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hIve all hoard or the famoue abollt1on iata Will iam 

Lloyd Cerri.on Gnd Thoodore Weld . But rev people know any-

j 

t h Ing obouttho ttlt ttlett men tn the movenlont:, thec a o dld 

the actual work. The purposo of t hta popel" 18 to 'how th 

rol e of the.o mon, lnolcn1f1cant on the notional 8ceno, but 
, 

very important on t he loeal l ovQl. This 1. tb tory of th 

abolitionist. 1n tho Mll"aukaearea, though at timos , for th 

lake of oontinuity, rorer enoe i8 made to state and notional 

81tuations . 

'any thanks to the Wheon.tn State Rhtorlcal Society 

for lnvalusble atd. h. ~ooloty al.o mlcrofilmed the Olln 

manuscrlpt whioh 10 loportant 1n th tudy of th i.conain 

" 

ant1alavery movement . Thi. nu.oript, hlddon 1n the arohlvrl 

of tho Western Reaerve " tstoria.l Society In ,Cleveland, (lhl0, 
. ~ J 

• brou~ht to my att ention ~1 Dr. Pra nk 

J ames· Maher 
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I 
PTrR I 

The years before the Ct vii war 1'0 oharQ eter1;:ecl by 

movements of !"efortl. Thora \'tere tQmperance 8oc1et1.ea . soci ... 

r t1e a to establish women t G rtGhta , p ltGce aociotico, mov(!;lonta 

tor prI son and Sobboth_ rel'orm, improvoment of educa tion. 

and for the abpl ttlon of slove17t All of these efforts tier 

cleat1cut attempts to apply Chrtattan1ty to the Amorican ao .. 

clal order . 

'he aboli ticn OtTClllen t WI at tret l12'!1'ely one anion g 

rom 1. ts bel=:lnntng t h many, but it aoon ,1'0 

an tislavery movement 

88 tho industrial or 

portent Ipokesman Was 

o 

111 

two ntors. n of those 

~rc. f:hgl and. The2"c the mos t it:l .. 

m Lloyd C~rr18on , found~r and 

ea1tor of the Boston abo11tion newspaper, Tho Liberator . 

Oarr1son .as a rab1d op:,<>nent of slavery, and he denounc()d 

it 8~ a damning orime to bo destroyed i~d1Q tcly. Th 

the-lond radicals did nuch t o stir tho north a r:o inot tho 

tnatl tutton of slavors , ' 

'he second centor or the antls1ovory movoment wa e 1n 

upper I~ e. York and the upper Mi dWest , The cru •• do ther 

WOI started by Benjamin Lundy ando1ihoI' Quaker lea ders. bu t 

1 t was tully expross.d only whon Theodore Weld s et about 

preadlng it throu{:h the ~'1dwo.t •. 

aid sponsorod r1 of debat es at Lane Theolor,l cal 
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... emlnory whare he shaped tho doctrine of craduQl 1mmod1otism 
. / 

by which he insisted toot gradual uoonoipotion should bo~-:ln 

at onco • ':19 idGOS \"Jen 0 1ar60 number of fol:' o\"J01-'S, QClon g 

. James G. BIrney, 3001oh r: lud1nC8, ond UJ\1~n ' .;. 

"ltonton . To spreod hh abolItion ideas , \f old adopt ed the 

1"6",1 val t echnique and thus pr epared the way for hi. ol'uaado 

to become known in the Northwest . 

Tho cltl~ens of 80me stutes b n to form antislevery 

loo1stios .. This was Ith the call1na to se oon-

ventlon .0 that the people mignt express their ntll'1lents 

on the subj ect of slavery. At ftl-at thoso meotinr s weI' 

.Dor.ely a ttended , but 

b~pan to take up the ceu 

time passed, mor nd mONI pooplo 

of tho bond d black. 1I01u-

tiona Wero brouRht forth at moet of these meetin ~ rosa! 

y thy for the ~ t8 18 tel" da t tate leslsloturca 

d personal liberty 1 to combat tho ov119 of the ?ur-

1t!ve Aot ot 1850 and protect tho runaway slavo. 

Wisconsin wss not too active tn tho antislovery move .. 

ment prior to 1842. ~be people of tho region 1'0 more eon- ' 

oorned w1 th tho settlemen t of tho newly oroted terri tory. 

~ 18conslnltes did not vote tn l ection of 10 , a there 

18 no record of how many vot tho Liberty party and J o. 
1:rney waul d 

X'ea hed be 

va poll • .any of th ,ar1y ttiers of th 

ott vo 1n the -L iberty party 1n the states 1'1'0\11 

hich they had come , and they quietly laid the foundation. 

tor tho movement 1n Yj'1acona1n . 1 
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The settlers ot the eastern ond southern portions ot 
( 

Wisconsin had come from the older Nor thern states and felt ': 

atrongly a goins.t alavery. 'l'he old Itne Whigs God "Hunker" 

Den'loc1"ata wore ~mong these, but yet they voted tho regular 

party tioket because slavery was intronched tn the Constitu­

t10n and they bolieved 1n obeying the law . 

But the people of the southwostern part of the terri tory, 

tho region of the lead mines , were deoldely for slavery. 

ny of them had come :from alavo-holding states 1n the South 

Dnd had seen the institution in operation . In fact a fe' 

of these sottlers had eith.er brought sla ves wIth them ,to 

Wisconsin or 1mport&d them from the South 80 that they might 

work the l ead mlnes . 3 

In the Milwaukee are8 , however , most of the people re­

gardless ot political Q:f111at1on were opposed to slavery 

many years before 1 t became a national 1saue or a party 

quest10n . The fact that a colored pers on , Soloman Juneau ', 

oook, was allowed to vote in the first election tn HllwQukee 

in l8Z5 seems to attest that the people were very 11beral 

minded. But it appear. that the move Was made to aGcure 8 

laree number of votes , rather than as an indication of devo-

tion to the principle of universal suffrage . 

Milwaukee was depot in the .underground ral1road~ 1n 

e Ibid ., 38. -
3 For detailed accounts of the l ead mining region 1n 

laconsin ! oo Joseph Schafer , The W1~cons1n Lead Reglon 
O~ad1son , Wta ., 1932) nnd John A. \A' llgua , lijhe Contury Old 
tead Region in Early Wiscons1n~ \'Hs oo ns1n l~a gaz1ne of Htstor:v 
V. (June, ' 1927) . . 
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the oQrly 1840's • . It waG over t:'l 1s route that the unfortunate 

victims of the South's. "peouliar 1nstitution de their / 

scape to freedom. Amene thoa rho holped the ~arly escape 

\tere Asahal Pinch. ",) oacon !:!a~u (ll Sl-Own , c. O~ OlIn , 8"'1d r dward 

D. ~·olton . 4 , 

The ren1on. around Uilwauk a1ao known for tho!r 

bolltion1et ideas . ,waukeaha , kno • Prairievill e 10 th 

l840'e, was called t h bollt1011ht hol e. " It W&8. here 

that runaway.lavea were taken on the first lap of their 

journey frcm Milwaukee to Canada and freedom . Pewauke e ¥iGa 

also. conteI' of abol itionist activities • . ffany of tho c1ti~en. 

of the eurrounding country. ide were sympathetic to the run-

oy and d td all they could to aid him oscape to Canad.a . 

It wal tn 1842 tha t " llwQukee d ita first ecs o eoo-

corning a runaway slave • . Th1s event cau much exc1 temen t 

1n t h e v1lla Ro when 1 t w 

" h.ppon 1ns~ .Thi. w 

discovered by the populace what 

tho CQS O of Caro11ne Quarlles , a 

slave p!il'l ,. whO had run aWQy from hal' ster 1n st . LouIs and 

who made her W8Y to lweuk EirE: sho $our;htsofo keop1ns·. 

'!'hie 0880 was consldorod 'by many l o cal 01 thens to bo ono of 

t h 0& t 1mportant ee cap 

ground raUrood. 

4 award L. Conr 
( Ch 1 os ,,0 , n • d . ) , 89 . 

evor aecompli,hod via the under-
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APTl:.R II 

The caso ot Coroline Quarl1e 

Tile first tU g1 the slave to reach Milwaukee via the 

un~orpround railroad w Coro11ne Quar11es of St . i ,ou18 , 

18eourt . Oaro11no's m18tro8. W88 Mra . Charles B. fTell. 
I 

her fathor'. shto!' and hor own aunt . Aa 8n oatoroon "she 

had a at!'81lttlt n OS8, t h in lips-, skin not vGry dark, ond {1 

IIlander form of medium ho 1 f:ht ~ ,;\1 though qui to 1n tol11 f!:cnt 

tho could not I' nor writ"" . :It WSS 80ld that sh o .. 

only about sixteen old noho come to f:llwQuk 

l'o11n o waa not too badly u80d whU a held 1n bondago, 01-

t hou ' h " 00('.8810nal1y whippod and s ometimes de1)rlved 

ot eotlplete f r oCi dom 0 tioD. ~8ny times she could not 

atten d church on Sunday, but s h e we. l ocked 1n the house end 

de to "scrub pa1nts" as ahe called it . 

Caroline ' 9 !I1i>ther was dea d, but 8be had a atop- rather 

Who WOG not a slave and Who made 8 pet of her . n e W88 a 

bla cksml th a nd earned a p;ood deal of money at hitt work . 

1 • O. Ol1n , "A History of tho far1y Anti-Slavery 
rxc1 tomcnt 1n the s tate of Wl8co081n from 1842 to 1060" , MS·S., 

'~e3tern Reserve H1storlcal tJocle ty, Cleveland , Ohio , ( !J1cro­
f11m copy, V".iaconein ~t8to f71tttorieal Soc1ety, }!adlson , 
hconsln) , 3 ... 4 . fl ereoft ('r oitod sa 011n t·1<' . C. C. r 11n 

of the primo movore of the abolition movemen t 1n 
18ukee area . ~·o was one ot' the od1tors ot the A~e.rl .. 

,~ ... u .. g ..... '3lan, oor1y obol lt 10n pDp\~r publishod 1n ,. eUkoaliti . 

_ ouod Rallrood", TI ............ M 

v .... ........ u ..... .. w~.n,zp .. 1ooon 010 (Chicago, 10(0), 450 . B Gr~-
- . •.• - - w. Lyman OooOOow , one of the primo 

ntls1avQry sentiment in t 1sconsin, wrot 
.uarlles case 8S 8n aetuel participant in 

escape. It is a important primar y lource for tho study 
or tho early abolition mov~ent 1n Wisconsin . 



leo waa a jGwelar ot aorts and made pretty jewelry whiob 

he ~ave to the girl . 

Caroline tr1ahed to be ' .floe", . She meditated upon the 

6 . 

/ 

sub 'ed, ('or a long timo,always l1.atontnR to tbe talk a bout 

the North. One day hoI' miatre" be came angry w1 th her Gnd 

cut her hatr whleh wae lon g and beaut1ful . ' Tht. oetton on 

the part ot her m1atrees angered the c1rl and made her 

clde to run away at tho first opp~rtun1ty. Sho r:u:maged • 

• omeha., to gatonG hun ... · dollara, most llkely from her 

t f ather, and oad oa h er sa CDpo.., She won tto the 

teol •• 1ppl rivol' ond tnok astcolller to Alton , Il11n01s . 

~bon ahe arrivod tn Alton , eb t a colored man who aaked 

hoI' if. ahe wa. , not a rUDoway slave. She denied thh , but he 
. ' 

told bur he wal • fri end to the alavos and that ahe had 

better take a etase tor Un •• ukee at once. She took hte 

advioe and left lmmodtetely,:J 

hen .he .rl"l.ved In lUl.lukee ahe met an ex .. slave by the 

name or Dob Tltb.ll ", He protel.Gd w. aympathy 1'01" bel' ond 

took hor to hi" home Where ahe Itayed for several d aye . 

\!ht~ ~~etendep W.8 but a ron who hoped to oollect 0 r~-

ward tor returntng hel" to her maetol" .• 

The first hint that a runaway 8leve was 1n " llwQuk, 

camo about. week later when hEll" master, Cl:'Utrlo8 B,. rtsll, 

como t rom St , Lout, to hunt t or her 1n order to t81~o her book 

3 011n ., 4-8. 
4 Jbtd,. , and - dn,oVl" 458. 
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to bondage,. Ho allo brought Ht . touts lallyor wi th h1m . 

'The two southorn eontlemen met Tithell and asked hi 11' he / 

knl:l" anything obcut runaway 91~ve named Caroline Quarlle • • 

Titbell told tbem she 9 at hl e houae and that h ould take 

them to ho:r . The eX-Glove ho~t3d to get the reYfard , but he 

wisbed ~o t 8 l8rgor !'tum than th lava catcher ot .fh'st 

orr~~od . T1tball lant olorcd ooy to d1roe t (",arol ina to 

9 $p~c1f1cd placo , but the boy wrc.ckod tho plot by tokln 

ha:r to 8 olace of hl ohocs1n;:;. 5 One oJ;- alove thu 

orltcd to .. roo CnroHnc , while ono the. 

"slove he.- . 

ntcndcd to help re-

f\ 

The l Cl'Cryer f:rom : t . Lou1a , 0 Hr. Spencor, wlJntod t o p~o .. 

ceed 1n the case aoool'dlnp, to la. , 80 he oonsulted with 

r . lI e H. "ell., an antis lavery [!emocl'a t . f..!r . \U ollnYlould 

have nothing to do \\1 th the case . The St . Louis attorne 

then wont t o s ee A. ahal Finch and Will l am 1' . I..ynde , but they, 

toe, :refuted t o be of service to him. Ptnch)8011c1tous about 

Caroline ~uorl1 8a' welfare , then Bought out the b1r1 and hid 

her until n tra l l . Then ha took he:r aero •• the river and 

concea19d her 1n barrel which stood on the 8id'awelk tweon 

.rand Avenue and Kilbourn 'rown- ln plain view of all who pe ~ s ed . a 

'!'hot n1n:ht Samuel Drown , ono of t early anttsla very agitators 

1n th tlwouk IIrea , 8pir t t Co:rol1ne to hls farm a t 

!:!lUes WGs t of the v111o£c . The next 01 c;ht he tottk her to th 

5 011n ;tS3 . , G. 

Goodnow, 459 . 
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farm of :uol Douo)wrty 1n tho Town of r labon , about twenty 

leG f rom Uil\18Ukec . TbIJl'e t?lt; frightened tu~-::it1ve rOlnoln{d 

1n h1dIng for ' eke .. 7 

In the meantime, 1':0881'& . 3poncer and nell had aecured 

the servIoes 01' Jonathan r.. Arnold, 8 young Milwaukee lawyer . 

ThoBO tht>ce mon , accompanied by Alexander Pratt, combod the 

countryside, trying to rind the rugt t1 ve . elove girl . Lawyers 

lpenoer $nd Arnold decl ~ed that they would eue the owners of 

tho steamboat by .hioh Caroline had traveled from ~t . Loul _ 

to Alton--they held th rospona1ble tor her oSCODa . It 

ro1ine Quarllas waa not recovered thIs company would b 

eted to pay Cbnrl B. ~&ll t her ~t . Loui. tel' , _um 

her monoy value. 

The at . i,ouis attorney dared th llw8ukrJO aboH.t1ontst. 

to p caroline 1n hiding,. He olaimed that th cit! Slove 

low woson the s of ncn who tought to rotUftn tho drl to 

her rlr.htfUl master . Jonathan ':t. Arnold, the !fllwQukr.-o lawyc1" 

coop&ratln~ with th t~ Y.ou1a , declared that the 

whol 01'08 of the 'Uni "tates Government would be usod to 

recover the Cirl . But ro11ne ' . obampions did not return 

her , nol" did they reveal that they knew anything about her 

whereabout • • e 

n incident the t 

80n timen t or som8 ot th 

7 011n ~.'1S ., 9 . 

