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CllAP'l'1i~R r 

BLUE PRD1T Oi~ THE CATHOLIC \WRYIBR MOVBHENT - THE 
CATITOLIC vlORK~R PAPER AND ITS FOUNDERS 

.( 

The \I1orld· "ride de pression of the 1930 ' s \'li th l~," , OOO ,OOO 

persons unemployed and 1 ts attending I?lisery create,' in Americans 

a. ques tioni ng and cr1 t iCal a tti tude t Ot..rard America t s industrial 

system, The transi ticn f r om an aga rian cuI turo t o an urban 

industrial society pr ovoked a r eform sentiment i n American life 

as ear l y e.s the 1890 ' S '<li t h the rise of the Progr essive Movement .. 

The immedia te ·(mds of the Progressive Hovernont \llerO as 

V&'t" i ed as its centers of actiVity. In cities , its more proxima te 

purposes \!Tere t he oVerthroH or boss-rule thr ough the institution 

of such nevI political devices as tbe direct prima r y nnd t he 

nonpartisan political ticket, and such ne\4 schemes of oi ty 

government as the city manager plan and the c ommiss1on form. 

Wider a i ms included the s boH.tion of franchise polities, which 

under corrupt bosses resulted in ino'f f :lcient , i nadequate , and 

costly clty utiliti es . organized prosti t ution , a la\!f1ess liquor 

trad e , a nd general corrupt i o11 and venality. But even a more 

comprehensive a i m of t he municipal movement was t o make tv!ont ieth­

century America. a decant ,. hea. l.thy , and enj oyable plaoe in "lhioh 

to l ive. Tho fulf i llment of this a.i m mea.nt t hE) a bolition of 

slums and tenements , the condemnation of crime , juvenile delin­

quency , a nd disease , a nd thecr0at1on of parks, playgr ounds, 

•• ~, •• ,'" ', 0 
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and officiant social services . 1 

OIl the s tate l(wal the progressivo movemont concerned it ... 

self' also 1vi th democratic poll tical devi ces mentioned above ; bnt 

it t·ms even more interostod in such economic ideas and issues as 

the regulation of railroads and monopolies , t he ad justment of 

tax systems s o that corporations '\-Iould be forced to boar their 

f a ir share of the cost of government , and attention to such 

diverse causes as o1vl1sorvice, the conservation of natural re .. 

sources , and the protecti on of "10men and children, both a.t hOl~10 

and at work . Nationally the progressive aspirations ranged 

through o.n even ,ddor spectrum of causes . but tho heax·t of the 

movement l.'1a$ the central question of Hhat to do wit h the sreat 

interstate organiza.tions of capital and ,labor, knoT,11l to the day 

as trust.s a.nd unions . Both types of organ1zat1011S had vastly 

augmentod their economic power Wlt11 t hey Here national in scope, 

and by the f irst decade of the t\'l£mt1ath century they \1ere ongaged 

in a bitter battle for SUJr' Olllaoy. A major question raised by the 

government was how the corpoX'Qt i Qns and the union::; \iare to 'be 

pr otected f r om each other , but more import ant , hovr the general 

pUblic a11d the individu..'ill \01ere to be protected from ea.ch othGr. 2. 

1 Richard IIofstader , Tile oW .2! BefOrn: Frgm Btyfl,n .t.Q r.- 12,Ft. ( NetlT York , 1955), uses an entirely a f'f'erent approach in 
attempting t o explain the grO"'lth of the reform spirit . , His study, 
he says in t he preface" is Itprim~r11y a ,stUdy or political think ... 
ing a nd politica.l moods . It A nore recent general coverage of the 

;>ogrossive Era itH Richard liofstader, ll!! Progressive l1Qveroonh 
( NC\-l Jersey, 1963). . .. 

2 With the empr1asis upon the Mid\lest as a place of origin, 
and as the intellectual dynamo of oarly t ttJent1e th- centul'Y roform, 
t he test source .ror the material is: Russel B. Nye! Mid-:Mtcrp 
Progpessivjl Pobit1C~: A li1storical .§..tudy Q! Its Ot ~ins a 
pevelot)ment , ,1:10- 1 2'0 (East Larlsing , l.uch1aan, 19,) !' 
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The Progress! va 14()vament did not entirely hold the l:une­

light in the socia.l question. Sinoe the middle of the ninoteonth 

oen tury, radical movements had haEm ga theX'ing, protectj.ng the " 

conditions of the wo:r'king olass. The g.0mmunist ~nifesto vtaS 

published in 1848. It sUll'lr.loneo the p.r oletariat , the I:laSseS of 

workors vlho had no pri Va to property, to rise on an interns. tiona 1 

scale and to replace capitalism '",i th oommunism. 

AS trade ur~1ons began to develop and to clash iiTi th om­

ployers who refused to concede any right s to labor, these 

orgnniz.9.tions dre',,! very closo to the tl.:iterialistio te.achlngs of 

Karl Mlrx , Hhleh are incompatible witn Catholic doctrine . 

Serious questions arose for the Catholics in tho United States 

aJ1d in European countries. It seemed the. t only through collec­

tive ac tion c ould \vorkers alleviate the conditions eha.racter1~e,d 

by long workirlg hours , poor pay, excessive employment of women 

and children, and a genorally depressed social statU$ . But the 

labor movement in all continental European countl'ies had become 

committed to a popular version of primitive Marxism. It is in 

t his context that Berwn !loVar Wll to/as issued . 3 

When !ierwp~9varl~m tap.Peerod in 1891, the Industrial RevolU­

tion hed been going on for about t;",ro generations . Most Cathol.ics 

had their social :toots in backward agricultural areas and j.n the 

, 3 Am~tore . Fa.nt?-ni~:. Qathglisisrn, ~~te@ta.t;1ti§m alld 
C& r.lit51l:igm (New YorK, 1935) gives an exes. ont account to ela\borate 
on tho a oveidea s . 
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cra.ft and mer chant guilds of the cit ies . The sudden uprooting 

of rural populatiott and the mlgr~tion into. no\;! oenters of indus-. ~ 

try , vthere living conditions '.reTe substando,'X'd and t.rhere immigrants 

\,l(91~e treated as strangers , brought, indeed ,. "new tW.ngsl' . This 

encyclica l asserted the rights of label' to organize, but it 

'..'1arned against labor unions ,'lhleh 'dere permeated by false 

philosophies. Wherever suoh unions dominated tho labor rllovsment, 

Re,l't'!m Novarum strongly suggested the setting up of Christian 

trade unions . This sugges tion ,{>las tatton up in Germany, A.ustria, 

Holland , Belgium, France and Italy. l>fos t of tb.e ideas which 

Loo XIII oxpressed in the encyclieal alreadY had been taught in 

substantially the same form by Bishop vU,lnelm von Ketteler of 

Maim"l in Germany, Gaspard Decurtins in &\1:t.tzerllllld , Count Adrieh 

de l~ in France, and Cardinal Manning of lh1g1a.nd . As bishop of 

Perug1a , Leo XIII had r ,oresnadovfed some of his future teachings 

On economic questions in ono of his pastoral letters . ButBerHm 

NovarUlll has the distinotion of having synt hesized the church ' s 
. 

tea chings 01' \vhat had h3en befol'e largely Ii matter of opinion 

and of having of ficia lly r egistered tbe Church ' s sympat hy vIi th, 

and de term ina tion to struggle for the rights of the common man. 

This first s ooial encyo1ical also defined the Catholic Haga 

doctr ine . The wage must be i n proportion t o t he needs of the 

i,<$orker and his family . Furthormore I Rerum Novarwn cri tieizod 

overlong wor ldng hours and the excessive employment of children. 

It Q.Iso crit1eized wagos so insuffioient as to force married 

vremen to l.for k outSide the family i n order to. s upplement the meager 

.': .. :'. 
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earnings of their husbands. 4 

Rerum Novnrum opposed the Marxist doctrine of the in- " 

evitability of t he class struggle. Ackno-l<Tledging t hat there are 

many conflicts bet\·reen labor and management, the Pope stressed 

that they are not irreconcilable. For this reason, while con­

demning strikes as such, Leo XIII stated that they should be 

only used as a last rosort. 

Q~ing t o the then prevailing spirit of agnostic liberalism 

and rna terialism, the first social encyclical '1;/as not so 'vlidely 

accepted and praised as has been the case with the more recent 

social encyclica ls. '.~ orld !.'Iar I brought about many changes. 

EverY'N'here labor proved indispensable in the \-Tar effort behind 

the front lines. The status of unions improved and resistance 

to collective bargaining collapsed in European countries. After 

Horld War I, European Harxism split into a more moderate movement, 

represented by social democratic parties, and by communism, \~hich 

had already gained p~ver in the Soviet Union. 5 Unlike the de­

velo'1ments of the world after \I)'orld Har II, economic recovery "\o1as 

slow after the armistice in 1918. Inflation undermined the 

economic status of the middle classes, taxes remained high, and 

after the financial crash in October, 1929" 1;lOrldwide depression 

\{i th high levels of unemployment set in. 

On the American front there were a~~y reasons which 

~ A systematic interpretation is offered on the Encyclical 
Rerum Novnrum by Pope Leo XIII in Jose ph Hussleln, S. J., The 
Christian Social Hanifesto, ( Hilwaukee, 1931), pp. 65-90. 

5 Ibid. 
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c ombined t o retard the introduction and growt h of labor legis­

lation. The fluidity of class lines , the individualistic spirit 
" 

of the new country, apparent constitutional obstacles , the op­

post tion of many employers, and the \'I1eakness of. organized labor 

ere tbe many causes of dela.y . Moreover , it '.4ti\.S only after the 

Great Depression of 1929 that labor legisla.tion ili the United 

St a tas came abreast of the la'\:Js in the .oore advanced European 

countl'ies . 

'1'0 somo Catholic reformers , tho groatest obstacle to 

corroctive legislation HaS the liberalistio interpretation of 

the United states Constitution ':1111ch o.rose after the Civil Irlar 

and prevailod until the middle of the 1930 ' s . The courts tended 

to regard la.bor legislation a.s an infringement of individual 

freed oLl and property rights . They weres\,/ilyed by tho argument 

the t the sta te has t he right to limit freedom of' contract and 

impose condi tiona on the use of property in order to protent the 

general '.lelfare . 6 

In the matter of labor legislation, the American Bishops 

,,'1ero a generation ahead of t he.1r time . On J'ebruary 12 , 1919 , 

The Administrative Committee of tbe National Catholic War Council 

issued an eleven- point reform program Vlhioh vias far in advance 

of mUch contempor ary thinking . At the time a. committee .of the 

Nm.'i York state legi sla ture criticized ;it a s "SOCialistic", but 

t oday most of t he bishops t program is part of the l aVl of the 

lana . 

6 Thomas T. :r-tCAVOY, C. SoC. (ed .)! Roma.n Ca.tholicism .rum 
Thea!r1er,ioan ~ ~~. ( Notre Dame , Ind1ana , 19605. 

; "" \ 
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Tvlo decades later , the American bishops i ssued another 

soet a l pronouncement. .rust as the bishops ' pr ogr am of 1919 may 
" 

be considered the applicati on of tha lWl'Ul'n NOVIl l'uJ!,! to conai tiona 

in the Uni t ed Sta.tes , so t ho statement enti tIed " Cburcl'l p...11d .socia l 

Order" , i s s ued Februtlry 7, 1940, by tho a rchbishops and bishops 

of the adminis t r atiVe bOard of the Na t ional C.'ltho1ic War Council 

may bo r egarded as an appli ea t i on of Quadrf,lgosimo Am:!2. According 

to Pi u.s, XI . Q.u51,g .raaesy:m A.nn.Q had a threefol d purpose: to confirm 

t he tea chings of Re,ru.rn l~ovarum; t o correct 'certain misapprehen ... 

Sions , and to elabor a t e 'On too t s orlcyclical ; and to oxatline the 

f undamental evils of contemporary socie t y , r ocommending a !!Ioral ; 

Christian r ef orm. B:."l.s i ca1ly, Pius ' s assortion is of a ph11osophl .. 

cal natur e ; it stl'<Jsses genera l princi ples rnthel' than specific 

proposals'. '1 

Another pioneer soeinl thinke r and 'Vigorous advoca t e or 

social r eform, John A. Ryan ha.d pr ofound i nfluence both \dthin 

and outside t he Ca tholic Church . Iris wr itings, lect'lU"eS, and 

ac 'tive par t i Cipation i n social r efor m ser ved to educa te Ca. thol ics 

j.n the sooial toa chlnns of the ChUr ch and t o help mod ern society 

base :1. t s economic sys tem on s ound and moral principl es . fll though 

he "'as not .1"or mally ed Udated 111 tho s ocial sc i enc e,s , RYa.n al\4aYS 

had a keen i nterest in SOCial Questi ons . As a yout h he bad 

s ympathiZed wi th t he i'a l'me r s of his at . PaUl, Minnesot a , conununity 

'1 ,An excel lent faetual cOl1ll'Uent ary on [ or t x Yf/ars After 
can bo f ound in: . Raymond J. l1111e1' , C. S.R., ,t'or u Yea~ , rter: 
Pius AI And TlJ:6 Sod ,a1 ,Proal', (s t . PaUl , fld nnesot a , 1 9 t 
pp. 1- 27 ; 39- • 

. .-. 



and '1111 th ,su.ch mOVGIllents as the Fal"lne:rs '. Alliance ~md Populist 

P-<;lrty. Two other events that occurred\1hila he was 13. student 
• .I 

heigbtened his a\:1araness of the problems of industrial VfOl"iters'. 

Tho first \'Ia;S Jarues Card1na1 Gibbons t s forcef'!.1-1 defense of the 

Knights of tabor in 1887. The second t1aS the publication of' 

Pope Lao ' s e.neye11ea.l B§J:.1'J'lm NOVaEWll. Ryan ' s most i mport ant took 

vIas his P1s't:r;:ibut.l\tQJ:ustice published in 1916, subtitledl'hQ 
. - . , ~ -.-

It "'las 

a synthesiS. of Ryan ' s basic thinking on the moral i mport of 

economic problems and social reform. 8 

In 1909, Ryan publisnGd an article entitled, t'A P:rogrtllm of 

Socia,l Reform by Legislation'1 • ~ong his proposals ",ere la''»$ to 

establish m1l:1fmu.rn wages and maXiJ.nu.."1l hours of work , to protect 

8 

tho rights of organized \<lorlters , prohibit child la-bol', previae for 

slum clearance and murllc1pal housing projects, and provide .social 

insurance agaillst unemployrJe:nt , siok:ness , accid(tnt and old age . 

Nearly all these proposals Here later incorporated in the l1ishops ' 
-

Program of Social Recollstructj.on. 1919 , "lhich '<'tas PreparHd by 

John l.i . Ryan a nd issued 'OJ' tho bis hops of the Mlm1nistl:'s.tive 

Comrili ttee of the Nation.al Catholic 1Jle1ftu"e Conference_ 

America. proved a frui ttul $0:1.1 on which t o plant tho seeds 

of social thought \.11 tn lOlloersof such s tamina. -rne way t o the 

real expression of the .encyclica.ls is still a long r.>lay from. being 

perfcet. 9 

8 An ()xcellent refe.rene~ is 30hn A. Ryan and F;t'ancis J . 
Boland , Catholic Erlnclnles fJ! PQ11t;tcs , Hie\-I York , 1952). 

9 For a great~r Uinsight " Qf Catholic social dynamics SGe: 
Martin Quigley, Jr. " and Monsignor Edvlar<l M. Connor,s , 9qtholl,e 
(lotion. J.n Pr€\ct1eq , (r1evl York " 1963). 



Cons idered in a eoneral '.Jay ., one becomes aware of t he 

skl11:(,ul pons of the pontlff's and Amer ica ' s a ccopt,.·:mce to thei r 
" 

00.11 to all nati ons to respec t and honor ~~n as C~d ' s creature, 

especially in t he econonic life . uadr ",ge.simo AD.!lQ enfold s the 

purpose ~ "to defend :l.ud develop t.he teachings of Leo XIII on th,e 

social and economic questi on as proposed in the encyclical Rer um 

Noval~Ym and t o summon t o court the pr e s ent economic regime n . 10 

The opening paragraph of the .Ret:Vm Novarum defends and 

devel ops Leo XI II ' s doctrine and t ho occa sion of its wri t ing: 

lithe conflic t i n the field of economics lt •
11 Despi te the di s­

turbances in the pol itical 3phere ~ the current social conflic t , 

and the spirit of a revol utionary change , i t 1s t he effect of 

9 

tbese on t he economic order 'Ihi en Harran ts t hi s encyclical . Tho 

industrial deve l opments , the nOvl techniques ., t he uneVen distr i ­

but ion of wea lth wi t h on ever increa sing desti t ution of the masse s , 

the new re l ati ons be~1een employer and employee and t ho cl oser 

v.ni ty of the vlOr kers 1'0 a l l caUses of' conflic t in t he economic 
-

order \"hich ar e dwe lt upon in t he lle~rgm I~2vf!.r t:l.f! . The probloms 

Leo XIII faced evolved f r om t ho f ac t t hat t he \1orkers ' positions 

ere dofenseless against t he 1nhumanlty of empl oye rs and the greed 

of competitors, and t he chains of s lavery '-Tare lai d on t he massos 

of ~lOrkers by a f e,'" ver y r i c h men. HAnd t herefore the right s and 

duti es t o be treated ar e t hose of t he economic order: of ca.pi tal 

and labor , of r i ch a.nd PQ·~rft . 12 

10 William F. Drummond, s . J., Social JU$'tice (Br uce 
Publishing Co., ~1ilvraukee ), p. 21 . 

11 Ib;bd . 

12 Rery.m rvovttrum, p . 7. 
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SimilarlY, the economic order marks tbe introCluct1on of 

the o.!¥&grag.esimo AD!lQ. Social problems possess tho heart of the .. 
w..atter here- -the problems that grew as a result of a n~..r ltind of 

economic lii'e and new (lovaloprnants in industry . It was the s.uare-

ness ox' i-13nt in the midst of plenty; tho division of socioty into 

classast a minority enjoying all the benefits of Health while tho 

majori t y of lo1orking people were oppres s ed by poverty. nIt is an 

economic eta. to of affairs ,"Ilieb those 'liTho enjoy the abWldance of 

richos looked upon as a result of ineVitable economic laMs t, • l 3 

Pius Xl gave his support to the movement for economic planning 

\-1h1oh ,-fas , as Aaron I . Abell says , IJ ••• being popularized by 

some segments of labor and bUsiness and by numerous intellectuals 

of ~:lhom stuart Chase and Charles A. Beard were the most vocal" . 14 

In the United states as elsQwilere tho Quadragesim.o l~nno 

'vas ViElHed as the socia.l .justice norm and tiany sought ways to 

~·tt..'lin its ·realization . Opinion ran high t ha t the unionization 

of vl0rkers must proceed and , as the Pope suggestod, "prepare the 

\.zayU for the foundation of a modernized guild system. An u:.."'lC011l­

promising leador of this vie .... ' point was Honsignol' ll'rancis G. Haas, 

dean of the ne\vly established School of Social SCience at t he 

Catholic University of America . lIe ~las convinced that flo. narrOvt 

and selfish. open shop individualis11\tf VIas the basic caUse of the 

Great De pression. Haas predicted in 1931 that "the permanent re ... 

covery of industrial society is ~nposs1ble unless wage earners 

13 Qy&!lrage.simo A!ID.2, p . 4. 

lIt· Thomas T. McAvoy, R§man Ca tholicism Bnd t~i Americ.an W 
of I,1fe (University of Notr.e &me, Notre Dane) , P. - . • 

'.,'. 
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are frankly accorded the r:i.ght to ol"gan1 zo and bargain collectively 

f or \iagos and vforking cOllej:ltions . 15 tlUni on orgnnizat ion, intel ... 
" 

ligently led, It he said, His the onl:t effecti ve method of securing 

n ader.lUa tesha.:re of ' the ll.:1. t i ona! \fleal th f or ''dorkers and families . ,,16 

Soclal justice ;:ras loo~~ed upon from a different as~cct by 

Charles B. Coughlin of Royal Oak, Nlchi gan. II1seloquent r.d.cro­

phonic ora tory ,,-las involved '.'11 th tM_s problem after 1930. lIe 

publ.icized Catholic 50c1 ':11 toachings. %!'lora widely than any contem­

porary, not only on radio , but on the public pl atform and after 

191.4 through the propaganda of the Union for Social Justice and 

its Heekly journal , ,agcj.nl :rust1cQ, 17 Fa ther C()ltgb11n perceived 

that the problen did not stem frnm a conflict bet~1een eInployer 

and employe os but rather frO!t\ Pl'ofound disturbances , cbiefly of 

a financj~al and monetary chal'acter . 011 a band"tagon of monet-~ry 

roform, this "shepherd of tbe air" gained a wtde aud:tence <luring 

hCi early 1930 ' s , but for v(l 1'1o'Us reasonr. 'Has unable to hold it 

intact . Hi s succoss '\-Ias furtho r stifled b.acati.s e the ch')l~gy shunned 

theil" confrere e1 thor out of onvy or distrust 01' because he did not 

wel c0me their cOOPer ation. It appeared to be a more personal ven­

ture than one religious in character. Thus this Ural j gious \'1al t el' 

Wi nchell " ro pell ed the priests by his ambit ions t o put tithe 

1.l."1iversal c:t'GQO into Christj.~ni tyH . 18 

1,uF'reedom Through Organization, II SaJesiamy;n, XXVIII 
(Octobor , 1933), p. 9. ; . . 

16 ttCa th.olic Doctrin~) a:nd lndustr1a..l Practice , " p'oc~9tH~ 
Seventeenth N$)tio,wl Q..'2nference S!t ~thoJ:ic 'phsp~'i tie§ , . 931 , p . . • 

17 ''Fa the!' Coughlin; W:hi ther'? " '.rho ~bdsman, III 
(Ja.nuary" 1935) , p. 9. . 

18 Thoma s T. HeAvoy, Roan C{'}tho1icism and the Americap '1(€lY 
.Qi Life ( University of Notre D3.flle, Notre Dame), P.-st+. 
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The Catholic influence ,,-*1.S not onl y fostered by the el~pgy 

but Catholics of education and substance-soholSirs . politicians 
.' 

and men of affa1:rs ~4'ho mobl11£ed t heir 1ntluenc.e on the business , • - > - • 

community., he:retQl'ore: 1mparvious tcCatbolies'Oo1al teaChing" 

The best-kn;own leaders ;ilJ t1nance and indu,stry, both CathQlic and 

non-CatholIc, met in New lorkC1ty ea.rly 1n 1932 w1 t h CathoU.c 

economist s a.nd teachers of ethies4! The main speaker, John Moody, 

tbe not$d bus1ness statis tician ,. and the apostolic delegate , the 

l-1ost Reverend PietrQFumasonj. ... ,Blondt , a ttributed the fH~clal chaos 

t o' a ditvol"ce in pr acticebet\4een etb:1.c.s and 'busiiWS:S.. In close 

sequence , the Oalvert Assoola'tes. pu'bl1shers of' lbJ:! gOn:gnOmifQ;L. 

t ormod a na.tl·on;o;;wiu~ League. of Sonial JUSttC'6 tor the study ana 

applica t10n 01 the 'eeonomj.Q teaeh1ngis of PlUSXI.19 14iehael 

O'Shaughne.s.sy viaS the leader of t his e.ndeaVOl". 

zine, 0 f sltaughno-ssy l'eported that 

InM9r1~ maga~ 

Several Ca t holi<: l s.yme l'l, bUslnes'smen ,ot substantial 
roeans ha\'e!:eaehcd the conolusion .that tbe soo1al .. 
t1nllUlo1al nn6 industrial d1:s1ocQtlon that has OVer. 
whelmed the world. demands t hat w~contortnour hWllan 
relations t o our spiritual .ideas , tnat t ho value. and 
seeuri. ty of all property and the .' mao te;rlal happiness 
of all t he. people of the United States depend.s on t ho 
attainment 1n tills Ci'Qtwtt'y of SOCial justl ce as p,ro­
pounde~ by our Holy Fa-ther, PoPe,. Pius XI. in his 
encyel:1eal , ~grige,ims Mma. 20 

A rnOl"O dynamic endoavol" with a l asti.ng irifluenoe and one 

that presented $plend1d opp.QPtun1tles for a.11 ... edueated a.nd unedu­

oated ...... \</as the Catholic \,$QYker. Fr·om Its f oun.ding it eer-VEld as- & 

19 t",A Leag1,le ot Social Justice, U 1U S(ommOU4;tlaJ., XV 
(January 2!1, 1934), PP. 337-38. . ." . . . 

20 lAtter totheedltor' '01" AmIGoa • . ffCommunieat1oruu . 
Praying tor Social Justice,." &merlSio. LXVII (September 2lr., 1932) j 
p .. 602. 

.\~ '~;.: .. , -.,. ~~~ -~ 



lighthouse t'Urnishillg a sense ot directi on for Catholics anxious 

to crusade .tor soola.l justice. U$ometimes" ,j a s Jesuit Albert . .' 
Muntsc h wrote , iinel tho'r clergy nor la i ty knOW' exac tly vlha t to 

do i n o~el' to t 'ollow out the $o-Oalled t Catholic Program. I U 

He observed~ liThe ~tho;U.c, Wpmgr tells ,,,,hat to do a.nd hO\ll to do 

it . It. comes down to' the le,vel of the people . ... 21 

Tho Ca. thol1eWorke1"s in this great drama -of Christian 

charity were many and 01' diversified backgrounds and interests . 

Their united efforts and 1.doals Can besllIDllled up in those quotes 

of Dorothy Day~ the fOunder: It I do not know how to love God 

exce pt b~l loving the poor . I do not Imow horll to serVe GOd, 

except by serving the p.oor. ,,22 "The 11 ttle \4'o.y, f al til in God 

no the real1zat10.n that it 1s He that performs the work,and 

lastly not being afraid of dirt and failure , and cr1t1c:tsm. 

13 

These are the things Which must be stressed in bold1ng up t he 

technique ot works of mercy as a ~eans of ll'egaining workers to 

Chris t . 1t23 D,orothy Day is the most remarka.ble personal! t yengaged 

i n the battle for the poor. Confronted by the gr eat problem of 

pover ty, she has drawn the conclusion that if she is to help the 

p.oor she must become one of the poort .1 t would not sutflce £0·1' 

her to be a social worker c aning in a mong the poor, howeve~ 

devotedly, trom the oU.ter social realms. She must live among 

21 "A Promising Journalistic Ve,nture , n Il:ul9uildaman, 
III (April" 1935), Pp. 6-7. 

22 DorothY Day, "Poor PeOJ)le , tt .llUL ,pmmQtmea1, LXII 
( ·June 23 , 195'0), PP. 2'73-74. .. 

, . 

23 Dorothy Day, "House on Mott street, II .t!l! Qommol1\fe&Jr , 
XXVIII (May 6, 1938) , pp. 37 .. 39. 
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them and live like them, and therein lies hor secret of follovring 

Cbrist ' s plea of asslstanc~ to fQIIO'~/man. She must take upon 
.< 

herself :poverty,.-n,ot dignified poverty noj roman~ic poverty, 

but the hungry poverty of the very poor. Th1s ilas the beg:l.nning" 

the nucleus , of the ama.zing Rouse .of Hospitality movement in 

America . ~lhere the down a.nd outs sleep, she sleeps . Thousa.nds 

are ted in catholic . \>/orker Houses evel'Y da1, hers$lf' among them. 

The extent of hal' eoncern 1s not an 1mmed1ate relief ot 

poverty. She has her ovm sociological Vie..ofS expressed in her 

pa per, l.!li QA1ibo11c ,«orl\ar. What fills one 'with admiration 1s 

that her vlritirtgs are not a suggested r,emedy but the pressing 

horror of the di sease . She puts .on no a.irs of false sympathy 

for sUffering$ that the poor do not t~eel . The real sutferings 

of t he p.oor aro pertrayed from the 1ns1de . Yet . the most praise­

'\-Tarthy of all o~ Dorothy Day' s effort s 1s the emotion which 

transflgUl"es her writing; :1 t 1.8 basically lotte ot God and the 

poor without a trace of bitterness for those more prosperous . 

Could her P:lst-- the radiant story of unquenchable faitb .. • 

so vibrant wi t h the raw stuff o.t life and death , be thev1tal 

factor in this "patron salnt of Skid now? t' Thomas Merton; in 

reviewing her book, t.oa:YS!§ WlS Flshgs , seems t o convey her 

dynamics 1n a nutshell. "Every Amex-ican Chr1stlan sbou'lo read 

thi.s book because it expl odes the comfortable myth that we have 

pl'acticall y solved the problem o.f poverty in OUl" affluent socie t y. 

It is a dee.ply touching and delightfUlly humorous record ot ex­

periences that read like the early Franciscan tlorett.1 . But 

tbat does not mean that we Can afford ·to enjoy them and forget 

.; .... 
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them • • _ • I..oiv~R ~ FUhe§ is a c:red1 t to American democracy 

and to Anl~r1can CathQlicism. 02.... EQwa:r:d, Wlllock, co-founder of . 
. ~ 

Iptesr!tl maga;tine dosoribes.tl:w. Catbol~c ~ork;e:r; philosophy; 

it "is that the House of lIospital::tt y exists not to ' do good ' to 

its guests but to teed, elothe, and house them. It exists ba ... 

fore t his for the moral reform of t hose who 'Voluntarily 13,ve 

among and $erve Christ in IU.s 1'001',,,25' 

li on~ could read Dorothy'I's dtal'Y, her tnemlbership in the 

Socialist Party coUld be c ·onfirme-d . She: worked t.fi th and fot' 

Conmnmism, espoused anarchism, labol''ed tor the Industrial Workers 

of the i-lorldand fought the "class war. fI M1s$ Day has bee.:n described 

as a radioal who nevol" g,ot tired . 26 She wen.t to jail whE'.ln falsely 

arrested as a prostitute i n an .1J:M h(>tel an4 staged a ten- day 

hUngoT $,tr1ke.-also in jail-in supPort otthe sutfragists. She 

entered into aCQfnmOn-la ... l marriage and bore a. daughter. Ba.pt1z~ 

an 1i:p1s0Qpal1a,u, she d:ropped religion as an tmpediment to her 

'41orlh At 17. she says', "I was in lo'iTO nO'\il with the masses '. • • 

they vlere collect1vely the new 1<fEissiah. u27 tt was toe b!rth ot 
her babY' a!l() tbe des1reto br:t..ng some Ol"d'er and religion into 

tbe child ' s .life that finally caused Dorothy Pa,y in 1927 to j oin 

the Roman Catholic Church. liTo l>ecotlle a Catholic meant .for me 

. 24 lI)'Daves and Fishes, " .i.Wl <tbllst;J.an £.9nt·UfY (October 9 , 
1963), p, 2l+~. 

