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--------------------------------------- 

Governor Tommy G. Thompson 

State of the State Address 

Wednesday, January 28, 1987 

--------------------------------------- 

 

Chief Justice Heffernan, Members of the Supreme COURT, LIEUTENANT 

GOVERNOR MCCALLUM, CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS, SPEAKER LOFTUS, 

PRESIDENT RISSER, MEMBERS OF THE SENATE, MEMBERS OF THE 

ASSEMBLE, MEMBERS OF THE CABINET, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS AND THE 

PEOPLE OF WISCONSIN. 

 

THIS IS MY FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO BE BACK “HOME” In THE ASSEMBLE 

SINCE THE PEOPLE OF WISCONSIN GAVE ME THE PRIVILEGE OF BEING 

THEIR GOVERNOR. 

 

SPEAKER LOFTUS, YOU AND I ARE In A UNIQUE SITUATION, FOR TWENTY 

YEARS I WANTED THE POSITION YOU NOW HOLD ... AND SOME PEOPLE 

WOULD SAY THAT YOU WANT THE POSITION I NOW HOLD. 

 

HOWEVER, THAT DOESN’T  MEAN I WANT TO SWITCH PLACES WITH YOU!! 

 

BEING THE GOVERNOR OF THIS GREAT STATE IS A WONDERFUL 

CHALLENGE AND I CAN CERTAINLY UNDERSTAND WHY MANY PEOPLE 

WANT THE JOB.  IT’S THE BEST JOB THERE IS In WISCONSIN ... BECAUSE A 

GOVERNOR HAS THE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO ACCOMPLISH MUCH FOR 

PEOPLE OF WISCONSIN ... BUT ONLY In PARTNERSHIP WITH THE 

LEGISLATURE. 

 

I HAVE TREMENDOUS RESPECT FOR THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS AND FOR 

EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU. 

 

EVEN THOUGH WE COME  FROM DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS, HAVE 

DIFFERENT PHILOSOPHIES AND ARE MEMBERS OF DIFFERENT POLITICAL 

PARTIES, WE ARE ALL UNITED In OUR COMMITMENT AND DEDICATION TO 

WISCONSIN.. THIS IS OUR HOME. 

 

THIS IS WHERE WE HAVE DECIDED TO LIVE AND WORK. 

 

THIS IS WHERE WE WANT TO RAISE OUR FAMILIES AND EDUCATE OUR 

CHILDREN. 

 



Source: Marquette University Libraries; Tommy G. Thompson Collection; Series 
2: Gubernatorial Speeches 
 

 

 2 

THIS IS WHERE WE HOPE OUR CHILDREN CAN FIND PRODUCTIVE JOBS AND 

WHERE WE HOPE OUR PARENTS CAN RETIRE In THEIR OWN HOMES. 

 

THE ONLY WAY ALL OF THIS WILL HAPPEN IS IF WE WORK TOGETHER AS 

PARTNERS FOR A BETTER WISCONSIN. 

 

TEAMWORK, COOPERATION AND HARD WORK WILL BE THE DRIVING 

FORCES OF MY ADMINISTRATION. 

 

I KNOW THAT WE ARE GOING TO DISAGREE SOMETIMES.  THERE’S 

NOTHING WRONG WITH THAT. 

 

THERE IS A TIME FOR PARTISAN DEBATE. 

 

THERE IS A TIME FOR GENUINE DISAGREEMENT. 

 

NO ONE UNDERSTANDS BETTER THAN I THE NEED FOR THE MAJORITY 

AND THE MINORITY TO VIGOROUSLY VOICE THEIR DIFFERENCES. 

 

BUT , AFTER THE DEBATE IS OVER, I HOPE WE CAN WORK TOGETHER AS 

PARTNERS TO PICK THE BEST SOLUTION AND IMPLEMENT IT. 

 

OUR BIGGEST CHALLENGE IS TO CREATE MORE JOBS In WISCONSIN. 

 

WE’VE READ ALL THE STUDIES, WE’VE SEEN ALL THE REPORTS AND 

WE’VE ARGUED ABOUT THEIR ACCURACY.  BUT, THE BOTTOM LINE IS 

THAT WE HAVE NOT DONE WELL In COMPARISON TO OTHER STATES In THE 

CREATION AND RETENTION OF JOBS. 