8 Ibld ~, lO-ll~ ........... 

out-red noar Waukesha roflects the 

o1thons for th <1\Jgl tt vo Slav ~ .. • 
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It _eoms that the slave-hunting trio , (Hall, spencer, and 

ronold, ) 'proachod E:ro rendoll, Q d on of the OnJ:;l"A- / 

tional churoh, 09 ho liaS htlling potatoos on his form 

near the villa Be. They keel bis oplnion on the ha~borlnO' 

of 8 runaway slove) 1n . dc-fiance ot 8 ri gid ,.lavo code and 

of federal la.~thcn accused him ot h1ding Caro11ne. ~G8COn 

ndo1l dent sGcrGt1n~ the a1r1 . He a180 answered that h 

thou p:ht a bad law waa better broken than obeyad . The deacon 

orderod the slave_hunters off hie pr operty, Intorming them 

that 1t the, would acconpany him to f,aukssha , he would 8 9 

to it tho t they were tarN)d an d fee tbored and r1 ad en au t ot 

town on ran • • ot the people 0 

strongly about slovery and elave-huntertl 

stern abollt1ontsto . 

coneln fol t 08 

000 or the 

After th 1r1 had on concoaled tn t.he ,'/oukeeha aroa 

for soveral wceks" the ontislovery men thour:ht 1 t would be 

fa to ,nd hor to Canada . 'l'he fl~st lap or thi8 journey 

88 corried out by Lyman Goodnow. lIe took h3r to Gardn !",r t. 
ra1r10, Walworth Oounty, which wa. looated Bbout thirty 

mll e8 from ~'ll waukee . Mr. Goodnow made the journey to .nd 

'rom that \11Da ioto 1n one . night tlO that DO one would know h 

ad left ~own nor euapoct that Caro11ne had been movod . :r~om 

Gardner ' s Prair1e, caro11ne w,s to be taken around Ch1oar.o, 

and then to Canada thtooudl . .P'l'ohlp.an. Lyman Goodnow voluntoered 

to mskc th1. journey and tu1de the fugitive slavo on bar way 

9 Ibid., 12. 
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to freodom . \'f1 th elr,ht dollars, in his pocket- collected 

rom p~ople friendly to the anblslavery cause-he WQS about I 

to s et forth on his journey when Dr. E. P. Dyer of BurlIng­

ton arrIved to otfer tJuf" rs;estions and aid . Dr . Dyer provided 

supn1y of pies, eakes, ehea Gnd crackers. Tho pro-

visions were Ineid 1110. o(.se and were to be ueed 1n 

CQSO or an emer genoy . The Bur11ngton dootor also offered 

Lyman adnow twenty dollars which be had collected to defray 

the eXDenee. of the e~ca~e . Aa last rvlee, ~. E. P. Dyer 

Gove Mr , Goodnow a letter of reooomendation to show to "friend. 

or treedom", 1n I llinois and !-fl chigsn 1n order to secure aid 

1n Carollne Quarlles' fli Ght to freedom nnd nada . Goodnow 

end his oharge made good their departul'El , they traveled only 

at night until they had skirted cnloaeo ~ The rElst ot the 

journey, totaling aooe six hundred alles, WI de wi th 

relative ease. In Mlchleen they met. Quakers and Germans 

who helped dlrect them along the wSY' , B,,:,entually they reach-

ed Sandwich, 

'r~edom"lO 

neda , end the Missouri 6lave girl claimed 

Thel'e Will 8 ' sequel to the escape ato1"Y . When Ca1"o11ne 

had come to MIlwaukee, she had given all of her money--aome 

t~ht1 dollars--to Bob Titball . When Goodnow tr1ed to re­

cover the money, the sooundrel denied having that amount­

he olaimed that she had given hIm only forty dollars . , 

Goodnow aued him and aucoeeded in s,ocuring 8 judgment agains t 

10 GoodnoW' , 461- 463; 011n MSS ., 19-21. 



l • • 

1 tboU . I n apt t!" or Uw judf1ll 3nt h & wos never able to 

oollect a~y of the money. ll ( 
.: 

A tew days attar Onro11ne Quorlles haa 10ft tJii lwouko& 

for Oanada , th 01 ty o.bol i tloniata hel d D. meoting in 

the Presbytorlan " o ... t1nc '10U8e . They openly expresltod their 

'nt1men ta upon the :rue! t1ve s.lav(l q,uostion t 

that 

that 

'i'h reline QUArl1 

n 
lru.! we 
ct .a 

tory had a happy endIng, She 

married . ru g! tl ve alave who had 8sca'Ded 1'POI'Zl bis Vll'~ln1a 

. Bstor . ppreclated what Mnwaukee.na had done for h oI' • 

ny years a rter the Civil V eft waa over she wrote to Lyman 

,oodnow . 

nl>Drcat frIend 

Pen 

11 Goodnow, 465. 

you oan an 
!)h~ee t your 

Canada . 

12 "11w8ukee 9enttnel .. Apr11 12; 1842. 

Sandwich .. C8m~d 
pr11 10, 1600 

how 
rolin 

rolin \"'itltkln-13 

13 011n USS., 2Z-24 J )loo~ow .. 466 . Th(~ lette!' waa not 
punctuated 1n either account~~The letter .a8 signed • Carol in 
'atkins" . Later ab.e spelled her oema "Caro11ne" ~·· 
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~.~ . dnOTl ,howed tho let1jer to hia ~ !'r1 n nds . 

na"ered the l etter and included 8 sorles of qu o!1t1ona t·6 

'bleh tn.e ex-eleva ropl1 

Doer eAt Prien 

well and doinu. wel l . it 1 
h;::alth. 
the name 
th 
8S 1 

1 
b 

• 

as 1:ollowu 

t • • 
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'1 mistress tolks tl"eatodme .wdl enouch 1'or o . 
eleve. Yes t have been whipped. Yes , 1 had to 
do the hou sework, for 1 wss kept for thot purpose . 
r tol d my grandmother 1 was sotng to ConooQ tlat, 
1 W8S 80 young that she did not pay any a ttent10n 
to me , nor ony ot the rest of them 

I have answered all the questions you ~8k mu. 
Until the next time, good bye. 

I 

Caro11ne Watklnsl 

The f1rst abolltton1 s t venture In Wisconsin was sucoeOa .. 

rul e Tho antislavary men now strived to brtng their caus 

before the poople . They revealed their pre.ence 1n th 

rea, telling the details of the Caroline Quorllos story . 

hey tanned the t1 
$ of otlOtion and holpod rip the North 

nd South a part . Tho antislavery oG1tatoro tttt1nrly 

launohed theIr movot::lcnt 1n Wisoons in . 

14 011n tlSS ., 25- 27 , Ooodnow, .66 . Thh letter was not 
punctuated 1n either account , othorwhe It 18 just aa 1t 
pp~ared In orl~1nol fo~. 
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l 
C'Lf\PT ~R III 

1842- 104B 

v1ith tho ease of the t'1r~t !'ugltive slav eeeasfully 

olos ed , illOSt W1sconsl'1ites: Boon forgot th uor1109 incidont . 

nut there wore 8 fow peopl bo continuod to & ~ltote for the 

fro ,;, dotl of the sleves . qahel Finch , ~",111 1am Lynde, ~ d'WQrd 

H O) ton , t:latlluf~l ~r>oTfln. Ell1d ~"r . 1.'. P . Dyer , all of whom alded 

in tho Quarll e . 

s '·tation . 

J re tho l eaders of this ont19l6ivl~ry 

In June , 184P, thoy un ete 0 11 fot' antislavorJ 

convention . They osked uf':tt1o"lds of humon 11bnl· 't~(1 £I t' d 

advo 9 Of' "tho 1mt.1cdtQte fXlo:'}clpatlon of thp oppro9socl 

1n our land" to ottend Q m~cti ~r. at 

OU:1 ty u"'or tho pUI"?OR6 of or ~O"'l'::ln, 

Slavery . ul At thot ?:l0 El t1tlC, hold on 

l eetec] and the ant181svti ry movemont 

levon 1 !1 r.alworth 

orr: to!"ial A:1 tJ. ... 

U ,'\J s t ~ , of~lcers Vlere 

ormslly lQ u"1 chod . 

The nowly tOl'ttled 1. 1scone1n tt'err1 tortsl Ant1 - <llavory 

o1pty WElt! moro or leao lnocUVf· dur1op: tho f irst YfaI' or 

lts ~x1stenco . Cn February 7 , 1943, the , roup held i t 

first snn1 v('l'ssl'Y moutinn at the Conr,regat1ooal Ueo t!.ng ,'ou ae 

1n Prairiev1ll e . At t time the mombers draft ed CO, It ti -

tutton , and op enly or:tbr8~ ~d the prtneiplf'8 of.' anU - slovery . 

I they a cUe-d thoir sl rnatul' to th oouman t . 1'1 olso 

lont a 1'108 ot' roao1 utions- thrao of those rood aa 

1 8uk:!8 ryV'.'" u .... ~.Q .... ", 
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.. ollows: 

RC801vcd . 1st 'Iho U. "> . Conot ltution doea not reo ... 
of.'!lieo the 1"1 ht of others to hold others tn bond-
or-g. 
Thour,h IJd,skonstn wos not one of the ats tas formed 
to SGcure the bl o9s1ngsof "Ii1berotyn she 1& never­
theless intprasted 1n tho sarno . It would not be 
proper for us to inform 'the General Covern!:'!1ent of 
ita duty , it ia r1 ~ht that we should p~tltlon for 
1" f'drasa of thosE' ~r1ovenees which e, part of the 
p~ople auf f or; a nd partieularly 80., 08 those deeply 
oppressed fellow creatures and bx' othol'U are dQbarrcd 
trom their ri t:ht to '!lOk~ grievances known . 
flesolved. 2nd 'l'het this body do respectivoly , but 
t:108t earnestly pf' tl tlon the Oenor&l ('ovel~l1Ent, 
Im 'udintoJy to abolish slavery In the f;1stri("t of 
Colurnb1e , and also to cbo118h th~ domostto "lave 
trQ el e betwepn th(> '110 9 t e a , 'l'errl tor los , and tho 
lstr1.ct •••••• 

Resolved . 4th d 

I 

ot: Qla v ory 1n our Wl 
a <l lavcry cla~:l() to 
contJt1 tutten . 

r1vo to prcv~nt 
d in the stat 

In 0 d'H t1 on . the con vo,"') t1 0"\ 1t t third sun c~oy 

o f ADr11 the day on Q fl t01'9 01" the; VQr10ua 

ehurehQ8 1n the 91' ould proach on the ntruo condt Unn 

of slav~ry 1n t 

fUlly undeI'stan 

s outh" 80 that their COnp.l'Of:ations might 

j·'.'h 

the 3 !'oblem. 

lt WBS not only the men \1ho wanted slRvery abolished . 

ha t on " arch 20., 104 .. , f-:rouP 

of ladies friendly to the antIslavery cOUse met 1n the 

ptlst Hel l 1n !~nwQukGG f or the purpoao of formin €, ' 

ocl-ty . They adopted the nattla Ladia8' Hllwauk1H,i Anti ­

"'lovory 90ci('ty, and they stated an lntc'1tion to b o on 

IbId ., l~arch 1" 1(143. _ . 
3 lliE,. 
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ux1l1ary to the AmOl." i can An tt . lJlevory ~ocl cty. Tho ob.ioct 

Of" . tho women t oci e t 

"lat , To aid in the dirru9~_on of eOl'root inforno-hon 
on tha aub3 (Jc t of slavery; 2nd , To pl'omote the 1"0-
l1ri oua , !!lora1 , on() 1ntc11eetual Impl'OVar.l~n t of the 
oolorod populationJ 3rd , to unite our efforts to 
ndueo and dU'Cuue n oorroct stQte of Ollria·tlon feol­
ng tOYlo:{,ds thta auf'fering and n ealoet<>Q class of 

our oommuntty. on broed principlee laid down by our 
blessod Savior himsolf. 'In 88 much DS ye bave 
done tt . to one .. or th(' l~aGt 'of these tlY brethern, 
ye '"lavo dono h. to m.6. " 

I 

1 th the bo~1nn!nc of 1 ta oRcand yur . the i ons10 ant! -

lavf>l"Y laoel...,ty had embracod tho tenets of the nationally 

or t.<snlzed Liberty f'ort7" ond 1. t campo 1."·]H>d for members end 
.' I. , I 

~ltnpothy . The soci e ty de91 L~&ted th 

oman , edttod by Charles C. Shol as , os :1 to orr1c1al orr-an . 5 

It '1nta ' this paper , dedioated to "the general interests of th 

nti- ~navcry cause, on'd to tho advan oement of tho ("r est 

pr1ncinles whlch form the baat. and action ot the T,1'bcrty 

oorty, " that kept tho 1 a 0 bol1tton olivo 1n the tar~ 

ritory . rhorle8 C. Sholes bad or1 r,1nally bC l~n to publish 

his pap or in Racine; lator he tnovod it to t!llwoukoo cnd 

till later , 1n 1844. to Woukesha . The pap?r rcmQ~n9d in 

uk",. until 1040 flh "herloon r.~ . Roath return ed the press!') 

to ··Uwoukeo. 

(t~n wnukE'e) A:1'1f:;r1can "):too!nan , :'oreh ~7 , 104"% . 
c: " Charles C!holea WEll the broth~r or Christopher I.sthem 

,holos , InventoJ. ot thetypewrlt~n' , who later odited the 
"- llwouk f' f\ ows, "Chrhtopher r, otnem <"tholes " V • • P. A. ~'<)~ (1.'I1 s ­
con010 '~ tat"&IT1storle81 ~'o e1ety, r.!adtaon , ¥d.8coos1n) , 6 . 

6 7 , 1044. 
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11 of the peoplo of Wisconsin d1d not endorse th 

viewa 01' th 1~arsholl tronr., ed1 tor / 

01' tho Roe:i.n · mJrooscd his views rorclbly~ " \'10 

o apologists for slavery . but it 1. a southern lnGtltu~ 

tion , and the p00ple of tho free atatea oonnot oct poll t1cally 

\Jpon the Inlt1 tut10ns of the slave sta te. any moro than upon 

~ nflond . 1l StrOll dd that the only wilY to r ot rid of the 

vll W.8 throu ,,~b th~ force of truth and public opinion . '7 

Th. Am'Q:"" .. ".,Ui.-' .- ... - UV .... olQ&.. d financtal dlfflcult1 because 

of a lack of SUbscribers . n June 1844 , th of tho 

1bort1 p~~ty who roa 

waukee oountics , held 

d in tt. auke sha , WO Bblngton , and t' l1-

ottng at Prairi eville . Cne of 

their rosol utiona aaked overy 4'f!.1ber ty man" to take up 

paying 8ublcrlptlon to th }'l'ee-mon • E? Bu t "" vcn thl 

oppeal did not all aviate the financial allbOrra8arlent of tho 

po"Oer . On Juno 15, tho popt"r auspended pub11cation tcnporal'-

ny, but on Scptet:)oer lEl it ocain oatl$ off the pt'Ow,j';", ,, 
, 

"!)uring that brief p ~r1od' tho l)I'OSfl08 \'iIct'c mov··d to ITah~1 

ville . then the iaau o ot ~eptomb€r 18 appoarod, 1t conteinod 

n announcc::xent .ta tlnl': that the Liberty pSl"ty t d 

the pross trom C. C. ~hole 9f but that the 1'0 r owner would 

continue to bo editor an ubllsher on condi t.ion th& t he 

'faithful ly p<'3rform the dutl inci dent to overy deportment 

7 (Ra cine) Advocato, April 9 , 1044 . 

e Amorican F'roer.lan , June 1 , 104 .... . 
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or the said newspaper- edit the same aocording tothe pro -

vhions and obj eots o:fthe Articles of As"celation, 8nQ I 

ubltsh 1. t regularlyonee a week . · 9 Thu. the popor becomo 

tbe otf1clal orlli80 or the Ltberty partty. 'nita antislavory 

papel!" oontained much Llberty party hewa , most of which th 

othel' paper. did not bother to publish bocotlGO it \1tl, 

r olativoly unimportant . livory taau e olao contained at least 

one anUslavery tra-e-t . Ita editorials denounoed s lavery with 

raculer monotony. Gradually tbe paper deserted modo:pstion 

nd it became a ra~lcQl ebol1t1onhtehae t . 

Prior to the election 01' lS4
t
4 , the Liberty party mad e a 

very POOl' ahowing in the number at ba llot. e •• t tor ttl oan-

dldatH. ut tb1s dld not dtsooul'ag e the edt tor ,of the 

Ame~t c.n F'f>scl'lUin . Fie atated that m.oat people dId not realIse 

what :rosult. had been acoomplhhod . 