. ." ~g' E. wellockL "catholiC .. Itadlealiem.·' %ia ~mmom'foa4t 
LVIII (Oct.o~er 2, 19'3) . Pl'. 630-3.3. 

26 flUotothy Day, " Cur:rent Biography; .1962 ' 94; "Catholic 
w.orker--A Lonely Soldier, " IU I2r.!i nnw!.'h November 21 ; J.965, 
68 , by Richard J . B. Johnson .' 

, () , 2'1 "Dorothy Da.y . s Pla.:t<y, uNfJtlli,WftQk" XXXIX .( Jan. 21; 195,2) , 
p. 0'. 

. '~" 
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to give up a mate \<11th WhOlJ1 I '!Ja.s much in love. It got to t he 

,point 'where it wa.s the ,simple qUestion of whether . I obose. God ..: ' 

0'1' . man • , .... It ",msllot because I was tired of sex, satiated, 

disillusioned " ' that I turned to God . n 06r'O'thy Day ,.,rote in 

.iJl.sl ,,Lgng kPn~l~nSHai . 28 She entored tne Roman catholio Churoh 

on December 28, 1927. 

iter tS:1"st year.s in the Faith tiera hard ones . All h~r 

a.Ssooirates who shared radicalism \,farce outside the ehure.h. But 

unlike mO$teonv'erts to CatholiCism, Miss Day dlcl not renounoe 

her formal' f ri<!mds. Sho brought the I\i'Jli'l , anarchism, violent 

pacifisUl and social1sm. through the doors of the ChtU"ch '\tl1tb hor. 

Her ideas blossomed i nto the Cathdlto Worker Movement 

which she found'ed in 19.33 t.fi thPeter Maurin, a French peasant. 

philosopher.. From the thought of the Engl ish d1str1butists and 

.of Fa the%' Vinoent l>tcNabb;, St. '.t':hOll1$s AqU.inas, Peter K~()Potk1n 

and. .others , t4aU1"1n has s ynthesized a philosophy and a program 

1"or a Ilg:reen .revolutiont'l that woUld. unit, sobolars and woners 

in houses at hospitality for the needy, fa.rming communes" and 

l'·ound table discussions , He expressed h1.S ideas incare1'ullY 

construc ted "easy e$~J!iYs . U The radical OatholiciSln. ot Peter 

l.faul'il1 was not just a school of tpougbt but rather aranewal of 

, Chr ·j.stian sympat hy for the mas~ed victims ot indus'trialsoci-Qty. 

Peter Maur1n complemented UQrot,by Day so that the quantitative 

influonces of th& catholic Worker cannot be calculaoted.; its 

28 Cwr ent Biogr§.12hl, 1962:, p •. 95'. 
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quali ta tl va i.nfluenc-e caIl only 'be, fe lt. 

To des cribe t hi s giant of a man is t o begin the love stor y 

of one who 18 dedica t ed t o t he 1'OO5Se $. Thi s man "las pr epared in 

early life f or the mammot h vocation which awaited him. His 

:par ents, the brothers and sisters he dearly l oved , plus t he 

Chris t ian Brothers, his teaohers . shaped the s pi r it of t his 

modern Poverallo. Peter ' s povor t y , his ~oy" 1115 sQul ... searcblng 

and \-1orld vision bring t o l i f e t he t hirteenth century saint . 

To descr ibe him best is to see Peter Maurin t hr ough Dor ot hy Day ' s 

eyes . uNe 'i'las intensely r;tlive, on t he alert, even whe,n Si l en t, 

engaged in reading or thought. When he talked, t he til t of his 

head t hi ,S an1Jnated expression, the Warm glow in his eyes, t he 

gestUl'es of his hands; his shoulder s , his wbole body compelled 
, 29 

your attention. '" 

The best compl iment of Peter Maurin was published i n 

Ameri0a. magazine which ex tolled his ability as a simplif ier: 

"The scholastic scaffold of st. Thomas ' S~ came t umbling d OHn 

as Peter outlined1n his blank-verse ~ j.ilssau the medieval 

teachings ontbe i mportance or Big Shots and Little Shots • • • n30 

The i nfluence of his pen was world .. widq. His thOUght, sai d 

Canon Card1jn, founder off the Joc1st movement in Europe, was 

"the purest spil"it of the Gospe.l·s . n31 

nouse, 
29 Arthur Sheeban, 
}1e\v York)" p . 91 . 

30 IbiS "' p. 205. 

31 !l?!£. , p . 205. 

'J • . ; 

fe:lier t$WZa.P' lal MJ.1p.ver(Uanover 



Another facet to his cred it \>Tas tha tAme r ica had pr ofited 

greatly from his knovrledge of the more mature movements of a .i 

social nature in. Europe. In the United States, hOI/Tevor, the 

slavish :tmitation \<las not fo110"'/ed but with Peter Ivlaurin's in-

fluence gave was to evolving mystiques and techniques more 

campa tible Hi th the native clima te. 

Peter's dea th came \'li th the quietness of God's approva l 

18 

on Nay 15, 1949. It narked the anniversary of the Papal ency­

clicals: Rerum NOVa rUJll and Quadregesimo Anno which Poter had done 

so much to publlcize and implerrent. And it vias Nay - the month 

just sixteen years before when the f irst issue of the Catholic 

Worker was printed and distributed in Union Square. 

The i mpact of the Catholic Horker, the penny paper and 

the movement that gre\v out of it, on the Catholic body as a \'Tho1e 

is immediately shocking but yet, in its long - range effect, 

subtle. It has been a s intended, a leavening influence and con­

sequen tly at its mature stage not readily isola ted f r om the \-1hole 

dough. This effica cy, of v/hich \-te now have evidence, is the 

proof of the genius a nd the essential holiness of Dorothy Day and 

Peter 11a.urin, its founders. 1I32 

The erry~th of the Catholic Worker movement out of the needs 

and as pira ti ons of "\olOrking men and women in ind us try and on the 

farms, is proof that the spirit and outlook of the Old Testament 

prophets and of the early Church are povlerful forces \o/i thin 

32 Ed \-lillock, IICa tholic Had icalism," CommonHeal, 58 
(October 2, 1953), p. 632. 
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modern civil ization. Anne Fremantle ,in her S<a1aardSlY Revie,.J 

.report of Dorothy Day ' s book ~ .~ tooel1nees; , uses a descrip-.. 
tion which typifies a.flY melDber of the "Catholic Worker Family. ,f 

She explains tflat: liThe French say that a person .1$ good lilte 

bread ll ana it is t hls piU'asethat COMEtS to mind when one r eads 

Doro'chy Day ' s life . This partly, of course, because bread is so 

much on her m.1nd, and has been all bel' life ... bread for the 

people , rea.l wholawllea. t hi'cad t not "'.fh1 te ersa tz blotting papor, 

spiritual or physical . But it 1s so ps..rtly,. also, because of 

Sa1nt Augustine ' s thought; til am the J:I"'ood of tho ntl'·oIl£!. : grm; 

and thou .a hal t feed on t·7o , but not I into thee, but thou shalt 

be changed into No. 1i33 

The ~tb,o;Uc HgrK§T has gained many aVenues through the 

print~d media . The first issues ·of thegath9~tc ~oI'!s~.r car.ried 

the heart of the enoyclicals to the common man. DorothY' Day 

sununeo up hel' editorial page thus: tlIn an attempt to popularize 

and make known the oncyclicals of the Popes in regard to social 

justice and the proeram put forth by the Church f'ol' t he ":recon­

struction of the social order, {I this nOviS sheet" the ~tflQlic 

Worlt~U: , i s startod . 1I34. Its influenCe i s 'both dratnatic a.nd 

miraculous when one roa lizes that editors had only 92¢ aaong 

t hem \<lb9n tUG first j .ssuo came to pl:'oss . 3' Tbe Catholic Work9[ 

33 A.nne Fremantle, rtGood Like Bread t' , SaturPDY f\evifUi 35, 
( March 1 , 19;2) t p. 12. . . . 

31:t-J. c. Cart . ItCathol1;e Worker and the Worker's", 
qomm9n~eal , ,~ , (April 4. 1952) , p. 636. 

35' ('Fools for Christ ll if Um,i , 51, ( ~.a.y 24, 1<)48), p. 57 • 

...... ... 



started, as the name suggests, a s a c ompetitor of t he COD~unist 

Daily Vlorker, and it \>las no unpl anned event tbat most of th e 
" 

20 

first issue, in 1933, vIas distributed in Union Square on Hc'l.Y Day. 

"In their maiden editorial the foll ov!ing idea \-las also engendered : 

' li/hy should the Devil ha ve all the good turns '? III Maurin o.nd Hiss 

Day Vlrote, "It's time thore 'va s a Ca tholic pa pe r printed for the 

illlemployed . The fund rurrental aim of most radical sheets is c on­

vorsion of its readers to radicalism and atheism. Is it pos s ible 

to be radical and not ntheist,?,,36 The Church' s s ocial program is 

engendered in t-vlO papal le t ters - the Rerum Nova r um of Leo XIII 

and the Quadregesimo An!.!Q of Pius XI. "Our job is to make the 

encyclicals click," Peter Naurin once 3a id. 37 Des pite his sincere 

efforts it became a pparent ra t hor ea rly in his vlri tings hm</ al ien 

his thoughts '-Tere. His anSvTcr to a reader'S a ppeal for support 

for the organization of labor unions is the foll~NinB : 

:Host organizations exist not for the benefit 
of tbe organized, but f or the bene!i t of the 
organizers . Hhen t he organizers try t o organize 
t he unorganized, t he y do not organize themselves. 
If everybody organized themselves, everybody 
Vlould be organized.3ts 

It VIas Dorothy Day "rho reconciled the irroconcilable: "Petor ' s 

rusti c anarchism. and the great common sense of the Vicar of 

Christ.,,39 

36 D. r.t3.cDonald, IIProfilcs", .lliU:L Yorker , 28 (October 11 , 
1952), p. 37. 

37 Ibid. 

38 Ca tholic i:/orker , Volume I, No.8. 

39 J. C. Cort, "Ca tholic '~lorker and the 1;lorkers, II 
Commonvleal, 55 (April tr, 1952), p . 636 • 

...... 
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Another qu.ali t y of the paper, j)e.:rhaps prema tu;re in tuner i ean 

t hinking , .... ,a s also a vital facet of Dorothy Day ' s oditOtial . Qan. 

Wa!~efield , in his artic.Ie in .l$&t:t,on mag~zine says . ,jlts f i rst 

eai t orial announced that 5. t 110ul d not be restricted to the people 

of any one 1'e11g.10n or poli tical belief , anyone color of skin 

or cut of clothes, but that it was • •• 

For t hose who are sitting on bench.esin the warm spri ng 

sunlight. 

For' thos e vtll0 are hu.dd ling i n shel tel' tl.~y1ng to escape 

t he :tai n t 

Fo~ those • .,.-ho ure ,valking t he stl'(,lClts in the al l but 

futile seurch for l:lorl!: . 

For those "1ho t hink there is no hope for t he i'uture ~ no 

r ocogni tiC)l Oct their plight., the ,Ca.tbo~~Sl tiPl'¥£S!t 1.~ edited . "4O 
. . 

Besides the scholarly philosoPhical approa ch , Sl pr ac tical solut .1on 

~vaa madt) a pparent. Adverti sement s \-Jere printed .s,ppeal1ng for 

clot hl xJ.g and 1'00<1 t o supply those mon vrne war~ s itting on the 

'bal1ches . Rooms '«ore rent ed for people \4ho had no root OVer their 

head , and the 1:n,w.gl'y and homeless "dere given br ead as \ .... ell a s 

",ords . F'or Dorothy Day believed that ~ IlMeals ara $0 important. 

The DiSciples km:r~! Clu;'i.st in t he breaki.ng of the Bread . ltle lQ:low 

Christ in each other sitting de~tn anC! ea ting t oga t hel' . ;rt is 

unbelievably. poignantly 1ntimate .• ultl As the paper a,rId its r ad ical 

. . t.o Pall ~4akefield ! IiMiracle of the Bowery, " Uitioo 182. 
(February 4, 19;6), p. ~l . 

. lr1. Dorothy Day, uI.t Was a ,Good D1nner lt ,gpmmomz@a.1 32 , 
(Augus t 23, 1940) , PP. 364...65'. 

(., .. -: .. 



not ions of peace and equality spread across the m tion, "Houses 

of Hospitality" gro\v in the greater metropolises from coast to " 

coast vlith beds and kitchens for the immediate relief of God ' s 

poor .42 

22 

Truly, it "fas a historic day in 1933 when the Catholic 

Worker expanded from a paper to a movement. A vast amount of 

untapped energy \>las released and the seed s of future "llouses of 

Hospitali ty" 'tIore so\m. OVer the years some of this energy was 

undoubtedly misdirected to utopian Causes and foolish schemes for 

making the world OVer . This seems to follaw the pattern when 

youthful idealism is engaged, especially i n the Catholic Horker . 

The 1:/orker existed for over thirty years without any rules, 

memberships , committees or endowments and bas studiously rejected 

the techni'ques of organization and the counsels of worldly caution; 

it has lasted longer than most soberly-conceived undertakings 

which were began at the same time . It must be held up as a model 
43 of effioiency and genuine prudence . 

It set out to furnish "a sense of direction to the en­

larging corps of Catholics anxious to crusade for social jUstice. lI44 

The Catbolic Horker produced a philosophy of love and Christian 

reVolution which 'Jas old - so old that it l ooked like neH . It set 

out to rediscover and recreate the evangelical spirit and bear 

42 Dan l'Takefield , "Miracle of the Bo\ferY,1I Nation 182, 
(February 4, 1956) , p. 91 . 

43 J . Cogley, "Catholic \v orker , " Commonvl0al 68, (May 16 , 
1958), p. 180. 

44 Aar on L. Abell, American Catholicism and Social Action. 



witness to the simplic1.t1es of the Gospel in t he modern \'lorlde 

Christ I s teaching could be viet/ad i n the '(.1:"i tings of Dorothy Day 
" 

23 

't>/hen :;lhe emphasized t he happiness if even one person .. las s erved 

and holpt;!Q by Ule House of Hesp! tali ty, The C~th91ic \\fQrkE]£, shc 

believed, ,",ould be repaid and could foel its l a.bors 'v/ore not in 

vain. 

Perh.:'}ps the Qat.bol6c wor~ol, for all 1 ts ineffiCi ent 

methods in the sight of "organi zed ,e.if1c1ent .societyll \<las so 

suocessful in what it s,ot out to do because its ambitions 1I1Ore 

so. modest and 1 ts pretensions so feH . This t hen, ~vilS the s 13artlng 

point and inspiration for the organization or the Detroit Catholic 

\iorker. 

··i· 
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CEAPrER II 

THE SI~AT OF CUARITY .. DETROIT t-J'OIUtER HOUSE 

In the galaxy of cities, Detroit is the motor ca pital of 

t he l,vorld " a labor union 'stronghold, and the seat of the: CRtbolic 

archdiocese . From 1900, when it had 28, ,704 people , it was 

raised by the motor Car industry to the fifth largest city in 

the United states '.dth popula.tion (1960) of' 1,670 t l44~ The 

ea tholia Church has gr own sll!.lUl taneolAsly \11 th the city ' s ptryslcal, 

ind ustrial and cultural development . TodaY Detroit has more than 

one hundred parishes and a variety of Catholic ,$ohools, hosp1tals~ 

,religi ous eommunities and charitable organizations have s prouted 

up. 

'rhe Ca tholic ChUl'eh has been affected by sucb prosper i t y 

and a ttendant s ocial u pheavals . -The problem has presented i tself 

by s hifts in popula t1on, wi th the \.fh1te poople able to affoTd t o 

move to t he suburbs a.nd their places in the city neighboJ;'hood 

t aken by the Mexican migrant laboret's , Negroes,. Puerto Ricans 

and poor Southerners , all of \4hom have come to the "'Ca.r C1tyft of 

the Horld to seek employment .. Wi th t his movement rea.chlnn a more 

critical s,tage , the Church in Detroit is becoming once again a 

missionary Church , .serving the poor and the uproot ed .. 'rha 

problem is intensified with thQ non ... 'Eng l:J.sh speaking barrier. 

liot all of the older parishes ha va been able to cope '.-li th t his 

. '~',.' 
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problem --- to adjust to the changes or moet the challenges . One 

parish that did was Holy Trinity Church with great creativeness ,. 

and ingenuity. To make that dream come t rue, the dynamics, in­

genui tyand courage of Msgr . Clement Kern were necessary. l 

The parish is in the most run- dO\m neighborhood of Detroit, 

neighcoring the River and the railroad tracks and not far from 

the city ' s Skid ROW' . The name of the area , onCe called Corktown 

because most people who settled there '-lere Irish, has little 

meaning today. The parish inclUdes a mixture of ¥~ltezo , 

Mexicans, Puerto Ricans , Cubans, Negroes and poor Southern vfhi tes. 

The greater percentage are unskilled laborors, on relief or un .. 

employed , drifters , alcoholics, or migrants who live in the area 

temporarily \vhile picking fruit in the orchards outside the city. 

Their state is a rather hopeless situation, because Detroit is 

not suffering a real depression, but because automation is slowly 

closing in on all those without trade or profession. 2 

The parish plant, as one ,,!ould expect , is no real "Iork of 
-

art . The center of Corktovrn, the Church is a l13- year-old 

building of no recognizable style or archi tecture . (Renovations 

and the painting of the Church are the undertakings at the present 

time . ) A dark , hulking rectory, an ugly ol d school and convent 

form the entire nucleus of Christian Action. The urban rene\val 

project for up- dating the section is creeping through and aroWld 

1 !h§.Catholic vl orker , Volume V, No . 8 , (November 1937) , 
p. 3. 

2 The information mentioned above i s an observation of my 
trip to Detroit and was gathered from the interview "lith Father 
Clement Kern • 

. ,. 
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it; howEwer, the parish is 'f'Iary much alive. The rejuvenation of 

Iioly Trinity 1s Father Katon ' s formula. .... the r~eely applied 'Prine1 ... 
-' 

pIt) of stibs1diari ty. Father Kern initiates a program using his 

presti go throughout Detroit as a l.abor- management consulta.'lt and 

La tin American expert to help ra.ise money tor the \-lOrke,rs . a.na 

then rolinqui$bes' the program to competent la.y PGQplo to direct 

ah,{j ma.nage . He bas introduced a. night sohool for adults , giving 

a Var1ety ,of basic cOUl''Ses, ,;l.nclud1ng Engllsh and Spanls,b; ,Em 

employment bureau,. a credit union, mod1~al. dental and legal 

Clinics, cooperative housing for aged and young couples, a 'co- op 

store . A miracle, a c1ream ...... these ~>lords could be USed ~hen you 

realize that al l this hBS been accomplished despite tho parish ' s 

ohronic shortage of priests . Ra.~ly are tbore more than three 

priosts serving Holy Trinity; Father Kern and O.%l$ or two assis­

tants or a res.ident priest who h0lps out on Sundays. 

'rhe majority of poople in Co~.ttow:n are not Catholics . The 

Ecumen1cal spi rit ot Father :Ke,rn reveals. his view: Holy Trinity 

ex1sts to serVe, all tbe people in th{:) pllr;1sh, not just the 

Catho11cs. . All parish sOl"vioe·s therefore are free to everyone 

in the commun1ty and everyone is invited to Qooperate in them 

and \<iork for the.m. 3 

The mYl"iad act:1vitles thatFath~lr Kern ha;s: progressing 

seem to 'be a modern ada-Pta t10n ot th. early Christian pra.oti~e. 

. 3 Dona Sullivan and Paul Velda, "Most Uoly Trinity l'al"ish, It 
(NovC1lmber , 1963) t p. 13 • 

... : .... : 
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ot individual responsibility for the members of the eomt.n\lnity. 

Over the oenturio.$ t a mistaken, self'!.sh notion has ent~red \llhioh 
..: 

lre- echoE!s Cain ' $cry ~ !lAm I my brother's, koe,per?fI This hus 

greatly distorted the charity Christ practiced and taught . MuQh 

of the chari table "tork \'laS previously performed by Cbristians 

personally for the )00)", sick and aged but ~las transferred to 

ChuJ;'ch instl:tutiOrls staffed by religious" 'Lator, state institu ... 

tiona we1"e primary funct1onir1g ag(me1Qs. 'rhe mO<'le:ttnage has 

'1tnesseQ people disil1u.s1oned with sta.te ... directea 11charity. " 

Regrota.bly , the Chur~b t s larger charitable institutions seem to 

indicate a greater emphasis on etfieienO"y OVer pers.onal Ca re ,and 

affoctionate attention. The charity of Father Kern has given rise 

to making the' ;parish a eentel' of CQm!ll\'u)'i ty .social sorvices. He 

bas not , however , made l:IolyT:r1ni ty ' s community self sufficient. 

Most of the Pl'ofessionals \i'ho render s-erviees do not live in the 

parish ~d the mone,y to finance them has been raised outside, too,. 

'ather Kern ' s philosophy indicates that people a re glad to help 

one anothel? if they a,1"e asked , an(! tlhatever helps peopl,e to love 

and Serve, one another 1s good. This Pl'iest has worlted a revolution 
. 4 

in a parisb that from all appearan¢es should have been dead long ago • . 

A 'Vigor,ous f orce working together \dth the spirlt and in 

the s pirit 01 !ioly Trin,ity Parish is th~ Catholic Worker . The 

director of the De,trait Catholic \ioritor upholds and maintains 

the same pr,ineiples and standa.rds as his .pastor. Father Kern. 

1966. 
4 lhf'ormat1on recQived from an interview 011. November 27, 

,.; .... : 



I'll!' . Lou Hurphy, hearing Chr ist ' s call as d:1.d the pa. tron of the 

\vorker House , st . Francis of Assisi, to rebuild the Churc h qas 

dedicated his life to sherl'! that "Christian spirituality without 

social concern is a rej ection of the Incarnation. " Heeding this 

plea , the Murphy family today as in the formative years have 

taken upon t homselves a life similar to the Poverello. 
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The s tory of Lou Hurphy goes back to 1937 "then his paradox 

of poverty began. Lou l1urphy became a member of the Third Order 

of st . Francis at the st. Elizabeth Fraternity in Detroit the 

same year . In establishing the Worker House , he was assisted 

by the friars at Duns Scotus College , headquarters of s t . Elizabeth 

Fraternity, but personally by l<"ather Sebastian Erbacker, O. F. B •• 

\-11 th the grasp of the depression holding a tight rein upon Detroit , 

the st . Francis V! orker House \vas opened . The st . Elizabeth 

Fraternity continues to aid the \-Iork by donations of food t clothing 

and serv1ees. 

The seed that initiated this plan was the Catholic Ac tion 

Convention held at l~rygrove College on Sept ember 12- 13 , 1937, in 

Which Dorothy Day ' s address was the highlight of the program. Two 

other speakers , Fathers Charles Rice and Carl Hensl er of the 

Catholic Radical Alliance of Pittsburgh , assisted in !!laking the 

ca use of the working L"lan the paramount feature of the Convention. 

Stimulated by these talks , a group of interested clergy and laymen 

met \.fit h Miss Day a t the Knights of Columbus Hall on Friday, 

5 list . Francis House of Hospita1ity, 1t Franciscan Herald, 
(March 1965) , pp. 91-92. 



September 17 , 1937 ~ Miss Day explained the purpose of' the 

Ca t holic vlorker Movement and gave an inspiring a ccount of t he " 

HOrk being car ried on in NeTt! 'Yorlt and other large cities. She 

$ugge~ted that a House ot Hospitality be established and that 

propaganda. b~ carried out t o further the workers ' movem.ent. 

2.9 

Eager t o hegL'1 in earnest, another meeting ",fa S held 

Sept ember 23 . 1937, at t he Sacred Hear t Seminary. Father C. A. 

f.1urphy , ad i t Ol" c£ the ~a tgoli9t\ctlon Ml§tin, acted as the tem­

pora.ry chairman. Father Sebast1a.n E:t>backer, O. f . l' .. s.poke of the 

need of the Catholic \1orker for a.ccurate information pertinont to 

the problems of labor. He a lso suggGsted the organi zation of a 
6 V/ori>(ers t School for bot h men and women. 

Us ing hi.s General Motors sala):'Y , Mr . Lou Murphy bogan his 

Samaritan .... lork . Lou rented a sma.l.l flat and e i ther boggod or 

bougbt the bare necessities t o furnish t his havon for the poor. 

Within a tew \<leeks, t he hea.Clquarte,rs was set up at 11".14 Bagley 

s treet :in a Malt ese and Mexican district on t he neal" '.fost side . . . 

Cls.$ses \iere organized 1n parliamenta ry lS\>l , in economics and in 

l abor problems •. 7 

As the nurn'ber of men .. rho came t o be fed increa sed, and 

his spare t ime became insufficient to b~g t ood , Lou quit his job 
. . . . 8 at Gene:ra.l Motors. . 

6'fha $;atholic WOrke" Vol,. V, No . 6, (Octo~rt 1937) . 

7 Data for this reseltarch rece1'ved from an intorv1ew wi tb 
Mr. Lou Mur phy on November 24, 1966. 

8 fist . FranciS House of HospitalitY, 'I fransclscan Hersa1g , 
(March, 19(5), p. 92. 
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Dona tions did not come to him easily, Things ,<lere eri tical 

tho.se first y~ars a.xlJ3 St . Fran.Qis chang ed its add ress f our times, . " 

ma.inly because Lou Murphy could not pay the rent, Thel~e ,.,ere 

times ,·,hen the electricity Has t urned 01'1'- "'01" tbG ga.s ..... or the 

vTator for nonpayment of bills . Trusting in Providence and bog­

ging just a little harder kept the kitchen going . 

1 .. ou l:turphy was eratified "then Peter Maurin and Joe Zaral1a 

a.:r-rived in Detroit on NoVember 22, 1937. Petel' ts first talk il1a.S 

given at st .. Boniface ' s Ha.ll on TUesday evening . !Ie explained 

t he origin and prinoiple of the Catholic vlorkel" in !,[cw York . 

lIo illustrated t he philosophy of the movetnent by quoting fr om his 

delightful "Easy EssayS . 11 Round t ablE! dis¢tl.sslons \vol'e hold. at 

the house on Bagley gtreet';rher~ Pete r Maurin and Joe ZaX'ella 

clarlfled points \:..Tbichhad caused confusion. 9 

One greatflnancial nugget catne through i n t he early YE%U·S . 

The father 'ot a Seminarian, nOvI Maryknoller , Father Ressler , who 

learned of' Lou r~phy ' s char·i.table 1jrork , donated a fifteen-acre 

farm nea r Ann Arbor, about thirtY-five miles from Detroit. St. 

Benedict ' s farm ha$ grently easodthe food problem by providing 

some for the soup kitchon. lO 

As the s pirit ot charity 1s radiated, friends once helped 

by .Lou 'Murphy became his staunch supporters . Others, men from 

t he lines , pitohed in to ease the burden at St. Franc1s Hou$e ~ 

the soup l1ne and the, ta:rr.n. 

9 !b.20§thoJ.ic Worker , Vol . "No. 9, (December, 1937) . 

. 10 .JoOO Franc1$ , "samaritan of the Soup K1tchen,tf I.b4 
Qitho11c lAWn, (April , 1963>:' p. ,32. 
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T\.to years after thfil st. Francis project , the growing need 

for a similar hou.s~ for women became mol'e appa,r-ent. Mr. l>1tlrphy · 
" 

lea rned that the Archdiocese had been ,dllod a vacant house for 

immediateuse.e He secured the Arch'bishop ' ~ apprpv3.1 ana estab­

lished the St" ).t:\rtna \ sHouse for j obless \>fomen.. Some 0,1' the 

soup 1.ine 1tregUlarsll became tho first gues ts . One 'Of these women 

became the first dtreotor . 11 

To further aid his fellO'...rIll~m, lou Murphy visited the 

neighborhood bars and cheap cates that might be a lure for jobless 

women. Tbere he posted invitations t ,o St. lflartha ' .s House , desorib· 

ing it and extending a sincere weloome . Soon. the admtnistratlve 

position nesoed the services of' a. colle.ge graotL!iJ,te as the project 

became more 1n~ol v~d in both size, and challenge. Justine 1 t 

Espera.nce , who was to bec~ Mrs . Lou Murp!ly, f111eq the Position~ 12 

JUstina 1.1 E{;lpe:l'a..nce was .first introduced t o the: Catholio 

Worker Movement while sbe a tteooaQ Maryg l;'ov'eCollege . S1stsl' l-1ary 

had g1.vGtl tb~ llQlIlspaper as an assignment. \,lhi1e taking a journalism 

course , Miss l,. t ESpE,:Jrano0 \-las aslted to 1ntervio\l/ M:r." . Lou Mur phy 

a.bout the Ca tholic W:orker in DetrOit . tie;rnaxt contact 'l1ith this 

movement was t o ,s pend a SUlDm12X' there as 6l. Y01Wlte;er in her 

sophomore yea.r. In 19~"2 t she became t he head Of st. l~.rtha 1 s 

House . },t"rom then on, the spi:r:tt of COlmllltment mad.o ho·r decide 

t ha.t t his to/as hav l;U'e ' s 1.iork. However , .she continued her \-/ork 

tOT the U,Atv- CIO, AFt and the Ped~ralGo'\N,rnm.nt· t s :vIal' Labor Board 

11 Xbld •• P .. 34 • 

P. 92. 
1.2 nsto Francis House of Hosp1 tali ty, 11 (Marc.h , ' .196 ~) t 

.;' : •.. :: 
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as a l llboll economist. 

time j ob for itOl' . 13 

tn 194·5" the Ca tholi¢ Worket' looca.n~ a full 

.I 

Lou t-lUrphy 'lola.s still a bacholol' \llnon tho second t</Ol,'lld \ial" 

br oke out. l'te left his soup kitchen for at1t:1e . to dl'iVQ an 

ambulanoe \.;1 tb the Alneriean F1Gld Serv1eein Franco. llis cbolca 

of serV:1ce brought hirl close to the f ront lines , yet .Permitted him 

to rGta.1n the pae1t1st ideals or the Ca.tholie VJorl!;.er 11ovement. 