 

YES, WE HAVE HAD INCREASES In SOME SEGMENTS OF OUR STATE 

ECONOMY, BUT TOO MANY OF THOSE NEW JOBS ARE FOR LOWER WAGES 

THAN THE JOBS WE LOST. 

 

In RECENT YEARS, OUR ECONOMIC GROWTH HAS BEEN ONLY ONE-HALF 

THE NATIONAL AVERAGE. 

 

In 1995, WISCONSIN RANKED 46TH OUT OF 50 STATES In ITS 

ENTREPRENEURIAL CLIMATE. 

 

JUST A FEW DAY S AGO, THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON JOBS AND SMALL 

BUSINESS REPORTED THAT SINCE 2980 THE UNITED STATES HAS LOST ONE 

MILLION JOBS THAT PAID AN AVERAGE OF $13 AN HOUR AND GAINED 5.5 

MILLION JOBS THAT NOW PAY ONLY $5 TO $7 DOLLARS AN HOUR. 
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THAT SAME REPORT PROJECTED THAT FOR THE FIRST TIME In HISTORY, 

AMERICANS FACE THE VERY REAL THREAT THAT THEIR CHILDREN’S 

STANDARD OF LIVING WILL BE LESS THAN THEIR OWN. 

 

WE CAN NOT AND WILL NOT LET THAT HAPPEN In WISCONSIN. 

 

OF COURSE, SOME OF OUR PROBLEMS HAVE BEN CAUSED BY FORCES 

BEYOND OUR BORDERS ... BUT SOME OF THEM ARE THE RESULT OF 

SITUATIONS WITHIN OUR BORDERS. 

 

TO MAKE OUR STATE A LEADER IN BUSINESS AND JOB CREATION, WE 

MUST CHANGE ATTITUDES -- OUR WON AND ESPECIALLY THE ATTITUDES 

THAT OTHERS HAVE ABOUT WISCONSIN. 

 

AND, I BELIEVE THAT TOGETHER WE’RE ALREADY DOING THAT. 

 

I AM VERY GRATEFUL FOR HT BIPARTISAN EFFORTS THAT MANY OF YOU 

HAVE MADE TO IMPROVE WISCONSIN’S BUSINESS CLIMATE. 

 

PEOPLE ARE ALREADY BECOMING MORE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT DOING 

BUSINESS IN WISCONSIN.  THEY KNOW THAT THE THOMPSON 

ADMINISTRATION AND BOTH THE DEMOCRATS AND THE REPUBLICANS IN 

OUR LEGISLATURE ARE INTERESTED IN COOPERATION INSTEAD OF 

CONFRONTATION. 

 

NOW, I WOULD LIKE TO GIVE YOU AN UPDATE ON AMC. 

 

WE HAVE ACQUIRED THE NECESSARY OPTIONS TO PURCHASE LAND. 

 

THE LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL  UNIONS ARE MEETING TODAY WITH 

COMPANY OFFICIALS. 

 

BEAR-STEARNS IS DOING A STUDY OF AMC’S FINANCIAL CONDITION FOR 

US. 

 

IF AMC AND CHRYSLER CONCLUDE A SATISFACTORY AGREEMENT FOR 

THE ASSEMBLE OF CHRYSLER OMNI/HORIZON CARS, CHRYSLER WILL 

PROVIDE SUBSTANTIAL DIRECT DOLLAR SUPPORT TO THE PROJECT FOR 

THE FIRST FIVE YEARS. 

 

OBVIOUSLY, THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY, INCLUDING AMC, GM AND 

CHRYSLER, HAS DOMINATED MY AGENDA THESE FIRST THREE WEEKS.  

HOWEVER, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS MORE THAN JUST AUTOMOBILE 

COMPANIES. 
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IT’S THE FOREST INDUSTRY AND PAPER PRODUCTS OF THE NORTH. 

 

IT’S THE HEAVY MANUFACTURING AREAS OF THE SOUTHEAST. 

 

IT’S THE FARMS AND AGRI-BUSINESSES OF OUR RURAL AREAS. 