"It we look at t ho actual roeults ot the action ot 
t he r.tberty f artry, we trust Wo aholl never beast..:.ced 
G~ baokword to c;ompOl'ethem \11 th the ,actual 1'O'Iu1 t a ot 

, the actlon of the WhIg and D¢J1'l1ocratlc parties . Our 
undergl'6und r a i lroad hoa GootJUtpl.1ahed mora , w1 thtn th"J 
~ •• t ri ve year., to'!' the 'real interests of humanity, 
than Whig or Douwcrotte influenco, 08 I uch, ever 
did aocompllah. or cV,er will . ... Voung as wearo to 
our political ex1stenrco , and few as We oro In numbers, 
Qno opposed and trad\lood 88 "6 are, by uny Who oUt"ht 
to be our fri ends and help ers, yet We are not and 
wIll llQ~bv :'ohtndthe othol"p.8rtles 1n t~o8 ceOQpl1ah ... 
ment of a ctual good to our fellow men" ... " . 
In tbe e l e etlon, ot'184-4, th.e TJ1berty party made G better 

, howing, although it actual ly received only II amall p orcent ... 

go o f the vote.caat. r:~cHtor C. C •. Shol es, deoeiving h1m-

9 (W'aukoeha )4mer-loan F):te eman , Sep t , 19, 1844. 

10 Ibla., Oct . 5., 18 - ' 
• 
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elf; wrota thnt the P'U-tl had sone tlu"ou£jl (t $OVOL"'C) toat. · 

but had emerged unscathed; that it eho\'fed on increose 0 j 

strength which indicated tho zeal g,n d unwavering fidelity of 

the Liberty men .1l Sholes lived up to bt •• r.roement~th 

d1torial •• upported the Liberty party, r egardless of ita 

llure. or shortcomings . 

In 1845 t he r,lbat' ty party was aeeu.cd ot aid1ng 1n the 

nneJla ticn ot Texa. . Tht. vaa t erea woul droaul t 1n mol' 

elave t err1tory becaus e it • 10c8 ted south or t he -'1I80llr1 

compromi.e line. Tbe L1ber ty men voted for their own prG. -

ldentlo1 candidato 1n 1a • In New York .tate tho vot g1ven 

tho Ltberty party's candidate enabled Polk to be elected 

re.Ident , The Whi g. aocusod the third 1)ortyo ting . 

their candidate and 1n effect eastlnr. a ~ro-s18vory vote . 

"~he gutl t of ann t1an, if l.t 1. accomplished, L:1ust rest 

on this self. styled Liberty party ••••• They could havo east 

. thoir voto.ao 08 to prevent annoxation (o t Texas) •• ~.· . ln 

th.e tuture l e t t t bo known by It. true n • the Pro-Slavery 

Party . " dt tor hi tt"rly aeno'.Joo ~~e Wh1 ~a and stated 

that the S$ntinel . intended to ,upport the "Loeotocos" , th 

tralf'.ht fOMlard a dvocates of' 'I'exa8 annexat10n . 1tl 

A ~oup of Pra1~l evl110 oitlzens , onponet. of clavery, 

t to d1aou,. th 

8 r181ng polltioal 

aitu.tion locally. William A. BarstoW, 

1&',\.11'0 Gno e r;overnor- to-be, eervp. d a. 

11 Ibid., !lov , 27. 1844 ~ 

12 unwnukos sentinel, Feb .. 26 , 1045, 
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seoretary of tha t meeting. Those assembled 01 tl zens condemned 

the abolitionists for 

nl~otions of 1845, by 

the 'stand ' they hoCll ttlken 1n th.e local I 
. t 

voting for a third party candidate . 

They r~00en1zad "th~ workings of an enthusiastic '.GAl with­

out Imowl edge l snd of questionable 1ntergri ty. tI Bu t th&y 

we~e unwilling to overlook every interest whioh nora immed1a~elY 

affected them, 10 that slavery may be destroyed by a meana 

that afforded no certainty of suocoss . They felt that the 

SlaVft8 1n the South would be no ne~rar freedom ' throll gh the 

l aotion of' an ao,o~ 1 tion candida te for county supervisor, 

just1ce of the peace, con~t8ble or oth~r local orr1c~rs . 

The two oonclud1ng r0801utions aptly 8ummar1zed thetr v1~ 

oonoerning third-party nbol! t1on1ets 88 well asalavery: 

Resolved, That tho"lc intolerable abolit10nists who 
Charge ai,honesty and corruption, upon Qll thOle 
who do not tollow them 1n p reoept and praotice, 
show lIttle knowl edge ot human nsture and a reck­
lesl and unchrht1sn disregard for the ri ..;hta ot 
consoience. 
Resolved, That 1n our view, slavery is wrong and 

. ought to be 80 tar Qnd 80 fSlt ob.ol1shed as con­
duoe to the beat 1ntereet, of the blaoksan 
sa fety of the whitos; and that When we can dh­
cover any praet10ble moans for aboll~hi~g it, 
oonsistent with the above principle, we will 
dopt them. 13 

Bu t even 1n the ce of sueh crt t1cisrn the antislavery 

group persevered and gathered strength. In :n1d- !iareh of 

1046 0 181'e O nur.J.'b~ or r,1borty party member:! QS 8om.bled 1n 

0101 t _ !UlwQuk ns were numerous at that party ma.a meet-

1ng. Thos ttending discussed the propo.ed constitution 

for the Wisconsin Territory . The antls1averyttea demanded 

that the constitution should secure liberty and equality to 

13 Ibid ., Maroh 20, 1845 . 
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11 malo e1ttzeoa regardloss ot 00101" or place of birth. The 

!:lberty men adv1aed evol!7 "friend or 1 
,/ 

rty" 1n Wisconsin t.o 

.uppor1) oonst1tut1onal delegates who ravored the "right .. ·ot 

men, .. l4 

" Var10U8 ehruoh ~OUP8 began 6arly to t ake a stand 

8r,alnst slQvery. 'Methodists, ptt8ta, L~18eopolean3, Dna 

Preabyterl0.na ,. in vrir10ua moetings , aX' up ~G.olut1ons etat-

int; thotl" positIon On. t 

dopted by the Wsuk<.t.ha 

questtolji ot slavery. 'llhe ' art1cle. 

pttst atlureh illustrated the sent ... 

lme~t ot scattered reli gious 
f' 

o~ps: 

1 . No one ~o hold slaves "as to be al lowed 1n thn , 
OhUl~cb pulpit 'orr-at 18 communion tables . 
8 . '~ny m&mbers and the paator belonged to enttslavery 
"octat1c.1 they oncoutoo gad ent1lJlavery discuss1ons . 
3 . An antialavery traot was issued whioh Batd in 
effect- we are an antislavery ohuroh " ~ oonsU. 
tution 1, ant.1alavery. We deny all..,"tg, .. ship to 
elave bolder. In casea whatloever ,,15 

orno olnisters preached bitterly a gainst slavery, alway. 

poInting out it. ov11& and ~h&8tz .ln8 tt. inhuman a.peota . 

In July of 1646 the Vl1sconatn LlbGt"ty A880018 u'on- the 

name by whloh tho anttalavQry society was known at thatt1tl6 

- o s::aln held U. s Gal- annual meet1n~ 1n 'Prairievllle, One 

08611'1 the group p'Mse 90r1G8 of' 1"esoluttona QxPressing 

strong ant1s1avQl·l aenttmonte . In strong and plein lant=IUQ&r.o 

th 0:7 Gx-pres 6 od the tv v1 eW8 ; 

14 !b1d .. , ----15 (Wauk 

of the \1rong and eruel ty of 
'1 ta ruinous encroacbnumt. on 

6 " 

Sep t , 16 , 1845. 
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on the rlfhts Qn'~ l):')tcre,sts of t'r01(JOtl, 
dt.entbrQlltt~nt of tho G(Jncrol government ~rom tbe ! 

ontrol of tho sllvp. ~owor , a~d the aboli tton 0
4 

I 

,lavery, subj octs or para~ount tmportance. 
()solvod, That, Ant1-~lBv~1'"Y polt ticI Ill'g nCeOIU9l'tlly 

' 8 part ot mor-olity and :religi.on ., and he who cla10' 
to bo an abollttontot B!'ld yet .hut, this ':'l"Etst sub­
j eo t f rom the pulpit, or he who vote. tor slave 
holders or othor e,ologhts to otfton of tru9t 1 
lneon.tatcnt and unworthy of tho name he 81'rOgatea 
to him.elf . 
Resolvod, That it 1& the duty of overy true friend 
ot OUl't country, of humanity 8,od ChrhUsn1ty, to 
put forth htl beat effort tor the immedIate, the 
entiro and ttnal overthrow of Am~rle8n Slavor7--­
treatIng 811 othf"1' pol1 tical interests 8' ot tj'li<nor 
lm~ort.noe until that groat lubjoot 11 $oacm~118hod. 
Resolved" That 811 clv1l distinctions rounded on 
color, nation or oropert7 •• r~ Anti-Republioan and 
Ol'preealvct and thatwa pledge ours elves tn ravol' 
of • Const tutton, 1'01' the now <it,to of li isoonsln 
which ahall aecure to every ct thGn th" clect1v 

ncbhe, end to "Iv,.ry Indlvldilalthoae inalien­
able rights &et forth 1n the Declaration of Inti 
~ndonco . 

Resolved" That lie' utterly repudtate, 88 unpatriotic 
nd unchristian, th~ :tenttmont- ~fOur cOl:mtry­

t'1ght or .. rongn- bel 1oving that to fJupport wrong 
letreason to the bost Inte:res.t$ of our country, 
nd hl r:h treason to tho ~ovE'lrnmGnt of r~d . 

;teaol vod, Thot We regard the t'Qr wt th UGXleo 1n 
"hi eh the ~ecu t1 va or our Ceun t!'y tn vol ved U8 . a 
iniquItous Gnd crowardly" G waro of &ecre8~1on ond 
plundor , G .al"eof the strong a gainst the weak, Gnd 
crown the infamy of th~ thlng , a ware tor the exclu­
s1V9 henetit or the slave holders Gnd the oxtenston 
of thelr de,pot1e powors . 
Resolved" That t~o numerou. reoent opponents ot 
annexation, who have more recently shown 80 much 
wIll tngnoc8 to vote men and money to carryon tho 

[ war, and ~ven boast that they 8rG, .tC?,remoat tn the 
bloody confliot , Mve shown that' tnol!" opposition 
wos hollow and h~G~tlea8 . ' 
Relol ved ,. The t we regard t t 
tho Inti ~l. very cause that one or more compo tent 
lecturers be omploye~ to vt81t{ 83 f ar 8S practl-
.ble, every portion of' Wheons oJ and th4t th 
exeouttvo commIttee be requested to tske measure 
accordingly , provided the l"equ1al to funds can b 

ecured . 
naaol v(!d ~ That the {'riendl't of T,,1bel"t:,r h!lr o 1n Ula­
con.in aite hereby urrod at an eorly p(~rlod to 
nominate 88 Dele~te 9 to tho convention 1n the calle 
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o human rights . IS 

I The assembled abo11tlon1st~ not only endorsed all of the 

r-e901utions but took steps. to circulate them as they asked for 

attentIon and cempai.gned f or new converts . 

In an ed1torial the _A_~~e_r~'._c~ Freeman strongly epnroved 

the relolutions, aarling "the resolutions are of the right 

stamp, and breathe of the r1~ht spIrIt . " The editor marvel­

led at the number 1n attendance because the time chosen for 

the meeting WitS "the bude8t 8e880n of the yesr" for. the 

rming l?opUlaUo:l . 'rhts convention , the editorial stated, 

was " unlIke 1ts predecessors . a working rather then "talk ... 

1n~ convent ion . t! The edi tor closed wt th words of praise and 

hope . tIThe rosults," he wrote, Itall honor .to the selt-

sa erlficlng sp1r1 ts in 8 ttendanoe, cannot be but highly 

auspicious . Our oaus~ wl1l now be 

Probebly the main busineu c~ that' Prairieville gathering 

we$ to adopt measuretJ to oontinue the publication of the 

American Freemart . The paper" ever falling behind fina'no tally , 

had ceQsed publication with its issue of .June 11 . There wa s· 

a large mortglB4 against the press at the time . But the 

Territorial IJiberty Assooiatlon made arran gements to seoure, 

beyond questlon _ the regular pUblication of the paper . C. 

c. ~hol es re31 d his position as editor and In ~i9 place 

the p~rty named C. O. 011n and Thomas D. Plu~b co- oditors ot 

the antislavery sheat . A joint stock assooiation of the 

executive committee of the Territorial Liberty Associat1on 

controlled the paper , Tha t group promi,ed the s um ot two 

16 
17 

(Waukesha )Amer1c:an Freeman , Aug, 4 , 1846 
l!?!£. 
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thousond dollars f or th eakly publication or the poper-

that amount to be modo 'Payable ovo:r a portod of thr 
/ 

years ; 

Tho 18sus 01' Au ;:uat 4, IF48 , watt the f 1r3t paper publtahe 

under the new arl"sng t and by the n dltors . 1G 

For the next few years the abol1t1on:tst a gitation seemed 

to 81llU'llor downoons1dorobly. Hestdants 0 1ao In Terrt-

tory aeOOlod more eoneorned with tho attainment of ,statahood 

thon w1th the abolitton slavory. Ye.t ' tho champ10re of 

tho Nsltro "era not entirely 1dle. At the first consUtutional 

conven tion they socurod referendum on tho quost1on of ron-o 

uf'fr .. At th tl o the conven t1on ther bout 81% 

hundred fr oeD in Wi sconsin . r1n e; tho terrI tor1al 

poriod :00 coloroopo1'8on oould vote, but member. ot the 

L1berty party from th outheaatom count demanded equal 

r1 r.b t or all men. t a o.onoe0810n to this croup that 

tho refol' en dum ".. 

the Const1 tutlon 0 

1Io"ed" but t t 

184G t ,,19 Two y 

a deteate d along w1 th 

re 18 tel' • n conatltuu. 

tonal commtttee did rir 

and which resulted in 

• dooument wh1ch won raU.flcat10t 

1.ralon Qf w1seonaln into the Un ion. 

It appoars that tho "ormation of' the now state 80 occu-

pied the att ention of t peool nd the preaa, that 11ttl 

notice was taKen of' t h rrival of Sh~~n • ooth 1n the 

1'08 . Litt le did Dooth 's early acquaintances r081 i~e that 

10 jlli. 
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. 
the transplantod Yankee would one day be come a national 

I 
tl~re , bringinG notorie t y £01' himselt andpubl1cl ty to hle , 

dODt od stet" . 

Sh~rman fol. Dooth WfUJ born In venport ,. 1'>e181'10re Coun ty, 

IW York, 

here ho .. 

5, 181~ . He attended the local schoole 

n exceptionally t ine studont. ~hon he wea ttr. 

tOf'n years old, h 

t ater ho w~nt to 

a parmi t t~d to tl)Qch 1n the local 80hools . 

lion Aead£.tly where he tooK a coo-

'Pletccouroe and tGacher . 

In lOZ5 Booth, 01' X'odlcal tn his thinking. 

be caae 1n t e l' perance movemon t '. He attended 

a me e t1nt: 1.n Albany wh ho, was 8clected to mak e 8 lecture 

tour of castern New York, He apent three years l ecturtnh aod 

wr1 ting t or the temperance cau a nd became well known tn th 

movetlen t . 

e olwaye wanted morc t ormal oducation, 80 he attended 

Yale Un iveraity When he "08 twenty-au yoara old.. A s::ood 

tudcnt , he tintahed h1a oourso tn throo yoar8 tnstead or 
the u.eu.l tour . hIlo attending the universIty h o w known 

,. so;newhat or an 8boll t lon1at . Hi" l'l'oduaUn poeeh , which 

advocat ed tho abolition of elavory. aboeked the r ooulty of 

the school • 

• t<>l' his [)'sduotton ~om Yalo,. Deoth act about orton-\ . 

i dnl:! lffl'ecdom olllbe tl in ev~y tOWO t !fo oddroos od Behool 
h 

mc'(',tinr;e in ev .. ~t to.wn , always apeak1ng for tho abol ition - :J1 

or elavery, TIe was ono o',f the prime movers of t he o%'P.8n-

lleUon or the T.1borty par~y throughout the country. At 
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WatervIlle , Connecticut, Booth tau €,,ht the croe s who landed 

ther tt eX' the 'II.,' misted incIdent" . The sbip , L' 
/ 

misted, 

ownod by a COll.lpany of CUban slave traders , was returning 

from Africa .1th 8 10 of captiva blacks. Just as th.e shtp 

ntcred Havana herbor, the !ie.grou mutlneed, took over the 

shtp, ond t it adri f t b eeau they had no knowl of 

how to operQte 1 t . , The ,hip drifted for thirty days, t11lally 

lan d1ng on t ong I.lend . United 3tates revenu o otflee~$ 1m­

pounded the ship; then both tho HQvana slavo traders and th 

Now vork obol1 Uonht. wanted custody of the muntlno.oT's . 