In 1947'1 Lou and JUst:Lne wer& marr1ea . To thom" Dorothy 

DaY ' Gcommont, "The !;lost signifi oant th1ngabont tho Catholi0 

arksr is povert y, some saYj The, most s.ign1t1cent 1s canmunity, 

others say, but the final vl:0rO is love" seems ·to show a unity of 

motives . With t bi s in mind , Catholic t.,0rKors reatf1rt'llQd their 

service to t he Skid Rm1 'Sot" 't1te:y r.ealtzeO tha tthey \<!ould Jll<-nlol" 

co as f1.n(.U1c1ally stable as thoi r to:rme~ ¢l.assmateG~nd i'l'ichas" ••• 

Justine ' s f rom Ma.17gro'Ve allCl LQ\~ ' s butldies from the Un1versity of 

Dotro1t.14 

Tbeir famil.y of six el:111e:hr.sD, too, bave .reaped a rioh 

harvest tr;om their enVil'onment. AS l~. 14ul'phy l'ol3a:rked l "1~ 

people wonder Td'oother tbts kind of 11£$ 1S good fol;' tho ehildren •••• 

exposed to so much poverty. ,,1; l :t taltes onlY' the opportuni tyto 

t tham t o baYG all doubts oleared. Sb.e11a, 18, the oldest, 

attends Via.yne sta.te University, ther~ she l'nd1ates the knc\tJledga 

. . .. 13 Fa~~s def:j.vod t r dm all iut-ervlow with .Mrs . tou f~phY 
on November ~,., 1966. 

140 Nr . Mu.r phy ' s intorvlew rev'Oal ed the above s.tatem.ents . 
Irlfor.ma.tlon ;ls alaog1"on inl ,John Francis , nSamar1tanot the 
Soup Ki t c hen, t' ~. Q\thollc I ;l:;1BUl, ( Al'r11, 1963) , p .• ,3lt. 

. 15.tObn Franc1et"Saf;l\;lritan 01 tho Soup Kitchen,'t Xll.c 
Catholic 14;aatlt t A.prl1, 19(3), P. 37,,. 

".' ... " 
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and love for her f ello\ilInan gleaned f 'rom the family circle. Stn11ing , 

red-ha.1t"od t ,$he gives no t;Jv1<1anoe qf an unhappy ps,yohological c9n .. 

fliot . Kevin , 17, sho\'15 a seriousness, yet displays fo4n i nner 

Peace and sa tisfa.ction. Christina and 14aureen are students 

a ttendi ng ImmacUlata High School. They, too, have a keen 3,\'1areness 

of giving all ' and getting more in l'.eturn. Thoy have engendered an 

interest in t he Ca tholic Worker 'but have t.he wonderful \1101"1<1 of a 

teen agel' , too . A. group founded by Christina culled the Your~ lay 

Apostles , made up of high school girls, has begun to tutor and 

organize recr(1a tion for children in poor noighborhoods . 'The older 

c hlldron have their friends over t o discuss the Catholic ~lorker 

or other lde.as of current intorest. It ls edifying to see a. total 

devotion to sonobla a cause . Eri dget 1$ nillo years old and is 

enrolled in Holy TrInity School.. Although , too young to understand 

t he dynamic \:lork: of her parents,. she helps in the soup line on free 

days . Another son" Brian , "l8,S t en years old vThen he died of a virus 

infecti on of' the brain. The 14u1" pny family r emar ked that God blesses 

any v[or kel' family w1 th an ab1.ll1dance of drac~s . To 5h01:1 an extra 

love , t4r . Ht~r.phY said , one of t he children gets a call from God 
16 t o come home quito ear ly in l ife . 

Since her childI'on a re grO\m, and since st. Vartha ' s House 

is the l'esldence of t he Hurphy ' s her job of adm1nistrat1Qn is 

lessoned . Some families still seek haven i f s ome distres s be .. 

fa.lls th~m . They are most '..telcomed by the Murphy f ,amily. Mrs . 

Murphy has begun a new career to help her fellowman. She. 15 cur ... 

16 Data secured from a taped interview on NOVember 27, 1966. 

, .;.-.... 
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rently enrolled 1n th~ graduate, progr am in Education at Ibl"ygrove, 

COlIeeo . For the PlU') t tJ..ro semeste:t:s , she has taught fourth gr ade 
" 

a.t }j"l"ank l i n School :1.n the inner city . Her pritna.ry aim 11'1 the 

andOtl.VDl:' is to secure finances for her f amilyts collegooducat1on. 

'theta is no incom.e in the Ca tbo110 ~f orker , socondly, the he(~d of 

<tt4,'IlIH':Led teacher.s is gl'ea t in the inner 01 ty , In t his field sbe 

has the ricb ~xperionce of r aising family 1n a simila.r Q.nvlroJ:1-

ment of rneeti.'lg the guests and their f amilies at St . ~hlrtha ' s 

House, and or living in the inner city. Mrs . Murphy is alt!O 

partieipa tina in Fro ject Head stat't . She has nothi ng but praiso 

for the (lc ,compllshments and the ChLtl'ch t s par ticlpa tion i n it . The 

general Church, un1'ortup.J...1.tely. has an indiff erent , sit-baole-

atti tude vlbieb i~ not found in t he Corkto'.r/n community . The ~fc st 

Central Organizat10n together \d t h the Churoh is involved in an 

all ... out effort to help pl~esorve the hornes of the l ntor .... clty .rCOP10. 17 

Tho Murphy' s , wit h a deep awareness of what it feels 11ke, 

to be a minority, understand the groat drama t ba.t is travsling 

across thecountrY,,"'UI'ban rell!...~lal versus human renevJ'al . The 

human :pars on, t he inai vidl.tal , is fOl's:otten in man t s se.ar~h for 

wealth and POWEll' . To the .cork.tOiin communit y , their homes al' e not 

the I1s1um a.l'Ga tt and they are hDnlobod1E%1 and 'Horkers. 

This urban renewal haS a erastic e·:ffoot on the broad 

lines . The, nwnberof Goo t s poor has h'ot gl"o\'-1n 1'ovl61' . SincQ Skid 

R.ow is demolishod , the occupants have been · ~oloQateel . Tho l ines 

17 Information :recorded a.bove from an intervl¢\>1 ... 11th the 
f;luI'phy· s on Novemher . 27. 1966. Information s1Xn11ar to the, abov·e 
topic 1s a1,so tound1n "RGlevance, JlMarU~OY~ Qol,egft, Xlli. ~pu§ 
'3e. pprt~.r , (1966 Commencement Issue) ; pp • . 2 .... 3. 
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.. .. 18 
have dwindled from 5'00 to 200 or 300 each day. 

To understand the Murphy ' s life is t o have the par able of 
.i 

our Lord about the daisies of' the field:s and t he 'birds of the air 

becomo areal! ty. \'Jhen asked about insurance, • }1Urphy replies, 

flAn e,as y problmn. vIe don ' t have any. Not even hospitalization 

insurance . " Divine Providence is the keyW'ord of their happiness . 

The hosp;L tal ca re is a gift from the :Bon Secours l'Io~)'pi tal because 

i n the early days, men f"rom St. F.r.n<!is volunt~e.red to lend a hand 

a~ounGl the hospital when tbey wel~e ca.l1ed . So the l-1U:rphy ' s a.re 

".fell taken care of in tho leading hospital of Detl~oit ' $ wealthy 

suburb of Gro.sse Point ~ They are received a.s friends, not as 

charity patients. "The dental ca.re 1s tait'$n ca.r~ of too . Ii 

f riend mentioned to a Catholic dentist thl.1t :VfO didn ' t have ena. 

We all get regUlar dental care, no;..., ...... v1s1t our dentist every s1;);: 

tnonths,r1 sta.ted f-1r . Hurphy. Transportation is not too great a. 

problem. Their residence is jUst a fa .... ' 'blOCks a.way from St . Francis 

Bouse , and Hi thin walking d 1 stance from Holy Tr ini t y Onure h and 

school. Mr. r-il.lI'phy ha s a blaok station 'ltlagon for h1s vlork in 

collecting deli've:r1es. 19 

Detroit, with :1,ts magic historic past • •• the groat city •••• 

t he Cork town co.mmunl ty is all part of God ' .$ ' plan. Detro1 t ' s 

culture reveals 1937 as the opening 01" a !lEnt! vista . The Ca. tholic 

Worker is the hUge heart "afl a.me with love. What did 1937 holen 

18 Derived from the interview of November 26 , 1966. 

, l9 John Fre.ncis, "Samaritan of the' soup Kitchen,if .'ltls:t 
Catb9U.QLa~Il:ath (April, 1963) , p. 36 • 

. : .... 



!'ha t year marked many firsts in Detro! t chronology. The Black 

Legion , an anti- union subversiv~ org~ni zat1on, mad0 its first 

headquarters thore; the Detroit Roman Cn.thol10 diocese "laS made 

Qn archbishopric \41 th EdvIard A .. Mooney a s 1. ts first Archbishop. 

Petro! t celebre. ted the centemnla.l 0'1' Nlebigan ' s statehood; the 

Lone Ranger pregram bagan over t he radiO' stati on WXYZ. 
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,( 

On the world tront, 1937 pres~mted the Violence 0'1' a 

menacing war as Hi tler repudiated German Hal' guilt and obligations 

of the Versailles Treaty. On a happier tone , King George VI and 

Queen lU1,Zabeth Here crowned in London. Thee. I . O. tried t o' 

organize an auto and steel 'V101'KerS union. CUI tUl'ally there 

evolved a craze over ChlU'lle McCa:rthy, ,candid camera , and skiing 

\;lh110 the page boy bob was the, la. tas t hair style . The PUli tzar 

prize \>fent to the 14t~ Gqorg§ M?l§;Y by John p. Mar qUand . BQst 

$Glling novels after Gone Wi~h .tlm ~ were Jlol'tmvestl P'U"fsa.ge 

by l{enneth Rober ts , The CitQd@~ by A. J . Cronin and Q! ~ ~nd )1eo 

by John Stelnbeelh 20 \'11 th the cuI tur al I I)a.$ t and its advanced 

i ndustri a.l devGl opment , Detroit was a fl'ui tful vineyard . lUld 

the \<l ords of St . Francis become a rea11 ty for tho ~turphys as 

t hey vIera fer the Poverollo centuries ago: "that which \4aS hitter 

\..ras turned into sweetness ••••••• n21 

20 lletx!>it.In Ita \torJ,~Setting, (Detroit ;, 1953).. 

21 " Paradox of Poverty ,U (March, 19(5), inside cover . 



CIlA PfER II I 

\'lORKS OF lillRCY AND VO LUHTARY P(YVf :RTY -
GUIDELINES OF THE HUHPHY FAt-HLY 

" 

The Catholic Vi orkers say , as the first Christians Hould 

say: "Here are the hungry and homeless, let us share our fel'1 

dollar s vii th them." 'r hese people pr ovide sotm.d doctrine for 

starving souls, but their practical love for t he poor preaches 

more eloquently t han t heir printed word. Their pr omoters, like 

the Mur phy family of Detroit, are pioneers in this Catholic 

enterprise, and they have to seek precedents as f a r back as 

t he first days of Christianity and the later u.l:l';lorldliness of 

s t. Francis. Horeovcr , they ha ve the direct enc our agement of 

t he Pope "Tho says in Quadragesimo Anno that t he best Apostles 

for the \v orkers are '.lork-folks t hemselves, and presumably t hose 

of whatever class who elect to live the \<forkers t life . Catholic 

Hovements "Hill spread and tha t in every great city, \-1here com­

munism finds its easiest dupes, Catholics n~y bocome l aboring­

f olk to make better knOim the Church's remedies for social 

evils, and to shOi</ that pr actical IIcoI!lpassi on f or the multitude" 

... >1h i ch filled the Divine Heart of thei~ Leader. lIl 

The intricate causes of pover t y are deepl~r rooted in our 

history. If this poverty is to be removed or aided, sensible 

1 Sarah S. APpleton, I.h.!l Ca thol:1,c i,iorker, Vol. 3, No.3, 
Jubilee, (July, 1955), p. 32. 

; ... 



r emedial measures must be appli cato tho se causes . Harry 

Caudil l i n an art icle published in The Pr,l~ Mls,Qziqa, traces 

pover t y f r om the 'pr imary stages of our countr y ' s development . 

't>li t h t his infor mation o.s a backgr ound i t 1s a.n .easy deduction 

t o realize the necessit y of formulating plans for America ' s 

need s. 2 

38 

'" 

lt~rom t he days of t be Ravoluti on, the fronti er advanced a t 

a very r ap1dspeed aoross tho ·Continent all t he 1.,,113:1 to t he Pacific 

Coast . an tho great sa.ge , Thomas Jeff er son , could not foresee 

t he subjugation of t he frontier . He antioipat ed and s pecul ated 

t hat t his development Houl d r eqUire five hundred years; it took 

onl y a l ittle more than t hree quarters or a century . The na tion 

opened i ts doors to t ho a.mbi t i ous and t he QOvmtr ood('Jn of tho 

'lorl d and i nvited them t o j oi n in t he opening ot the now Conti­

aent, A rolling t i do of human1 t y 011 t he out er mos t fringes of 

tho ad Vancing c i vili za t i on oonsti t uted the cutting Gdgo of the 

west\1ard- mCiv lng s cyt he . These inclUded t he bac.Kv/oodsmen , the 

hunters and t he \>lande rers . 

Behind t his tido on t he Urougb and t urnhlQII border pro .. 

ceedC/o tEl populace of t<unporary t a.r me:rs . The y were sora teh 

f ar mer s wi thout a rea l a ttachment t o t oe l and. s t he f r onti er 

advanced t hey moved a l ong behind i t, building r ude cabins, 

clearing forests, plowing the earth. These t \4'O human waves 

ere thor oughly content i n their r-ough ba.ekltloods enVironmen t . 

a Hal'ry Caudi.l l , l.bs! m Ma«Azlne , (June , 1946). 

" .. ',.- ,. 



1'hey produced and lived in Q distinctive sUbeulture of thalli 

Oi.~lt; 

li'ol"tunately, 'behind tb~se W'a,\1e s of p1onae-l's flowed a 

t hird, the tarmers and tQ''lrnbuJlders who secured the continent 

and beg.an the proooss of transforming 1 ts r a''''' ra·SOUl"ces into 

usable weal tn. They commenced bu.ild1.hg the great povlernouse 

that is modern Americ'a .. , 
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~hus $lO'.·,ly the frontier vanished, life in Amer:iea re­

mained in l'ap1d flux. The instab11i t y engendered by t he constant 

dr a i ning of people into the western eXpal'lses, t he multiplication 

lof tOl.~m$ alldc'it1es, an(] the vast lMrKet 'Of eor n . timbers. hoes , 

whea t and minerals spawned til sot3ial erda%' that seethed \vi t h 

energy and purpos~tU1ne$s . This magnificent era in American 

life a f forded an immense ohallenge to all \1ho partioipated in 

1 t and brought a, g11 tt'Or1ng array ot .advantages to those lucky 

and I1Qaptable enough to pr ,of1 t f 'rom the op:portunl ties. A 

ma jority ot the America.ns smerged from the century- l ong soramble 

with a tail' garner ofwealth_3 

But at every .stage in t he e.ont1nental s~r.amb:le ther e 

were tront1ersmen and s-ora ten f .armers ;"ho failed t o t:ttainta.ln 

their :na tural pla.(}G in the 'Westward movement.. A scattering of 

poople from the f irst t v10 wa.v~s of humanity found themselVes 

engUlfed by the t hird . 

:3 Fot' more information on t his topio seet John Dos Pas sos , 
l)'2§P@¢tm .~ & wslaen W,, (NoW' Jel"sey, 1959). 



Out of t une \-lith the dominant society and culture 1I1h1oh 

rapidly coalesced about them, the 'Porderer and hj,$ scratch~ 

f a rming c ompani on v1<are umdl1il'1g or unable t o ad just to the 

exigencies of c ommercial f a rming or the i ndustrial purs uit . 
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This t hir d \1'.'lve, on t he ot her hand , brought a craving for 

schooling , for 1'oa6s , for c omfortable homes , f or well- or ganized 

counties and tavms . These vlera the persons from tho 01001' sta tes 

and from Europe . They -.dere '~!illing t o organize and develop 

America. after others had cleared the w11d0rness . The IIfragmented 

subctUture" fotmd it increasingly difficult t o assimila te vr:i. t h 

0 1' a ttach to the much more int rica.te and p.roductive cul ture of 

the all-inclusive t hird \'la ve !> 1+ 

HO"dever, \1hen the men and \-1 oman of the f irst two v.ta ves 

failed to j oin wi t tl al acri ty the dominant culture \>1hich surroun(led 

them, a \,11dening vaiCl appea r ed bo tlveen them and t heir more cul­

tured fr i end s . It \t1as ti10 gulf separating the boot{- lea rnod and 

t he 'Jforldly f rom the simple , the uru.ettGrod , and the tl..t'lcouth . 

Tragical l y , a s t ho domi nant cultu.re pulled itself up <OIl the 

\'1ea l th it croa ted , the heiTs of the marooned s tl.ooul t ure tondod 

to fall f ar t her behind t he:lr compatriots ~ Tho void betv!een thern 

wi dened because the home life and psychology of the subculture 

differed radically from t hose of the domillc~ntculture . this 

subculture \4ould porpe.tuate new poverty vlherever it is trans ­

mitted unti l assimila tion d;ra,ws its adherents :trit o the mainstream 

ot Amerioan life. 

~ y . ( (John A. HaMgood , Amer~ea ttl W,tstgrn Frgnt1,rs , 1-10\4' York , 
1967), pp. 129-200. 



A$o'cond factor t o be eons1de-red contribtlt~ing to tl1e 

current impoverishment of many ,million Al:itlricans was also bor~ ' 

on the frontier . The grea t land rush that sdou:red and 1;e,mod 
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the continent gave our ancestors a lmost unlimited na.tural ,-wa lth 

on eve·r:v hand . The, beautiful trees , the t ongh plains grasses, 

e.nd the abundant 'I:111dlite had to be QisposOd of before men could 

f arm or build 01 ties . l~en became prOfllgp.U!l resource vtastl'e,ls . 

'rhey burnt, sla·shed ~ plot·red a.nd then pro'cee(h~d on. They 'built, 

tore davin and rebuilt .. and in the process a eo:ntinent's !n tura.1 

\yealth vIas used Up at a ~·ta.ntan pace. Vast stretches of beautiful 

1oJ11derness were transformed into eroded wastelanOs.. Mines and 

mills, hurriedly Astablished , polluted streams and l'eparian 

lands . Broad areas \>th10b Nature never intended for the plOl.1 

were brol{(~n . The result vras ,dee e;{panses of poor, flood-l~ished 

land . Poor l.."1.nd ean support people but as the soil fell L"lto 

decline , the inhabitants \,rere red uced to a sub$-1stence a 8:rucul ... 

turo . lth the1'r houses \"leathered \oJithout paint, it \<fas rel a tively 

easy tor tho cancer of poverty to eat away from t he countryside 

into the t01:ln. 5' 

Tne third historic f actor to lea.ve us an iinP1.nse lega.cy 

of dest! tut10n "<las slavery. Until t helr ernancipationt it VJas 

a cr:ur1e to teach sla vas to read . Since APpomattox , nov1ever , the 

Southern s t ates had made only a to!:ten effort to educate the, black 

sector of the populace, and a leVi constit utional ~enclme.:nts were 

aimed a.t providing t he· Negroes with a better 11te. Wbile in . 

, Ernes t s. Osgood , The ~ . .Q!. thQ q!-'ttlom,l'h 
(Minnea.polis ., 1929), is n gOod souree book. 
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those days, (as nOVl) American statesmen and industrialists pro--

claimed thevlrtuo.s of solt ... relia.n t bar(Uhood, meekness and .. 
submission were :required of the pe.rcentage of people i n the 

eountl'Y with black sk.ins . Deprived of decent s chools Py la\11 ana 

custom, forbldd.ento a·ssocia. te with society ' s educated elite, 

kept poor as a matter of 111.concealed public poliey, ifnpoVGl'ish. 

mont became all but un1Vo,r ·sa l among NegrQe.S. On tilQ la~ they 

ware held to, 01' benaath , t he standards of baokwoods remnant. In 

the city tJghettoes tt they buddled \-lith the paupe-rize:d i mmi grants 

and those of their children for whom lite held rnore rags th..w 

riches . 

Finally, a fourth i mportant h,istor1e Sf)Ul"ce of povQrty lies 

in t he. huddled .millions yearning to live in t:teElAme1'1cn. rQ tho 

enterprising bas1nossman, Europe and Asia we,e regarded as in­

exhaustlble $ourCCU'l of cheap labor~ W'hen the gap bet1..reen the 

suppl y of l a'b.oJ" and tne i'ltL"Iilber or job.sb$san to widen fer any 

reaso~ - m11ital'Y eons¢i"1ption. westward migration, o~ ecan0l!l1.c 

boom - . legions of new workers '!tlare reeru1 tedtrom abrQad . These 

penniless new eitiz·ens '1:lere h¢ld to low wages by the mul t1tUdes 

who pl'.essed in upon t hem. The ola.ssic American sucoeS$ $tOl"Y 

reveals the tale of an 1mmigrant who by selt-denial and endless 

toil reached the top. Less 1s heard about tboseof his tdneen 

who clustered in slums 1n the beginning and never succeeded in 

esoaping tranthem. Nor have sufficient ga;ins been made to 

narrO\'I tho gap between the s.qua.lor of tbe .slums and thege:neral 

affluenoe . Todayslurns are demo11shso. to make \-lay tor $ubsi­

di~ed public housing oente.l's. but their inhabitants have little 

in oommon ",it}) wb,1te-eollar SUburbia. 

~ ~~" ... 
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Although inmigrant s hi ps no longer disc hargo S'IJIar ms of 

jobseckors on Ellis Island, tbe quickening tempo of the Scientlfic 

Revolution spavTl1S machines and computers f a r dead lier to the 

slumholder's job security. Thus in his a s phal t jungle or Vli t hin 

the paper-thi n vralls of his apartment, the uneduca ted or under­

ed ucated European peasant cr~lds in upon the displaced Negroes 

and upon the whi tos from the ba ck\·!ood s and increasingly competes 

vlith them for jobs of diminishing utility.6 

So far efforts t o a lleviate or to abolisp historic or 

transmitted poverty in the Uni ted States have f a iled primarily 

because they have been palliatives aimed at romoving symptoms 

rather than curing the dee ply rooted causes. Vie toar dQ'l;m old, 

congested, t umbledown buildings and r epl a ce them \'-li th ne\'1 struc­

tures, Ol:lly to flnd new slums s prouting e18m'There and distres s ingly, 

the public housing centers f a ll into decay. To ge t a t this tap 

root of poverty is no ea sy accomplishment. To assimilate tho 

grea t subculture of his toric and transmitted poverty into tho 

main body of American l ife has been the t a sk of the Hur phy f amil­

for t he past throe decad es. 

Re-echoing Peter lvl'aurin I s philosophy in Detroit, Lou 

Murphy is very :nuch an apostle to t be vTorld today, no t only to 

t he poor. Lilte Pe t er , he is a prophet \-1ith a social message 

and he Hants to rea c h t he people vrith it. This involves the 

necessity of embr acing volunta r y pov erty - to strip oneself, 

and so live the work of mercy. To break the dark recesses of 

6 Baldwyn Jones, American I lllr.J.igra tion, (Chicago , 1960), 
gives an excellent general survey. 
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i gnoranco and indii'ferentism so a s to reach the man i n the street 

'the Ca tholic Worker must go t o the stroot . "To rea ch the '.·rork~rs , 

~·ou I:1Ust betiin to study a philosophy of laboi"~ and t ake up rnanual 

labor , useful l<:lbor , instead of\lrhi te colla r work . To be the 

least , to be t ho wOl'lcer , to be poor , to t ake the lOivest pl ace 

and thus be t he spark t.,h1ch ,-rDul<:1 set afire the love of men 

t o-,vards each other and to be Ood . n? ThtlS , Dorothy Day, thE) co-

f ounder mphasizos the paradox, for St. Thomas Aquinas said ••• 

If t hat a certai n amount of goods are necossary t o lead fI. good ]'11'e ,'" 

ana \'18 (the Catholic Horkers) a re always t alking about vol unt ary 

poverty. 8 Karl Adams . too , stat es a pat'allel Jdea. whon he re­

marked that inspiring sol:'mons are inad E)quate for any concrete 

resUl t . E:ven t he grail tel" SOC i al organiza tions or the devot;od 

lnbors of cl.">.ari table socie t ies a r e no long.er s ufficient. 9 

"'hen then 1s voltUltnry poverty such a key note in the 

..,e curitY-!lind ~d age in \1111 cb '.re live Has not the Progressi va 

Bra in ;".mel'lean histor~l' been heralded as the a t tempt to elminat e 

tho poor , make the good things of life nvai lal)le t o a ll , eiva to 

0.11 a share in t he b1essines of God'? Pope Paul VI has o,lso 

reoognized the pr oblem of the poor 8,m engenders Ilea tholic \vorksl' 

r:i.ncipl cs (1 i n his E.l'lcyc1ical~v """"J.b'$"'" ..... v .... 4' ''' R ...... ·J - .. 
lie descl'j.bes 

the poverty Encyclical as "a cry of anguish" on behalf of t he 

multitudes "rho go t o bed hun!il"yevel'Y nigbt, The Uol y Fathar 

7 Dorot hy DaY, li~he s candal of the '~lork~ of Hercy, It 
QQ.l!YnQnvr9&1, 51 ( ~rovember 4, 1949), p. 99. 

8 Hot Hit hout; 'reats, p. 217. 

9 Dorothy Pay, MOUM £t Hos P3=tgld,ty, p. 73. 

~ 
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otfersan excellent Pltogral'll which incl.udes the folloi!!ing ~ The 

~ejGe,tlon or t he' lodes. that privat& prope1rty and free eoounerce .' 

are a'bs-olute tights. It said instea.d that help for thoSQ wbo 

laok basic .needs mus·t , oome first . Po~ Paul al.so rejected un­

limited oapitalism as a I1woeful system'· tbat sees P1"'oi'1t a s a 

key t oaoonomie progress . 10 Perhaps the tempo of the Pope ' s 

poVel'tyenoyC1.1cal 1s refleoted best by thf) SpanIsh ,Pl"*late who 

sala; tilt \1111 rl;ClW' be l 'El !SS easy to regard the' faith as an easy 

armeha1r. ull 

Voluntary poverty requires a de-ols1on only if t hojIe Who 

have a vocat1,on to suoh ,york., whQ c&n best use their talents i n 

such \tlork , ¥tho oan 'best d1spen$-$ theiF splr1tual g1ft.a tilere . 

the 1mpo.rtant ·consideration, h(;X;tsver. i$, tblS: no ma tteX' what 

form of apostolat& one ehOQseSf be must cho-ose it bJ):oausG of his 

vocation. The s pir1t ot poverty leaves IIlah t ';roae : wu Mu:'phy 

with t l:tiS tl'eedottl of spirit as his pel",ogativ.e , has 1nittate~ a. 

Variety ot p.rograln$ to allevIate the poor ... in the eoup 11ne Qt , 

tl1e St .. Ft-anc1s }!OUSG; in the mi grant f'aJI1111e& whoseak shel tar 

4, 

i n, St . Martha fa nouse; in t he spiritual cOlil.ft>l"t der1~odtrotn 

Marybl"ook Ret rtllat Rous-o; or in the Pl'=Oduee g'l'CJ\i(n 00 St . Be.nediet ' s 

Farm 1nSouthLyohS. Those eourageou$ souls who decide to wo.rk 

out thelr vocation in some specialized Oatho11(! Aotion work 

,.,hioh usually gives holy-poverty her home among the poor and 

the 11eedy area heartening $ign 1n this materialistie world. 

