Graduate Student Organization Meeting Agenda
November 3, 2010 

I. Call Meeting to Order – Raghav Puri 11:30am
II. Congratulations to Newly Elected Treasurer—Dan Galambos
III.  Committee Updates 
a. Academic Senate – Terrence Neumann
i. Father Pilarz will begin on August 1, 2011
ii. Budget Overview
1. MU has $346 million operating budget; $225 million in standing debt; $357 million endowment
2. MU has not expereinced layoffs despite financial problems
3. Alternative revenue streams are being explored to diversify away from tuition
4. Building projects have been cut (e.g. Discovery Learning Complex)
5. The amount of undergraduates receiving financial aid has increased from 88% to approximately 95% from 3 years ago and the amount of gifts/donations has also decrease
6. A similar budget is expected for next year
iii. Academic Senate elections will be moved up to February to fill committee vacancies
iv. Undergraduate minor in entrepreneurship is now offered 
v. Fact finding on phased retirement for faculty
b. Committee on Teaching – Kira Lynn Reeves
i. The Committee on Teaching is responsible for both U.S. Professor of the Year award and the Marquette Teaching Excellence Award. The Committee is trying to get more nominations this year.

ii. Student organizations, including the GSO, get one "vote" as a group--one nomination. The Committee has almost never received a nomination from a student organization. 

iii. Kira, the current representative presented the following issues to the committee: a) student groups may not know they have this ability; b) student groups don't know how to go about nominating someone; and c) student groups are made up of people from all different Colleges, departments, units, etc. and it is difficult to get them all to agree on one name since most will not have encountered the same professors; and d) student groups and students in general do not know 'what's in it for them' to nominate someone.
c. UBGS – No rep
d. Library Board – Travis Rush
e. CAPI – No Rep
f. Board of Student Media – No Rep
g. Committee on Assessment – Eric Dunnam
h. Gender Resource Task Force – Sarah Nestor
II. New Business - Open Floor Discussion
a. Social Event—Dan Galambos presented an idea to host a social event for the Thanksgiving holiday offering free refreshments to graduate students at the 2040 Lofts
III. Meeting Adjourn—Raghav Puri 12:00pm
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