
In August 2008, the Center for Real Estate (CRE) received 

unanimous approval from the Universityõs Academic  

Senate.  The CRE was established to generate, disseminate 

and deepen commercial real estate knowledge on campus, 

in Milwaukee, throughout the Midwest and on a national 

level through three key areas:  Teaching, Research and 

Outreach.  The Centerõs vision is to be a nationally  

recognized leader among applied commercial real estate 

programs. As the only Jesuit university in the country  

offering a commercial real estate curriculum, the program is 

uniquely grounded in a solid foundation of business principles, 

ethics and an environment that engages students, professionals and academics alike. 

  

On November 10, 2008, the CRE was officially launched at Milwaukeeõs Wisconsin Club; over 140 

people attended including students, alumni, Founding Members, industry professionals, ACRE  

students and alumni, faculty and staff.  This event was a time to thank our Founding Members,  

provide a networking opportunity for those connected with the CRE, and look forward to the future.   

  

Launching the Center for Real Estate also allowed for the creation of a Web site.  All CRE news, 

events, and activities can be found at www.marquette.edu/cre.  The site is a work in progress; the 

goal is that you will view it as an effective resource and your feedback and suggestions are always 

welcomed.  Please visit the site often for our weekly updates and news stories.   

 

Recognizing that networking is a critical component of real estate, and the growing popularity of 

online networking, the CRE is now on LinkedIn.  Please  

consider joining the MU CRE group via follwoing link:   

http://www.linkedin.com/e/gis/1495037 . 

  

As a new semester begins in a new year, it is 

important to take a moment and thank all of 

the friends of the Center for Real Estate.  

Mark, Nicole, Anthony, and Christine wish you 

and yours a Happy New Year and Best Wishes 

in 2009 .  The CRE looks forward to continuing 

to be a valuable resource to all of you and 

together we can all be the difference . 
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Upcoming  Events 

¶ January 26, 2009ñACRE 

Mid-Year Networking 

Event 

¶ January 27, 2009ñ

College of Business  

Administration Economic 

Leadership Forum 

¶ January 31, 2009ñ

College of Business  

Administration Alumni  

Association Brunch & 

Basketball Game 

 CRE Founding Members Charles Ries and  

Don and Beth Tolva  at the Launch event 
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Internship and Job Opportunities 

 

Are you looking to hire Marquette 

students for a spring/summer 

internship or a fulltime 

job?  Please send postings to 

Nicole Truog 

(nicole.truog@marquette.edu).   

All opportunities are emailed to 

Real Estate students, posted on 

the CRE Web site, the College of 

Business career site and on  

Marquetteõs Career Explorer web 

program.  CRE Founding Member Pat 

Mulcahy and Brad Folkert  

at the Launch event 

http://www.marquette.edu/cre
http://www.linkedin.com/e/gis/1495037
mailto:nicole.truog@marquette.edu
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Center for Real Estate 

Founding  Members 

 
Platinum Equity Members 

Peter Bell 

James Imhoff, Jr. 

Dennis Klein 

Paul Klister 

Barry Mandel 

Jim McShane 

Bob Weyers 

Jeff Weyers 

 

Gold Equity Members 

Bruce Adreani 

Opus North Corporation  

First Data Corporation 

Steve & Rhonda Stratman 

 

Silver Equity Members 

James Devine 

Steve & Mary Evans 

Tom Kuesel 

Robert Mahoney 

John Pfefferle 

Mr. & Mrs. William A. Shiel 

 

Bronze Equity Members 

James Barry III 

Don & Win Biernacki 

Francis Brzezinski 

Norris & Nanine Eber 

Gerbers Law, S.C.  

John Heller 

Joe Horning 

David & Bonnie Krill 

Patrick Mulcahy 

Ogden & Company, Inc. 

Max Rasansky 

David Shrock 

Mark Spaeth 

Timothy Spillane 

Richard Spinell 

Don Tolva 

US Bancorp Foundation 

US Bank Commercial Real  

Estate Lending Division 

Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek, S.C. 

 

Equity Members 

Margaret Bernhard 

Mark Eppli & Eliza Webb 

Lee Hackett 

Michael Kelly 

Patrick Knoelke 

Charles Ries  

Robert Schmidt 

Gary Stein  

Nicole Truog 

Douglas Wheaton 

 

Founding Member  Profile 
Commercial Horizons, Inc., CRE Platinum Equity Member 

COMMERCIAL HORIZONS, INC. (CHI) is a commercial real estate developer with offices 

located in Green Bay and Appleton, WI (Fox Cities). CHI and itõs affiliated companies 

own and manage over 500,000 sf of office space and 650,000 sf of retail space 

throughout the Midwest, with an additional 195,000 sf of office and 350,000 sf of 

retail under development for 2008 delivery. Awarded and currently developing 

135,000 sf facility for Time Warner. CHI currently has approximately 300 acres of land 

banked for commercial development.  

