MU-GSO Committee Meeting

AMU, 374
Thursday October 16, 2008
Call to Order: Kristen Hickman (in Kathryn Ryan’s absence)
Time: 12:15pm
Agenda Items:

1.0 Announcements
· Dean of the Libraries, Dr. Janice Simmons-Welburn, has requested to present at our next meeting (In November)
· Apologies for last week’s planned meeting.  Event services made a room assignment error.  
2.0 UPASS
· Those present reviewed and discussed the provided statistics and comments (see agenda attachments).
· It was noted that many who responded to the survey were not clear it was an “all or none” proposal and that there is not an option to choose to have the UPASS fee. All graduate students must pay the fee in order for the discounted rate to be offered. 

· It was also unclear to those present whether or not T.A.s and other departmental employees would get their fee paid for by the department or the Graduate School or if they would have to personally pay. 

· Due to the low attendance at the meeting, close results, and contradictory survey comments, it was proposed that Kristen Hickman would further discuss the details of the UPASS with Dr. Wiener in the near future.

· At the next meeting the details will be provided and a decision to continue with or leave the issue will be made
3.0 First Social
· Kristen Hickman reported that 150+ graduate students attended the first social and that it was a success
· Possible future socials ideas include: “Piled Higher and Deeper” – a graduate school comedian, bowling at the Annex, going to the Comedy Café
· Those present showed interest in having a Nov/Dec event at the Annex
· Thursday was suggested as a good day to have the social
4.0 Meeting Time
· Kristen Hickman shared feedback that some are unable to attend meetings at the current time.  She proposed that every other month be a late afternoon meeting and every other be a noon meeting
· Those present said they preferred the noon meeting, however due to the small number of those present the issue will be brought up for next semester. 
5.0 Elections
· November elections will be held for a new president.  
· Nominations can be submitted (see information online)
· Individuals can nominate themselves or other graduate students
· A vote will take place next month. 
6.0 Department Representatives
· Kristen Hickman proposed having departmental representatives to establish communication between the GSO and each department.
· Those present suggested that Kristen contact the department chairs for the name of a student.
· Kristen will follow up on this to establish a list for next semester
7.0 Report from Committees

· The minutes from some committees were provided (see agenda attachments)
· Others had no report
· Kristen Hickman shared that at Academic Senate Public Safety presented and there was discussion on the new faculty/class evaluation system
· Those presented wondered if this would affect TAs or not
· Kristen Hickman will ask and report back
8.0  Open Discussion

· 2 students brought a new issue to the GSO regarding the rights/responsibilities of Teaching Assistants and other graduate students
· Due to hierarchical differences in status, it is unclear how to approach issues within the department
· It was proposed that the GSO take the lead in drafting a rights/responsibilities document in conjunction with the Graduate School if no such document exists
· Kristen Hickman plans to follow up on this with Dr. Wiener before the next meeting
9.0 Next Meeting
· One meeting will be held as a Nov/Dec meeting.  The date will be determined as soon as possible
· Top Priorities include: Decision on UPASS, Election, Rights/Responsibilities follow-up, Social announcement
· Kristen Hickman will meet with Dr. Wiener before then
Meeting Adjourned: 1:10pm

