GSO Meeting Minutes
13 November 2007 at 11:30 am 

AMU 305
Call to Order: Theresa Miller (chair)

Time: 11:33 am
Attendees: Theresa Miller (chair), Colin Hahn (vice-chair), Kendall Cortright (GSO Coordinator), Joe Hamelund, Sampada Wakde, Nadia Quintanilla, Noshaba Khan, Jim Peters, Katie Ryan, Alfredo Cantoral, Kristylea Ojeda

1.0 Introductions


1.1 GSO Officers: The officers of the organization briefly introduced themselves 

2.0 Student Representative Updates 

2.1 Academic Senate: Alfredo Cantoral reported that the Academic Senate is evaluating the goals of Marquette, whether it should be a research university or a university that does research.  Currently, it is a university that focuses primarily on teaching.  They are evaluating if professors should have a lighter class load so that they would have more time to do research.  Another issue was the question of how the culture of graduate students could be improved (like getting a grad student lounge for example).
2.2 Board of Student Media: Sampada Wakde reported that the director of the Board of Student Media has not been in contact with her.  She is trying to find out information about the board, but has not been getting responses.
2.3 Committee on Academic Policies and Issues:  Nadia Quintanilla reported that the new board has met twice already and they plan to meet often.  The first task for the board is to reevaluate the titles of adjunct professors at Marquette.  The board is investigating what other universities call their adjunct professors.  They are hoping to come to a conclusion in December and deliver their findings to the Academic Senate.
2.4 Committee on Student Space: Joseph Hamelund reported that the committee has not met yet and plans to meet this Friday at 10am.
2.5 Committee on Teaching: Kristin Shebesta was not present.  She wrote earlier that she has nothing to report because her committee has not met recently.
2.6 University Board of Graduate Studies: Colin Hahn reported that UBGS met last Thursday.  However, he was not able to make the meeting so he will have the minutes posted on the GSO website.  
2.7 University Library Board: Kristylea Ojeda reported that the University Library Board has met once.  Their past meeting discussed a new strategic plan for the library to improve and maintain library services.  Some of the goals are to continue offering various workshops to students, to make sure that everyone has easy access to the library and to make the webpage more user friendly.  They also discussed that the library budget is large enough where they can take special requests to purchase new materials.  Finally, they discussed that the Board would like to receive feedback from graduate students.
3.0 Old Business
3.1 Report on University Leadership Council Meeting: Colin Hahn reported that the GSO was given an audience with the ULC, which is one of the major governing bodies of the University.  Theresa Miller addressed graduate students’ concerns over health insurance.  Theresa presented to the ULC data on health care costs and responses from the health insurance survey.  She believes that it was overall positive.  Colin addressed at the ULC meeting the issue of the student activity fee.  He gave suggestions of uses of an activity fee such as subsidizing conference expenses for students presenting papers, funding the U-Pass and hosting social events for graduate students.  The ULC offered their concerns of the timeline and difficulty of implementing this. 
4.0 New Business
4.1 Elections: Theresa Miller reported that the GSO’s terms for the officers are based on a calendar year so the positions of chair and vice-chair for 2007 are done.  The GSO is opening up the elections to all graduate students.  Anyone can nominate themselves or someone else for either of the positions.  To nominate someone, students need to send a short paragraph to the GSO explaining some basic information about why this student is a good candidate for the position.  Nominations will be due Monday November 26th.  Following that, elections will open for one week and close on December 6th.  Students will be notified via email about the nomination/election process.
4.2 Teaching award: Colin Hahn reported that a teaching award is given out yearly by a university committee that recognizes outstanding faculty.  Each organization on campus is allowed to recommend 3 faculty members.  The GSO is looking for nominations from graduate students.  In order to nominate a faculty member, a student must write up a recommendation letter of one page or less and turn it into the GSO.  The award is given out in the early part of next semester, but nominations are now being accepted.  The award is open to any professors regardless of fulltime or part-time status. 

4.3 Funding Allocation Board: Colin Hahn reported that if a student fee is established, the GSO needs to have the proper means to handle it in place.  The GSO is looking to start a funding allocation board to draft a set of bylaws to regulate how funds would be handled within the GSO.  The committee would be in charge of speaking with the Office of Student Development and the undergraduate student government to help determine how this would be set up.  If anyone is interested in doing this, please let the GSO know.
5.0 Open Forum: 
5.1 WISN Interview: Theresa Miller was contacted by an intern at WISN (a local TV station) that is looking for volunteers to conduct an interview discussing health care coverage for graduate students.  If anyone is interested in doing this, please contact Theresa Miller.

4.3 End of the Semester Social: Theresa Miller asked for suggestions for the final social.  Students suggested near campus and before finals week.
Meeting Adjournment
