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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTIOR

The Poles in America ars sald to be the moat
nationalistlc people among all the immigrant races
and nations that have wended their way to our shores
and comprise-the America of today. Mention 1s often
- made that they cling longe?t to their Cld Country
ways, habits, customs, manners and language.

The fire of national patriotism of which the
American Poles gave such evidence and proof in the
years 1918-1919 has led many to believe that the only
expiaﬁation of this characteristic is to be found in
the arrival of Polish Ilmmigrants already deeply imbued
with the love of thelr mother country, strongly attached
to her, in fact, 1t would seem that the outstanding
cause of Polish immigration to this country was
prompted by politicsl, if not patriotic reasons. The
purpose of this study is to ascertain the above made
claims. |

By The Nstional Orientation of the Poles in the
United States is meant the preoccupation of the Ameriman
Poles with policiep and principlea~which were of natione-
wide‘doope or import, which interested or affected
the entire Polish ethnic group in America.

The most imporxant phases of this naticnal

orientsation or national preoccupation of the Poles in



Anerion is their asttachment to the homeland and their
loyalty to the United dtates, their country of adoption.

Has the one or the ether undsrgone any fluoctuations
or chanpes? Have the Poles, during any period of time,
sziven more attention %o the one rather than $o the
other? Can we distinguish definite periods of time,
stages, when theé one or the other phase of nnticn&l‘
orientation became more outstanding, reriods of dimi-
nution and persistence, of th&ir attachment to the
country of origin or intensifieation of their national
laterest in Adserica, lo tuelr ven problews ilnasmuch
as these became intimately united with thelir new
country, eventuazlly tuheir country of sdoptiony Or,
were the Poles fortunate and successful in combining
both at the same lime?

Above uil, what factors contributed to the one
or the other national orientation of the Poles in
Amerioa in any given period of time? Kot much con-
sideration will be given to the influences uhngxng
these orientations, and wiich were cosmmon to all immi~
grant groups®, v.g. the imddling of the new lmmiprants
in large cities due to the economic and industrial
gonditians vhioh gave thﬁm no other c¢hoice, and the
consegquent formation of forelgn colonies. These tended
to acééﬁtu&te and add persistence éﬁ'tna nationalism

of pa:ticular etimic groups.



Attention has been gentered on faoctors which were
peculiar to the Poles theuselves, characteristic of
them and whioh therefore distinguished them from 811
national groups or races.

Although the mtudy reachee &8 far back as 1808, to
the beginniug of the Polish colonial immigration, it
is in reality an inguiry into the Polish cconomic immi-
gration which began about the year 1865L. Neither the
Polish colonial or political immicration presented much
ditficnlty or problem. The stady of the two has been
added, nevertheless, not only to round out tne history
of national orientation of the Poles in America, but
abové'tll to contrast it with that of the Polish eco-
nomic ifmmigration. ‘

8ince the question of orientation of the Poles
in the United State® i8 one of national proportions,
i1t 18 necessary to study it mostly from the history,
the viewpoint, the achievements and the orientation
of the large Folish national organigations and of the
Polish Catholic Clergy, not only beoause ihese reflected
the national orientation of the masses or can be looked
upon a2 the representatives of the Polish ethnic group
and thereby of its tendencies, aspirations and policies,
but priwsrily baeaaka these large arganizations together
with the Rev. Clergy wmoulded the opinion of the Poles
in Amerioa, guided tuem and shaped their national

orientation.
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The study of the national orientation of the Poles
in America must base itself on the official reports,
the agenda of the national organizations, in particular
of the Polish National Alliance of Americe and of the
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America with a combined
membership of 400,000 Polea.

Extensive use and reference is made to the
Przegled KoScielny (The Eccleslastical Review) and
Przeglqed Katolickl (The Catholic Review), both the
official orgens of the Union of the Polish Cetholice
Clergy in America. These two publications were the
moa?'onistanﬂing periodicals in this country, published
by th§ Poles, they contain the minutes and reports
of the conventlions of the Polish clergy and present
criticel anslysis of the events, the policles, the
doings and undoings of the American Poles.

The reader will not find all references to the
Przeglegd Ko&clelny and to the Przeglgd Katolicki
listed 1in the Blbliography. To avoild tediousness and
not to make the Bibliography eppear bulky, only such
articles were inserted in the Bibliography which
treated at length a glven problem or question and which
enunciated a definite principle or policy. References
to iﬁams of interest enly will be found quoted in the
. body of the thesis.



| CHAPTER 11
POLISH BATIOHAL GRIZNTATION I¥ THE URITED STATES
| 1608-1918
A distinction must be made in the orientation of
the Poles in the United States, dependiog upon the types
or periods of Foliseh 1n$£gzatian to this country.
#r. ¥. Baiman, historian of the Polish past in the
inited 6tates, divides tie history of FPolish Llmmi-
gration to America into three perlods:
1) Colonial immigration, 1608-1776
3) Politieal immigration, 1776-18686

3) Econowic lumigration, 1865 to auto.l

1. ¥leeislaus Halzan, Tolish Past in America, 1.