10 'rvlhat Pope Paul Vl Calls For in 1115 ' Cry ot AngUisb ' 
~~ r.ver t:y P:roblenJ~" fhfl N"ta,plJil Qll3Blll@£ t ('April 3. 1967) t 

11 Ibla . 

,":,':' 



They have gone the precept of poverty ... s p11'1 tual dEiltaehment 

from PO$s.osslons - one, better . In . aeeeptlngvoltmtal'f poverty 

~ 

.. 
in their apos tolio life . t hey f 'ollO'I the mored1ffi cult eounsel 

of pove,:rty, n'S.1'!1ely, th(!) ~ctual gi~1ng up o.f all extel'.to~ &00 

rna tarial t hings . Our Lord only '¢oU11selled thiS!! 'We 'Were t o be 

perfect. 

thO' story o.f the rich young man indicates the cla l'ltV of 

volunt&:t"Y p-overty. l1the·n the ri~'h YOliln,g man .... a go-od practicing 

Christian, aslUtd Qur Lor'd' i'ihat he must do to be pe.l'tect , Our Lord 

first enumerated the' commandments, wh1,oh mU$t .~ Obsel'ved t'O gain 

ete~nal lits ~ 'This much tbe young man bad been doing . But if 

he \\Tould .~ ~l'rect, Cbr'1st told him to Itgo sell whatevor thou 

hast and givCt to thep'oor, and thou $h801t have tr~a.sure in 

heaven, arid come tollow mo . .. 12 We: all know that the rich yo\Ulg 

man, sat"stied '''ith the 111n1mum. '<11th the pree~pts , turned' and 

walked at.fay. c.t'h1s waS his pl'lv11ege tOl" the eounsels are .not 

necessary fo~ salvation. 

Nonetheless t those -who aoee-pt t his adVice as 'dell a$ the 

prec·ept, tho$o \'Iho live a l1.te ot voluntary pcvertY$"those 

who sell. everyth:Lng to follWCl1r1st ··13 a$ d1(l tne ~pbY family, 

a.re fa. rich ~ple in the wo~ld today. !h"y k"ep the Ohri$tlan 

i(Jeal of poverty alive: in the wo.rld that W'oul.d: otherwtse o;pet'ate 

solely by material stand.ards . In simplo testtnu~hY" they remind 

man of a h1gh,r lite to whieb h. t oo ¢.aba$pl~e. . !hey .keap the 

12 Ma t thew 19: 16- 22 "The J)anger ot lucnosu :r:ew American 
Ca..t hol10 Edition .. 1la .~ .. 1+blS) .• Benzig.er Brothers , Ina. 
(New Yor k), ,PI'. ~2. 

13 lb14 .. p.. 22·. 
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sp1ri t. of the Qospel, the dYM.tll1,sl\'j ot Ohr1st l S own l:i,fc , vibrant 

in til "/o1'1d drifting tartr-om o~ig~nal Cbristi.an prin<':lp.les. • 

They call men back to a 11!~ of Christ £'01' they hear- His ,.f.ords. 

til ' '''.111 arise, and will go about the eity. In the streets and 

the broad ways X \11111 Se$K Hi m ",hom my solU lovethtl nnd indeed 

hera is whe'l':O you find Hi m, in the :pEIl"'s'Onof Hi .s Pool' . 14 

In t1_s 0.1' tli'oablEl, the poor 1n sp1l"'1t rema.,m steadY. 

'lthey are not l'lumbe~d among the' suiCide's \lhenthi3st~k .roa.rk~ts 

fall , 'uhen ma:ta:dal structures c,rumble, whon sacl.'1t1ee is enforced 

by cond1t1ons of th~ t .iltlli!$ . Insteath tbe.y alone a.re tae planners . 

the giants ot peace, the leaders of net" structures to replac.e the 

Old.. On tbatrceurage " their steadtastn4tSs" theil" alt1oststol0 

$-$11S0 ,of ,sulteriflg and ott'el'tn!h t he new Christian Qrder \fItll 

be bull t .' Llk., Fatner U\ssima" in 1b1 k .qtUtl Ii~M'" tho 

Cathollc tlorker 1$ cogn1~an.t tbat "have :tn P1"a~tlce isa ha.l"sn 

and dl'ead,tulthing, eom~r-ed to l.ov& In dreams, It reAches 

<1CMn , and lik~ the sword of' the s pirit, 1.t r(u~chEls Qwn to the 
-

'Very rna.rrow ot our bones. 5ut to r~\l'oe1ve eba.1'1 ty and t.o g'i\i~ 

1t, 1$ to ~raot1r:G loving. \'#e are aooo:unted \.,~,rthV tosuttOl' 

for Ohl'lst1n th:1~d~ad struggle to lQal'n loving. nl; 

Anetbe.r .tae(!t pf the Catho11¢ \'1ol'ke:r ana ene, of oontrQvel'.,.. 

$ial oPinion in th1:J a. tomi,c era 1s paelt1G. On the' eecasl.on ot 

t he twe.ntieth ann1versa~ of the. Catholic Wor.ker 1n~t%"o1tt 

Dorothy Day was in te~'Vtew:eda t st. ~rt.ha ' $ }toas'(\) on this top!.c. 

1'" t'lorothy Day, :UpuQe, !It..Hpmal;lw, p. 62. 

15 Not it.thoMt l:~!lX:I:. p. m . 

" .I~.:.: 



t-1i.s$ Day indica t ed in her anS\'r-er .". 

1/ .... t his whole :1.de:a of ;p'<.lC j,.fisra s tearlls, of 
c:our,se'l from man's f 'r, ~e , w;ll # ,h1& f!,'eed om, . his: 
f ree lovoof God , and it lS b~caUsa ~le 'belJ.eve 
so 'a.bsol utely that "'fa are not gGi,ng to ehange, 
tile ,1doologiGS of o t hEH,'S by force . 

We are nQt ~o1ng to overc orlC the t3nemy by gr.ea t 
am1es , 'by" nucl.ealt" 'W~apons . ' \>1.a#$ not going to 
'be able to b!"1tig O-bout justiee by suc,h t hings as 
guided m1s,s11es, urping outwbole '0.1 ties by 
ob,li t(i)l'a. tion. bombi ng or $uch actions as drop,~1ng 
the a tom1e hambon Nagasaki and H1rGsltttna. 
Tbe,sa aI'S eVidences of' the use of forc!!} i n a 
gigantic wa:y and it VIlaS< neVQ1! Christ's way. 
Christ ' s way \-las one ot l ayir-.g OOl,';n His lir~ 
tor His brotnel'" anc) ot, "ov'Grpowe'1"lng love t;·hat 
overOWl@ all ha.tred ~ 1116 
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Ii person who lived the pactfism of the Cathol i c \tlorker i n t he 

13thoElntu~y VIas t he patron of the Catholic \0101"11;(11' House 1 

Detl,'oit .. St~ I"l'ancis . As he s~t out and f aced the Sultan 1>1ith. 

peace and love i n hi~ hea rt '~lh;tle the Cru$a.ders 'liTera using at'me 

indica. 'Cos tha't tie must begin our selves t.o r adia. t a t ho peace ",te 

"'lish others t.O possess . The close un;i'~y of the ';lorks of l:ler cy 

and pacif'1sm indicate the inter- relation of Catholic ~lo:rker 

ideals . 17 '1'hs Ct~ i stian, the follO\>l$r of Chri st, believ'es .in 

teeoiTl..g the, bungry, t;he war pbilosophY belieVes in t he seorehe(l 

earth policy, ,starving t:)ut people by boycott 01' embargoS'. 

\ihe r e 'We believe the pr1nei !~al of $ho1 tE'n:~ing t he homelesSt it 

dest~oys whole ci ties.18 Dorothy Day also brings the pacifist 

Position to .a oloser proxin'J. tyat~d problem .. th~ are~ o£ ra.ce. 

, 16 DorQthl Day, U PacltiSlll and PeX'eoWls111. tfFia6PQ.;> 
Thj Un:tY2l';iliZ st )Rett9i,t, 2'9N!ter;Lt" VOl. a,. No . ,1f~ all 1957, 

" 2~ ." . , ',. P. , . 

17 Ibid., 1'. 27" 
18 T'hb';JA' ',' P '>0," " 

~., . • '''"7· 
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We beUeve in passive solutions t 'o t his pressing usoreu i n our 

country . Likm-lise, ws shoUlc3 be working towal".a the passive 

solution of world problems and t hat can be ostablished by a. 

tl"eIlleM cus inorp..aSG in the works of tnE)l'cy and our Si9ll$G of 

responS)1~:tl1 ty. 

.. 

Po.ssibly" Pope Pius XI axprasses the, un1t y of voluntary 

pov'erty am pacifism when he say~n 

11Th., ¢1"'isis, we a·~· ~x.Perioncing 1$ uni.qtlt :tn 
history. It is a. neW' ,,,orld that must burst out 
ot Q er~ible in whioh ntany dltf'ctl'oXltene:rg1ee 
are \)o11!lng • Let U$ thallk God' that He makes: US 
live among the P~esent .prahlGtne. It is no longer­
P0l"m'1 t :te4tQ iUlY\'>lW to be me~ 1oC1"e . 

EV'Oi"Y'one ha.$ the 1mpeX'ati:ve dut y tQremember 
that he· bas a mission to fulfill. Tbat of doing 
the :l.mpo$s1ble each within the liimitsot' his 
activity, to bring the world back to Christ . 
Only' b7 llavtng r Q,cUQals of the. right will 
catholics have the. dynam;1sm to 'withstand tne 
radicals of' t he left and to con.q:ue» the '<forld 
tot" Christ ... 41'1:9 

hen Peter Maur in talked about tb~ necees1 ty of pr ac'tiQing 

tha WOrks of Mercy , h. me-ant both the. sp:1.r1tUal and corporal. 

He env1,sionea bouses of' nO$pltaI1 t1 1tl POOl" pal'd .. shes i n overy 

city of t he CQuntry where these preceptsot OUJ' Lord could be 

PUt intoetfectii The DetrOit House ofBQs.pltal1ty Vlork.s thr oUgh 

these ohannels to reach the ntan en the st~et tf,"he:reCbr1stia.n1 ty 

i tselt may bo Q$.ign of contt"~d1et1on . n20 The W'o:rks 01 ~te'rey 
are. also a wol'ltlertUl stimulus to tbe growt h in ta1thas well 

19 MarybJ'ook Retl'eat Ho'Ut3ellrochut'e. 

, ao Dorothy . Da:,r , ftThe SCMdal of t 'b$ ~torks of Mel1CY1 n. 
~,mmoPMJ.* , ;l,(Now,mbel": 4 , 191+9) 1 pp. '99 ... 102. 



as in lov,e. It is thl~Cug h thtH:\1 tba t the f a.i th is taxed t o the 

utmost an<'lGo gr-m:s througb thfl st:rain upon i't. l'\osist:l:ng th~: 

¢om.merclalisrn of nos,pi tali ty i tselt in £indi ,ng t::ays for indi ... 

Viduals to pe1'fOl'tn acts of mercy" the \1orl~ar !40vGlment ont.bla$ 

the Pl'actlc-e of t heproaepts of' lov~ \11thout any difficulty, 

r.o 

The corpOl'a,l 'oJorks of Metcy IU'$ mere "stepping stenO's'" t() 

the fulfillment of the spil'1tual works . Could Lou ravo don(J the 

oy:nand,Q \.f,ol'!t of 1l1ove for on@ ' ~ broth,er'1 ·~f.lthsome of h1s Skid 

Row friends if t heir 'bodily :r~eils \vore not teuda4 f1rs,1)'? Our 

mat0t1a.listle age ha$ a fertile f101d u,,,he1"e povetty stalks 

the street and the ldol of Mammon dlsinnel"'1ts millions and keeps 

them in pe.rmanEmt serv1t ude .41t21 The tithe of time ,",,"no the under. 

sta,ndlng givon. are mOl.~e than money or material gifts to tho poor. 

The Illurpby family 11k os to rola'to, instances t-ihen t he 

House of llo9Pltality i8 remompel'ed j.n later years by benof.ie ... , 

lar1ee of their ~lol'ks of t.fcrcy . 

II OneChrist~s, ft he sa1d , tllr1e war-a low on funds 
and bad no idea where the- ho1.1daymeal \<las exomlng 
from.. Thon I got a letter from a romer ,SoU 
line math Hadn ' t neal'tl t romhim fQ'I tt'10 yea.rs . 
Exl:e.l o.,sed No.s, a cheG~ fOl' $100. 1,2'2 

tlAnotheJ' tj,me, a seminarian ca,ll1e to see me .and 
tell me heQ\vad a debt ot gr a t i tude to the 1f1 tchen. 
It seems the. t his tattler' had a dl'inl't.ing problem 
s ome ye.all"s be t ore: , le1't the family and w:a.:$ ~ tot.' 
a while , Ii!. ' regular" in OUl" ,soup line . 'J!h.en he 
$tl"a1snt.neCl Qut, go t a job and. returned tQ hi s 
famtly . The boy thou$ht tho . belp1n~ hand from 
St . Franl)$.s Hous-e wa$ a big fa-Oil or , ",23 

21 DQr:othy Day" f!SiY§! .Rl. Uosp}t!lJ.lt;z, (New Iorlt; 1939) ., 
p. 73 . 

22 Joh.."1 Fl'anois , Jtsamarj.tan of the Soup K:ttc:nen, tl ,1lli 
Csrt;nolJ.,e ~_!h Vo}, . L"OeVII , No. 4 , ( i\pr :1l 1963) ~ p , 37. 

231.W. 



Tile corporal Works .of Merey \>Ii th tM1~ vast expanse of 

pOEH~ibilitie$for God ' s hand1wo:rk, bring wOl'kers and scholars " 

togethl3r . !here.t'ore" bosides helping thes:e "" 

"OUtside tho rain pours dO"dtl :tn sheets but it 
is Warm. Men stood til our aoftee line this 
moming 111u~ dr'lpp1ng pedostals , but at least 
they \>tore not ,s!:mdde:ring wi th the e~6 as tbey 
bave beetl so many .Illomings, lately. ' 

51 

'The spiritual s1dol$ mol"~ ro:t.'1arding . 'LtJu ~phyonce l'oea,1ved 

a ph()ne ea11 from the pastor 01 St. Al,oys,lusChurch in tlownt0\1n 

Detr'oit . 

If Father \vanted to know it we hadtwe.lVe men who 
eQulq participate :in the 1Jashin:g-ot .. the-1'cet cere .. 
tnony. 'rhe r1en \ti~re 'Vory he,slta,nt about going . It 

lITbey finally agreed , so WG vnmt toChureh and 
took cur p.lace 1n the pm-ts a t the proper time in 
thesel'V1oe, Father and t~e a1ter boys eaIlle to 
oUt' pews; esoO'l"ted US to the alter and pe.rformed 
the ceremony. You could to,ll that the men were 
glad they came _ Th~y left the Chureh wi tb tneir 
ohi.ns a bit higlier and theit' ene$tsout a blt"u25 

ifhare 1s no l1m.1t. no except10n to Lou t s l'ed1stl'ibutioll of the 

world I S goods ., 11e has l'le'V(lr drawn a oolo~ line, at his soup 

k1tcben,t'lol" 1s tbE) question of onot s r~1181Qn a ba~r1e!t to aid . 

&eb man gets as mU4b as he wants to eat ~ subjeot to limitations 

only when the line. 1$ exeeed:mgly long ol'the tood supply short. 

The mein in th$ lin., know that they can depend on, the 

genoros.! ty of Lou 111 lite and death .. , "To 'buJ:'y t he d$ad t 1126 is 

nor' forgotten if deathoom$'$ t>lhUe they are at th~ Catho11c 

24 l>oroth1 Day, 19y.s§ .Qt U9SJi1¥.1:~tt (NeWt York" 1939), 
P. a36. 

2' John Pranc1s1_~.:.~r1 tan of the Soup Itt tenen," lba 
9;itbo11g lan!IM, Vol . ~J\vII" No. 4, (Apr!.l, 196.:n , pp. 37-38. 

26 '. ." , St. Matth~, 2" 

•• I~_ • • ;. 
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\'lorkers" st . Francis HOQse . The sWf \'1:1.11 go right on nelping 

thon. 'l'he house has bl..'U"iod about fifty mel1 since :tts establ1s..h-

Ment . 

SOfletiflo s a man is buriod 01l:1y as rtRad n oruCharlia, " 

'because all that is lWOfIU about him is I1j.s nickname . But it is 

alv/.ays a burial "dth dignity ... often precedeQ by a v.laka at st . 

Francis nouse . Hr. Nurptly has indicatod that the waJ:os havo a 

profound ixu'luence 011 the others at tho House , often leading 

them to devout proparation f o:.' the day vlhen they mus t meet their 

Haltor. 

Lou aurphy \1111 also notify relatives of thE; deceased 

vJhen he knOW's of any.. Often ".men in t he 11,na" daposi t personal 

papors in Nurphy ' s caro so he '..till kn O\tl whom to notify at their 

time of death. 27 

lOu is not startl ed e"Jly morn \vnel1 rela ti Vas react to news 

ot a deat.h t,,j'i-tb sentimonts likel 

tlThanlt ne<lv~m, he ' s not going t o 'be any further 
embarl'aesment to tbe tan11-1y ln 

HoweVel:". tofUrphy admits that ne was partlQUlarly upset when a 

relative made such a oommentoonoertdng a man who had developed 

into One ot tou i S best a.1des and 1-taS serving the soup I1ne when 

he fell dead . 

ttHow could a rlillative talk that way atter this 
man died i n tho Cbrist-liko .ro1eaot f ood1ng the 
hU!lgry?tI asks a bewUdered LoU. 2 

- '5 , ;Ii; , 

2:1 John Francis, I'Samar1tan; or the Soup la.tchen ," lSI 
Oatholic Layman, Vol. LXXVII, No. lt1 (APril, 1903), p. 38. 

28 Ibid. 

':,.-
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Therefore, to meet the Murphy family is to see the two 

v1 t al principles of the 'Oatholic Vlorkor become a oytla,mic foree. 

The WorKS at Mercy .. the pivot of the true 1'o11Ot"er of Christ 

is 'their basis to assist the men who line t he streets near St. 

Francis House . Peter Mauri11 t s idea which t hey 1ncorporat~ so 

well was to teed the poor,. clothe the .naked, shelter the homeless 

at a personal sae,ri:tloe ~ Peter Maurin 'W'ould sa.yt n1hat means we 

are not going t o expect things to be as 'AG think they oUght to be , 

the 'ltay they are at home. He said that pagans ':latching the 

CMr,i t y and mut ual aid be tween the early Christians used to say: 

"Seo how th.,y love eaoh other ,1I but now b$ say~ , looking a t our 

differenoes and OUl' organ1zations to t ake ove;r our responsibility 

for the poor, they-say: 11See how they paas. the bUck. II \<lha.t we 

want to ,ero in t he house is t o restore the right 'Itay of loolting 

at t hings and Sho'.{oul' love by the 'W'ay 1.4'e live and what '!Ie do . .. 29 

s t. Francis W'orksr House fulfills t hat need for charity 

and goes one .step farther . They Vie'll those mon as Christ ' s POOl'. 

He was one of t hem. Be waS a man like other men , and He choso 

Hi s friends among,s.t the ordinary workers.. As Dorothy nay says: 

"f'hese men feel that have been be tray-sd by Ohr1st1ani ty. Hen. 

a re not Christian today. If they were , t his 'sight would not 

be Possible. Far dearer tn t heslght of God ;p$'rhaps are these 

hungry raggo.aones, than al l those smug , \I.II- ted ChI'latia.-ns \.fbo 

sit ;in theil" homes. "30 

. 29 Helen Cal dwell Day, 1fo'Y vlttoou£4eari, (Ne'.ll York, 
19$4), p. f32 .• 

XIII . 
30 Dorothy Day, Hoqsg gt R2sp'ta11~¥, ( Na~ York , 1939), 

., 
; 'i' 



The spirit of the Works 01 Mercy does not degrade one , 

hOWeV91', the Cf>llt:ra r 'y is true . *1'he POOl', downcast find a flew ..-

111'43, a ray of hope, and a renewed faith in their t'elltMmah. 

S4 

Same slO\dy cane alJaked tl."orn t he dredges of sin and f~'el them­

$~lves useful. creatures or Geld . To~"t'u,tt qU$stions of encO-urag. 

ing laziness and shlftle-s sMss, Peter 14aurin would say uthat we 

mU.st 'rnakotbe kind or soe1ety 1n whiah it 1s Efa.sle~ tal." people. 

to 'be aood. "ll Abbe :tugan onoe remarked tha t theN~ ,are ee,rtain 

cond1tions of vork. of lodg1ng and nour1shment, belm;1 which no 

sort ot life for the spirit cart ~ possible. the cchoes of 

Antoine Frede-ric OZanamc,ometo mind, 'IOhal'ity should never look 

behind but alwaY$ ahead , because the numbers ot her past deeds is 

alw8;Y'$ small. W'l'itl'eas the present and ruttU:'e mtser1es whieh .she 

mustS,QlaCearb inf1n1 te . 1l32 r-eatf11"m t.he chal'aqtel' 01 st . 
Francis House. 

2·0 g1vEi this. aid to the neetl, in Det'1"oi t ba.$ been close 

to thG b$art ot 141'. ~rurphf as it has been tor ].)orothy 1;).,:ay in 

New York . Her spirit in the Ca tholic 'Jlorker has .openao th.e 

porta.ls Qf the CatholiC Heart for ' America to s~e the Ohurch in 

a neWi l ight. The Works -of MerQY a~ againrega1n1ng, $.0 to speak. 

the dm-ension they held in the e&~11 Chrlst1an lite.. fhe· Ca thol:tc 

Worker in Detroit has beeom$ a: 'beacon trihes-Gin it baa taughtahd 

tben aoted the "ChrlstiB.l'1 l\evolut1bfl'fI of' the WONS of me'rey , 

refusing to adapt to the more prUdent counsels in the oomfortable 

19~), 

p.54. 

31 Hel~n ~ldwoll Day .• ~ \li,ttboijt:t§9!'S, (N~" York , 
pp. 217 ... 218. 

32 DorothY DaY,JlSUii@ st.U£>!Ul~t" •• $Y, (New YOrk, 1939) ., 

,,1;_,.:' 
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pattet'l'lS of the exlstingorder . t'lIt has bQcm consistently 

' foolish" 1n the sense ot st. Paul ' s t fooli$hne~s t ••• 1n ord(}r .to 

contO'llPd the 'Wise~'1 It WQ$ a lesson more l.Ul1vel'sal th.an any 

ideology: the le,$sane!' Christ:Lan freedom of the \\forks of mercy, 

of St. Paul ' S' t 'oolishness .33 To change the whole so:ej.al order 

so that the woms of mercy '\rl111 be, needed , e'very-one must fil"st , 

beeo~ l'-fiSponsi'ble t ane'1,ghbor ... -tha.t 1S1 tl'tllyChr:ts,tian, 

}~.anwh11e , the CatholiC: Worker labol's "d. th no, d1VWe oompultlion 

to °eanvertft the 'down and put, to reaS s1rl11 late him 1ntothe 

elect !Society from whioh he "las a1.14llateda~ largely cut otf . 

1'hey feel no eonV1~tion that they are "hel'C>esu in the v/o1'1£s of 

m1irey, ubring1ng Christ to the Bower,. On the, eontJ'a1"Y, the 

Bc)liteTY br1J)g$ Chl'li1!t t() them. ~,34 thls, t6&ntl1'1eatlonof them­

selves witb the, poor and oppressed .... in vhorn Christians have 

traditionally seen Christ Mmseltex,Plains much Qf th.,ir tech .. 

nlques (or lack of teohniques) atld tltost of their doctrines. 3) 

Thus ~ the e:n«UI 1ty rr.anltested by tne CatholiC Woi'ker 

Movement 1s roany a step an.a.d '0£' t11ne~ Toward the end of· the 

1'11:+6t$e8810n .of V~t1QaJl 1,1 ( :Octob$~ 6. 1.962),Cl1acomo Oa,1"d1nal 

LfJreano. Al"Ohb1:sb:op of Bologna ; askri that eare at'ld the evangeli­

za t10n of the poot- 'be a permartent d1me1l$,1on ,of all th,e conoillar' 

effotts. 

p. 89. 
33 ftCathelia W-orket-;tt ,_omf"l,t tVIII (MaY' 1, 1953) , 

. 3'" Ed W1l10ck, kA~bol.lg Bad1gp,:11uh 
P. 631 , 

j8. (Ootober 2, 19,) , 

) ; llad,. f P. 632 • 

.. ' ..... 



~,,\i$ shall not sa. t1sfy 01..U' task nQr respond to 
the insp1l'a t1cn of God and theexpec t a tionot 
men if W'~ 0 '0 not make tp.a My~terY' of Cbr 1st in 
tbe pcorand tbe eVange11za. tiQh ,tho eenter' and 
tn. e .so.ul of th.e . doctrine and leg1s.la tive \<!ot'k. 
of the Qt)U:nc11. '''36 

,6 

" 

This fMrk or' attribute has long 'b:$en the tQ$k of Mr . Murphy 

in 8t , Francis Home. 

The $eeond 1nt'0gral taetol' i n the lite of a catholic. 

\1orkel" 1s vQltmtary WVerty. ~b1'$ spirit doe~ not $oorn any­

thing " !lOP does it (:ast anything ~side \'11 ttl <ii"gust. It 1$ an 

inter'lor ltber'tY'9 It lathe dis.pos1tionol' will wbich 110$5 not 

monopolize to!) 'lts;Qlf the goods g1vt'Jtl by God to m:en. It is a 

detachmellt of hea.rt. Fo).'J '$~rs the Mul"pnyS haye ,8xPE)rieMed 

that poverty liberates Vision, S'ye:$ ·Qre t11$tl opelled when the 

~ar6S of~l1tu'sb1p do not p;r.ess 'Upon th~m_ Pove~ty liberates 

theit" heart. the POOl? OM lov. everytb1fig S the.1r heart 1:& not 

attached. :Pov6rty lihe'htes courage·: tbe.p:o(),It have a.~l the1.l'· 

strength aVailable, tb,y CCln hurl it tOl;"Watd ,. follow:1,ng in thei%' 

'J1aetl1ur' s footsteps, the Oatho11c- Wo~ker ~e¢jt6ates till!" wo~s of 

tbe ProPhet 1$4\1&h: 

{t'!be ;,p1ri t ot thE! :u"rd 41 •• Qa$ se'nt mQ to take 
thfa' good neW's to th~ poor.. to' e.nnounee d~11ve-rande 
to the ¢a.pt1v~s . aM the 1'$sto:r~t1o:n or sight to 
the bl:tnd. to give liberty to 'the oppressed . u 37 

TrUly the $piri t of thE! patl'on of st. Francis House makes 

Mr. f,fu.rphy another Foverello ... ella ~lith a .heal't inflamed l.fho will 

$~el( and love povert.y in the Sldt3 Row 'bum~ who \1111 trod daily 

. 36 Most Reveren. d .L.on .Arthur Eleh1ng·elo"t .. A g~g~' to .lJa 
CbMren, ( 'l'h$ N~ aress, W:estm1nsterj )Sary1anat · ..... • 1'."'7)7. 

37 tuke4:1S ... 
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\11 ttl his fellO\1T Catholic Workers ana lead them to a 'better day. 

John 'Kenny sums up the movem~nt in Detroit wben he wr1tps: 

"He B.nd his familY have remained deep 1n t he 
shadows of the movoment in th..1-. city. ~ '" That , 
too, 1s part of the f-lCra~y ,Idealismu tha.t forces 
bim to ~{ork and 1i ve 'With the derelicts. H~ 
sees thflir. soulsb1nning through t heir grime and 
l'ags . ft3ti 

. 38 John Kenny, U$ 2 and 20 Year.$ Make MUl'pbys ' Crazy ' For 
Christ anan1s Poor" 'J ~. r1j1,cb1gM ge tos11c" 195'7. 

".'," 
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CHAma IV 

~HE~a-tnlG S'l'IHYCTURlti OF~EB DETROIT \401tlEll 
TIURTY ¥lARS OF SF.IWI~ 

Xt "'as an ht:&torio d.ay thirty yealr.$ age tot' the Church 

i n Det1!oi t . .,., fer througb the eathelic Worker avast arnQuntof 

uutapped energy WillS lJ>el~!$.U:le('f, OVer the. years., some of' this 

e.n~:r.gy w'as undoubtedll mis.(U.rectecl to. uteJ>ian eanaes and half ... 

ba.k~CI soheme·s for l'em~1ng the '\.'101'14 . HO'WO'V61', t his .sort oj' 

thing 1$ !nevi tablE.t when youthful ldealism li$ engaged, as it 

has been at the Catbo:li¢ Wotkcn'. The Det~olt Work'er whieh 

bas existed :tor oval' a qualrtet' ·of 3. C$lrt;;\lr.'Y wltn:out rUl.$~ 

1"egula tion.$" Illesnbel'sbips" e,onunj, ttees or endt:)\iffltents and has 

S.t\.lQ;iously r&~eet:$cl tne tecb.niqu~$ o.f ol'ganization and tbf.J 

counsels O'f worldly caution. has lasted longer than most soberly ... 

-con~eived. tmdertak,;1.:ngs which ,,;fer. hegtUl at tne s.ame time. In 

any real accounting, it mll$t be: she>wn as a mode,l of $ttie:t.enoy 

and gn,nujJl(l) Pl"w:leneo . It $et out tc get people ta.lking and 

t hinking about 't he things that ret\lly matter. l,t se't out to 

recover the eVange.lleal spi.ri t of a.t~ F1'anois and ~:rw1 'bless 

to thesllnplio1 ties e>i the (k>spel in tbe, tnode~ \4orld. 

,'!;.;,;' ';~~~;' .. 