 

IT’S THE EMERGING HIGH-TECH ENTREPRENEURS IN OUT CITIES THAT ARE 

REALLY BYPRODUCTS OF OUR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. 

 

... AND, IT’S THE MAIN STREET MERCHANTS AND GROCERS OF OUR SMALL 

TOWNS LIKE ELROY. 

 

IT’S ALSO AN EMPHASIS ON KEEPING JOBS IN WISCONSIN LIKE THE 105 

JOBS AT HAMILTON INDUSTRIES IN ELKHORN THAT COULD HAVE GONE TO 

ILLINOIS IF WE HADN’T STEPPED IN TO SAVE THEM. 

 

WE ALL KNOW THAT CHANGES IN THE NATIONAL AND STATE ECONOMIES 

MAY CAUSE SOME PLANT LAYOFFS OR CLOSINGS. 

 

BUT THOSE EVENTS SHOULD INSPIRE US EVEN MORE TO WORK HARDER 

AND TO WORK TOGETHER AND FIGHT EVEN HARDER TO RETAIN AND 

CREATE JOBS. 

 

IN THESE FIRST WEEKS, WE HAVE STARTED TO REVITALIZE THE 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT. 

 

IT IS BECOMING A DYNAMIC ADVOCATE FOR BUSINESS AND THE DRIVING 

FORCE FOR STATE PROMOTION. 

 

IT WILL BE COORDINATING ALL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS IN 

AREAS SUCH AS THE SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTERS IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN. 

 

IT WILL ALSO WORK CLOSELY WITH “FORWARD WISCONSIN” SO THAT WE 

CAN HAVE A UNIFIED AND CONSISTENT EFFORT. 

 

WE WILL ALSO BE CREATING A JOBS ACTION NETWORK TO IDENTIFY 

EMERGING NEW OPPORTUNITIES AND TO ALSO SEEK OUT BUSINESSES 

THAT NEED HELP TO STAY IN WISCONSIN AND EXPAND. 

 

AND, I’M ALSO HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE TODAY THAT I WILL BE RE-

ACTIVATING THE WISCONSIN FOREST COUNCIL.  IN 28 OUT OF OUR 72 

COUNTIES, INDUSTRIES DEPENDENT ON WOOD AR THE LARGEST 

MANUFACTURING EMPLOYERS. 
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I SEE THE WISCONSIN FOREST COUNCIL BECOMING A REAL CATALYST FOR 

SOLVING PROBLEMS AND DEVELOPING NEW OPPORTUNITIES. 

 

IN MY REVENUE BILL, I AM PROPOSING THAT THERE BE A SALES TAX 

EXEMPTION ON THE WOOD WASTE THAT IS USED FOR FUEL BY 

BUSINESSES. 

 

IN A SEPARATE ACTION TODAY, I AM REQUESTING THAT THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL WITHDRAW THE STATE’S APPEAL OF THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE 

PLAN FOR THE NATIONAL FOREST IN WISCONSIN. 

 

EVERY ONE OF THESE CHANGES IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE, COMBINED, 

THEY REMOVE THE BARRIERS TO BUSINESS CREATION AND EXPANSION 

THAT EXIST IN WISCONSIN. 

 

TOGETHER, AS PARTNERS, WE MUST LOOK CRITICALLY AT THE WAY THAT 

GOVERNMENT REACHES TOO FAR INTO THE WALLETS AND POCKETBOOKS 

OF OUR CITIZENS AND OUT BUSINESSES. 

 

TOGETHER, AS PARTNERS WE MUST ALSO HELP THE PEOPLE OF 

WISCONSIN TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE RECENT CHANGES IN 

FEDERAL TAX LAW. 

 

TOWARD THAT GOAL, I AM GIVING YOU A REVENUE BILL THAT CHANGES 

OUR TAX LAWS IN SEVERAL WAYS TO PROMOTE NEW GROWTH AND NEW 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

 

APPROVING A REVENUE BILL BEFORE APPROVING A BUDGET IS A GOOD 

IDEA BECAUSE IT WILL GIVE US A REVENUE LEVEL ON WHICH WE CAN 

BASE OUR SPENDING DECISIONS. 

