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PF'MAC1i: 

}".\V first i!!lpol't..mt contact ~.ri th P.J.ax-mdarf lwolsk;y ~Mm"~cd dudng t.b.<C! 

SIl.-mncr of 1964 in :tr" John Hcllar Ds g:ii'nduato (Joureo on t:ftnet~th Cen~ 1r:!~ 

et"ia'lism. The course CD.l'l"ioo impe~'iol1E:1't,ie octirttiM dum to the outbreak 

of liQrld I~:U' 1. . Fnowing tlrot I ,108 'fiery intGrGstoo in Sle.'!7ie history, '1' . 

~fohlU' su- i thn'i:, :;: do my pnpell" :t07f 'i:,hc eO'i.U'sa on 4.1e:rtL'1ctC1!' !svobky, tM 

.an t..Jnom he eontlideroo most l'sp:t'osmtati ve ot t.ustliM im~rialiom~ 

I l-1l"Ot5 F.~' 1'"'I'lPEl!' on IsvolBI~ and became v~ int~estoo :in end i'aseiM"" 

ted by him. -1-. f),rr/1Y'A a:;lru.. ... Stocki , f'rm 'Jhor! ! took SElVa?ru.. courses on Slno 

Vic E\1roP() " mOOU!"Bgcd .. i(l " as did Dr. t-;nl'!A:r . to pursue a full"'i'her stud;y' or 
evolslQr. I chose svolstc;v as !rY thesis topico and under the unl.imted 

patience of .my t.l,.esis o..dviSe11' s :W8' 4ltred I"o;l~, I Mve written the toll~Tilllg 

arm". 

'lhio :mrk dOGS £lo·t cicl.m to be n definitive and e:chtlusti vo sbld,v of Is .. 

vol sky @ tho papE'll'" opans the lnet tT:lcnty yeaJl's ot mss1.a:n foreign policy b(')." 

fore \;Ol"ld l:a;r ! , but i ts he;ames~ conoenuation eovoys the last tat!!' yeors 

Pl"i.o:!:' to t.."1e WN'~ the years during uhieh rovalsl~ "I'M "llssinn ~.m.bnssado!' to 

,,-anCG. ~JhUe Isvolsky had beon Russian foreign mil'..1su,I." , 19Q6",1910 t be bad 

cro'ried on mt 'ldvenwOt!s and aggressive foreign poliCl" ~1bioh led R\lsErla ~ 

an estrange!!;s;-rt vi tb t ustrin .. Il'lVolsk,y did not f OX'get. the hWI!tUin~O'll that 

he had suffel"oo chu'ing the Bosnian Cl'isis ot ~908 .. He ourled that roscmt .. 

ment to P~ri s , l1h~e that rc.centmmt. gradul1ll.y assumed e.n Bnti ... Gel"'.nOlll f..la\1or . · 

wolsky would never forb! V<a Gennnny r~ 7.)ncking Austria. to the hil t d'tlring 

the Bosnian Crisis . In thnt l'oS]:,ect. 'le:rrnMYo oven more so then AU$trlD. ~ 
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~lns l'lSsmnsihte fo1f' bis mmiliati iefent" 

Uprm Isvole~ll6 t'\:"a..!!'1af'~r to l?a~.s in -:t.h0 fill oi' ~~no" Iswolsky still " 

~ont1nuod in..-!'iuautCG FussiM fOE'oiltll1 pol.i(l,y by dom1x1.'lting his ueak",,:rUled 

cueC(;)SI3O!!' 1.1'1 the foreign .I'lWlist~yg SEl!"ge ~a.:zonov .. HE! gr~~utllly WO!l'! Sa~O~O'I7 

over ~ ~e beUet thai the omly t.te,.y that I:Ussis could reru.iBtl hru> ~t'ltorlo 

oil3sionO ot eonquer:i..ng tho St1>.!l.:its T110u1.d be thl'o~h l1I1wopea..l1 oomp1.1Mticn5sn 

~s9ia l'Iould ao~lr.itish this go~ in cOlnplicity'fdth fil-MCO D t"ho ~ ~'u>cmgh €!. 

'ar wi th G~lllW Q ho to regain h~ lost pl"o'l!incos" Iwolsky t.rou.!d sl~11y 

turn t..lte dei'enei'Vo Fral.llce ... flusS"lM miMeS of 109Z into lll'l off;'onai'!7e \J'OOPOl!'1 t 

and would be~ to 0 grant det.,11'oo , ono of the indiwidualls most responsi.ble fQr 

he (Jutbrecl{ of \,;m:'ld tiar I e ytltJne I·t"\X'«lIMnt1i's \I'~k, lJa .&i$S2. r~ '·1bien is 

n Frmeh tE'~slation of W.lss!on dO\JtlrlonW, contnil'1S Isvols!;yOa diplOllla.tiC 

C01:'P:'ospondmce whilG he Tr1aa ilmbassado:f> at Pa.ris ~ 1s the roo.1n inenr<linn .. 

ti.!n3 e'!rldalloo in tho c€I.se ~ainst him_e 

!ii,.,yr....i ~~o;i,It on~ ean detoot only f'om> lGtu,rs .J1"i tten by Isvolaky 

~1!lg June~ 191 4~ As .f'0l" the lloot..ll of Jt!ly~ LE}'U'Olek;y' wrote a aho~t l~ttm" 

on July 1 s At't~ thAt , h~ has no l'ecordod correspondence Mi'j.l July tr.>r ~ 

~I!;y is tl'Im'e such a large g$P iEl 19'!701sky' ~ £1 col'l'Paapondeneo7 Cel~tainly thi1'l 

e~s ratber uru9Ual tor n wri tm aa proline as I ttro'olsky $ )?(;1;"hQpe much o&' 

the oOl':raspondmce of thes(3 months eontained illlcl'"lr.linat.i.ng: evidetllco Qgainst 

him p :1outd this gap be the rosul t of n pro.dent hol oemlSU SUeve maintclns 

that thEn"O is no defini~ JmOliTledge on this point, but t.1tQt tho sv.ddem stop... 

1 
page of Iovols1:y t s correspondencE> jus'('.if'ies t..~e quection 

!svolsky has hod t30me l"oth9l' htlZ'sh en tics thZ'onghout the yOO!'S e Rio 

oZ'i ties bnvo had i!ll'l.!lW unkind lioMa for hi!l1 . For ezmple p Boghiehetr1ch. 1'tho 

~'eJI'blan m.'inistEW to Paris ~ &rlin~ i'>Ad the to11o;ri1'lc~ enm-Go ~gainst Isvol!'JI~ 8 

., Stl~e. Mwicn. 1 
!!&'1 Y01/Gk ~ Alfi>ed A. Il'..nopt~ 

~ ood ~...JI, ~l!! ~t trmns . by E3 ~f. Diekes . 
9 • p. 209. 
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nrfts ~~l"i tical decl.e.rntloms Buec000cd it'!. m.ak'J..ng him I11?PEJ.~' b$i'o!'$ the 

Em.·opt')all cebineto 00 M ad1J'Gl~sa."7 of FuOst02l Pan",Slo.vi~. (Jf uhicn he W!lS on 
the oont:t'1lZ7 '0= the COU!!"M oZ the lila!' 0'1 ~9'a l} d~onst1:"ated. it, "" ... Me dc\l1.nOO 

soul t\ t~2 Th~ ~l'an~h S~tc~l\t i::."il\951. Judetv ,fas highly crl ticru. of :i:ovolsl;V 
" 

in tl. lattol' to 'PfJ./1'is ~s.1Bw JanUtn"Y W'; ~924g 

,,'" (:wolslQr) apperu:'M to me at once 1 .. 1 his true color.,, </> 
wbiob ~1ere onlY' ~0:ued to tho wOl"ld lat~ ="" blU'ti!~ 
t~ U'.!lnI!i'O!'m the :):~t1eo ... fI!:u5s:1~t1n &Ua.'lCO ilnd 'I» dabMco 
i 'w origine.l charMW f 't'm>m~ t t f'r()!l3 a }.-"'Urely defen .. 
s-lve ·~ .. eaty i~').to a 110apon oj' oifanao, t! .. !s'\Tollllq luld 
come here M his eounu-y°iJ l"~l"$sent,.'lti.'I1G to tnaka couna"" 
ings in Fltenoe a..1!'Ad '00 ptt!Y as ambassad(ll' the part. 0:.'1 
·yhich hie heal't UM sete,' 

'''an Ra:li'mOM POincD.r-'c , IwolEj!'i,Y~3 o.1.ose !rie~ nnn co1laboratol"c could no~ 

absolve Imro1.shr or the chargoe lIgllinst M.m" rus Poinoare set out to do 

in his ~'!mo~. but he una unsuccessfUl ~ As Plt'of'esso:r HeJl':r:1 ro.rneo notes * 
"He (Poinoare) has proved IO'U'olsl;'!T to be t.rrO!lg 1.2'1 iragnl'd to c(:)l"tci.n dota:Uo~ 

but 1ll00.zhEll's in l'ecl. essooticls . ttL). l3e.l>:!1l0S i'm-th0:!" et.ates t.hat if' PQinclU" 

.fmJ.ed t,o cleat' Is,,.,ols'-'-y 0 he doubted th~t nnyone also could cl.ear him. 

~~Mte'I1C3l' liSVolst:~r.~s degroe of guU t £01' rss\,»nsibili ty for: Wo!'ld i;l~ I t 

ho is nonetheless one of the prl,ncl.pcl. figul'eo in the mr.m~~ thAt led tB the . 
oo.tbreak or the Wru' e I.e indi~Jidllru.S go, Isvolsky deslSl"ves a groat amount of 

bbne fal' tll.ll" rosponclbUi tw. Bo did not apply the brakeo to Russian tOl"oigIl 

policy when it ~1ould have bocm ~edS.e,nt for him to (!o so. .-totb~ 19 he ehose 

the ptlth of adventu.:re. Tht\S o one could pel-hAps bent ~udge hi~ in the l1~bt 

of ~~iont0t!!qUiCPU ~ s wo:s>ds on Wtl.7f mul.t3 l1'lbo tJi'Ue llUth~ of uar is not he t1ho 

deelmoas :t t t he 'Mho makes it necessary. ~ 

on, Robel't~. lhe ~!'JBj.~. J:mnock.ll ~~mro~ ... t 
A.erC . ,BorIJ. a 1921, pp. 88",,39. 

·01fLt:S 

Sti~() e P.. 17 & 

LJ.aar~ &mee, IlA REl'Il'ised V'(ffdiet on G1til'\'t. of lSB·~onD for the ~'ol%'ld tiaa' , » 
~.F.m! Rt£?to~ XM(Atllgtlst . 19Z? ), 6a1e682~ 
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Il I . RUSSIIJ3 l'ORElGN POLICY UNDI.>R NICHOLAS II UP ro 1906 

. th t he lapss oJ: the P-ainsuranee 'l'rea ty :;d ttl Ge~ 110 1890 t Rua sin 

had to look elsEr.lhEiE'i9 gor a p4U"tnm> 'in foreign affairs ~ Of tho :four o'fue1f 

.major :m'ope~ powers besides (nss-lao oLdy I!i!gltuld Md iranoa appeared M 

likely nlliance J;llrtnore ~ lalsda. c<:mld no longer count on Gel"MnY. sinc!3 

Germany had i'.siled U> rene'l t he Reinsurance Treaty. ~~ei ther could ahe look 

to !mst.!>ia ... l:ru..1I1f~ar;r tor Q p1l1"tner" 5il'U~O that empire u M Ge1~runyna junior 

parmar in t.he 7'riple Jl,lliance ~ ':'oreover, over the yesrs p fnssia and &.ns"" 

tria..,TIttngnry boaan to come to odds with each other, sinee their interests 

mot hoad~cn end clashed in the OOkal'ls ~ Aust:ria",Hungary hoo 11 large Slavic 

alar,ent ,·71 thin her El!l:IpiE'3 Q while ~sein hod designs of holl" m-1n tor the Slaw/" 

in the Balkans ~ Thus 0 l.ust.!"iQ .. 1itmgary did not seem n sui table allimlce 

'Pru"'\t..~er for rruS$ia ~ P~thor b ' 'UslSia had to l ook to ;restern ElI.u-o}::~ , to mg"" 

land or to Prll...VlCe e i'J.lianea J.';' th Dngl~vtd lJould not sam so SOClll"g e silllce 

.""ssOo!.ilgHsh interests cl.ash~ on ~e hinges of the 1bJ\ssi&.'l Empire ..... 

Persia, !fgham.tlt:ln t Indit;!. ~ and th.~ Far East o These common 'toints of frie ... 

tiOIll lJoold not make for a stron3 !!.llliMC$ oeuiFeen t he U-YO cOlU'rtries , l·Iot>a", 

over ~ ~ssi8. ~as soon to launch a au-ong 9100nomic penetratio!''! of the Far 

'Mt . Thus RussiA had to look ~ Frsnea for alliance .. Although Thlssia a..l'ld 

~ Moe lmd :radically di:rrerMt toms or gOVen1r.1ent ..,~ abtlOlute morull"'cby VS t 

rePlblicanismo they had no C~® ~inte ot eontliot . ~ htld boon 

lirance 0 s enl evor since ht:l1t' defeat in -:the ::-l"Mc()<:o~ssi Jtl!t' . ~ si nce 

,many had roomtly. allO'Aoo ties to lapse between hersclf' arad Fblssia, Rutlco 

sia hop«! to come to terms td th noe.nce, bet'ore Frmea would C0>'!l9 to term 
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wi th Ge:rr.lany& and thereby isolate Ii.lSeia. 

'i.'he hoped ... i'oK' :f!>a.nco", ~ssian illia,!l9G was not long in eo:uing . Thls&a" 

made achrm1ces to Franca in 1891 Q mm the i;to10 countrrics eignoo an agromlel'lt 

on 1.Uguat. 2:l of t.h.at yenr .. 1:he foUoc-r.l.ng year the ttro oounu'ies extendoo. 

that aea-oomant into a f'omru. mill Wy convention. The ta..'Ii"t)lS of this secret 

tiJ.litllll~e ~a~ som~lfhat startling ~ 

In case the f'OB"COS of' th(2l 'Il>ipte Alliano0. 01" olne of the 
por.7m s whioh ara a party to itD sh~d be lItoblUzec) , 

Mea and ~ttlSSiF.t l at t.tJe til'st indication of ti".l.C ovent, 
and withoot. 0. previous agreement baing necessrut'Y, shall 
mobilize all of their forces i mmedi ately and sirnultand 
eotlsl;vo and shall tJ.ocns:~t thsm as near to the1Z' .fZ'Qillt", 
iara as possiblee •• ~,eaa forces sh~ begin comPlete 
ettan u1th the gr13ates'i dispntehQ so th.at CoE'mm\V .-:ill 

have to fight at the sam(2l time in the East end in the West. 1 

Thlssia officially confirmed this .nUisnce on :ceee!l2bar JO, 18930 and ~OOM 

did llka..nse on Jaw:uwy i}, 1891:,• 

'funs , by the yeaI' 1894q i:1usS1a ugain hod a definite orlmtatiota in tQ'g'"" 

sign poUCYe '.the 'fi"ip.ls Allianes in geH!C!l!'el .:md Gaz".'IllUV in pa.rticulw be ... 

CA.~e the t.,m-get of fran~..,llissiM fOlreign po1icy'& it tins the focal point at 

wMe:lh the 1"OOi$!i'l.t l!dli t.nr;r eo..!il~et'ltion aimoo. ~ In tJmt '(T~ yea1f .Jioholns II 

became emperor of Russiao t:! though a tIM of mediocre e.bl1i t.y. he ",me to 

suft(';J!' a dismptiol1 of ecmtinui t;1 i ll t'oraign poltc1. Sil'lCa he ".;ould lack 

capable men i llt the :i't').o.""EIign offioe to a.d~jlse hk:. In the p;."ccooing c.a.1Ittl 

before NioJ!olas IIo three men .... ..., l-Jessel!'od.oo Gol'chakov~ .?nd Giel's had s~~l 

f our Utll'O 1'31 thftUly in the f'lru.d of foriiign 3!,fairs . & t..houf.h these man 

made i11l\19v:!. t.abla miata:.':os in the r ool.m of t01"ei.gn poliOyo they helped keep 

F.'Ussian foreign poliey on tl...'l evan keel . tJnde!' Nicholas , ho:.rmex-, 'lblesin 

t'1ould loee he!' oonttmrtty of poUey~ fol" her f'Olt"aigli! policy Hould taU i~to 

the hMdo or medioaro men. rns.ny of BMm ws!"e adventm-G1"s . In Mntl'ss't to 

=9 OtTen, p. 22 • 
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only the three moo who had guided "usBian fOil"C'Jign policy during ".the post 

eenir.tu-:lr, we men would sewe Uieh.ol.M du.~ the first 'i::,ien~ yelll!'g of hie· 

reign" 1\It, is ¢1'.d'z'roEJly ul1li'ol>tt:ElEl.t~ that the ts~ '.nth the least cBpt'.bili", 

ties of real leadOI"ship sliotlld also Mire bl9~ baoked by the weakest c,r t~", 

eig..11 ministries in a contn!"Y'. ~2 

Nicholss retained 'Ghe capable N. K. Gier15 M his for.t:ligti!! ministru- t'th~ 

he bOQ::nno tsar . Giers. OOi<TI9VSl' o diw the ne:lCt yonr~ in ~ 895 .. 'lUs maccesso:r 

in the i'o&>Eti.gn mird:sWy was 'Count At B. Lobano'!1. an eXp®l"ienecd l'lt.d able 

stateOllltm. As Is't'olaky SLWS 8 !lae Has a mN¥# selg~ by bi!'~'1 . snd also 

distingu10hed as a historiMand c roM ot gl'ani learning . He l;as a CDl'I99l' 

diplomat. !13 I~ family l'9Monn Lobalilov rooaj.ned out of the d1plo..'TIat.ie ser", 

vice ror a good pnrt of his life. ~e was ambassador at Conste.r.t.tnople be .. 

tore bsco.':!ling fore1('?1l min:!:stell" in 1895.. H.£;) o hOHe~" di9tl i !!!J 189'7 0 ~h11e 

QCCotlpanytng Nicholas on a trip abl"oad e I t tIae to Count tob!'.nov timt Is ... 

vol sky owed r,1M,Y ot his good bl'el!l1{s in hb Mrly diplOCta'Uc career$ S:O!:' 1-0 ... 

bano'l1 TllSS like a fathe:f to Isvolsky during Isvolsky ~ s eCl.!fly ca:.N)(9l" . 

It uM in April , 1891, that the l.nstri'an E'Qperol"o Fran~ Jotlophp netted 

CIte Pete:rsbul'g .. hbilEl thGl"Sf he and his tOl'fciglll ministeJ' e C-otmt Goluchottsld i 

concluded 1m -agr0ema"1t III th :hlssit!l. . which !.JUt the aalkM$ flon iea~ foY' a 

decade. !lP.,oth po'.rers agl'eed to cOcoOpel'ate to p!'ose/.'v0 ss i'@' as possible 

the status quo in the Sl'193 and to hl1.."tinta.l.n the closUl'e of the St1'ni ·~s . 1',4 

'ib:ls tl.g!'EIDL100t ,ost impol'trort £01' 1 t ollOMld the r.e:rt, ""iwu:lml foreien 

I'!1ni ster. ; ~Ul'av.:. ev. t.o ptW'cuo (1..111 adv~tu~ct\e; pel! oy in the ~ &\s'i:. . 

Count t ~ lol . avia'V, !-1ho b~ell:Ile fo!'eign mimsteF' in 1897 j 'Gi'~til a. mtm 

os m~st mediocre capacities. ~ pt.U'sui~ M ac1vontw.'ot!s poliey~ Kuravi~iJ' 

===2Jelll.vlch D Brut>baf'a. h. C$lAt.¥..i g! L1t~~@\ !PW~ ~o 1Q,t~'±p 
;~ Yq!'lc ! J . P. Lip¢ncott Co •• 1 64, p ~ 224. 

JTsvolel~o Uexandel'l' , ~oool1(;ctJ..QP.@. Qf &. ?..Q~ .. :t'W.H,w]..J?i~ , Gal'den City, 
. l e 8"Doubladayo Page, & Co. P 192~ C I'. 166: 

... te1n,;~l(lh~ p . 231 • 

. " , .. ,.; 

:3 



t1ished to extend !lusninn aconoma il1li'lU€J11M in the l,'a! Sines he did. 
" 

notftJt:'sat .le;" to hn'G'o enti:re It:!ontl!"ol ov~ China~ hee in Hovcmbar g 1897. m"O" 

~osorl that '1lssia ssize oont.!'ol of I?01:'t At:'t!mr. In thin sc[-cmG. ' tlraw~ev 

Hon t.he !lUtmOI't of Nicholas . Pe!'haps one reason fo'!' the tSt3.1' aS Q.g!'eeimg to 

tZtll"e.\devO s plan lay in Nicholas D ,ris! t to the Fe.? £..'\$1', in 1891 $ ,.hile 111 

.Tnuim du.v.l.ng tlw,t yea:t' e tJicholas had an nti:.mpt on bis li:fe ~ This iIlcid~t 

gll'l7e l'iee to a feeling of a'Pltipatby end hatred on the part of l'licholl1s for 

Japane.5 This e~lsoda greatly 1n1'1:'.1enooo Nioholas ~ t'e,zo 1'.e.5tre~1 pou.e:v~ 

:illiM II of Ge:'''M£mY enoom.·ag~i the ts~ in his poliey of ndvMi'.m'$ in t..~e 

'ar l'hs·t e ill his lette.l's to t,he tSOl' q he l'el~aatedl.y pressed ~9 eOl!S;.n ... 

uko np the s(o)'o!:"d ot ful"ope against '~he tlYellou Pt'llI1.l. .• et ~It uos eS!'taicly 

in the tnt.('jr~st, at Gs!'m!!.uy to meotu-ago lhssia to invol 'We hool'st"J.:t in Ch1l'Mt ~ 

fo'!' ther03 6]:le .. iould infIVl tably !'Un into Sri Uch o~pofli tion. 1\6 ~1ore0't70:':' t at 

the Sfl'!l9 t.i!!1t:J g "iUiam y,lae ('~cour3ging t:m ,~lo«>Jap .. ~~ne cllit'.:."leo; su~h M 

ollie.noe <I:rould strmgthM Japll1!'l t:Il'ld uould ine:roMo tho ohc..na9~1 of a ooaf.lil'.lt 

wi tho ~sm.·~ e'1 

" i th all t..h:i.s eneolu·~ge.n.ent for a strOl'l..g Far E-nst,e;rn polit.'Y 0 it 'tm.'· 

e~.gy i'O!' t:l1ssie. in ~ 898~ to ext.x>aet fi>om China a 25 y~ leMe to the t;!aoco 

tlmc pm1n9t1.l~ .n.ll'ld tho right to build lI. Itlaw.l b,,>.oa at Pb!'t o,rthur £ll'Ad a 

merob.:!. part at Mn.v.8 For this str01'.£ poliosr,. Isvolsl.:y chicJod lo)UZ'a.'lJi 

om ... 

• 

He S~13 t..'I19.t Murltv.iew t U'lt-rho vas as desti tn~.e of :i:'ora':..ltcught as he lms i~o:r"" 

Mt of the affairs of tho Far East in ptU"ticule!" ~ lt1~6 faecwo.'too by a Sell!, 

;bioh pl'Q.nised to incr~ase M$ plSZ'sonal prestige. 1:9 IS'\1'olsI!;1 also crl tieizE!ld 

~uraviaw tor flntterlng nicholas and tor giving Nicholas ~~ exaggerated nOe 

"1:.ion ot Me t:01l10l' and ndm:i.nist:!:-ative :talents. In the diroction or syco~cy, 

nC"~e surpaGso1 Count r<\u'a··· 

c=" 6IGVOlsky~ ppe 261 9262 .. 
,Je..'ta'!ioho P!Je 239",240Q 

-$ 
10 

6Jabw.eht p .. 2:3'-\ . 
9Isvolst1T. p e 119. 

