
Brooks Cornerstone Revisited  
On the morning of April 12, 1953, the Brooks Memo-
rial Union was officially blessed by, then, Marquette 
University President Edward J. OôDonnell, S.J. 
Named for Rev. Peter A. Brooks, S.J., an alumnus 
and past president of Marquette, it replaced the Uni-
versityôs first union, which had opened in 1924. 

The movement to build the first union began in the 
1920s when Brooks, then a junior in the College of 
Arts and Sciences, attended a convention on univer-
sity unions, which convinced him of the need for a 
central meeting place for Marquette students. 

In a letter to the Marquette Tribune, Brooks urged the university to build a union. With 
the approval of President Herbert C. Noonan, S.J., Brooks called a meeting, in which 
attendees unanimously voted to authorize a charge of $5 for each male student to pay 
for the new union. 

On May 1, 1951, ground was broken and the building was completed in 1953. 

When it opened, the Brooks Memorial Union was praised as a building that combined 
ñfunctionality and beauty to an extraordinary degreeò through the ñnear-perfect use of 
space, color and harmony of line.ò 

Fast forward to May 24, 2007, 1:00 p.m.  The cornerstone of the Brooks Memorial Un-
ion, which had been stored in Facilities Services following the buildingôs demolition in 
2001, was opened, revealing a small metal box.  The contents of the box remain a 
mystery, but plans are being developed for the proper place and time for the opening.  
Until then, you can see the cornerstone face as part of the mural being installed on the 
second floor of the Alumni Memorial Union. 

Before its demolition in 2001, the Brooks Union had been used for storage and office 
space after the AMU opened.  Demolition of the building was required to make room 
for the Raynor Library, but the Brooks name still lives on in the AMU's ground-floor 
loungeðcalled the Brooks Lounge.  The Lounge features the original high back booths 
from the old Brooks Memorial Union. 
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At the annual Public Safety Award and Recognition Ceremony on Friday, May 4, Offi-
cers, students, and civilians, alike, were recognized for their meritorious service to the 
University and, in some respect, to the Milwaukee community. Also within the Cere-
mony, several Officer promotions and Public Safety merit awards were announced. 

Public Safety Awards 

Public Safety Merit Award Recipients 
PSO Franz Schaller 

Lt. Brian Joschko, PSO Theo Coney, USO Brad Ilk 
Sgt. Billy Fyfe, PSO Scott Metz, PSO Joy DeCristoforo, 

PSO Drew Tegen, PSO Joe Secanky, PSO Bridget Ziliak, 
PSO Carrie Spalding 

Sgt. Chris Burton, PSO Rob Ewanio 
PSO Jim Riccaboni 

Sgt. Ken Simms 
CO Jodie Scordo 

Officer Promotions 
Lt. Katie Berigan 

Sgt. Amy Oltendorf 
Sgt. Ken Simms 

PSO Rob Ewanio 
PSO Matt Hart 

PSO Ken Ludwig 
PSO Jill Weisensel 

CO Charles Desjarlais 
CO Marissa Fleck 

CO Kevin Pocquette 
CO Christine Wolanski 

USO Dean Kujawa 
USO Carl McKinley 

The final award of the afternoon was the presentation of the John J. McGinnis Depart-
ment of Public Safety Professionalism Award, named after Marquetteôs previous Direc-
tor of Public Safety who retired in 1996. The award recognizes an individual within 
Public Safety who has gone above and beyond their daily duties and who exemplifies 
the Mission of the Department of Public Safety. This yearôs Professionalism Award was 
given, posthumously, to Paul Jablonski, Captain/Associate Director for Public Safety.  
Before his death on October 1, 2006, Paul had played an integral role in the develop-
ment of the Universityôs Critical Incident Management Plan, as well as the Command 
Information Center within Public Safety.  Additionally, Paul was key in the revitalization 
of the Avenues West Police Substation. 

Looking For A Few Good Stories  
    Since this newsletter is for and about the people and departments within Administra-
tion, I am looking for some interesting individuals and interesting departments within 
our division to write about. 
    Maybe you have an interesting hobby or a funny story about your work here at Mar-
quette that you would like to share.  Maybe the Paint Shop within Facilities Services is 
THE best place to work on campus.  Well, Iôd like to hear about it. 
    Send your suggestions to Cindy Kucher, 1212 Bldg., Room 205, or call x8-1463.  Iôm 
looking forward to hearing from you. 