 

THE REVENUE BILL WILL CONSOLIDATE TAX CHANGES INTO ONE BILL FOR 

EASIER DISCUSSION AND DEBATE. 

 

AND, IT WILL ENABLE TAXPAYERS TO PLAN THEIR PERSONAL AND 

BUSINESS FINANCES WITH A FILL AWARENESS OF THE TAX IMPACT ON 

THEM. 

 

THE REVENUE BILL WILL CONFORM THE STATE’S INDIVIDUAL INCOME 

TAX IN MOST RESPECTS TO THE CHANGES IN FEDERAL LAW EXCEPT THAT 

WE WILL RETAIN THE STATE’S 60% DEDUCTION FOR INCOME DERIVED 

FROM LONG-TERM CAPITAL GAINS. 
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BUT, THIS IS NOT A PROVISION OF THE RICH.  MORE THAN EIGHTY 

PERCENT OF THOSE WHO USE CAPITAL GAINS HAVE INCOMES OF LESS 

THAN $50,000.  

 

THIS 60% CAPITAL GAINS DEDUCTION WILL ATTRACT MORE 

ENTREPRENEURS INTO WISCONSIN WHO WILL START BUSINESSES THAT 

WILL EMPLOY MORE AND MORE PEOPLE. 

 

IT WILL ALSO ENCOURAGE ENTREPRENEURS ALREADY HERE TO EXPAND 

AND PROVIDE EVEN MORE JOBS. 

 

THIS PROPOSAL IS SO VERY IMPORTANT TO THE FUTURE OF WISCONSIN 

BECAUSE  80% OF THE NEW JOBS OF THE FUTURE WILL BE WITH 

COMPANIES THAT EMPLOY FEWER THAN 100 PEOPLE. 

 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR SCOTT MCCALLUM HAS ALREADY ACCEPTED 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF LEADING THE GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ON 

SMALL BUSINESS SO THAT WE CAN BUILD ON OUR PAST SUCCESSES AND 

REALLY ACCELERATE BUSINESS GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT. 

 

TOGETHER, AS PARTNERS, THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND THE 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT CAN MAKE WISCONSIN THE 

NUMBER ONE STATE IN THE UNION FOR SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT. 

 

ALSO INCLUDED IN MY REVENUE BILL PROPOSAL IS THE PHASING OUT OF 

THE STATE’S INHERITANCE AND GIFT TAXES OVER THE NEXT FOUR 

YEARS. 

 

IN 1995, WISCONSIN RANKED THE EIGHTH HIGHEST AMONG THE STATES IN  

PER CAPITA INHERITANCE AND GIFT TAX COLLECTIONS.  OUR PER CAPITA 

INHERITANCE/GIFT TAX WAS 72% HIGHER THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE. 

 

THAT IS SIMPLY UNACCEPTABLE. 

 

THIS OVER-TAXATION HAS CAUSED MANY RETIREES TO BECOME LEGAL 

RESIDENTS OF OTHER STATES SO THEY COULD AVOID THE WISCONSIN 

TAX.  MONEY THAT COULD BE USED FOR INVESTMENT IN WISCONSIN HAS 

BEEN FLOWING OUT OF WISCONSIN.  WE’VE BEEN LOSING THE 

INVESTMENT CAPITAL, OTHER REVENUE SOURCES AND A LOT OF HUMAN 

TALENT. 

 

THE PASSAGE OF THE “GAP” TAX PROVISION IN THE REVENUE BILL WILL 

SOLVE THIS PROBLEM BECAUSE IT WILL RESULT IN NO ADDITIONAL TAX 

ON PEOPLE INHERITING PROPERTY. 
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THE TAX IS DESIGNED TO CAPTURE THE STATE DEATH TAX CREDIT 

AGAINST THE FEDERAL ESTATE TAX.  ESTATES LESS THAN $600,000 

WOULD PAY NO TAX AT ALL. 

 

THE SO-CALLED “WINDFALL” OF REVENUE THAT WILL RESULT FROM 

FEDERAL CHANGES WILL BE USED FOR AN ACROSS-THE-BOARD 3.5% 

REDUCTION IN STATE INCOME TAX RATES. 