7 Iswolsky 0 't' . 31 .. 
10Thi,d •• p~ 2?B& 
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::::Uring Mu.rnvio~o s f oreigl'l mims"l:.r'lJ the l"i'il'st Hagus Conference took place 
" 

in 1899. This ecnX'ermce ~ o,-,l.',\t.Icl by Russia, did not .o.ccompliah t oo ~oh. 

sinea most of the mojo!' nu.·ope3e! !='Owe!"s 1tYG:ro d.e~r..J.:r involved in the F!I.l' ft\ste 

IJ. t.hou.e-h the gove!>l!!t!Cl'lts reachod no dls~ent agremlmt Q they cii.d ntte:m:ot 

l'egt'late the condt tiona ot' wui'!'.1"e() am t hey did establish an int~:l'!':I~," 

tion~ court. of arM trfat.10lil. Russia. moot likely oalled this o()n:ro1f~Ge '00 

we the i'o«ru.s off the tansicm in the Fal' hosts Yet~ "Ruasirt 7 1:'1 the :?G1f 

Ltl.st could not bo isolate::! fio'om 2ussia in i<.ho t~aGJi" East and &l1~Ms ¢ • ~. 

In a ':lord the China questiol!1l ~iM rut s phase oX' Fu:ropea.1Il polit.i.cs~ ~11 

In fMto tho FDN 1as~~n qUGStioll! beoMle a matter of l.yo;rrld imPOl'tancsQ '!ho 

um,ted $U).tes tEied to maintain a!l "Opm Doo!,11 policy ilith aoespeot to Chil1!rto 

and urged tnl!)sia to rela.."'t hel" aggressive eMnomie penetrat"ion oi' t hat t'l0W\l.~ 

~. In a si_ulp...l" ll'lruUle1" p Dri taino Y!'a..'100b Gel'!!'..an;V ~ and Jnp2l'l vel'e also 

guil ty of dismanb~i~g Cb:in.ri ~ ·.iM.le vieui~ tilt,) sl tuation hom tlla il.meJri erul! 

point or vlerr-t i~ 1900. John HaY$ hterl¢n ee roving GIl.'Ibassadoll"e Yit'oite s t!fh>ro'lCI9 

is Ruflsi.lI 'S harlot .-, to her O"..nl f': l"iovous damage . §112 In other t-101'CS e liay 

eould not :?it!,llre out 111ly ft>Mce supt:X)rted l"Ms!Jian penatrntion in tho l"ar 

~atlt9 "')E'l'naps he did not h'llO!rJ of t he SOOl"'ot "ranco",IOls£!1~ ag!'eement" 

In ~9~O , (,.gMt V. Na Lamsdorf b eC€\Ii19 foreign rdnist e/f e He Wll.S sobGl' , 

hlll"rl .. -;,orl:.ing , and a good ll&n1nist?ator. but he laekad Et;..'"Pe:timca i~ Sel"n00 

~broade 1:3 lie , moll's thO¥! most !JEJople in the ii'uGsir:.n £'oraien ali'ice, was VO!f'..J 

pro .. Fl"mche 14 t '!\.."llsdo).'i' COYJti~ued fMasia ' s nggl:'9ssive policy in the F~ i-ast .. 

:t~tU.s lad to eo gradual de'd;a£"iol"aticm of' Russian r e1ntiollls t-tl th Japan . 

f'ttrtnar E'usgia....'1 nove in China and Jores brought mssia close!' to tha bt"ink 

of wOl" ut th Japan. '!he United States ~Jns still 'I!~ much int.arest.ed in t1ry"" 

'ort !~ashil!lgtQ!!l. 

13Je1avioh, p _ 225 ~ 
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i!::!g to el.ell.!' up th~ lSi tuaticn i n the t 8 EO-;fI!)Vaz' fi J'olln ?~y 9 El lette~ 'W 

'''rosidElnt i'1oosc,,,,a1. t il11 190) sooaoo to be ooe of despair "'Ild indii'i:~G:e'~@O 8' 

"rc~i~ In th a gOVe1f!l.r:len't with t"hcm !llO'l!i!Mi ~ is a scienco is a.'I'! e::...~t:;nel:r 

di.ificrul t and delicate m.at"~~ 8 8.8 ::19 a!;"O Mt M1lrgoo .n t..~ t hG tml"S ot the 

i'lussilm soul :md >10 mlljT let tI'!.$m go to tho devil a't their rn.m S'iTset '.rill .. ~~S 

Lomooort, on the oth~ haM, slco tdshcrl to Gue B mOl-e M mWS r;cl.i 

in the Foalkans z ho ldished to a'l7Oid w.:y entanglements im the !ial:' East iIlhich 

~Jould 'hind!?,;!." inssla ~ s f'l'eooorn of' ectio.'!h m JiUrt)pEl . 16 I e'? ho did l'!O~, rasigm 

from the foreign mims'W>y 0 EI'Vcn though he opposed 1ru.sm~n pol icy in K03'ea~ 

tbsr he otfo:roo t...l,.e tollo:.nng theol'Y as the l'eason fOX" rmaining at b>.is 

POS~1 In l?ussia the mmst\M" or foreign oi'fairs could not resign his post 

lntil c1i$ll'!1ssod by his SOVSi'ol~& fl..1tl sole flLrwtion ::.ras W study the qu~'" 

tions pfxl'ta:lnit'..g to the al!peror ~ s foreign ralot..i..Ms .:md J:)rCSO!lt his eoncl.\l1lQ 

sions t.llo empe7(>Ol" . :L1Il M.s qual! ty as nutoe~a't. the empe.!'ol'l' nolllld dooide 

rOll Ol' ngnimst , and his docision would then be obligatory llpon t he toreign 

minists!:, . 1-r Thus L3m.sdo:rt continu¢;d at. his post o e~m when he ceMoo to 

exsrci. se hi s :f\mctiO!!AS Q 8Z!d h~ £lamoo it.o imp!"0't79 upon the s;vcophe.ney llmd 

self .. eftac~Gnt mede populIlX' by ~~o.'l7iawo his prooecl3ssoll' ~ I~ tbe l'U0tmtim0,~ 

RuS5iM l"iSlot ions wi th JtlpM bega,1l'J! to dete:!.":i_ol"tl~e l'upi(11y, a!l!d the i'oX"s-le;n 

mi!3iatry did nothing to oppose this sad e'~te ot ~ru\.S"!h ~Jegot.io:ticms bec> 

~1(!)6!i'h 3.\!ssia Md Japem took plne<1l f but it became apFSl"~t tl.1.at the tt'10 cotm.., 

t2i as could lila t reach era agll'l:':I<:):ttClnt. As Isvols~ says g "Tho itoreOE! advatl!'tmoe 

wM th~ :i.rnmecliate caUSE! of the :JCUf . n 18 'rho forest ooncassions on the talu 

'1ivs:r b OOrun0 a sta-:l.bH~ block 'tor both counu·1.os. 'I'hl!S o both countries pll"e", 

.1"00. fo"!f ware The Japenose. racoo '&1i th the cMstantly inc!>~Mirtg buil d ... up 

of Pussisn mili tar"1/' po~eis" e o>;ened the ;~al" 1;1i th .:l surpriso n.ttack on '''ort 

~thtE' p in Februa..~ t 1901}. The warp p!'O'lrOO to be '" lmmiUating catastrophs 

6 

~5~Ia;v to Roos~welto 1-ra,y- 12 ~ 190:3 .. in ;~Mett . p e 40,. 
171:wolsk:v.e p . 1230 8~. 0 p~ '122. 

16satol,!",,:,iatGO!!! . p. 210. 
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:root.> [\'.s:5int shl!! not oi'11y lost h'Elr 112."il..r 0 bi.1t Gleo ':lll'fte::,~:\ a. losu of p::a:;:tige 

at t:1C a:.-:r~!Ja of ."'.n .~pl;i;.GZ't pcrm:;:· , ~ar:ll .. :?:.'es1d~:~t Zoo":<nVel.~~ -e~:n'ltir.lu/!)d 

WOl"k for a satisf:s.I!tory j¥;lM!S b0~:;~et'" t.,~g t.-,,-o count:l!1.os ~ ~"ld ~!e a'?".r1.·,~oo roc: 

a ;:JlElace coni'ro"Erl:"!@ at ??oZ't.<?m~ut.h~ 1'6;, P.~.lIt:psM:t)O o In the ~sll. 01 1905.. T'.e= 

sp:i.te hI$1\" disast:l'ot~s dnfoil'l. in the t-Jel"' o , . ..usda did not taro too b~ at \1..~e 

canterr:meo tablo.. Aecol'C'ling to t.he terus of th(l) 'l'!-Mty ei' f'ortsr:l(~ltl!a ;ns.., 

sill patd n.o ',rS1" ind, tyu I'lha '~a.s sUo to retain hat" f1ee~; !'he los't n 

nat.i..onat te2'l'itory; hOWOVOl' p she had to cede the southem hdf ot Sa~.h.!lHn 

-rslnnrl t.o Jt'lpMA" 19 ,S'Ueh 0 t!'ea~' uM vary- mild in eotl!pm"i.~on to the defeat 

that 11usnla had Sllfferoo . 

In t.'1aAo O.5 t> illiem XI and ;%1cbobs II met in tl!.e 1i'1Mish 

wattws at Bjoerkoe. -..rheJ!'S thoy concludro ~. dsi'ansive alli2ncee t.rw!' tba 

t!'e.:'\ty vas co.uolurlf'd. 8Stt\ could inform f'lo~nCfa of tho trMtyo t'!Y!d atilt hE:lrf 

to h~ec:7le ~t of itQ Aoco:rd1ng to I$volstry. thfl t!>e;nty wa~ nimsd a~ &agl~£!.d 

sinM it was e. continent.al t=>..1li2nOE'J . 20 :Lsvol~ky U$O admits tlw. t Col.'l.'!'J'i:. 1a1!1s= 

dory was a.ppv.lled ~{'!.ea't t:hEJ um' told him at the U:'aaty ~ CEil't*J.y l-e-msdolrt 

did Mt want "to ecme to grips m th Fnf,lro.1d . MOl;·OOV~l\" . he did not. wish to 

a.:U.enate bio a:u;V. france. 

T.ovol,llIky ~ hOt:im'at'D is qui ta cri tic~.l of Lamsdol'£' as £orm.gn rr.l.1lllistCl' " 

Ho thought th& t tru"lsdo:r.t did not h~ve ta <lat'tni te plm of gooerru. :r0l"&1~ 

poli ey; l:10rE.Ovm· $ he thought t.hnt ooo~r did not grasp the ~!!ltGrnll\tionru, 

('O (l~ t.ion or rustJia . !ovolsky goas tJllIll to st.ate that dl~ce i..amGdor£ 'Was of 

,:~'1iW!i o!'igin fj he Has ll:::.1turally inclinoo W:Jll'.ro Gemtmy and ito aut-oore-tie 

raglme. an.rl that ho i'cl.. t 'Very ill at ~QSO t11 th IIdOl'aOC1'£!.tiCet. [ranee and ~con .. 

at:! tuUond I> hl,<tlfl..nd 621 

I:;1iolsky' rome-Aha-t. 'boldly staten in his lIlS!'!loil"s ~ t.r..ate aeoording to ~ 

noted contemporary c 1'l~>J;:!cly ., ,!! Doct.or mlb~e he. !"athc.t" the~ i!ameeo:!"f' .• 

-~1 
e o p. ~2S ~ 23Th"id" t p~ e 1~.1l ... pp .. 1 139. 
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wOllld have been a bet.ter ahoico for foreign 1!!i.n1ater atter CO\U'lt Muraviev 9s 

death in 1900. Such 1.0 Dr .. Dillon's the&lso in hia book • .k l~£liese Sll.. 

r-!u$!!~e. Dillon u:ai.nte.1ns that Isvobky. b~clluee ot hie indepenc:1enceo would 

have been a better foreign minister than the obseauious sdort. 22 

The t1oroccllft Crisis of 1905, which hs.ppooeci near tbfJ end ot Lamllldort IS 

min1eirY, affected Rutlsb 1n so faro as Franee. Russia's main ally, wa.s the 

p:rinoip~l party in the affair . h'hen France dectded to penetrate Moroceo 

economical1,. in 1904 bT a loan or 62 million banos to the Sultane she in .. 

curred Ge~'" 1ttrat.b. This pl'eo1pitated an i.n~national crisis . The 

kaiser .t to TMSiel'S~ where, on ·ch )1 . he made a 5.P6ech dem.anding l"G-

tor.ms and also called to't" an international conterenee. since he considered 

Mol'OOCO to be a t.~ cauntt"y. OOcasse~ the Fl"ench for eign minister ~ wanted 

to go to war over the cnatter; but he was foroed out of office when his QOun­

tr:Y' would nOt do so.. 'rhe next Frenoh foreicn minister. Ronvler , succeeded 

in oolling a co:nferi&l'lce~ W'h1ch met at JIlgoe1ras . Spain. tt'OftI Janulll"jI' to Aprl1~ 

1906 ~ As a r em t ot We conferenoe, Fl-ance gained preponderance in JI..o.. 

ceo~ duti~ cont!'ollirlg Moroccan governm$l'lt n.nance8 ~ ance could now 
. 

pul'sue ~ poUcy ot peacefUl penetration otHOI'OOco ~ 

After this conrerenoo~ Il!fvoleky ~ knowing that. Germany got the short. end. 

at the oontere.ru:G~ still found unkind words tor &1JiEl1"or WiUiam~ Isvolsky' aaid 

that \;Ul1em or! tid zed fiiohGlas 1n very unCOlllpUlllelltuy terms for the teal' t" 
supposed blaok tngrat.1 tude to Germany. In fact$ aocording to !,volsky. Wil ... 

Ibm tlstl'Aighwa.y conoeived tor Emperor Nioholas $ hatred that he managed to 

conceal to'¥:' som.e year", bUt which bUrst. all boundAl when he finilly decided 

to tbrOlil ott hi·s m.aek in the month of 1~'U8tj 1914~ .. 23 

_"""f!,;;Sho. rtl.7 a£tol' the Algec1ras eonf&renoe. Ievolsky' aSSlU"led 
22n.oi.:1 ••. p •. 1'50: 231J2isl, .. pp. 24-2" 
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t..~1S ":!uasian tOl'eign lniniStry.. ~Ie appe~cl on th~ scene at 2 tU!ie of Y.JI!ob 

:mterll'lsl d1corO.a 4 Ol'hcl chno~ in. hifi COll.'1trj,r . Ar,ro.nst this baokrl"(j1md~ t~-vo1sky 

't.ntS shortly to aS~.;w,'ja lll1 a."'ibl ti~tl!S pc1i~ in i'ozoGign a:?i'a.'\ .l:'S ~ .!l policy >lhit:;h 

Rusda eou1d ill t'!.rfo~d9 we to h~~ !'scGnt n"'_Ui ta.'7 e aCOJl'lo:tJio Q em.J. soe1cl 

revarsas . i~ow it i.e t..1.m() to pla",,(3 Isvolsky a."lJ his 'ton! as i'Ol.~ed.en z:l1n1(rter 

on the stMCi fot' serutiay ~.nd cl.oM inspec:-/iU1.n t Defo?G adva.'I'loing to hi 

YGaJ1B as toZ"oign rdmst.o:r>~ it ~1Ould: be best to give SOriO biogl".ClphiO& in"" 

formation l\boui h:1.., -. 

s; 



.md was 'brou,ght u.p in the atmosph$"G ot t.h~ Ru&$i.an Court a.t st. Pet~rs­

PUl."g., He notes that the lI'Nmch lenguage wa$ in (mttent U$~9 not only-in 

the Imperial Ccvt." in the el~a.nt societyI' a.nd in Russian diplomacy, but 

aho am~ the Russian provine1al nobility. rS"lo1s~ fo.~th$rs this line 

A 

ot thought by say.i.ng that he onlSr used ~ch when writing to h:l$ PtWen!ta .4 

Isvolsl<y attended thlil Imperial Lyceum ~t. st. Peterl5b'-'lrg t trOll! which he 

gra:duated in 18'75, the YQUngest member in h1S ~a.as . Fot" his work., he re­

eeive4 the @;Qld medal., ths highe$t award atta1n9obl.$ a;1!. the scMQl ~ Isvoi8k;v' 

ote his th~is on the Brussels Conferencee of 1874. whieh dealt with thG 

law& and customs qf 'lila:' . 1118 particular 90$ of the probl~ was the coa. 

mwoia1. a$~ot 01 the Balkan p~oblem . WhUe I svo1sky' WaS a.ttending the 

Lyee\U.l. Russo ... 'l\u-]dsl1 f'elat.lons vere detet'ioratlng and slowly leading Wtlarci 

W(U' . 'l'hat time ale,Q saw the it'esurg~oe !iJt S1.a.VllphUe theories in Rusdan 
I 

1ntallectual ,o:ia-clelh When. war broke out betMeen SElt"bb. and: ~key. Isvolsky 

wMted to joirl the serbian army as b;is oldEll' brother had done .. in order to 

partake 01' the BlUkM i~ar811 but baoaus,e ot his ags#, he deQide<l against it .. 

ther,. he joined the dipl(Jll1ati¢ ~e:l!'Vi()'e... ItIn ordEil" not to lo:;e r!JY chan" 

at takitlg part u. th~ events that were enSUi¥lg in the .&lkans Nld in which 

I was passionately interested. I ent.ered 'th& cli.plQrnat1o se:rvie~, and mad~ l11!/I 

d~but $Qllle months later tIS (m e.tt3.ebe a.t Constantinople. itS . Before ¢on'M.l1l.'l .. ' 

ing on with I S'volskyts dip.loma.t1c rolE)s. it woul. be ~st 6l.t this time to 

diSCUB$ som~ of' lWolsky. $ thO'l.l.ghts and f~~ingS' about tho SlayophUes ~ 

Slavophil~ theories. 

Meording to Inolsky, Slavophile theories had t'be1r birth in MosebW 

duJlting t.l1.e fill'St half or th~ ninEiteenth OElntu-l'Y. The me;n who were l"&$pOn .. 

:ible for these theon-$s were the poet Khom1akov , th~ brotbera Kireyevsky, 

~,. 1'1'. 160 ... t61 . . .~ PI' .. 165 ... 166. 
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the b:;:-others fll1tkoV o 'md also Somal"ino ~1nskyo tmel. llUfei."ding . 6 

Incleed ~ it Has Iven ilksako'T ~Iho urote i~ 'P&ce.mber~ 18760 thl:1.t nru.g~lrla 

wCS ro.l.ch mOl'EI :import:mt. fell:' the :.."u t:1re of S! ~vd<Aa the.!l SElrbiae? Tho 

'il.a.vo·ohiles d-ld !I!':,"ch to dN1,I,J t.h~ attel?t~on and s;9'mp8th7 of all clnosos of: 

., 

?ussinn socHty to t~E' u.."'ll'> ... 'I.ppy plight of the Slavic j.'OJ,.-w.attons whioh were 

suh.1ugated l'.l'ld su,..:t."~(l.;;scd unGor the 'IUrki.sh yoke$ They ~oJe:"e irltercstod in 

all of tbe Slavs 1n the Bt>.lkans o \~t. !;-e:re part,ic:ularly "i.n'l;.ercsted in the 

road thut led to C.onstfmtinonlr e !'IMy the "",~lk~ne p -it.h the z&ntinEl 

iro:;p€:1:"i al 01 ty • g!"e:l. tly s t::.l're, 8 Russian entht1e1am~ ~ he f~avophilQs viewed 

the cat;ture of these J">1""lzes B.s the "histol"ic mis!",-1..on~ 0: Buasla~ for thm.p 

ConstI'U'lti.nople I.~as l:nolm affectionately as 7s:ll'lgrad ~ """,Unporo1." C', tY' ~ and 

it H3.3 ';;'0 be th", c::\~it.~l of ,Russia in tho futUl'O ~ 9 

Slavophile theo~f concfl1"lncd Euro}:<Jr.ln ciVil1eation ~ t9t.c ~ as beine 

corrupted by' athels::n and. ~n oxce~'s of individualiSl'a t It stt.r-louted to the 

ml:lsi:.m n[',tion the p~ovident:i.t'~ ,n.'nel.on of cl'eating a superi.ol' cultuj,'e . 

-t uint.. ... d.ned that only tho Ene stan Oi.'thodox Church J.·e.mained tai thful 

the ;.'\!.·ccepts of Christ . It furth~lr denounead the poUtlc:tl refol"Tlts of 

?e.·;:,er· thE' Cre t t Hho had bOl·roi.ed i'ro..'!1 -l:"eGtern !:.uropc Q a..Yld dem.and~d 

l;'aturn to t lle CoMl.'lUne 0 ..... nil'. wh:oh ~1.a.vophillsl!l said t>IIlS an origins.! 
10 

invontion of f.llssil]rl genius . (1ho m.iE. was l.\ systm of collscti.vl 

agricu.lttu'e R."ld li'lrinJ " ) I,;'ith the last statem~ntv hOI:€ve,l' v lsvolsky 

takes El':reo;;.tion . ,e maintalns that (! oertain Baron Ba.. .... thausen o 8 

f'rutf;1.ml Junke!' crnrl:'li ~sioned b;r the tsar 1:.0 pl'Of:Emt tl repOrt on the 

agl"al'ie..n situnt.:lon in fnss1.o. o advoeated tba ne1mouG concer)tlon of the 

----= 6 "I tl?14*; p .. 162~ Seton.., '1atsone p .. ],00" 
9Ve Eliabel't6 Bnrone ~tt9Ste i2!J;\!9T'CV e.pr! 

If!! Y-i.g;:m'"oekOl'~e8$ . 1921 ~ pp" 142.,J.43~ 
svc.lsk'io p . 91. 
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mir a s a refor m measure . So it was , according to I svolsky , to German 

science that Russi a ,Ta S indeb t e d for having preserved a remnant of 
... 

. t b ' . 11 anClen aroarlsm . The tsar ' s reason for suppor t ing t his doc tr i ne was 

suprosedly to help ca2'ry ou t t he mos t advanced i deas of so cial science • 

Still , 1 svolsl<y sug::, ests tha.t in the l a s t analys i s , Slavophilism ' s roots 

are of Germanic origin . He cl a-Lms t.ha t Sl avophili sm stems f rom Schel l ing ' s 

and f rom Heoel ' s phil os ophy and f rom German roman t i cism .
1 2 

l.lhatever the roots of Sl avophil i sm , it is nonethel es s t rue that t he 

Sl avophil e theoriescver e. Cl"ys tallized into a doctrine oy a Russian \vriter , 

a cer t ain M. D"nil evsky , in his book enti tled £hl s§ia and Euro~! 11'e 

publ iEhed t hi s b ook i n 1 867 , bu t it gained l ittl e att ent ion and a cce " t ance 

at the t ime . Ho .. rev cr , the event s of the foll o~'Ting decade so e!l1broi l ed 

Russia in Balkan affari.s that almost overnight t he book became a bestseller . 

13 

In hi s book, D"nilevsky procl aimed in inflaruna tory terms the u 'ofound antagonism 

behreEn Hus sia and the occidental ·· odd, a.nd the i nfer iorit y of 1uropean 

cul t ure to that of Russia . This Has most heartHarm ' ng to t !;,e Sl avophil es . 

I n the fiel d of fore i gn rel ations , Danil evs Ky claimed t hat Russ-La s hould 

uni te all the Sl av s , if not unde" her s"Ceu t re , at l east under her hegemony . 

