GSO MEETING
April 30, 2009  12noon

AMU 254

I. Call to order 
a. Kristen Hickman called the meeting to order at 12:07pm

II. Introduction of the new chair

a. John Brenner of Biological Sciences was introduced as the new chair.  Approximately 40 votes were received in the election and Mr. Brenner received the majority. 

b. He has accepted the position for the 2009-2010 academic year

III. Rights and Responsibilities Document

a. Current Status

i. Currently the document is in our hands with sggestions and comments from the Graduate School and feedback from the Directors of Graduate Studies.

ii. Kristen Hickman has been corresponding with the Graduate School and has made minor changes to the document over the past month

b. Future Direction

i. The GSO needs to decide if/when they are ready for the document to be sent on to University boards and committees such as UBGS, Academic Senate, and the Provost. 

ii. Kristen Hickman emphasized that we need to make sure the document is exactly what we want when we decide to send it on

c. Motion to table

i. Following a short discussion, Kristen Hickman motioned to table the document until September. 

ii. The motion was seconded and passed

iii. The document will be worked on by John Brenner and Kristen Hickman over the summer and will be on the first meeting’s agenda next academic year for GSO changes or approval. 

iv. The decision to table will be passed on to the Graduate School by Kristen Hickman

IV. Shirt Sales

a. Total sales

i. At the time of the meeting the GSO had $430 worth of total sales from the polo shirts

ii. With approval of those present, $10 was removed for the purchase of a GSO jump drive for electronic record keeping

iii. The remaining $420 will be kept by Erin Fox at the Graduate School for use next year. 

b. Deliveries/future orders

i. Shirt orders are still being accepted by Kristen Hickman via email

ii. All shirts should be picked up or delivered to the departments by the end of the day May 1st

c. Next year’s budget

i. At this time next year’s budget is $420

ii. It will increase with further shirt sales

iii. John Brenner will be in charge of these funds and may request additional funds from the Graduate School if needed. 

V. Committees

a. No Updates
i. Kristen Hickman did not have any updates

ii. Susan Gater shared that she would like to see the library board position be more of a library liaison to encourage constant/continuing communication between the library board and the GSO/Graduate Students.   She shared that at this semesters meeting, the suggestions she presented were well received by the board and she feels the board is likely to follow through on some and is open to further feedback from next year’s representative. 

b. Next Year Reps

i. CAPI – Peter Cajke

ii. Library Board Liaison- ?

iii. Committee on Teaching - ?

iv. Board for Student Media - ?

v. UBGS - ?

vi. Academic Senate – John Brenner (or coordinator)

c. Department Reps

i. Kristen Hickman shared that some people want to continue on, some do not, and some have not gotten back to her.  She will share the information with John Brenner as she receives it

ii. Kristen and John are hopeful that the dept rep network will grow next year with reps in all graduate departments. 

VI. Hiring of new coordinator

a. Will occur in June.

b. Applications are still being accepted. 

VII. Summer and Fall plans

a. Tabled items – R&R document, Graduate Student “Activity” Fee

b. Library presentation will occur in the fall semester.  They were unable to present at this meeting but really want to be on a future agenda. 
VIII. New Business/Feedback/Future Ideas

a. Ideas to increase participation were discussed.  It was felt by those present that taking early action at the beginning of the year at events such as the O-Fest, Graduate School orientations, and department orientations is key to increasing participation.  

b. It was also suggested that GSO events filter on to the MUGS calendar

c. John Brenner will look in to presenting at dept orientations when possible to put a face with the GSO. 
d. It was also suggested to have a consistent meeting place but Kristen Hickman shared that she attempted to do this and was unsuccessful.  John may attempt it in the future. 

IX. Adjourn

a. Meeting was adjourned by Kristen Hickman at 1:00