 

ALL THESE CHANGES WILL ALLOW THE PEOPLE OF WISCONSIN TO KEEP 

MORE  OF THEIR HARD-EARNED DOLLARS FOR THEMSELVES AND FOR 

THEIR FAMILIES. 

 

THIS REVENUE BILL WILL GIVE US A CLEAR PICTURE OF HOW MANY TAX 

DOLLARS ARE AVAILABLE FOR STATE PROGRAMS AND, MORE 

IMPORTANTLY, IT WILL ENCOURAGE NEW BUSINESS AND THE CREATION 

OF JOBS. 

 

WE MUST ALSO COMBINE FORCES TO SOLVE YOUR PROPERTY TAX 

PROBLEM. 

 

THE VICTIMS WHO SUFFER THE MOST UNDER OUR CURRENT PROPERTY 

TAX SYSTEM ARE WISCONSIN’S FARMERS AND OUR ELDERLY WHO ARE 

LIVING ON FIXED INCOMES. 

 

AND, WE FIND OURSELVES ALMOST LOCKED INTO THE COMPLEXITY OF 

THE PROBLEM.  WE’VE ALREADY TRIED SEVERAL SOLUTIONS, BUT THE 

PROBLEM IS STILL WITH US. 

 

WISCONSIN IS STILL AMONG THE TOP STATES IN PROPERTY TAX PER ACRE 

AND PROPERTY TAX PER DOLLAR OF FARM INCOME. 

 

HOWEVER, I STILL THINK WE NEED TO BE OPTIMISTIC.  I THINK WE THAT IF 

WE TRY AGAIN AND WORK TOGETHER ON IT AGAIN, WE CAN BE 

SUCCESSFUL. 

 

THEREFORE, I WILL SOON BE APPOINTING THE LOCAL PROPERTY TAX 

RELIEF COMMISSION.  DANE COUNTY EXECUTIVE JONATHAN BARRY HAS 

ALREADY AGREED TO BE THE CHAIRMAN AND THE COMMISSION WILL 

REPORT THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS TO ME BY SEPTEMBER 1, 1987. 

 

THE COMMISSION WILL EXAMINE WHETHER OR NOT EXISTING PROPERTY 

TAX EXEMPTIONS WOULD BE MODIFIED OR REPEALED. 

 

THE COMMISSION WILL INVESTIGATE ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF 

FUNDING FOR LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 
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IT WILL STUDY THE MAJOR STATE AID FORMULAS THAT ARE CURRENTLY 

BEING USED TO DISTRIBUTE FUNDS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

 

IT WILL INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY OF A CONSTITUTIONAL LIMIT ON 

MILL RATES. 

 

AND, IT WILL EXAMINE DIFFERENT METHODS OF IMPROVING ASSESSMENT 

PRACTICES. 

 

AFTER THEIR WORK IS DONE, I HOPE WE CAN GIVE THE LEGISLATURE A 

PACKAGE OF PROPOSALS TO MOVE US TOWARD  SOLVING THE PROPERTY 

TAX PROBLEM. 

 

CERTAINLY, THE FORCES THAT ULTIMATELY DETERMINE FARM PRICES 

AND FARM INCOME MAY BE BEYOND OUR CONTROL,  BUT WE CAN TAKE 

ACTION TO REDUCE THE FARMER’S COSTS BY REDUCTION THE PRESSURES 

THAT HAVE, IN THE PAST, CAUSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASES. 

 

THAT’S WHY I WILL BE ASKING THE LEGISLATURE TO INCREASE THE 

STATE AID TO LOCAL SCHOOLS SO THAT WE CAN ACHIEVE THE GOAL OF 

50% STATE FUNDING WITHIN THE NEXT FOUR YEARS. 

 

TO HELP OUR FARMERS, I AM ALSO PROPOSING THE CONTINUATION OF 

THE STATE CROP PROGRAM.  WE NOW HAVE 223 PARTICIPATING LENDERS 

WHO HELPED 1397 FARM FAMILIES LAST YEAR. 

 

THIS WAS GOVERNOR EARL’S PROGRAM AND I GIVE HIM CREDIT FOR IT.  

