GSO Meeting Agenda
October 16, 2009

AMU 374
Call to Order

Announcements


Dr. Janice Simmons-Welburn, Dean of Libraries



Unable to attend this month



Would like to address us re: Library Services next month

UPASS update


See attached sheet
First Social


Turnout


Feedback


Future direction/ideas



“Piled Higher and Deeper”



Annex Bowling

Meeting Time


Should we alternate lunch and late afternoon monthly meetings?


Suggestions from those unable to attend

November Elections


President, Vice President


Accepting nominations


November vote

Department Representatives


Need


Volunteers


Best way to connect?

Report from Committee Members


University Library Board  - see backside

Academic Senate – Kristen Hickman

Board for Student Media –No update

Committee on Academic Policies and Issues – No update

Committee on Teaching – Eric Dunnum

University Board on Graduate Studies – see backside
Open Discussion

Closing

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY BOARD

Notes of the Meeting of September 22, 2008

I. Update by the Dean of Raynor Memorial Libraries 

A. Libraries Budget Distribution 

Dean Simmons-Welburn distributed a Libraries budget Summary for FY 09 displayed in two pie charts. Included were the overall budget and the collections budget. The two charts indicated that the collection budget is significantly larger than all of the other categories combined. 

B. New Head of Research & Instruction Department

Dean Simmon-Welburn announced that Scott Mandernack has been appointed the Head of the Research & Instruction Department. Scott is currently the Head of the Hicks Undergraduate Library at Purdue University. 

C. Digital Initiatives Librarian 

Dean Simmon-Welburn announced that Ann Hanlon has been appointed Digital Initiative Librarian. Ann is now part of the Bibliographic Control Department. She was Project Archivist for the University of Maryland Libraries.

D. Libraries’ Committees

The Dean distributed a list of recently constituted Libraries’ Committees and discussed each Committee. Following are the names of the Libraries’ Committees:  Resources Discovery Committee, the Public Interface Committee, the Institutional Repository Committee, the Scholarly Communication Working Group, and the Assessment Committee.

E. Libraries’ Website Redesign

Over next year or two, the Libraries will be redesigning the Libraries’ Webpages with goal of providing a more user friendly and functional site.

F. New Libraries’ Brochure

Dean Simmon-Welburn distributed copies of the new Libraries’ Brochure which will be published later in the week. 

II. Election of the Chair

Dr. Julius Ruff was nominated as Chair of the Board. There were no other nominations and Dr. Ruff accepted election.

III. New Business

A. Fifth Annual Research Institute for Faculty

The topic for the Institute is scholarly communication. The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs and the John P. Raynor Memorial Libraries will host the Institute.  The topics covered at the Institute are Open Access: the Revolution in Academic Publishing; Challenges and Opportunities of Electronic Thesis and Dissertation Programs; Copyright & the Academy: Faculty as Consumers and Producers of Creative Content; and Life's a Bit: The New Landscape of Information Distribution and Your Research.

B. A faculty member wondered if the Libraries might have a role in preparing freshman students for such skills as using D2L. The question was based on the faculty member’s recent experience with a group of freshman.  

C. Assessment

The Libraries participated in a national assessment process called LibQUAL in 2002 and 2006. Planning is underway to continue using LibQUAL and/or other assessment tools. One drawback of LibQUAL is it provides little actionable information. For example, a finding of both the 2002 and the 2006 surveys was that graduate students were not pleased with the journal collection; however the tool provided few specific titles that could be considered for the collection. One goal is to obtain more specific indicators for possible execution. 

D. Libraries’ Data

There was interest in receiving Libraries’ data to aid the Board’s work of advising the Dean of Libraries. The Dean’s Office will provide the Board with the data and statistics that are available.  

From Margaret Steele Re: University Board of Graduate Studies

The items dominating the September agenda were the reconfiguration of the graduate programs in Mathematical Sciences, and the formulation of cross-curricular Learning Outcomes for Master's and Doctoral programs across the university. The latter is very much an ongoing discussion and one in which UBGS will probably play a significant role. Thus, if any graduate students have ideas, questions or concerns about the theory or the practice of common learning outcomes, I would be happy to discuss these and/or raise them at future meetings.
RESULTS OF UPASS SURVEY

Of the 635 respondents:
400 (63.2%) were Full-time
231 (36.5%) were Less-than-FT

2 (.3%) were on Leave of Absence status

2 skipped this question

 
Of all of the 635 respondents:
316 (52%) wanted the UPASS
292 (48%) did not want the UPASS

*101 people choose to enter a comment. I think I need to take a look at these and determine if they were for or against the UPASS to get a better feel.

27 skipped this question

 

Of the 400 FT students ONLY:
243 (63.3%) wanted the UPASS
141 (36.7%) did not want the UPASS

*56 people choose to enter a comment.

16 skipped this question

Random Selection of Comments:

From those who  voted no:

	And optional fee would be preferable. I personally rarely use the public transportation.

	Good idea but should not be mandatory

	I am willing to support it; however, I think that only students who would like a UPASS should have to pay the fee.  I don't use the bus system, so I would not like to have to pay that!  If every graduate student would have to pay the $41, I would not support it.

	I commute via car from Kenosha, WI.  Grad students who ride the bus would welcome the discount, but it eats into my budget.

	I don't take the bus that often.

	I think everyone should have the OPTION of purchasing a UPass... Not everyone will use it, so a mandatory fee isn't fair at all, but it's absolutely ridiculous for those of us who want it to not have access to it (like ALL students at UWM do, for example). Why can't MCTS allow us the option of purchasing a Upass if we want one? There are already enough undergrads here who pay the fee and get Upasses that they aren't really in that great of a position to demand that every grad student pay for one regardless of whether they will use it.

	Make it optional

	make it optional.  Why make those who wouldn't use it pay for it?

	No mandatory fees, please--I wouldn't use it and don't want to be forced to pay the fee!

	Optional fee

	Optional rather than mandatory would be more appropriate

	our tuition is way too costly as it is, should be included

	Since only a fraction of the grad students use it, should be optional program that offers a group discount to those that need it.


From those who voted yes:

	absolutely, this would be great.  thanks!

	Additional Freeway Flyer routes would help!

	I also support a year-long option for those enrolled over summer.

	I take the bus to campus from Greenfield every day I'm on campus

	I use the bus over 10 times/week....I'd love this to pass

	I would support the implementation for the benefit of other students. However, I would never use this option.

	if possible, making a upass optional for students would be a great alternative to madated fees.

	Is it at all possible to do this on an individual basis?

	Is the pass valid for one semester or an year?

	Please include the people who come in from Waukesha on the express routes :)

	While I'd be fine with mandatory, is there a way to just solicit the fee from students that want it and opt out if you don't need it?

	Would be nice if it were optional!

	Would support the cost but is there anyway to make this optional - What if the fee was increased slightly but left for the individual to purchase should they want to.  I know from past work on campus with international students who are graduate student status this is an extremely important transportation issue and the UPASS would be helpful.


