


Archbishop Oscar Romero. These individuals
committed themselves to a faith which promoted
working for justice and solidarity. Although these
commitments cost them their lives, their spirits
live on and continue to inspire the Salvadorans
and all people dedicated to a faith that does
justice.

In addition to the martyrs, the national
reality of El Salvador is a microcosm of our global
reality, which makes it an ideal place to expose
our students to the "real world." The government
has taken an open economy approach in order to
attract foreign investors (e.g. maquilas), more
than half of all Salvadorans live in poverty, and
the country has some of the highest inequality
levels in the world.® Overall, as it is for the
majority of global citizens, it is a daily struggle for

most Salvadorans simply to survive.

Direct Immersion with the Poor - Praxis Course

Casa de la Solidaridad is an opportunity for
students to immerse themselves in la realidad (the
reality) of El Salvador. This immersion takes
place on many levels, from visiting marginal
Salvadoran communities on the weekend to
meeting with national leaders dedicated to
working for justice and solidarity within the
country.  These experiences serve as the

springboards  towards  integrating  direct
experience with the poor and rigorous academic
study.

The primary point of entry into the
Salvadoran reality is the Praxis course, which
integrates praxis in local communities, social
analysis and personal reflection. Based on
academic background, personal interests, and
professional goals, students are paired up with a
fellow classmate and assigned a praxis site in a
poor Salvadoran community. These communities
serve as the "classrooms" for our students to learn
about the national reality. This concept is well

understood by the Salvadorans who view

themselves as the educators of our students.
Their job, for which the community is paid, is to
educate our students about their lives. Students
work two full days a week within these
communities over the course of the entire
semester. In addition, they spend at least two
long weekends living with families in their
community to gain better
understanding about life's daily rhythm. This

in order a
learning environment cultivates an awareness of
and sensitivity to the realities of people who are
struggling to end social injustices while working

to promote human dignity.

Zoila Benavides

Zoila is a sixty-four-
year-oldSalvadoran
woman who lives and
works in La Chacra,
one of the poorest

communities located
on the edge of San Photo Courtesy of Kevin YonkersTalz

Salvador. Zoila's job is to make sure that over
350 poor children receive medical care offered
through the parish, Maria Madre de los Pobres.
In a very real sense, Zoila is like a saint. She
works with the poorest of the poor in one of the
most marginal communities in El Salvador. She
loves her people and her people love her. Her life
has been filled with challenges. She grew up
amidst extreme poverty and then during the
twelve-year civil war, the National Guard
executed her son because they felt he was
sympathetic to the FMLN, the leftist guerrilla
movement. Through it all, Zoila has maintained
a generous spirit and is still committed to working
to improve the lives of her people. Zoila is one of
the "professors” of the Casa de la Solidaridad.
Two students go with Zoila two days a week into
the homes of her kids in order to learn about the
harsh reality of being a child in La Chacra.

Students are deeply touched by being with
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inspiring people like Zoila. These kinds of courses, and both students and professors are
experiences often invite students to think about encouraged to bring their community-based
those larger human questions mentioned earlier learning into dialogue with classroom-based
(Who am I? Why is Zoila smiling? How can our  coursework. This educational approach proves
global community permit such suffering?) These meaningful to students as Evan Hughes, a senior
experiences have the capacity to ignite within our  at Santa Clara University, tells us:
students the desire to learn more about the roots "The Casa was so meaningful because every single
of poverty, injustice and oppression. aspect of the learning was related to my life. The ivory
There is a seminar component to the praxis  tower was gone, and we weren't delving into a subject
course which requires students to conduct a social ~ matter for the sake of delving into a subject matter. We
analysis of their Salvadoran community. Using  were delving into a reality in order to be transformed
Holland and Henriot's Social Analysis: Linking  personally and with the hope to transform the world
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to the children. Given that they are subsistence
farmers, when there are droughts, as there have
been over the last two years, often times people
suffer malnutrition. Since half of the Salvadoran
population lives in the campo and that same half
does not see many of the benefits of
globalization, it is vital that our students

experience this reality.

UCA Scholarship Students

Casa de la Solidaridad collaborates closely with a
group of about thirty scholarship students
through the Monsenor Romero Pastoral Center at
the UCA. These students come from marginal
communities around San Salvador and receive a
scholarship through the Pastoral Center. Without
this assistance, they would not be able to
The

scholarship students are very aware of the

continue with their higher education.

harshness of the reality in which they and their
families live. They are also aware that they have
a great deal to teach our students about the global
reality. Although many of them have
heartbreaking stories of the hardships thev have
endured throughout their lives, they are full of life

and hopeful for the future. They are excellent

companions for our students.