Aft er sevoral couJ."t d~c1elona, tho anxious Ng~Ooa 1'Iero 

sot tree. Lout. 'l'OPPln, one of tho oelebrated Tappan 

brothers , cured ~eruge for them at Vistarv111e. 

In 194'1 Sherman otb came to' Wiscons1n wher e h e served 

corre.pondMt tel' tho Amol'ic8n . "" ' ... v ....... In May 184S. 

h e moved to Waukesha to take ever publ1oatlon of the new.-

papor • .ul 1 twas Boeth that renamed the ' paper the !U.!.2onain 

Pree ... D_em_o_c_~_ . .... t and mado it the organ ef tho Free gall Party. 

In the s pring ot 1849 Sooth moved the printing pross es of 

the paper fX'om V'~euk es to' Mll".u.k"~8 . Then,. ' ttl the fall of 

1850, he b n to publtah the f'reo Democrat as a dany. The - . 

no chicago Cb.%-on1clo; nov. 1 . 1006. The 'l'pppan bvotller8 , 
1.ou18 end: Al'thtu' , Yi'€ll'e pfii1antbropht&r'that aidod e,..rly tea ... 
pel"anec and Al~'v E'ry r'QtOrtl . Tbey helped WIlliam Lloy'd Gapt"tson 
t n lOG" Yot"k and geve 'I'huodOre fi eld tho f unds to fauna Lan 
Theoloe 1CQ1 $ooim:1l7. ' 

21 " nh~l'm,Qn !li . 'OoothU I W. P. A. fJas . (Wldconsln Stat 
Historlcal Soehty, t!ad1eon, Wisconsin) , 2 . 

UvsuItoe scnt1n (l~ flay 16, 1849 . In 1048 the 
Y,lberty PQ,rty was, mlJr r,ed t~ oughout tho ~Torth with the lareer 

~ Soil Party . (Dan&y. 146). , , 
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';!llwaukeo Senttnel weloomed tho new paper .lth kind worda . 

"'~r . Booth' e new dally paper, tt atated the edt t or, "made 1 ta/ 

first ranee yesterday. It ls a neat, apley, readable 

littlo shee t, well worth patron!z1n". Bro ther Booth tell. 

hie readers that Ita lnOlp _tll be 'human I and 1 t tl 

oour- oorette I •••• 

ora' every aucoolJ.a. k'3 -
ooth lao on oct 

momber of the 

rged w1 th tho 

cordially .. ish th 

e oller 1n Wisconain . 

tete Oentral Comm1 tte ... , 

tv or 01" 

ent act10nand to tldo Whatever 

Ina tll(" party 1'01' 

nand oudnt to be 

done to promote · tho t .'1' nnmocrntl c pr1nclple 

o 

n \".'1 soonaln. In the autumn ot lOSl he attended the national 
i-.~. 

o~ventlon of the Fl'.o Demooracy where he was el octed ono of 
the v1ce- pre.ldent • • ~5 

Un Doeth'. eu t vo l eaderahll) th nttalavery 

sontiment mushroom an ore ~eopl e becam ntereated 

1n the plt.ctht or thoa ore the obein, of slavery. . l:vont .. 

'l)t)l1y tha whol" rea on d the ontlr ere to 

o· embl'olle . 

t~f· tugl tlve alavo ot)cn 

tiel.very Ques tion . Tho kidnapping 

tho now antislavery phase Gnd raa. 

ona1n ~apultod iato tho n8~101lal apotl t&ht. 

25 11 •• ukee Sentinel, sept . 17, 1950, 

Ibid., Jan. 25 , 1949. -
6 Ibld., Do t . S, 1851. -
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n IV 

T'":1UJUDH 

Afte~ Wisconsin bocame tho tbirtietb state 1n tho Unlon, 

~er residents turn thoir interests to natlonol -oroblem':Ja 

Irhe abol i tloni.sts in tb 1lwQukeo orca .~re hot too aetiv~ 

because t h oy wore too bu.,. wotohlng tho national scene . The 

bil1. problem facin g the na,t1on 1n the 1e,te 1840'. dearly 

50 '1 W9S tho statu. of a18ve~y tn tho territory .cquired fl'om 

Mex1co . Th orth wanted tho t~l'rl tOI'Y to be fros, wht1 e 

tho ~outb natul"al1 y favored tho 

instItution" to tho notJ rou.lon . 

pension of ita IIpecu11a1' 

The l o~1elatUl."e of the oew1y- orsa tod atate 0 oooal0 

l eotI) ,nry '0005 .,d I saac • alkol' to th .JU1 ted s ta tea 

tee dee represented th torn count1oB of the stat", . 

no Yio lker tho eaa tarn countios 4 After tho election of th",~ 

two ~cn , ent prevailed in th tate 

Q9lH.lmbly. 

onatora U 

hat body possed a resolution instructing "that tho 

their inflUence to 1naert , in the ort~nl c act 

of tho government to any new terrltory already acquired or 

to be acquired , th 

tho introduotion 0 

1. now freo , a clau8P forever prohibIt1ng 

lovery tnto soid territory. ttl Th 

1 c;tate of 'iHacon.1n, Aasembly J'tJurnal, 1848 (tlad1aon. 
1849) , 44 . Prior to 1915, the l oglslature ot bson stata, 
a1 tt1ng tn l eghl aUve cauou. , e1 0cted the tW;) '~nn who were 
to reprellent the state 1n the l,T. s . qemlto . After 1913,. tho 
peopl e by vIrtue of thn seventeenth .mendment to tho ConstI­
tution, el ected the SonQtorl by direet vote. 
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Sonators and Repre.ontntlvee of \"11800051n wer e i nstructed to 

pla tho resolution befor o the :Jn1 tee:! s tates aon ~ .. r es.,. 
I 

The Free Soll or ~ of. ~h tate c·onvened a t Janenv1l1o 1n 

August; at which time they suppor ted Martin Van Buren ond 

rlaa Adams as ~Qndldntoa for Dro81dent a~d v1oe-Drea1dont 

,o r. t he t-:n1 t ed ~tateA.2 In .1Qouary 1049, the Pree ~o11 party 

perreoted tt, orP'Jln1z<) t lon . At thnt mo.Mng tho pa:-ty isaued 

1 ts f irst formal 1ndl otr.len t of .lavory tn tho sts tee That 

nd10tment read: 

Resolved, Thatth '!¥e shOUld be no more ,lave state • 
• d~ltted to the Un10n . 
That 1n org.nl~1nc government. tor the terr1torlea 
of the United State8 , the 6xlattnc6 of slovery 1n 
such territory .~ou1d be proh1blted . 
That all national lew8 sustalning ano reoognizing 

livery 1nthe rl'~slet of Columbia or .ls~.bor 
shOUld be repealed. 

In Pebruary 1849, the people o f rJ tsoon.tn instructed 

thotr Senators to oppose any act for' tho govorn1ng ot Bow 

•• 1eo and California. or any oth~r ter r1tory acquired by 

tho trnt ted Statee , unlcs. it prohtbt ted slovery, to opposo 

the admtad,on of any mor lov tate. , and to \i.e their 

1n1'luon09 to cuvo the r epeal of 011 laws p(il'~1 tUnc: 

slavery anywher o 1n t h e Un t t ed s ta tea . Tholle instructions 

indicated that the ant1alavory Clo"'9l'!lant 1n iHscOD81n had 

tlwaukoe 3entln el , ~opt . S , l S4S . 

3 ~., Jen . 16, 1949 . For a ~ore oompl ot e atuoy of 
bconatn and the Compromiee of 1850, S8e Mary B~ll Mueller , 

"Tho crystal llut10n of the Antislavery Sontina'!nt In ~, tseonsln 
and the Oompromise of 185011 ( rd . A. the.iI " MS~ . MarqUette 
"nlv. relty , 1954) 

4 state ot Wisoonein, 
1850) , 40 ... 41 . 

mbly Journal, 1849 (Hadt.on, 
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reaoh motur1.tY- t::oth o!.'1nO strencth 1.ike a t'ornpa : 1ne flood . 
f 

.,hOl'l theqcnato of' tho United s tates f'oll 'ed to pasa th' 

uglas btll for the r.i~t!ulon ot callf,ornia into tho Un10n. 

1A080 \",'01\<61' . who had 'be-m r o-eleoted to the <!i anate 1n 1849, 

n 8~Gncment to 8 oivil pro~r18tlon8 bill whieh 

d tho 1 of the United 1tates to the ,t"l"rl tory rA-

tly aoquired ,.prom ~'ext 00 . ~ueb on aot would, havo rendered 

11 the old v ex1can lows whlch had prohtbited slavory 1n thot 

both null ond void. 5 Some .nthievery a gl tat'or. 1n 

1 noln weI' 

The a.a~mbly of the 

reoolut1on ea111n 

101,,t tho 1 

ott sl.very 1n the t~rri t 

t Ra cine, l"coolvod t hat • 

such a movement on ~~o11~or' s part . 

loture 1~ed1ot plUMed 

r ' s r es1f'J'lQtton, claiming he had 

natructlon!l 1n rOf'!ord to thG/ etotu8 

os . 6 e 1101" .. , ottn8 

con~~et or Senator WDlke~ 1n 

on sa , "had d1 C ,HI tho ~t.a tott and, th$yadded, "wo 1~ 

quoit h1m to r ealcn from the oft lce h e holda, conslder1n~ h1 

d1ahonetJt , lneopob).o. treacherous , and C0\78rd1y • .,7 

The quostion ot' tho atepo.t tioD ot the ~f ow x1can ']'err1-

tory ana Call fornia r emained unsettled to 1849 . The w1scon-

lin legislature passe seri es of rosolutions Which expressed 

the sentltlent ot that ;:1'OUI) on the territorial status of tho 

al'08' . The 1 aglslature rel t Congress bed no power to consti­

tutionally abolish slavery 1n those statea where it alreody 
~ 

5 

6 

7 

Con 

tlY/auk 

.... 
sienal "C. , ao Cong. , ge9ft ., ,:5:54 .. 38. 

, 
Wlseono1n , Assembll J ournol , 1849, ~40-41 . 

Qent1nol , <'arch S9 , . 104.,. . " 
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existed by lew, but; 1 t could "rightfully ••• _proven t the ex-
,/ 

ten.ion of slavery 1n t~rrltorioa now freo, and aboliab 

ellvGPY an.d the slove trade , wbel"Qver either ex1atj under tb 

c~olu.lve jurisdiction of Con aa . '" Uutted s tates ~enator8 

'alker and 'Dodge wore instructed to vote tor the Gxolus1on 
\ 

or slavery from the Dhtl'lct of Columbia, for the aupprels10n 

of. the slave ttoade on the blp.h 8eal , and Wherever elae COIl~e. 

had power .and 'J generally re11evo the Federal Gov&l'nmerlt 1'rom 

11 r8.'Ponelbll tty tor tho exis tonoe , rna tntellanee; 01' toler­

tion or 31avery. oX- tho trarf10 1n Slaves . " The Wisconstn 

loc1 ·fIlature aleo asked that the Ordinance ot 1.787 be Bppliad . 

to 011 nowly ·a.equi;red t errttory, thQt all s enator. and !lepra ... 

tb .ton of now elave states tnto the • entat.lves oppo 

1l10n, and that 11forll1a bo It onoe admttted . 9 

On January 29 , 1850, Henry Clay appeared before the 

~Gnate tn htl last t effort to esve the un ton. lIe mad 

soveral proposale Which h e hopod would end torever the talk 

of dhull1.on . He propoled tha.t Ca11tornia be edml tted ae a 

etate without Congr ••• lonal aotion on the s18very qUestion, 

that a terri tortel government be e et up In the rematning ar8 

Qulred tr icc without provision tor 01 ther tho 1ntro-

cibotlon or oluslon 0 

be dr •• n for Texs. to 

lavery, that restricted boundartGs 

cludo n ew LiQx1co, and that the slove 

trade be abolilh'od 1n t h e 'D1ttr1o~ ot CQ1umbl .. .. e alao askod 

that a n nd tl.ore errcettve rugl tt'vo slave la. bo pa,aed and 
, 

~ --. --_ .. __ .. - - --~.- - - --- -----~ .. ~- ~--.-

e Ibid., Jan . Sl , 1850. 
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tue prinoiple thot Congress had no power . In the do~estic 

love trade be recognized. Tnesa 8sures1 Clay was sure, / 

would Make the ~eople of the nati on unite forever. 9 

Conrtreos debated lJlay ' s o~nlbua btll ' and refus·ed to 

aocept h1a reeom'tlendaticns in entirety. However, flve of 

Glay's reco~endations (out of 9) did gain th orce or law . 

Thoso flve, maklng up the Compromise of 1850, included a nore 

trlngo~t fuGitive low, th~ ~dmts910n of California with a 

"fre'" born oonstl tution, the'lstabl1sh."l1Elnt of terri tortal 

overnaent for ~1ew r~e'ltico and Utah without tho Wl1mot ":Irov1so, 

the settlements of the Texa s boundary with govornmel1t 8ssumpt .. 

10'1 of hoI' debta, nnd tl-te aboll tlon of the slave trnde 1n the 

htrict of Columbia . 10 

The Texa, settlement and ~gltlve ~lave Act drew eOM"l1ent 

from a number of the Milwaukee edt tors . Sherman ~~ . Booth, 1n 

the Wisconsin Fre tha t "such a mea sure 

olone is .ufficient to(amn any administration to tnfamy. The 

onl::v equivalent the North gets. 18 .. strip of the Greet AmerIcan 

Desert north of 36 deg . 30 min . , which by the resolution ot 

9 Cong . Globe , 31 Cong . , 1 sees ., 244- 47 • .• ven i.f the 
slave trade was sbol1ahed in the Dis trlct of Columbia I slavery 
was to be allowed to exist there a . long 8S it continued to 
exist 1n Maryland , or unti l the people of Marylend or those 
of tho District itself should aocept compensation for abolition . 

10 The Wilmot l'rovlf'lo was introduced into the House by 
Representative David \'.ilmot of t ennsylvanla and appended to 
the appropril'lt10n bUl for ·the fund, to purchase terri tory 
from ·~exleo . It provided that neither s lavery nOl' involuntary 
servitude should never exist 1n the territor] acquired from 
lr*,xlco . For furthor study on the Com!)l:'Omi39 of 1850 lee F. H. 
Odder ~ "Authorship oJ' tho Co:apromise of 1850" , f,riasis3ipp1 

Valley Historical neview, XXII , 525-536 . 
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nnexation was consecratod to freedom . "ll In regal'd to the 

Fugi tive lave Act, Booth' also expressed hh opposition 

openly. He paraphrased the moasures embodied 1n· the law 88 

follows: 
1 . The U. S . District Judges are to appoint whom 
they choose commissionet's to return· fUgitivos . 
2 . The commi aaioners are to appoint one assistant 
1n evel'Y co un ty. 
3 . Al l the slave hunter has t o do is swear 8 
man , white or black, is a slave, and tho man so 
claimed shall not have the ri ght t o testify .. If 8 
s19ve-catcher should !!lake oath "before any lnoGistrote , 
3ust1ee of the peace, 'C' . $ .• Judge , eom.m~as10ner or 
assistant," that tho edi.tol' of this paper , or [my 
one ot its readel~s was Q slava , he could not be 
al l owed one wo, .. d of defence . 
4 . If anyone feeds or givos a oent , or a ride 1n 
his wagon to a fUbi ti ve slave, he must on conv1ction 
be f1ned $1000 . 
5 . If any officer permits the escape of a slave 
while 1n his cu~~odYJ he , or Uncle Sam must pay for 
h1-m . 

Having worked his temper to the bursting point Uooth then 

added: 

There l .We will match this Senatorial 6d1ct aeainst 
any damnable piece of diabolism ever enacted this 
side of the pit . If the !Touse sanctions th1s bill, 
look out for the general em1gration from thb !oun­
try to AUstria, and the dominions of the Czar . 