DURING MY ADMINISTRATION, WE WILL CONTINUE THE GOOD PROGRAMS 

OF THE PAST AND TRY TO MAKE THEM EVEN BETTER. 

 

THIS PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE STATE, THE LENDING INSTITUTIONS 

AND OUR FARMERS HAS FRANKLY WORKED MUCH BETTER THAN 

ANYONE EXPECTED.  THE ORIGINAL BUDGET TWO EARS AGO ASSUMED A 

20% LOAN DEFAULT RATE. 

 

BUT OUR FARMERS HAVE WORKED HARD AND THE DEFAULT RATE IS LESS 

THAN 8%. 

 

ANOTHER EXTREMELY IMPORTANT SEGMENT OF OUR ECONOMY IS THE 

TOURISM INDUSTRY. 
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THAT’S WHY MY ADMINISTRATION HAS ALREADY ASKED THE 

LEGISLATURE FOR A $2 MILLION SPECIAL APPROPRIATION FOR TOURISM 

PROMOTION. 

 

WE MUST BECOME COMPETITIVE WITH OUR NEIGHBORS.  MICHIGAN IS 

SPENDING $11.8 MILLION THIS YEAR AND ILLINOIS IS SPENDING $15.5 

MILLION TO ATTRACT VACATION TRAVELERS. 

 

WE’RE SPENDING ONLY $1.3 MILLION. 

 

FRANKLY, WE NEED THE EXTRA $2 MILLION QUICKLY SO THAT WE CAN 

MAINTAIN OUR CURRENT MARKET-SHARE AND HOPEFULLY EXPAND ON 

IT.  THIS IS A SITUATION THAT HAS THE POTENTIAL FOR DOUBLE 

BENEFITS. 

 

WHEN PEOPLE VISIT WISCONSIN, THEY LEAVE SOME OF THEIR MONEY 

HERE. 

 

BUT, THOSE VISITS ALSO INTRODUCE NEWCOMERS TO THE BEAUTY OF 

WISCONSIN AND ULTIMATELY CAN CONVINCE PEOPLE TO CHOOSE 

WISCONSIN AS THEIR NEW HOME OR AS A FINE PLACE TO BUILD A SECOND 

HOME. 

 

BUSINESS, TOURISM AND FARMING -- THOSE ARE THE BIGGEST PRIVATE 

SECTOR COMPONENTS TO OUR WISCONSIN ECONOMY. 

 

WE NEED TO BE HEALTHY AND STRONG IN ALL THREE AREAS. 

 

THE SINGLE SUBJECT THAT CROSSES OVER AND THROUGH BOTH THE 

PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS IS, OF COURSE, EDUCATION. 

 

THE YANKELOVICH STUDY AND OTHER REPORTS HAVE POINTED OUT 

THAT SKILLED WORKERS AND OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM ARE THE TWO 

GREATEST ADVANTAGES WISCONSIN HAS IN ATTRACTING JOBS. 

 

WE MUST MAINTAIN AND ALSO ENHANCE THE HIGH QUALITY IN OUR 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, ON OUR VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL AND ADULT 

SYSTEM AND IN OUR K THROUGH 12 SCHOOLS. 

 

WE CAN BE JUSTLY PROUD OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM WE DO HAVE, BUT 

WE MUST ALSO REALIZE THAT WE CAN’T REST ON OUR LAURELS.  WE 

MUST CONTINUE TO IMPROVE. 

 

SOMETIMES THIS MEANS ADDITIONAL FUNDING.  BUT, INSTEAD OF 

RELYING TOO HEAVILY ON MORE MONEY, WE MUST NEVER FORGET THAT 
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THE MOST IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENTS ALMOST ALWAYS COME FROM 

BETTER IDEAS AND BETTER WAYS OF OPERATING.  IT’S NOT ONLY MONEY. 

 

MAKING QUALITY EDUCATION HAPPEN FOR OUR YOUNGSTERS IS AN 

ADVENTURE IN PARTNERSHIP TOO. 

 

STATE GOVERNMENT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH LOCAL SCHOOLS. 

 

LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH TEACHERS AND 

ADMINISTRATORS. 

