MU-GSO Committee Meeting

October 3, 2006

2-3pm

AMU 227

Call to Order: Colin Hahn

Time: 2pm
Present: Colin Hahn, Theresa Miller, Kristylea Ojeda, David Barnes, Prajakta Sukerkar, Craig Shockley, Anne Schauer, Wendy Symonds, Brian Marx, Angela Fleck, Susan Monaghan, Carrianne Hayslett
Agenda Items:

1.0 University Ministry:  Updates from Father Majka 
· Reminder that a presentation on how to cope with the stress of being a graduate student will be held on Saturday 10/7 from 10am-noon.  The presentation has a spirituality-based focus.  The event is free, significant others are welcome, and light refreshments will be provided. 
· University Ministry is organizing a service trip for graduate/professional students to Mississippi over Spring Break (March 11th – 18th) to continue helping with post-Hurricane Katrina clean-up and rebuilding.  An informational meeting will be held on Wednesday, 10/11 at noon in Raynor Library Conference Center, Room C.  
2.0 Updates from Student Representatives 
· All comments/concerns should be emailed to each student representative 
· University Board of Graduate Studies – Update from representative Colin Hahn.  All correspondence should be addressed to Colin.Hahn@mu.edu
· Graduate/professional students comprise 32% of Marquette’s student population.  Marquette has the goal of increasing the graduate population to 35%.  Below are some ideas UBGS is exploring to accomplish this goal:
· Explore how to enhance recruitment 
· Work on increasing available funding for research assistantships and student research 
· UBGS is working to implement a university-wide list of specifications for dissertation advisors and committee members.  The specifications will resemble what is already in place for Marquette’s Interdisciplinary Ph.D. program.  Colin distributed a handout with the proposed specifications.  
· Colin sought feedback on the specifications and will present feedback to the UBGS at the next meeting.  
· Pending approval, the Law School is adding a Master’s in Sports Law program.  This program will be open to individuals who completed their law degree outside of the U.S. as one way to help increase the international student population.  
· New certification programs are being added in the Communication Department 
· Academic Senate – Colin Hahn provided the update for representative Kail Decker.  Any correspondence regarding the Academic Senate should be addressed to Kail.Decker@mu.edu 
· Report on the status of graduate students finds that the number of full-time graduate students has dropped slightly from last year while the number of part-time students has slightly increased
· The Academic Senate announced a goal to enhance diversity among students and faculty. 
· Discussion ensued with suggestion that status of diversity in each department should be assessed and then departments lacking in diversity should be targeted in particular to help increase diversity amongst students and faculty across the entire university 
· Another identified goal is to enhance global education 
· There will be an evaluation of doctoral programs this year that will include the National Research Council examining programs that have had at least 5 graduates in the last 5 years.  The evaluation will involve:

·  Surveys and interviews with faculty, students, and alumni and will also look at how the university distributes resources to students.  

· Identifying how to improve the financial aid department and increasing the level of instructional technology in classrooms 
· New governance structure that will involve a shared governance system between faculty and administration rather than being primarily run by the administration as in the past 
· Committee on Teaching – Colin Hahn provided the update for representative Austin Reece.  Any correspondence regarding the Academic Senate should be addressed to Austin.Reece@mu.edu   
· The COT set the following agenda for the year:
· Develop a precise definition of what makes a “great “ teacher 
· Develop new methods for evaluating faculty in a straight-forward and objective manner.  

· Increase emphasis on pedagogy by developing a newsletter to share teaching techniques and increasing accessibility of technology in the classroom 

· University Library Board – Update from representative Kristylea Ojeda.  All correspondence should be addressed to Kristylea.Ojeda@mu.edu 
· Janice Simmons-Welburn has been appointed the new Dean of Libraries.  
· The purpose of board is to communicate with faculty about the library policies and to ascertain any ways that the faculty feels that the library can be improved 
· Dean Simmons-Welburn would like to have an open-discussion with students about any concerns.  The date of the open forum is yet to be announced.   

· Dean Simmons-Welburn is offering to have a separate forum for graduate students if desired.  Consensus by those present is to have a separate meeting as graduate students’ needs differ from undergraduate students 
· The library is encouraging that requests for resources be submitted.  

· Dean Simmon-Welburn is looking for different ways to advertise library events such as the Research Lunches.  These events are currently advertised on the library website, the Graduate School Bulletin, and News Briefs.  

· The library is starting to transition to more online journal subscriptions vs. print and is looking to eventually get rid of print.  
· Suggestion was made to create criteria to determine what print should be destroyed and what should be kept as some online journals that are not in PDF form do not display graphs and tables.  
· Board for Student Media –  All correspondence should be sent to representative Mark Zunac at Marc.Zunac@mu.edu 
· This committee has not met yet.    
3.0 Update from Social Committee 

· First social is tentatively scheduled for Friday 10/27.  More details will be announced soon.  
· Ideas for social include brewery tours, bar nights, going to a play, attending basketball games.  Anne Schauer is going to explore prices for blocks of men and women’s basketball tickets. 
4.0 Parking Task Force – Volunteers Needed

· Anybody interested should email gso@mu.edu 

5.0 Student Activity Fee/UPass Task Force Update

· Survey will designed to assess student response toward paying an activity fee and identifying if there is a student fee, how should the funds be spent
· Question arose of whether the fee would come out of graduate assistantship stipends
· Suggestion made to discuss funding situation with university.  Volunteers directed to see Colin Hahn.  
6.0 Open Forum 
· Suggestion made to create a listserv for graduate students – especially for international students.  Hahn suggested a forum be placed on the GSO website.  
· Suggestion that if a student activity fee is implemented that graduate students should have a union.  Colin will open this for further discussion at the November GSO meeting.  
Meeting Adjourned:  3:25pm  
