GSO Meeting Minutes
January 19, 2009

12:00pm AMU 313

5:00pm Cramer Hall 004E

I. Call to order: Kristen Hickman at 12:00 and 5:00

II. Revised Constitution (carry over from November meeting)
a. The GSO constitution was revised to reflect two changes

i. The term of the Chair will be an academic year (August-May) as opposed to a calendar year as was previously in the constitution

ii. It was added that in the event that a Chair is not elected, the Coordinator will assume the Chair position until one is nominated and elected by the organization.  This can be done at any point and open elections can also be offered at the end of first semester to fill the vacancy.

b. A discussion ensued at the 12:00 meeting to make a minor change to take the coordinator out of the list of officers in the document.  This was agreed upon by those present. 

c. The motion to amend the Constitution as it was presented (via hard copy to all present) with the minor change discussed was carried by a unanimous vote at both meetings. 

d. The revised constitution is now posted on the GSO website

III. Department Representatives

a. Department representatives have been established for over half of the departments.  Their role is simply to communicate between the GSO and their fellow students. It is a way to ensure that every student has a way to express their opinions even if they are not able to attend meetings.

b. Department representatives will also give the Chair feedback on ideas and help spread the word about social and other events. 
c. A list of department representatives will be posted on the GSO website. Students are encouraged to be in communication with their department representative if they are not able to attend GSO meetings


IV. Graduate Student Rights and Responsibilities

a. The discussion on rights and responsibilities continues this semester.  We have been given a document, drafted by administration, to review and provide feedback.  Dr. Wiener has requested GSO approval of the document prior to the March meeting of the Directors of Graduate Studies.  At the DGS meeting, the document will be on the table for discussion and approval.
b. Those present at this month’s GSO meeting were asked to indicate if they were interested in joining an ad hoc subcommittee to review this document.  Several volunteered and agreed to review the document and provide feedback at a subcommittee meeting in February.

c. The document, with the revisions and suggestions of the subcommittee, will then be brought to the GSO’s February meeting for approval to send it to the DGS meeting. 

d. If anyone else would like to review the document and participate in the subcommittee, please email a request to gso@marquette.edu

V. Socials

a. Kristen Hickman shared that the Men’s basketball social was logistically difficult and could not be accomplished this semester.  The floor was opened for ideas and suggestions
b. At the 12:00 meeting it was suggested that we pursue getting PHD comics to come (Piled Higher and Deeper). Kristen Hickman responded that she would check into this. 

c. At the 12:00 meeting, it was suggested that the GSO have a group for the Hunger Clean-Up day in April as well as the Al’s Run and Walk in the fall.  It was suggested that service options are good for socials and a way to give back.  

i. Those present agreed and those at the 5:00 meeting were also interested

ii. Kristen Hickman will follow up on this idea and organize a service event for this semester

d. The 12:00 meeting also discussed having an appetizer social in conjunction with Valentine’s Day or another occasion.  Possible locations include Bar Louie or Suite Milwaukee. 

i. Kristen Hickman will put together a couple of options and have the department representatives help her plan a social of this nature. 
e. At the 5:00 meeting there was also a discussion of a quiz table style social that could also serve as a small fundraiser.  (See below for further discussion)

VI. Semester Outline

a. A clothing buy (GSO or graduate school apparel) was suggested by Kristen Hickman and both meetings seemed interested.

b. The 12:00 meeting suggested opening it up for people to submit design suggestions for the GSO to select from at an upcoming meeting.

i. Kristen Hickman will post this to the website and accept any design suggestions or ideas

c. The 5:00 meeting discussed having a theme shirt to go possibly with a theme event (such as a quiz table) to provide incentive for purchase.  It was also discussed to have the selling of the shirts as a small fundraiser for the GSO or as a charity donation effort. 

d. It was decided to place this item on February’s agenda to have people come back with ideas and for further discussion

e. The 5:00 meeting suggested selling the t-shirts at the library or another popular area that graduate students frequent. 

VII. Committee/Personnel Changes 
a. Kathryn Ryan is no longer Chair of the GSO.  Her term ended in December and due to no nominations during the election time frame, Kristen Hickman will take over as Chair until someone new is elected for next academic year
b. Peter S. Cajka has taken the role of CAPI representative for this semester.  Peter is new to GSO and is a first year graduate student in the History department.  He is excited about this position and will be sharing updates from the committee once they start meeting.  One issue they might touch on (in conjunction with Academic Senate) is online teaching evaluation process. 
VIII. Committee Updates

a. Kristen Hickman (Academic Senate) – No report

b. Susan Gater (Library Board) – still accepting suggestions to take to this semesters meeting

c. Eric Dunnum (Committee on Teaching) – Current discussion at the committee meetings is on nominations for faculty awards but nothing for GSO at this time. 
d. Joseph Hamelund (Student Media Board ) – No report

e. Margaret Steele (UBGS) – Reported that the UBGS is currently looking at the establishment of graduate school learning outcomes and how to evaluate students prior to graduation on whether or not they met these outcomes.  She reported that the outcomes seemed neutral and well written but the point of discussion is more on the manner in which students will be evaluated (oral interview, written report, etc.)  She encouraged graduate students to share their thoughts on this topic as the UBGS is open to hearing them

i. Students at both meetings expressed that they do not want to have to do any extra work to meet these outcomes as students already have a lot of work for their respective programs.  It was suggested that possibly each department could find assignments or projects that students already have to do that could serve as evidence for the graduate school learning outcomes. 

ii. Kristen Hickman added that she will keep this on the GSO agenda and hopes that the GSO can have significant input on this topic as it is discussed in the UBGS. 

IX. Discussion

a. At both the 12:00 and 5:00 meeting the issue of insurance was brought up as it has been a topic of discussion among students in various departments.

i. Kristen Hickman shared that she felt this issue was still on the table with administration in terms of insurance coverage for graduate assistants.

ii. It was requested that Kristen Hickman seek a formal statement on the status for the next meeting. 

X. Adjourn : Kristen Hickman
a. With no other new business, the meetings were adjourned at 12:55 and 5:50, respectively. 

