GSO March Meeting Minutes
March 19, 2009

12noon and 4pm

I.  Call to Order – Kristen Hickman at 12:05 and 4:00 respectively

II. Hunger Clean-Up- Presented by Laura Skaife, Office of Student Development

a. Ms. Skaife shared some history on Hunger Clean-Up including that it began nationally 25 years ago and after participating in the day on a national level, MU developed their own day and copyrighted the name so that the funds would stay in Milwaukee.  

b. Hunger Clean-Up will occur on Saturday, April 18th this year with registration beginning at 8am, Opening ceremonies at 9am, students going out to sites from 10am until anywhere between 12noon and 2pm.  The day is meant to involve undergraduate students, graduate students, faculty, staff, and alumni

c. Students can select between two tracks this year:

i. Blue Track – focuses on water purification with sites such as one that will test river water and another with RiverKeepers

ii. Gold Track – focuses on hunger with sites such as a hunger task force food sort (a challenge with UWM students)

iii. Around 180 sites are involved

d. Students raise money throughout the year (usually around $20,000) which is donated on the day of the Hunger Clean-Up. 

e. Students can sign up individually, in teams (around 10 people), or as a team leader.  If your team raises $50+ you will receive Brewers tickets for a game in late April. 

f. April 8th is the sign up deadline although if you choose to participate after that, you can. 

g. Discussion ensued on how the GSO could participate.  The following ways were decided:

i. Spread the word so that graduate students know they can sign up

ii. Try to get a team together in your dept and sign up

iii. If you don’t have enough in your dept but you or a small group of you and your friends want to participate, Kristen Hickman will coordinate at least one “GSO team” and will sign them up. 

h. Kristen Hickman will not be available on this day but can help by organizing and answering any questions before the event. 

III. Shirt Sale Update – Kristen Hickman

a. Graduate School decided to let the GSO keep ALL funds generated by the shirt sale

b. It was decided to lower the price of the shirt from $25 to $15.  

c. Order forms will be distributed via email and the GSO website.  People will turn their forms into their dept rep or the graduate school office by April 10th.  Money (check or cash) MUST be stapled to the form.   Shirts will be distributed after April 10th. 

d. Shirts will be available after the deadline if people are still interested. 

IV. March Social

a. Will be held at Suite Milwaukee from 5-7pm on Thursday March 26th
b. Flyers were distributed at the meeting to help spread the word.

c. It was decided at both meetings not to purchase additional food for the event, we will just have free cold appetizers provided by the site. 
d. It was suggested that we advertise via facebook, Kristen Hickman will follow up with this.

e. Kristen Hickman suggested door prizes and it was decided to have Starbucks gift cards, polo shirts, and donations from the Spirit Shop

f. Shirts will be for sale at the social along with chair nomination forms

V. Chair Nominations

a. Kristen Hickman shared that we need to elect a chair before our next meeting.  Nomination forms will be emailed and available on the GSO website (also available at the social).  Students may nominate themselves or someone else.  Forms must be turned in by April 3rd to allow for a proper voting period. 

b. Kristen Hickman emphasized at the 4pm meeting that this position does not need to be overly time consuming.  The chair will have the coordinator (a paid position) to do a lot of the “grunt work”. The chair position should be more of a leadership position. 

c. We will also take volunteers for committees at the April meeting and thereafter.

d. A coordinator will be hired sometime after the chair is selected.  The Graduate School will be involved in the hiring process. 

VI. Committee Updates

a. Kristen Hickman provided the UAS update that the UAS voted to approve the grading deadline extension for May from noon on Monday to noon on Tuesday.  This is not a policy yet as it has to pass through other bodies.  If it passes, this will mean students will not receive actual diplomas on graduation day, they will be mailed.  There was an intense discussion at the UAS meeting and this issue has been on the table for 2 years but in the end it is hoped that by extending the deadline, faculty will feel like they can give “Non-scantron” exams with more time to grade them.  The hope is that overall testing pedagogy will improve. 

b. Susan Gater of the Library board shared that their meeting is scheduled for April 8th.  She will bring 2 issues to the meeting: hours during breaks and website issues.  Susan will accept any other suggestions, thoughts before the meeting takes place. 

c. No other updates were shared.

VII. New Business/Discussion

a. At the 12noon meeting, Eric Dunnum asked if we were tabling the issue of an “activity fee” until next year.  He shared that his dept. was in favor of a fee to be used for professional development.  Discussion ensued deciding that before opening a vote on the issue, the GSO needed to develop guidelines on how the money will be used/distributed.  The issue is tabled until next year but will be on the first meeting’s agenda. 

VIII. Adjourn – Kristen Hickman adjourned at 1:00 and 4:45, respectively. 

