Graduate Student Organization Meeting Agenda
December 1, 2010 Noon

I. Call Meeting to Order – Raghav Puri
II.  Constitution updates – Shirley Newcomb 
a. The clause, which formerly stated that the GSO coordinator would assume the duties of the chair in the event that steps down or is unable to carry out the role of chair, has been removed from the constitution. Erin Fox approved the following constitution changes suggested by OSD:
i. Position for vice-chair and treasurer should be included as a part of the yearly election process
ii. In the event that the GSO chair steps down or cannot perform the duties of the position, the vice-chair will take over the responsibilities of chair until another election can be held
III. Discuss Graduate Student Thanksgiving Dinner & Social – Shirley Newcomb and Kira Lynn Reeves
a. The Thanksgiving social event held at 2040 Lofts was a HUGE SUCCESS thanks to the hard work and planning of Dan Galambos and Kira Lynn Reeves!! Over 150 graduate students were able to attend. 
b. Students were able to discuss many issues and concerns relevant to the graduate student body, included the issue of a free UPASS for the students. Erin Fox addressed this concern by informing those in attendance of the divide between graduate students who are not interested in paying a fee that would allow for a free UPASS for all graduate students.  The possibility of providing a UPASS to those groups of graduate students who are willing to pay a small fee will be determined by a current survey that will be made available to students via email, the GSO website, and social networking.
IV. Nomination for U.S. Professor of the Year award and Marquette's Teaching Excellence award – Kira Lynn Reeves
a. The Committee on Teaching would like to welcome the GSO to submit nominations for U.S. Professor of the Year and Marquette's Teaching Excellence award. Graduate departments can submit their nominations to the GSO and the GSO executive board will choose which nominations to submit to the Committee on Teaching.
V. Graduate School Student Support Services and Programming Survey Results – Dr. Tim Melchert
a. The top 3 services identified by graduate students as the most helpful for completing their programs were: 1) Assistance in applying for fellowships 2) A listing of fellowship opportunities and 3) Career Services (e.g. resume/CV/cover letter writing and interview skills)
b. Department chairs and directors of graduate studies rated the following services as most helpful to students: 1) Writing Center 2) Dissertation Boot Camp and 3) Career Services
c. There will be a workshop in February about the Fulbright Scholarship 
d. A meeting with career services will be held to discuss topics for future workshops
e. The GSO will help with advertising upcoming workshops
f. Dr. Melchert has offered to serve as the GSO faculty advisor
VI. Vacant committee positions – Shirley Newcomb
a. Difficulty in communications between committee faculty advisors and potential students representatives has been identified as a problem in filling current positions. A list of current committee representatives and vacant positions will be updated with contact information of interested students.
VII. The GSO is currently taking nominations for the position of president for the next semester. 
a. Raghav Puri, the current chair will be stepping down at the end of the fall semester. Nominations for GSO chair can be sent to Shirley Newcomb at gso@nu.edu 
VIII.  Committee Updates – 
a. Academic Senate – Terrence Neumann – Not Present
b. Committee on Teaching – Kira Lynn Reeves
i. See Above notes on Award nominations
c. UBGS – No Representative
d. Library Board – Travis Rush
i. First meeting was held November 22nd. 
ii. Copyright workshop has been cancelled due to the decision to form a formal committee to address the issue
iii. Software for reserving video rooms online may be available by Spring
iv. Media Service Center now has new electronic equipment available to students (e.g. iPads, new LDD screens, etc.)
v. The library has received a large donation and are taking suggestions for purchase items that do not require renewal
e. CAPI – No Representative
f. Board of Student Media – No Representative
g. Committee on Assessment – Eric Dunnam – Not Present
h. Gender Resource Task Force – Sarah Nestor – Not Present
II. New Business - Open Floor Discussion
a. O-Fest is scheduled for Thursday January 20th from 4pm to 7pm
III. Meeting Adjourn
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