Carl Schurz , remarked that the FUgl 't1vo Slave Act waa 

an oxample of mistake Which can justly be desoribed to 

amount to a crimo in public policy- "the m1stako not selcorn 

committod by cooprOmi3 ~rg, of Coine SQ fapas to offend snd 

defy the moral sen s e ano the lebi t1 

othera . ,,13 

"'-to self~reSp5ct of 

I 

11 (Milwaukee) Wisconsin Frea 

12 Ibid . , Sept . 4, 1850 . 

21 , 1850 . 

-
13 Carl Schurz, Th~ Reminiscences of Carl Schurz , II 

(New York, 1907) , 108 . 
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Tho Comproml:Jo of 1850 was 1ntcmded, to end tho slavery 
! 

oon tl~over.el'Y forGvor . The laa'ders of the ~7hlg and 1 0.::lOcroha 

rtloa spoko or permanent peoce, thou~ many " NOl'thcrn&r 

found 1 thoI'd to accevt tp.e prlnclpl ea of the nGW oct 1n 

l'Gfl:Sru to fU gitive sl~VC3 . Still , advooated the proponent 

01" compromise , some thing had to 'bo onduned 8e e price fur pe&co . 

y,bo,thor due to the Oomproml 

need of looal matter~J the ,lQvor 

rOl:ltnent in Wisconain poll tics bot 

at 1850 or to the press!n 

uostlon Vi aa not vo!' 

n 1650 and 1854 . 3y 

. election tlm t of tho ?roo Roilora had roturned 

to the D~OcrQtle rt.Y' . tOOlporonce 19 suo, roth!:;!' than 

lQvory or t'roo 8011 , dOMInated tho ele.::t1on at 1853. T"n 

ndido tes for ;~ovarnor wore a Dornocrat , an old line Ir'hit'" 

no 8 aGn :Jupportod by tho I,"l"co :'\ol1u:!:'8 ont} aO~.:l~ d~a~ontontud 

or roform1nr: Wh1co . 1'ho FrOG Soil condld'.lto \1'01 an avowc 

tcmperance. ma~ J out the Democrat, William A. Barstow, was not . 

~'e31Jl t tho t;-erman ~l~ment turnod out 1n lare o nU'Cl?oro to 

Barstow. 'Ibis election marked the and of the Wh1 

party in WisconsIn . l 

n 1354 the slavor1 quostion eqa1n loomed b p.for u the 

Americanoublte whon t;tephen A. T)ouglos prot)osod t'1o KonseR. 

ka bill . In the earne year Ulseonaln became OVBn more 

a~8re of the FU~1t1ve ~10VO • Mnroh S8" tlle b(!'F,1n-

n1n no of th~ Jooth case which continued tn t:,e ;mbl1c Ipotllrbt 



until th 

tnosne 

co:nnroml 

eve of L1ncQl:1 t s lnnsugura tion . Tho year 1654 

the end of thll T,>08CO Bought by tha eminent 

r8 . 

3.., . 

./ 
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AD 

CHAPT F.R v 

TtrEMNSAS. UF.l3RASKA UIl.L 

mVTH OF' RrPU13LlCANIS 

r1y 88 lB5 nton ot Missouri hod tntro-

I . 

duoed 8 bt l l tor the orr:onirzation of t arl'1torlal Fovornment 

for ~onsa8 . In ~obru.ry, 1853, btll to orf'ontz e tho ;: ob-

'1'01':' 1 tory, 1n which slavery we. not mention&d , was 

pu t before the 'rouso of Rcprosontot1v by tho T~ OUS o:n ... 

mItt on Torr 1 tortc • • 10 mer.1bcrs of tho :'1 oUOG poss tho 

btl) , ovory nccat1vo voto ccmlng fr the 90uth. but 1n th 

te the btll was ~l upon the table. " 

In December of 1053, the Renator f reo. Iowa , A. f' . !:lodge, 

introduced into tho Senate a bUl or or r:anhe the nebraska 

'l'crrl tory . Aft er two .~ in the btll rorerr'cdto the 

Committee on Territorios , ot wh1ch ~toDhon A. uRlas wae 

ehoirman . On Janua ry 23 , 1854, ftanstor Dou£108 introduced 

tnto tho ;enato bill for thf:' ornan1zat1on of the t er:r1 tor· tea 

of ~~anaa8 and o;abft8Ska in which all ' qUAstione p srM,tn:l n£ to 

., lov .... ry in the n r c:ro left to th cls10n ot tho 

rooa1dlnn in tho ur la lao aprJcndod 

louse Which specifically declared tho U1ss our1 Comprcoiao 

Of 19pO tnoperotlve and superceded by tho Ooopl·'omiso of 1050 . 1 

ct 800 
' tote 

ds 
~ 

II , 



57 .. 

Reaetion to the !Joou,.~las proposals \Vas viol (;nt . New 

rkera bel 8$ protetJt Dleetln • Various Rtste logi A - / 

laturel p cd resolutions condemning the Kansas "iniqu1ty . " 

'hen tho fthoda Island l~rH.oture passed 8uch a re80lution 

eondannlns tho Douglas- advocated measure , the od1 tors of the 

' ''lWDUk , .. fmt1oel ("ove rull approval . "'I'hta 1s on G'xsmp10 

that l;"J1scol"1s in should ke haste to follow , "statod the 

llwou 1torlo1 writer. IILet our protost aloo be.filod 

1nst the Slavery e:r.tensi on proj ec t . " When tho mcmbt)1's of 

the New York ~t9t e lO Gislature pass ed a numbpr of s1m11ov 

resolutions , the; editor of the !L .. u ~ .. ~ _ - -It'l ded h is ~ndorse-

nt wr1tln r.: . i!noVi l ot Wisconsin s peak ..... 11' the ';orth 18 tl"UO 

to F'r 

It-ll 

in famous outra Ge wl11 ye t bo prav~ntod . n3 

In Milwaukee s r r oup of citizen. proposed Q mee tln~ of 

d to tho ~~ ebr88ka 8w1ndl Dou trl ft 
• .v ery 

11 freo:Eten" " who d slov9ry and lov "freodom" tulS tnv1 ted 

to otl- cn d . 4 At th " tin~, attended by many, Q comot ttee 

on re801utlon8 - compoeed of Sherma n Bor th , Huru. f'1ng , Horman 

Peertel end John Jennln~8--Dre8entod 8 serles of stat~mGnt8 

to the convent1on . Tho r esolutions condcWled tho r opeel 

of' t hat 8 action of thl' \~ 1.sourl Com.proml 'htch prohlblted 

lavory tn the r.ou1a1ena !'urchQse north ot' tho thr1tY-s!xth 

parallel . hoaG protost{'l"S undo!,9to~d that the ;:1s80ur1 

!11WQuk~ '·"'b . 3 , 1854. 

:5 .lli.S!. , Feb . 14, 1054. 

Ibid . -
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/ 
Comprom1so wos a oompact t o o ffset ooncesdon. ma de by tho 

.:Tortb t o tho slave holdinG ~outh. The repeal of the Com .. 

promise of 18ro, sto t ed the resolutione , "would be dl.ahonor .. 

ablo to the ~outh and degrading to the ;forth, and would 

troy all confIdence In, and all obl 1gaticne to observo, 

any Compromise or compact ma in behalf of slavory. " The 

mcmbeorshlp of tho mee tinr. celled upon the Vl leeon,tn !1tato 

ia10ture to instruct the Sena t or. d neprosentattve n 

on ~ro8a to OP'Po ny b ill t'prov1din t; directly-or indlreetly 

or th" l"cpcal of tho Slovery restr i etion of' the !Ussourl 

Impromlae . ,,5 

In an editorial t ho ~dl to!" of the ' t-wU"oukoe 1ont1no1 

oommented that tho oef; tine to protGst th nsaa 0 ffa 1:r v/aa 

largely 8ttended. 6 In the F.rGe Democrat , editor Sharman 

Booth, 11 olcasod with the mooting and the me88U~CS a dopt ed, 

c tnted, t'the whol tin 08 8 t riumphal evi dence of th 

unalterabl e; poaitton ot our people or .11 parties to any 

further encroaohment of Slavery upon the 1n o f et:a dome 07 

tlwaukeeopponen til ot tbe P:an8a8-~iebrll/JkQ b11l prepared 

tt t orm lett er" which th circulated to elert '- bcon.tn 

COngreA8m to the ontl~81ovcrY views . Tha t torm letter read. 

To the flenate and !~OU 8 0 ot Repreoentattvoa, 1n conr;ro •• 
A8 s om.blod l 

The undera1cned 01 ttcena . of'.. 111 the 
"tQte of WisconsIn earnestly r OOlofiit:rot!e oeb!nat t'ho 
pass,e Go of ony blll which shall PQrr.lit tho introdue­
tion ot Qlavery tnto any Territori es o~ the United 

5 ( Veb . 14, 1854 .. 

6 ullw8ukce ~ontinel , b . 14, l85~ . 

7 Feb . 14, 1854, 
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.. 

sta te. to Vl1'1leh the p~ov1.1ono of the Missouri Com ... 
promise extend, to wit: all north of the 11ne 56 
grGoa, 80 minutes . ~hey cannot but fee l that eny 
ouch b tll wOl.lld be a v101aUon of the objoot. whioh 
hould be sacrod- Il violation of .Q contract wht oh 

the i'roe s tate. hove l'cllg1oualy 01:>0y e:O . Ard your 
pot1t1onera,08 1n duty hgUnd ,t o th<llUlsolves and their 
country . will evl"%, pray_ " . 

. The edt tor of the t!1lwQukeo Sentinol ancOUra 8;O? every 

/ 

ortiz.;n of Mllwauko G to send on.o o f tho poti t iona to Washing .. 

ton 80 t hat "the voice of '~ ts~on~ln 3 bo heard there 

speedily- . n9 Booth s tated the ease simply: " Now l .et every 

man Who values eedom tor himself and his ch1ldren slgn 

1 t . u10 Wleoon d n Sa dgors rapidly jotned the antislavery 

rankd 1n the caus a of fx-c edom. for KOBsa • • 

After muon delay on th,o port of s emal.l m.inority who 

oppo~ed t hem, the members of the .tete aS8 0mbly at ~~a d s.son 

adopted aserioe of r osolution. on tho Ranass - ') ebroska Bill , 

They felt that any llalterot1on , modif ication , or :t'®e8l of 

the t'r lssourl Oompror.:t1oo ttoul d bo unjust" tllnd not at all in 

the beet Inter ests of' tho :peopl e . Tho Y..'anso .... l1obros'ko b111 
, 

was "ealulated to woaken and 1mpelt" the t a'bl'iQ of our Govern-

men t, by a tresh renewal of those a gitations which tn ttmel 

lilt have threatened G di8Solution of toe Union . nll Tho 

a 
9 

llwauke e Sentinel, Feb . 24 , 1854. 

I b1d . -

Sentinel , Feb . 20, lSS4 . 
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resolution, passed in the lower house, developed more opposition 

in the state senate. After much debate and haggling, it va 
12 "indefinitely postponed", and shelved for the session. 

Several of the surrounding communities also held meetings 

to protest against the action of the U. S. Senate on the 

Kansas-Nebraska Bill. Citizens of cities such as Port Washing­

ton and Kenosha urged the defeat of the bill. The people of 

Janesville proolaimed their "disapproval of the so called 

'Nebraska Bill', as reported by Stephen A. Douglas ' in the 

Senate of the United States."l; The people of the villages 

of Hartland and Pewaukee assembled to draw up protests. 

Pewaukee oitizens resolved that the people of the nation 

should rise up "at every hazard , and not only cheek the 

usurpation of the ••• slave holders, but extinguish their 

power, 8S in itself not only inconsistent with, but actually 

hostile to and submissive of Republican Liberty.nl 4. 

At Ripon, the citizens declared that if the Kansa.­

Nebraska Bill should pass the 8enate , the old party organ­

ization in Ripon should be east off, and a new party, to be 

called the Republican, formed on the sole issue of opposition 
15 to slavery extension. But the United States Senate seemed 

to be indifferent to the scattered protests registered through­

out the North and passed the bill on March ;, 1854.. 

12 Ibid., Maroh 10, 1854. 

1; Daily Free Democrat, Feb. 24., 1854.. 

14. Milwaukee Sentinel, March 24., 1654.. 

15 Daily!!:!.! Democrat, March 24., 1654.. 
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On lJIareh 24, a second meeting was held at Ripon. Men 

represented variouspolitioal parties held together by the f 

common bond ·of opposl tion to slavery in the territories. 

They voted to dissolve the Whig and Free Soil Parties and 

appointed a committee of five - three Whigs, one Democrat, 

.: 

and one Free Soiler - to organize a new party. The promoters 

of those two meetings, directed by AlleR E. Bovay started the 

earliest systematic work to bring about a coalition of the 

enemies of slavery.16 Meanwhile, on May 22, l854, . the Kansas­

Nebraska Bill passed the House of Represenatives and assumed 

the form of law. 

The editor of the Milwaukee Sentinel expressed his di­

senting Views, writing "it will be seen that the iniquity has 

been consummated! Threats and promises, unblushing bribery 

and corruption, the personal solicitations of the President, 

and the unwarranted use of power, have again triumphed, and 

the North is again betrayed." The editor feared that the 

bill would pass the Senate a second time. "Slavery", wrote 

the indignant editor, "has again won a victory over Freedom -

has added anothe.r wreath to its crown of laurels, for triumphs 

gained by the miserable trucklings of demogogues who are 

supposed to represent the interests of the Free States and of 

a free People in Congress,," Sensing that the Kansas-Nebraska 

16 The history of the Republican party can be more 
fully studied in Francis P. Curtis, The Republican Pfrt& (New 
York, 1904), Andrew W. Crandall, The sartY HIstory 2- 1-! Re­
publican p§rtt (Boston, 1930, and~mes • Sellers, "RepublIc­
anism and .tates Rights 1n Wisconsin", Mississippi Valley 
Historieal Review. XVII (Sept. 1930), 213-229. 



bill was widely opposed in the North. the editor believed 

righteous indignation would sweep that section and demand 
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/ 
repeal oithe infamous bill. "We have full faith", he wrote, 

"that there will be a North at last_"l? 

Sherman M. Booth, in the Free Demoorat, violently denoun­

ced the Congress for allowing the bill to pass. He wor.ded his 

protest 1n strong language. 

By our telegraphic report from Washington it 
will be perceived that the Nebraska Bill has 
passed the House of Representatives -- c11pt of 
the Clayton amendment--by a vote of 113 to · 
100. At 11o'clock on the night of the 22nd 
day of !4ay 1854, thIs stupendous fraud--the 
vilest and mOlt insultIng outrage ever con­
ceived by Congres$or atteDlpted to be perpet­
uated upon a free people-was consummated . 
The deed was done in the dark,almost midnight, 
a £i tting time for the as'sass1ns to execute their 
fiendish purposes _ Party diaclpU.ne and party 
patronage , combined with the rankest corruption 
and grossest villainy, have done the work. 
This perfidious deed. the crowning work of 
infamy, is at last accomplished and the presen! 
Adminl.tration have done it. Tht hour ot its 
passage rill not soon be forgotten. We are 
not disappointed at the result for we were 
aware of the tiase means to which the adminiltra­
tion has resorted to carry this ~niquity. "l8 

But nQt all of the editors of the other Milwaukee papers 

agreed with Booth of the Free Dtmocrat and Rufus ling of the 

Sentinel on the Nebraska question. The Democratic editors 

could not lee how the Kansas-Nebraska Bill could effect the 

status of slavery in new territory. The editor of the 

Milwaukee News thought that Messrs. Booth and Kina were more 

interested in ' agitation than the issues . "Now that the anti ... 

17 Milwaukee Sentipel, ' May 24, 195~ . 

18 DailY!t!! Democrat, May 24, 1654. 
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Nebraska journals can make nothing more out of their opposi .. 

tion to the Nebraska Bill" , wrote the editor, "they are be .. 
I 

ginning to admi~ that slavery can never go to the new 

territories." Truly, that editor felt that the spread of 

slavery was the "only point of practical importance in the 

oontroversy" about which the "masses" eared "a f1g_"19 

Aocording to the new congressional act, the Kansas.Nebraska 

Territory was ope~ed to slavery; f're"dom depended upon the 

wishes of its settlers. 