 

As investors outside of real estate, CHI is also partners on over twenty two (22) regional 

companies through their private equity investment firm, Capital Connection, LLC.  

 

CHI employs 20 specialized individuals covering all aspects of specific real estate  

functions including legal, construction, finance, leasing, marketing and property  

management, all of which are vital to each projectõs success.    

 

CHI is owned by Paul Klister (BusAd ô87), Jeff Weyers (BusAd ô85) and Bob Weyers 

(BusAd õ87, MBA õ98). These individuals take pride in each project developed and  

continue to develop more property to improve each communityõs standards they  

enter. With a focus on retail, their clients have included Kohlõs, Wal-Mart, Loweõs, Best 

Buy, Home Depot, Petco, Tireõs Plus, Starbucks, McDonaldõs, Staples, Gander  

Mountain, Associated Bank, Advance Auto, Aldi Foods, MC Sports, Buffalo Wild Wings, 

and Festival Foods to name a few.  

 

CHI looks to establish long term relationships with their tenants and partners to ensure 

both groups a well modeled plan, well constructed building, a well maintained  

development and a successful cohesive business environment.  

 

For more information on Commercial Horizons, Inc. (including the story of how Paul, 

Jeff and Bob reconnected at SuperBowl XXXII in 1998, thus changing the landscape of 

the Fox Valley), visit http://www.commercialhorizons.com/commercialh/

company+overview/default.asp . 

Upcoming College of Business Administration Events 

College of Business Administration Alumni 

Association Reception and Basketball Game 

Saturday, January 31, 2009 

Event information:  

11:00 a.m. Pregame Reception 

1:00 p.m. Tip-off  

 

Adults: 

$50.00 reception and game 

$35.00 reception only 

Children: 

$30.00 reception and game 

$15.00 reception only 

Click here for more information or to register 

College of Business Administration  

Economic Leadership Forum 

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 

Event information: 

7:30 a.m.  Alumni Memorial Union 
 

Free of charge 

Includes continental breakfast 

The forum panelists will discuss the current 

economic challenges  and their impact  

locally, nationally and globally. 

 

 

Click here for more information and to register 

Paul Klister 

Bob Weyers 

Jeff Weyers 

http://www.commercialhorizons.com/commercialh/company+overview/default.asp
http://www.commercialhorizons.com/commercialh/company+overview/default.asp
http://www.alumni.marquette.edu/ng/cgi-any/calendar_show_dll_display/tabid/3576/Default.aspx?id=1301&bid
http://www.alumni.marquette.edu/ng/cgi-any/calendar_show_dll_display/tabid/3576/Default.aspx?id=1294&bid
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Commercial Real Estate Software 

Enhances the Student Experience  

The world today is technologically driven and it is important 

to keep faculty and students informed on new and upgraded 

software that is useful in their particular field.  This is exactly 

what the Center for Real Estate is doing for Real Estate  

majors in the College of Business Administration with the 

use of ARGUS Software.  

  

ARGUS Software is a widely used tool in the commercial real 

estate industry as it allows users to òreveal, optimize and 

realize valueó for the industry (ARGUS Software, 2008).    

ARGUS Software has  become the industry standard with 

more than 8,000 of the industry's leading owners,  

managers, financial institutions, brokerages and REITs using 

it to improve the visibility and flow of information throughout 

their critical business processes such as property  

management, asset management and forecasting.   

 

The Spring 2009 semester will mark the first time that Real 

Estate classes will be able to utilize CoStar Group Software.  

CoStar is a lease analysis information provider with  

independently ðresearched and verified sales comparables 

as well as an abundance of other information about  

commercial property and commercial listings.   

 

 

Guest Speakers Provide Valuable Insight  
 

The Center for Real Estate would like to thank all of those who gave of their time to speak in the  

REAL 150 Commercial Real Estate Development course this fall 

 

 
 

Peter & Betty Bell chat with students after 

they presented in class earlier this fall 

 

¶ Deshea Agee 
City of MilwaukeeñDepartment of City  
Development  
 

¶ Peter & Betty BellñPabst Farms 
 

¶ Don BiernackiñRelated Midwest 
 

¶ Bob DevineñGrubb & Ellis  
Management Services, Inc. 

 

¶ Dwayne Edwards 
City of MilwaukeeñDepartment of City  
Development  
 

¶ Paul HenningsenñOgden & Company, Inc.  
 

¶ Joe McElweeñSunrise Senior Living  
 

¶ Harvey RabinowitzñUniversity of  
Wisconsin Milwaukee 

Ted Stratman is a senior from Omaha, 

Nebraska, and is majoring in Real  

Estate and Finance. 

