MU-GSO Committee Meeting

Cudahy Hall, Room 118
March 27, 2007
Call to Order: Theresa Miller
Time: 3:30pm
Present: Theresa Miller, Colin Hahn, Kristylea Ojeda, Emily Blaser, Angela Fleck, Dana Mills, Jon Parpasenos
Agenda Items:

1.0 Introduction & Welcome to Jon Paparsenos, new Advancement Officer for the Graduate School

· Jon is interested in learning about issues and concerns affecting graduate/professional students and is interested in helping students address their concerns 
2.0 Update from Dana Mills on Healthcare 
· Have list of 20 potential vendors 

· Aiming for premium to be around $1,000 although will likely be higher
· Will have another update by the 3rd week of April

3.0 Faculty Advisor Nominations – Update
· GSO is looking for a faculty advisor to help offer a perspective and guidance from the faculty arena.  
· GSO will continue to also have Erin Fox from the Graduate School also serve as an advisor as Erin provides assistance/guidance from the administrative end
· An email with the nomination form has been distributed
· One nomination has been received
4.0 Student Representative Updates

· University Board of Graduate Studies – Colin Hahn

· Looking toward having electronic theses/dissertations that may involve the following: 
· Students will have to submit their thesis/dissertation electronically although there will be exceptions (e.g., research is classified)
· Workshops will be held instructing students on how to submit their thesis/disseration electronically 
· The Graduate School has applied for a grant for interventions to help increase completion rates of PhD. candidates  (MU has about 70-75% completion rate)  interventions may include:
· Advising 

· Support networks  

· Putting together podcasts on different portions of the dissertations 

· Graduate writing consultants from each department to become employees of the Writing Center to serve as editors
· Continuous Enrollment: 

· Terms will be changed to help prevent abuse of it (e.g., students using continuous enrollment to be eligible for financial enrollment or defer loans) 
· The Provost drafted a policy that will be available next year that offers alternatives to continuous enrollment such as dissertation continuation, thesis continuation, professional project continuation, and research credits (the first 3 options would function the same as continuous enrollment does now)
· Academic Senate – Kail Decker:  No Update
· Committee on Teaching – Austin Reece:  No Update
· University Library Board – Kristylea Ojeda:  No Update 
· Board for Student Media – Mark Zunac:  No Update
· Student Space – Theresa Miller:  No Update
5.0 2007-2008 Student Representative Process

· Applications for the 2007-2008 academic year will be accepted for the student representative positions for the committees listed above (the application will be distributed via email)

· General Application Eligibility Criteria:
· Attend the committee meetings 

· Be available to attend GSO meetings to provide updates

· Been a graduate/professional student at Marquette for at least one year duration

6.0 Update – Social Committee
· Next Social on Thursday 3/29 from 5-8:30pm:  $1 Bowling at the Annex
· Upcoming Social in April:  Miller Brewery Tour (will be scheduled on a Saturday, date TBA)
7.0 Open Forum 
· Interest in participating in Hunger Task Force and having a volunteer committee next year
· Suggestion to send out all emails to program directors to forward onto their students 
· Non-profit project idea from student was brought up and followed by a discussion of how the GSO can be of help.  Consensus was that more clarification was needed as to what role, if any, the GSO can play
Meeting Adjourned:  4:30pm
