MU-GSO Committee Meeting

AMU Ballroom A
February 26, 2007
Call to Order: Theresa Miller
Time: 5:45pm
Present: Angela Fleck, Colin Hahn, Theresa Miller, Brian Marx, Andrea Thompson, Kristylea Ojeda, Walter Samuel 
Agenda Items:

1.0 Update – UPASS/Graduate Student Activity Fee Survey
· Ideas were recommended for the survey
· Final survey will be emailed to “UPASS” committee and all present at today’s meeting for feedback
2.0 University Ministry – Fr. Majka – no update 
3.0 Teaching Excellence Award

· Formal process will be derived.  

· GSO will sponsor annually 
· Will advertise right before semester break in future
· Idea for GSO to give out teaching excellence award 
4.0 Student Representative Updates

· University Board of Graduate Studies – Colin Hahn

· Change in course numbering system beginning next academic year because it looks like undergrads are taking remedial courses and grad students are taking sophomore courses – so it will be changed to a 4 digit system (e.g., 1000 for intro courses; 6000 for grad students, etc.)  

· Leave of absence policy changed – anytime taken off doesn’t count against student.  If on an assistantship, it will be renewed when student comes back whenever possible 

· Publishing dissertations and theses electronically instead of submitting a hard copy to UMI.  

· Full-time status & continuous enrollment:  current status is that 7 credits is full-time and anything under is part-time.  Administration wants to get rid of continuous enrollment due to fraud issue of students receiving it solely to continue being eligible for financial aid.  

· Full-time status:  most universities have full-time as equally 9 credits (MU has 7 credits).  Dr. Wiener is meeting with directors of graduate studies to see how full-time status will look for their respective programs.  no action will be taken soon – in information gathering stage.  

· Academic Senate – Kail Decker – no update
· Committee on Teaching – Austin Reece – no update
· University Library Board – Kristylea Ojeda – no update
· Board for Student Media – Mark Zunac – no update
· Student Space – Theresa Miller – no update 
5.0 Update – Social Committee
· Recap on basketball social – worked out well and had good turnout

· Future socials will include bowling at the Annex and a tour of the Miller Brewery (dates to be announced) 

6.0 GSO Faculty Advisor 
· Ask for nominations and brief explanation of why faculty member should be nominated (why would be a good advisor)  

· An email will be sent out before the next meeting 

7.0 GSO Subcommittees 
· Possible options for future subcommittees:

· Social 

· University ministry/spirituality 

· Public Relations
· Special Task Force (e.g., UPASS)
8.0 Open Forum 
· Sharepoint site for GSO to enhance communication
· Continue attaching agenda/meeting minutes in emails.  

· Pizza with the dean – 3/15 at 4:30pm  
Meeting Adjourned:  6:51 pm
