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The DDS/PhD program is offered jointly by Marquette University School of Dentistry and the School of
Medicine & Dentistry at the University of Rochester. The Training Program in Oral Science (TPOS) supports
combined training in Clinical Dentistry and in Basic Science Research which results in two separate degrees:

1. DDS degree offered by the Marquette University School of Dentistry.

2. PhD degree offered by the University of Rochester, in one of the following areas: Anatomy, Biochemistry,
Biology, Biomedical Engineering, Biophysics, Chemistry, Genetics, Microbiology and Immunology, Neuroscience,
Pathology, Pharmacology, Physiology or Toxicology.

The proposed curriculum focuses on the integration of basic science and clinical dentistry in all training activities
and includes cross-disciplinary training in oral infectious diseases and molecular, cellular and craniofacial biology
with an emphasis on understanding the mechanisms that underlie the clinical manifestations of oral disease. The
goal of the Program is to generate a pool of dentists-scientists with a strong background both in clinical dentistry
and in basic sciences, able to pursue research careers in dental academic, federal or industrial organizations.

Program Description:

The estimated length of this program is 7 years. During years one through three the candidates work full-time at
Marquette School of Dentistry in order to complete the requirements of the first 3 years of the standard curriculum
for the DDS degree. During this time the DDS/PhD candidates are also expected to complete a minimum of two
summer research rotations at the University of Rochester. Upon successful completion of these rotations the
Candidates are granted Provisional acceptance into the PhD program. During years 4 and 5 the Candidates work
jointly towards the academic and research requirements for their PhD degree and towards the completion of the
clinical requirements for their DDS degree as specified by the School of Dentistry. Clinical training is performed
in the clinics of the Eastman Department of Dentistry at the University of Rochester, under the supervision of
the faculty of the general

practice and/or specialty

training programs. The

final two years of the

program (years 6 and

7) are dedicated to

the completion of the

research project and the

PhD thesis.