He fUl' t hcl' felt t ha t Constantinopl e should '0 ', cO " e the capital of the 

Russian E -ire anr' at the s ame t -Lme b e t he cap:Lt ~l of t he future Slav onic 

federation . He Flainta-Lned t hat t l--J is r esult could only be att ai.ned by ~n 

arrned conflict of the Orient 1>I'i. t h t he Occident. In such a confli c t , Rus sia 

Houl d l ead the Gre co - Sl av peopl es t o a v i ctory over the Germano - Roman 

people s . Such a vi c tory 1t/ould establish t he triumph of Ru ssi2 1 c ivilization 

over t hat of decadent Hes t ern Europe .
l

) 

llIsvolsky , p . 176 . 1 2I bid ., p . 162 . 1 31bi d ., pD . 1 6 3-164 . 
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!mr(il.stw~ S i"cel'tl:'!G end otti tu~e toWtl.l>.d f,~l1.vopht1e cloot~ines a ho';.;o'lre1t'~ 

kok on t\ tlii':t'm'l.:nt cOlor" ''<: cl!alr~G tl'w.t '~h6 :l.nf'1uence of tiElstern Qil'Of.'il) ... .~ 

i1ltd (';htm.::~d ft nil Oll t..h'in~::tI1:· ~ ZlThnlllrs to l!\V $tu~ or the sooj,nl ~.11d 

ecot'l~c Hi's ox' :~este:t't1 b.l1"c"e o .,. 'hN:l lQ~~ '\go (.,lven up the t-!:wonl1U" 

J). 
dor.:t!'.t~lS:C 0 "n{'\ wlen" th~'J! the- h,~l":::li\ll thE'>():''"'J of the t'l\t# I, t::n th'" 6tl?ff'c~\?} 

l.t srculd seem QU 1. tJ, ·irltW'coob1.e to gl ve r.moh ('.l.'I',d~CCl to tho t'l"eded'~ng 

Pernau1 r~",o1.d~' os f'llt~ll'(J r.J01:i.tic:u' ~.etiv1t\\iils ;.;111 hel l) to c·oni'irm or 

deny t.~at s~· 

4ft-el' hln a'1'~Ointi"!'!".mt :'.\t. C.o!'?st,,'l."f1ti.non1.G ~ .is'1t"f'lla"y h..'l.d t/..1) other ~!ll.n'~l" 

H .Uc:.-l in t.~e Dru.lums e l'Il"..ttldy ~Jonl! IU~ l3I'JCMI-{,r.rt ., ',t·tOl' th~lt{< he 

110,$ t1"tln tQ the fJ.lssb.n Cl:ahn.s:-:y 2t '. :uhb~tono 1'., C ,,~ ;~e'('e he h,~d 

oh"nee tn ae!}u:;:i nt. nilrwolt ~t th tne ~·mllr:i.~.o;n HilS" or 1 if'" :tl.aQ to 

l'll.l.ko tr.~n.Y f'dentls in rioOUticcl. <tn,' soci,'1l. ctroleSe In thG lAt~ l.MOl's 

the !'u3sinn gov~nr'\ont toot I~ols!;~' to I!"'~;le in Ol'l.krv to tJ;'t'J to re",,(jet..~bl1.sh 

relations ,rith tho V~t1.cru1 ~ 0! tl'!", :-re()f: 1890 he hl~t~ his n!'ct ercat oPt(?l"uU'Al ty 

to di,GUn.."!.U.h~ hitlsolf in d1:l'lO!':kl.cy-.. He TU"esentoo 1'11$ caee no t,e,otfully 

thut hi1i1 t.lOO t.he lntc'l!'cst. and. r-egri,·:j of t'0f;o !.,t:o :n:rrw SnortJ.:; nfte.l" the 

1\"o.1e:,;al of d.'r:li.~tl1lt.to relilti(Jn~ bc>u~ecn Husnln lind the V.3ti.c~p .ie-';OlSh7 

.Jt'!!': n'" ol'!:,'i,(.'ci i;o ':crbitm Ct.l.plt.,·l. of n.alf,rn.-'lo ~ .A:lpt'o he hl'J.t1 en excellent 

(;i'O'·O'l'tslU,l.'" t.n ~tuc;:f £'('l~blan rl,·ltl~'lru.htic fecH~ tlS '4ell QS tc i'il'ld t."Ilt 

he~· gri(,vt'.!:ocs rt~j.'; nst, t.~tl AIl:::t.e"IJ",,:{ung~l':lnn frlpirtt .. Hit:.; 1'1.no1 poli ti..:3& 

;::."Otl1tmmt of t:,:i'!t tiE,le!lc~ ;1(.0 t.~ ftun: ohe 'lhel"e be Md 2 eh:l.nce to stUtlv th 

GomMl) t~::O l1!O:'~ {lI.1CUI'n'!:.f"'I..Je th<) Daveri:ln t1t).'r o.t' IH'o" .U'Wl' t/-:ls fost~ 

Isvotsl.jt woot.~ be Ut:l1st'£!£'red to the re,t- ;.;(Il"tll 

Ii' !... t'l}2 " - 'I ... • llf'J .,';/~ .. " _ .. ~~ 

~. 'i' .' 
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In ~,he Y011!' 190~ Involslty .ras t!'~n.nfcl"!'(j (~ .froo t iL"lich ~o ':'okyc1 • !Ton 

hLs ~iemoil'~ D it Appears th_at Ist'"olnly l.lkcd hls !:l6U J;o<:t very ;;el:' ~ ' IouevElE' p .. 
'~5~j:m pallet:t·.s.tion 1.nto the Far East cau:::ed IS'Ilolsky rlluch am:ietY$ .G 

oP?osed the strong po.l"lcy tho:::' Hussia adopted to-,rorri Japan" ad OOi.~$-~.ni:J.y 

tU'neu in hl:~ cor~'eEn:ondence that Ft.ssb ac~opt o. CCl1cili atol:Y a'::'U:':ude 

to:~<l!'d JnpLln.. H::;~ r:lo:r.'oover . ;:,ecOllll'J~nd¢d that mssir- 0<,:,::£ to,sr,me aGl'ee!!lCnt. 

til th Ji:lPIl:"l ovel" t:-.El (~.eJ.ic:e,te ~~t\.al·1S of l!anchuria end Korea . lsvolsky 

soon l'\3o.!i.~t;d th~t. '0ust:o""Jape.nose l'elet50n:; conthmcd to ~rorsen rathE:!> 

th:m t.J !'ltte1:to:n~ t.e ~ "!eal'l2ing tlw.t. E:llch ~, cor-ell tio~'l tvuuld lC:ld i r.ev:. tabla 

to t'ffi" ~ .lnC: not t'1i.shi..n(; to bf) b::oought in the cent€l" of 'l:.!1,a t confEct p IsV' 01 ... 

sky nsked be l-e1ieved of his post in Tokyo . l.5 (10 Hishcc c ;:-,'lther ~ to 

l:'etuz-n to e. diplol'latic t:ost in T:Ul'ot!a . an ru:'ea l'llwh de !22'0r to his beiU.'t. 

In 190J, Isvolsl<y returned to EitU'ope a.1'1C was n!l.'lle(.~, E'Ilsr.;lan f.Unioter 

to Copenh.~rin ~ ThG Tsar alw.::ys consul ted h is me the l' D, : :.:u'i2. Fedorowa, 

'-ei'o;l'e fl rj: ointing a minister to ,,"(menl)9.gen ~ It 11M i..", co::li'o:xity trlth 

her v.1..snes that Isvols}<;Y received the rost . C~penhcgen " Qccol"uing to 

Isvo1.skyo t-)<;5 void l')f ~ny pol.iticru. imrol .. tancE'J ,,16 This $ " ement hets a 

degl'ee of truth to it. l:t is ttU~~ that" CopE>nhagen tIM not one of the 

mo..ivl" EUropo.:m ca:;7litFlls v but it :W.fj e. gp.th.zring pl fOl' the royalty of 

Ehro .: o li since most of the lliropean roy.olt,V was !'elated to a Itl'OD.ter or 

lascar exter..i:. to th() T:-ani.sh l"oyru. house . , In this respect •. Copenhagen 

oifer.®:l t.he cHI=2oma-ts siA".ticned there ru'l excclletlt opporum.i ty to learn 

the 1atA;.:;s-':, tlEt\T€lof.IDents in. the ~olitical end social cv!;;nto of the t.i'H'~ . ' 

~~Or(\OV01't COl:e:,ba,ren Ha.S n s e:t of bitter antiaoGom.ar: fe~"l "_~..e .mll 

rasentMent g for the Danes h~~ ~~v~ r forgivon ~~$ G~ans for the loss 

of Schles~rl.g .... f:olstein . 

..",,-== l.5!S'lI'ol.sq,e p . J e 
16 

!,9j8u p .. 6. 

, -,'.!Ii 
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Several other f ac t s abou t t he man come to light whil e I svolsky is 

Russian !I1inist er at Co': enhagen . ' From Nichol a s ' corres pondence to hi s 
" 

mother , one can gather that 1 svol sky has the ability to converse easily 

and to r el a te thinGs well. ' As Nichol as rel ates in a l ett er to his mother 

in the fall of 1 905 : "I profit fr om I svolsky l to come to you wi t h an 

open heart ... 1 hope t ha t Isvolsky Hill kn01'! hO~'T t o expl ain to y ou and tell 

1 7 you all t ha t he ha s s een and heard , be tter t han I mysel f could do . 1I 

Evidently he did his t a sk of rel ati ng i nfor mation quite well , since 

Thlpress I1aria seemed satisfied and informed 1-1hen she ans',Tered her s on ~ 

fi At lea st by I svol sky I have had all the details of al l those t errible 

days of Revolution and one can hardly bel iev e t hat it is in Ru s sia tha t 

1 8 
that ha s happened." The prec eding l etters . lOul d se em t o i ndic a t e 

that I svolsky was qu' t e a capa I e conv er sationalist . 

It Has, al so in 1 905 , during the t i me that Emperor \'ii lliam visited 

Copenhagen , that I svolsky ha~ the honor and privil ege of h aving an 

intervie", :,!i th him. From t h:i. s i nterviel', c omes a clearer pi c ture of 

I svolsky l s anti - German , if not s trongl y pro- French , attitude . The 

interview t ook pl 2.c e after the Franco-German cla sh in the First Moroc can 

Crisis . Franc e di d not ca rry out her t hreat t o go to .-.rar over the crisis . 

Thus , I svol sky s ta te s that itJilliam rever t ed several times in t he course 

of t heir conversation t o the idea that , f ron t he L me " t hat Fran ce had 

b owed t o t he German t hreat at the time of the dispute , France had no 

r i gh t t o invoke her l ong - t i me gri evanc e s as a ground for refus ing 

f riendship "lith Germany . ,,1 9 To t his poi nt , I svolsky ansl"ered t hat 

Fr 2.nce via s eli vided from Germany by a deep a byss , due t o the 

17Lazarevski , Vl adimi r , A.r chiv es Secr etes de 1 1 Emnereur Nicholas I I , 
Paris : 8ayot , 1 928 , p . 25 . -- -

hrbid., p. 29 . 
Isvolsky, p . 68. 
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o C'.nd tb-:-.t t1!ltU "llcd ur.!I thll F:.·~"'lch 

ot';'-jjT'{; 

1O:-cl _, pl'c .... ::l!"Meh 

OOltV1 4 t 1 r.n .. .... ~,u1-' r,. 

t:U:lt.,!'ully.. .n w:\s shol'U:r tlf''''Cl" ~h:ls t:i.."!t the '~(lC::-J.l l~1t:;t~r 

f'l'QI'O (".e;~hr.lg(m W ~tH1Ul~O the !r.;.(li\d rrJ.lo nt: t.tE. ~Ui!H>l:l:'l F{)~·el.er. M1nisu':, 

Tn that. ee":'t1.ci.tjro If:vciltl'V.y \.'(ft.ll~ he r~cro f!'c.o to (J~,,)N, fedli\o'!:.-i eS 

'll o~~c LOi! fA"ll i f,~' C! n.\!: t 

'~l'l:::X;J' of t 9-')6 Il;lVOl f)~'Y lHHi'ttl'!ed t.hEit l"(:1 ne of t~ho flUs:;;i nn r~)l"(':l~ 

" t.Q T.;;y 10l' ~ :r :::t"O r nru-l tl'U-t1. hi s lr::.::cointa 

1C'I'l:"~~e!;:e!; SO'" in .,utlQok ~ot bctm1~oo 

'y m.~.v St':1fr.1.11i.Cnt "1(' V'UJ f)l"lneipl (:.-

It b L-.u times, ."hi 

1!l("Jw conco$sl.cns. ' ~o thoso e,1Dccs::;P.onc 

. til itl ~\Jift m~ n~l " r. o~'ClGr tr. be 

succossfu.l. h..,va tr, :'\C!OeK'.l:,OOtltc h;.~I!:lc.lr tv th£, nc;" orck~:r of 

.1. h::c S A and ~Jonl ~3y 

t:tO int ., l':f'Jclsiiy ~hc ?:\1! ' fi 

,r, &;ooci .iJ;;.n:·c$ (l,1 on ; 

t'lG~st. hi"" 
:22 

~' ... It ~.os ll1'tcl' aU '0 c~unt."~iE"S tll:'.t 

16"01 t.!:y to m.u~G r..n v;.lecell, i. :·.·.J55.1 «'~ .. fe·r lKI l).Coc'd to wor.!t In 

010$0 (!SM(::t!lt~.t')1 

hor to 

Ge1'M~ 

th t.bcm t;hUc h,o ~Joill,l b<, fOll"e!t;:l'I ~;E!p.~tr·' S~Qlsky 

futtll"(, :< ll£;s~ he h::.-.-3 ;jU~t 

HOVer. u1a had just pasaed throUgh ","evolution. 

"1 ... ,J • 

" G ~:~ 
; 14tiS" e 1960u ", ,, 

":),~£\ 
'JJ O 

..•• ~eOO $ I.84M$lS, 
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Comrldering '~hc 'POlicy that he I.ould 11l!rsu~; while bciJlg f'oreign 

\~inister ~ IS1iolsky' speculntes on the si ·i:u.ation i n Europe nnd aro .... nd t.~e 

• -;lOrld~ morCO'itey' o he ~·'i.,t; W pl:lee IltlSf;i·,~. u s r:ocit"io into ~o~er pc~specti1ie . 

'Ihus he ooulri y that he '.1:lS al· . .,eys a s"b~(lng parUs:m of D. ruropoan policy 

CO::' fussla 9 nnd that ha neve:- ~Il phed to hOVEl .~l$3iM aotion taI:£ place So 

l"W' fl'C1lU t.hat area of trad i.ticnal Fnssto,n interest 0' .. (, cons tdered ~ibe"':'ia 

~d the liar f-a03t. as a l:'~s~~l'Ve D.re~. fo':!' russian <£xpt!nsion ~ 

only penet.l"r:.te thnt Poren .Jhen lrurops:1u i~osill HQu.1.d be O.llt.1.t.li:.oo r.nd over ... 

POpUllteC.. i.ut; to Isvols!7c t.'1nt day -:-Ins "in the futu!'c Q and thus Rttssi.a t 

!~l' the :pr€l;;ar.t ~ ·:.as only i:.o ritay a second.~ry role j.n tiwt P,l.1't of the ';iiorld . 

'41111> IS"iTolsky would concentrate O~ F.Ul"O r O ro..nd tUl"Ope.'ltl nffa.:;·{:s 'hhilt. he 

uould be fOr~iio'l m'l.niste!."· e ;1"'1 nUlintai.ned that tha f-'OsiUon of iitl5S"lo. in 

Europa wa':'l de't,el':llinEJd by 'thE', fact, that iQr the past ftrtE:Jell years sh<3 had 

beon bc;.urlti oy fl. f'crrU\l all i;);nce tt'OO'f-iV to F1'ancc ~ in 01-c.er to deritre psrmn .. 

nent and I9t~Ci10ll1ic v.':hrnutages :tr·or;:. thif1 allill.n(!a ~ it ~:ould .:11,,0 be necEl~aru:'y 

for f.:ussin to dra.;1 clo::;'<3l:' to ugi tu'l6 . Su'ch 0. pol icy 'Hould Mt ol"'.ly fc:tify 

"ut":sia 3s postti<m as Prance's a lly , but. 'vlould C'J.:;o give more solid l'~l1nda ... 

t1.on t.o the i'ttu.. HUrolCO. As J.svolGky. sj?eculated: HI!' Pu~lS~3. t.a~rnol"'l ht:ll' 

baok on !'::-~HC!a ;md Englrdld .'!Il'ltl en3Agetl L'l a cc ntest fc:,;, prcpont'cl>"nce in 

f.S:".l'. , she .fould fl~t cnly renouncE; her ~;t,·torie role in ::UrCly~ o bu'i:, also all 

oonooic and tlOrol independenoe rebar .~ ,,21!. 1., . ..'1 d .:l"num;v f . ib""'iF'O ezy cOu.z.d Ml 

y·;'Ould concentrate t.~rtn J on 11llianc<:l w:t t.h FJ>1i.1'1ce p.nd [!\gland in pursuing hit 

:ICirei;;n ::;aliC'j ~ ·ris attitude to',q:u"rl G""l1'!1my regardingi:.his Be~s to ~, 

based on actud fear of C-el:' l1VU'l lll ..... i.H .. <''U·Y nic';ht ~ He e.lso feared o~ G€l":lltm 

e~onomi et1tlt 'l'ation in the lkar Ea.stD especially i n 'i'Ul"koy ant! i'el'sia .. 

."" .~~ ... ~E!mro.1.s"'y~ pp .. 118 .. 119 .. 
~~Ul. ~ -;po ?1.c>7J~ 

,'1·"· 
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It l1as only natural t!~t Isvolsky should tind favo~ <'lith the Tsax' . 

Isvolaky ::as onE: of t.'Il(, fe,·, lead Lng fluflsiru'l diplol:l:lta Hho htl.d net'er a.c~rovoo 

of the RussocJap3nese war . The y~ a e catastrophic effect on P.nEsia ~~~ 

ser'U"ed to cotar.;tu t Isvolsky into the IbeUght. fore ascaming the ~elns 

of thE r'orcign Uh'l.istt'Yt he.rever" .(5\;"01s1ry ;Jent to F3:rt.::: to have a c(.mi'e~'t:lnco 

Wi th thE> .'ll.ssJ.an alllbassadors to Pal:-itl and to tl)ndon e At that r.Iect-lng th 

Ill"r:lved at the Wl~ Vl'li~ous conclusion that fussb. 'a foreign policy oust 

continue to rElst. 01'1 the unchangeable )jt!.se of her alli:mcG ~rl. th Fra..1"!caj but 

that the nlliMce .i t5elf it'.1St. be fortified hy :>.grec:nents ... -1 th Ingland a..."ld 

Jt1N'.n. .l.s l,yp,.S the rrogra.m tl'la t Icvolsky deter:ni ned to S'ubmi t to the 'lS!'.1t' 

bafera MS't.tt'lLng his d:ties as FOl"'et~n Ministel' ~ 'l'hus ~ Isvolsky I,ocid 

~S€umo his post only on condition that the 'l'f;:.~r .'Oul,d a .:. prove of his 
~5 

.e 'l'~ro:' compli ad .rl th 1 svols ky ' s 'rec cndations v and tlJe pz-ogrdl.fl ft 

rurroiti.c·us !svolsky bceame Nicholas o £·U'th foreign minister i!3 t,-selvc ye~l1"e $ 

'.fte!' hacel'!ting Foreign ULvrlster t Isvolsky ace.in \: ant to Paris 0 but this 

th,f) i t \~t\S fer e.not.h(;1" rreason. C'!l t.he ,jay to Pc.l·ls f h~ wcmt. through ;3aVlll"'la j 

thus , Involsky 3void gOLlg through rlin . Isvolsky° S ElX';J];'€SS reo-son 

or goin3 to Pe.M.S(>78.$ to meet '.lith the high FNmch governr..ont offioials . 

As Isvols1t' ~illtnins f nIt ~'ms the custom for'll netJly .apr. Oil1ted fI.iLti.str'll" 

of FOl'cign JIi'i'nris" '.hethcr t1ust;i~l 03." li'renche to take the first oppor'b.Ulity 

thl'.t offe;'l"ed to vi::i t the enpi.bl of the anied Clonntry tn or-dol" to get it'h 

'~oueh. ;..;-Hh the !\ll'ln in r.oj'~~:i.· , ,,26 EV11ontJ.y thi s !!raquil'ed I~ iTt s\ t of e. netJ 

for6"ign min:l.ster .1:'19 !'lost tr\"'gent, for !svol.sI~ left. iFlTIlediately for Fari 

after asS't!mi.ng his post. On his l"oturn trip to st ~ ?etE'1"sburgy hO·FeVCl' , 

Isvolsky !'!aGti thl'3 neeesGary stop t\t BerH~ to see , OG;!f':MM of'ficitil.s and 

Ebmarol' K:LlLi.xj ~ 

.,..,.~s'1rol skYe p. 7'3~ 26Ibid • , po 280 



Shortly ..t Qfle 1fGD;!!' in the tM'tngn 1l'l1niStr.1., Isvolsky and Russian 

o.t'f1C1.ts bad a meeting wi til Germa.n otftc1usat . Mnemuendell 'l'beJ'fe., the . 

te~ obused InoJ.lky to tell the Gel'lMn CbsneeUOl'. Bu.elOW. that the Tl-eat¥ 

or Bjowkoe fl\lst be oonsidered abrogated, That trea~ va, not conpattb1e 

with the tlt.tal Allianee 81nc. it aimed at Fl-ance. In :Angust. 1907. Isvolelcy 

suggested to Bu~Oii that Germa.ny and. l\tSSia sign .. ,~et pJ"otoaol. guarrm­

tee'ttlg the statue quo tn the Belttc and mdi.ng tho dail1t.meaUon 01 the, 

Aland Islands. '2:1 The two oountr1.ee did sign the lJiPeement in OctobE4" ot that. 

'leu, but vOJ'l'.i o11t leaked cut. 'Ih1s immediately arou.ed the $UspiciOll of 

the other Bel tic powers. Demark and SllTed_ .. 

the tcur POWel"G in !\prU. 1903, allcrri.a 

"~wt slgn6d b,. 

caused by tSYOlskTts 

seC1"et d1plo,maa,y. bvolakywu thwarted in his atteMpt to tortit,v the Aland 

leland",. lot» he maintained t.hat he was lneu-wn..mti!tl in "1nt4ini~ ~ 

stAtus quo ln tM &lUc. wh1ch sign1f1Gd to~ hiJft, the inviolabUlti' ot l')en. 

markt!e tory rt:Jsnect fOlt hfW J'1gbts &$ a n.utral. w..rer. 28 

In'Ol.&ky' always sO'Qght to Unpr'OYe ~sao.Jnpanese rel~t.1ot'l8. He was 

in,t.1-umenttl in bringing t an At:l"etlment \:1 ttl Japan in 1907. wb1ch est&-

blhb«i a jolnt. l120n0poly of Manchuria. 'fhr6e -iii law. liu.$$14 ~ Japan 

signed another agreement. wh1eth brought th& counbie, back to tr1~ 1"'" 
lations.. Conoi$ming the Ii{Jreement. 01 1907 f levolsky #aid. itl bro\ij;tht ebcIlt 

an underst4nding 'tilth Japalt& which. in lts dtWfilolftent. borG results $0 

benetio1a1 to ~1;1!J1" and to thEt TriplEt Entonte .. lt29 

Alwq$ CODSe!OU8 or t:ry1ng to .\!J4.Ulta1n the best l'elat1one with ihglando 

Isvoleky had to subdue his pol1tioal. opponerrtG who tavored a continental 

league ~41nst ~led.. en. hell 1*'60n wa. Couftt Wi tto. l'Iho coveted the 

':7Seton.w .. teon. pp. 330...3)1 . 28IevoJ.i:Slq'. p. 10., • • p. 1,26. 
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F'rencl'l embassy at P'll>5.S ~ This ltm'olnt..l>lcnt IS'l701sky had to OppOr:H!: because h ~, 

:to~.J:"ed th~t his aiJ'lOintnen.t. would W92koo rel~tions ~ti til t,::';!,IlrICe atld fu1r:lol'W .. ':JJ 

" BSl'r!deB . Isvols1t;:r cClU1.d 'loll af£'ol'a :l !l!rn'! lI.kc Cot1nt i:~i "to at tho f;'Ul'ilsiD. 

embassy in ~::Il"i.s nt, tl tiH hen he foiiOuJ.d Sft(wUy try t:> imp!"ovc f usco"" 

'U\A':'lish .!:"al2t'i.t"rjc' ~ '~oeh€t'!!a'lt lit th lTngl;~ 11M to be c-l'lC of the 

fil"st tli1.icr P!'ogrnr:s oll ey fcl' Isvolsl~3 . 

.• no Isvol$ky WD.S yet l\t CC1p€nh~gen Q he btl t.h,~ oppor·t.unl ty t.o htW'<'3 

!Il:my dlscu5sicnst'nd ll'tte,Z''Y''i.ewl'l .Ii th rti.ng 13.dual"d of E!lgltJlt~d . Fa clsimecl 

that th(1cO inteJ'1J'i.c~;s served to establish tho biases of tho tll[ilo<,f'ussia::. 