The uyavg glven dates are not to be interpreted
strictly, sinoce the exaet limit when one period ends
and the other begins, cannot be determined. The distri.
bution ie made along general lines when one or the
other element began to prevaill as the cause of ?aliaﬁ
immigration.

Religious persecution contributed little to ¥olish
immizration. In comparison with the peolitical and eco-
nomic faptore it 1s emall in scope. Some of 1t can be
included under the bheading of economio or political immi-
gration, since it involved the expropriation of their



land and attempts at the exterminstion of the Polish
langusge. These took place in the part of Poland seized
by the Germans, where the expropriﬂtien of the Poles
and attempts to forbid the uae‘ef the #olish language
goincided with the Kul turkampf waged by Bismarck.

A. COLONIAL DiuIGRATION, 1608-1776.

During the Colonial ilmmigration period the Poles
made their way into every colony. The rasber was small,

consiating mostly of inaxvidunln.a Brown-Roucek olaim

2. M. Haiman, loec. ecit.

.

tist the "Poles were generpusly sprinklzd in the

thirteen colonies at the time of the aevalution.ﬁ3

3. F.J.Brown and J.8.Roucek, One asmerica, 136.

The Polish Colonizl immigration was *above all an
imuigration of &dyenturars,“ although such description

4. ¥. Haiman, op. €it., 3.

does not suggeaf any disparagement, for as Rev. Gwastek
remarks: *On the eve of the ¥War of Independence, the
Falich American had an honored if smell colonial ances-
try.*% It is therefore difficult to reconocile with



5. %av.J.&tastak *What Is a Polish American??®

f thﬁ f’g%i‘ ;nﬂtuta Q__ Arts an ‘.“é_ ﬁawnms ‘

the above, Gy8iorowski's statement, that the Folish Co-

lonial lmmigration, though consisting of various types

- of people, was nevertheless a numerous gruup.g

6. W. Ggslorowski, Ach,-Te 'Chamy' w Ameryce!, 10,

The Polish Colonial immigration numbered many arti.

sans, probably Protestants &nd burghers.v Hotable

7. B. gniman, Polish | &anegrn g“,vitginiu and xentuck ;
30=-31 .«

among these in 1608 were the Polish manufacturers of
glass, pitch, tar and like products in the Jamestown
Golony. They have gone down in Oolonial History as the
first atrikers who ceased working in protest against
thelyr disfranchisement. The Poles were denied repre-
sentation in the House of Burgesses, "The Mother of
the Ameriocan Repregentative Legislaturs”, in Jamestown.

8 . ' )

The Foles won out. The Badosky or Bandusky family

8. ¥. Haiman, Ibid., 47.

were ploneers of Chio anc Kentwuexy in the miaale of the



Xviil cantury.?

Qu g&c ﬁlllﬂ&n, > 1Y M
¥. Haiman, "Folish Past in America,"id.

The joint or collective protest of the Jamestown
Poles suggests that they lave settled together and were
looked wupon by the early settlers as an ethnie group.
¥hether or not atteapts were made to form distinct
Polish coloniesa, both in ihe Colonial as well &8 in the
Political Immigratiop periods, camnot be determined.

No study or research has brought this to light. Es-
tubliahgﬁnt of same Would not be surprising. Such, at
the ui;,, was the tendency. The Swedes bad their New
Sweden, the Duteh their ¥ew Holland, the English
their New England, ete.l0 ¥vidently, this state of

1C. ¥. Haiman, Polish Past in Amerioa, 15, 33.

affaira must have been known to the Poles in their
native land, for we find Paul Xostowski, a Palatine

of the Duchy of Mesovia, who in the year 1776 presented
to Congress a fantastic and somewhat ludicrous propo-

sition of forming a Folish Coleony in Alariaa.ll

11. H.ani;hn, ;%;%,, 27-28; treated nfilangth in
M.Hatman, Z Przeszlofci Polskie] ¥ Ameryce, 29-33,




B. POLITICAL IMMIGKATION, 1776-1865.

The struggle for Independence beckoned many ué the
best sons, petriots of Poland to the shores of Americs
to participate in the colonial struggle for freedom.
Advantageously for America, the fight for Independence
and later the Civil War, coincided with political svents
in Poland, which gave 1mpui§a to and favored the second
period of Folish immigration, namely the political im-
migration, ’

The three psrtitions of Poland in 1772, 1763 and
1795 by her neighbors: Russis, Austria and‘Gormany, the
rise and fall of Napoleon and the high hopes sttached
by the Poles to his military ventures, the revolution-
ary crises of 1846-1848 in Europe, the unsuccessful
insurrections of 1830 and 1863 in Russisn-Poland - all
contributed thelir quota or‘immigranta‘xn the period
1776-1865. |

In contrast with the Colonial immigrants, the
newcomera to our shores were political exiles, scldiers,
noblemen and men of lettera, poets, musicians, educators,
prominent citizens who added substantially to the
roster of famous men of the times that contributed to
the founding, the'grcwth and éprgpﬁ, to the building
of this powerful nation. 12 All were outstanding men

