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AMUW

The Association of 
Marquette University Women

The Need for a Women’s Organization:
 In 1935 Mabel McElligott (bottom left) was the Dean of  Women 
at Marquette. She recognized the need for women’s housing. The 
70 female students were either living in rooming houses in very 
poor conditions, or with family and friends off  campus.  Drexel 
Lodge (left) was one of  the only places for the women students to gather 
on campus. By 1938 McElligott had organized a group of  500 women 
to be known as the Association of  Marquette University Women.
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AMUW Quick Facts:
 Mabel McElligott, Dean of  Women prompted the idea of  the AMUW• 
 1938 AMUW formed: 500 members• 
 Alumnae House: fi rst women’s residence funded by AMUW• 
 By the mid 1960s nearly 20 women’s residences had been purchased• 

Drexel Lodge, circa 1930

Alumnae House - 1938:
 Alumnae House (right) was the 
fi rst accomplishment of  the AMUW. 
In the fall of  1938 Alumnae House 
opened its doors to its fi rst occupants. 
85 women residents• 
Rent Dues: $260-$300 per year• 
Breakfast & Dinner included• 
The fi rst University-sponsored• 

  living quarters on campus

Alumnae House, circa 1939
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