I'!-gl'e ( . Thi !> (tt.!"eallent ful:"the.r oxarted a great i!:'11'luenee O!.'l the 
'::1 

f't.ltul" 
.).1. , 

u.rC', s .. In t.hs $U::~er of 1907 Isvolsky opent':d negotiatio~'ls 

on th GJ.'e:r't i~~l~ over tho ~c:nts of friction a1on~ tho bo~de~s of the 

sarict llinpil"e . Isvolsky took pains to seeu.re ~rr~a.."l ap]:1"ot'aJ. befo 

r:onclud1n~ the al:v·o~,(~nt . ,'lai:\'1 poi.nts of fl"1.ctt(ll1l ;'1Cl"'61 f!el"sin ~ P...fghtmlst!lj"I . 

ood :-il,di:l . Cn i,ugust ;1 0:1' thrd:. :rnc . .Y: the t110 ~!Ol1.nt1":ies sig:n£;d lID eCOfl'),Y8. 

"nd coloni·.:1. a{~!·~C!!!E ·nt. l'tant. 'O<d.nt ?1 that lig.?e"'~'l'lHlt. WD. 

ti'le tri. r.~.l't.i tEl ell v~ s) on $ liilsola ~ s aphsr~ or infi'le-ll(' a~ the 

northern t:.?l:'t. of t he cl')untr,f'1> th·! t.'l in t E ~phere ..rAS the 6outh€!'i:"J Pa2't , 

··'hile both countries eo,:1d penetl"':'.t.\':, the middle pvrt of the oount;t"Y'~ Besides - , 

t!lnt ~ rrl t n lL~ t~ar, to ecntrol .;. fgnar.d.stcne '''2 Is"J'0151:y rellli3cd tha.t 5nch 

en u..~:r-~emel'lt !:'i~uld Em~ble him to ir;mrovc his ·(' el~.tio.ll!'j td.tr J~';larl » ';it,,~ 

.. ' l'I".1bs i(\co: in the Fllr E·lSt. e . .nSSlll cculd ~se 1:. :{)',r::? !ll1d Gne '!:#!y 

·-O'St eiToet-i vdl::r eg3ilftst G":!'!!1;ln:;r Sy attempting to th-.r:l!:t GC"!"f.1atl L~metro.tion 

:3" in th<'! ~i'o~ Ii1'l.-St ~ .J IS"lYolsry -, mtei at thls time to ir.{~l't\dG ~ pl"ov-lsl<m 

conolilrr. -t ng t he fi,t:rs.it~ ~ but E!t'italn l Ol~l\' h!!7rt no !1.~'ntion 1lU'.i1i": of the 

)OIS'if'olsh,r f pt' • .59",50" 
?J'?otte l~iile . ·lbdk '. 1' ~ 

,ibl"ru:'ie do 1-7OOic16, 19"6, v. 

'1 .0 -

:;'1 32 . _ J4?l4. t p. 4. ~clJ"1Yich o r,!· ., 
..J.U~j~ fl2 ~ ::i-.jO!'L'lt,i,;;,. :3 '\f'ch . 
2 ~ p. 193. 

( 
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S~1t. in the treatyJ she r~*ed to conside3:l" ·the 'stl-41t4 P qu~Gt.i.OD .. 

bvol.k;r. obtained Gem.·$' consent to tlJ.e ot\nglo",,~,u,si_ agl"ee!tltllnt. ret he" 

was wo1"11 Q;h llClne'b-ation 'into the M1cldl t . 'es.peciAlly fer~d.a . 

Ber"as so vomfJd that he Fess«\. tho Brlt18b gov.~CDt to grant a 10fU1 

to tho Pe)"s1an government in cretei' t\Q f01"estall J»,,'e1ble G~m ioa.na !l?~ 
DuriflS JI,nzlo.ftuo$1e.n di.scuo8'1.on$ on ot_ ~blemJ). Oil Macecion1a.p tor exemple. 

IavolJ'k11Gt;. it be known t~t. he teared Gm"marJ 1II111U:ry' Qupr."acy .. " 
, 

It "a'. 1n the year 1909 tl1.at In'olekGr waG to launch Qpon the tooel 
, . , 

tnt of M# ~ar a8 tONign minister. ,"!hat. was w he, the y-.r of hie 

eneountetl' \Ii tb. aaron J.erent.bal; the ,uhn t01"411 .. ne1tbe 

~8s11l nor AIl&tria ... thmgat7 cotllc watl afferc:1 a atro1'l6 tOHip, 'POl1ay. . But. 

both state& f.\eqt.11l"Gd foreign l1lin1.ter8 1n 1906, nM~ I6VolGlq, and ".tmthal.. 
, 

liho f .. .-orai $uoo a cCUl"Ge Of action." C01Ult Al~$ 'ten AOl"~~ ~"anted to 

commence hie penod in cft'1ft with r.eal.. 4ecoatp1.1~ts. ' In 1968 ~. n_. , 
to btlUd a l'd.~ in the a.lkanlil, but tbi$ d1d~ot ~&e as mu.ch ire and 

emd, 

&sni 

-,laky a.a hi. attmpt to ~~ the $lane P1"ovh,e0S ot 

\-1ila" p1'ovinces which M)strl,a .had admillist _inc. the 

Congnsa of BoJIlln, 18'(8.. IB"ftil!lkyt on .thG Qthl!lll" hand. was ~.nx1O\lS to exlUe 
, . 

to 8 Bot.tl t ot the StrM. ta problem' He lfiElhc!d to l"t Ru.$$1a have .tree 

'«!tent in and o'Qt or the Blaok Sea no. the .a.nolles. SQch 

a s:t~at1o.n would gin I'iA . pt"epo:nclft'ahc. in the Md terre 

e~p&oial.lT in tue ot war. whUe 1 t would druttcolly d.14cri.m1na~ aardnst 

t.M oth .. nations whioh border*, on the m.ack Sea .., I",ol.slq. bowevCl'J. 

anted to oontrol the str-a1tOI thb objective wu Ibundats 

f)1ewl"io nd.,81,Olh. 

)4 ........ ~_ tt",tson .. ~,, :;26. JSpotiemldn. p. ;eOt . 

-;T'·,'; 
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ConsldeE>ing !;Ussia.1'l im"eign poli~o ~0 ~'i!si say that fQlssia had ncrt-'Iling 

"UI tem' tzoreJ. tOl"sign p.1i'ossu:re 0 ii' she ll.'l7oid<9d advcan'itul"as .. FoX' heX' 0 tho ~..!1'" 

gel' area rma.:1.ned the eastenl quention~ ,iMt complicated the s1 tuaiion t1t\~ 

the fae'/:. or the grouping of t..lle p<J:l~$ ns uall Q,EJ the heighwned imporUme 

thnt mairntentlllce of tho Haps!:mE'g l'...mpira tJOuld have to!' t..lle German ilnpil'El .. :3S 

It was p.,>soi.f:1ely to disouss ~he situation in the Fru.kons that Isvolsl-y /lCl .. 

ceptoo. M.renthal Us inn t~:t1oo ~ neat a..YMi ;discuss the iSSUeD at Aorenthel G S 

l'SWeat at )JQchlou Q I~oravia . 'Ib.e fa!ll!ous intervia:'-1 took placo 0..'1 Sept~eX' 

15. 1908 ~ and the t:ol'O rninist~s vel-bally agreed thAt Austrh ,lould not 0,_ 

sa t..lle oretti.ng of the SUn! ts to ~SSiM warship$ ~ whUo ~Uloio. t..totUd S'U 

J:<>X'~ t.'!!stl'ia in ~fte annexation of 30snh and P.el<cegOVil1a . )? At this poimt 

IsvolslW lett il.erent..twl in order to Pl'oeeeti to the othel" turopeon capi tru.s a 

where he hOped to obtain cons~~t for the nction that i)lss!a and Ans~~a CO~~ 

·--.plated. 'In the ~9antine . hmlev$l(' ~ til'oubles wer() to OOt.'Ul" in the Bs.lkMS 

which 1-1e1'e to greatly ;:Ute!' tho pri'oposed plsn. On Ociobe!' S~ !)Ulgaria pX'Ob 

:laimed hel" llllde' encs. nnd l\erootMl& i'el:U'ing ~ttat t.ll-ou.ble ~ incited by 

S~bin, might ernpt i~ Fomna anel Hercegovina, urged llmpWOl" FrMz Joseph 

tc. annex the provinces , which he did the vOX"J next dqe "rus Austrian M e> 

tion precipitated !'J'l lrrmec1.iat~ international c!!;'isis <t The st-."ltus of the p!"o", 

Vinces had been set by the Congress of a01'lin ; i n theory only mothe!" eo!llf'o!'= 

ance c!ould al tm' i t~ !)J8 If;'\i'olsl~ tU'/;oo the celllng of' on intsl'nation:u COlll= 

ference. but ~stria would agreo to it only if the conf~moa uould IlCcopt 

the j.'ai.t, ~s.ornull. From this dew Isvolsky and AarMthcl. becM(,) hi ttOl" a~ ... 

ies . I:lnd thei.!" relations ':lere to detsrio:pate in St).cceeOlng months o 

Concerning the me~ting bet.leen '~e tuo ministars , PoteWdn has so.."!!G 

tnteresttnt_ observations . ~ maintll.ins that according to Aerenthal ij s notas 

--J6Jelmrieh. p . 255. J7Potimkine. pe 204. :38Jelavicn& pp. 265 .. 266 • 

.. .. , ....... 
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it is ('.lear t..llat Iovols!Ql' had dE:tllP-"'lded co::peMatio~ls £or SEa>bia. and lfon're ... 

nagro at the expense of "llstria",HtmZa~ e Ae!:.·Gnthal l:"ataocd to suhllli t. to 

this dooalld • .N !'erhapt> IS'lTolsiW demanded thefltl> condi tiOlnS pr-l.or to hh CM", 

·e.nt to ~1lt3.""la ... ~junr:ar.r°s anne.l!::l\tion of '>.o15nia and Horcegom.nao in ordw to 

see just hOtr lllUch he oould m-ing :fitom Coun.t von A.eronthal ~ Q1 Ootobar 6; 

'hen l"uGtr'la published its no~ p:.!.'ocllaiming the EInl'le:Jtat.ion of tbe provi:nces o 

Aerenthol decided to p!lt Isvolsky und the world betc)l'e the ~! acco!1'tpt1 e 

Isvolsl-j? thought t]-\..at AS1'enthcl. had r.loyed l.\ joke on him~ It is Wue 't.~t 

Aerenthcl. had p.!'OTJI.isoo '00 Russia tree passage ot the St2>ai t s @ 'l'hat uno ~Jorth 

.• 01'e tlUll't the t.1·n.'lsi'omntion ot a:n un' imi ted Qc<.mpati~ of ttro '.furldeb. l2'0", 

vinooe into c1etini tive IaXlnexatione 40 Yet I svolsky hll.d Many t1.~its and l'Cco 

quests to lucks bofore l'eoeiving hilS part of the Aust.1J:oo",Riu:siml MMX'tl o ubile 

erenthal held in hond the Austrion part. of the bootw'. Isvolnttlr Hould soo 

that f.arenthal tlould pay drorly foE' his v~y treachorous act.. 

'!he rift betl..reen t.9roothal and Isvolsky was to he,,,-e very tet';.~iblca !'9-

percussions in international diplomll.OY. · Although Is'\7olsky ~ .'0nt.. to London 

and Paris . l!.i'tao i.astria I s fnlt M99PWl1 b$ l~as not. able to obtain BlllY setis .. 

.re.ctory i.°etuJ.ts . He conP!llilled tha.t o\.oTenth<!ll had stolem a mDl'ch 00 birne 

Isvolsky was now ir:N.3cOl'lCUable . The opportunity of a solution of ~e DaI:'", 

dal'lelles question blltl bem thuartoo and fussia Md b lott f!£'!ptyo>h&!lldoo~ 

i t '.,Joold not be long be:£'@!>e t svolsky's r mrrmge W;)luld start to take tom& 

Mote TS'II'olskyie letter t o t;cl.idov D Rasoio.n ambassador at Pm:1.s . of Nov~ber 

c: • on;:.,' • .J ', • ~.... e 

UnJer the in1'1uenca of politicalo one ldght OVG11 Day 

historical and ineviu!'Olo~ necosoit1es the POllel"S have 
di.vided themselVes i !i\to 'b,;o diti"~,\\"'cnt gl'OUp S f on the 
one side we find Oel"illmlY end Mlst..'f>iac>PungalfY''''''' on the 
other side :1l$sia ~ France . and fngland ~ I tcl.yo bOUl.'~d 
by the 'l'riple AUianea but novl9l"thelas$ fecli~ horse'll 
drm-nl to-Jards ~nnco Md ourselves. appelU's to hesitatfl ; 
'furkey ldll place ht;)t'salf on the $ide or those who shall 
mOW' ho;..r to su PP01"t h~ nay regiMe and sbow he!' a di Sd> 

into?ostad friendship ,; 1 

"'~ot:l.entdnc ll p . 205 40!1t!J1$' p .. 206 .. 
Isvolsky 1;.0 N()lido't-" November 5" 1908. in Siebert , p . ~7 • 

. ~~' .. ,' 
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kttsr i n the serne lettsr Isvolsl<;r goes on to tIlGntion the lU'lltiaty of 

lim!lOror ~l.llinn 0'1761' t.he ~'laW state or affairs s ~pero:r Willlal'l o alarmed 
" 

hy the feeling of itml..:l,ti.o!'l Q oX' a~ he is aC(!1!st¢lI'!ed t.o say, of "anclrolsIllent. II 

is g!'ohlfng more an~ mo!'o j~'llpat.tent. ~c nez;;rous .4 t;.. It is true that as'i..d~ 

fro!:1 F.U$b,·lo. tI Gerlllany hnd no othc::r' dependable, alUes . dut \-lhy did !svolsky 

wish to i.so1~.t$ Gem-any? It m~,s ,p ~s he readily adni ttcd ~ lrolll er()nthnl 

t'l.mi h::i,e o.dv'~nturclUS policy Nhieh ,ere responflible for U.e recent cl.ellvag 

of ·~o".rers . "ell ~dW did Ievolsk.,y tdoh to strike at. GGrm2n,V ond alarm 

EmY.''O!'Ol'' \'.illiam1 Dld Isvolsky feel that !(ussia could not rvalize he" 

historic o.j.ri$ a~ainst Aust.l'itl dono, t hat she t'ioulcl also ~ve to fight 

the might of <?emarw in or-del" to attain her aims in the l1"\lka..l1s ~ nendy t..'he 

t.tl.'·al ts ~:~lcl Constm'lt.inop.le? Or ~ "oIJld German invol,rcment in such !l. con!1.1ct 

help France to :N.~gsin hal' lost province£; of AlStleG ... LonAbE;i As IsvolsKy 

m-ote to F.o1'1e ~ en D€ce:uber 3 ~ 1908s ~'lbe e=tacrl: tSl' 'I1S or our alliance ~tith 

ranee are l",notm to no~~ ; it is of CO!.irse krO:'Jn that theSE/agreements are 

~'bot'e all of a defonslve CharMt«ll" , :,ut the 22.SUS r()eSIl1:::"l~ can merely 

be' guessed at . ftllJ ",19 goes en f\uther to state that Darlin ought to kno,,, 

thaC~ the agrea:lerlts bet\llean Russia 2nd FraJlee have not ohnnged .t>.nd thnt 

thfYJ forD.! tU1 1l1'lohmn:':ea,ble basis of policy. 

The following spring Isvo15ky It.rote to the Russi:ln ambassador at 

London telli ','1g hiln tMt the Aust:ro",lfungar1an ambassador at"'t ~ ?etereburg 

wanted ;nssia to l"ecognize the almElJtlltiotl as .~ P.l:!j."c!f....~!. imi.ch could 

ot be further caned 'into questiOTI e GormculY nlbo t'lM biloking i1.ustria. 

in this actter _ But ISVQlsky felt thr.t such a d6l./Ul;''1d on tho part of Vienna 

lei't little hope for a friendly undct"sUmding be't-:.letOn the r-o.rers concerned, 

beoause he doubted uh"Jther any Sel'bian r'overnment llioulCl rcoolnie.. tho 

~ 42r,id., p . 2;0. 4; 
Imrolsky to Rome, camber J~ 1908~ in Slebertq p .. 48). 

; .... 
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44 
'lUstrian n..tmexation as fin:u \> en t~ch 2l c GermruW h.:-mded tMesis el1 

ul tiMai:n.'ll to . l'eeognlze the ~'Ustrirm ~\Xln9~::.\tion thout ~1 questions 

HhatsoevGr .. ~) Ma;:och 23. 1S:101sky S"&-renrkl'ed to ,Ge""!Iiany ' s dU'iand; ho.J •• 

cr he was a vary mTlhittE::"ed lJ!tln ~ t;,5 1-::. WI.:> tZ'?.le that tnnst. of the major 

l!m'O~.e!ln P01-lCl'S felt th!!:t Serb5.tl should have r ac:.ived Jicr;e sort of C~l~ 

pensnt:l,on lor !ru.ut1'ia n a O!1no:ration of snis~ge~oaGovinnj but Ge~any did 

not ,,'ant, t t at. I.tlstrln ' 5 f3m}oose a::1ci 1h1. tain did not '""".nt :1 t l~t. 'fur!<ayO 0 

ex-pense \< Uncle::- 5*.loh condi tioos :l.t see'"'uod inposslbla to ranch solllti.on ~ 

'raylor belleveG that, t.h~ B:>I::mi.:m 01'1..::i5 vms Is\rolsky ' s privatb ventn:'e ll 

and cl<li.ns tn'lt the i'lOl"El sensible Rus~io.ns nttrlbuted c...-erna..'lyts roscttcn 

to it belJllUS«: of rE"vol~ky'~ bnngling of t,.1-!e afi'ail<>~46 !tb:'1t~ve::t' the OM..,. 

it l-UlS '!lOnetfle1 S!'1S t..""Uel t~at tl1e est..':'tl."flgc!'lent bet:feen 55io. and AUflt::.''La 

I!S not! cO!"lpl!')::'e ~ l:4"ld that t1 pcrilo:lo path lilY ahead tN' the pence 0 .. 

urope~ 10; that ;.nt.e1'na tional agreements had failed. to selve tlle str.?i ts 

uestinn , :J~t:!ld Is',oJ.:3ky tr;,. ~:w.Yle otllel" lIlathod? 'l'h01'C we>:'c threo obstn<:J.ctJ 

that lay in the path of Q, g!'a:adscru.e solution --- 'lUrkey. ustria ... flmua:ry. 

nnd the fr'lo-td 'Of. both ('Jount!"loa, Gel':nany. I13volsky could hw{) trie.d to 

detach t.\lst.r:1.a from GCt'.t1lM"Jo p.n7"l thllJ would have made thfJ ntttl.tn::aCl'lt of his 

solution qu'tl;.e ni"?i.l~e e aat it seems tru'\t Icvolsky ·thought Ge1~:':lar.y to be th e 

;rincip,.ll Ob$tFllotion in his path t Germa.1'lY would back ;m:;u'h in a erich{ . 

l1S Austl':!,a '!Jas ho!' only ally, . t hE:!·e1'ore. he eradunU.y C~G to .:tpply tho 
J~? 

lever f'lt' the execution of his plan :lga.i::lst Ger£lnn:'v. 

\i'ha'teve:.:' :mrolslw blamed Aere:nthal for onimosity that might have 

e.nstw that ).".lj.ght havo ex!r.t,ed betIc-elll fuss~ . .:l nnd ~mcmy. rIa also 

mmtlons the i.~ea of a gencl'at 1 'lr ~ ;J, thow,;ht that :::c(.t:o to assumo g: .. eat~;:k' 

imp"l'~lmc !'lts l"Unturo wah Aeronth~~ . In hi:; lGttcr tv B0:rl!.n on 

'iul,y 2 ~ 1')(")0 be l'C!llndtods :: !:h:'or-~ ~H;)j'O on the ('/Va of general Will' 0 

-= ~lJ. 
4 !sv-ol.:;lty to L l'nono ?:farch llo ,1909p in Sieoorto p ... 2!-}:;t ., 

~lOtO!l<»nts('l~I ~. r .. J!Ik. . ' 
.nylo!' t p,. ',2. StiCIT0a p e 16. 

Oro;. 
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and ~ f' ""r t.r4\di tiona! relat:ions .Ii th Germany were temporarily clouded. the 

re$p0nsibUi ty rest.s wholly upon A.erenthal ~ ~ .. AerenthaJ. took it into 

his ' head to tab advantage of the U?mporary diffioul ties of' Russia to 

carry on an ambi tioua P011cy.lt~ Be gOGS on to say further t~t evert 

:f\;rth~r penetration of Austria in the Balkan!$ might c~l forth a sh$rpEIP 

oon£l.iot than that of 1908, and if Germany should .once more support' 

Au,trla4 then it WOt!ld be difficult to maintain tbepea.ee of ' EUrope . 

spite his warning, Isvoleky had other thtnga in mi.hd~ ,b.e would soon try 

to woan . Italy ~ ~0Jn the Triple Alliance. 

In Ootober. 1909 •. 'l'sliI\1' Nicholas ltet K.ing Victor _anue!. III tor 

~ tnwrvi~ at .RaoCQl'ligi . At that tiMe , the two forolgn tlIin!$ters. 

Isvolsk;r a.nd.Tit~ni Oallle to an agreem&nt wher~by RuS$ill ~!taly 

i!Jov.ghtto pres.er-U;Q the status quo in the &J.kans and to pt"ev~n'l:. further 

Austrian~~n()11 in that area .. 49 '£'he pIlrpose of thb 4,$roemehtwas t() 

make Italy more t.han a. mere Itdcad we1ghtlt in the. Triple Alli~nce.. It 

was the aftemath of the BosniM crisis., and i t,s purpose w.o.;:;.tb tighten 

the "iron ringll about the Triple Alliance, espeoiaUy Germ~y;. The 

.. 

Italian government was primarily int$rested in the Albnniap t~~ritorie5 , but 

1 t reoQivoo no support. frOlll Austria rOf thes$ e1.aims,. Tl'l!1.t oelJ1t::: the cas, ,. 