In the summer of 2007, I had the  

opportunity to travel to Melbourne, 

Australia, where I interned for  

Hocking Stuart Real Estate  

(http://www.hockingstuart.com.au/ ).  

The internship included a 6 week  

rotation program; I worked two weeks in three different  

divisions: sales and leasing, property management, and  

accounting.  I also participated in on-site auctions every  

Saturday morning and staged apartments for viewing. Hocking 

Stuart is best known for owning and managing the Eureka 

Tower, which is Melbourneõs tallest building and the worldõs 

largest residential building. Many of the customers we worked 

with were students attending college including students  

studying abroad (from Europe and Asia).  This created a  

challenge when it came to communicating but it also gave me 

the opportunity to interact with peers from different cultures 

and backgrounds.  Not only was it a great opportunity to learn 

about international real estate, but it also allowed me to  

experience a different culture and travel throughout Australia.  

I gained valuable international work experience in real estate 

and have been able to apply my internship experience in the 

classroom in my Real Estate and business courses. 

 

Currently I am interning with U.S. Bankõs Commercial Real  

Estate Lending Division  and am also the Director of Finance 

for the Real Estate Club. During my free time, I play on the 

Marquette Club Baseball team and enjoy attending Marquette 

basketball games. Upon graduating in May, I would like to 

work for a real estate development company in Milwaukee or 

Chicago. 

Student ProfileñMeet Ted Stratman  

http://www.hockingstuart.com.au/
http://www.argussoftware.com/
http://www.costar.com/


Page 4 The Marquette University  Center for Real Estate  

Real Estate Club. . . Building Relationships 

 

The Real Estate Club (REC) had a busy fall semester.  Students were excited to participate in The Eisenberg 

Foundationõs second annual Career Day (October 11-12 in Chicago).  The event included an opportunity to dine 

with leading professionals in the commercial real estate industry where conversation quickly turned to how the 

students should best approach their job search during a difficult economy.  Students also toured Block 37 and 

The Sullivan Center; two of Chicagoõs major developments located on State Street.  Associates at Joseph Freed, 

including Norris Eber (CRE Founding Member and EVP Asset Management & Acquisition Joseph Freed &  

Associates, LLC) gave students a walking tour of both buildings and explained historic significance of the sites 

and how the new developments will impact the city of Chicagoõs State Street corridor.   

 

In September the REC toured The Brewery Project (formerly the 

Pabst Brewery) and witnessed the restoration of one of  

Milwaukeeõs historic landmarks.  Students visited several buildings 

on the site including the brew house, and an 80,000 square foot 

bottling facility.   

 

The REC also visited Pabst Farms; a 1,500 acre development in 

Oconomowoc, WI, that integrates residential, retail, and  

commercial properties.  Developer Peter Bell (and CRE Founding 

Member) was generous enough to personally give the club a tour of 

the development and hosted a Q&A reception for students.      

Norris Eber, Founding Member of the 

Center for Real Estate, engages  

students on a tour of Sullivan Center in 

downtown Chicago in early October 

Real Estate Club Featured Speakers and Presenters 

The REC was fortunate to have a number of local, regional, and national visitors who spent time discussing a wide variety of real estate 

developments with the students this fall.  The REC thanks all of these professionals for their time and support of the Club.   
 

Jim Buttarazzi, Cypress Equities 

 

Mr. Buttarazzi gave a presentation to club members about the Royal Island development.  The island is currently under development by 

Cypress Equities, which was affiliated with the Staubach Company (now Jones Lang LaSalle).   Mr. Buttarazzi spoke about the  

development process and how it pertained to the creation of a residential and resort community, Jack Nicholas golf course, and 140 acre 

marina on Royal Island.   

Nicole Piacentine and Regina Kleynerman, M&I Bank Real Estate Division 

Ms. Piacentine and Ms. Kleynerman discussed the types of deals the bank is financing and how the market downturn is impacting the 

bankõs requirements for loans.  They also gave insight into the current job market and how to weather through a downturn. 

Ken Marino, Grobmar Investments, LLC and Greg Kirsch, Newmark Knight Frank  

Mr. Marino and Mr. Kirsch gave an industry outlook on the retail subsector from the development and brokerage perspective.   They also 

gave career advice that encouraged students to be entrepreneurial to capitalize on opportunities to achieve success early in their careers.        

Danny Flesh and Nina Nicklas, Northwestern Mutual   

Mr. Flesh and Ms. Nicklas discussed key issues in the economy relating to the liquidity needs of companies, deleveraging process, and the 

widening of credit spreads.    

Tom Ganey 

Mr. Ganey, Marquette Universityõs Architect, explained recent trends of university architecture as it relates to the new campus buildings:  

Zilber Hall, Eckstein Hall, the Eckstein Library and Marquetteõs new engineering facility.     