The opponents of the Kanaas-Nebraska act took steps to 

organize a new political party. Aft announcement, signed by 

many oitizens, appeared in 80me Milwaukee newspapers. It 

called. upon ·na11 men opposed to the repeal of the Missouri 

Comprom.1se, the bteneion t>f Slavery, and the Rule of Slave 

Power," to oonvene in Madison on July 13. "We must unite 

and be free"., read the call of the organizing committee, "or 

divide and be enslaved by the praetorian bands of slave hold­

ers and their Nebraska Allies. "20 A.s an inducement to 

encourage people to attend the meeting in Madison, the manaR!e .. 

ment of the Milwaukee & r~dison Railroad offered to carry 

delegates at ha1r.fare. 21 Thus. the people of Wisconsin had 

a chance to e~res9 their sentiments on the slavery question, 

and to maketf\9ir sta.nd against the institution they consid­

ered infamous and degrading . 

19 Milwaukee News, June 3. lSS4. 

. 20 Milwaukee S'htine1, June 10, 1$S4; Daily l!:!! Q.!m!­
~, June 10, laS4. 

21 Milwaukee S.ntipel, June 10, 1$54. 
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Exoitement mounted as the date of t~e Madison meet1ng 

neared. Just a few days earlier; en July 6. a group of j 

citizens of Jackson, Miohigan, had convened at a mass meet­

ing and adopted the name "Republican" for . their newly 

organized "anti-Nebraska" party. People flooked .to 14adison 

to attend the meeting thus dispelling the fears of many 

antislaveryrites, who thought there would be a small group 

because the time was inconvenient for the farmers. Almost 

five hundred people gathered in the state's capital oity to 

draw up resolutions a~ainst the Kansas-Nebraska act. The 

most important bu.siness conducted by the convention was the 

adoption of a series of resolutions whereby the delegates 

decided that they would accept the alternative of freedom 

or slavery as a political issue. 

aesglved, That we acoept this issue, forced upon 
us y the slave power. and in the defense of 
freedom we will cooperate and be known as 
Republicans, pledged· to the accomplishment of 
the following purposes: 

To bring the administration of the government 
back to the control of first principles. 

To restore Nebraska and Kana,as to the position 
of free territories. 

To the repeal of t he entire abrogation of the 
Fugitive Slav. Act. 

To restrict slavery to the States in which it 
now exists, 

To prohibit the admission of any more Slav 
States to the Unioa. 

To eEJ1ldd Slavery from all the Territories 
over which the General Government has exclusive 
jurisdiction. And to resist the acquisition 
of any more Territory, unless the prohibition 
of slavery therein ahall at first have been 
provided ror. 22 

22 



Many Badgers were jubilant. Their state had made a 

stand against sla~ery in the cause of freedom& "Halle­

lujlahS", ~ote Sherman Booth at the close of his account 

of the now famous eODvention. 23 Mest of the people did not 

real1ae t~e importance of the meeting. Newspaper editors 

i_de little comtnent of it. except to report the resolution. 

adopted there. Unbeknown to maby. tbe people of Wisconsin 

had taken the lead in the $haping of a llew political party. 

They had helped to form So Ilew party which was to defy the 

slave holding South and grow from a little aoorn into a 

giant oak. 

45. 

/ 

The arrival ot Bernard Domschke. another notable "'48er", 

in :Milwaukee was a boom t() the newly-formed Republiean party. 

He wQ.sdest1ned to lead many of the Milwaukee Germans into 

the ranks of the new party. His background of training and 

experlenee qualified him for leadership. Born near Oreadtn, 

he had prepared tor the ministry. but then joined the nOeA-

thinkers instead and organized seTeral nlree congregations" . 

His ability as a musie e~itic and his interest in the theatre 

gave him social standing . In May 1849# he took part 4..n the 

revolution 1n Dresden, but when it collapsed he joined the 

wave or refugees fleeing to the Un1t.d States. In July 1851, 

be landed in ~~ Tork. where he tried to make a living as 

teacher in Brooklyn, and where he organized a "fr •• congre ... 

ation.'" The tollowing year he went to Boston to Ser.e as 

speaker for a group ot freethinkers, In Boston he became 

23 Ibid . -
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the assistant $ditt)J" of the New England Ze1trHP'h a paper of 

radical leanings. Then he maTed to Lonia"'1lle '1lfhere he ' 

ass1'eted 'with the publication of the Louisville Herold des 

Weltens . In the summer of 1654 he mOTed to Milwaukee. 24 

j 

• Domscbke was a newspaper man and an "anti-Nebraska" 

man. Binee t he tbl"ee German-language new_papers in rUlwauk •• 

were Democratic orl(aIls. 'tibere was a need. of a German paper 

to oppose them to express the anti-Nebraska and Republioan 

views. With his newspaper experience. Domschke knew how to 

advertize his f1rst public address in ~Ulwaukee. The subject 

of the address. according to Koss; was the nThe 'Democratic 

Churoh'. and Uew Political Trend of the Tlmes. n2", It appears 

that the "Democratic Church" was Domaehke'a way of referring ' 

to the Democratie party. That party ... affUcted by heresies • 

had , he said, becCiIliIii u.'13~":-V~~9able. and ready for condemnation. 

The editor of the d1s8entin~ Democratic 'minded Banner diaagreed 

with Domachke'a views and he went 011 to express his belief 

that nothing could ever make the Germall people in Allerica be 
26 

dialoyal to the tenets of the De1!looratlc party. 

Some Republican leaders felt that in Domschke they had 

24. For an excellent work en Bernhard Domlchke aee J. J. 
Sohlicher, "Bernhard Domschke", Wi,eon.in Magazine ot History 
XXIX (Mar. lcu·,6). 319-42. For further .fiitormatlon on theiiForty. 
Eightera" aee A. E. ZUOk. 8r, The Ft.rtr.Eifhtera (New York! 1,,0) 
and Ca~i Wittke, aetugeep gi-aiTO at on «Pnl1adelphla. ly52). 

25 Rudolph H. KosS I Milwaukee (Milwaukee,. lS?l), 449. 
The German title of Domscbiteisspeech was flDle 'demokratiache 
Xirehe' und die neue poi!.tische Z.i~8tro.mUDi.n Rudolph H. 
Koss was a oontemporary of r~. Domschke . Thia book, which 
relates the history of Milwaukee from ita first explanative 
until lS54, is written in German and is of primary importance. 

26 Milwauk •• Banner. Aug. 9, 1854. 
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found the right man to conduct a German-language paper in 

tbeirbehalf. They secured an office in rUlwaukee for him, I 

and in October of 1854. the first issue of a new weekly, l2!!: 

Corsar (Th. Corsair) appeared. A contemporary. ~ympathetio 

to Domschke and hie views , later wroteJ 

The Corsair was written with great talent and 
resourcefulness, anel presented a truly lIberal 
conception of American po.lI.tles. But under the 
circumstances then existing it was given the 
recognitioft which it deserved only by a very 
few, and even by these le.ss for the political 
opinions it presented then for its excellent . 
reviews of the performances in the theatre and 
the MU8ical Soclety.27 

Bernhard OOMschke did win many friends, not only among 

the German peopl., but among the. native Americana. Sherman 

M. Booth, whoae antislavery views paralleled Oomschkets, 

ndorsed The Corsair in the columns of the !t!! Democrat: 

oet Corsar. A German Republican paper, edited and 
pu llahea by Bernhard DO.lenke, 18 a very able 
pape~, which ought to be in the bal'1ds of 5,000 
German voters of this state. and we want to sayan 
earnest word in its behalf. to $uch of our reader~ 
aaar. interested in the aepublican cauae. Mr. 
Domachke 1e really a verr able writers , who under­
stands the genius and I}) rlt of the American gOY ... 
ernment. He has toiled earnestlr and hopefully and 
stood manfully by the right notw thstanding the 
great pressure of social , political and pecuniary 
temptations, and we regard him among the tried and 
true friends of Liberty. He has Dtainta1ne<i his pa­
per for a year by unwearied 1ndustrr. and by the aid 
of a few friends, who have been wil ing to make sac­
rifices for a good cause , till it has attained an 
honorable reputation for character and ability -among 
the German papers of the country. It has gained 
steadily in circulation and influence .. .. Let us hold28 up the hands of our noble co-worker, Mr. Oomschke ••• 

27 Koss, 451. 

2a Daily!l::!.! Democrat, Sept. lS, las,. 
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Rufus King, editor ot the Milwaukee Sentinel added his endorse­

ment ot Doms~hke'8 work to that of Booth.29 

The Republican movement was on its way in Milwaukee. 

three newspapers preaching the doctrines of the Republican 

party and the antislavery movement the new political party 

grew in size and strength. King and Booth wrote for the 

Englis~8peaking residents. Domsohke tried to win convert 

among the German element. 

. ~/ 

Witb 

Enraged Americans throughout the nation formeq. Werant 

Aid Societies to combat the Kansas-Nebraska legislation. A 

meeting was called in Milwaukee to "express the popular sent­

iment of our city tor 'Freedom for Kansas'", as w~ll as to 

"~ai8e men and means to help our brethern in the Terrltory. n)O 

In an editOrial the Sentinel approved of the action of the 

meeting and hoped "that every man who prizes the Fre 

Institutions of Wisconsin and desires to see the l1ke bless­

ing secured in Kansas, we will aid with heart and hand, in 
31 the good work." 

At the meeting which convened at Young's Hall , Edward D. 

Holton served as the presid.ing officer. Milwaukee citIzens, 

who attended, propo.sed several resolutions, one of which made 

provision for the creation of a Kansas Emigration Aid Society. 
32 

A call for volunteers to settle in Kansas closed the meeting. 

29 Milwaukee Sentinel, Sept . 20, 1S;,_ 
30 Milwaukee Sentinel, Feb. 27; HlS6. 
)1 Ibid . 
32 Ib&d. , March 7, 1856. 
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Tbe fruits of the agitation were evident a short time later, 

for on May 19, 1856, a s1x-wa~on caravan-left Milwaukee 

carrying settlers for Kansas. A member of this group was 

E. G. Ross, later Senator from Kansas whose vote prevented 

President Jobnson from being impeached by the United States 

Senate in 1867. The journ,y took three months of continous 

travel, all of it under great difficulty. 

I 

But Milwaukee in 1854 witnessed an event that was to 

occupy the attention of the state for several years to come. 

The Glover Rescue Case overshadowed every event in the city, 

even the birth of the Republican party. The Fugitive Slave 

Law was put to the test in Wisconsin. 



CHAPTER VI 

"FREEMEN. TO THE RESCUE" 

In the spring of ,the year 1852, a Negro slave named 

Joshua Glover ran away from his master, Bennami S'. Garland, 

who resided near St . Louis. Glover journeyed to Racine , 

Wisconsin; and found employment in a saw mill. The runaway 

lived in a small shack about four miles north of R~eine, 

always fearing recapture by his master. 

/ 

On the night of Maroh 10, 1854. Joshua Glover'S shanty 

was entered by four mttn, who after a souffle , succeeded in 

shackling the fugitive. The invaders took the slave to t-'I11 .. 

waukee where he was thrown in the county jail. In an account 

of the arrest, a Racine writer treated the event dramatically: 

On Friday night some Southerners, who had been 
prowling about the city. as it appears for a 
day or two, assisted by John Kearney! the United 
States Deputy Marshal. and one Danie Houghton, 
and one Hunker Democrat, from the town of Dover, 
Racine County, procured teams from Armour's 
Livery Stable and left the city about 7 o'clock. 
They proceeded to the house of the man GloY'lIr, ' 
near the Saw Mill of "Ie-ssrs. Sinclair and Rice . 
They had previously se!'+;' on a Negro by the name 
of Turner who acted as a 4ecoy. Knocking at 
the door, where Glover, Ellis, and Turner r three 
colored men, were e. ngaged 1n playing cards r Ellis told them "not to open the door, untll 
they knew who it was . " Turner jumps up 1mmed1. 
ately and opens the door, when In rushes John 
Kearney and others, and takes a club,. and stune 
Glover with a blow, cutting his head horribly, 
and discoloring the floor with blood. They 
then handcuffed him, put him in a wagon and 
drove awar. Driving in a southerly direction 
tor a whi e to m1$lead those who were on the 



track, the wagon with the Negro turns off and 
goes to Milwaukee. Turner returned to the 
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city and reported that h2 bad been captured j 
end made b!! escape. Previous to this how-
everJ Messrs. Rice and Sinclair, the owners 
of the mill, had footed to town, and the 
citizens. to the number of many hundreds, had 
athered .on the publio Square, consulting what 

was to be done. In a few minutes Kearnerand 
Houghton droT. up to the stable with the team 
they had started with. The crowd pressed 
around them, to whom they denied knowing any­
thing about the matter. Kearney. although 
Depu:t.y Marshal, said he bad no papers, nor had 
he served any since he had been in office. 
Houghton sneaked away so he could not. be fOWld. 
On Saturday morning, they were both arrested . 
for aiding and abetting in kidnapping, and are 
now out of custody on bail of $1000 each. They 
will be tri.d tor kidnapping. and afterwards 
for assault and battery.l 

The people of Racine were infuriated that slave catchers 

should oome to their city and arrest a peaceable citizen. 

At a mass meeting the residents of that city adopted several 

resolutions to express their sentiments about the arrest of 

Glover. The protestors felt that Glover had been kidnapped 

and resolved to "look upon the arrest of said Glover as an 

outrage upon the peaceful rights of this. oommunity." . Those 

arresting the slave had no warrant for his capture. By an 

organized protest the citizens of Racine demanded that 

Glov,r reoeive a fair and impartial trial by jury in the city 

where he was arrested.. Their protest read. "we will attend 

in person and aid him by all honorable means, to secure his 

unconditional release, adopting as our motto the Golden Rule.~2 

The next morning. Maroh 11 at 9:00 a.m., Mr . Sherman M. 

I Milwaukee Sentinel, March13, 1854. 
2 (Milwauk. ee) Dhi!! Free Democrat,. r.tarch 11, 1654, Mil-

waukee Septinel, Marc ,-r854. 
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Booth,. editor of the !o!.!! Democrat, received a telegram from 

the mayor of Racine. The telegram informed Booth ot th 

kidnapping incident and asked him to determine whether a 

warrant had been issued in Milwaukee for the slave's arrest. 

Booth went to see Deputy United States Marshal Charles C. 

CottO!), who denied any knowledge of the matter. But Judge 

Andrew J. Miller, a "pro-slavery" United States Judge, 

said a warrant had been issued and that the case; no doubt, 

would be brought before him. Judge Miller also spake of 

./ 

the liability of the United States Marshal should the slave 

escape. He hoped there would be no excitement in Milwaukee 

because of the presence of the slave in the city. This was 

the first clue, secured by Booth and his friends, that Glover 

was held in Milwaukee. Sherman Booth immediately informed 

Judge l-U.ller that M11waukeeans demanded that "a fair and 

open trial for this fugitive slave." Booth also insisted 

that Glover "be permitted to have counsel." 
3 

As soon as the people of ~alwaukee learned of Glover'~ 

incarceration in the county jail, they became excited. 

Hundreds flocked to the jail, declaring that Glover should 

not be secretly removed i'rom the jail. Some Milwaukee lawyers 

spent the day reviewing the provisions of the Fugitive Slave 

Act, while other lawyers investigated the possibilities of 

securing Glover'S release on a writ of habeas corpus.4 

J O. o. Olin, "The Glover Rescue and Its Results", MSS., 
Western Reserve Historical Societr' Cleveland, Ohio. (~acro­
film copy, Wisconsin Stat.e Histor cal Society, Madison, Wis-­
consin), )"'4. Hereafter cited as Glover Rescue MSS. 

4 ~alwaukee Sentinel. March 13, 1954. 
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Judge Jenkins issued a writ of habeas corpus for th 

release of Glover, but the Sheriff of rUlwaukee County 
/ 

refused to obey it because the fugitive was a federal prisoner. 

Glover was in the custody of Deputy Marshal Cotton, under a 

warrant from Judge r~ller of the United States Court. G. K. 

