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Searching tips for

Main Economic Indicators 

(via SourceOECD)
Database description:  economic indicators for 30 OECD countries and 6 major non-member countries (Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russian Federation and South Africa), and various groupings thereof.  The indicators cover the main aggregates of quarterly national accounts, indices of production, commodity output, domestic demand, business tendency and consumer confidence survey results, stocks, orders and deliveries in the manufacturing industry, construction, consumer and producer prices, domestic and external finance, labour market, wages, foreign trade and balance of payments. Data are monthly, quarterly, and annual, back to 1960 (depending on the country’s date of entry into the OECD).
Getting started:  

ONLY use Internet Explorer (IE)!!
When you first try to connect from the Marquette Libraries web site, a new window of IE will launch.

· Often you will get a “server error” or “this page cannot be displayed” message.  TRY AGAIN!!  It can take a couple of tries, and is often quite slow.  With the new interface, supposedly these connection problems will be alleviated.
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Once you have connected, the screen will show a long text abstract describing the data.  Below this abstract, look for and click on the small light-blue button that reads “Deliver Data”.  
This will open yet another window of IE, the third one!!  It can also be slow to load.  It looks like this:
[image: image2.png]rosoft Internet Explorer

=181

ok - 5 - D [ 4| Qsearch (alravonss Gveds 3| By b - 5] D

Actiress [ ) htpifjoeccint ingents.com/OE CDfeng/TableViewerfwdsdimidinensionp.asp

ERTE

Google- [

=

hsearhwed - | BH62 bocked

Main Economic Indicators B

SERIES Bl
Search for word or phrase;

femplayment

Cancel

Selection methad: @ Single item  © Range
Select found items: ¥ Clear found items: XI

¥ (items 1-100 of 295)

ue >

can
can
can
can
can
can
™ mEX
™ mEX
™ mEX
™ mEX
™ mEX
Tusa
Tusa
Tusa
Tusa
Tusa
Tusa
" usa

il

Civilian Employment sa - urits: '000 - power: 3B

Civilian employment (LFS) - units: 1995 = 100 - power: -2 B

Part-time employment SA - units: '000 - power: 3

UNEMPLOYMENT TOTAL - urits: 000 - power: 3 B

UNEMPLOYMENT TOTAL SA - units: '000 - power: 3B

SHORT-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT MTH - units: 1995=100 - power: -2

CLI Manufacturing employment (9% growth) sa - units: ratio - power: 0

CLI Employment: tendency (BSS) sa - units: difference - power: 0

CLI Manufacturing employment (% growth) sa - units: % - power: 0

CLI EMPLOYMENT TENDENCY - units: 9 balance - power: 0

Manufacturing - Employment: future tendency - units: % balance - power: 0
Manufacturing - Employment: tendency sa - units: 9 balance - power: 0
Non-manufacturing - Employment: tendency sa - units: % balance - power: 0
Civilian Employment SA - units: min - power: 6 B

Civilian employment (LFS) - units: 1995 = 100 - power: -2 B

Civilian Employment (LFS) sa - urits: 1995Y - power: -2 B

PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT S - units: min - power: &

UNEMPLOYMENT TOTAL - units: '000 - power: 3 B





Searching for economic indicator variables:  two search methods 
Browsing a country folder versus entering a keyword search in the text box.  
· If you only want data for one country, opening the folder is best.  You’ll see exactly what sorts of data are available, and will not have to guess at the terminology.
· If you want to compare data for several countries, a keyword search is best.  You may have to guess at terminology, though; all variables are NOT available for all countries, and they sometimes have slightly different names (e.g. housing vs. dwellings).  Sometimes several searches will be necessary to get all you want.
Browsing a country folder:  click on the folder icon to open it.  Once the folder is open, check off the variables you want, and click on the ‘Continue’ link on the right margin, just above the frame scroll-bar.
· WARNING:  do NOT use the folder check-boxes alone—you will get no data.  Always open folders before checking off your choices. If you want all variables for a country, you must first open the folder, then click on the ‘Select all’ button above the frame, or see the instructions below for ‘Entire folder’.
Keyword searching:  start with a broad term, and hit search.  The variable results will display in the frame below the search area (see example results screen below).  Check off the ones you want.  Click on the ‘Continue’ link on the right margin.
Less than user-friendly search features: 
· Entire folder:  if you want the contents of an entire folder, you must first click on the ‘Entire folder’ button, then the check-box of the desired folder.  This will simultaneously open the folder and check off all the variables in it.  If you reverse the order of these clicks, you will get nothing.
· Range:  if you want a range of variables from an open folder, first click on the ‘Range’ button, then the first variable you want (this will give it a red outline), then the last variable of the range you want.  The result should be that the first and last variables will be checked off, and all in between. 
· Levels:  The 1st and 2nd level selection features do work, but with limited utility.  The 1st level selection will check off all folder check-boxes, but not their contents.  The 2nd level selection will check off the full contents of all folders, 5826 variables/time series—also not useful!!  
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Selecting date / time period variables:  two methods
NOTE:  Variables can be monthly, quarterly, annual, or all of these (periodicity)
Browsing a date folder versus entering a keyword search in the text box:

· If you need only a short time period of data, for example, quarterly data from 2003-2004, it is easy to open the folders for those years, and check off the boxes for the quarterly variables.

· If you need a long time period of data, or all monthly data, opening the date folders is tedious at best.  Use a keyword search in the text box instead.