The purpose of this e.hapter 1s t~ port~ay the gro\'1t h of 

the Detroit Catholic WOl"ker in chrol1ological s~qt'tenee . "li th. .' ~: 

this1n m1no , the continuous grCM'th and diversif1ed a.ctivities 

become apparent. Frank Wojcik 1n his letter of January~, 

1967, writes that "a person ' s distinct personality refleots or 

colors any end &a vOJ:t or involve.metltU ... through Lou t4ur pby and 

h1$ family, the enari ty ands1mplicity of their "HoUSG Patron" 

St . Francis are ou.tstand1.ng ehar acte,ristias ,l In ta.ct , ~ 

Catholl,s \tlorko!: pa.per of May, 1938 twl'.ald£ld t he Detroit House 

as tho ll }.1odel of HosPitality. "l? Ammon A. Hennacy is of tbe 

5'9 

same opinion tor he says: "The kindly atmosphere of the Catholic 

\forlter lioU$e bere (Detroit) and the cheerfulness of' Lou and 

Jus t ine Murp,hyand their happy children :ts outstanding _,,3 

1'he roots 0: tho Ca tholic t-lotkor oharity i .n Detroit 

shOVTea eviqenee as early as May; 1931. "May DaY' in tletroi til 

l>1as the first introduotion for ~¢a.~oU<f \j2rk~r papar. une 

hundred f1.fty men gathered in the city ' s Times ' Square to com­

memorate and al.\g~mellt the ll ·so1idar1tyH of labor. A squad of six 

yollths headeo by a. stal'Wa~t EncyolQcped1st bamod lJ'lann~rY' , 4-

handetl out copies Of %WtPAtU21iC t4p£ktp , .~ $<{3thQll0' AuUqn 

Oifay, 

1 Fra.t.lk Wojcik, ittettor,1t (January 4 , 1967) . 

2 . ~~ ~tbP11c t:1erke£, t'Day After nay,1I Vol. 
193 t p. 2. 

vt, l~o . 1 ; 

3 Amlnon A. lIel'!1laoY~" Notes ~lon8 the WQy,iI~Citb:o~itS 
\'1 0tl$Ql , (t)e~~mbel" • . 19,2), Vol • . XVIII, No. 16, p, 6. 

It Flan,m,ry was atone time a poliOeI1latl in l)t) trQ1 t; on 
this Qcc.asion be was 1'e tir~d . 
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SUll~t&n, leaflets on Spain, and other m~terials . 'this group 

,';:as sent by Rev . Cla!'e. A. Mill' phy; director or D1ool)san study .. 

clubs and culture circles in De-troit. tilt. \1a5 netable t hat of 

the siX hundred pieces of' literature- ~lstributed scarcely any 

,.,ere t o be rQund after the meeting olosod . Many \orel'¢) seen 

largely reading or foldtng their eopy fo'%' la.ter reference . A 

good af ternoon t s worl~ was done for i counte;rrevolution' n . 5 

'l'he ~y iSSUE) of' 100. Citho:l10 \iQ~'fr ind1catJ7S that the 

influence ot Dorothy 1*'1y ' $ and Peter }fa.urin ' s philosophy hact 

alr eady infiltrated into the minds r>f qUGstioning individuals. 

The letter indicates some of tho sent1ma,nts of LeQ J . Bys: 

Detroit 

Dt)arEd1tort 

I have boen receiving yo~ paper ror a fe\4 
months and find much good in it. tihat aPl)E)als 
mOst to me is that you are just a step brood'er 
minded than the Ca thelie Church papers "Thien 
a re all such upholde rs of' our capi t a11stic' 
systems. 

fier'e in De tro1t in t he last sit- down strike 
the si td.ownQrs ,,,e re denounced "lettsmantly b"J our 
t hl'ea l oeal papal'S , all good friends of the ole1-
system. Your article was . gocc:l in quoting that 
old noman Law , \'Ihle n our l cl.'l.tye-t's use., was aJ.l 
d1ffe.r ent from t he Chris t ian law whi ch held dil' .. 
ferent viewpoints 011 private property, \1'1s .; the 
SOcial s1de of it. Ahd then should: not human 
rights preVail ahove the property rights?6 

; The Cs+t,ho;ti9, Y10~t~J: ' n~y Day in l)etro1t t
fl Vol . V, 

No.2, (June, 1937), p.. 

tS For deta1led reports ... !!h! Catholic \forls,er , "O. \i II 
Edit or calls on G. J.il. Stritters in .Plant at Flint, h nl~e'\1 
Associa tion tor Ca t hOlics in labor ~.ovelOOnt , 11 (l'arcY' , 1937), 
Vol . IV, No. 11, pp. 1_1". 

-.-.,: 



1 al.SQ liked som&. of YOUl" artiCles on the 
C'1v11 Wa.r i!l Spain. As a !W~king,man; 3: naturally 
sldO' \dth the L(tftist or LOyalist Governm~nt in 
Spain. I bellQve 1n rule bY' the ballot , not by 
bUllets as Franco and the Fasci.a,ts, and am sorry 
to o9a1, the leaders ot the Catho11c ehu~c:h do. 
By the way , I attended the Rally given hel's in 
Novetnber in Ca$S Toel1ltioal High School for the 
Spa,ni ·s hPemoct'acy. I heard ftt\daJl1e De 'l?alene10, 
oSar celine Domingo a.nd Fat her SarasQla speak. 

The latter 1$ ·tt genuine Da.sque priest but has 
beel1 persecuted by the Hierarcby J who \.fanted h1m 
to sid.s with the nobility or wea.l,thy Spanlan land­
hold~rs . F~ther Sarasola laid great stress on 
t his: tllat the .Spanish War W"aB one 'between Fascism 
and Democracy, not CQmmunists who were still by 
far in the .mmol'-l ty. " Of course t alking of num­
bQrs, 1 t is not always numbers 'tbat rule ,· witness 
tbe .Latsst G. B. strike in Flint ·. Wbe c' . I.~ O. or 
United Aut o vlorkel's \yGtoe by fa~ in the mlnor1ty, 
but they ~-el'e the most int~111gent , the most well .. 
o;rg'Qniz«l, the strongest 1n ;purpose·. In fact , it 
was the one, group that GQ'Vernor .Mu3;tphy (t~t fine 
gentleman, oUl'Govel'nor) would deal \'11 th, and 
bel~ov'e me heknow$ hi·$ onions, and he is, no radi­
cal 01 t her , although he is very 'b.X',oad minded . a 

" 

too J . Sys ' lotter indicates the, wide mngo or material 

in the nO\ltspa'pet but simultane.ously inters an embryohiestage 

of tho Cathollc Wa~tter aevelopment in l>e,trolt . 
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In ootober, the st. Franois House was officially opened . 

Lou Murphy' s thoU£hts Ob tha.t eleventh Clay can be summed up as 

1'o110<:1s: 
"'1$ need more, voluntary pov'erty of the kind 

chosen by Christ and I11s closest f;r1ends ~ le,s~ 
expel'ls!Ve churches, und, mOfG b.ea.,ut:ttUl templ&s 
of' t he Holy Ghost" more tUlly mendicants ana 
"fools of Goa H like St . rtancis , and fet-fal' or 
no t'lbar'O'ns of high tinance,u ... It 11 true soul 
refol"tn does not sat in, et radical ohange in the 

7 A discusslonon t he Spanish s ituat ion ean be found in 
Stephen J~hnson, Illil. Cttpall,c, ki gl·k.~r, lit\. Ptotestand an Answer 
on Spain , ~ (February, . 937), Vol . IV, No . 10, p .. 6 •. 

6 'pe «f.}.tho11S 'dorkel", "Lett.ers From 6Ul" Leaders , U \101. V, 
No. 1, (May, 1(37) , p. 5. 

' .. 



att1tude of tb .. human minds , Bolshivi$m may 
triumph and tores abjeetp(5'Vorty UpO.h us. ".9.-
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Dorothy Day ' s p.re~amca i n Detroit ,f no doubt, opened net>l 

channel$ Q, 1nterest tor th~ n6\"ly ~$talUi·sbed House of Hos pl ... 

tal1ty. Het' conforence ld.th Archbishop Noone.y on t ho Catho110 

Worker' MovEJment and th~ COl 1 .. 0 . so11d1f14id the: aPP):,o'llal of the 

organ1~tion., MtS$ ~y' s s..pseQhe,s on the radio ... onoe on the 

C. X. '0. Hour and on the Daughters o-Elsabell$. Cathol,ie flour '. , 

l"eatflrmed the A!'cbblShop ot Detrol t ' s sta.nd e:fi ttte C .• I . O. 

wh1Qh$tatffS.: 

"'NQ Catholic autbopi tyhas ''''Y«l'' a.sserted 
tbat the C.l. O:. is 1:bcQrnpattbl.e with 
ca tholioity on the ba.$.is ot its publicly 
stated pr1ncd.ple-$_ 010 . 

'1'he speeohes also increased the p0pulari ty of tho Ca tholie 

:lorlter group boca,use on ona ocoas1en there wa~ an ent husiastiC: 

l'e$;pcm$~ ot the two or three bundred persons wbo heaJ."d t.f1ss Day. 

Those wb.o ~tt(fndeQ wers a erose aeotlon crall prof'a.sslons" 