Watkins, the counsel fpr Glover, obtained another writ and \ 

ave it to Sheriff PaRe, who in turn was requested to ~ive 

it to Deputy Marshal Cotton.5 

Mr . Booth was very much excited over the pres~nce of 

the fugitive slave in ~alwaukee. Re mounted a horse and 

rode through the main streets of 1i11waukee, calling the 

people to a mass meeting at the court house at 2 o'clock that 

afternoon. 6 

5" .ws. 
6 . Mr. Booth was supposed to have shouted "Freemen. to 

the rescuea" but he always denied the statement. Many year8 
later he said: "I did not cry, a8 was reported and sworn to, 
'Freemen, to the rescuel" A forcible rescue was 'never my 
purpose. I aimed simply to secure for Glover a fair trial 
and competen~ counsel. In calling the meeting I used two 
forms of speech - namely, 'All freemen , or all free Citizens, 
who are opposed to being made slaves or slave catchers, turn 
out to a meeting in the court house square at 2 o'clock." -
the only variation being that I sometimes used the word 'men' 
and sometimes the word 'citizens'. I counseled against violence, 
publically and privately. Yet in all the histories of th 
case - in newspapers, pamphlets, and books - I am repre8ented 
as riding through the streets of Milwaukee shouting, 'Freemen, 
to the rescuel" I respectively decline the honor of a deed 
which I never performed. The only responsibility attaching 
to me for the rescue of Glover is that I helped create a 
strong public sentiment against the Fugitive Slave Act and 
called the meeting to protest the legal rights of Glover and 
secure for him a fair trial. If, when assembled for peaceful 
and lawful purposes, the course of the judge and his bailiffs 
excited the people to take Glover out ot jail against my ad­
vice, I was guiltless o£ the rescue ••• " 
Chicago Chr0ficl.! ~!a.y 2, 1897, in "Booth Scrapbook", Wisconsin 
State Ristor cal ~ociety, Madison, W1sconsin. 
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About five thousand people assembled at the court house 

that afternoon. The excitement was intense. The crowd was l 

called to order by Joseph Paine, a prominent Milwaukee attor­

ney. General E. B. Wolcott was chosen president of the meet­

ing, and A. Henry B1e1feld, secretary. Sherman M. Booth, 

Joseph Paine, John Furlong, William Wh1tnal1, and Dr. E. Wund­

er1y made up a committee to draw up resolutions indicating the 

sentiment of the people of Milwaukee on the Glover affair. 

After several speeches by various citi.ens. the committee on 

resolutions reported that since a writ of habeas corpus had 

been issued (by Judge Jenkins in the name of the state of 

Wisconsin ) that Glover Ihould be brought forth and caule Ihown 

why the prisoner should not be released. The resolutions 

read: 

Res0tied, al the citi.enl of Milwaukee, That every per­
son I an indefeasab1e right to a fair and impartial 
trial by jury on all questionl involving personal lib­
erty. 
Re,olDd. That the Writ ot Habeas Corpus is the great 
ae enae ot Freedom, and that we demand tor thil pria­
oner, as well aa for our own protection, that this 
Sacred Writ Iha11 be obeyed. 
R'folved, That we pled,e ouraelves to atand by the 
pr loner, and do our

7
utmoat to aecure for him a tair 

and impartial trial. 

President E. B. Wolcott appointed a v1~i1ance committee 

to watch the jail so that the slave was not removed aecretly. 

It an attempt waa made to do ao, the men were inatructed to 

ring the bells ot the city to en1iat the aid of fellow citi­

zena to prevent such a remova1. 8 

7 Milwaukee Sentinel, March 1), l8S4. 

It DJ4. 
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About 5 o·clock tbat afternoon a group of men arrived 

from Racine by. boat. The men marched in a solid column to f , .: 

the jail where the arrested fugitive remained in charge of 

two deputies employed by the United States Marshal. A crowd 

ather.d at the court house square and demanded the release 

ot Glover. l-fr. Booth explained to the deleg~tes from Racine 

what bad been done by nilwaukeeans to secure the Negro t 8 re­

lease, deDouneed the Fugitive Slave Act , but advised the peo­

ple against violence.9 

G. K. Watkins, the slavets counsel, then reported that 

Judge ~'H.ller had decided that he would Dot obey the writ of 

babeas corpus, and that no power on earth would take Glover 

trom jail until Monday. Mr. Watkins el~imed that such action 

was an 'outrage. Glover should Dot be kept in jail over the 

Sabbath "without medical aid as he had been badly assaulted, 

maimed, and was covered with blood by the cruel treatment 

of Garland and the United States ~.r8hal Ootton." Continuing, 

the lawyer declared that there were times when the people had 

to take the law into their own hands, although he was uncer­

tain whether the situation was "one or those times." That, 
10 

he added, the people had to judge from themselves. 

The Yigllance committee and ~he Racine delegates con­

ferred a rew moments and then decided to go to the American 

House to determine what course should be taken to secure Glo-

9 Glover Rescue lJJ3S., 6-7: Milwaukee Sutinel, March 13, 
lSSl,.. 

10 Glover Rescue MSS., 7-8. 
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ver's release.11 Scarcely had the meeting adjourned "when 
\ 

the crowd made a rush for the jail" and "demanded" the keysj 

of the jail from Undersheriff S. S. Conover. The undersheriff 

denied the request. Then about twenty strong men "seized a 

large stick of timber LP. C. Olin was one of these-1 some 8 

or 10 inc~es square and some twenty feet long" and began ham­

mering at the jail door. A participant later described the 

scene vividly. 

Bomb. Bomb. Bomb. And down came the jail door and 
out came Glover. And about that time the Sheriff 
@d U. s. r&irshal made their appearance upoDthe 
~cene and a rescue was attempted from those that had 
Glover in their possesslon. And tor some 20 minut 
to a half hour the d---l was to pay. Glov.r was well 
kept in hand by his rescuers trom the jail to Wiscon­
sin 8t. and about 1000 people following in the wake. 
Sometimes it seemed as though the Marshal's and 
Sheriff's p08se would r.arr.st him trom the angry pop­
ulace. On th.y went from Wls e to E. Wat.r St. and 
down Eaat Water to what was then call.d Walker's Point 
bridge. While the orowd was constantly increasing, 
but victory was tor the rescuers . On arriving at the 
bridge John A. Messenger, a Oemocrat, came along and 
wanted to know what was up •••• Aft.r b.ing told he put 
the man in his buggy and way he went with the whole 
posse of the U, S. government in his wak •• 12 

Glover, thus, successfully escaped trom Milwauk.e. Mr. 

Messenger journeyed with his charge until he came to Waukesha. 

Arriving there lat. at night, he went directly to the home 

of D. Brown, a known abolitionist. It was arranged that 

Glover was to be kept in hiding 1n the Waukesha area until 

it would be safe to move him further on his journey to CanadA. 

11 Milwaukee Bentip,l, March 1'. 1854. 

12 Glover Rescue MSS. , 8-9. Mr. Olin seldom used the 
first names of the people participating ln the movement when 
he wrote his account. It has been impossible to discover 
what these name. were, so only the lnitials are used. 
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A few days later he was moved to Racine . C. C. Olin was re­

sponsible for returning the Negro to Racine and hiding him , 
j 

with friends. A short time later, Glover made good his escape 

"to the land of freedom, never more to be a slave or recaptured."l) 

The Racine county sheriff had brought a warrant for the 

arrest of Garland, the slave owner, and others for assault 

and battery (on Glover). Garland was taken to Johnathan E. 

Arnold, his counsel, and the same man who had helped Charles 

Hall search for Carroline Quarlles in 1842. Judge Miller 

issued a writ of habeas corpus for Garland's release, and he 

was scheduled to appear before Judge Miller's oourt on Mon­

day morning .14 

In commenting on the Glover case the editor of the Er!! 
Democrat said that Mr. Garland should be arrested at once 

fo.r' assault and battery. Slave catchers should be taught 

better than to come to Wisconsin, "knock down, cut and gash 

the heads of our peaceable citizens." Booth said there was 

no law to authorize such brutallity.15 Booth also denounced 

Judge Miller's decision not to obey the writ of habeas corpus 

issued by Judge Jenkins. 

Judge Miller has decided that any slave claimant, 
with or without a warrant, can knook down and abuse 
this all edged slave or commit any crime he pleases, 
and the State Courts cannot reach him until he bas 
got his slave home - his slave being a licensing 
angel, authorizing him to play the devil with im­
punity - and when once the U. S. Court gets posses-

I) Glover Rescue MBS ., 9-15. 

14 Milwaukee Sentinel, March I), 1854 
15 Daily lI!! Demoorat, reb 11, 1854. 



sion of a man, no writ of Habeas Corpus from a state 
court can reach him •••• This is the most damnable de-
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cision ever uttered by any court in any civilized / 
country. It strikes down the rights of every free 
citizen in Wisconsin. The Slave-catchers under this 
decision, may pounce upon me , and Judge Miller will 
protect him against the whole force of the State, in 
using any amount of violence till he has reduced me 
to Slavery. Slave-catching is the only divinity, 
Slavery is the only supreme law. The code of Draco 
is reenacted ••• nl6 

On March 15, Sherman Booth was arrested on a charge of 

"aiding and abetting" the escape of Joshua Glover. The war­

rant was issued by United States Commissioner, Winfield 

Smith.17 Booth's hearing began on ~~rch 21. The crux of 

the case was how much influence Mr. Booth had over the crowd 

during the Glover escape. The court tried to prove that 

Booth was responsible for the release of the Negro and in­

tended ,to prosecute him under the Fugitive Slave Act. 

Charles Cotton, Deputy U. S. Marshal, stated at the trial 

that he had seen Mr . Booth several times on the day of March 

11. He saw him riding up and down East Water Street calling 

people to meet at the court house, but he could not remember 

his exact wOrds.18 SOMe witnesses testified that Sherman 

Booth shouted "Freemen, to the rescuel" as he rode in the 

streets of ~a1waukee, but others stated Mr. Booth did not 

use those words, but just called people to attend the meeting 

at the courthouse.19 

Sherman M. Booth took the stand and addressed the court 

16 d ~., March 1), 1054. 
17 Milwaukee Sentinel , March 16, 1854. 
18 ~., ~~reh 22, 1854. 
19 Daily Et!! Democrat , March 2), 1854. 
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in his own behalf: . 

I do not propose to reply to the counsel of the 
slave~catcher •••• My answer to the charge is, that I 
it is not true. The only aid I gave was what law 
permitted and Christian Religion demanded •••• l ought 
to blame myself for not having done more •••• But I 
am frank to say - and the prosecution may make the 
most of it - that I sympathize with the rescuers of 
Glover and rejoice at his escape •••• And I am bold 
to say, that, rather than have the great constitu­
tional rights and safeguards of the people - the writ 
of Habeas Corpus and the right of trial by jury strik­
en down by the FUgitive law, I would prefer to see 
every Federal Officer in Wisconsin hanged on 'a gallows 
fifty cubits higher than Haman 's •••• l have done noth­
ing in this case! which living, I could wish to for­
get, or, dying, would wish to blot out of the mem­
ory of mankind. 2 

On the third day the judge hearing the case decided that 

no evidenoe had been offered that Glover was a fugitive , or 

that he owed labor or serive to Bennami Garland. Such a 

decision should have freed Booth, but he was ordered to 

appear before the United States District Court in July. 

Bail for Booth, which was set at $2000, was paid by Dr . 

Charles E. Wunderly so that the fiery editor of the ~ 

Demo~rat could be free. 21 

In April a group of ~tllwaukeeans met at Youngts Hall to 

express the sentiments of the public relative to the Glover 

case. They adopted many resolutions stating that since an 

attempt had been made on the part of public officers "to 

deprive a man of his liberty without a jury trial, "and since 

prosecution had been started against various Milwaukeeans for 

all edged violation of the Fugitive Slave Law, " that it was 

20 ~alwaukee Sentinel , March 24, 1854. 
21 
~., March 25, 1854. 
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dangerous for the federal government to exercise doubtful 

unconstitutional powers. They felt that the Constitution did 
I 

not give Congress the power to make laws to reclaim fugitive 

laves, nor was such legislation necessary. They added that 

the act of Congress of 1850, commonly called the Fugitive 

Slave Law, was "unconstitutional and void," and that all power 

to legislate on the status of fugitive slaves belonged to the 

states. They believed the Fugitive Act "dangerous to the 

liberties of the people, and destructive to the sovereignty 

of the States, "theretore, it was the duty of the State Gov­

ernments ••• to proteot ••• the liberties of the citizens trom 

all encroachments by virtue of said act."22 

At this same meetin£ the sponsors drew up a "Declaration 

of Sentiments" whioh they hoped would be adopted by the citi~ 

zens of the entire state of Wisconsin. Their declaration 

read. 

All persons in the State of Wisconsin, irrespectiv 
of birth, condition, or color are presumed to be free. 
No person can be deprived of liberty but by due proces 
of law, in open court by judgment of his peers. 
The right of trial by jury should be sacredly main­
tained in all cases involving personal liberty. 
All persons are entitled to the writ ot habeas corpus 
on a proper application by any State or United States 
Judge. 
The powers of Congress are limited to the express 
grants in the Constitution of the United States, and 
to such legislation as is necessary and proper to 
carry these grants into execution. 
The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 is unoonstitutional 
and void because: 

1st, Congress has no power to legislate on the 
subject. 

22 ~., April l~, l85~. 



2nd, This act annuls the writ of habeas corpus. 
3rd, It also abrogates the right of trial by 
jury • . 
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The refusal of Judge Miller to allow the writ of ha- / 
beas corpus in favor of Glover to be obeyed by the­
O??rcers under his control, and his abuse of that 
writ in discharging Garland from arrest under process 
from a state court for assault and battery, on the 
ground that Garland., by virtue of an affidavit that 
ant person was his slave, had a right, with or with-
ou p~ocess, to seize such a person, and use any a­
mount of evidence necessary to subdue him, and make 
him his slave - furnish just cause of alarm to the 
people of this State and deserves their condemnation. 
The encroachments upon the sovereignty of the States, 
and the rights and liberties of the peoples by this 
Fugitive Slave Act and the execution of it by Federal 
Officers in the State should be opposed by all peace­
ful, legal, and constitutional means. 
The course of those who are persecuted for all edged 
Violation of the Fugitive Slave Act, is the cause of 
liberty against despotism, and of the people against 
the agents and tools of the slave power, and we pledge 
ourselves to stand by them in this controversy and 
sustain them by our sym~ithy, our prayers, and by all 
necessary material aid.J 

The way was opened for a test of the "odious" Fugitive Slave 

Act. Public sentiment, forming behind Booth, supported his 

cause. Yet on May 26, 1854, Sherman M. Booth was surrendered 

to the U. S. Marshal and placed in jail. The next day he 

applied to Judge Abram D. Smith, Justice of the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court, for a writ of habeas corpus. Booth was released 

and his trial was slated for the next Monday. Byron Paine 

and Charles K. Watkins represented Mr. Booth, whereas the 

district attorney of Milwaukee County, Mr. Sharpstein, r.epre­

sented the United States. 24 

At the trial, Attorney Paine raised three points in his 

23 Daily It!! Democrat, April 14, 1854. 

24 Milwaukee Sentinel, May 29, 1854. 
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defense of Sherman Booth. First he claimed Congress had no 

power~ constitutionally, to legislate for the recapture of ~-.. 
away slaves. The clause in the Constitution relating to slav-

ery, he said, was "a mere article of compact between the states 

depending for its observance entirely on their integrity and 

good faith." Second, he said, even if Congress did hav 

power to legislate on slavery, the law was still unconstitu­

tional because it provided that any person "claimed as a fUgi­

tiven could be "reduced to a state of slavery with<?ut a trial 

by jury." In his third argument, t-1r . Paine said the Fugi-

tive Slave Law was unconstitutional because it gave judicial 

power to United States Court Commissioners who were dependent 

orficers. This was contrary to the Constitution of the United 

States ·which provided that 

The judicial power of the United States shall be vest­
ed in the Supreme Court, and such inferior courts as 
Oongress may from time to time ordain and establish­
The Judges of both the Supreme Court and the inferior 
Courts, shall hold these offioes during good behav­
ior: and shall at stated times, reoeive for their ser­
vioes a compensation, which shall not be diminished 
during their continuation in Offic!~ (Sect. 1, Art. 3, 
Constitution of the United States) 

Judge Abram D. Smith, in a long opinion freeing Booth 

from oustody, said he would not directly rule of the Fugitive 

Slave Act, but that the act of 1850 was unconstitutional in 

that it violated the principles which prohibited persons from 
26 

being deprived of liberty without "due process of law. " 

25 ~.; June 8, 18'4. 
26 Wisconsin s~reme Court Re~orts; III (Chicago, 187'), 

20-211 MilwaUkee Sen nel, June 8,B,4: Dally Free Democrat, 
June 6, 1654. 
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In an editorial commendin~ Booth's discharge, Rufus King 

of the Sentinel said that Judge Smith's opinion was ncertai~ly 

a very able one handed on reason and justice." He recommended 

that the people support the decision and stated that it was 

unnecessary, without examination, to uphold every act of the 
27 federal government for the aid and comfort of slavery. 