Italy thou€ht . she would fe-ra betteri:t sl),e supported the Tr:1tpl;. Entento~ 

Moreover , Italy cove~d Turkish lands in North Africa, . and. Illi~uil1a 

~fou1d S1lppo.~i these . Italian olaimB , if rtaly would ,mlpport ~sda in 

.50 . 
the Stra.i ts quest;L:on ~ In 1911, Italy would USe \his support; &$ ~. 

pretext for goi~g to war wi th 'lUx-key. and eventllaily . a.nD6X Trt~li • 

. At the lu~me . ~ime that I$Volsky was trying to pull .Italy .~.y t'J.oom 

~6Vo1~kY to Berlin, My a.i 1909, in Sieber t .• p. 496 • . 
50Pot1emkine , p~ 21; .• 

Jelaviob, p. 268 • 
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t.he T!.'ly.llc 11.1ii.l.l1ce ~ he t:-,:.S also 'ti.71ng to prOl~lOt& n Ea.atric I.,oague in 

the- &1!::~.r.:; " No~n :;OIIl() of !~;"ol$l:y~ s cor:t'Clsponci&fl«lO t..') th<.: Balknn co-pi t..-us 

" 
ul~,h l'ega~d to ';:.hiG mt\t~,'''r . T. 

f'. l€tter to Belr;rade in April , 1909s 

:e l'!\\r€l n1~ril.Y.r. becu "it .. ;1y:Ti:!X;'U.y ~11t.h th,,- idea of n l'!):pprochm<t:\,\t beh1t:;0n 

,ulcar:ln a7ld CCt·l··l.C~ ;:..,::1 d~sb'cc1 c. cQm-zon plan of ~.otiCrl'l on the pc.rt (If 

th">3S('I t1~'" pm~'i3:t't:) to pl'c';l'ont m:1.G\.md~rElt,t.nd:'.!lr.n t~hl.ch mif,'ct. -:::r.o\"e t..1m'1/.;~:'c\"\$ 

t.o 'Ut e~on SL.·'l lnt.oree:ts .. ,51 IsvolslQf P 13 c.x-pl'esc. 17~J·"j(}SC for trying 

to Pl'Cf!ot..c b!';'tt~x:.· rol.a'::' ~ o1il~ he,.t~rc<m Eulgnr1.b. l5l%.ld Serbia HGS to be able to 

Fnn'le.,t <l t":c:":"1on el~V' :f.1'or.t tmra,;d tho .'.nat-rinn Eltpi:'e . it S(ICmn t,nlikeJ.y 

'hd deep] y .o:nd ctnool'cly tnt.orested in thf; Sln"t"i'l;: peoples in 

:he yt"'.kr..n:.:; Z()l~ their o~m SGJrr: I.f Utero ,let'f) BJ.73 :'uns:l.an inturast ::'u the 

r~.1kanr. t It ~m" only for the rUt' OM or rusdan prc;mtigc ~.r.d prs(~C'A'll.l.nMCC 

htW4h I~';::(.V(l: t IG"{olsky ;,'("uld h~ve one ~,li()ve that R;;.s !l:' a e 0 int.er·cst 

in t.he JkJ.l.:£l..'1w and the· Slr.v.te pooples of the l:hlkans '~TllS S:1Xlply tha.t of th~ 

beru!:'i1colent bit: b2'C) ~,hcl.' Slavs (' lis tt.E:' prot-cotor of all Slnv iv.tel'cr.tc in the 

!)lhnf' 0 11tf'in has ()Onr.t8.!:. t:'.y r.tl'.i ven tv arouse in tbf.l .Brlkp~'1 peoplos 

(,he o.:;mf,l",ir,lH.ml'iS t'\i.at. they 1:i.v.nt unite tW clocely no po:<;d.ble fer the cnke 

(')1' t.1to C':;1mnOZI e;()i"~ .. 'l1.i5 will 00 O'.tl" .endea .... or in tho i'trtt:.l:c . ,Jhich, 

htweV01' Ct.l)'l be .f:.lU.y ~oh'tfi7ed (lllly 1f the Ba.ll:r.Q Stat.as thcntef'.lvo::; riss:lst 

US ill tlwt e7!dcm"or • .,52 or oourse it pl43<l!'lE'd Iovolsky tc sec come ploof of 

gl·o.itng nM(Jrd t'~~h:,ne the Ball'on I'lt.1.tes . J.t 'Honld be por,z.i.b1.\') v.ftflr SOl'lS 

~,:hiG t(~ r~'as'll1t It. oonnc·n SlnviC' f:;.-c.nt. !lgrUnst fJ:lr:tl'ia " 't.he p..ru.l{an fo!' 

).h9 1'.a11:, .... \1 Cta"LGs ~ - . thnt istl,S f:usoin 1o prJ.icy in the tfsc.:; .. K~st . 

v:i·~.h i s-mlsk<;i s iJ')tGl.7:S9 intcrcct 1.11 the f'crrent,icn of a B:.lknn ~aguetl 

i1.~ is ';;~x·th, .. hU.t:: to 11C>t,(; the ·.lltimlCtc aim of -1;.'.118 lec.gu<; .. n:ls ~.r. best 

.• -= ~IavolSlty' to Belgradae April l8~ 1909, in Si ebert . po 2:74. 
5'bvolal.;y to Baliao.n "'>..eprescntati'l!Gs c l1ovemhGr\ ~-.t 1.90ge in Siebert, p . 15)$ 
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~fhe r"IlH~~~Ucm or the; hIgh ld(;~11c: of' t.he nlk!'fl ., 

!!cn~n~I::~ \;.,i.eh ~t ... t) :::0 e1(>'~e tQ ; '<'113'" - is !I!illy t:osslhlc nfter ::t 

of Uw tlt:."UcLl (0 oi'·us-sli>. clth 

nOb wns the r..I').Y t.h~f~ rk>2r:mw ~ ... ~,. tr in~er-Gwl~r.cc~ 

tC"Qldr.y cl.u, it,.~ " :o:r.t.~> '!.nly • G net 

ilUlt th eC\nb'olled tl~{l ~t;ro!t" .. th~ ~?ffJt t.OOt Halseln co 

~vet.ocl. to bo n V!JE'J SU-:!)!1C t,dli t..'U"'J' f(l::O:"" .. ate his l~;;~.o' .a'\.·.'I.s , 

ot Jtl.rIe l,r, ~ 1910: ~.;O"\1'0 o~ th t. 1 t tcrou.Ld be t.o 0\1.1' m:cl ",,"~M' 

"ntcrc~t~ '1lU~~ld 'm~ i.~1 confurF:itjf vith the If'~.dl'J Cnbtn",tft rol'O.1'1.t by the 

leek of fl:C'n"'Y ' ,n Connt:1E'ltll'lOrle ,Jui.·~ t.'1I'~' furlr<:f'J o:,li(Jct:1on!: rect,·lcU.ut; 

iUrkcy' ~ i't:ltu:re 
I:. 

In oth6:1" ~ol-d9. lmrolsk'l UDl'\tOO. 

I' tanl tn1"~! c~n<.~i t'_o£lv th .... t 0 ,culd not bo 

able n in t'~rvQntion~ Ghoul, 

l'\:tssi:1 intcr.d to· C':-<:;;'l;';i/ out. AI",!, hi.r:-to::ie rnitJt;-i.on .. 

XiJV'ol!3!cv t ~ ~'Olc :':l FO:;'eitn PJinhi.:o':' :tt :"tlplt;~> dt'atrln: tc :m e::Y' . 

Ill'otly he ~'lbttSMdo:r U, f:'>'!Il'IC(, ., lC:H, 'na hi3 

... -:-;1 t,hm as e :l t 't-1c\lld (.~J Ile-ll to t"flVicu come .,1' twol $J':::I 0 a 

t)ZsICl'ltS:lb, 

the co snondcn!le be-t~je<tn 't.!K' t-10 Got'or'''', 'i'>ii) It:hol.!Cs ~1 \)Uli.~ 5 one ern 

t~U (H:, •• ill i 01:"1 ' • .a!l!:rt, to \lln tho 'i";;ar (fltEm to tb() of II ccnttnent.ru. 
j5 

lea,:'Uf'!f ~'Vola!:.v aleo !o<l~'ed thO! ldo:! of: ::m o.tl11\.,,\1 .11th rr~~'V' 

'r kne,,: toe· HUn it tmt .~~o"Gl"¥l$d Oc.r .. ';MJr ~ $ fo ... ·c ien 

l'ol'lC:/lI t~',," c~nst.,\lltly h1C:r'St\Sinc: !)O;Jor of UlO : "l,n",,"C; It "Z:1 the 

dot(If'l!!inntlotl of. tile • StU' to 'I~()SC Qilml!m het;i'I~C;!ll'l on thE; Lor 

16 .. 
~~ ~i ~ D ~M 15~ .. t e l'ol 2 Q 
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h:1ve a.ny f'~i th in the t.-OssibUHy of the alli~mce in .mien Gema.n,v '.oIould 

Ml.1Sent to enwr on an 9<i.ual fcottnG with Vtwsiu a.nd F:;;oa,nc9 ~ .1)6 Thora .. 

vas only one WD:y to ec.mb~t th.:1t3 gz'oning r O'lv'fll~ of Ger1il:my~ Ry fortifying the 

.• 1ple Ihtenteo the po-;vtfrs cocld then w~lt. fOl' the dny when ·G-el'l1'WW would 

unleash war ~ I svolslqr further sttltes th.r.t it wSS illre1·,\t.ive to be rO:lcW 

for the day 1tThen fuspel'or HiUi:UlI ~ impelled by his war P'!ll·t,' ~ liould let 
J . 

loose the aggresoion thllt" h~(l beM p!'er.arIXi GO long in &,d"V:wee; .in sho!'t~ 

the only HOY to avert that de.ngeJr' Has tp fortify bJ eVQl"J! possible lIltetU'Ul 

the politlc"!l , miliW'Y9 J;ll'ld econor •• i e fo:.er of the 'l'r,viple Entente" 

ca.se a war ';{ould bl>eak out v 1",vo1skv WIlS sure that Hussia eoulc'\ oount 

upon tho loyali.;y of &ance ~ Frtmoo. at that momEmt Q woul d !'e?,ro.n hel' 

pub-iotio olen and tJOuld deMonstrate its tra.ditiol'llll V'f,J.Qr ~ 57 Lven 

though be lort the Foreign Offica in 1 910 'in order to nsrume thEJ position 

01" usc 1M &!oassador to franco , he did not forget t..'I<).e defoats and l:m.!tilie.COo 

tions thnt he had suffered at the h~.nds of J\ustria and GorT.l3.1'lS"~ (}' S Jelavich 

sayf.H r. I..1-l his posi tlon as Ambassador he retai.¥led his l'eScn'Wlent ~g~inst 

the eentrcl. powers ruri hC \iorked f01' tho strengthening of the Trlple 
-

''''tent(l ~ At the end of the FJoaniM:l Cr:lsis E'Ilss'ian e.ngo-' o 1>1'1(1 more 

procisely .Lsvolsky' £; angel' and Hl'nth b was cli:reeted pri..1'll"lr.i1y not 

agQinst Bl"ttw:l.in i> ,;ho h:ld 1I;>'o'ITeni;.E;f1 the ~us9i~.n acquisition of gdn ng 

oonu'o! of the St raits ;, 011' even at .i;us t1:':.i.l\~Htmgaryi; lino had tmdoubtedly 

played a elever trick u~n HU~Ili.:.-l. ~ but at Gem:my~ tvho h::ld backed up the 
58 

struld of Vienna .. .,1 th a stern 'itm"!'lill6 to St. 4 etorsbu,rg . l1l 

It ~ms not l-n t.llout. pl::>nnlng t.h.~t IsvolDky ht\d c1irected his azl,:;er 

agnJnst Gemarw. HE 1:'C:tal"lee('l t.hat by e'J!lcentratlng en Gell'iUan.v ~ he could 

sooner obt.uin Frnnce vs sy:r.plltlw ~, J sup~·Qj't if tl. confiic:t 1)raro t.o arlsl3;' 

'!strolslcr. pp. 129 ... 1)0" Si'Isttols!r,r, p. lJOe 58JelaVich, p. ~? 



I.svolsky i'U:r"thel' realized t hat he Qol.1ld b$st oa,t'l"Y QUt his plan$ ilnd. in-. 

1w1gues at a prestigious 6ll'llbas~, ~re).~ably :PaM$.. Atte;r td! .. France was 

!fusaia 1$ parf.ll.er in the DQal Alliance. ,t better plece coUld there b 

tQ llOl"k rO'll ¢loser union of th~ .allianea ~ .:l~o to. 'fort<: f~ a. 1"Uptt.w$ 

in Eul'opeanatrairs? Isv()lsky was w~Ung t~ a !'1oli aTtbtl.$r.lY', and ill 

&9ptEl!1bar~ 1910. Pllris at last fen vacant".59 The death il)f ~elid.ov ~d$ 

1t p(!IseJ.ble t~ !$Volsky to b~Qm. il\ssitUi $bU$ador to P~rl$ . ~!.t1l1 hilS 

new Vatite:g"EI polnt~, Isvm$k,y' e.ould d1r~ct Russian £'ol"eI1gn pol1c;r according 

to lIh cla.ndest!ne and queationable methods. 

9Tql.Ol', p. M)3. 
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ttIII . ISVOLsn AS itUsstA.lI! AJ!f.D!SS!OOft 'ro rRA!:K':fi: . i9~Oc>~ 9~4~ 

13Volo~ !"9.!lignM as Russian i'\~:B'eig;n ru.m.st~ @l'h Septi!'moo:l;> 28~ ~9~08 

He t.v-M !"ep1M19(\ i1!l the to::?G!gn office by 9~gGi Sa~Ql'hov~ 'foyho uaS pe:'.l:'somaUy 

a VG:rt'y tJISn!< lesde:t' . At 'the t;i.m~ 0'£ hi~ appointmmtu SMol:'iOV l'a~?d no desil"o 

to ~ecipi tAt,o el1lothSl' eMte:.·lIl 'O~ he Im!u tMt his 1C0"""-"l'h';V ~IM ill"" 

propueii to moot S'ilch IA clism-~'be.tw~ . !;G\1'er6ho1eS£l t Sttrz,ono"il did not have a 

clow polie;y ot his mJ'l.~ nor tyQS he able to exe!fclsa c(I>ntlfol ow~, ~e soti .. 

'11'1 tios ot hts suoordinstes" ElGp3Clielly those in '~s !1alkrull'.l . ~ ~pl0S of 

these subord"l..nntes W~0 A. 'Joklludov in Sofi1.\. N" ~t:-3ig in oolgrad9~ al'Mi 

A~ IStrols~ i n I?ari.$ .. 'i.'bey ~ by imrJ.ceten,ting pz'og!'~s of ihai.J!' O!.m, wore able 

to fhfay the ?uesi tm to!!"eig~ offiM ~vyi ~nzo.."to·li' to their v;J~ of ihinldng ~ 

In fact, sor'le of their polloies filere "60 pave the 'Ncr:! for the First i"ox-ld 

:nr., 

t"lll'L'ling on00 again to IswJ.sky~ one Ml't see th~t, ho would ~017e to 

be e. very l1.otivo diplomllt. Count i.u%'e.vi~ sai.d, Isvoleky hod CO:J.!.G to 

i'eJ!'is fo!' a nurpose ~ tl'l'o bring the hea..1..1i'1g cY'isis o to db'Goi ~opeM pol1 .. 

ti~s to a b~oach~ can be more effectively a~t in Pml5 ~,:h.:m ste Petel's.., 

bura: . 1"2 1svolsky had cOllIe t,o Pal"is llith a 0:156io..'1 in t'l::m, eI'!d bo SQon be~ 

gM to t-Yol"k to,Tara i tEJ accclltp.1i~hment. He 'l1omd DoC!! ~,~ the parts of e. 

poll tioel Intriguo j Iln intt~igue t.."tat t{culd lean to a gelle!."cl. Dll'oposn oon .. 

nie~e He ..rould 11Or~ closely \11 'l:u'l the French go~e~~cnt aM. with high 

ench oti'icius in this cmmicated and lahYl'i1l1th=like urt!"iguee 

Shortly aftel' his a!"l"i'l1M in Paris in 1910 .. IS'lTolst.-y noticoo that 

'~"""'I Jalam.oho pp . 268",269. 2stiova~ p , 11. 
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lil-{I.1!U'lElg in the wG1t0 Qr the Sail'tO!.~d ,,{Ok'OCCM Ci'isi8 l1 resisted the brtu.t.lli tw 
" or ,,,.ru!'A i'oll"eign policy'. e UM (:ol'tl7inced thllt Frtlnce still oossesstt)d th" 

f!"inciples of ,j'uSt:lC9 t libarty§ ~ progress that had m~de he!" ~El beacon .. 

light ot the WOE'ld g ISvols~ a).so noted that FrMC\9 0 if 'l.mjustiii'ably pro"" 

ked tr.r !}er-many ti l3'ot!ld ldllingly take up QX1'!ltS on the side of Rl.lBeia and 

llhglel'!d . in orjer to dei'end hel' te:rrl tozoy and also to S<9et'1'9 the rotw'n 

of b el!' pe:I',:d.m",w" lrl!lm&;v ibID }:;!'ovinces of' ~eace al".!d 102'rain./),, :J 

. R~3·~crchs.n~Ps t1Yol'k ~ :i..~ !1Q11tt runishE;ls us trIth. Isi701sky~1'I COJ'.TOS ... 

,ndanc9 uh:Ue he uas 'tlI!1bass.o.d(j~ at ?e.ns . Selected passages J..701:! his eor", 

respondenco c!t>:ring toot pcir.i.od t,til help to roaVGM the EJ:L."'rl.ster ~ shre:ifl1. 

a'!ld sly cha\"Mter ~£ thl.s~ . 1J'O!' the most part the pl'ose'."!tat:lon ;{'111 fo!.,. 

10-A a chro..'II!01oe;ical ordot' . ~'lnly tN!.('.Iltmtary evidmee will be presented, 

but, it is ey1dElll!oe whioh be~s directly on Is~olo!<ytlS role as ~mbassadc!;' 

'and his posi tiM or inf1.uencir.g the t~ssiell f'ol'eign !'linictG Ca"onov~ 

'\;'el'l thO"..lt:h Isvolslcy found pX'a:\se taE' the i'renoh W'o;y ot Hfo smi 'for 

its intcl.l.eottl~.l purmits ~ !;\\l'Volsky noticcrl~ shortly afte:- his /U';goitrru.. in 

!>'PiE , that. the :2ren!!.'l~ 'l;7ere eraatly i!?'.nol'a.."'!t 'of fcussia .. 4$ he u·,,"ote to Sa"" 

l3onov in fo'tbru.!\l'y of. 1911 S t'lotl 14culd nS'O'e;:r bolie'Je to ~het degl'eo the peo ... 

plec evan the most sOl'ious . lU'El all i ll in;f'omoo on ~sl!Jie. and Pnstli~ at ... 

ftl.i~s . 1I1~ Thus It'l101skv i:1ould att.eapt to cOlrrect tJue attit:ooG and give the 

Fral'lch people Q botta' cOlH~eption of' ,'luleian lifo < He beliove:d he cou.ld 

bast aohieve this through briLing snd l.nfluel.'lcil~ t.he E"'~nch r.resc . ':'0 do 

this 'offectivelyu hrn~eve:r . he needed money.. It ~1a.S diH'leuit to de..-u nith 

tho pl'OS5 uh~'1 0.'1(1 .lid not hove the meru-as XOi!' affective op~:!"ntion. ?here .. 

f.ora , ~i t i-:Tould be 'tia'ry i.l4portant to Mve n pemMent (;1.:'10. re1isble !!leans of 

-"3ISVolsl;;r. P . 1298 
4Isvo.lslty to ~azonov ~ Februa.ry1 ~ . 1911 0 in rT.n!·ch.mdo [..ano. 

2 vo1$oo varlsw Libl'a.ine du ~avaU ~ l:12Z=192:;l ~ 1 6 p . 35. 
~ 14 'WE! IJoir ........... ~o 
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orientatiM the most, il'!!JX);:,,~t O:rgMEl hars 9 uhich Sl'Q nSruI'ly aT'!, accessible 

only to Bcl.inld,ng' Ltl'fl,"Mlmts .(l.:J f.nd if f't,ssia ti'ould want to rAisE) the que~", 

tiOll of the a'Q.~oi ts o it t-Jow.d b~ '!!'702'''l ir!ipol'tont to htl.'l7e la good P!"c~s v in 

""Moo. 136 Thus. in duo timoo ts~olsl.;,V would coodi t;l.on the Fl'<Zlillch people in ... 

to tlrl.nld.ne that the path 'that !:us sia. 'l::.nted Has :?leo the path for Fl-nnee. 

In 19f 1 IsV'olak,y has some enli t hte...l\ing comme"nt s on the OO'i.u·se of the 

Ceeond MoX'oecan '!'isis ~ tsvobky i'olt that the &ltente nhould side with 

Spain and giVo hat' satisfnction. 110t to do so would t hrow her into tho ams 

or GerrtalW!l alld Germa.rw ~ been very cool to"/iJ.1l".i Spain sinc(3 tho AlgG>cil"ll.£ 

Confe"~m(;leo 1906" Tl.us t S'ii'olsk"J' says l t'lIt ~o'\!ld be VOI'Y recrott.able it t he 

matter no:.l at issue ~Gr0 to leadSr."llin to begia'l to seek t..lle sup?Qrt a!t1d pl'O= 

tection or Gemany~ fl? 'l'he Entell'jW satisfied Spe;in4o l"OCjuent ;-l'helll Tangiell's 

wSS i.nt~tionMi2.ed Md Spmn ",.;M gioon 18, 000 square r.tl.lao ot !1o:rocco in 

~ioVett,hm> 0 1911 . ~inee unsil.\ did not went to get invol~cd i t'! a tJ~ to'!!' 

pl!:rely F't'en~b interests _",olsky ur~ed FrMCEl to take a l\loder~te attitude 

wi th zoegro."d to Ge1-17lal\7 . ,I'£:c-ol'cling to St.i etre ~ !svo1s~~ s u1 timate grotmei of 
, 

his dissatisfac:t.iol'l '!Ias hil.'l feEl1l' of a collision uet;'1ee.n G~'~~ t:&~d Fl"£ln(!C3 ~ 

onf1io'1;, union would 1'Wl co .. mta:r to Russia ' $ aspirntions u.d aims o:r ox .. 

--ansionu and t-Tould have robbed. ,. l'etersbuF'g of tv'orl-in~ tor th e £$ A n'M", 

co ... Ge::rrecn COitlf'liot t10uld not enshlo t..U6Sia to gnin control of the straits. 

'Ibis idea i:3 !tore clet(l.!'ly b:rought out in Isvolsk,Y's letter to ~~ Petws~ 

burgp in Novanbe:r ~ 191'/ 8 I:lJust as Franee has decle:t'oo to us this su .. :tller that 

he (3cw.d not permit the oSUl,hlishment of sxry f oroign po:.w~ in IlorOClCOf/ co, 

too, !t'lU.st lntel'll\! :-rance that Rnssis e3J'l 'not illo-w the SU a! t.s to pass 

, ~9 
into har.cll'5 othel' tM...1".l j,'llssian . 
~~ 

gIS'lolsky to Nerato".~ August 19 . 1 911 ~ in Marchand , r. nO .. 
:J:mro18~' to ::~)i'atov o Oet.ob~r i2Q 1911 0 in MQl'ohand t ! Q 11.;.8 . 

? I El'I101skJ t.o St .. Pet~rsbllrg~ l~",h 28.. 191 ' t i n !·~m.'cha,.'1d . I ~ 64. 
8Sti€Ve~ PIP 33~ 
9T ...... olaky '(.0 st~ rGt ersoU!"g p l~()vSJ1ber 2) , 1911 e i n '1archel'1d, I t. 167 Q 
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"nG thou~ht Otti3l" oc<ml:)ies Isvolt!t:y t s thinkinrr at v .. ~riO'_ts times 

during 1911 . In enl"ly Hal"ch he \n-i.te~ to Sazonov abc..ut the 'Possi:":1lit¥ . . 
" 

of a Btulmi!l crisis ill thE:; next s<rir!£! . X1c tells StH,,('mov thllt. ho mutit 

')k~ 0. ht.~j line in C;lS€i no ~rou1d r.nvc t :: deal wi. th " "I ,k:m cl'iois; 

he mnint,'llns th.at such a erl$~.." il net i.nsvitahle , :im.t at least possiblee
10 

If! December of toot yam- IsvQlsky oonfides to ~ernto'178 "[.ny' loed. collision 

oetm'lcn the PO':JO.:rs il': bou.nd to lo~" to ~ g:.mor.?.1 w.ro?.\Gl.n.n e:mt1..i.ct , in 

'bloh llu!l~d 1, Itl~e CU'ei."'Y other Etll'opean PO"El'l' b :d.21 h!.vo to F11~·Uci.p.:'te . 

··'~th God 9 ~ help th(!) conf'llet T:!JE-Y b~ poatr,cned for a ',JhUe ~ hut tha.t it 

!!I.-'l.y cr.mo at :m::I mo.tuent HO mst hOal{' in I:!j.lrucle • • <".nd ~;G rJUst .n.lso ~31".n ~\~ainst 

it. ,,11 

.i.th tl:.e beginni'ng of the n~ yct:11! , 1912, Iovolsk;r'c thought !JeEllllS 

to be concerned with tho neu French prl.llle m..i.l'rlste!' e..lIlrl rni.nlstel" of :ro~Ei-1gn 
,l 

:d.'fairs v R.n;vmond l'oinero-c . f.'oin{"~e n:ld been s~r.ctnted on .la.~nry 14~ 1912, 

yet the 'Very next d.~ Isvolsky received a visit b"on him. This Hould in"" 

dic~t.c a 'fierY' close degree of i nt; .. t,lac.-y. Says !svoll'~~ oS th£ v.i.dt$ 

liRE; has g'i.'fIen me the nS;,'1lrMCe of hi~ .f'i.:i'li'l irl"(',('l.1tion to lit~;", .. rt,,·tin tll 

CLosest l'elations ~Jith us end t.o dlr0ct- the foreign policy of Franca tn 

c.losest relati.ons In. t!:i us and to direct the ic;reign policy of F!"ance in 

comr.letc nccord \;r1-th :1:(.13 al.ly. 1112 ~oincar6 clso dec1 ~,red ].11 IC la teJr 

Moeting t~a,t tho (,],lianes ,-;1, t.h ~;sin nnd th~ :tbtcnte Col'did.t;; .;1 th Grant 

Bri W..n t-~l"e 111vlolnta tbat Pl'inciplcG of n~c() o s poli M,on.! progrruil • Md 

.hilt ~. if ew",r {) gOVerm'lcnt l~e!'(> so blinded .ns ttl dep,,'ld', ft> t.hm. it 

\;oulJ be bound to eoll.t\pse at once under the -tndi~~tion of Fl'G,u~h w.blic 

omnlon. &t 3 

'=-='" 10 . '" 
l~~eve. p .. 9,). 
l~s'Volsky to ~t . 