 

PARENTS AND STUDENTS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH TEACHERS. 

 

THAT’S THE KIND OF PARTNERSHIP WE NEED TO HAVE AT EVERY LEVEL 

OF GOVERNMENT -- COUNTY, CITY , VILLAGE TOWNSHIP AND SCHOOL 

DISTRICT. 

 

THE LEGISLATORS HERE TODAY KNOW THAT BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE 

BECAUSE MANY OF YOU HAVE SERVED AND STILL CONTINUE TO SERVE IN 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT TOO. 

 

IN YOU BUSINESSES AND IN THE LOCAL LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT, MANY 

OF YOU HAVE SERVED AND  STILL CONTINUE TO SERVE IN LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT TOO. 

 

IN YOUR BUSINESSES AND IN THE LOCAL LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT, MANY 

OF YOU HAVE ALSO HAD EXPERIENCE WITH ANNUAL BUDGETING. 

 

ANNUAL BUDGETING IS A PROPOSAL THAT I SINCERELY HOPE WE CAN 

TRY BECAUSE IT OFFERS US MANY ADVANTAGES. 

 

IT ALLOWS MORE ACCURATE ECONOMIC PREDICTIONS FOR THE BUDGET 

CYCLE. 

 

IT GIVES MORE OPPORTUNITY FOR SOUND FISCAL MANAGEMENT.  IT 

GIVES LEGISLATORS A MORE SYSTEMATIC WAY TO BALANCE 

EXPENDITURES WITH REVENUES. 

 

IT ALLOWS FOR EASIER ADJUSTING TO FEDERAL CHANGES. 

 

IT IMPROVES PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING OF HTE ENTIRE BUDGET PROCESS. 

 

AND FRANKLY, IT WILL PROBABLY INCREASE THE LEGISLATURE’S 

AUTHORITY OVER THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH BECAUSE IT WILL ALLOW FOR 

MORE FREQUENT AND SYSTEMATIC OVERSIGHT. 
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BUT, I ALSO THINK AN ANNUAL BUDGET WILL PROMOTE MORE 

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO BRANCHES BECAUSE WE WILL BE 

CONCENTRATING MORE ON THE ACTUAL OPERATION OF GOVERNMENT 

WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF A SYSTEMATIC YEARLY PROCEDURE. 

 

WE CAN ACCOMPLISH MUCH MORE TOGETHER THAN WE CAN ALONE. 

 

NONE OF US IS SMARTER THAN ALL OF US. 

 

THE GREEN BAY PACKERS OF THE 1960’S WERE A GREAT TEAM AND THE 

PLAYERS AND COACHES BECAME CHAMPIONS AND HEROES BECAUSE... 

 

... THEY EMPHASIZED TEAMWORK 

... THEY WERE WILLING TO WORK TOGETHER 

... AND BECAUSE THEY HAD A DEEP RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER. 

 

THEY SACRIFICED THEIR INDIVIDUAL GOALS FOR THE COMMON GOOD. 

 

THAT’S THE KIND OF PARTNERSHIP AND TEAMWORK THAT I HOPE WE CAN 

HAVE FOR THE NEXT FOUR YEARS. 

 

WHEN I SPOKE IN THIS ASSEMBLY FOR TWENTY YEARS, SOMETIMES I WAS 

VERY PARTISAN.  YOU ALL KNOW THAT. 

 

BUT, I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I HOPE THAT OUR STRONG BELIEFS 

WILL NEVER INTERFERE WITH OUR COMMON GOAL OF MAKING 

WISCONSIN AN EVEN MORE TREMENDOUS PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK. 

 

WE WILL DISAGREE; BUT I HOPE WE CAN DO SO AGREEABLY. 

 

WE CAN DO THE MOST GOOD FOR WISCONSIN DURING THE NEXT FOUR 

YEARS IF WE WORK TOGETHER AS PARTNERS. 

 

YES, IF WE WORK ALONE AND ARE ODDS WITH EACH OTHER, WE CAN GET 

SOME THINGS DONE. 

 

BUT, AS PARTNERS, WE CAN REALLY MOVE WISCONSIN FORWARD. 

 


