


the role of alcohol in Irish Catholic culture,
as well as the meaning cf celebration in a
sacramental religion.

*  Most strongly identify with the crusades of
the "Waterfront Priest” in On the Waterfront
(modeled on John Corriden, S.J.) and Sister
Helen Prejean in Dead Man Walking (a
generational icon on many Catholic campuses),
finding inspiration for their own social
activism in both films.

Through the reactions of my students, I have
learned a great deal about American Catholic youth
culture. While often shockingly ignorant of the Bible
and Catholic theology (a problem that needs to be
addressed), my students are surprisingly literate in the
culture of popular Catholicism. In  Greeley's
terminology, they possess a Catholic imagination that
is both communitarian and sacrarnental. In hearing
their stories, I have witnessed firsthand the resilience of
this Catholic sensibility in suburban America, as well as
the earnest piety of a generation committed to service
and social justice.

How has all this affected my own religious faith?
Though I am a Protestant, I share my students'
Like their

grandparents and parents, the Schmalzbauer family

connection to an ethnic Catholic past.

struggled to transmit the Catholic faith to the coming
generations. Obviously, they failed in the case of my
father and me. Or did they?

Teaching at Holy Cross has provided me with an
opportunity to reconnect with my own Catholic
background. Like the family weddings of my
childhood, my time at Holy Cross has enabled me to
get reacquainted with the other half of my family.
While Protestant in religious affiliation, I have grown
to appreciate the Catholic side of my heritage. As a
sociologist 1 am well aware of the superficiality of
"invented" religious and ethnic identities. At the same
time, 1 have felt a kinship with the Catholic
undergraduates in my classroom. As the great-
grandson of Otto Schmalzbauer, I am grateful for such

family ties.

Candlelight vigil
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Loyola College in Maryland seniors Jessica
Ditterline and Patrick Donahue stand in front of
Loyola's Alumni Memorial Chapel during a Sept. 13
Candlelight Vigil on the College's Quadrangle that
drew 1,400 members of the College Community and
concluded with 10 minutes of silence. In addition to
the Vigil, Loyola held several Evening Prayer services
and a special Mass of Reconciliation coinciding with
President Bush's call for a day of Prayer and

Remembrance.
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