·'l.svolsq to d;.. 

llIS"Jolsky- to Nel·~.tQ'U' ; reccmber 200 1911 , in Siieber-t , 
}'~tereoorg . Janu~.J:'y 15& 1912~ ill. "Lorehl1l'!d, I . 180 .. 
PetG:i."sbu.rG ~ ~ebl1.w!"y 15, 193,2, in t-c!l'Chrulj ~ I " 193. 

'.;). 612 .. 
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asntta Isvohky ts cl.osenel:l$ 'Go 'Po:i..nCt3.l"~ o he still town··1 it lhecessat'y 

to en Ucri.zE) hls .9hol~tco!:ilil\~ss oinc~e~ tl',ho pO;:;S~}SEles !'ohu.st ql!o.ll t.isc M , 

is' ".t, the l:l&l!le tin'_o a:t(;e3~i'\icly r :!:'ou(l .. and ta.kes to hGtll't vC't'Y stl~ollglYiihat o 

to hls vi E'r"4o COltu::t,i"i:t1tcs 1.nd1.f::"or'f;nce as~c~31"ds his ,"etlon or HG oPin'jon ,, ~ 

Yot Isvolsky stntctl that ro:lnoaro sbO"Ctl r;raat eonsidel"ntic.n t..o'\.~.rd him • 

• 1lld dlroC"(H;~oo matt,,,)l"!;) ~~1 th h.tm as fl"eql1ently and as thoro~h1y :'lS possihle .. 

Co mach doE'S lsvolsb! thini~ of' PoinclU"~ that he till.s :';;.<J.zono'ii tht.-' " 

':·rou,ld be lnport ... snt roY: fus3in to n.:l.1Te h"lm on hei"' sidG i:!' n c:d.uis b:t"oke 

Oil~.15 This is tlle bcg.~nn~ of the in:l!uenoe 'Which IsvolsF.3 hor-os t~t 
I 

?oincal"<" ,vi!.l hnve en So.ZOl:l(j~ ~. 

ClFlce S';;eL~ ~ J.svo1sky brings up the (Jt!est,ion of a oonr.t.ict. In a 

lette~ to St. ~etc~~~~e ~ in Feb\~ary. 1~12, I svolsky states thnt the 

"'Tench' ministry GxpGcted nel, l:i'lter-nlltlonal co;;nr.J.i<:ation!:l in the 

spring 0 a~N thus ae:t..1 "ely ccnt:inuod to pl'Or2.l"Cl fol" r.Ui t.'l!'Y Opel':.l tions e 1~) 

t.hout that £lru"JC tjtl.e ~ Lord Hru.dM6 uent to Bet'lin in order to u'Y to 

eomc to t~1'!i"!~ l.Jith Glzl"Wlny evel'" the navel issue. !svolskyc ho ':ovl..iJ." p 

1101>OCl that C.!'oat B:rtu·1.n al' .. d (k;l'T.lt\ny "ould not come to IU1. unils.l"standing e 'If 

that we~'e t.o hupperto then Gomnany would- tUl"sue t l'G s tr6ng"thening of its 

N!'!l\V .1i th redoubled energy, end this ~ .. ou1d tl1..'\ke i t l14ee~$Sa.r'J );'01" Franc" 

and 1'"' 
SS; Il u lilm:;ls>3 o tI:I inCl'e.'lE€ their rc<"litru"'J Sti-CllSth . nd if that 

gGre to hntit:Gn . the t:10 partnel' s Gould find it vU':J difficult to koop up 

i th G-e~n..'1Y in the D.rml'l;t~lIlt.S rnce . .lei ther 2110 FrE':neh no," t,1::e fussi.::-.n 

econo:"!Y\)l"O 0...'1 '/'Xi1!" ui. th the C.,g~M eoon(}."!Y~ so nt:l thel" eClmtr'"j' cou.ld eve:!' 

under SU<lh circw:no t ancas o galn pl:'0t:>o~de!'~.roee 0"19::' Gc:w.t<'.i'Jj7" in mlit a.:ty tl1atte1"s " 

_ ....--&4I ::;volsky t 
1SIoV'olsll7 to 
16Isvolsky t,.., 
171svolslqr to 

. .•... 

"2zonn\', '":'ebruary 29. 19120 .ll! t!a.rch"-l1<..~ ~ I ~ 2048 

SaMll0ir$ ~ime 20. 1912. in l'Iarchande :r. 2~2. 
·'t. rE>tcrG!:m!'3 ~ Fobruary 1S t 1912~ in 1Ia.:!."'chand, 1i 19L ~ 
<'1. '1 Petel'G::ml"Ce ::'ebl'U.M"'] 29, 191Z.p in i.i:u:'c!:l;lncl:e I f 201 • 
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NOH that lsvolsk;};' hM cono to grips with the postd.blli1'.\r of M'lrlng 

Ooinc~:l"e influence S".zonov II he decided to tacklo another prohlem of grout 
" 

lluportsnccn that of turning Sazono'lf ag~lns'(, the i'l*snch ambasMdor <'.t'.'it .. 

Foter9bur~h Goorees Louis . 'the i'i!l>st eoode of '~hitl plan Iovo1sky plm'lted 

in ~arly 1912 in a letter to Stlzonovs llBince}.'@ Georg6s LOllis does not 

tUI'mys oc.nvey- very 0X1o'.Otl.y lJMt i~ s2id to him in St. Fetersbttt'·;;. ! do ,r.")t, 

understand ~,;hy you prafol' to conVerso In.. th P: l' is on this question through 
~ ., 

his lntemedia.~ rAther thnn thl"otlgb llU) . - ) In ""..?ron Isvolsky goo£; '" li tUe 

further ~r:I. th hi D nil to detach onev from Louis ~ ~e~aminds Sn~Qnovt 

ltfJo not tm-get thnt ! have t.h(!; enttrly uncJescMTsd re;,u.t~tinn or be inJ ~ 

l't1£tllOi:lhobe .... i.lhUo yml m-e l"sgal"ded n,r; .n GemtmophUe MQ nE: :tndH'rer~nt 

and cool to'"..rlU"ds Fl'Mce a~d thE 1'rinla l\llia..~oe ~ i 9 
l.t SC(l1'le(/ that ):svolsky i s 

plan was beg-l.l'minz to 'bear fruit . Note Isvolsky · s lett():.· 'l;c ,ss.zono'lr In i.nril: 

III DeG that you a!"G lItore nnrJ. more 'llssatisfied "'1 t b 1/ . ('~orge9 l.ouis and l1it.."1 

his !'termer of cClweying here COiTl!"!lln1ca'tions gtven to h1r.1. ~~t r;eems to r.!.C 

th~t you:!!' dissat;isi':.:lcti.on -In ent.~l·tdy jasti£'lod ... ~ . X shill i ,t''='S9 en 

Foincr.ro thnt it 1voltld be desl:i:';;'Ihle to repIne!\} h-1:~ ,T,i t.b S MOt'e sui. tD.hlo 

r:ersonllli ty" 11
20 

Iitr1d'tlntly Louis t arlO raul i l'me tb~t ha h'ld cl.Vi&YS advooated 

a moderat.e t>.nd lseacoful p<>l:l.cy. 2l Moreover, he did not :iOrd h:1s l'E'po, .. t~ in 

0. n:ro~~sslfll'l 1ll::mtl(1l" e Ll ~~! lS120 Isvolsk1 stJ.YEl that it i. r.. c.:ood thai the 

spli t fln;:l1.y camoo fot' in the fmd the r~port$ of Lou is ('ou.ld cause 
22 

lnel>al"nhle;J?orJU to t'ust';o",rrencli relnttnns & In Motber lattor ot that 

S ~,fl1e l!'l.onth ~ I£volsky so::!s thnt he incU.clated to ~'oincaro th3t~ tn t.."1e in'(,el'sst 

--== i~IGVOlaky to Sazonov q FebI'Ual"IJ 29~ 1912 ~ 'in liareh.:'lndo I I 204. 
20~s~o10ky to Sazonov t :&r?h 1~, 1912, in ~l:U'oh:md . I . 2l.,? e 

21Is'!101sky to SaZOflO'Ir. Aplt'll li p 1912. in fl.:l!!'ch:md p I . 2Jl . 
;>Stieve. p . 62. 
'Isvolsky to Sazonov. li:ly 23" 19120 in r$.rch.1l1!d ~ I $ 258 .. 

' ; .' .. ' 
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of Wi'.9.:llco.,,:;?ues:l.N'1 t'elntiollt; o It. 'iJou.ld be dl')sil"~h.1'J to ::-oT'lace Lot '..1$ " 

Z 
soon6l1" (n> 1 I.L tEl l' 0 by another pot'so''le ., f.l"k:oloraate ~ Tfi'il'olckr did net ., 

CI)l:"stdm' Louis \3. diplor".lJ{, h\ilcaus,,-, he (i,',if.) l1D'~ ·,)t'O ... f'",-sd~ 3r~d wc.tl~d not 

0., l ... ttt!\£" ol~ i2"ltLJ1ga~:s e 

In lful.\! o l'll':! e If-lvolslty G;!';)ak;:; or It."ll;y' to the 

T:d'ole tnt",:,::'e . "'\\) :eels t!~a'::' .1.":;""11.;</ should nt-t fOl."mnlly ,,~t!'.d'!'!ll': flo'!Jll1 

i..he :wipl e JI.llia."lOe $ sh"lca tout (~uu1d leed to eOt"\'lpllcli: .. ~icns o i!e t, I.rl nks 

it bc:;t that 1·I:£,1y ii'E'!llaUl in 'cue nlirnc(;O' b(C~'U::lO she is the !'~PN~ss1. ... r~ 
",I, 

nt ill the '1l'i:::il.e !11h;.noe. ·--a.; l::"J'olstq spo<ru.1d.ct; on tho n,ru.o ..... 'fu:d'.ish. 

;>1... ·fCCOr'{,U.l~ to h:Lrn .. 'I'odol'C''17 ~ tl!E'l Fulg~i'~all nini.:i'tN' of fi;:~!'.nce ji j S 

oon,\,.~neGd tlmt . D. :oap"ld conclusion of the i:ar would no'':, be in the intot·est 

of Mgm .i.a . ti:.e enci the p:;"eseut s~.r-~ggle shodd • 83Ircn both Stater:; 

tJ:l::t2'€l1lf}ly Q ro°,a ll.illCoflg tho pow-ers t.mich rtre. In hostile 

t "'1:1V:10 lUi' '~a lavie Balkan St.atcs 6 ,,25 1-!or00110::' ~ b.:~ G .;;h7-1~ml e !~oulc 

enable the 2..u.t{w s'tates to rise against 'ful'key nora ca.s!J.y ~ :ne oan se 

J8J\onoV I S zo€:-P02"t. i;.o the t51'.1. ..... tb.Et. he ll.l'ldel'Sumdti t:h.c ·.r:>~ue of It.aly to the 

'Il'lple E.'1tonte w 

Once lli;ain IsV"olsky l'Ct,u;t-nC 'i-.:; tho' idos of having POb1Cs:..'O visit -';:' e 

r0~:ersb1.1::';.. .. 'Ihis r.:'ocid enu;)lc Poln~<:l'e 'to boa.' of Sa::.o!t .. ",V' . ,., rsvolsky 

SP.:V~: n·~s mch as the tr-lp to ::>t. YGWrSbul'g of l!Iimstel'::; 1 'Lk.:. Cr-uppi 

01" de ,5;elves apP€3 .. '()d to me :'11.pE:;r.i'luouc . So much so thG ~)'is:t t of Poillcara 

Z 
a1)r.t)at'~ to me usoful Clnd dedrtl.ble . " Poinc:ll'e ,t1.d vistt ':'1;, . i'etcl'sburg 

w 

in the ru.'!":'lCU' of 1912. el'l~l ENidcnt.1.y made £'. favo!>able l;,lPl'Csslcn on C1&zonov. 

AS Si'.zonOiT :t'ela.tos .in his )'or-or';:' to the tSal" in 1.t!g\!st of: th.".t yeru- s. 

;::r0'{70131ty tb Sezonc'iT, 'ny 17, 1912, in ~hX'c:h~~ . I J 251 . 
2"Isvolsky to st . PetersburG ' Ji.m~ 6 ~ 1912, in '.ml"chand, 1 u 266 . 
25roidc, ! . 267 . 
').6Ysvol flky to So.ZMOV p K.aroh 213;, 1912. in "l,':'l'ch!U1J , I ~ ;.21 . 



"1 ',UtS VI!I:;'''Y hapIY to h:me had the oocas),ol1l tomnlw th.;? t!cqu~d,ntsnce ()'i: \', e 

.'oL"lCa1"S .g:nd to ()t!te!'ll~ to pel' s'm,~ 1 rel c, tion g ;,l'.Uili. hiln, . & -::':J.() CXCha~1g" of 
" 

"~'HS thnt t ho,d tit th him. left ,'ill) ,ri. t1. tho imD:;,~as sion thc;t in M.m Rl\s,sia 

~)OSSCElG .. d ;1 t.l"ua ithi''nl , ';:"l.':lond ~ gifted ~)ith '~~.l:Hit1 politi;~al 

""nt,a1l.ig<::~,M z.:.,.d tr_ th X! tnf1.c7d.;'lEi "Jill . VI r-;"'ZO:-1CV ocnolndc!; hiD l'epo!':'t 

wi th sume 1":1 \;he:- :'\sv.ln:; shine t.rurds~ n In case of :t c:'inis ill t?1t'Z:f'1Hl.t:l.Ql'H1..1 

rlZ",l~tirntJ . ~.t l-mt'.ld. be \."E1'J: desirablo that nt the be:ld of om" alIyOs 

g('rvell'n!IWJ'!t chould st~~;,l ~ ,1 f. !lot ~t . t>oinoare htmsalfD at t,,11 O1J'e~'l'~,s a. 

pA:,"son,ollt~7 a:> X"es..,J.l.lt,e and us ei1t~_re!y 11nafiaid ~t l"'(;Js~lvt~tbi.1i 'G7l ns the 

,,'"' 
present. Jr8'lch p.'t'o:':l~.l' . t.l "I ~1ll the t;<'t"ecCJdi.nB,t i t woulri S~e':;j obviout:: that 

Isvolr: lt: r l:tn IJ,co:."Ir~l.il'lhed hie; ;.'!lssion wH.h !"egBl"C1 -::.0 P"L.,cnre> nnd S.:l~Ol'!.ov .. 

Po!.nOt'J'O ~ '3 '\nl."l.ue.r.·jO liT'!!! b!'",uf\nt. t,o becr en £szonov~ and l~O a20"0"1 ,·ms 

a.~ al'( ',n';~ adlll~l'e!' of the ~nch :f0l~5.gn lniniater" 

Tu..m :*, to milH.!!"· fer :.l. Horeant, ona t-:ill be a')).o 'ti.) sea i'.hl.t 

the F:r..:m!lc-'f,~u::~iru, r:211lt~fI'Y c:o!1'!rantion 01 1892 tiaS no~ stt-engt~lel'lEid in 1912 

by n l'tl.v.il CNlV~"lt.iO!\ The ~twn:'nZ took phca en July 16. ru.'ld '..rtiolc L:-

f tho tl'oat.v ,$t.ute-J$ ~Fol" th,~ dur.',d;,:1.o ;l ~ elibo!'at'1.o1!'l ~ r..nd S0CrE)(Wr the 

jj:r~,SE'nt eonve-,~Uo),:l tEl simila!.' to th mill tary eC'lwe~tio~ of. J,uguot l? 0 lr9"e 

.an::: to S'<lb'J'."Q':1(,l1t £!C':':e-rcls , ~ ... 8 L" his !'e~"Ort, the tS'll'-~ SoZI):,!,!OV steted 

th<>.t the oo~r~inued exch3j;ge of ideas bt·bec-n t.he '::'eneh and the Fnglish. 

bOVel"l':':1ento nos hOod ff't'J.' " a l"csu.l t n ~,el'bal cOl'lVentiotl ':lerebJ' r.ngl"1w:l 

had der.:llu'6d hc!'s;:Ilf ready to 100."1 hGlp to France by :i ts 11\..~~ ~.S l,jell v,s 

hy t t~ sel;!. fo::-cos v in C:lse of ten i?cttack Ol!! G6 .. ~any~s p(1...t', ~ '!l :tDnd, :n.glP.ll'i 

pl'omiscd to .')tIwist FNU'lce th~o'Ueh til€! scncln;;; of l'J. . d~tacmcnt of 10:}, 000 

men to th<':l Iio1rdrir;l i"!'m1tic1"q t.:') l'Elr!'"ees the el"Il:)'tion of the lhn'rnan amy 

-=-=- Zl 
.~8~e{,.l'1':!i1iE; lla,:;01't ';:''1 the TSlll' h August 4, 1912(> 'tn Ml'reh.~d c n ~ )4.5 .. 
• !s""fol",ky to Nel'atov~ July 1. ' t 1912(l in ~a,l'cl'umd . I t 299. 

", .. { 



L~ , 

t h!'"uCh i3e1GiU!!!~ G:'l e~\ption to';. .. 1Jhinh trle ~~ench ge:2~!,.,1 s'W:f. i·rat ted, 

ThusF~'<U1ee d:'..d no\:. ha'\/'o to 1;O::'l'j-' about the lack of tr00pEl a..,d ruat,(;·::."i~l(, it 

GeZ'.1lf''':'''Y l'O"!OZe .. 1\\:'; E.'1g1t'\ml ' .rould c e to !leI" r9;)C't\e ~ 
-9 

!.4.t ~ e 191? ~ '~:::'!.'rJl[)ky ':7'o'(.e ., • P(:tcl'cburr;o ~nin;; the 

fO!'.:lign nt'i.n ·t~'b.·y t::\;ou';;' P·:):l.n..:.:t:1:'" ~D Zt'..d.inC1" ~mout :t gona:!':>.]. w~~ . Poinc'>rs 

felt th.; t, ,o;slhllHles ,ZOl' 'l.m~$ G:~ thm' !'IU"key 

tr.igh t atta,~l~ Dulgr,:::-i.n O!' JI!lst,·o ... 11t.J.nr:e.1"Y might t).ttac}. t:,~rb.tll & In eUhEli!' 

c~s .;OUld be dt'alm into th~ C'onf'lict 31'1d li!-t'ncE: tJould CQile to hel' 

... :1." . :'llis .:culd bfa ~ven more so ~·ret'e the; conflict. to !'€tmlt ~.n the D-rl!lcd 

l.nte:~ve:1'ti.O!i by C-erm~'.ny ., '!'hen the French c:o~e~,\::jent 'WO'uld reMQnize this 

as a. ~.:,:"f. 2r.2.~~~U:f.fl 8n.d TJo1!l() l'J1)t. hesi tIi>:te for minute to fulfill its 

iUlit!!!'Y ooHgai:.io:!" 12S s~. a ~ tti:!'olu:3l.1 t.he t.l\~;1 es t ~.1l b3 

COluljc1~l"ed o !'loincare a!;~",e:U 1-1.'3 otho:t' inforl'l~d al'ld !'espcmslblc persons 

in ths F1'c;;1e~1 gO'\i('.'t"~.'?ent, heIl<:;,;re that rraIlc'(l ruu!. Russin ho:vG an excellent 

chm'l r raececc in S\l '.'f .1. g'en~ !·.'ll conf'li et. ~ 

The (,vC{;')ts in tho, &1kt'..l'1fi .ibout t his ti..m~ are v~ry' t~set,tlecJ . l\Ct 

cmly dc, U!e S'Lwlc Etl'lte::; h."1ve eyes on e,onfUct~ ~d th tu:4 1:ov ::'';'1d ~ tl 

., 0 b:~t their gl"E:·cd and grand desiC!:t the;}' h.,,,"e f.'rll'l!rul£lted, 

huve int,o l.U'1f:l'ic'i¥lly ter\7ls Hi th eo.ch other . hI genol."'ll t t.he 

Ec..lkal't $1 t.t1:\t;io~ is ,,"s,.· Y u.ns~~1.tJ.e . Th:'l.s prcm-pts I$1-o1sk: (}:.nsider.' 

tho pt)s!;ibU; ·i:.iC5 of a. '1:ll' J,hich M' gbt Cf.l~e tC' pas 8~ A .:!.oci&ive victol";~i' 

of tho Hr·) tmn I>tah·s . '" simUalO' victory of thE: 'l\U'lrs ~ nud .n a:N1zglng out 

of the :.mr . J.n each of i:.hese possibili t ies j'svolsl:y aifn"s :come .li'!I.erest,... 

• ng j t:}e"., & fl ecisivc 'Ii'iet.ory of the !.lalkan states: this possibUyt;; 

cemed le;!'.st H.kel y to hir.1 . foS' him. It ,T(r"ld be most d~.llgerous in it~l 
, . 

~ 21 

",O?n.zonov l s ?"l;'P()l't to 'Ut\) '1'!:Ja::" e !'.llg'tlst 4. 1912, • 
.; !m;-olsl-;r to ft~ r.et£:j;·sbll!'I.:: ~ 'Ililptember 12 ~ 191£., 

.i 
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cons"'quancl:.'I6 fel':- ee11el"·.l peace- . 'l"rut.t .:)" tcl)llliJ ~nulc1 . ush int,' the !C1"0erOlmd 

i~ .aU i t-15 htstOl'.;.Cru. 8-Lr,1.1i fi"a.nce~ th.e question of tho strug£le of tho Slavs 
" 

not only ag~.:i.n(;'t Isln.mi.sjl but 3lso against '3(~:rl7!ardE..:r-... In ouch a cast Q 

it' uf.lulrl h:i::,cllv be pOl3siblfl to ·~)Ut one'o f; l'ai ttl 1:1 allY pelHative nan.sr 1'3S ~ 

~.nd it~woulr1 bcnmlJe ):ooessa:;AY then to pre'tlarc rot:' U f!l'Emt :.md deoll3iv~ 

f41lnS 1:'al 1!)E'o~em ~r e ZltS l·ma the thought most dem.' to ISi7c1.s~7 g stear 

1 t. Ou'l." •. uad t.;i.th the C;~si.l'e t,o h3V~ the ::;Olavs have thai:- day of reckc·.n1ng 

,dth. no "11:1.1' the 'l'euwns bl1.t dso wlt'1. the Turkt' . Tn such u cn~E1 o 

I~voJ.:!:k~l "T con:Z'id!~nt ths.t the S1J.;:I~;:-iO.l· ~·1a.v1 c f02'Oef; ~ unGo~' tho lear1e~:.ship 

of b,i l: i>:t.'o~h.e~ f.1.\S51." ~ i'iould 6<li,~1 Il t.r~~ndmls vietm.·y O"1(;T: th~ othel:" 

fore· • TIt.' }:'lGsi? would Itav.z ga.tnc hel' tstoric rdsslc·, . ile c,)nt.~;il 

or. th.c; ~f,~f::~ t,:; E! to the seM11d po$s:i.bU i tys .\ dcci sl"V·:- tory by 

'I'l.\:rb<lY w<Y11d b" ;:;. 11 I~l:.le less d::Wlgerour:: from the g.'ns!'il .t't\r.Cl:"'~.nn stanCl 

pob~t , bu.t :I. ·~, ';"j\')uld b~ €xtrP.!11c11 infUl for l"";Jf.H.,ia . ('tory 

'Would produce Mn t)nOl"L~OUr., t.lr:cltem~mt. of pnhlic clpinlon 'in E:A<:sitl . $nd It 

~';'ould ir"pose upcn fU5!;lU a. moral ale of ccm"lng; to "i:h . "" :?le.rtc 

St-?t, ;:' . Tr.id.n' sucl' circumstenc9S Q -:Useia. .·;wld (;.ntI91"' thIS B.·,,1kntl Eli t.nati"n 

not so lllUCi:- ou t of' r:..~<'~1!lnal l1.i.'ld b;("ot.herly love for the , 'It. 

ratber out oi' tb\!' dz'lv'.xu, :force fc'!" na:U.cr.d prestige un':; tc:"rJto.l·:l.al 

. th ·~::ll't··· th ..... ", . ~, 1 ........ '1 vel' SJ.r.ce ,,().;. .... t::en • cCI.'a"",ry , nssH). l..se; ,:;€cn v j. (,a l. Y 

:l.:;tA.lt'ectes j ll'l t.Ils ':alkans . l..vo."'l though shE: 1MIy h<,ve cl.e be t.he 

oh&nroion fo:.' the inc)..:lpen1ellCti of tile 2larlc rt.'ltes i in Frt!'(jt:i.cc she 1;."·r,1S 

I1c",;.uillly thf' opp.",(,,£'i'::E'OY· "r thtSl.r- l'l'eedo~ . ~t1,C' Tsar'Lf;t Ettlpi:t r, lo,'Ir1 tr:J.ed 
--. 

g!'oup~ "lvlde:r its Mrttrol ~ ;·hethal· they ';e.t'e of 

Cilnvic Or-j.fr~n nl" not . t times it s6€ll1ed ·n.at other Slnv:te nnticnd itiotl 

under ~lSf;'l.ffi'. lSilc!ers!-.iT) sutf'el'od ml"lt'0 b:"Uto.l :'~troci tios ~md h<l.z,jships than 

their non ... S1.?vic l'lotiona.E ttes ~·,tthi.n tho (;onfi.nos of' tbe IlLssie.n frlpil"O. 
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s to the third possibility - a stalemate : the dragging out of military 

operations t,ri t hou t the decisive success on either side woul d probably call. 

f orth the coll ective mediation of the powers . 31 

I n case of an outbr eak of hostilities in Eur ope , especially in the 

Bal kans , Isvolsky wondered just hm.; much ai d Fran ce ,·JQuld off er her ally . 