skIlled aM' Wlskl11ed wOl'k~nl'$ • .'11 
-

An interview wI ttl GOverno~ Frank t-lurpby oQmplete~ the 

a,etiviti$$ 01' t>o~otbr- t>tlY in M1~bigan . Re'I' eo:rporal Work ot 

Meroy-at -gj.11t1ng the $:1.okg,ovel"no-X'- ,eomb1ned business '.<l1tb 

plea.s~e; .A rri~nd at the Catho1.1c Wotk~l,', (klvernQZ' Ml.trpby 

9 %l1!lca1tbo~19 ¥IQ$lf J'anuarYt 1937. Vel. lV,NO~ 9t 
p. 7. ",A. 1'.aClel" Sendsus t~ls. quotatlQA .trom tl'le Cb£ti:ld,¥o' 
~~~ a monthly published by the Fathers of the D1V~lle erd:, 
a. as. us to r .G,print it. 

10 UCatb{:)11cs favor o. X. O." (clipped 41't1c1e rece1v~ 
from 'N'ayn. state TJn1~$l"sity 't1bl'~ry.) 

1.1 !b.t kat.b9.t3j \4Qlker, "Oay By DaY, ttVol. V', No . 6., 
p. 2, <October. 1937 • 
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disoussed th$eoMc,iontloul: objeotors Ul BoundbJ'ook, N$w Jel1sey .. 

Miss Day quotos h1tl ·as ~ib(P • 

n~eh~ . guns at'G alva~t$ t~s ~st :t"otnge or 
the un(1!$e1pl1ne8 l lm'po~$I1t .Off~¢:1Q1$,:in 
t1e1e, of or1:a~s , ?atl<.lnoQ aM t~ltl-mneQ' ~ 
tl'L\r1a1:l1y' d~"U'ld .mot'(), f:l1'Jl1b1t1oM of w~k""$s. 
\"bi~b 8'0 by tho nama·. ot • action' • Force ~Vilr 
sett1ft4 1r:4u$t~1ald1spute.$,. Jt.n(J: I do not be· ... 
Ueve that th.e USe Of :t:O'£oe coo '8e,ttle 1nte:t'''"'' 
nat!OM1 diSptltes. tt13. 

'''11th tIlG ~u.ppo.t"t of ~GGt1ve1tb:"r. Ptan1t ~pbYt and 4:rdl ... 

bishOp 14ocmoy t the 1n1t1a.lstar,u's ot tho Ca tb~110 We$-6%" W9~$ 

\,1011 t~t1t1t!1d., 3y tlovemMl'. 1937 f ~ I'tJqtll))$t pUbltSbod 1n 

Q€}.:tbS.'C \fQ,UI indtcate<i that tlvit buntlr e4 oOP1~ of tb.(I' M\1S-

papo:r ~b.Qul,q .~ 1Qent to:. 

Helen Sto~(Jll 
1~14 BaglG'Y 
~·01t·t )U'Qbigan 

An o~Gr' ~ f1tty back u;sue8 of thf;) OctolltJr' o:ow \-r~M to be 

tOl'WAr:ded tOt 

Utll(fn Stov;en 
clo I~tra&'1~ Pi of 1\ 
2401 lfO<a.tt-t . 
Bamt~Ckt M!Ch1gan13 

Jtmepb 14r(llla 'fl$l~ Detro1t tor sev(l~. da~ 

bts 'ttm~ md qMrg;y to ~k toU(t4~"'$ tllan tbe HiGh 80hoo,l $~t. 

+rho ttnthusias,t-1C YO\l1'l'gstor,~ bQm'baJ'ded b1m w1tb questtotlet ~ 

p%"Oml$sd support fo~ tbe Catholl.:: \Vol\ter 14eal IUld tM ~ 

, 

~ ~ ~J2fI.til nln't$"j.~ .. of D.~thy 1)1y with 
Go'IJ_PlDr ih'luik- ·. P .... < . ' C . tan ·" Vnt.. V, No.. 6, (Ootoho1", 
1931' . p. 1. ~ornol1 J.1U»PbY wrote . an Q~k1i'J1;11e(lgment fjf thilnka 
to Miss D4Y. lJl!l ;~~'" liR:titl, V'Ol. V, No .. '7, .. p . ' 

.. ; 13, Sba .o.1LJg~ltl ltte:tt(lr~ Fwon (}U,r' RQadn~G. u 
01 •. s. flo~." .' ovom · - f' 937)" p. 3. 



64 

Movem~mt.. Mr. ZaT~lla 'Ja$ 1mpt'essed to see the number of 

students \,rho study- the papa.);' I'&gu;tarly and havEt 'VolunteerE)dt9' 

distribute it at t he' churches. 

Follmdng ttla qounsels of Dorothy. Day and Pater t.hurin, 

regularactivit1es cownenced . Classes in economics, encyclicals 

and par11am.n~y law w.ere given. 1\10 Satlli'day classes for 

oh11dren in ltstel'Y telling tl and d1't!U'11atles wore :also on the 

agenda . AS teSt. Francis House., the numbel' of men 1'$ up to 

wenty .... tli1e $11'10$ three months of $o1''V1c8 . Food al'iQ clothing 

v1era distributed but an all out effort Wa.s deslre~ to secure 

lnOro oval'ooa·t$ and men I S 'WldeNear. As: to the newspaper .. HIt 

was a big l'eiJletter da,\y tor our grou.p ~hen the f1rst Gatbolio 

\401'&9%." was , 'old on tlle streets of Oetl'oit. In the ;tuture, they: 

would be ' $·old regularly,. and distributed rree at communi$t 

meetings., un10n 11a11(:l and clubs. nli+ 

Letters of appreciation p:rtinted 1n lb!. Cnthgli<; 'ipt!S@r 

from M:1.chlg,al'l indica.ted that the llAposto11c Itch" for GOd I spoor 

was f·elt ~ A fe'~ examples proving tilcH;-G sentiments; 

Pear Miss Editort 

Monr~ , :M1cblgan 
DecembEtr 3., 1937 

lSnc 10 sed you w111t1n<l a 11 ttleoffering :from 
our ·C.S, M.C. Unit to prOVide a cup ·ot coffee for 
afw of the uAmbassadors of Chrlet . ff 

14 :tb.t.~thl · . . ( .JanWlry., mg;:pp~t? W:2;rker. u1let1:"01t," Vol . V, No.9 • 

. '~"''; 



Perhaps ooca,u:seot our long silenoe you think 
we a.re no longer enthusia,stj"e abOU. t your f:i.ne. : .. 

won. . But ~et 'Us assuJ:!. you ll weare l \46 have 
been $0 busy with ou~ mlss1ona:ry aet1t1it1es tbat 
VIe have hardly had time t o w:r1te . 

Youw111 be intol'6sted to know the. t somQ of 
our students vis! ted yOUl' , "House of Hos, pi. taUtyl! 
on BagleY' Avenu~ in Detroit. and fO'Qlid yOU!' \·IO,rl( 
most :tnt,ere,sting,. While the,~e tney had the priv1 ... 
le,ge of meeting Peter Maurin, 'Who WQ$ i.o 1>etl"'o1t 
at the time. We ;intend to make the Catbol$Q 
darker tnt) object of OUX' aotiv1ties. 

Our small Gathol1.o Act10h Club which we 
organiz.ed in May of"last Year' has ~eoOll\e a scnool 
organi.atdon. All tile ,glrls ·a.re grea.tly ep;tbu$e(i 
over it,. 

incidentlY, , 1 all" t.OO sister ·of Donald Hessler, 
whom you no doubt raea.,ll, as having made. frequent 
vl$1 ts 1.'11 ttl h1$ <lamera to' your beaiJquarte1"s a. t 
115' Mott Street. 

Sl$t~:r Mai'yV~roni<:a sanaa he.:rbest wi$nes . 
She had the, pleasure pi meeting Dorothy Day a t til, 
C.'S,M.C. Convention 1n August. 

We' assure you of a continUed t()ll'1emb'rance 1n OUl' 
pra,.r-s toX' the su¢()e$.$ of yOU1" splen"!Ld work tor 
God ' s poot-. 

V~r'1 $1n~ere~yygurs" 
_ Mslry E_ Hesslerl;J 

6S 

" 

Sind.1a.rly, ,this letter also 'Contains the sa.mo elation over doing 

G0d f s work . 

Dear Editor, 

Annunoiation High School 
l)etro1t, t>1!oh1gan 

We are Most grateful to you tor. your prompt 
and generous r-e$:ponse to our request tor sample 

. 1; ,fhe. ~t~0:atc W;O~~3. "Letters hOlll A Det~1 t Friend ,It 
Vol. V, No-;--V, J~n'1; . ;, p. ; . 

," ~;" . 



cop1e$ of ~ Catpoa.!£ !l£{r~~ our lay A,postolatE} 
<:,ommi tte'G' of the nigh Sehoo Sodal1 ty 1ntrtxt!u~ea 
th~ papsI' to t!1s Sed.al.1sts of th-e .NovQmbtlr lllaeting. 
The: three hundreid copies vrel'El. d ls,tr1bu,ted a.lk$ tJ'le ' 
stU<1J:ents tlel'e urg,ed to pass the 111' ¢'op:1es on to t.ha 
adul t memhel'S of the1r tardl1e~h \Ie are glad to 
:report fl. few subscriptiOns and h,ope t o have mows ... 
perbaps afte.r the holidaY s.oaSon. 

,OUr- oomm1ttt)~ 18 (a group of t 'snth gt(tde boys 
an\1 gi!'ls) intere,stea on the )-%PtW;(t!f .QlttlO'f1C 
:t'apOJ:ittng or th~ 0p.iZfn1ng ot ,6 , !>~$& of ~15s.p>ta~;ty 
he.re in Detl".o1t ., Tl:l$¥ hav'e Sent a supply of .cefise 
ana' a small donation as Q Thanksgiving of telling" 
All are pledged to pl"ay for titeCatho11a \forker and 
i t8 a,tati . 

1 aJl1 a. ninth and tenth g.r-ade to~ohe:r and ba:v~ 
been lnt~resto:d in the CatholiC l;/Qri£cer for some 
time . & vwg 'be~n plac(Ja .1n¢'harg~ of the Lay 
APostolato Committ.ee of the l11gh 60f1001 Sodali t y, 
I . f titl t tJm t an opper tun! ty 1m.$ t1'ltw i)ft ar~t1ot in .... 
t t"oQucing the movem~m;t. to the boyS! ~nd g1~1$ and 
thlt'Qugh them to thEtolde'i' membe.;rs of their f'atnil1es. 

'!h6' ~ot1v1t1~$ " tntel''l9sts .:uW \Jntnusiasm ot 
High School studarttsa1'e almost etldle~sanit one of 
th~ autl&S Qr tbe tea~be:.r is tl) g'u1doetnd d1~eot 
them. fbe C.l'V . l-foV'em$nt St;l'SJlls to otter an aVenUe .... 
l should :saY a mout1~ln path'i $.teep andd1tf:1oult, 
no deubt, ... uad!ngQ.w$.Y front tl'm: merely trivial, 
t.~mpQr9.l'Y; and $,slf1sh. fib\( man, ·of thf) 11\,1p:11& 
11 .. 11; ,attel1l11t ... t. he . "'Jay .'re:rJ~1r.iL~ to be seen. l-!a.y Ood 
g! Va His graee to thO$e' etta t <2 Q. 

I mare than w&lc'omed th~ $ugg:es.t1on of having 
~..l'.. ;;r¢S"eph aart!)lla ~pla14l the m~vem~nt te> a group 
ot our stwen's. J{)f1 gav(; them Q $plend~d {lc'CQunt. 
Q! tho' work. the Illaltl l"e'$ult of Joe ' ., ~11t$at 
preSent ('1 bo", fol' 4eeJ), last1ns . results tb.r'o~h 
His ill-aoe) 1~ tna t 'O'\U" e:om.rn1 tt6fl have' Changed 'the.it' 
1~e:a Qt g,:ett!ng $ub.sC"rlpt1:on& tt> tliat of (Ji$tr1buting 
the . papsJl:" . We are sure that we can take' e:areof a 
hundred a month to beg,in wlth.iI 

I s ha.ll eontlnuetQ pray a.nd bave tn~ . eh:11dl'en 
pray tor 'the $ue:aess 0'1 yeu,," eftptts am t}aot'Je 0''£ 
YOUl' -e:o..wQl'kers .. 

Ce'tcUa:U., yOlU'$ l1.rt Christ, 
Sl' . M.a.16 
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_ 16 ib3 gat be6"'9 ,W,o!!!l<r; U'S1,t$r Wrlte'$,;o (Ja,nllary,~ 1938), 
Vol . Vt No • . , 

..•... , 



This letter a,l$O empnasizes that thG s pirit and philosophy of 

·t he \iorKer have Cl'OOU) t o ,.,elcomad 11stanuts . 

JXtaT 001 t 01'. 

Th1.smonth \ve sueeessfu.l1y Q isposed of one 
bundred ot y OUl' sple.nd1d II ttle paper \4hieh I 
~all " lI1)a'v1d ' s Sllngl1 a.nd we. now teol suffic­
iently beld to atternpt the sale of four hundr-ad 
cop1os tor l.fa:t'cb.. The idea of spreading Cathnlic 
pX'"Opaga:naa. among industl'ial. workor.$ i n t his 
parish alone, has been ot slOW' growth, bu.t I do 
ba.11eve that t he ld_ has ucaUg,ht on'l at l ast. 

And 'tie have not forgotten your hospitali ty 
House on Bagl.ey s treet. The e~ $ . M.c . unit baS 
ordered OIlfJ hundred l?Oun4s of r1ee , one tumdred 
pounds 'of barley, one hundred pounds 'otbeans, 
one bushel of potatoes and one bushel of onions 
to 'be sent t o liflt . tynch to mako soup f ·or his 
"Bro-thQ1'S: Chris t'Ophel's . II \'le shall also send 
Catholic ti tQ~ture i n a f&it w~eks:. 

Very sincerel.y your'$ in 
OUl' ,Itlnl'.aculate Mother 

Sister Mary Noreen , S. D. 1,7' 
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" 

With lette1"'s$uch as these as well as many others that remained 

\lb,publi snod, the De'troi t Worker advanee<lfurther in tho caUse 

for th:epoor. 1he early part o! 1938 saw the Detr oit \i orker 

House f'o ecl;1.ng about one hundred sixty Xlle'n bread and soup. 

Sevoral "l:;'housa,nd papers w-Gl'e also d.1stl'1buted . Fa. thet" Fu.rfe;e 
addressed a group 'Of Catho1!.¢ Wot-kers on his neW book ), "Three 

Theories ot Society. tI Other activities montioned in tbe Cath~*9 

. l~ ~~~tb~e }1orkir, ttFr om DGtl'Oit , 1I (APril , 1938) , 
Vol . V, No. 12, p. . 

18 Mattl'lew Hoehn, 0. 8 . :8. ed . t 9"tho+t12 tlfttl,gr;S (!oPts!mfRijf' 
5'O&r~!~~ ~ltft.Q!le§19>O-191 .. 7, (St . tihry<s A<:pey, Ne"JarK" 9 . S; 
:Pl'. 2 · - • ene of the. lead ing Catholic SOCiologists of the 
U. S", Nev·. Pa.\ll Hanly :£!'UJ:ofey, llas b.aen professor of soc;1..o1ogy at 
the Catnolio Un1ve'l' s1 t y of Amer1-ca £l1'1.d headot the department 

; ~; . .;' i/"'~ . 
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Worker may be StUnn1bd upast ~ -~th9iLU Work~r 1;las given out, 

at a. Fora Fiesta \lIhere 1,000 Union :roe,n were a~resteQ . The- o!1Ja ten 
" 

up organ:tzel;' wns'Jis:t tad by tyro priests,. Dan Foley spoke for 

the group over tJle United Auto ilJorkere :Radio St a tion. A 

.rorkel'S ' senool '..fas promiseo . l~ 
Mary Graee Donne-lly, the Sedreta.ry- of the OathoJ.lc \iorker 

group 1n Detroit submi tted tho following to be publ ished in the 

March 1sSU$j 

Febrqary 2(51, 1938 

The Honorable Frank Hague 
Jersey Of ty, New Jersoy 

Sir: 

The ;following expression of opinion was 
una.n:l,mQUsly endorsed by the Catttolic Worker Gl'OUp 
of lletrolt, and at tbe direction ·of t he G:r.oup, I 
f prward 1 t to you. . 

The Ca thol io Worker Group of Detroit con .... 
d,~s the administr ative policies of Mq.yor IIag1.le, 
'of Jorsey City, .New Jersey! part1oulaxoly in regard 
to the trea tme"nt or the C. 1 . O. Unions in that 0.1 ty. 

1. Because such treatment is un-American . It 
Clenies the .const! tutional rights- of' the working ma.n. 

2. Becaus£ 1 t is un-Catholic . The Pope has 
pointeQ out the duty as well as the right of the 
working man to organiz'e . 

since 1940. lIe is intere s ted in "personalistio social actionn 

8.$ e:x:emplifi-ed by t he Ca.tholic Worker N'ovEament.. D.r . }'llr,fey is. 
on the faculty of t he National Catnolio School of Social Service 
as well as Catholio University. Ue ls former v1ce .... president of 
the American Catholic Sociological Soc.iety~ and 1s a member of 
the Catholie Biblica.l Association and of various committees. 
He t'TaS elE)ct~d a FellOW of the American Associatlontor the 
Advancement of Seien<:o. 

. 19 The Catholic Worker, 'fCatho11c \ioriter Cells ,u 
(February,l"93S) ; VoL V, No . 10 , p. 4. 

! ... .;' 
,;~~ . 



3. It abets Communism. The suspension 
0f the ccmsti.t tlt1onal rights .of t he 01 tizens .of 
Jersey 01 ty 1s oonstrued as a failure of the 
dem.ocra tic £Ol'm of government. 

Your.s in Christ; .' 20 
Mary Grac;o Donnelly 
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" 

though 3ust a. t~ months in e'~istence , tbe Worker Gl'ou,p thl,"ough 

t he dynamic leadership .oiLou Murphy- sought ways t.o cure the 

eVils of the 'WoS!ld • The 'N'O,\1' Jersey letter was only .one .of t he 

myriad waY$ the Worker used to assi.$t the working man. 'they 

part i c'ipated in the United Auto, ~l 0rker$ unempl oyment march to 

thaCl ty Hall . Dun Scotus Seminary made posters an the C. I . O. 

a.nd U. A.W .. for tb~ lts tout-hearte6" men to carry, along with .llll 

Catbol1q W5UtE/1'! to give away d~1tl8 the para,de . By March, tou 
. - - . -

Murphy ' $ soup line 1nc.reased to five hundred. The meetings. and 

classes in liturgy, economies" public speaking and Q.bildren ' s 

classes made theroOtns available scanty. Th~ POOl' , always more 

oonscious ot their obligat!on than those more eornf'ortably otf .;, 

had recourae .in ,ptayar", A Holy liou", onc.e a month., was eondu~ted 

at St . teo ' s Church. '.eh-e C.omplIne was recited t .ogether at the 

Catholic l~orker Hou$$ from March 18.20 at t~ln thirty> tor the 

Ilnd1eated intention. 

Besides the basic work, Lou Murphy and his nSkid Row Set .. 

• nga.ged 1n actiVities to 1mUl'ave the w,01"king man. Thoy soll.c1ted 

the va rious strike headquarters to 1nvestiga te what a:16 could be 

given and USed the opportunity 1n furthel' $pread1ng 1b,!CatholU 

~o ~ga\h2119. WQIt~. llI)etr01ttf,(}iarpb, 1938), VOl. Vi' 
No. 11, p.'"'1f;" Fer greater ~slght into thepolicles of Mayor 
Ha€:lle ' ... lbI QaJ!:.~.!C '«Fet • nCM Hague Be Stopped". ppon 
letter to the ~olreo Jersey City,. (January, 1938), Vol. V, 
No. 9, p. 1. 

!; ...... 
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.\'iol'ker especially at r ad ical meetings. Mimeographed: sheets and 

pamphlets were also distributed a.s t hey telt akin to the fellOW 
" 

sufferors in t his disordered wl~ld. On the lighter siq-a, th~ 

history of st. Francis House sllowed gre:;l.t. eonfldenea in t he!,. 

patron , as the Povorel1o was Ualwaysseeing tQ it tbat "lEI get 

\o1ha t is neeessa;ttyr. One fin'S' day OUl" wash boiler, whiebserved 

as our soup pot , sprang a l~ak, and almost immediately earnIJ a 
, , 

dona t10n ,of a mammoth kettle ... muehbattel' t .han th~ boiler. n 21 

Dorothy Day, in her ool'Umt'l: tlnay by Daytl p0rha}:l$ best 

lands an insight. into the activities anQ persons ~1ho color the 

story of .st. Fr£ln.eis House. Otl hel' visit there in Aprilt 1938 ,. 

the 11nes bad ,1nerea.sed to more than .six bundr-ed men daily and 

the "crew"'alse consistedo! many nsw tac.es. Pa.t Lynch, pa1nt.s'r; 

Jack Kenny, brewery 1rlori.tar Q.oooraneolXfrator; Bruce Hosmo%', 

baker; Loui~ Skuter, ~;!d1ng a pplicatOr a.nd Richard ne~beI't ., 

sailor, vtere all Ul14mplQYCf4 YEt:'t "put.ting In a. gGoo($ay t S '.!IQrk 

taking ca.roO! the crowds that <lome to th" lknls'~h ,,22 (tou tJfutphy 

was a·t this time st111 working tor Ford' but he lived a.t the 

Wor ilZe1' House.) 

Dorothy Day Was ama.zeda,t th" eOUl"tesy ShCII,'1n and' gave 

l'El¢ogn1 tion wi til the t1 tIe ... " De'tl" 01 tOa..tbQlic Worker ... f>Iodel of 

Hospitality".23 Shp remarked,: "It trias their idea. to haVe the 

pi tone.rs of water 'andglassGsa t every plaoe and the small 
, . 

T 21~.,. Qi th9J.iS; WOlfs!:;:. uDetro1tl' .J. (APril, 19).8); Vol .• V, 
J o. 12., p. T. 

, 22 , DorothY nay, ~ ~2;LJ,9! WprJltr" flDay by Day t {May, 
1938}, Vol. VI; No.1, pp. - , OJ 

23 lW.., p. 1. 
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co:urtQSY touched me . In th~eMtw of tba table stands a. statue, 

or st . lUlthon~ wi tb e V1g11, llSflt burtUtlR ~tol"e it. "J:hoy .aF 

a fine lOt of mel)' liIo1ng tb~ ~/Cl'l<. ~ a t~ lot 'being SOr'l4)U, 

the mQ1'l who: have blU! t UP tho oountl'Y a.nd Det" t~.nd them$elvGa 

without 6npl.oyr:lent ar(;d' hOmGle~st fOl"ced t{J 11\10 in missions. 

l'hsre is no c..'l.tholle 1~sp1eo: for t '1l6th It thm-e 'rJie:te onlY' mnn 

vacant bu.lld.1ngs t.urnaa OVGl', to th~t thoy could tas11:t run it 

thQt;~s.olVoe J and fal! tlot-e atfoet1onately as a ~oop$tat1'\7e '\rantUl'G 

and than the mission u:bt1:)Sl)b61' 1) "dGu1d be, missing • • ,2' 

V4,$O ]by aluo 1'lt)l'l'.me.n,tod on tho' vQ.l'lOU.@, ,flct:tV1 t1etl t.filion 

,tad 1a. tad :tt'em the- itl nr\{el" HQU$Q. 1'he!!'e v~ rlOl'kalf$ , SehO()l 

ccr..duewd en thQ ~t sieJa every night am plans ltfo:ce tomulatJ 

f ill tho ~~st $,lde. A nMi o.ndaavQ).1 ~'ng as 

111 S~1al Act htJ.'ldcd ~y Fe. t Bl-baeitar, tiM Fra.rx;1$ean at 

Duns Sc~tll$ '\:tbo is tho o:h.~ pla1u the, en tholiC ~i ortter up. 

In r".an:t parisbBS. eh~i$Uru) Asaoei,Q. ti ons (lf ~IOfter~ "I.10re tomed i' 
aee~l1flS to the Pope ' s 1dGtAs26, ~ot up e1a. by Side 1.-11tb nt)uttlal 

unions which tbe -qorkers roU$ t ot obligation to thoir ,f'(:tllcP&$:tt ,JOhh 

Beeau£o of the UOUGO of Hospitality' sit10n 1n Q 

~I " ~ e " ;$ -:. : < I 

~ On my visit to. the \lfol'kor JIouao, the M.me nt1ltuo ottll 
stands antl the same hos~ita11t1 Qoset-1had prev$11D_ 

25 DorothY Day. ,.t1l! JClibo~U!l it.9t\1;$l.t1 "D~ by Dar', 
(t~, 11)J a) t Vol.· VI. Ne. 

2t 1+-3 , 
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"core area",. the soup line was not the only ac,tlvity o~ LOu 

}111r phy. All aft ernoon 'It/omen from, t be neighborhood come in f or' 

bread and clothe!) a.nd it is seldom tha t t hey \'ten t awa.y without 

S o.ale th ing • 

Perhaps Miss Da.y summarizes the s p1ri t of st. Fr ancis 

House 'best liI'hen sile "/rote ~ flt'lhen I am visi ting a new pl ace , I 

am imrnediately a t home \-illon I set foot in the door. The same 

spirit, the same comradeliness , the same idea or giving,. I'a t he r 

than getting , ,,27 prevai led at St. I''ranc.is House .. Peter Maurin 

expcl'lenced the s ame sentiments when he {Jet Lou Hurphy ar..d the 

erst". Peter ly\'aurin. tog~ther VIi til Fat her Carl Hensler and 

Father Charles O. Rice, Pittsburg priests who founded tile 

Cat holic R?l.dical Allianc e , and \!lho have marcheo \>Jith stril!:ers 

i n se voral picket lines ; and Fat her l?rank l<!cGvey, founder 01' 

}vit o 8t. Francis Co"" opcl.'a t ive agricultUl"alcomnrunity at Ki ng 'Ci ty , 

Ont erio, vlere speaitQ:£'s at a conference sponsored by the Detroit 

Ca tholi c ltlorker' Group. The conferencQ opened Saturday at 9 : 00 A. M. 

i n St . Vi ncent ' s Roman Catholic Churc lth a dialogue ~ass . 

Bus iness sess i ons wero held in the st . Francis \·lo.rkel' House a t . 

10~ OO , 1 :30 , and 7:30 P. M. 1I~. :t<.laUl'in, Fatber Sebastia.n Erbackel', 

• Ii' , N., and Dom Godfrey ; O. S. B • . , 3.ss1$tant editor of f/'Orate 

F.1'atres ll were s peakers . Baroness Catherine de nueck,28 who is 

~-..: .. --~~.--------~--~~ 

27 ,nm. Qathol~e 'tlTorker , "Day by Da1 ,11 ( Hay, 1938), 
Vol. VI , No. 'I , PP. 1-4. 

28 She is aut hor of: ~ ~s~~, (New York , 1947); 
¥~E §em1nar*!P, (Ml1waukes,J:950 . ; ~~endship Hti,llse, (New, York , 

, ). Her b ' ograptly l s written by EdWard Josep Doherty , 
tumblEWeed. ( M11wa ulcs,e t 1948). ' , 

':':~'. ;: ,:< .. ~ 
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working among the' Negroe.$ in Harlem, spoke Sunday a.t 10,00 A. M. 

in Bacl'edHeart Church. Ai'Wt'noo.p sessions wel"ei'e l d en the 

'Ca tho11c Worke.l' Communal i'armon Milford "oad near Se~en Mile 

Road . Father .MCGvey and Thomas &1'1'1'. editop of tiThe $01.491"f 

spoke on Catboli'c rural l ife m()vement. Sess~ons on Monday at 

1,00 and 6,-00 P. l-f. had Fatho"fs Hensl~r and aloe, and Richard 

Deverall" (io-editol' of l'TheChristian Front . .. 29 

Januan 1939 marked a. vital per-iodin the l abor issue. 

" 

Que-stion5of wages, hoU,'ts, oQll.eotivll barga1ning and the modern 

produot1on sy-swm We1"e. d1sQ.\lSsed from the Cathol10 v1ewpoint 

dUJ'ing .sess-ions of the Cathollo Conferenoe ,on Indust;r1al Problems 

held Janual'Y 16 and 17 a t the Detrolt-Lelancl HOtel. . This con ... 

terenoe was sponsored by Archbishop Edward Moon$Y and the sccial 

action deI*rtment of th~ National Cat.ho110' Welfare Conference. 

The ma1n Qb~$ct1'Ve was Ute e~pose the faots i n the Ameriean 

industrial situation, and to apply to those t acts the principles 

expressed in t he two. groa t ehur-oh ~1restos lle1!U@ N:gVN'W!l and 

Quadragg§,W AmlS. n30 Speakers represented botb employe;os a.nd 

,e.mploY'eas ana presented .i$sues 1n the modern industrial problems. 

Church authorities tolloweii witb the applioation of Catholic 

prlne1.ples t ;ospee1tl.c questions . !rhe entire eonfet"enc.e con1W 

t a t ned ·s'Ugg.,st1oll$ s1m11at to many or the Wolite.r tendenc1es-

. . 29 ¥o~t ~ "CatholiO WomtO"rs ' Group Sponsors . 
Confel'ence . re. if \SEiPtemb4:n' 1, 1938).. (Cl1pp$dart1ele from 
Wa yne state University). 

. 30 ~~ro~t~" ttCburch to Air labor b .SU8,u (January, . 
1939) . Furt~e~ d'fltails a~e given in ,- §§ttg1t I$wI. tlCommun.1stlo 
),)anger Clted , n (Janua.ry 16, 1939). 

~;' .. 
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"to .make Catholic membership into labor unions an organized 

fo.rca for 'sound unionism in the Christian spll':tt"; urged pIIic$.ts 
• • 

to set themselves energetically to hs'lp their Chr istian workers 

train themselves in prineiple 'and, te·chn.lc to assume the leader. 

ship 1n the unions whi·eb their num:bers ~U$t1tyitt and ftto shift 

the good from the' bad in labor proposals, and to be the derend~l"s 

of sound, constructive union aetivity against the inrOads of 

communist1e agl ta t :t on. ttJl 

Lou MUrphy, too, was a. ttainilig tfga.ihsu in the development 

of the Catholio \'lo:rke:-r i n Detro.! t. Bagley Avenue became the new 

home of the Worker. It t1a S an old duplex houseconte.1:ning nl:ne 

rooms \4hiQh providedDleep1ng quarters on the second floor. 

Bagley house e ould a.ocOl'lloda te thirteen men. Lou' s dream, wh1c,b 

never frui tU';led , \<1a.S tbe aoquls.i t10n of the a<'.l jaCGht house to 

provide a ccornoda t10fls tor vtl)nten. 

of' f 

The program of Q·o·ti '0/'1 ties EJxpanded ,st) t hat 1 t conSisted 

Tuesday 
V-/adnesaay 
Thursday 

Fr1day 

- Parliamentary law 
- Open house for men of the lines 
- General tlteetlng,,,,,Father Sebastian 

i s beginning fa. ser.i es, of , ,l oe tures 
on stanley James t new book ... 
£hr~$t ~ ~ WQ1~ets . 

aft ernoon ... Child!"~n t s ola sses 
Friday ... Liturgy a.nd Cbant 
$atUI,'day 
afternoon \OIP Ch11dl'on t s classes 

Every second 
Sunday • Holy Hout at St .• Aloys1U$ Cburoh 32 

wht!ire Father Fdckey 1s tbeFastor. 

31 ~troi~ l~eY1s , "Unions Get APproval of Mooney ,U 
( January 18, 193 ) . 

3 2 T9~ C&tbOg~c f/2mB, "Detroit," (January, 1939), 
Vc>l . VI, NQ. 7, p.. . 

; ~;., -;' 
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Another f1rs:t lda.S a Hallowe ' en Part y for the t'ArabaseadOl'su an! 

about one hundred thirty came,. The Open lloQses1tua tion pave/If 

the way lor the $UOC8S.$ as Lou was abl$ I1to get a Dlore personal 

eon tao t \'11 th the men. n33 ~he y t'le~e g ivan the opportuni ty to. 

realj til grea tdeal of Ca tholio 11 tera turet, s1nfh smoke and ;play 

oards . U~hey en30Y it so mueh,,11 Lou 'e~Qd, tlthat t.hey fur ... 

nish the entertainment. Some of th~m .are 'Ve~y t alented . .. 3't 

Desp1te the apparent success, Mr. 1-1u1"phy was faced with lack of 

fund,s. As Lou w'l'otQ to .M1ss Des, 

ltThismay . sound like we, are in. the dough but 
honestly DGr·otby. ther~ have . been times When,' 1we 
had to go w1 tbo.ut meal$ and 1 t wasn ' t SO very 
long ago. It surprises us hQ';oI we have been ~ble 
to ~()ntinue wl'um we dldtl t t S(J8 moW! than 1;\>1(;) 
dollal'$ a w&ek. Some of the £0110'.1$ threa tened 
to g:Q out and hockthei~ Std. ts 'but ,I ","Guldn t t 
let thG, TJle " BY ,the Yay , a man in the l1ru)g$ve us 
three, cents. "35 

Anotber new phase of Catholic Worker 't s 1ntere$t, \tfas 001\­

seription., In tneNovembe~ issue of the Catholio Worker', Lou 

Murphy praisedM1ss Dayte presentati on of the war sittlat10n 

and conscription. He also stated his C011Qarn '"'" 'llIt no doubt 

will ,:pequire a gr-eat saer1tlee 1!'t:Yr us to ma1ntalnour positlon. 

but \'lith God's help I am sure that We can. As a step in this 

direction we are tryi:ng to indoctrinate C\i1" tellow Oatholics 

in the position we are to take if the CQntU.ctsboUld s.pread to 

33 NA. 

34- Ib1Q. 

35 .ll?J,4. 

,.1; ..... 
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this country. u36 To bring to foc·'us this problem, Lou. ha.d Father 

lAon Kennedy of the Philosophy Depart ment of' Sacred Heart 

Seminary spea.k to the group on I'The Church e.nd ~-1ar .1I37 

To aid the men spiritually as wall as materially~ the 

Third Order of st,. Francis ot Duns Scotus College held a. Da:y 

" 

of Recollection \.Jith Fa ther Sebast1a .n Erbaeker, O. F. M. on 

Oc t ober 14, 1939. Twenty men fr·om st. Francis House rode out 

there to make 1t. On October 1 a retreat was conducted for the 

colored brothers at St. J3e.nadict Farm. Father Clement Kern, the 

spiritual director', ,,,as the Retrea t Master . The men ,"ere 1m-

pressed and requested retreat in the f uture . st. Benedict ' s 

Far m served a s an ideal loca tion tdr endeavors or this nature . 

Again the: s t . Franeis House vIaS sow-n in OEM soil.. (This 

being the f'1!'th t ime in loss than wo 1$a1's) Since movin~ was 

a constant undel'tak1ng, Mr . Mur phy remarked , fl Bomeone suggested 

we move in a tl'~11er and save banging the turn! ture. Is t here 

any Catholio vtorker on wheels.'? I will say we have become quite 

proficient in the art of moving and I don ' t mean jumping rellt. u38 

Thoro were times when evict1.on. notiees \'lereserved but the needed 

money always turned up at the last minute. The nO\l1 abode, how­

ever. ren.dered many adVantages because it had So fUll basement. 

all diviSions W{)l'e made .1hien produced a Laundry Department, a 

36 the C,tho11c Workel" "'Detroit," (Nov-ambe.r, 1939),. 
Vol . VI!!, No. 3~ p. 6. 

37Th!.!!. 
" ......... 

38 .1J21q. 
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Tailoring l)epartme.nt, a Muin.tenanoe t)opa!'tnn~nt and a Vegatable 

Depart ment . wrh$ biggest sel11ng po.lnt ot the: new' place';" )fr~ · 

l-furphy contended,"1's the tact that we can establish Nazareth 

\4'orkshop to~ wo have $; 'barn in t he rea.r of the lot. n39 lou 

planned a. ropair shop for t he broken tUl"n1ture that \tas Clonated . 

\v1th this a se1stanc6 , poor families in thG neighborhoOd reeelved 

the 'l'efj.n1$hed pi.eces . Shoes tor th.$ m~tnbers 'Of st. Francis 

Rouse as \·,·ell as tbe soap l:tne vtral'l:a mended. But most i.lnpCl"tant 

of all the advantages mentioned , was the opportuu,i ty the twenty~ 

seven men \4'ereg1:V'en to use their Goo- g1 van t alents , alld 1. t 

taught them t hnt n'O matter' hO'..t little th&y possessed ; eha.r1t.y 

'Was still possible . 

'111 th the dona t:!,on of l and1n South Lyons, N1.eh1gan, Lou 

Murphy turned blsenerg1es to t he: ea.rtb. 1he \/ord'.s of St . 

Benedict , tho Patron of the Farm" fOlnnulatlacl tho ~ray of lite 

of the t a.rming canmUl'lO fO.r he sa1~ '; ftThen are they monks in 

truth if t hey live 'by the Ylork. of their hands , as did also our 

:forefathers and the APost16s . .. 40- To Lou , t he fam 'was a. place. 

of rost to o:ee,k t he Ql0,seness to God he so desired a,\ilay fr·orn 

the turmOil oft'he Qi ty. Spl ,r1 t tlal teading; a.nd a. time to take 

stoek ot things t o. see 'W'l'Jatpath vias his were alwa.:Vsoll the 

agenda. 

The ta~ work b'rcrugpt Ibu much .10" for each Ml'V."st 

bl'·ought a. ,Suppl y of rOOd to ,serve God ' s tUltortunato . The initial 

39 I'bjid . 

l+o St. Benediot, H2ll Bul'h Chap-'btr ltB • 

. '~~,: .;" "'';'(~ ., 
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ot~OD \101. ... '1uccl nootlou us t!.ll 

U!lUC('..a f on :10"1l"!h lJ.'hc o~ SC::'~(JQ7 eCA/.., 

.1,:0' !'lill: ::>r 'tho r.o .. 
! I:ouo 

t10:U aLl tho ...... - C1.C Hnuso" Cot'e:lGQ eh~,H3CG (~~ 

1:101"0 'i1U1'iotl ncr.u. 

tlO ~; took. p1:.1oo on tho fnrL1 \Sao tile 

G. LeU donCl':lbOs :it bost " 

ito h:'d !,FDX't!) tho :at 1,.0:1 