The case of Sherman M. Booth was appealed to the full 

bench of the Wisconsin Supreme Court. There Justice Smith's 

opinion was upheld. Justice Edward Whiton prepared the opin­

ion of the court. He presented the opinion on two grounds, 

the insufficiency of the commitment, and the unconstitution­

ality of the Fugitive Slave Act in delegating to the court 

commissionlers the power to hear and rule in cases arising 

under the act. Justice Samuel Crawford agreed with his col­

leagues on the discharge of Mr. Booth, but dissented from the 

view of the unconstitutionality of the Fugitiye Aot. 28 

In the meantime the United Statee Dietrict Court was in 

session and a bill of indictment - (Booth ya. Garland) was is­

sued as:ainst S. M. Booth and others. f-h- . Booth was arrested 

and put in jail. He oftered Dr. Wunder1y as bail, but the 

judge refused to accept him on the grounds that the doctor had 

been "bail" before, had surrendered him, and had been dis-
29 

charged. 
Mr. Booth declined to offer another person as bail and 

27 Milwaukee Sentinel, June a, 1854. 
28 Wleconlin Supreme Court Reporte, 3:'9-64. 
29 G10yer R.,cue MSS., 18. 

\ 
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stayed in jail. He again applied to the Supreme Court for a 

writ of habeas corpua, but his request was refused on the / 

ound that the United States Court had already claimed juris­

diction, so the state declined to interfere.30 

The people of r~lwaukee were very aroused by the refusal 

of the court to issue the writ. They tried to raid the jail 

to free Sherman Booth, but were thwarted in the attempt. Uni-

ted States shal Ableman went to Booth. who was still in 

jail, and offered to accept Dr. \~derly as bail • . Mr. Booth, 

with great reluctance, finally consented to accept him, and 

was released.31 

At a special term of the U:nited States District Court 

held in November, the defendents of the Glover rescue cas 

were tried. Mr. Booth could not be present because of an 

ttack of tYPhoid fever, so his case was postponed until the 

January term of court.32 The Court convicted John ,Ryecraft, 

who was indicted with Booth on the charge of "aiding and 

abetting" a fugitive to escape)3 

In January, 1855, the Booth case came before the United 

States District Court at r~dison. The charge was still the 

same, that of helping a fugitive slave to escape. The jury 

found Sherman Booth guilty. The judge fined him $1000 and 

)0 r~lwaukee Sentinel, July 26, 1854. 
31 Glover Rescue MSS., 19. 
32 !l2!s! •• 20. 
33 Milwaukee Sentinel. Nov. 21, 1854. 
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sentenced him to one month in jail. John Ryecraft, who had 

been convioted the previous November, was fined $200 and / 

sentenced to ten days in jai1.34 

The public became aroused. In an editorial the editor 

of the Sentinel expressed the view that the public was sur­

prised by the verdict of guilty, because the belief had been 

widespread that the jury would disagree. The editor felt the 

trial was unfair. It was because of the Fugitive Slave Act, 

he said, that the Glover rescue was considered a crime. "The 

law is tyrannical one, and must be tyrannically enforced •••• ~ 

The Free North will not longer tolerate its infamous mockery 

of JUltice . b )5 

On another date, the Se!tinel editor felt that "some­

thing more than sympathy is due to Messra. Booth and Ryecraft 

tromthose, at least of their fellow men, who think as they 

do of the infamous Fugitive Slave Law. " He suggested that 

the people organize and contribute the means to pay the fines 

and costs already incurred by the defendents. "Let every man 

who loves freedom and loathes the Fugitive Slave Act, cast 

his mite into the fund • .,)6 

Immediately after his conviction, ~1r . Booth made appli­

cation to the Wisoonsin Supreme Court for a writ of habeas 

corpus. On January 29, the writ was sent from Madison directly 

34 Ibid. " Jan. 22, l85S. 

)5 Ibid., Jan. 16, 185'. 
36 d ~., Jan. 24, 1055. 
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to the sheriff of Milwaukee eOUJ'lty ,and the Marshal , o! the 

United States District Court. It instructed them to bring / 

Me$srs . Booth and Ryecraft before the state supreme court at 

Madison.'7 That verdict once again nullified the action of 

the federal courts. 

The people of Milwaukee were jubilant. The antislavery 

crusaders published handbills calling all freemen to assemble 

at the county jail on Monday morning to escort Sherman Booth 

and Joh~ Ryecra~t, liberated on a writ of habeas corpus, to 

the railroad depot)8 The people flocked in great numbers to 

see the two ,men on their way to Madison . A band played, a 

cannon boomed in the distance , and church bella rang out a,s 

the parade formed in ,t he court house square. At the depot 

Booth and Ryecratt stood on the top of the coaches to receive 

great ovations from the crowd. 39 

The Supreme Court of Wisconsin unanimously discharged 

Booth and Ryeeraft of the indictment • . Justice Whiton and 

Justice Smith upheld their former opinion that the Fugitive 
40 Slave Law was unconstitutional and void. ' The decision was 

highly acclaimed throughout the entire state, even though Wis­

consin was as guilty of nullifying federal law as South Caro­

lina had been twenty years earlier. 

25. 

37 Dai1Y!t!! Democrat , Jam. 29, 1855. 

)8 Ibid • .......... 
39 Milwaukee Sentinel. Jan. 30, 18S5; Glover Rescue MBS., 

40 Glover Rescue MSS. , 26. 
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On February 9, a large crowd gathered at Young's Hall 

with the avowed purpose or rinding ways and means to raise j 

money to derray the expenses or Booth and Ryecrart in the 

trials already held and in those trials due to come. The 

irate group drew up a number of resolutions. They thanked 

the state supreme court for releasing Booth and Ryecraft from 

the "pain and penalties or an illegal conviction under an in­

just, inhuman, and unconstitutional law." They asked all who 

aided Joshua Glover to escape in any way to carry xhe burden 

and to contribute to the fund to be raised. The group also 

. appointed a committee to determine the costs already incurred 

and estimate the exPenses which might come up. They called 

"upon the lovers of Justice and Liberty" to contribute to the 

fund. ' Sherman M. Booth then spoke to the assembled Milwau­

keeans at great length on the "all grasping, all prevailing 

spirit or slavery, the infernal machinery of the Fugitive 

Slave Act, and the urgent necessity of all free men to resist 
. 41 

the further encroachments of the slave power." 

In July, Booth was round guilty in the case of Garland 

Yl. Booth, which had commenced some months earlier. Booth 

was required to pay t lOOO, the supposed value of Joshua Glo­

ver, to Bennami Garland. The editor of the Se.ntinel wrote that 

"this is the first pro-slavery triumph ever won in Wisconsin, 

and it promised to be a barren triumph. The slave hunter 

has not obtained his ~lOOO. He has his verdict under an un­

constitutional law. This is a thing essentially different 

41 Milwaukee Sentinel, Feb . 12, 1$55. 
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from the cool cash in one's pocket."42 

Subsequently, the case of Sherman Booth was taken to the 
j 

United States Supreme Court. The Wisconsin Court had in-

structed its clerk to deny the federal district court the 

right to review its decision in the Booth case. The state 

court also refused to send the records of the Booth case 

to the U. S. Supreme Court on a \1rit of error, claiming that 

the state court had final jurisdiction in the case. As long 

as the Wisconsin court did not respond, the nationfil court 

hesitated to consider the case. 43 Finally in January of le59, 

the case was tried by the federal court. 

In the meantime the people of Wisconsin did not stop 

condemning the Fugitive Slave Law. The Republican legisla­

ture of the state nominated Judge James R. Doolittle for 

United States Senator 1n 1857, and at the same time adopted 

strong ttstates rights" resolutions proclaiming the Kentucky 

and Virginia Resolutions of 1789, and concluding: 

Resolved, That 1n the application of these prin­
ciples we hold 1t an important duty to stand firm­
ly by the Supreme Court in asserting the rights of 
the State tribunals to pronounce final judgment in 
all cases involving the reserved rights of the State 
in declaring the Fugitive Slave Law unconstitutional 
and in shielding all the inhabitants of the State 
from the execution ot unconstitutional enact~ents 
without right of review of a Federal Court.4~ 

In January 18'59, the case of Ableman n. Booth appeared 

on the docket of the United States Supreme Court. The fed-

42 ~., July 11, lesS. 
43 Glover Rescue l-mS., 27. 
44 ~., 29-30. 
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eral court somehow procured a copy of the record of the case . 

The attorney for the federal government was Jeremiah S. Blaok, , 
Attorney General of the United States. Mr. Booth refused 

to appear or to send counsel to the trial. Instead he sent 

a copy of the pamphlet containing Byron Paine's argument on 

his behalf in the Wisconsin oourts along with copies of t he 

opinions of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin in the case . 

The case ended with a reversal of the state court decision 

on Maroh 7, 1859, by Justice Roger B. Taney.45 The case was 

then legally over. Booth was thrown into a specially con­

structed cell in the Federal Building in Milwaukee to serve 

out his original sentence. 

But the Wisconsin abolitionists did not forget the case. 

In the · judicial election of 1859, Byron Paine, Booth's coun- I 
f 

sel in the earlier trials, was opposed by William P. Lynde. 

Mr. Paine was supported by all the antislaveryites in the 

state and was elected to the state supreme court by an over­

whelming majority. "States rights and Byron Paine have tri­

umphed," said the editor of the Waukesha Freeman. 

The influenoe of the victory, however, will not be 
confined to the present. Wisconsin has again assert-
d in thunder tones her adherence to the great prin­

oiples of the Republican party. The triumph will 
give us revewed confidence and strength in all future 
contestg, while it will weaken and discourage the 
enemy. it 

45 For a study of the legal aspects of the Booth case 
see Vroman Mason, "History of the Fugitive Slave Law in 
Wisconsin," ~,Ti8eons1n Historical Society proceedinls (1895), 
117-144: United States Supreme Court Reports, XVI ( ochester, N. 
Y., 1860), 175-176. . 

46 Waukesha Freeman, April 12, 1859. 
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Garland's judgment against him for $1000 to cover the 

cost of Joshua Glover, caused Booth to go into bankruptcy~ I 

His presses were sold and when he could pay no more .. he was 

arrested and placed in ,the Customs House in Milwaukee and 

denied a writ of habeas corpus. 

While Mr. Booth was in jail, Edward Daniels of Ripon 

made plans to release the prisoner. Along with a Mr. La 

Grange, Mr. Daniels went to Milwaukee for the avowed pur­

pose of rescuing Sherman Booth and fleeing with hi~ into 

the country. On August 1, 1860, at noon, Messrs. Daniels 

and LaGrange entered the Customs House, and forced the 

guard to free Mr. Booth. They fled with him to Ripon. 

While 1n the vic1nity of Ripon, Sherman Booth made several 

speeches 1n behalf of his own cause.47 

On October 8, Sherman Booth was rearrested on the streets 

of Berlin, Wisconsin, and returned to the Customs Rouae 1n 

Milwaukee. But in 1860, upon request from Mr. Booth, Pres-

1dent James Buchanan issued a pardon for the "slave catcher." 

Mr. Booth's appeal to the president was as follows: 

To the President of the United States: 

Sir: The undersigned respectively presents that 
on the 2)rd of Jany. 1855, he was sentenced by 
the U. S. District Court of W1a . to one month's 
imprisonment and to pay a fine of 81000 and costs 
taxed at $461.01 and to be imprisoned till the 
fine and cost were paid for an alledged violation 
of the Fugitive Act of 18,0. That I was discharged 
from the Judgment of said District Court in a writ 

47 Glover Rescue r48S., 35-37. For an account of Mr. 
Booth's activ1ties 1n Ripon see George W. Carter, "The Booth 
War in RiPon!" Wisconain State Historical Society Proceedings 
(1902), 101- 72. 
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ot habeas corpus on the 3~ day of Feb'. ' 18S5 " by t 'he 
Supreme Court or the State of Wisconsin on two 
grounds: 1~. That the Fugitive SlaV'e Act was uno.. 
c,onstitutlonal and 2ns!, That the indictment under 
which I was convicted was fallibly defective. ' 
Justioe Crawford while affirming the constitutional 
ity of the aot holding with other members 'of ' the 
court that the indiotment charged me with on offense 
agaillst ' the act. That on the In day of March 1860" 
more than 2 years after this discharge and after the 
Supreme Court of this State 'had refused to revers ' 
and had thereby reaffirmed its former judgment dis­
charging me from imprisonment and after the Legis~ 
latur~of this State had passed formal resolutions 
which were approved by the Governor SUstaining the 
decision of the State Court, I was rearrested and 
reimprisoned on the old conviction on a warrant 
from the U. S. District Court for this District and 
am still in prison. 
That I regard my conviction and sentence as unjust 
and illegal and my imprisonment as an outrage on my 
rights and ~he rights of a sovereign state, That I 
am not able to pay my fines andoostlS nor do I be­
lieve that a prolonsation of my imprisonment will , 
enable or dispose me to pay them. That the object 
of the Government in imprisoning me was to vindicate 
an obnoxious statute that was done long ago, as it 
could be by my perpetual imprisonment. But if its 
objeot was to compel me to acknowledge the Fugitive 
Slave Act as a Constitutional law, that it is not 
the provision of the government to control mens 
opinions and that no length of imprisQnment can 
change my belief. The Fugitive Slave Act of 16$0 is 
a violation of the fundamental law of the land • 
•••• That I do not act for money but for the recogni­
tion and restoration of my right,s, . and though , the Gov­
ernment can Deyer undo the wrong it has done me. 
Just 4S a peaceable and law abiding c~tlzen, I had a 
right to demand that it shall cease to oppress me 
and that you as the Chlef Executive will do me the 
partial justice of dis9harging m~ from this unjust 
judgment and order my release from imprisonment. 
The above statement, designed without disrespect , 
places my position before the Government. It is 
true to the best of my knowledge. 

Sherman M. Booth48 

48 Glover Rescue MSS., 39-42. 

j 
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Mr. Booth finally received his pardon from the presi­

dent, probably on the recommendation of Attorney General 

Black. "The pardon undid the whole affair which had occu­

pied the attention or the people, press , and courts for a 

period of seven years. Soon after ~r . Booth left Milwaukev, 

financially ruined."~9 

49 !JW!., ~6. 



OONCLUSION 

By 1860 the antislavery sentiment in Wisconsin bad 

reached itl climax. It of the citizens of the state 

were behind the movement to wipe the South •• "peculiar 

1nltitution" trom the American scene. It had taken many 

years for Wilconlinites to jOin the ranks of the 

abolitioniats. 

,/ 

In 1642 a handful of men luccessfully aided a fugi­

tive slave girl to escape. For many years this group of 

antillavery men alitated for the abolition of slavery, 

making little headway. In l6S0 and 18'4 they grew stronger 

in numbers aa more people backed their movement. Anti­

slavery locietiel were becoming popular 1n the state. The 

people regiltered strong protelts against the Kansal­

Nebralka Act and even went 10 far aa to support a mov .. • 

ment to .ettle the area with emigrants so that it might 

remain tree ot slave •• 

In 18'4 the antillavery movement came to the tore in 

Wisconsin when lome ~lwaukeeans succeeded in setting fre 

a fugitive slave. The Glover rescue case occupied the 

attention of the atate for a number of years. By 1660, 

when Sherman Booth wa. finally pardoned, most Badgers were 

confirmed anti.laveryite., following the tenet I ot Republi­

canilm and advocating freedom for the slaves. 

N,wapaperl such as the Milwaukee Sentin.l whose edi­

tor bad been lukewarm to the aboliton cauae, became Itaunch 
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supporters of antislavery and ot the aepublican party. The 

efforts of fiery editors sucb as Bernhard DODischlce, Sberman 
j 

M. Booth, and RUlu$ King did not go unrewarded. Wisconsin's 

Badgers were in the antislavery ring by 1$60. 
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