Yet Isvolsky was ~,rorking not only to .vin over the French government bu t also 

to orientate the French public to Russia ' s .ray of t hinki ng . Note how 

effectively his pla.n is ivorking . In a letter t o Sazonov , on November 

7 , 1 912 , Isvolsky says : "Wher eas to the present , France had decla red to us 

tha t local events , that is to say , pur el y Bal kan , could provoke on her 

uart only diplomatic ac ts and no a ctive interventi on , she now a r pear s to 

rec C'gni ze that an Austrian terri torial conques t Noul d disturb the general 

European equili br ium , a nd also France ' s m.m int erests . ,, 32 At t his [ oint , 

Poi ncare and t he French officials are waVer ing on t heir official pos i tion . 

Shortly they will come over to Isvolsky ' s " ay of t hi nki ng , as evidenced 

by Poincare ' s b l ank check to Rus sia p In a. letter on Nevember 1 7 , 1912 , 

Isvolsky \-Trites : "I t is for Russia , Poincare tol d me , to take the initiativ e 

in a question i n Ivhich she appea ' s the 'principal i n terested par t y; " hile 

it ,,'il l b E France ' s role to l end Russia her mos t empha tic and a ctive 

support; in taking the initiative upon itsElf the French Government 

woul d risk plac ing itself in a position of fore s t all i ng the intentions of 

its Ally .,, 33 I n summary t o t hi s letter , PO'i.n care added t hat if Rus sia 

declares ~'lar , so will Fr r-1 nce , since it i s vn01m that in t his que s tion , 

behi nd Aus tria l,rill be Germany . 

3J ISvolsky to St . Petersburg , October 23 , 1 91 2 , in JVlarchand , I , 335 . 
32Isvolsky to Sazonov , November 7 , 1 912 , in Ivlarchand , I , 31.)2 . 
33I svo1sky to St . Petersburg , November 1 7 . 191 2 , in Marchand . I , 346 . 

';,-,,'; 
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Concerning Poincare l s blank check to Rassia, St ieve offers an 

inter~sting comment.' He elaims that this doewnent, was of' the greatest 

importance in the history of the process that bd to the world WBl" . 
" 

Germany has been blamed for allowing Austria til. free hand after the SllrajEIVo 

assassine;ti.on in her dealings with Serbia, a hee hand p that 1s .• in a: 

war whioh Berlin hope4 would ~ localized. More tluln eighteen months before 

this , the Frenoh prime minister. in saying that tif Russia goes to war. Frane 

11 do the s·ame. If allOti'ed the Tsarist ~t~ just a$ Wide til. mea$Ul'G ot 

unquestioned Plena~ power. 34 

1sv01 sl<y continues to inform st,. Petel'sburg of Franee · s pledge or 
support in caS!!) of a conflict . On November 20, 1912 .. he tf.l"ote t Poincare 

said to T1.ttoni that 1f the AUlStro- Serbian oon:rliet led to a g~mel'al Wall' , 

Rissia could count on the armed support of France. J.5 Isvolsky was also 

very thankful that Poincare .. rather than others wa~ .d:i.reeting Frenoh 

foreign pollCy.. In til. letter of November 21 , he says, ltJ: think then tJith 

f ear to what :it would have been 1f:t in his place in ,. the cr'i tiep.:t times 
I 'i 

that we live •. the French gottern.Y::tent bs.d had at its head Ctrl.l1aux or 

Clemenesau . u36 (Isvolsky $peculilted on French intervention,,) Note 

his leU61" to s&'ZQnov in e.lU'ly DeoembaN IITbe oa.~; f()edet;J.s o.ceurlS. in 

!l.Qcorciance with the e~tst1ng Franco.Russb:n military convention. at the 

moment l"hen German military intervention a.ppears; up to th4t tilne it will 

be P.ranoe ' 5 part to tI.COO:M us the most active and ~:merget1o d1plQnlatl0 

supPQrt: however ,. the possibili. ty of non ptU'ely diplomatic actlot)s •• ie 

~st1eve~t p . 114p .. • • 

J5IsVQlsky to St. Petersbu.rg~. Novelllbf3,r 20." 1912. ~n Marchand. I , 347 ... )48. 
Isvolsl<;v to $a.zonov. November 21 . 191a., in Marohand. I f 351 . 
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not EUtcluded. ,,37 Is:volsky also reminded SaZOtlOV that Poinoare had to 

batUe inf'luentl.al elements In his ow-n party, who were very hostile to 

Russia and '"ere opposed to France's bedOllling invol\1'ed in a Balkan WIU' ~ :38 

Yet !svol sky seemed pleased 'Wi th havi~ do deal wi th Poincare. and not 

with any other officials in the French government that 'might be hostile to 

Russia . Isvolsky also told Sazonov about E~gland's position in case of a 

conf1ict~ As he says in h1$ letter of J'.)e.c~ber .5. 1912~ '.the London Cabinet 

wishes to guard its nwtJ;oallty in a case where Gel"lllany 1s found engaged in 

a war not prov(lked by the Germafl side", Ltwas true that. Sir Edward Grey, 

·itish forfdgn ministel"~ was very pacifistio . ita did not wish to 

draw England tnto any sort of ,conflict. Yet Isvolslo/ reminded Se.~onov that 

the Anglo.fr~ch military oonvention had a strong and comPlete charaoter 

like the Franco-Russian Convention)9 Therefore , in time of extreme need ~ 

it might be , 591b19 for Fr~~ce to per suade England . give 11~ active 

support to a conf'llct,.. Isvolst<y lIdght also ~l"Y to bring about a milt t.ary 

and navel convGnt..ion between Russia and ll'nghnd ~ Such jl·si tuatton would 

necess.arUy,bring England into a aonUlet. if 1 t WQtll.d ariee ~ '!'h~efo:re , 

Isvolsky "rould now l:,>egin to press th~ French governmc.nt officWs. especially 

Poincare and Mouse to mlllke oVertures to the English govel'nl1ient. and 

ncouraga England to make a mUitary and nnval agreement with , talssia ~ Thi~ 

.,ould help to fortifJr the TriPle :Entente" making it ' ever ready against the 

p<?N'erf'ul forces of the Triple Alli.ance .: 

In November ot 1912 Isvolsky infol"mlild Sazonov of a couple of inter ... 

esUne; taots . _ On, November 2;" he commented upon the supposed underhanded 

ctivities of the Russian ministers in the Balkans. To Po1ncare l s remark 

-5~Isvo1$ky to Sa~()nov,. December 5 .. 1912. in fiarchand, I .. )62 . 
Isvolsky to &zonov. November 21. " 1912, in Stieve, p . 1)2 . 

39Isvolsk:y to Sazonov t December 5. 1912; in Mal'ahand •. I , 36:5. 

-, .. -
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that 1 t ltas alleged fl-om several sides that M. !iart~1i€h the RUssian 

minist':ll; in Balgrade~ continued ,"0 tilei te the Serbians against the Anstrlan~ . 

Isvolsky replied, "From my experience in 1908. I was all to 1-rell al4a.re how 

easily l1njust charges ~lere made aga.inst Russia and Russian diplomats . n
40 

" 

'!'hUB . while Isvolsky ~ew firsthand of the aotivities of the Russian 

diplomat s in the Balkans. he .. 1.shed to assure the ,,,ea}( Sazonov, that matters 

were under control ~ He tried to persu.ade him. not to give any credence to 

those eharges ~ In another lotte:r .. a f$w days lstar~ lavolsll'y told Sazonov 
, 

that he had told PoincfU's that there had never boon any ql1estion of ne-~trali-
, , , 

ing the Stra.its . Isvolsky MAintained that the solution proposed by him 

in 1908 wa.s of a different nature .. That solution would have given Rnssia 

p:repondernnce in the mack Sea area ., However" I svolsky. felt NIB.ssured whf)n 
, , , 

Potneceb.nfol'llled b:im that if RgS$i~ had any intention ()f , raising the 
, I '.' , ",,' , ', "" ' 

,;;.'{.rai ts question again. France lvould of c<>urSEl gi.ve her most epergetie 

support to sl1Qh a. pla:n ~ The only thing Franee would,Qjtpact w~d be to appl"ise 

her in due time of Russiats plans and i~tentions .41 This lIould enable 

Polnoare and the French government t o drientate the F:reneh plblic to support 

Rus sia in her qnest to obtain eontl"ol of the SV a:l,1:.$ by the time that question 

would COllle up , By influencing the press and oth~r means of communioation., 

Poincare hoped to win o'l)'er the French public to the IIprOper" .my of thinking .• 

In Dece!I1ber , 1912. an important domestic event was reMhing a peak 

in Freneh 1if"e . vlithin a month the French peopJ.e would elect a. president; 

a ttw1 ~vho t.zould guide the Frenoh nation for the next seven YeArs . unong 

those in the running was Poincare, Isvolsq's tl'iend . No'\-, it was 18\1'01$ky'8 

job to see . that Poincaro was el,e()t~ president of li'ral;lce1' 'Ibis woq.1d 

:OIsvo1Sky to Saz.onov~ Nevember 23. 1912. in Siebert. p~ 408 ~ 
lIsvolsky to Sazonov~ November 26, 1912. in Siebert, p" 414, 
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inSUl."e III continuit.y in the closeness of Fr-ancQ-Russian relatit ns . Thus. 

Isvolsl<y would hll\ve to usee"ery lIlElahS at hi(; di&posal to infiuene19 the . " 

outcome of ' the election. 'Bribing the preS's would be a very important 

JlUl.tter for him. Not$ his letter to Sazonov about a month befor¢ the 

eleotiol'U ItI am trying to maintain dispQ$1t1ons that are desirable to us among 

the members of goverment and the political worl,d. I am pre~ently dOing 

ever-ything possible to influenoe the Press . Under t his rapport, thanks to 

dlever measures taken in t.:1me .• substantial result~ hV'0 beenattaint3rl. 

~ s you know, I take no direct. ~t in the d1$tribu~ton of subsidies ~ d42 

Isvols~ went on to state that the French ministers of foreign affa.irs and 

finance were entrtuited with maki ng the distribution to Ule press . Ae 

IS\folsky stated, thi.s means a.ppear-cd e.ff'ec;Uve and, att.ained itlS gosl . 

Along with the s.ame idea of influencing the p:ressll !svolsky' has another aim 

ill llli lld . must raise the image or thf!) Triple Fntente.. }, s he mot tea to 
\. 

Saeonov in m1d ... DeoantJeN tin is no longer the id4fla that Franc .• ,would go 

to 'War for fo.~&ign interests that I would have to combat. but i'ath61' the 
. . .!! 

fear that ~ Ql'4!' too palSsive 111 tbe question ooncerni J,'lg the situation and 
" 4) 

the presti.ge of the ent1,re Entente . it , -

As the date of the el.eotion approaches. lsvolsky g1,"O,';-S m~e . ' . 
ruudousand concerned About the outcome of it. He haa spent much tme 

and energy tr-,ring ~ . 1nflu$~oe the French press . , ~i s ·campm.gn has cost him 
44 

OYer six million .francs . That is ho~" much the Ri1s6iOlJl government paid 

in order ~ have the friend of Rus sia elected president of Fran~e . 

- 42 
4JIsvolsky to Sazonov, DElcGIllber 18 , 1912. in Marchand., I . 371 . 
44Ibid.. I , 372., . '. 

Be:rstein. H ... Cebbrities g! Our time , London" 192.5. p . 16,5 . 
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On th$ eve of th$ e1$Ct10fi~ I$VOlfSk,r W48 stUl ~et? .ch 6XC'iter.h ~omor,.OW' 
.. 

is the pl'tsldont1a1 election. It 0 God tOl'bi..t. Poinoare 1s banten. tbnt will 

be a. oatas<Q\ophe for U8. toY! that will be the rmiM of nn era of CambiSItl .. . 45 

Combflt:; "'0.$ a :radical ~1o(U\ and was ... ory tmU ... RIa·ss1.on .. 

F01'tuns.tely for !$volsky~ Polpeare won the el,ep.t!on,. l~ot long an-r 

the e1t:ctton ~ Isvolsky hAd M :Lnt GIl wi th ~illCare. who assured IG'ItOlsky 

that ho would rotalJ:\ the ~o$est ttE'S wtth F,useb. As I6VObky uidl 
. , . 

itPoincue hM told that in his capa.clq AS pusldent pt the ro~bU(!e 

he 1iould haVe complete po$6ibil1~ of ~rectly influenoing frenah tOl"eign 

poli01t and he ,>.,wld not fail to proti t :&om ;it i1'4 order to aOSlU"El, in th 

COUl"se of hi!! tteptennato, the 1ntqlbUi ty of poU tiostott:nded on the cleft$. 

ill bnce vi t.b RUssia ~ .,46 PQincare Hent on to &~Y' f'I1rther that 1. t W$.t; ot 

the gl"eat.est importance to th~ Fl'$noh goV'erntllUlt to be ablE) i.n advance to 

prep3l"e French publio opinion to tcl<e put in ttl. wO which could break cut 

l'.:lat1v$ to the B4lkan question.. !$vole~ again fitW1rt!ted this point. ill 

another letter to SUtmOV the V&1!7 next dtll.,.. itThe JIll .t vbGn Jrance wiU 

h.ve to drnw the awol'd 18 exactly dot .ned by the Fr@oo-fJ,lss1an 1n111 tary 

~onvent1()nil $nd f Wd'tbie r .. p~t.. tho Fl:ench l'llinist(l1"S do not .teel. tb: 

least doubt nor the' least heaitatioth lt47 tatb Potncllt"o'", n1.ect.ton, continued 

Franco-t?uasian olosenes. 8fXiQ~d aswred .. 

NerA that POine~ had been eleoted. bYole~ could onoo again concen-

u-ate on influencing tb$ eb PI'ElSG, but tbb UrnI' for oth~ purpOsos., Its 

!svobq 1Il'Ote to Rattalovttoh in F'ebl"l1ary. 191)f "In l101nt of tact the 

ment £1)1' workt~ on the frenoh pl"ea., could n()t ,~ :1 t sfliemed to 111:$. have 

~Srsvolsky to Sa~OV' • .1sru.;.ry 16, 19f). in r.~ohtmd, II~ 9. 
~ISVol$lq to st, Petorabl1rg. Janu8l'7 29. 191~h in Fillrehand. II. '4-1.5 .. 
'lIsvolsky to Saeonov. January 30. 191'" 1n Mfl1"ohand. II, 20, 



been mOl"~ favorable. SiMe the beginning of' the Balkan Crisis I have 

taken the great('st pains to securE! the support of the most int'luential 

48 

., 

of the French papers for ()Ul' point ot view. YOll J1l\lst admit that I have had 

considerable success along those lines. lI48 The Frenoh press WI1$ pro ... Salkan. 

As a. sideUght OOIl'lment along these lines i 111 is lntEir'est1ng to note 

Blenckendorf's letter to St. Petersburg, of F;ebMlary 25, 191': nIn 

l'Elcapitulating all Cambon"s (Fr-ench aMbassador to London) conversations 

with, me, the lfords exchanged. and adding to it the att;it,ude 'Ot M~ Poinca:rQ, 
I' 

the idea COI'/lEls to me lihich l'esembles a()on.ic~on. that Qf ell the powe'l'a 

:l, t is F,rp.nce alone to.1l1cht not to say that she wants -aar , would see it 

wi t~ollt great regret. In any Mse. nothing ha.s illdi¢atMi to me that she 

cQntribu,tes t1otivel;y to work tOl' a COlnPl'Q:rn1S'e ~ :aut c011ipromi,se 1s peac~; 

outside of epmpromise, t~1'e h wa:r. . I14-9 Truly these are prophetic words . 

If Benckendort is, really telling the truth, then it must be that he is 

ignorant of ! sVQlsky"s aet1vi ties . It could easily appe~ to the 
" . 

'ol'eigner that PI>i.noare was actually the ring leader of these bellicose 

acth'lties . A~ Sir Edward Gl"'ey said~ IIA f>olitical triumph e~ot be 

entir$ly complete witho1l1t war . 11'1e one -that is obtained resembles it ... -

to obta.in more .. war is necessa:ry~ ·.50 Yet. Isvollfky wrote to Sazonov i,n 

the lattel' part of Feb~a.ry , 191:3. that the character of the assurances which 

the London oabinet gives,. perm! ts the French gOVernment to e.ou.nt , in 

Oase of a conflict with Gel"l!l.a!\Y', floo.m 4C,'I'Wal PQli tic.it conjuncture~. on the 

armed. support of Fngl:att4.51 Thus trGm his eorrespOndenco it appears that 

Isvolsl(y is p1~ a game, a sort of diplomatic game with Sazonov. 

~$Vo1sky to Raffalovi t.ch. 'Februat""J' 14, 191;;, in Marohand~ II , 129Jt 
50Benokendortto St. .. Petersburg, Februar-y 25,. 191:3. in Marchand, II. 30J..304. 

IR!;4"t' II , ;304. ' 5lIf;volsky to Sazonov. February 27. 1915. in Marchand" 
n , 32 .. :33 .. 
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'lb. scene of Isvolak1' _ conoel"b now M tehe$ to siaa 1I1Ol"e 

precl$. to IlI!tl~$$~~ the now Preneh dbalSsad'Ol' to 

l:'ouSh his <llevm' sChetl1G. "'8 suocessful 1.ft ; h;:tvitl. 

., hvQlsky, 

OtIoNe ... Lonis, tho 
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od..rate Frenohman. Nmoved Franeh ~as"ador to Elt.'U!Jsia. .. 1hH is the 

t1m'4't of tM P41lkan war!;! . ThUG ts"ol$ky' W1"iUts $. f()ll~ vein , 

about OR~e.1 :fij Frtmcb gOVel"nllont MS bcttn J'l0'\l'Gd to mak$ thh oho1o. . , ' 

., 

by the c1t'eu.~s1:.tulo.es or il'eneh pUblic optnion w,,"ll,I\:1 the ~$\mt 81 tuatt,on 

Inn,. cu'l tor tb.tI nr:;.pl. ioatiel'l. of th sine 

M. lJelnllsOb i" a per$on1tioaUon ot thot UliAM_. :ltb ~Ol':t.p.nnt~ to 

have hiiIl s(lS\'Ve in that eapltci ty~ IIS2 li.. Dele&6se i8 tmt'l.t'eiy~ ~voted 'to the 
", 

id(\ltl ot thevfiI'r"1 closest association bet-... oen &an~e.end I .1 

dQ all in his · ~lO~t' to })Ol'mliade the F~encll ~ .'nm(3nt '·to ~t\l,e', to the: at~ 

of Ru,utU. Oli$e or a aont'liot. .. another let~l' .t.o Sa~Qnq'!i. , IavobkJ 

give8 us mOl"OWormation ,l!bout .y c:o#\pG~$nt not 

only in qu'E>.UMUi of' :forei.r,n poll tios but in all that ~u» mtlitarr 

~uipeeiolltf. nav41 tttat~B. 

rsuad~ OIU' lilUl t Ildminiflt.t'I1t.1.on of tho neeeset t.;r £i! tnct'..-tng 1 t8 

nttl'l1ber ot "QoaUgic l"l'I.Uway l1no$" in ,order to ~e01~o.t.~ theoon<mnt<l"ation 
, 

of ou:t" ai'lq to , the w •• t&l"n hont:\..,r. JIo18 empowet'Qd to otfer. Russia all the 

J'1.rumciol a.sahtance reQUired. 1l'l the form of t'1t~lwa¥ ,loar.\ll~S3 Certa " •. 

?uslJ)'h did rlQt have to build such raUroad$ ,in b('te~ unle$s' ~h8 w. 
, 

pl.annln~ tQ 80 1;0 war Of' ,~p$~ting att&ck :1'l-om I~,~~~nt~ C1"~41S Ru$1d, 

tJ?ingto plcy 

l)1d flUtUi14 ho 

dtplomatic game lnth G.nl~ by ~ng to :lnt.Ud,date her? 

that by thoa l'lla.n$UV%'es ddec1Qe to declare 

~.ll' on :Rossta" 'Rutsnb, wa. not. .d:! tot' a OQ.ntl!ot ,jUet. :rot. hcmElver, I 

f 21m1 •• to St . Petersburg . February 17 . 1913. in Stieve . p: 137. 
59 I$vo1sky to Sazonov . Mar ch 13. 1913. in Narchand . II . 49 . 

'-
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she wOUld need time to bolster bel' military .£'.01'03$ . , (As Stieve says f "ThE! 

cbaracter of the ~allway loant i mpressed on Russia the impulse towards 

ool1i~ion .. d. t.h Gel"lll~ny an~ Austt'ia" ' ~u;P.6cially the formtir. tI.5t~) But 

in a repo:rtof V. K. Kokovstov, Russ:i.a*s fintmce minister", on Novem.ber 

19. 1913, that France would lend Ruesia U}) to 200 trdll:1.ol) rubJ.$~ ~,rorth 

.of loans for th~ buUdl,ng of rail~s't if .Russia. would aUgJheJlt her tl)tal. 
· '. , '. 

strength ot the a.:t'%llY and if she would COl.l'llTletlQB immed1atel;r theoonsWilction 

of certain s:b>ategic l1nes.5S ThUs each 1\u.fther ban seemed t9 tie th. . .' . . . \ . 