\J 1"031izn Q O. .• , ')ducir<3 ttl, 

onco c:lid"J HCc;rto.iruy GOO had 

bcc.."1 00 to nj.·O o.~ roi. 

i t1 o.s Ho 10 t3oi.nc.;; un . ow.~ boot but Eo n10nly 

cont t 000 in eono:rosity. ft';''' 

• tto [J ~al'1 '1,1 " 1ft'3 c: \,.\c- S""lirodtl • .. 
',,~O tho C~l' . 1:1. "'~Ci~""" n" t ... _ ........ _ .. ..,J 

O!}.:llL"Y \-1.:1.::1 ocito<l arJi 0.1 s~onGc!'a '1.10;;'''0 :":lM~tl. , This 

D. 8. 
,1' ,'1 <. . ' ,_ • 
't'... ~~llq, ~I-Q,l;t,~ ~JJn)j.~_ , ) 1 . V:tl .. !-:o. 6, 

4-2 !titl . -
"3 



loss presented a real handica p for the fellO'ds in the city as 

no Hay Has possible to pick u p tho bread arid othor donations to 

be used in the soup line. During this distressing Period , a 

driVer from one of t ho restaurants toot domtes food generously 

gave part of his llmch hour to deliver tho. food . As a gesture 

of gratitude the men decided on a token of a.pprecia.t1on. One 

of t he Horkers 'i.1aS a tooler of l eather anot:1ith leatho.l.' crea.ted 

a beautifUl 'belt and used his tal€mts to praiso God . 

79 

To Sur:! up tho :f'aming COmraUllG in South Lyons, 11arie Conti 

in her Catholig Komel' article states that "Isn ' t i t qUeor t hat 

our goneration had to ro ... d1scover these basic things t hat other 

people have alt:lays, taken f ol" granted ... the j oy of' douling ~Ji t h 

God ' s c:roatUl~es, the homely aniMls that He choso fOJ? vritnesses 

to His birth, thG thrill of oa til'l.g food g rO'Jll and prepared 

yourself . t4hen our farming oommQI'lG becomes a sol f ... dePOndant 

conmunity of families living closo to God and close to realities , 

He \'Till have our Shangri ... ~ in s.Dite of war ana rumors of 'l'lar . ult4 

The st. Benedict Farm provided the l'foct a. toosphere to 

inculoate the philosophy of the Cattlol~o \'lOl"!ltOX' that man is not 

a rnachine and the tyrant machino is to be conquered if httr.!.'lni ty 

is to be saved . Christophor Dat1S0n in "Judgenent of Nations" 

reiterates the crass materialism of this day and aga. l~a:rming 

communes and christian communities where the communal a.nd 

priva te aspects of prol~rty can be restored are in harmony with 

" . 44 ~1e Cathgl1e \!]orke.,t, (February 19+1), Vol. VIII, 
~o . ~. , p. • 

...... ,~ - .. 
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the teachings of Pope Leo XlII wbo saich .tPrivate ownership as 

we have seen. 1s the natura.l .right of man and to exercise tha.t . 
- ~ 

right, espeoially as members at s1)e1.ety is not only l awful, but 

abselutelyneo.es,sa1"Y., Man should not oOll$1del" his possess1o%ls 

as hiG own" but as common to all .. sC)· a.s to share them wi-thout 

hesi ta t10n when otbets are: 1n need . Whoever has reCQ1 ved from 

the Divine bounty a large sl1a:~of t~l)lporal ble.$sings ;t1hethel" 

they be e.~t .. rnal and ma.~:r1al"or gi,tts of the mind, has re­

ceived thQJn for the purpose ot USing them £0.1' the perfec t 1ngot 

his na. ture and at the same timE', that be may employ them a.$ 

stst'l9.rd of God ' s Provide.nce tor the benet1 t of ottwr,s . tilt; 

Sbal"1ng th. fruits ot tile 8al'th with th., monon St. 

Benedict Farm was ev1deneed in the dam t10n of the Newman Club 

of \'Iayne tJh1verslty to tbe se~dfund. Th~ 'fr1al's at Duns Se;otus 

College ga.ve tOlna to plants . On a larger $oale , an unusual dona­

tion was macl$ in the form of bu11d1,ng materia.ls ot' ri..ll ol.d bank 

bu11ding--bullet proof gl as,s, marble and e~ill work:. 

Ne\'l homss with new vistas -of charity saw thell" origin on 

Mll'ch 28 witb the opening or st .• AnthonY HOuse at 1323 frumbull 

Avenue . tt was used by the children tor Cateohism olasses . on 
Sa. turday a.f ternoons 'f wood cra.ft olassEfS wet'~ sche-a uled thel'$ . PI. 

lencU.ng llbJoa.ry for the people in the neighborhood was initiated .• 

SEh-tlng olasss,s we"r, helueVery Weune$day at one o iclock. On 

MondaYt ~Jednesday and Friday, Jack Fletcher conducted sott\la11 

4;' !m:vm IQverEm • 

. ~~' .. "" "("'~ 



"'mes for the boys i n thtJ nGighborhood . st . Anthony House \l1aS 

their tlClu'b !1ctiseH and Soly Trin! ty playgr ound 'IUS the!!' Utall: 

' .... rit . u This Ii.:ls tory or this ne'" house 1s related best in t he 

Hords of tou ~rur.phy ••• 'tWG VfE1il;'e able to gat out 'Or debt, \ihich 

is a roos t unhaalthy state for the Ca:!!bOJ,ic '.1ql'kqr. nfid. than \ife 

~ot aoall f rom the Chancery Bu.ild1:ng . We went dO\4'n to SGe 
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"that \01'&S Up , and Fntha~ John Donovan, t btt l\.reh'b1shop · s secre t ar y . 

aVE!! us f ifty dol1a.rs "Thien. the Al'ehbi shop t ol d him t o giVe" Us . 

We could t hink of nothing bett~l" to do \f1th t his money thtU\ to 

start a neW house . The rent on th~ neil house is 'twonty ... fivs 

dol111.1""s . I don ' t ~nO",~i' hO\.f we wi ll be abla to maintai n this 

'lace, but we wi ll t:rus t in Qed, and if He d O£i)sn 1 t \4a:nt US: to 

have this pl uce, He will soon let us knoW'. ti46 

Another foundat i on 1I1as made' at 630 A.bbot Street for Old 

gaPensi ohers . 'Ttli s Ctl.re of Ars Rome pr OVided shel tar tor 

fifteen men. Fa the!' Kern 'tla S 1ntlu{)nt ial in procuring the 

'Oa.ter1als t o make the place oobi t able and secu.ring the necessary 

money . The men trom 5t. 111"ancis Eo'use aS$isted vl1 to some of t he 

l!itbor invol·vea . DU1"if'l.g the period of repaJ.r , Fa ther Kern haa 

meet ings in t he r ector y t o di scuss coopera tive ideas. At this 

t 1J.ne , DQc cmber 191+6 , hO'flTE1'Ve r, St. F~ano1s Rouse had a debt of 

eight hundr ed dollar's plus s1x mont hs rent. The success at the 

far m seemao to balanc-e t he pict ure for ah electriC au'tomatic 

pump wa.s i ns ta.l1ed to provide running water i n the f al"m house. 

Also by t he fil"st of t he year, the six milk cows prtjvid.ed money 

46 ;l'be q;;rtt!,o~iS tqprl!;~.til (t4ay 191tf) ., Vol. VII, no. 8; p. ~ .. 
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to malUI maJot' $mprovElments on the t~rm like f(mo1n'h bUiloing 

l"'epa1rs, ne.c&$sa:r1 equipment a.n.dol"dering the se8ds on time. ""? 

December 29, 1949, witnessed the operling of the St. 

Thomas AqulM$ Reading BOom. It pr()Vlde~ Q warm,. comfortable 

retug~ from tbe 0014 and from thQ fotW walls Qf tbe toom1ng 

houses where many of th~ Old ago Pe.t1si.Otlol"oS were forced to spend 

their da.Y$. '1his M'adtng room WaS orowded ovor~t day with men 

who could not thld employmont and otberswho just \{anteoto 6pe.n(} 

a t~w minutes to get warm. 

The y&a~ 1949 saw an 1nel'ease in tbe tood lines at st. 
Francis House due to the various st1'1ke,$ .in t he 01 t;y. Men' s 

c::lothes and ~ha~s were a .1ff1euJ. t to ge·t 8,$ the1.r d$ma,nds becam6 

8~eat~r. Tbe donat1on$, ht>W'GYel' ., \11$1'0 chan.neled towa:~ painting 

the walls ct' the horne . fh$men "f8.1'e plea$ed, with thed.r \V'OrK and 

prided the.tnselttes with their tmp1Ov'Od l1.v1ng cO,ndltlons. 

In aCcol"dnnce \<11 ttl the' tramework of Pftter Maurin' s round 

table <U,$ou$s1ons, groups weX'e~rg,an1zed d1scussing the "MYstical 

Body and 80Q1a1 Jus.t1et'h" Fa tb:er Xowa.l$kl of Blessed Sacrament 

Parish led the meot1ngs on 'fu.sda1 and 'Thursday nights. 4S 'tho 

need f 'or apostles In the highly ind~tl"1a11zed e1 ty became the 

motto ot too 4y.na.rn1c group w-hioh hoped to g.rmina te the re'$to~ 

tiQn of Onrist in all things .. 

Tbe priests of tbe ~iocesliJ assiste" the' <a;!(bo~'Q WQtls!IiF' 

in a variety of wa1$') ministering to the body and SQul of Christ ' s 

6 47 lht <a~bQl49 \iodi't , (January 19lt?) . VOl. XlII, No . 11, 
p . • 
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abandoned . In February 1951, aspec1al Shrove TU9sday Dinner 

of ham, me.shed potatoe.-s, gr~an peas, bread, corfee and peaches 
" 

Was serveq. 'th.e meal '~faS prcv;J.ded by twel va priests of the 

Archdiocese who in. '''hi te wai tar aprQ!1$ served the meal . Among 

the group who donat~d their time and fJMl."gy WfU"O= Fr . Edmund 

M111r of Visitation .PE'l.rish;l"r . Maul"1ce Daeker, 1'>1vine Child 

Parish, DeQi'boro; Fr o JamllJ$ Fltzgorall.'t, Visitation and Yr . 

RaYl110nd Klatlke, InmJ..aCUlate Conee~t1ont Anchor1f111Ei ·. Like all 

special In.eals ·o:tfered by the WOl-leer , tbe nUTilber of pa,trons in ... 

creased as t he netfS of the nt·eastU traveled along the grapeVine • 

.thlCfl,tt!sl.c \io;:iser., through the pell of Jane 0 ' Donnell, 

reports the tOundatlonot a ntY-l,>f vista. ot bl'1ng1ng Ch:r;-ist and of 

att1"aet1ng more 1Miv1duals to th.e idea of sha1".ing w1 ttl the: les$ 

rOl'tWilat~O . Marybl''Ool:tt thlltt'1 miles $onth of Detroit;. just out­

side Carlton, Michigan .. '1as the S1 tee It wa.s approvod by Edward 

Cardinal Mooney, A~hbishop of Detroit. Ma,rybrook, a t 'orty .... act'e 

farm, wa.S founded by Fr . Leo J . Trese¥JJ with Hr. and 14r5. Murphy 

as directors , in the midst of his ~:xeept1onally beautiful and 

wholly rura.1 parish, st. Pat:t'1ok J s . 50 Th.e nouse, an ordinary 

fa1"m house ., with nothing pretentious About it , was ma.de quite 

comfortable and livable by Fr. Treso t S f'oresiltht . 'l'here 'Was Q 

large barn., a carriage honse , a ohioken 0001', a brood'!' house, 

a eOlm orib, a gaX'age, and a beautiful 014 g1'anary which was 

It.9. Auth(lr 01 Y.l1~el 2l. ~t a cballenge to honesty, 
appeared 'l/1a Sbeed ~nd Ward . 

50 St" FQ.tl'ick. Parish 1s loC'~ted 1ncal'lton , f41cbigan, 
1n MolU'oe CQ'Wlty. 
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made into a chap~l, grouPi1Jo in cood array at a sui t able distance 

from t he house . Ascension Chapel was blessed by Monsignor Harren 

C. Peek as a .semi - public ora t ory., Like al..l Worker project s begun 

with zeal , love and l ack of funds , t ool s tQr repairs on out­

buildings ,.rete needed and likewise a tractor. A generous neiehbol' 

plaot(}d the grain C~It)pS hut one oouldn' t expect such Qrrangements 

t o goon 1nd.et'initel:y'. Asfo:r livestock , a. start was l!'lade "71th 

two pigs and fifteen pullets to initi at e a plan of fifty l a.ying 

hens to pr:ovlde ahougn oggs torwesk .. end .retl'ea tants ahd the 

l.fUl'phy ch,11dr-en (there \-Tern throe) . Plans for sevoral hea.d. ot 
cattle Here made sinee good Pasturelantl naar Ii brook on one of 

the botmdarl$s 'l;vas indica ted . 

14a.rybrooK vias avai lable for meetlngs and donier-sooes other 

than retreats; pro~ided the meet ings ha d a religious purpose . 

Ii. reg1.stra t10n tee of two tlolla.r-s was obar ged and the retrea.tants 

'Were to b:r;oing bed linen, t ovfels and SOO,I;J_ 'l\tenty .. four persons 

eould be aecommodated'. 5'l 

It is Interestins to nots Jane O' Oonnell ' s impressions 

Of St. ~"rancis House and the adjacent buildings, all Catholio 

Worker e.ndeavors~ 

\iTe '\>lent to St. Francis House, a small ~room. house 
wheu'e the men who come. to be ted were, wait1ng in. 
line . It was about 11 t 301 and the group had d\,lindled 
( they begin at 9 in Detr,Q ti yet as We went through 
the d1n1ng room and bad quite lIterally to brush by 
thos~ wai t1ng in the narrOW' llall,> I realized there 
st:tll\vas a gO'odly number. Agam j,t \"as an experienoe 

5lI,Wt, Catholig Wprker , (June. 195'0)' Vol . XVl ; No, 12,. 
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of the poor en tine in silence, a silence . oPP1'css i vo, 
not becauso it 1s oopty, t hank God, but 'becauso it 
i.D a. silence of suffering, So silence f or \"hich1 as .. 
Dorothy suegests, '\:le should often offor t he f tUl 
silence , of our beautiful r e trea ts at ~aryfal~. 

11o.r yhouse, a sMll flat 1.n. a homo at tho real' of 
s t . Franc is Honse, on t ho next street, al1:1uye: makes 
a pleasant visit. !Jore Hrs . t1111ert senior nembcr 
of t he Cn tbolic \oJ orkors , a l l-1ays has bor door s open 
to her \1'ide circle of friends, ranging from hel~ 
many godchildren il1the neiGhborhood, to all t he 
Catholic Horltors and t he group coming do\.Jn from 
t heir homes to seek the l'efresrunent and l'epose one 
finds t hore . Not the least aI;1ong hoI' acti vities are 
t ho v is1 ts 11rs . 1,111ler makos in cormec tion ui th St. 
Francis Xavier Cabrioi Clinic. 

The v:tsi t t o t he Clinio, 1:!h:1c h is in a school r oom 
of HolY Trinity Parish, t~as very intol~estlne • . The 
Clinic is 1'.'1 thor singula.r-and I hopo not for long-
for it is staffed completoly by vol unteors, ani! min­
isters, at no char ge, to the poor of Father Cletlont 
Kern ' s paris h uhic h is beautifully made up of all 
nationalities and !'aces. It is Father ' s idoo. that, 
a long \11 th t he medioal a id given , should ahlays l"Ull 
the parallelnorvice of cnlling 011, t hese poor in 
thoir homes, trying t o givo an example of t he l ove 
of Christ as t he Good She pherd . For example ~ tho 
Cicpec tant L'lothers a re 1nvi ted t o join a se"Ying gr ouIJ 
t o make clothing for t heir babies . ana it. i s t here 
that informal instruction Oll BaptIsm \'lil l be give h t> 
c limaxing ,·11th Fathor ' s giving tbo bloss ings before 
and after c hildbirth t o ooch Hooant along \:Ti t h a 
baptismal robe o.ndba ptismal candle. It is a 
groat boon to t ho men of St. Franois House tl1i.1.t they 
a re the onos 1.1ho painted and ca r pen tered t o rooke the 
Clinic t he clean and attractivo place i t is . 

Then camo t he "1si t to the nazare t h l.sorknhop Q.!l..d 
Libra ry around the corner , ~uo ad joininc roo~s i n 
a forme.!" baser::l.ent storo, having cood light, und 
ser ving t he pur,pose tbolr f1..a.t1QS itldica to. It is 
hero that t ho contribution of Jin HUnt is ma i nly 
Channeled. In the \iorkshop, a poster quotes the 
motivation in tho 1;lords of Eric Gill: "Art i s eSse11-
tially tho r.nldn3 of t hi ngs intelligently and honestly. 
not the lmita.ti on .of alroady mdstant things . " Hor e 
Jim and t hose vlho Hork vIi th him mal<e crucifixes, 
hanging, many t hip.gs f'Ql' 'tlS0 _ in the Christian home , 
as Hell o.s mimeograph a littlo paper called 
"Challenge ," \ihich he and some of' his fella'1 ... 
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students at the UlliV8rstty of Detl'olt putout ttl 
$t111l~1a.te thoushton th~U.o,t D. campus,. \t/1th 
the (i'ovelopmeht ot .rybrook t tbe Wo~ksb.op \>11.11 be 
)'lloved to the eountt:y • . allOWitlg ff!)r vC},ry CCllel'eta 
expressions ana exp.,ri~nees of some of tbe- idea$ 
toll and .JUstine stae as e,ssent1al to intelligent 
'Vtork tor t,he iay a,PQsto:lat.,. Th~ l~brat"1 will con .... 
tinue as a centtn:' of' 1ndo~t·f;irult1.MI a.$ it ,is aoeeS ... 
siblEJ to matlY' grouP$. 

T.hen the visIt to St .. Jobn Vlanney R¢use , a horae 
where old.a(fG pens:1ot'u~r$, men, pool their reso1U"cesi , 

hitte a cook" an« ~Ve a certain p-.aeet'UlnGsG and 
tl'anqui11ty tn their common lite. ~he at. Th~$ 
Aquinas a(itnd;ing Rooml a small stott on l.ftehigan 
Avenue" \fher-s' there ', $ an abun4anoe Qr 11g}lter but 
\lholssom~ . Catholio literature tor , tho numbers of me,n, 
many or whom ,come on toe line, and t'o~one l'eason or 
anotbe~! ne~e and appl"e~late .such a littlo spot for 
l't)$t and :relaxa t1on. 

And' t1Mlly (tame the visit to St. 11al'tha HQuJiic . 
Here, as at St. hfu,'le1a HOUS$, is a tamily size house , 
1dhl,on provides to '$'V:lttted tam.lio.s tot- th~ most part. 
anQ trans lent single women and glJ'ls t~popary t'QOd 
and snelte~, tJlld Very otte.nel.oth1ng . the thing that 
strik.es Gne moM all tne tim. 1,$ the advantage or a 
bou,se whlcb can . 'be made Q home,. depending on the love 

.( 

Ul the . heart,s ot tile \lOrkel's1, ',over . a s-er.:1· es, ot f .11:1 t, $ 
011 a.pat"_~ts . A week I S '\11st at St. Martha Souse., 
being 8'0 clOse to tM fti()tbet"s ~d thelr ~bl1a'ren es­
pecially, sQe'1ng their needs and their gtatltUde, 
renowsone ' S' des1~ tor the mul U,11ca Uon ,of ~rtha 
lIous9& where tho gt!ea t 'Vo1~ of tl'ans1ents may ax­
.perlenc\" , even, &0. bX".1etlY." tbe l'e"p1ttJ . an,c1 r0:rre$hni" e,nt, 
that comes with partioipation in tho 11te '0'1 thQS8 vb.o 
301''& t~,11'lg t .O t!J1nb~Y Chrlstlan idealS of prayer and W01'1£ 
and, service. It 1$ 1ntetast1ng to note: thes~ady 
volum. at 1nterooU1"s& oot\tEttJb ~rtha Rouse and the 
$'0018.1 agenoies.,.. who cle.arly rec,ognlze . tbe Valutt of 
th1semergenoy.$el'\f1~c!h :All clay. long there are' calls, 
w.'ll s:umma1"l~'EJ.d by uCamYOl). take a woman and thr6e 
ohildren?U fosuch age1'lcles as the'frav.eler ' $, Aid t 
Martha HOuse 18' a 'bQon indeed, beQ'aus~ it 1$ getlred 
to th. ne.ea of the moment. As one s'Ujlflrvi$or said (In 
her vis! t . deplQring , tn.., re(J. ta~ demanded by rules 
and regula tions" ~rtha. I{ou$e 1.s doing a . highly 
s1.gn1tlea..nt \fork. J\gain \1(9 Mot the pl'obletn o£ dearth 
o.f work~rsl!' And we do no.t d~ny that the fleXibility" 
~eded, the frustrat:l..on 'Of o:rder that eQ,tl (!Onte wi th 
the eme.rgencies, 1.s, a cha.llens,e; but, oh, for some 

',' 



more generous g11"1s ~\nd women who lttPUld be \-11111118 
to give the1n$el vas fors-orne time.~to this beautifUl. 
,s0rvic,e of Christ in the family •. :;2 

• 
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The york described a.bove \-foUld he impos sible "f'el'e it not, 

tor charit able Pers0l1swho shared wi t tl t he "Skid JRO\-t set. n .1b2. 

mQh~gi!) ~<tbo·lJ.sreports t hat p. fifty dollar ehecl{ wa.s received 

from Anne Hart" treasurer of th e 'fea cbers t Confer ence. of t he 

Association of eatholic Trade Uniomst·s . Th.e needs of Lou 11UrPhy 

became, so intensified t hat a demand \vas made :tIl .1Uly- August issue' 

of ~S;, tnoJ.ig i1ptkQr. 

DETROIT CATHOLIC \;10IOOilB APPEAtS 

The Dotroit Catholic Worker 
St . Francis House 

1432 Bagl.ey - ~.fo . 2 ... 58" 
P. O~ Box 615 

De'at" Friends in Christ, 

" AND Tffiil'lE \'lAS A CtmTAIN l1t1QOAB NAl'.mD LAZARUS 
dRO lAY AT Tml RICE MAn ' S GATE, COVERED .a'l"H SORES." 

For 15 y:ears , we at t be Oet'ro1t Catholic Worker , 
through your' g.enoros1tY!" have' be({l'l: the rich man , to 
\thos.e ga. te has been oom ns Christ in tAe guiseot 
tbe modern Lazarus . We ",'ho daily trust in Divine 
Prov1deno&" t hrough tho· techn1que of voluntary 
poverty , O'ollsidaJ;' ourse'lVes riO'h in the serving of 
God ' s poor . For as St . Augustine says , lI~e service 
you owe the nee4y 11$ to j oin i n baa ring sone of the 
burden tbatoppt'esses ther.l . II 'the poor man t s t:>nrden 
1s need, and our urgent need of the moment is to be 
abl~' to buy 25 teet of l and of the 01 ty of DetrOit , 
so t t'll'.l t we: ntay continue to feed. olothe, and .ltoUS4a' 
the many who come' t o us ., dally. 

Our landlady died and willed tbat her proper1iy 00 
converted into cas h and t he money u$ed to con$truet 
an orphanage inbt:x- hometO'v1n 1n Italy. Through the 
e;X:(!)Cut 'Ol" of the estate \iTe are- being giVen the 

;2 Ib1S • 
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opportunity to .bOY out House of Hos pita.1ity tor 
$1+, 000. Rt . Rev. Msgr. Edward 3. H1ckey, ~Jri .. 
Cha;ncel1ar of the Alt'ohdloeese of' Detroit, n01j-, 
faster of st ,. Hal'Y' $ liedford , personn;llysnve up 
$,00 for th$ dO\1m PaYT!1ent. Through OUt' appeals 
in tho MICHIGAN CAnlOLIC and tbiS 16 ttu we a.l'~ 
trying to ra.iss the baJ.an~e . . To date \>/$ have 1'e .. 
csive(l a . to'~l ot $l,12l+.1lj,; the balance due 1s 
$2,87,. 86 ti, " 

(tNt'> man gave,'" says, thetolCt, tha t 1:;; a~ll i Dives 
is not reproa¢hed for refusing . Iaza:rms holds his 
peaee, leaVing his SOlt~lS to plead to~ . him. 'the 
sores pleading tor h.1mtoday arss negleoted old agel 
phys1~a.l hllncU.c'a;ps, sQt\J-·red war va'terMs ,; p.~rlod1c 
unemployment; poor hOU$ing , and ~xQrb1tant rq,nts . 
Qie wondel'S how lortg he t<111.1 hold hJ.s PeaGe in th$se 
time-sof plenty. o-wn1l'1g the 25 teet ot la,nd f;IJ.'ld 
keep~ ¢)Ul" libuse of l!ospi tal:tt y open. God W;1111ng; 
we may through the Corporal and Spiritual \iorkS ,Qt 
Me'l'oy cleans'e!' and bin'd, the $01'es ,of laM.r ue ",,1th 
your Cb;rl$~l k e Char! 'by to\fards us. 

In return "Ie will have the Holy Saorifice offered 
in our Parish for YOU, and YOUl' 1nten t1ons , and QUI' 
dt;t11y nosary ,4'111 be oont1nued 1n remembranoe of you; 

S1noel'e,l y 1n Christ the \lorker , 

1 .. oo1S J . MtffiPIiY)4 
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'!'hQ hardS't)J.ps ~am:e: together wi t il th.~ .1,016 ,..., l)(orothy Day , 

tho "swe13tneart" of thE! pennilees man was 1n town to help eel,.,. 

brate t-he f'1rt~entb a.nn1v.er'sary (lithe Catho110 \i/ori($r. II){O 

fancy dishe,s were servea ,$OUP and 'be'SllS preVailed at the St . 

Francis House t\1l');Oh6'en, (I oommetlted Oharles l'~na.s, reporter of 

~h9 D$,;t¢"Qit fJ:.f!i ptes§. ,Among the guests presont \'1$1'01 cuthbert. 

Florentine anQ D1stnas from DlUiS ScotU$ C(,lilege and Miss Day. 

No .• 

53 ~ m:sh1sap 9atno11e, l-1are h 29. 1951. 

" l+ Tb\lCat bOl'1g ,\'lomtf. JulY- August 19;2. Vol . XVlII" 
12~ p. 2... ' 
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Speaking of ltJ.$S Day after the lunc.heoh, Eovla,rd Farley commented ~ 

uYou hetcha, ·sbe ' a a S\<1eetheal't. This plaoe is aood , good to" 

me . r1ay'beI c~n get a job in a f 'ew da:rs ~ n55 

The t vteutiath anniveX',sal"y "fitnessed another visit from 

Miss Day. The day cOllll!J.enced with FilS$ at Holy T!"in!tyChtU'ch. 

Fatner Clc:rtlent Kern, pastor , ot-fe~$d the Mass, assi$'tea by Fr'. 

MH) J . :'rrese as· dea,coll and Fr. Edwa.:rd J. Farrell as sub(Seacon. 

An open house vas hel.d a t st. Francis House, from 1'1 va toe1gl1t 

\ii tb tlol1othy Day as guest. LOU ' $ sense' ot humor 1$ one of his , 

many saving g~ce$ . On h1$ fum1g~ting prahl,ems he sa idt ft1'hose 

erazy cockroaQbQ:s. 'l'bey+ ve bull t up an imtnuni ty to tnG e,Kter­

mj.na,tor an.4 are gl'o'it11ng fat on it. }~'ow ~e have to find Q 

subst:t tute to kill them. u;6 Lou and his family have remaine~ 

deop iJl the $badO'<Il$ Qf the nl0Ve.m~nt .. fl4fhat iff, ~tt of the crazy 

idealism. I I states Johu .Kelltly" '''that forces l1im to work and live 

r..rith tlet'elj.t)ts . He saos the1r soul shining through thlit' grhlei 

and rags . a.'? UClta~yl' it woUld seem as were faith. and idealism 

of st. Fx'arlCiS Qf AS51$1, their mod.l. ~hat yoar . 19~, Lou: was 

teed ing nearlY' tour hUl'ldreti meJl dailY' and twentY'- tMomefi l'o" 

~1ded at St. FranCis House ,. An est1mate ot six h1lndred dolla~s 

to run tho place ¢omp~.t8$ the stattatics . 

In a newsle,tte;r elated February 26 t . 19;7., Lou and Just1ne 

lrorpny discussed their position ,,,.. ntite 1n the Detroit \~ Ol'k$t 

;; tp. Pt.trQ1~ lr.fLt .P1:@§~, October' 11" 1952. 

56 Clipped artiole by JohnK~nnl, . tf$2 and 20 Years .k~ 
Mui'phy -crazy. for Christ and HisPoorlf (unmarked nev/spaper 
al't101e) 

57 lll,U. 



has beenp~cal'loU$ to say the least. but s·omehow: eaeh day ' S' 

problems se«tm to :resolve thQ'IiI'lSelve-s .. Nee.dl$s$ to say "Ie have 
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" 
seen dailY', and gratefUlly the hand of God' in all t hings, t .o the 

point of maid.ng Us ashamed ot our splMtual and physi'cal 1n ... 

dOlenc,e·. 'ff 5'8 the city ¢ondemed tbe wiring 1h the St. Fi'ancis 

nome a.nd threatened to close the pla.~·e . To a.lslet the Catholl,o 

ork.er .in th1,s cr1$1s 1 tbeHarlan Electr". Company donated the 

labor and mSrte1'1als to meet the city's requ1reme.nt~h This \.fas 

God-sent as the soup .lines mt~fJ between three and four hundred 

men da.ily. Work \>Ta·s seai-'ce in Detro! t.,. the only a'Vailable was 

pin ... aett!ng and ¢al' W'astling wit.h an a .. erage wage of thirty cents 

an houl". '.tbe Michigan State Employment men oatne three tinles a 

week with little WQtk to offer. It Qut¢tnation was tha t problem 

ten y't!ars ago" Tlfbat could be expected n :QW? The demands on St. 

Mlrtha ' $ Hou.se d • . orea.sed beoause rentals W',el"e more availa.ble'. 

the Uguest$" \i'ere g$ntlftllY to'!!' a night Q1' two until proper plans 

were formula ted . 

JUst before Cht'istmas., 1957 ; after the huttble tI.l7ent1eth 

ann! v:erstJ:l.'Y, IDu ~phY was vial ted by a;ma,n.. (Vis! tors lilte 

this are Qettu'!ton since the interest j.n the "loner was 1nc1'e(l,$1ng 

lnlmportanee. ) Lou related th1.s sto~y thUS: 

tlIn my mind ' s eYe I th.ought to .mysalt, • I l.tnow th1stype. 

An !r:tshman" shoe,s sh:1nea" truUSers pro$se4, clean sht:\.vell $;lad 

p.~. 
'8 k Qa,thol1c )£2rllr, Cl'hrc-h 19:57). Vol . XXIII; No. 8. 
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not a. d'ime 1n his pooket. t u HOWe'Ver , :t inv1t'od h1m in and Visited 

with him f'ora. while , answering all his. 4uast1ons. He then saiij 

to me that he had made money hiS ,goo , tha.t he wa.s too damn s:elfiSh 

to get marrieda;n,d that he had succeeded in making a lot of money. 

He 11vod all his lU'e in a ohea.p hotel , d1dn' tsmoke 01"' dr,.1nk, 

a.nd then you. know what happened to him ... he ha.d a nervous br-oak+' 

down, and the d1,)otors told him that the only cur$ foX' h1Jn was to 

find· a tl'USl' value in lite tbatl a Qollal' bill. So he aaY's ItI am 

a Wealt.hy man. 1l I leaped at that, but he quickly punc.tured roy 

glleed by $aytng that he didn't hel p 1nstltutio~ as such.· ne then 

lilos.ked to seo St.. Franois lIOllS'G . 

e \lent OVer tbers and the ,men were unl,oad1llg the railroad 

ties from tttetttuck. (llIIe USed the tIes to heat the libuse . We have 

only bOUght one tan of coal th10 year) . He r(!Uoarited tbat they 

neQdedovershoos ', to which I agro.eci. lie then 'wenttnrm,.:tgh the 

House asking more questions . no then told 1l'B to gete. l!st of the 

men1 s need in the way ot olotl'dl'leh a.nd br1n8 it down to bis hotel . 

!hat night I told tho men the storYi ana E).pressed my' doubt, eta. 

I took the li$t to bJs hotel at1d the.n wal ted of ::rn. a i 'fiN days he 

calleCfJust1ne., and .left a me$Sag'fl t'QPlck UP these things. He 

bought 18 pairs ot shoes; shirts, hats , jaokets" sQ,eks, overshoes. 

He will neVer knew the haPpiness he brought to the m.en. It made 

eo a.·'eal Christmas for the men. Tbe next day, in came a huge box, 

and in 1 t wete 7 ()o·~@Jn of sheet$, wash eloth~h t aoe t(»1.t\lls, ilnd 

bath to\olel.~ . And the. day bet'ore: ehr1$t~s; a sped,ial tn$$senger 

bcrough t the nU.sSingPl11a.4 ca.ses . Waen 1 t 1 t wonderlul ': tlli.l'ilUJ we 
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could nevel" afford to bUY. I de not think he was a Catholio. 1 

only know his flame , and nothing more. We haVen ' t seen him Sinoe . 
" 

So you can see toot :r was gUil t1 of \-/na t the children call I "Doing 

rash judgmont, .. .59 

The corporal \'forks of' Hol'oy vfere evidenced in tbe t'o11o~d.ng 

ep1Sode,:.-

"On Thanksg 1vi,ng 'tfe \>/81'19 unabl.e to ,serve a dlnner to the 

men, but a couple days 'bet ore a lMtn eamfJ to us and a.sKod it tde 

could provide, about 80 men to come to a Qinner lnone of the 

suburbs. \le did that , and they sent sehool buses; station vlagons., 

a.nd cars to transport the men to the ttes.taurant. !he men told me 

it Was tbe n1eest meal anY'oneeould possibly eat" Each man \>1as 

giVen a pack of e1gara:ttes ~ fi.:nd a, (Jo.llar b111. They brought the 

men back to the \iorker . And above all . no publicity ... no no'.'1s 

photogl'aphs .• tf60 

1960 \dtne.~sed a v1s1t from Dorothy Day to the Wot"ke1" House 

at Bagley Str~et. It wa.s the· last lap on one of hel" periodic 

tours around' the countl'Y. Once a- Y'e-ar this lounder lectures in 

cQlle!i9s , tmivers1 ties and OatbOli¢ Aot1onGr.oups. from ooast to 

ooast~ sho also Visits the various daughter houses across t he 

country.. She spoke. 'before grol1ps a t l'leasant R1dge, Wyandotte 

and at tlos·t ;aoly Tr1nity in 1'>etroit. "':l'he main topiC' of all my 

tal.ks , " she sald, His the problem of the Oesti tute. Thol'e 1 ,8 

59 lbj,d . , Pp. 4-7. -
60 .Ib1d . 
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more destitution in this 'ltlealthy land today than there waS during 

too depX'e$sion. n61. " 

!he h'W1g:t'y nev'0l' ~tay ted; the poor a.re al:0fays \'11 th us . 

Tw'e;nty ... tive years of serving the 'B!'others of' Chl'1st found Lou and 

JUstine noda1ns aeqUaihtanc1r)S \IIi to ha,rds'n1p. They have constantly 

e~l'ed tor the poor wi th one hGU'ld while fentUng ott an ar my of 

e:red1tol'S \dJ~h tile othol'. In the1:r: wOrT'y and ~1soou1"ageoont" t~ 

Murphy' s take hea.rt in the wox-ds (,U.spl.a';tea over' their t1replaee 

