GSO November/December Meeting
November 12th, 4:30pm 

November 13th, 12:15pm 
Minutes

The following is a combination of the minutes from both the 11/12 and 11/13 meetings with specific notes from each date marked, respectively. 
Call to Order: Kristen Hickman (in Kathryn Ryan’s absence)


11/12/08: 4:30pm


11/13/08: 12:15pm
Agenda Items
I. UPASS Decision

a. Kristen Hickman presented the UPASS decision

i. 11/12 & 11/13: At this point, the GSO nor Graduate School will proceed with the UPASS for graduate students

ii. 11/12 & 11/13: The survey results were mixed and neither party felt comfortable moving forward

iii. 11/12 & 11/13: he GSO can bring another motion to pursue the UPASS at a further date and another survey can be offered to all graduate students

iv. 11/12 & 11/13: It was discussed that the GSO wants to write the survey questions in the future to make sure they are clear to graduate students.  

v. 11/13: Those present agreed that there was more understanding of the UPASS after the survey was completed than there was before so next time the results may be clearer

b. Questions and comments from students can be directed to Kristen Hickman at gso@marquette.edu

II. GA/TA/RA Rights and Responsibilities Update

a. 11/12 & 11/13: Kristen Hickman presented last month’s discussion on assistant’s rights/responsibilities to the group and added that Academic Senate is also discussing this topic in terms of post-graduation plagiarism.  She also announced that an ombudsperson is in place (Kerry Egdorf) and they can be contacted to serve as an unbiased third party for graduate assistants to help resolve issues. 
b. 11/12: A discussion by those present resulted in wanting to move forward with drafting a one page pamphlet or document that outlined rights and responsibilities from a student perspective.  This document could also be used to help graduate students and faculty come to agreement on an acceptable working situation. 
c. 11/13: Those present were in agreement with starting to draft an assistantship document.

III. Next Social

a. Kristen Hickman announced that a social at the Annex was not possible this semester due to scheduling conflicts and unexpected costs and procedures
b. 11/12: Those present were interested in having a social this semester either during finals week or the following week, indicating that many graduate students would still be in the area.  One idea was a come and go holiday or finals themed gathering.  There was also interest in a Marquette Men’s Basketball game social in January.  It was proposed to have a social at a restaurant then people could go to the game from there. 

c. 11/13: Those present were interested in a December social and the basketball social in January and had no additional ideas

d. Kristen Hickman will pursue a December social and attempt to get one in before the end of the semester.  She will also begin planning the basketball social for January/early February

IV. Department Representatives

a. Departments have been contacted to request a department representative to the GSO.  Not all departments have responded but they will continue to be asked to provide someone
b. Kristen Hickman encouraged those present to pass the word on to their classmates if their department did not have a representative

c. 11/12: Kristen Hickman shared that Dr. Pauly, provost, is interested in graduate student input as he is making rounds to the departments (per Theresa Dlugi’s email)

d. 11/13: Erin Fox added that the Dean was very interested in having an involved group of department representatives to the GSO to provide a more representative sample of students. 

e. Kristen Hickman will continue to be in contact with all department representatives for feedback and to help spread the word on GSO topics. 

V. Elections

a. No nominations were received for the Chair position
b. Kristen Hickman motioned to change the GSO constitution so that the Chair served an academic year term instead of the current calendar year term.

i. 11/12: The motion passed unanimously (6 votes)

ii. 11/13: The motion passed unanimously (9 votes)

c. Due to the lack of nominations and the change of term, Kristen Hickman proposed that she serve as both coordinator and Chair for second semester

d. 11/12: Those present agreed this was appropriate and motioned to have Kristen Hickman serve both positions

i. The motion passed unanimously (6 votes)

e. 11/13: Those present requested that nominations continue to be accepted for another 2 weeks to see if there is any interest.

i. A motion was presented to keep nominations open 

1. The motion passed unanimously (9 votes)

f. Nominations will be accepted via the form on the GSO website through Tuesday, November 25, 2008

g. If no nominations are received at this point, those present at the 11/13 meeting motioned to have Kristen Hickman serve as interim Chair

i. The motion passed unanimously (9 votes)

h. 11/13: In summary the following will be reflected in the GSO constitution:

i. The term for the Chair will be the academic year (August-May)

ii. The coordinator may be elected as the Chair if no nominations are received

iii. The coordinator may serve as chair for a semester, when another nomination period will be opened to elect a Chair for second semester.  At this time, if there are no nominations, the coordinator will continue to serve as Chair for the remainder of the academic year and elections will be held as usual in April. 

iv. These changes will be reflected in the language of the Constitution and the amendments will be voted on at the January GSO meeting. 

VI. Committee Updates
a. 11/12: 

i. Kristen Hickman updated those present on Academic Senate and the discussion of post-graduation plagiarism. She also gave the CAPI update.  

ii. Susan Gater gave the Library Board update and requested Graduate student input/requests to take to the Board next semester.  She also requested that there would be an announcement on the next GSO publication asking for student input on Library functions. 

iii. Kristen Hickman shared the CAPI minutes, including the discussion on the online evaluation system

b. 11/13: 

i. Nadia Quintanilla-Brice updated those present on the new online course evaluation system.  She asked for input on whether or not graduate students would use this and if they wanted it to affect the faculty member’s tenure or other professional issues. She also announced that she will graduate in December so another graduate student needs to fill her position
ii. Eric Dunnum updated those present on the
iii. Kristen Hickman shared updates from the 11/12/08 meeting

VII. Open Forum

a. 11/12 & 11/13 – no new issues were raised
Meeting adjorned: Kristen Hickman


11/12: 6:00pm


11/13: 1:00pm