Q.ount..t"1e,s and, tli~ir destinations .along the s'sma path. 
• • $ \ 

I$'V"01~ky slso mJ1ke$ some il'lteresting comments abtlut the ,d tu"at1ol'1 .of 
;':, .• • I 

the fmaneie:"$(md t.l1e bank'e. In April of 1911 be ha.d told Sa~ono'" that 
, , I I"~ :,: ' : ~, " '. ';-: • 

the Frs~c.h gOV~r~~nt was far from be1.,g powerfUl. l<fitl'l.l"ega~ :W the 
" • I 

, , 

Fr~noh bankli: .. " ,:.,;.s. ~6Vplelo/ said,S "It if; not the l,)a.~$l>fhich ar'e in 
~, " 4; ,,'-, ,'. , . . ' . ." .~' .' . ::.- , .' , . '. .:, .' .!:( , 

goval!'l'$~1t Jt,.ndSt 'bu~ very ()rten. the Gov~lt'l'UIIe.nt wh!o}i. ,01 t'cil,~~On of 

POJ.1t1,Cal~~d1tionshere~ hh~t is SIlomissive ~ tb~ ti~~bi,i.'~~56 Bat 
...,~' __ ': ~' ~- ' : ~.: . • .' I . I' .. ,'. '~.\~\ 

as Siebev't "':).s,t~, SElQr~t;~:ry at the ibssian ~aseY' ,~L9nd~~: addss 
. . . ".'i' . , r . ' ' . . . .: . " ' ::: ~':~:' -, 

The f.:ict tti~t no fOJ;!.elgn l,.QM oould be tioa.ted ~~~e~ ',wit~b1,\t the consent 

of the ,' SO\f~~1~nL ' ~~e every advance ot oap! tal a pUl"t'1;ty' Pd:til~i~al. ma ttel" . liS? 
, . ,) \" ~. - . ' ' :,~ ,~. ,'-',;~ 

Yet Isv,olskYf 'li~t-";o r(!taBons in particular for having the ~~~h 'government 
:, -; • : -.'~' " "'.' ,I ,: _ .. j .::,:/J \ 

approve many' -cf 'tb.e 'henah l.Mns to foreign eot; ntrielllw a, 'hQ~Lng France 
,: . " " . ' ':I,:;:'j': ' 

. , '. -" ,.. ~"f,'" 

grant. otbe,t" countries loans 1 t would hel.p to bring the, po1i~~ 1'u.tu~e of 
~ . ,. .. "\' 

these 'oount:r;i:~,3 \l!~d • .r the dOlllinance of Franoe direet11 j,lnq ~~"~iiussia 
. • ' " ,) . I 

ind1r$eUy~ " ''S.'his _ was espe¢1dJ.l true of the Bt lkan oountM.~~k[1~~re Rtt$sia 
" . . .';.1 , 

· , . . ,.,,',. ··'t 

oolitd Ul afford to have 1eutoniq il'lfluence 8~. I f these: tAAmtx-1e$ '. ' 

did not get l()a)\s1'li'om F!'am~e~ then they woulrl tum to thf.l t-~iJllg hOU$e,s 
• " 1 • .' 

-- 54Stieve~ Pe 1?.5. , 
~~~p6~t of V" K# .Ko1m'tt$tov~ ~ovemb~r 19" 19.13, i n 11a\-c~; U . 403. 
;1sv015ky to Sazonov, Awil U # 1912., i n lWchand. I . 2),), 

!sc.rolsky to Sazonov" April 0. 191) .. i n Marehand l U~, 68, 

.. . 'l 
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of Germany .and Austl'~a . ' And .1svo1sky wasshrawd and cunning enough to know 

that once G~ma.w or Austl'i.a would grlM'lt ~ country a loan, $1'1& eould also 

seek to extend her poUt1eal inf"lut'lnce in t.hat QOUllt....-y- Therefore, Isvo1sq 

thoUght it imperativE! that thC!)French government a}:-'Pro'\1'~ lTlO$t of the loans 

on tbe Paris Bour~e . 

Pal"hap$ 1 t \<l'Ould be advisable to say a rew wOl"ds abollt the B.alkan 

Wal'S. As Isvolsky hats sta;t;.t!)dll he hajJ been v8'X'Y' successful ill w1.nnlng OVer 

the FrenQh prEIss to' R!lssh'l:i BelkEln aims . Yet he had to c'onvi.nce the 

FrWlcb, prt=ss a~ well as the French mini$ters that Russia cO\lld not allow 

Adrianople to f'411 into Bulg{al"ian hands . That city wa.S too e1.Qse to 
\" 

ConstAntinople , . to be in Bulgarian hal'lds ~ Isvolsl<1 rnabltain,e:d:. that this 

question tou.ohe? the dignity and the h'.l.storic tJtadi ti.onl3 of Russia t and 

tha tit "IIMi mo·st neoessary for the strength of t he ~al Al,l.hnbE) that 

France su.p~rtRuss1a in thls mattEl1:' . 58 An .enlight~1ng ' ho'te$bout 
:. 

the site- of th~ pen(:$' QonfeNlnC$ of the F11Nit BalkSll \\'.'IiU'. eoillljji to Ught. 

in Taylor, ,Parl.s was propos~d as the si tEl for the oorttai-el'lee~b1),t it was 

transfel'1."ed 1\0 London 'in order to keep t 'svOls:k.;v fi-om' comptioating lUtter$. 59 

'lhq th~e.f()rG~ decided to shift the s1 toe of the ¢onif(trtmQe from l?arl,s to 

LondQn~ Even thol.l.gh thsl'EI. he could not involve himflelf in mtl.tters .• Isvolsk;r. 

nonetheless , was qui tEl pleased with the rasul ts 01; the treG.ty.~ He Wl"OtJ:) 

tt> Saeonov that he did not .think t.hat the Bucharest 'l):~~ty n~eded to be 

~evi"ed . By the treatYt Turkey lost all of !ler EUropean territot'y beyond 

the Eno~..:.Moota line • . She retained only a mall strip north of Constantinople. 

'lhe rest of the te1"titory' wall divided up IIIlIiOllg the' victor-s . ~$ t~vohk,y 

says of ~ t~ea't¥y , (t 'the i;,x>ea1;y did not injUre the int.erasts of Ruesia, 

~$1TOl~ky to St ~ Petersburg. August 12, 191;3", in Marchand, !Itt 125, 
'1'aylo!-, p. 49:'3, footnate ;. 
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but rllthf»:' 01' Aust.r1A t 1tlho had done everything tGl weaken Serbia.. ~Olv a 

Sel'"b state reinforced and strengthened nwral11 and ~sH1ally mno1"ged 
, I.' 

from that WliU: . .. 60 '!his particu13.!'ly ploast'ld l.svols~'y. For rsvolsky'. to 
;! 

ins1st on a revisioll of tho treaty ",.'OUld gi've Austria the occasion and the 
I . 

mElans of workl;-ng to upset that resul t _ and to regain $1.1 that she bad lost. 

He claimed that. Austria 'Was isolated both morally and physieatly, and that 

even Gel"InQl'ly did not approVe of her foreign poliC;Y. At this Unte I&vO'lsky 

~SkSf uAre we to help her. and so destr¢y all the re~ltsobtainad by us? 

Common Q.c~on with Austria in the Balkans has never su.o<;e~&d:t()r us ; this 

I know :f't-om ttIY own bitter experlenoe".il60 ISVQ1~ h(1d never ' forgotten the 
, ' .! 

march that Aerenthal had stolen on him whUe he wa.s fOl:"cign $inister 

in 1908. TMl'efore., he troul,d Bee to it th~t Austrld't-lOuld, get no 

concos~ion$ i n the aa:tkans . lie I.ould work to haw he;r Sl.a~ rid'11~ri ties rise 
!' ~ 

against the , Austt'ian empire o 

Much oomea, to light bom. SaMnov·s report to th~< ts~rl, Oittob&r 24" 

191:3. By that timE!! , SazOllOv ha.s been ttl4'a.yed over oomp!etell .t,i;' I$vohky!s 

way of th.tnkt ng.. and t o his plan to 11 ttain the cQ~et~ Str' :1:t;~; through 

a war, a. gen',er.u. F.uropean war t if necessary . One ot the firs~ things 

that Sazonov notes in his report is that he believes that FraneG wished 

for a strong Serbia" for . in the e-vent; or 3: grave mterl'l;l1tion.al oonfliot, 
: " .... . 

Serbia would find hersel f on France's side .. being that she lqa,S: the natural 

enemy of GeI"manyfs princ;tpal ally. 61 The wo~ng hu alread;'f assumed 

the Isvolsky method, wi th the for-oe 02" threat, ex~e5,s~d 11'r.'te!>inS ot 

Germanyt~ 1"~D,tion to the ~ent_ Gemany how has beoom~ the ,pl"incipel 

target of Rued,a' S oalcu1a tiona . 

--'60 . . . 
61 Isvols~ to Sa.zono lT~ AugUst 14,i 191). in Mal'ohsl'ld" II, 134. 

Sazonov . s Report to the Tsar, Oc-:tobar24. 191) . in Marchand, II. J61. . 

-.... : 



5:3 

.( 

In anothe-r aspeot o.f the report. Sa2.0no'V' brings u.p the ai mati on in 

tht) Ta.rldah &pire 85 w$ll as Russia t 5 desire to obtain the Straits . He 

doubts Turkey' ~ stabUi ty anc110neevi ty.. and thus is forcoo. to ponder on the 

historic question of the Straits and oftha political .and ~eonom10 

llllportanca of them to Russia . Th.usSa~o)'tOV sks the following questiont 

Can we permit another oountry' to obtatn control of the passage through 

the Stra.its? . To ask the question 1:,> .to answer it . ~eg~fiv'Gly~ For Sa"/. onov , 

the StrMt$ ' 11\ th~ poesession of a powel":f'Ill state ~~d 1116ml fJte entil'f) 

!NbjugatiO'n of the eeonomic deve1or,ment of s6uthlllrn :Ruasia tp. thati'iate . 62 . . 

Saz~n()v eoes on to state tha.t Russia , in the previous ' Yea.t" e.~tually eonsiq,ered 

'9. land . attaok :of the strai tst' but allIed it off., beCa:u~eM~ . thought 'it.. 
" ' " , ' I . 

too impraetipa.ble. ~.s ha h1mself says: ~'l'h¢ nUlllertca.l stt'engt;h of the 
" " 

~pedit10i'l~£orof> 'WOuld ~ve beli/n disproportion!l-te, to ~:t.a$k6 that it 
, '. 

would have to acoontplieh. ,,0:3 It is true that that va.$ tme angle to the 

problem . At),oth.el' facto!' l~11S the faet that a ,Rus$ian: ~l'eh .on .the Straits 
'f' 

would have left .i'l-anoe in tM €,laId. OJl!iE!r suQh a ,OMnletb~ee would 

haVie no wa.y of obtaining any gains, namely the lost ~vlnce$i bf Alsace .. 

torraine t 1huis .it was that Frano.$ too vetoed tha.t ,Russian projeot. RatMr , 

a wliA:Y would have to be found which would also involve the Germ-an Empi~e . 

if Rus.sia eel;'$ to via for the Stl:-aits ~ 'l'htls Sszonov spetttla:~s1 liThe 

question of the StI-ai ts can hardly be a.dv~eed '" step except t.~ough . " . 

F;\trC)pean cOIi1plications", ThesecQ'!l1plicat1()1l$ ~ to judg~e frOll1 prl)sent Qonditi o:ns, 

would find ,·us in allianoe "r1th Frano$, and. possibly~ l;>'I.tt not quite oertainly. 

l¥1th Ehgland; Oi:' at lea.st with the latter as a benevolent neutt'al. ItQ4 

Sazonov went on to say that in case of oO!ltpl i oat1on,. Russia. could eou.nt 

on the support of :- Sm-bi.a and &mania, 

~~Sazonovr s :R!Iport~ It ~ 36.5 . 
~'Saeonovl3 rapol"t to t he tsar , October 24,. 19-1:; .• in MarohAnd. II; )68 .. 
~.~ II .• m 



.'to Sazonov, there were two main factors of trouble in the Balkans f 

Firstt there was the unt'est among the 1:),ational1 ties ¢>t Austria..}lu.ngarytp 

Secondly, Boilgarla would never accept the painfUl conseqUenOes of the 

Tl'Gaty' of Baeha.:r-eat! Despi toe thefle probable points of friction in the 

Balkans. Sazonov felt that for either of these ~theses to come true, 

1.ll;ssia would also have to strltre for the re8l.ization ot her historie aims" 

and a~t in ctlU!l!aon with these oountriEl1J, .. "Alone, the Balkan States &.1"e 

S4 

ene1Pi tably doomed to connicts aJ1I6ng thell\s~ vest 'Whioh can be aVoided only 

by hash' s pJ:'6sence and aot.'lve guidanc$, .. 65 RussiaJ\ presence would pl'event 

tty Balkan qu.arre1s., but could also pl'oduce a European eon£'l.iot there .. , 

E\'r the entiot 191.3 Sa~onov had c<>mpletod the cOll1p1eted the r.wM ehang6 of 

mind to II ~o~n wtU' as the mear.us for the attainullt of Rn~~i8. 1 s aims . 

That the Sitld ts VDe the focal point fOl' the attaiIJl!1ent. of Russia's 
. -

aims th*l'e c~ ~ no doubt.. Note Isv<'lsky 'is letter to st.~ Peksburg, on 

Nove:nb~ 6. 1913:: I'lThe Bulgar.hn$ a:re too intelllge)1t _ prlet.i.aal not to 

und"rstand th~t. i.t would be a toUy on their par-t to c:ireati1I)t'Cc.lPmtanttnople 
. ' - . . ~ 

and. the S",-,ut$' th~y know that it. ill th-. :f'utu.re dom4Ul ~t ~.ssie Md that 

it a1l.garia :tri«i to put herself across· 001' path that. oouldcmll7 lead heJ' 

to a (tatastroph~. It66 Isvol.sky' went on -to fiay that 4nsr.tc:rlais oould break 

out in a fw y.:r8~ and that would mean the definitive dCMltall of the otto ... 

man &1pi-re and the d1v1$ion of at1c 'lU,rkey. Conoerning a 10m 1:.0 SEirbia~ 

IswlSky u.I"ged Sav;onov to baOk .81 hoench loan to serb1:a.* so that Rus sia. would 

not ha~e to ~S;1p.tain the respQlls1blli ~ tor Sarbia ,is finaneial. troubles, 67 

In the last pal"t or 1913 I $lTq-bk;y eonc$rned h1lI1selt' wi t.ll ~rieJ1lat1l'ag the 

French preS$ ac-eor ding to his View ot thines . He stat es that FranCfl) WQuld 

like to haVe: b. confer$loe with Gel'imany. but would d&fini te1y not renounce 

65~ ... n . 172. 
66I$v61sky' to st, Vetersburg. November 6, 1913., in !>!a.rohand, II,l 169. 
6?Isvolsky to st. Petersburg. November 18, 191) , in Marchand .. II. 1?4,. 
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the provinces that she had lost 1n 1870. 'fitetwo ~ou:ntries had man;, pointe 

to diseuse ocnoeJ!'Ding the future of 'lUrkey,. but the problem of the lost 

provinoes remained the stumbling blqek bet.Teen the two Qountries . Gel'll!an;1 

wanted France to make a definitive renourwement. but France I s highly 

chauvinistic leaders would not let their pride fall before the obnoxious 

and vo1~ble Emperor W:I.lliam. In this matter , even the press en tiched 

any attempts fQr France to try to seek a l'"approchment with GeI'many: Only 

the Triple Entente mattered. 68 

11\e dawn ot the year 191L~ brought both satisfaetion ~ t:U1Xleq- to 

Isvolsky", For htm thiS was to he the year of reeko.tling _ Tbi$ year E'urope 

would readh an acute cris1s~ which would be drled by· Isvolskyts eareI'ully 

calculat.ed pllLn of spying and intriguing , He .pp&ar~ jubilant when , a.t 
\ j I , 

the beginning of the year , the Ru ssian embassy brok~the key to . the Italian 

cypher _ As · a result of t,t,1s. it was possible not only to deci.pher the 

telegrsms sent to the Italian ambassador in Paris ; but a4soto deCipher 

tho$Et sent from Rome to the embassies ill Berlin .and Vierm.;t t 69 

This disoovery enabled theoalculating Isvolsk,y to be more acc11rat<!ly informed 

of' aotivities in the two German capita,lS. It would alao ~ble him to 

plan his ptplomatic schemes more effectively. lie ly<\S also qtdte 
! , \ ' . , 

satisfied that Poincare stUl supported him in his $~bemes by 'constantly 

re~ssuring Ia~Q15~ that France would sup~rt RUss1ain case ot an a1lout 
70 

Clonniet., 

III February Isvolsky beard news that deeply disturbed h:tm,~ He ~ 

heard that lrokovstov, the minister ot finance, "" oul d replace hiIi1 at 

Faria. and that Isvolsky would be sent to London or ~e¥ Isvolsky 

wrote to Salllonov. p-1eading with him not to remove him. Saying ~at, be 

~$VolS}t.y to $a.,onovi !)eoember 18. 1913. InMarchand. II, 212 .• 
9Isvolsky to St .. Petersburg. January 1 , 1914" in Marchand. II. 220 . 

70!svolskjy to St. Peters:burg.~ Jatltl.ary 1.5. 1914~ in Marchand. :rt. 230. 
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was indigent.", IsV'o1.sky' voued ' that he would l'aUra' from the diplonlatic 111'1 '. ' 

before he 'I."Ollld aocept another ,posUion. tte thol,tght. such treatment. ot 

a oareer dipl~at waS unoalled to1' . 71 Isvolsky rejoiced .;hen be received 
~ 

his atlS'WertrOlll SUanoV' , • e tbanked Sa~onov for allwoing bim to continue 

his dUties at Paris . Moreover" he tried to butterup oSazoneV' by telling 

bim that he was gl ad to learn that Sazonov was not leaving the foreign 

ministry.12 

As t.he spring ot 1914 oame. bvolsky eGnc~ntratedon securing a 

Jlnglo- lhlsslan naVal. and military convention . qIand had roached an 

unde1"standlng with ~ance Otl this matter,. but had never extended the 

agreement to include Russia,oj J.svolsky therefore Ul"ged DoU!l1ergu.e, the FreMh 

pt'lme m1n:i.ster . toconuet the Ehglish on this matter~ Doumergue got in 

to~ch with Grey, the British foreign minister, and inform~d him that such 

<an agreement "i9Ould be highly desirable . ~inee Fr:u"lee had specinl 

mili tary a:nd naval understandings with Russj,a ~d England. it seemed 

posstble tbs.t th$se systESIIs Qou1d be (:lo-ordinai;,ed 8lld complemEmted 

by' cOl"respond1flg understandings between Russia and Utgland. Atter this . 

there could be technical. consul tations b-etw&~n the ohiets of staff of the 

three countries Qon<:erned. Isvolsky .. las successful in this venture. for 

in May, 1914" agrcemcnt:J were signed betwun the two countries , i'oinear 

also had a part in thiG matt.er ~ tor he urged King George V to ado'Pt bliltter 

relations with Rusl!ltadur1ng the king ' s visit to PQ~is in April of that 

year~ As Iavolsl-y said. now thAt the three powers had eonoluded thei:!" 

agreements, IITbe three powers have for their goal •. not only the main .. 

ta:\.rrl.ng of IIp$B.ce ft :. but also the stabllity of lIequil1.briWl'l. ti?3 

?~ISV01S'ky to Sazonov, February 12" 1914:, in Marchand •. II . 2;8-2;9 • 
. J,,~'I:!!!Qls..ky to .,SaeQooV'f Febru"'2'1";Y 2~. 1914 ... lnM~reh,Pnd ...... !I •• 240 .. 
'J~~.YOlSkY to ..,azonov. April ~f 19 t ~I ,in Marcrut,na, .u.,., 2l)O •• 

;~" .: 



Evidently. the peace and equilibrium were not to last too long. 

as Isvolsky urged France to grant Bulgaria a loan, 80 that she would not 

oolite und~ the political influence of either Germany or Austrin.
74 

He did these things for his own end; he wanted tbe Balkan countries 

57 

.. 

to picture .Auetria and Germany 1n the It"()l''st. possible light. As Siebert 

contendsf 18\I'01e17 suoceeded in making tho people of the Bplk.!U'l and the 

loiorld believe that Austria .. Hungary had made the i ncorporation of all th 

Slavs in th peninsula the major part of her tOl'ei~ pl'ogr~. He ignored 

the fact that in Vi~l'Ul and 9ldapest, some officials f:e~e.d tbat the turther 

inC01'poration of Slavs 'Aould up$et the finl') balance that baQ.. to be main­

tained to al't,~d reaching the point of friction which even ·tbflm threatened 

to spIt t th. mcnarch,y' into at lea.st two parts ..... the Aus'4'la.,ri; and the 

Hungarian. So grave and pressing was this siUlatioZi tha.t~~h,duke P'2-anz 
~ .' .. ' . 

;'.C 

Ferdintmdt, ~he he11:' pl"ElsumptlvEli, devised a pol1t1ou program ,:Jb1ch would 

make a triunism. ot t.he dual monarchy, with the Slav$ torrni~ ' the third 
. ·' t. 

entity~ $ ::fl,ebert a.aySf ItIsvolsky was not 19n01"&111;. of' thes~r: ,:racts and 

feared. them., but 1t served his purpose to ignore th_~ . '!he '~ng ot t'1hich 
t"\.· 

he feared wastbf.t autonomy for the Ausuo...Hungarian Slav~. w.d remove 

them from reaoh of the Ihlssb.ns, and would strengthen the Dam.i,~e state. 1I75 

Soon an occasion presented i tselt' in which the Russians :,c'Quld create 
' . . ,';'1 

trouble in the Balkana . ,,/hen it was announced that F'l-anz Fel"dilland would 

review troops in BosniA on ~une. 28, Russian plans seemed to wq,:-k out very 

well. Not omy wa.s the plaoe. Bosnia. Ul_ohoeen for the review" bttt also 

the day. June 26." the Serbian national holiday~ M he was riding in a 

parade , FrlUlz Ferdinand was fatally shot by a fanatic Serb •. Ga,brllo 

Frinoep. This act greatly shook IiUro.pean equilibrium. 

~~8V016ky to St. Petersburg, May 18. 1914. in Marchand, II, 266 .. 
Siebert, p . 2l? 
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In the month of 'tension following the Arohduketa aesassl nation, 

ther-e doss ' not S€eJll to be lI1Uch activity on IsVolskyls part. Nt>r is 

there much correspondenoe from hii'll,. In the middle of July II Sazonov 

sent a note to the Russian ambassadors at London. Paris. and Berlin. 

Its message wa,:> quite blunt: If it was a matter of ~ moderating action 

at St. Petersburg. Rus!lia n .. ould decline. Sazonav claimed that Russia had 

gone as f at> as sbe eould to meet th,e ~coeptable Austrian demtmds. Now 

RUssia would no lOl".g$2' change her position ... 76 

At the end of the month" Benokendort writes to $a1.onovthat England . , 

f~ar8 Gorman hegemony in the world morEl ~han Aust:r1an hegemony in the 

Balkans . " And so it was tha~ evan though ~str1a was the ~inclpal 
, ' 

power concerned in the crisis , Gel'tllany became the guilty power in the eyes , .,.' . . . 

of the Entente ~ Gerrqany was the po-wel" to be feared, not Austl"ia. . Thus , 
I ~ • 

Isvolsk\r N'ould \fl"lte st ", Petersburg on Jiugust 1 .. 1914. ttFor political 

reasons , concerning Italy and pJ'inci pally Engl and, 1 tis very important 

for Franoe that its mobilization does not preoede German ~obil1zat1on . 

but be the r~.sponse i;.o it. tt78 t.a~EI:r 1 in the same letter., b.e thought that 

it would be preferable that the declarafion of war came not fr'om tranoe, 

19 but from Germany 4 

By August 6, 1914, all the maj or wropean powers were i hvolved in 

the throes of a Violent war . It was the war fo1" whieh Isvolsky had 

rked and hoperl_ It would plunge the entire continent into an abyss. 

Rauls. .. -ould eme:tl'g~ :£rom this waol" w-i thout hanng J1ea.1ized har Pan.Slavio - - -
1ms; rather she would emerge froom it in an internal condi t10n of stt'ife 

., 

.and chaos . 'l'he war for which Isvobky had 1il0 labored would bring oatasbophe, 

bnd -not glory. to the Russian nation. 

- ~;Sazonov to London .. Paris, and Bet-lin,. Ju.ly 14 ;. 191h, in Marchand .. Ir. 280, 
78~nckendort to Sazonov, July 26, 1914, in Marchand" II. 330. 
79Isvolsky to St. Petersburg , August 1; 191'4, in Mlll"chand, II . 295-296. 

""'-idH II, 297 .. 298. 
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