Browsing a date folder:  this is easy—open the date folders of interest, check off the variables you need, click on the ‘Continue’ link on the right margin. When simply opening folders, do not use the ‘Select all’ button—this will give you all variables from all folders, not just the opened folder!!  
· WARNING:  do NOT use the date folder check-boxes alone—you will get no data.  Always open folders before checking off your choices, or see the instructions above for ‘Entire folder’. 

Keyword searching:  this method is not intuitive, but often the least frustrating.  
· Monthly or quarterly data:  In the text box, type in the letter ‘q’ if you want quarterly data, or the letter ‘m’ if you want monthly data.  Click on ‘Search’.  From the results screen check off the date variables you want.  Remember to use the ‘Range’ or ‘Select found items’ buttons as appropriate.  Then click on the ‘Continue’ link on the right margin.
· Annual data:  to get a long run of annual data, try linking together two searches.  Type in ‘19’:  this will present you with all time variables beginning with those two digits.  They will be presented in this order:  first annual, then quarterly, then monthly variables.  Therefore you can use the ‘Range’ feature to select all the annual variables conveniently at the top of the list, and ignore the others.  Then, type in ‘20’:  the results will again present you with the annual variables at the top of this results list.  Check off the ones needed.  Finally, click on the ‘Continue’ link on the right margin. 
· Decades of monthly or quarterly data:  type in the first three digits of a decade and either an ‘m’ or ‘q’ to get the monthly or quarterly data for a particular decade.  For example:  ‘200 m’ will give you all the monthly data for 2000 – present.  
Sample results screen:
[image: image4.png]2 SourceOECD: home - Microsoft Internet Explorer =10l x|
Fle Edt Yew Favortes Toos teb [ = |
Eback - D @ | @sewch Grovortes Bveds (3| B> B A -

‘ddress [{) hi:/fiordi sourcenecd.orgfvi=11046211/c=27jnw=1/rpsv/ijfoecdstats{16081234/v195n1 /o1 =] @ao [Links »|

Googler [ =] @seachweb - | Shes blocked | [Eoptions

oEcD {(
(eeOEC

Go to [ Select from st

WoRKING Papers ( REFERENGE.
i

« news + PRICE LIST + EMAIL ALERTS + OECD +

or Search for [ in [Apublications =] [
» Advanced Search b Search Tips b Marked list

> Home > Statistce > Main Economi Indicators > Contents > Abstract
ou : . Wel

o Methods SourceOECD Main Economic
Services Indicators

MARQUETTE
[P - SourceOCDE Principaux indicateurs AR
les économiques user
Help N . . Update my
PIOPRIPYR  Main Economic Indicators Vol 2004 release 06 - subscriptions
More Principaux indicateurs économiques Vol 2004 Update my detail
—_— édition 06 Sign out

[—
s

Related editions in Registration
el Abstract

Subscription Rate This table contains main economic indicators covering a wide
Buying CD-ROMs range of areas, such as quarterly national accounts, business Tree Trials
copies surveys, retail sales, industrial production, construction, consumer

Educators prices, total employment, unemploymert rates, interest rates, Sales Contact
besmizsion & money and domestic finance, foreign finance, foreign trade, and =

Feedback

& © et





Results screen explanations:
1. Columns displayed:  
a. To scroll right through the display, use the small right arrow (upper left of results area).  
b. You can increase the number of columns to view, up to 25 (the default results setting is 15 columns).  
c. To transpose the axes, you can ‘drag and drop’ the dark blue ‘Time period’ and ‘Series’ boxes.
2. Downloading data:  you have the choice of Excel format, comma delimited ASCII (.csv), and a proprietary Beyond 20/20 format (.ivt).  After choosing a format and clicking on ‘Go’, you will be prompted to choose a location to save to.
3. Sorting data:  the small blue up and down arrows in each column header allow you to sort the data below, in either ascending or descending order.  If you activate one of these (click on it), the arrow turns red.  Simply click it again to deactivate the sort, and return to the original format.
4. Charts:  data can be presented in the following chart formats:  pie, 3D pie, stacked bar, 3D bar, line, area, grouped bar, horizontal stacked bar, horizontal grouped bar. 
5. Saving your search: if you are likely to run the same search again to update your data, you can save the search strategy.  You will first be prompted to create a personal account for yourself (you make up the ID and the password).  You retrieve your search using the orange ‘Reports’ link in the upper right.
6. Printing:  data can be reformatted for printing.

7. Starting a new search:  
a. Click on the ‘Series’ link in the left margin to begin a new search.  Be sure to ‘Clear all’ before beginning a new search.  Otherwise, you will simply add variables to the previous selections.  This also applies to the date selections you make—clear the old selections first.
b. Close the results window completely, and click on the ’Deliver data’ button again.
Finding definitions:
As you search, you may find abbreviations (both country codes and time series/variable codes) whose meaning is unclear.  To find definitions, go back to the first IE window (the one where you clicked on the light-blue ‘Deliver Data’ button).  In its left-hand margin, you’ll find help.

· Source & Methods:  from this link, you’ll get a 150-page (.pdf) handbook or an interactive database with definitions and notes on each variable.  Very important:  in its first pages, it includes a table of the country codes, and the country grouping codes.  
· Glossary:  this link gives you a very nice, searchable database of definitions; both acronyms and terms.

Deliver Data





This link takes you to the next step, choosing dates or a time period.





Use the small down arrow to see the next 100 variables.





Do NOT use the folder check-boxes alone!





Use this button  only if you want all variables found
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