


business, sociology, psychology, languages, politics, and
history. Father Kolvenbach notes that no

single academic discipline can legitimately pretend
to offer comprehensive solutions to real questions
like those concerning genetic research, corporate
takeovers, definitions concerning human life—its

start and its end, homelessness and city planning,
poverty, illiteracy, developments in medical and mil-
itary technology, human rights, the environment and
artificial intelligence.®

All of the resources of the Jesuit university must be
brought to bear on the law’s questions.

esuit law schools, like all law schools, must seek quali-
ty in their educational programs and set demanding stan-
dards for students and faculty. For the Jesuit law school,
however, the motivation for excellence is a matter of reli-
gious commitment. “Repeatedly, Ignatius insisted on the
‘magis’—the more. The concrete response to God must
be ‘of greater value.””® The essential activities of the law
school—teaching and scholarship—must be done well.
Indeed, “only excellence is apostolic.”® Jesuit education
aims “at ever greater, more profound, more universal ser-

vice.” 90

Conclusion

Karl Llewellyn, one of the great law teachers of the
twentieth century, is quoted as follows: “Compassion
without technique is a mess; and technique without com-
passion is a menace.”** In the last analysis, the purpose of
Jesuit legal education must be to train lawyers of compe-
tence and conscience who can relate to the human needs
of their clients, who are professionally and socially re-
sponsible, and who are willing and able to confront the
contemporary legal culture.”

Father Wilfred LaCroix S] of Rockhurst College,
writes as follows:

The disciplined and professional transmission and
acquisition of knowledge is never enough of a goal
in any classroom. It is always a required goal, but it
is never the only goal. What makes any educational
tradition distinctive are the other goals it has and
how these other goals shape the acquisition of
knowledge. The Jesuit tradition has been that its
other goals are discerned from what is needed in
any period for graduates to affect their world with

shit legal education strives for excellence.

The “more” of which Ignatius spoke requires the on-
going evaluation of goals, programs, resources, and meth-
ods in an effort to be more effective, and the creation of
an environment in which excellence is demanded and
promoted.®! It does not imply that excellence is deter-
mined simply by comparison with the mainstream.®
Rather, it suggests taking from the mainstream the appro-
priate objective standards that it can provide—going be-
yond them when necessary—without permitting the
mainstream to undermine and subvert the distinctive and
authentic—and, admittedly, subjective—dimensions of
the law school.”

the spirit of Ignatius. And these goals are not tacked
on, but are directly expressed and met in the way of
proceeding toward the acquisition of knowledge in a
subject.®®

In the Jesuit tradition it is impossible to teach law
“without conveying to the students, at least indirectly, a
context of how the subject matter fits into human life in
society and, consequently, how the subject matter fits
into the goals of human life itself.”*’

Merely claiming a religious purpose will not make the
education provided in the law school more virtuous; it is
only through the attitudes and actions of the students,
faculty, and administration that such a purpose can be re-
alized. The Jesuit educational tradition is not the only
way to achieve these goals, but the Jesuit tradition does
provide an authentic vision that can give direction and
meaning to the enterprise.

Endnotes for this article begin on page 27
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