at homd . 'raltenfrom t he ~i£ggU!! ,giSt. Cilthe:£:tWl ~~iaoo; they 

read, rt I Mve placed you in tJ1'0 ::rl.dst of your f~11ow$ th-~ t you 

tnay do to thell1 vihat you cannot do to ~, that is .. . that you .t:lay 

love YOUl" ne1lh'ber without e~pect1ng any 1"etu,rn from tbem and 

wbat you €io w them! oount a$ done to .Mt!! . n62 

The feast or .st. FraneJ.s de Sales 1.s a memorableon-e in t he 

history of' the Cath;o11c Wo~ker . 'Th$' trazal'eth lay Apostolate 

Library olXined whic:h adjoined the al~.eady :E:)xlstent Nazaret h ~1()rk .. 

$bop,. 'he st., Franc1s ~~irt1 011ni() cpenedits p6ttals fOl" the 

pooX' on the ~amedat~ . 'there 'W:a:S l3ened1ct!on at Most llolyTr1n1tl 

Church. Fa.ther clement itarll ,,,a.s the cel~bran.t and he gavo i1 sho:tt 

homily and thanked tnt) benetactQts ot both the l!braJ:'Y and the 

Qlinic . 

Mtel' the Bened1ction there '\'1$$ a prec'oSsioo ~ti tit J'OM 

Hicks leading 1. t and ca,rry1rtg a banner maCle at the \'1orlu~hop 

InO\il1ng the C'burch in the ¢en~:t VIi th alltbe vartoU$ act1vi t1f.f$.. 

No . 

- , - "; . a t !II' ,," 

61 Ul'lnl.gne:dalipped ne\>f$pape1;' art1-cle, 1960. 

62 ~~! l't1Sh~anCat!l?llCf. (OCtober " 19(1) , Vol . lJOC{XX, 
itO., p • • • 

....:; .. : 
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whieh should he in overy par1sharotlnd it . The processi.on came 

first to tho l1bralfy and although ~O$t of' t ho people cl'owded 1n;to 

thQ tiny libra.I7" many l"emamed outside du-e to lack of room. 

Fatber Ko,rn read the prayors for the Bless1bg of a t1bral"Y and 

blessed it. Fra.nk WOJ¢11c , \inc , along 'Vlith ChestGI' Ujac \lel'a 

responsible for the material being in the lil:u:a.ry, read t.lle 

prayers of the bles;;~ .in Engli~b.. '.Clle procession then Pl'oeeoded 

to Holy T:rinity Sohool, v/hieh 1$ a. block avsay, where Father Kern 

blessed the St. Franois CabrW C11ni<h Father Kern pl"OVidod one 

school l'OOIl} to be oquipped wi ttl the nEleOS3ary faoili tios. A. 

group of nUl'$es a.nd fl"iends of Lo~rain Fedjet· along with the 

exoE!llent a,Ssistanoe of the m&n of St. Francis House of HO$pita.lit;y';, 

t ho room wa$ Liade read'y . 

The ' wifo of the la te Dr . Beall ¢ontr i'buted tho instrum~n.ts ... 

thol'O are all the ne·CQssary !nstl"uments of pre ... natal caro and for 

dollvori.:)s if flecClssary. ']he~G are etloush ,instruments to !mrform 

a tonsilGctomy 11.' the oeesS':i.en should: arise ant! one \Vas needed . 

Tbe nUl's-es worked out of th$il' time schaotlle so averting hours W'er~ 

mi4de ava:Uable \d th a taw days provided. Doctors 'Vlara on }mnd to. 

taite caro of the serious and oaoplicatod Problems. no quastions 

~lere asked of th0 pat1eflts nor was any red tal'~ involved . 

Tba, group of abf)'1lt two hundred tifty \lfhich wet'0 pro$en.t 

gatherod ill tho cacfeterj,a to hear P,r , Trese give an info..l'ma.l talk 

en the necossity of the lay apostle mentality accomplished 'by a 

library \'Ib1ch oa tel's to th~ forl'l'la t1onot this mental! t:; .. ' Empba$18 

was m.-ade that t hel'$ :':lust bo eo 1'ttrmu tiOl1 ()f. the mind as \itGl1 a,s 

that of ability of the hands in helping to orente an atmospbere 
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\IIhere ea.thol.:tcs may GaSie!' save the,ilL' soul.". Tbe purpose of 

ha,Ving' the l!'btary adjo1ning the w.orltshop WaS to aID.phas:tze the . 

neoessity: of deVGlop1ng both the hands andtbe mind . The: bands 

a.nd the mind must be $0 l"ol'medas to, lnake the man a oompletely 

integrated ehr1st1an.. 'there seem to be: so many dtl1enta.ntes who 

l'efus'e' to d l :1"ty their hands ; and S~ many wetters who refuse to 

de',ePQfl iflb.ei.l" kn<M'le:dgl) ,of Christ Q~ the ptrt t~t theY' must play 

in th$lay a,postola.t... ~be pseudo-:mtelleotUals and the tevG,risb 

activists must learn to flnd a mtt1d'l·e, :waY' $0 that eaoh 01 them 

l'l'.a1 beoome WhG~e' men i n a. str-!.etly Catllol1c sense .63 

The'eol1.ectlon or books we~tmU.l"elY ;til. aocordanoe with 

the thoughts o!'etep MaU1t'il1as many we!'e tak$ll from his reconi ... 

mended list 1n killtno1&9 . ftid.~iH!. Jobll RiCks, one of tho first 

eontr1butot$,bl'ought v'Olumes of 'O!ll, Chautard, Ilathet' McMabb, 

Luigi Sturgo and ~therVann. Fathel" Trese. the guest .speaKeS'" 

pros·en ted Siom$ Qt the n.Ame.rl~an lEc()les:1a,$tlc~.l IlEtVlewtt and a $,et 

ot ',lCrose atldCrOW'n.'t P.t1ol' to the tOllfl'l'lal open1ng, of the l1bra:ry, 

Lou MUJ.'i'pby ancl hi.s ,oa-wo:rk'e~s poeled th~it" ' pe'r.~one.l bQolts. 'and 

.t-o:rmed tbe nucleU$ at the new endea'*lor. , S1:Jter ES.ther of st. 
Va:P1 .. '()t~the.wooa$ Colle.g,$ 'in ,IndUna.$ent a. set ot the .G:%tllo'tg: 
En:c;mloQ9diIA whlch ha.d rec.entlybeen ~eplaQe4, along with s,orne 

ot tbe \'10$$01 Nwman, Berhano$, anci Good1$1'.fhel'e were also 

matty VIlla .~ ~a~1ng a book O~ tv'QJ Elaine Cuny" tou ~l't:tnt 

Mrs .. Gray.. fo~ Jhr1ne:;f Pat Ihltr etman atJaMr:s.. Snow. Although 

. -

P. 7. 
63 :Tn. QathgllSl »tm:ktl!, (May 1962), Vol~ XXVIII, No . 10, 

\ ' :>,.-, 
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thel',e were many empty shelves that day" an attempt was ntade to 

establish what Peter M~ur1n callee! s.' uCatholic iI/orker's ' Senool .. ,,1l 

Another 1n!lQvation VIas tb.s re.....estab11shment ot an old 

JesUit tradition of having the Novice,s in the- seminary spend two 

"I1eeks in poor areas visiting families, attending union meet1f1Ks, 

spending the night in a flop-house; W'Q,rtdng ln hospitals, attend­

lng 1nt~rraoial ,"stings; and tneetiJ:lgsotohap,g1ng neighborhood 

problems. They came torrinity from Col ombie,r e' Seminary, Cla.rkston, 

}Uoh1gan, a Detroit .suburb. Theil' usual t-out1ne entailed, as it 

does now in 196,7 t 61+ the opportunity to serve the men in t he 1ill9 

a.t st. Franc1s House , and on the Sunday came to V'1sit the family 

and have dinner and a d 1scus.sl on in the eve,n1ng . (Like 1n past 

years ,the gt»l$.ral consens'Il.$ WaS tha 11 the per1QC1 of time 1s tOQ 

short to tully a 1'1'1"60 1a te 'the ApostoliC' value . ) 

To ttl. MI.lrphy tamily. a pe.rsonal er-i,sls developed . It 

began the first pal-"t ot January wbe:n the1r' soo. Brian, developed 

paralysis or the throat and the l cowel' bowel , and was taken to 

Bon Secour HOI;JI:>1ta.1. Be was w1thel."1ilg away, Q,nd things lOQked 

hope'less .. After about two. week$, non Secour d1.soove1"ed an Ulcer 

on his lung and he, "aa transferred to t;hybury f •. B. Sanitarium. 

As a co.nsequenoe, t he family was x-rayed and on Mr'. Murphy a .spot 

on the lung was discovered . Despite the best care and medioation, . . 6, 
Brian died . 

64 ObattrVed: cn f!f1 visit to Detro,1t when the JeSUit· soholaa ... 
tios and tIlY'sel:t' s.erved the men. 

65 t1utCa$hollC Worker, (May 1962), Vol . XXVIII , No. 10. 
p. 7. ' " 
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'The- Ne:\,l Yea.r of 1963 b~ought a 'Visit from the .£,1er1,. 

crus&\dlng editor, f41ss Day. As Jean 8hat'ley wrot$, uSt:il1 con~ 

eerned wi thtbe dynamite !n the RomanCathol1~Ohurch the. t Is 

97 

being ' hermetically sealed ano $4\t OI! ' .:Lnstend of exploded , 

Dorothy na.yspent Tuesda.y urglngJ)etro1t ' s young people to st~.ilte' 

a fqw' matc-hss . tt66 Sh~ oonClutrted loetures to thre$ hundred and 

111"1;y s tUdents from eleven senools,in th", host school, St. Paul I S 

120 0.1'0,$$8 Point lUvGl . i'U('f:sday evening sbe splOke. before the Warne 

State; Universi t y t~Bwman Club • 

• :tn 1964" the nucleus of th., netr'O!t Worl£~r· \~as t 'o$1)Pe9oo 

its 1ntlwmo'e tal'thGr, The following letter.s indicate the dyrlamic 

infl uence of ·Lou f1urphy and his Detro.! t \'lorl,t~r Hous'C: 

Pear Tonti 

De. .tN)i .. tI. ,Mic hi gan Maron:, 964 

St. '!bomas Mo~ BouseQt Hosp1talttY 1s sU Vle$ks. 
014 today.. :i<NGJ' s11lce I first o:aml) into contact '\<11 ttl 
t ... ····he. l)$t.~Oit <la.thQllC .. t'i'Qtkel- 1n.' NOVelllbe .. tt 1.9.59 t I h~V.6 
d:~~amf1d of be. v1ng a p1a'O. of my OW'n,. Mdt.he uream 
bas. tlnal:lycom..· t~ue. Our h()U$~ 18 small, a fl'atne 
hQu$'6 we! thWQ small bedrooms , a- b::t¢k Yal'.d · and a 
i:l:ara.ge. . 

We a". :loca,ted in a ~$s1.dentl,al nelghborhood in ,St. 
Boldface Plr1sh, near the· Dett'~1t'l1ggr$ . Stadium. 
People fl'Gm tbe· sUbUl'hs ¢ons1Ii1flj' 1 t .a slutll" and true 
Fischer Exp)'es.swaY' will be coming tht'oughbere w1 th1.n 
two y.ars, Muoh ot the. property ;1.,1 a1~ead1 conaetlU'led, 
al though, ourS is ne>t ~s yet . MallY" of the houses her e 
ar~ in goed ¢'ond1tlon, particularly the l&.l'g:e , older 
oriele homes. 

. . .66 .JCtln Sha~leYl . j'Orusa.~1~ . Ed1to~ Still Fiel'Y at 6'+, li 
.I?gtro'5 Itu a:,§s.Januat-Y' 9, '1903. 



Two boys trom St. 13on1taee grade s()bool loeatEJd 
.1 t fo'/.* me tJU. at after Cbris~ma.s. and . I move. d In on 
January 2b t wi ttl: t~ belp 'of Fr. Paul HON, an 
Anglican Pl'1~$t fr·om Fbiladelpbla, and Charlie List, 
an ex-seminarian ..,tho is aet1v~ in the Young Clu'ist1an 
~"orkers . 

I was her~ a week bet or. the first guest CantEi to 
stay. He was twenty ... two years Old! and Fr. Van 
Antwerp from ~st Holy Tr1n:tty pa.r Bbsent him ov~r 
to s.ta1 untU be got on his feetaga1n. Fr. Van 
,Antwerp 1$ my eontac,t man although over halt the' 
men be" have come through otb.~ p&opl.. We went 
up to lJiX men lIl1thJ.n the first thre.weeks, then 
tour' men got jobs,three of them have oome 80 Vie a~e 
up to six again. A full house 'Would be seven men, 
and we could sleep a few more .men on the f'1oo1' for 
a night 01' st'!, There al'$ no impo$~d rUles hare. 
Everyone is free to eome and go as hopleases, :But 
we do enQourage a, man to make hi s 0WJ'l bed and to do 
his Olin dl,.hee. We have 0Ul" evening meal togettu.n". 
by candle11,Sht , and usually tbere are, a couple of 
guasts . 

We had an Gpen house' on Fe'b:rua,y 23, a.nd about 
two ' bUl'ld:redand twenty' p$opl,e, ea..me. And we a~e 
st1ll H .. v1ng cn the left over tooo.o.ne man brou&ht 
his ban30, Qtlothel' an. accoi'w:!j.o.n,anda third an e-lec .. 
trio guitar. W. bave a $1lt \oIeekold, r am" and a flve 
week old nanny goa t ., and they ran :in and out ttwough 
people fs :leg,s all through the boutSe. It was, really 
lots' 01' tun. 

QUite 'Often we will haVe -twentyv1$1tor$ 11:1 Otle 
day! 1'J'om the Grall ~ Yo-ung Christian W.oriU,!!S the 
C-n!' stian PamilY !.fovement I. .high sehool Oa teC~1sm ._ 
ola~:UJ'$. the Fl7eedom Now :part1l CU1"s1110, 8~1nar1,e$, 
relat~:v$$, nelghb-ots aM ttl,ena$. On other' ev.nillg$ 
God' allow. UlJ enough peaoe t 'quiet andprl'V'ac-y! to 
read and become: me4it a.t1v,e}. \lhieh is sobea:ut tvJ. and 
precioUS a gift. The L1ttJ.e Brother. of Jesus ar. 
only about $e"~t1 blocks tl"'an US, $ ,0 when thing!! 
:tteally get beet1'e, I 'l"-un ove1" there aM kneel 1n 
their ohapel tor a while; and: have c,ottee and conVer­
sation w1 tb them. 

A tOl'JDer YCMg1rl vho ia our llelghbol", does our' 
w4s,h1ngfree and buys our milk to: U$ taCh day. 
People have' given U$ olothing. toot'l, book' and maga"" 
z1nes, ttu"ni ture ana dJ.sheS. We tatte 9vel"yrth1llg a1)d' 
it we -Can't use 1 t we. gt va 1 t to peoPle who can. We 
had a young man living with US fo" a lDonth \tho was 

.:': .. :' 
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thB head of the Holy Tr1nl ty St. Vincent d$ 
Paul Soc1e~y. He also aoquainted us w1th the 
Freed ~ HOYT ,Party, tbe :Blaok t.rusl1ms! .. ~c1 he 
'V1.$1ted two hospitals t'egulAl"ly, glVUlg f>ut 'maga" • 
zincs and to'ba.ceo. 

We, have four wonderful priests 1n our parish, 
and during Lant I have been forttUlate enough to 
have b"ell asked to rea.d tbe'mp1stle and the 
Gospel a.t tbe Tuesday and the, Friday night r~~sef3 . 
at '7;,30 P. M. 

Ie have been going to the :five, th1rty .a . til. lIoss 
'each Saturday in Ann Arbo,l', ,SQ t h1$ means that ~,e 
get up at 3' 30 a . m., bOl'rw a car o.r stati on '>vagan, 
p10k up fr1.nds iilnd ' sing country and folk sOrlg$ all 
the Vlay there. Abotrt one hunct..red people have been 
cooing to this lIas$ eaob week , a few 1ll1n$ and 
students and III l<>t of Us woo have made th.e Cursillo" 
The !-Bas 1$ facing the· people wl th theott'e,rtory' 
pl'oe~$$,1of).!t the kiss 0-1 pe~eej and each person 
bolding a J.iebted ¢andle. All. the men crowd arotUld 
the priest inside the- 8.1 tal' rail. W~ sing 'hymnS 
dUl'.1ng the entire MlLS$ . Commun1on is g.1ven across 
the $.1 W ' wi t h ecmrulln1ca.nt& lining up single file' 
and standIng . Aft.e-rt4'a rds we go in process10n singing 
.ne· 'Colores, into the 8.0.0001 $oo:1al, hall tor br~aklastf 
,Bong!. discus'sian musi~ and talk. by three or four 
Poop e on t,n(dr particUlar apo$to110 proj~t,s . 

We ,sing Ct>Elpliile a to~ hOUSe eagn night 1n English, 
as ! leQ.rned to sillS 1t thl. ~st $um.me; \\then I waS . 
wi th you. on C~y.tl. stt"ee t . !bo~ ti,ntei f07:' Compline 
varies from 9 p.m. to abo~t 3 a . m. beoauee ot our 
'Varied scp.edu1~s . Neighbors and friencls often sing 
:1 t T:d. th us f so that sometimes' ten or tw'el v. people 
sing 1t · while at ,otoot times there are onlyt\vo 0,1' 
throe ol' 'Us . 01' ,ust ,mYself . And on ocoas1on I ~ 
too t1red myself to say i t .• 

We have been g.1ving lots of foot] and clothing to 
our neighbors, and twice now we have had neighbors ' 
boys 1Jtar over' for . the Weekend . We are wor}~1na on 
having a 1101181' and 'I1egetable garden this sumtller. 

Bob Kaye came over two weelt$ ago and· left us a 
$ta.ck of (W i $' whien we areg1ving out to friends 
alldv1s.1 tors. I still haven t t gotten out in the 
street to sell them, but that is the 1dea~ 

'Xhe Grail girls ~ve Us a beautIfUl little loom, 
and TIle all hope to become loorn-a-Ucs. There 1s So 
muc,h 'to do here , read 1ng t phone ca.lls; wr:! t1.ng, 

: .... : 
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discussion. proj~cts ,d.oan.ing up, manual as 
well as mental labor. We are trying to see 
Christ 1neaoh person we meet. We want to prac .. · ... 
tice the corporal and s1'11"1 tual wOi'ksaf merey. 
tie rea,d Fetor t.tl.urin ' s Easy Essays a.nd make them 
tne baais. :for discuss·1on. 

It.s so nice to have lots of Girls coming ove,p 
also~, Lite 'Would be a little drab without them. 
Thank God tor them! 

tie hope to staX't a girls ' nouse next doo7.'" in 
tvIo weeks if our present plans develop. It would 
only 'be big enougn f ·or two or three glrlQ .in the 
be;glnn1ng, but at ~ea$t it would be a. sta.rt. Some 
g11;'1$ trom G1"O$$8 Points plan to come down here 
for the summer, and teaoh a. six week eOUlYse in 
Bible , painting,or '\irhatever the parents and our 
pas·tor feel is needed tor the smaller children, 

Our ma.jor pro.jects at pres'E!nt a,lI'e, a birthday 
paI""ty here on Marcn nineteenth for three friends; 
getti1l€ our garden ready· $laughtel'ibgo\ll" ram for 
the Holy Thursrlay Paschal meal to \fh1ch \fa w111 in­
vite oUt' ne1ghbo~s! partloula:rlyour te.enage 
neighbors. On APr 1 fifth we will $l'tC1vl the Sa1.1. 
Francis:eo to Moso{)i..of Pea.ce Vialk , a film wllich we are 
botrw1ng from our' Quaker friend.S 1n 'Ohio . Al'o'una 
May Day Amtnon Hennaoy will be here for a fO'V1 days, 
and '","ill g1 va one ot hls ta.lkl heJ'e , 

We are taking Jesus at His \I'Ord when 
he said. 

ilJ)o not fret; then, - asking ; What are 
we to oa.t? 

or What are VIe to drink?ol," 
HO\{ shall 1>I'e find clothing? 

It 1'$ for the heathen to bUSy themselves 
over such things· 

you have a. Fatbel' in he.a.ve.n who knows 
. that you need them all. t1ake it your 

first Care to find thek1ngdom of God 
and, his a pproval, and all these thi:ngs 
. shall be yours \<1ithout the ask~. 
Do not fret, then, Over' tanor:row; leaf/e, 

tomorrw to fre~Qvet its CMn ne~d$; 
for -today today. s trQubles er·~e.nough. n 

\1e t ,h&Dk our Good God for h1e d.aily :lxl1l'aoles am()ng 
'liS, and we thank y-ou,theCathol1c Worke,rs, Dorothy, 
Amnlonf ltarl Mel~r, everyone,. and, in particular 
Peter t-hur1n, fo·r the guidaneeand love which you 

.:;. " 
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haVe shm~ me perso~~lly , in Detroit, Ch1c~gO 
and N(!w York. . There are $0 many countless people 
to tha.nk . All of you have planteQ the seed which 
ena.b1~$ us t 'o reap SUe il a bountifUl ha.:t've~t for 
the e,om1ng of t he New Jerusalem" the Kingdom where 
there will be perle,ct joy and lJIeac", hllPpi.ness 'aM 
fulfillmen.t. Where wo \<lill all be as rre~ as the 
b1rds and ,whe;re those w-ho hunger and th1r,$t after 
j us tice \d:.11 be sa tisf'1ed • 

De 00.101"e6, 67 
Dan Shay 
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Dea.r 'om: 

3313 Swede Rd . 
f.!1dland , 7tttchigan 
Febr'Ual"Y , 1<)64 

S1n¢:e my visit tilo:t'e last fall I have oOtn~tQ 
realize' t he, be~uty of t he Catbal!,c Wo:rker philosp ... 
phy,. For ttle fl%'st time ~n mY' life- Christianity 
means somethihg to me othe:t' than tearful Clho~ ienoQ 
to a set Qtru1~s which seem t o induCe an ! ns 1dlotls 
formbf hypocrisy innl(;lh1 or those who a.bide by 
them, so much so that many or Us have been cQnsumed 
by our env.ironment rather than lIlf'luencing 1t a$ 
Cll.r-1st Obv1.()tlSly intended . 

Por five months \ole: .haV'e, .st rUggled, studied and 
prayed that our family lo! ten might beeolnl;l more 
directly involved in t his Wb).'k . We tall<ed about 
the need for a pm,tsG of hosp1ta1.1ty in the Sagin.a\o! 
area., Lou Murph:y 6a"l.e U$ solne advlc, on how t o 
get the mov,E)'mentstarted ne.1-e . Ani:l th~n .it happened .. 

One day we, reoeived Q lettol" from som~ friends 
whom 'We r eeently came to knOltt thr-ough the CUrs1110 
t~vement in Sag.1n.:,\w. announdng t he ,opening ofa 
house or hospital1ty in downtown Sa-gina,.: . Unbe­
tmownst to us they had been Q,PllSltJe1"ina th1.s t or 
quite some t1me . Needlo$s to saYt \ite wer~ oVerjoyed 
and have Sin<J6 been sllend1r.lg ev~ry available bit ot 
time e1th(ll" at the house or act1l16 i n its behlillt . 
l·la.n:v pi:lOplB are intJol v'0d, but t he two wbo appear to 

.. 6'1~. catholAc W,orker. (April 1964), V,Ql~ XXX. No. 9. 
pp. 7 .. 8. 

. '~' ... 



be the real movers are Frank O. Malley ancl Frank 
Walsh. There are hOW a.bout twenty men living 
there . Tile clothing room stock 1s growing and 
the kitchen is go1ng strone . NOW that the glow 
of the Itgrand opening tt is 1tlear1ng off t we ' re 
going to have to taoe up to many Pl'OblthnS, not 
the least of Which is begging tor support from 
our fell~ Christians . The address ot the house 
at hospitality 1s st. Alexius House, llot N. 
Warren, Saginaw,. Michigan. 

31m 1:.d6y68 
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Februar y , 1967, ~ 'Athol,S \iQtk,1" 1.ndteated the latest 

pl'ogros,s of t he Detroit unit . Mlchael Cullen, the founder of 

Casa Mara in Milwaukee, made the cbservation: 

Detroit 

M10bllel visi ted Louis INrphy and tbe two 
houeea of ho,pi tali ty in Detro! t, putt1ng u p 
at Martha House at 1816 Leverette street. 
there had been two other house. , run by young 
people but they are not operating now. !)an 
Shay :ran one house i .or a few years but i .8 now 
married and 11 vinga t the tarm at. So·uth IqOnIJ, 
MiChigan ... a farm given The Catholic Worker by 
Mg,ryknoller Fr. lte.81e: years agOl and now is 
~1vided between four or five tami 1e8. Lou ' $ 
t'anthouse . is III hout.of hosp1 tal! ily on the land t 
and countless are the ectivJ.t1ee car ried on 
there over t he years. 

l:ioU$e8 have bogun and ended in other Q1 ties in 
Michigan and ~n other pa~ts of the country too 
and the caUSe may be urban l'$newal , new highways, 
or the presence ot ,some d1scoul"aging soul who 
casts a b11ght on all around so that the projeot 
1s given up. It take. a offrtaln t~~rament to 
k.ep a house of hospitality going . o9 

Through the course of the histo:ry of the Catholic Worker, 

the MurphY famUY has desperatt!ly tried to make Detroit the, 

68 'lb~ 'Qa~b2119 }tWUr, (Mareh; 1964) t Vol . XXX, No. 8, 
p. , . . . 

6'9 %M Cathola,g \iQ.lkel, (February, 1967) , Vol. XXXIII, 
No. 5'. p. c.-
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oenter or the ApOstolat~ t and , with so manY' aQt.:tv1 ties of the 

Catholic t4'orkel' :tn Detroit, there 1s a place foranyona who " 

\c1ishes to empMs12e a partioUlar talent WhilE! learning tobeoOtl1e 

a: "WhOlly integra ted Cl'l.r1st1an. t10tlJ:en are needed to care tor 

the Old ... age pensioners at St. John V1anney Ho~e. There , they 

would Qare for Christ in those l'tltnwh.o 6.re orippled, 'blind, 

deaf _ legle.ss and infirm. TrUly, this requ1res apecial ded1ca­

't1on. Apostles are ne«iell \~ho 'Wi$h to (nerease. tl:lelr' knowled.ge 

ot art and literatufiJ at th~ wol"kshopand library. YQung men 

c·oUld dovote their time and e:nergy t .O st. F-rane1s HOuse who 

do not mi.nrl the monotony ot charity, Young ~,ople can assist 

on t~ farm t() help plant in the future genera t10ns tbeseeds 

of Christ .. 11ke '1111'111 ty and' spontaneous chr1stianity. Every­

where Apostles al:e in demand and God knO'..fs that there UrEJ Jill,my 

phases of 1tlork \1hioh must yet be started . But in l)ntl"olt, the 

trail 1S blazed . 

\ -- .... ;. 



CONOLUSION 

The Catholi.o Worker in Detroit was rQunded on t he 

eouv1ot1on that ~'Veryman born has, innate <Ugn1ty ••• even 

the scrapple of human1.ty that istlskid' row" . 'The joblf)ss. 

the eVicted, the hungr y and the dineouraged wer~ .from the 

beg1nning the, 11.te ... bloodot' the 11ur phY taInil y ' s energy. 

From a. purely praetieal standpoint, ther~ 1$ great need tor 

personal charity and the personal pra ct1ce Of the corporal 

works of mel'"¢Y. AS !l Chrl$tian, the du-ty of personal charity 

is always '.dth us . 'rna Murphy family bas realized t his need 

and has fulfilled Clu'ist' s example . Charl ty is of the very 

essenee otCnr,ts,t'.an1 ty. If' we l 'ose the soeial aspect 

of' this Virtue by \ihieh men arol:tnwn o.'S' Cnrl,st1a.ns, it we 

ever abandon the praotice otpersonal charity" then \>1e Mve 

saol"1.tieed the heart of our Religion. 

The basi.ot Ohr'1st1an hospitality 1$ Christian 

lov.~ We shoo our love tor GoQ by our love tor each other; 

and 1t We really $aVI Ohr1stin our fellow man and it meant. 

more than a pious phras.e, we \fould open OUI' doo'l's and 

unite our tables with those of the poot. 

In the Bouse, ot Hospltal1 ty" The ea thol;t.Q' Workerot 

DetrOit;, entel!'ta1ned and helped the poor in a. most informal. 

personal and Christ-like manner. 'rhe, Worker reached these 

.. 



people through VoluntarY poverty. It is only when WEt aocept 

voluntary poverty, as ·d1dIou l11rph,;r and h1$ tam11y.,t that we A 

are really ready tor the war .on 'poverty tOday, r 'eady to think 

of tbft future common goQd·jl'ea.dy to open our minds to the tact 

tha:t WQ al'e entering 8;. new ,r~ and f!N$t haVEI' III VisiQn or a 

new social ol"de1' ttwb$l"einj·\1stlce and "bar 1 t'y dwell th". This 

reconstruction of th$ $()e:1a~ crd"r depends on \l'oluntary 

poverty which 'Il'e can $~pe w1tb joy and love beea;use 1t wa.s 

the means Chr1$t used. V:Oluntary p()Verty espoused by the 

105 

Murphy t'am11ymeu:mt taldng less themselves that otbet'$ ·".aUld 

have mer.. 'ltI,e·t your ab\2ndanee' .supply ttl"it \rant, u st. .Pa:ul 

said. So in lOJering hi$ standal'd of 11 vlng, tou !tlrphy has 

lUted; Qthel"stoJ:' hf# realizes: that man 1. man. beoause of what 

he 1s t ratht8!1 than beeaU$G of what boo has'. !his gulct1ng prine·i. ... , 

pl, wh;tch has be,en the Murphy 's motive tor the past tbirty years 

1. the tocal pOUlt in Pope Paul VI ' .8 Eneycl:1cal," PopUlal'un:t 

Prog,re$:si.ou. For he stat ••• 

o1:be development ot people nas the, Church's 
·¢lose attention, P8.ttioUla:t'ly the, de-velopmeht of 
thoae people wb.oa.r., striVi,ng to.soa~ nUt.\gel', 
m1$&17, endem1cd'1sea.$es and . ignorance •. of ·those 
whoa.re l'Ook1ngfOl'Qw:tdel' shal'e to~ the benefits 
'Of clv~11zatlon and a more active 1nlprovement of 
their human qualities; of thOSe who are, aiming 
PUl"poae,tully at the1r comple·te lult111ment. 

Followlng tM Second Vatioan Ecumentoalt C'ouncil 
a l'ene"ed eDn$oiOll$ness ortn. tleman4e. or the Gospel 
makes, it het' duty to put herself at the se~'vlee of all. 
to _lp' them gra$p thel~ ser:tou. problems .in all 
dimena1oll$. and . t ·Q convincer th-em thatso11da:r.'i ty 
in actton ~t til1·s tutn1ng p~o1nt in buman ,history .1$ 
a matt"l'o.t urgency. II 

.. : .... 
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By insist:l,ngon translating the grandeur of Christian 

th~ology into suoh sim;Pl~, terms a:~ teed 1ng the hung.ry or' nursi~ 

the Sick, The Catho.l1.Q Horker has not bell t tle'd theology but 

enhanced its a.ppeal. Many a yaung p~rson who comes to t he st. 

Francis HOUSe un).,.ttored in theologY' ends upeaget'ly deV'f)Ul'lng 

4ugust,1ne:, Thomas and 13o.D.avonture. fhls movement , \1h1ch never 

$ought pow.r bas more 1ntluenee than one 40Uld equate. 

As1.d.ef'rOttr tak.ing care of the body-ot man, the, st. 
Franc1s HoU$8 of Hospita11ty l1ket the iBrent foundation in 

New 'fork, 1. in .act1ve sympathy wi tb ttl. gJ."ow1ng la,bol" movement, 

publioizing bad Vlol'k1ng conditions" joining ana organizing 

un10ns and plottet l1ne,s and in lEnt$ d~tl0 waY$ halp1ng wag~ 

earners se~\U"e.1ustit1able ob3ect1V1es; 

In it&. or.lgin a.na fi'et stage$ ot developnent, social 

reforms 1Ie1-8 large_1Y a by-proQuot of .AmettefA)l:i.zat1on , then 

the groat need ot the Chvolh tnthel'Go$nt, past tho: Catholtc: 

sooial movement; encouraged by Popes ana dedicated .laymen like 

J)orothy> Day and ~ter }.taurin, bas been p~eoeeup1ed w1 tho the 

problem crea.ted by III hon1tYing e.~onom1C) cr1,1s. In t his 

atomic ago of 'today and t~otrOlit th18Ca~ho110 Social aotion 

ot the Detroit paup may well help a.e-rve the caU$e of world: 

Ordf!!r t 01" the o.nly safeguard ot peace 1s social justice aM a 

contented p$,ople" 

The foundation of the Catholio '\IlOl'lUt:r HOuse 1n Detro"t. 

Vas sueae$$tulthrough the influonce of Archbisbop. lat~l" 

Cardinal , ictwal'd ,Mooney wbo wa:; exoeptionally active on th. 

labor front . !hus, am.a \:11 th the~:upport ,of t he Papa'OY 

.': ... ,; 



through the EncYClicals , 8<!rwn t{OV'll\ml and Q\ylSru:\ges\!tl2 AD!lSh 

a.nd the support or J\l"chb1$hop Noapey, the Saint Francis House . 

began1t.$ la'bor~f love. ThroUgh tho Rousl'! of Hospitality 
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tl1n the ,sha.dow {)f the OhurQ:h" men would be recalled to Cbrist 

nand t o th~ job ot rebt11.lding the s.oc1a1 'Order. (t By th('l tn1ssion 

field app~aen to. !gef'o~." Lou Mu;r'pby furn1shed a sense of di.rae­

tion to the' enla:rging oOl;'ps' of Co. tho110s allXiOUS to o·ruaad'e tot" 

$Oc1al j\\st1e • • 

fU1'n1ng to th~ $0;1.1" was. Mother ta.,¢et ot the 1.ou 

r~phy' .s .nd"avQ~$ . Gelt't;:1ngelose to OOd ' $ ~arth antlgiVing 

an ·exaIl1pl~ to oth$rs in htlliT to put C.hri$tlan ide-as i nto iPra'O­

t1C$ !In So w,er'!! ~ac·tleal tDamtrr\4as the 'secret otPetor Msur1:fl\ f :s 

philosophy ,as well AS his f 'ollower , LOU Mui'phy_ 'lhey a;re also 

Ptov1dlns' thfJ alt~l"native a,tlt:l th¢ anSWSl" to "'lhat 1s ea11ed 

llore.ei'p!ng $o¢la11St.!l, It to theWeltar~ St ate and all its enslaving 

·consequenQ~s·., to ComtilU1'l,1sm as well ~$ to '~ otb.er things, .in ... 

eluding the usomethitlg tor' noth1na':t ph11.Qsophy, lhe 'inflat.ion 
-

and higb. :soft li~1ng , wh1eh are: 1.n l"ea11ty the ~eason tor wal' 

eeonomics promoted by gova!'nt'flQ'rtt$ in order to kee'p ~opl~ on an 

1:Ulnatural level of so.eall~d prosperity. The families in the 

budd1ng Cbl'ls'tj..anl"ural eomr.tuni ty near South Lyons , l-t1obigan, 

have tt:iUM the afl$\ot.er to depr ession aJld t he way to peace. 

Perhaps. Pete~ }hurin best sutmnar1zo~, the vO:Jm ot LQu 

~turPb1 and fSJn11y in M.s t$$~Y on ,&\1nt FranQis~ the }ntl'cn of' 

tho Detro1 t 11;011$(91. 



\i/hat Saint Francis Des1red 

That men w:oUld~ive up StQ)erfitAo\is possesslon$t 
St. Francis desired . 

'.rba t men would 'ltJork wi t l1 their' hands. i 
st. Frane.is. desited. 

That .men w()uld offer their services as a gilt, 
St. ~anci$ desir,ad . 

That men 'Would a$k ot hel' peopl.e for h$'l p when 'Vlo.rk t ai l ed 
them., . 

St. Francis desi.red. 

Tba.t men 'flould l ive' a s f.r~e a$ birdsw. 
St._ F:rana1s desired . . ., . ' .. -, -

That men woUld go through life ~1V1ng thanks t o God tor 
H1& ct.tts . 

St. Era-neis Aes1red. 

{ '~" .:" 
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