Two of the scholarship students, Paty
Montalvo and Gris Reyes, live in community with
our students at the Casa de la Solidaridad. Their
presence in the community makes a significant
difference in the learning experience of our
students. Often times, as we all know, peer
relationships can be one of the strongest
influences in students' lives.  They listen
attentively when Paty shares how her family
struggles when there isn't enough rain to water
her father's crops and how they have no safety
net. Students pay close attention to Gris when
she shares her feelings that the process of
globalization is absorbing her culture and when
she expresses her frustration that the rich are
getting richer while her people get poorer. It is
quite possible that the scholarship students are

the most influential educators of solidarity for our
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students at the Casa de la Solidaridad.

Faculty & Immersions

An unexpected yet interesting development
of the Casa de la Solidaridad program has been
the demand to coordinate faculty and staff
immersion experiences. For the last three years,
Santa Clara University has sent a delegation of
faculty and staff to San Salvador in order to gain
a better appreciation about the reality of the
people.  Recently, the administration has
systematized this process and is accompanying
faculty and staff once they return to campus in
order to facilitate ways in which the experience
can be better integrated into their scholarship,

DESPITE ALL THE WEALTH,

TECHNOLOGY, AND CREATIVITY
WHICH EXIST IN THE WORLD
WE STILL HAVE 2.8 BILLION
PEOPLE LIVING ON LESS THAN

ry

I'WO DOLLARS A DAY

Fordham
University has also requested a similar experience
for some of its faculty next summer. These
demands reflect a growing desire on the part of
faculty and administration to be more aware of

teaching, research and practice.

the reality of the poor and a willingness to bring
their academic disciplines into conversation with
this reality.

Globalization: We perceive from where
we stand.

While I was studying at Fairfield University, a
Jesuit friend, Paul Carrier, SJ, Director of Campus
Ministry, always used to say during Monday
night mass, "We perceive from where we stand."
This seems to be accurate when we look at the
different perspectives on the nature and impact of
the process of globalization. The very word
"globalization" conjures strong feelings these days.
On one side we have the World Bank, the IMFE
and the World Trade Organization, who suggest it
is only a matter of time before poor countries
(and thus better
"integrated" into the world economy and thus
On the

other side we have the poor, and many who stand

poor citizens) become

receive the benefits of globalization.

with them, who are frustrated and skeptical about
a neoliberal economic model which, they say, is
creating an even greater gap between those with
resources and those without. They don't see the
results; in fact, many see their situation getting
worse -- like our friend Paty and her family.
According to the recent U.N. 2002 Human
Development Report, "Globalization is forging
greater interdependence, yet the world seems
more fragmented -- between rich and poor,
between the powerful and the powerless, and
between those who welcome the new global
economy and those who demand a different

ng

course." The current process of globalization is

integrating not only the economy but also
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culture, technology and governance. This process
seems to be benefiting some and excluding others,
Despite all the wealth,
technology, and creativity which exist in the

namely, the poor.

world, we still have 2.8 billion people living on
less than two dollars a day. One percent of the
world's people receive as much income each year
In addition,
inequality between countries has also increased.

as the poorest fifty-seven percent.’

The income gap between the fifth of the world's
people living in the richest countries and the fifth
in the poorest was seventy-four to one in 1997,
up from sixty to one in 1990 and thirty to one in
1960."

it is still a daily struggle simply to survive.

For the majority of our global citizens,

So where will we "stand" as we engage our real
world regarding questions like the nature and
impact of globalization? How will we develop the
capacity to be educators of solidarity? Fr.
Kolvenbach, Superior General of the Jesuits,
suggests a point of departure: We should be
standing with the poor. In his address entitled
"The Service of Faith and the Promotion of
Justice in American Jesuit Higher Education" at
Santa Clara University, Fr. Kolvenbach suggested:

"By preference, by option, our Jesuit

point of view is that of the poor... A

legitimate question, even if it doesn't

sound academic, is for each professor

to ask, 'When researching and
teaching, where and with whom is my
heart?” To expect our professors to
make such an explicit option and
speak about it is obviously not easy;
it entails risks. But I do believe that
this is what Jesuit educators have
publicly stated, in Church and in
society, to be our defining
commitment.""!
Some argue that the process of globalization helps
the poor, others that it hurts them. We know that

there remains fertile soil for serious research on

the nature and impact of globalization on the
world's people. Hopefully there will be some who
will conduct their research while "standing" with
the poor. The Casa de la Solidaridad encourages
students to do just that.

Conclusion
As educators at our Jesuit colleges and
universities, we have a responsibility to respond,
each in our own way, to our urgent global
situation. Given the international scope of our
Jesuit Institutions and our mission, we are poised
to become leaders in the effort to globalize
solidarity -- to globalize the practice of love. As
we move in this direction, we will continue to
discover new aspects of our own humanity and in
turn become better equipped to educate for

solidarity in the real world.
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