12. n.ﬂainan, Polish Past in Americs, 29-150.
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Folish American Participation Committee, &amrigga
Polish Participation, Ne¥ York World's Fair, 1939,

 “Rev. A.u. Bochefieki, *Qur Youth an& 1ts Polish-
Aperican Heritage,* Bulletin e%ish Instl
tute of Arts and éciences in %Eg rica, E”§§;93.

of their times b@tn in the native counfry and later in

America. Thelr 1ist presents soldiers well versed in
the socience of war, for the most part officers, who in
the Revolutionary &s well a8 in the Clivil ¥War were at
times impatient and oritical of the unorthodox methods,

planning and conduct of war waged by the Amerioan &rmien.ls

13. %.H&i:an, Folacy w Walee g Niepodleglofé Ameryki,
passin. j )
¥.Haiman, Historia Ddzielu Polakdw w Amerykafskief
¥oinie Domows -90.

Kociuszko, Pulaski in the Hevolutionary War,
whilst Qen. ¥ladimir Krzytanowski, Gen. Joseph Smolefieki
in the Oivil War top the 118t of 168 commissioned offi-
cers in the Unlon Aray and 40 in the Qonfederate

ﬁrmy.li

14, MH.Haiman ggstgria gdzla!n Pglu&év w Agarxk&éskt@;
Woinie B'nc
W.Haima Pagt 1§.Agg£;gg, 108-143.

Pathstie was the. tppaal of the lalfnatyled *mont
outstandxng Polish patriote in Frence. and England to
the Polish Nation® urging all Poles $o relinguisb
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Europe and to transplant their native country in America
"where Poland will be kept aacro& in our hearts."
Nothing came of the appeal. S8imiler fate met the request
of the Polish Committes in Paris under Joachim lelewsel
in 1832 amsking president Jackson to grant refuge to
5,000-4,000 Polish exiles, participsesnts in the 1831

insurrection. 1%

15. M.Haiman, 2 Przeazloéei Polskiej w Ameryce, 191-1963.

One more incident must be brought forth becsuse of
thg relation and influence it bagrs on subsequent events.
ﬁfﬁbr the insurrection of 1831 a group of r;fugeca
found thelr way into Austria. The Austrien governmenf
promised them freedom, but instead cast them into Jsil,
where after three monina they were given cholce either
to be delivered to the Russian government or set sail
for America. They chose the latter. In 1834 two Austrian
frigates with 235 political refugees-soldiers arrived
in the port of New York, At first they were received
enthusiastically by the Americans, who arranged cele-
brations and mede contributions on their behslf. For
some time the exilea éonsidered themselves national
guests of America. Soon after, hauiver, they petitioned
Congreas to grent them land, & township, where they
wished "to establish in the United States a Hew
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?olund.*le Congress granted their petition in April,

16. i .Helman, Z Przeszlofoi Polakie] W Ameryce, 198.

1834, Due to faulty teomnicalities, for which the Becre-
tary of the Treasury, Levi %oodbury blamed Congress it-
self, the grant was never put into effect,

* The majority of the exiles were army officers
and though at the baéﬁnninq all suffered want bordering
on misery, many finally reached prominence in warious
fields and occupations, v.g. Casisir Gzowski, adjutant
to tﬁa Queen Victoria, engineer and bullder of the
Kiagara bridge, considered at ithe time a feat of
angineéring ekill. Gzowskl never ceased to eansfﬂsr
himself & Pole, but his ochildren lost &ll claim to

Folish descent and the Catholic ¥Failth as wail.l?

17- 3&- H“ﬁm, lbidgﬂ, 193"3154

The experiencge, the iragedy through which the po-
litical exiles of 1831 lived st the beginning, dictated
the ory to thelr compatriotes in Europe: *God save you
from migrating %o Americal® Consequently, the insurrection
of 1883 did not furnish new politiocal immigrants to the
shores of Amerioa. Only some years 1§tar stragglers
appeared, World-wanderers, seeking aven and above all,

peuoe.ls
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18. ¥.Ggetorowski, Agh,-Te 'Chamy' ¥ Ameryce! 1l-14.

However ifmportant was the contribution of the Polish
political immigration to America, it is to be regarded
a® that of indlviduals, not of & group. They all gained
prominence in the New Land by their sheer individual
prowess, ability and personslity. ¥ajority of them have
gone through 1ife in Amerioa alone, without depending
upon or seeking the support of any national group,
namely Polish organizations goli&iaai or scocial, which
for praotical purposes (id not exiet. Feither for th&t.
matter, OGould they find aild in cburches, parishes or
sohool® erected by and intended for the Polish people.
Hone weie had at the time. iMoreover, the iptellectuals
who formed the majority of the political immigrants,
were lukewarm teuur&s the (atholic Faith and preferred

to be looked upon as liberals and ratien&llata.lg

19. 8ister Keomisia Rutkowskm, #*John Tyusowskiﬁv Bulle-

tia of iff Eolish énst%tute Azts and Sciénces
1 TiCH Q!-

A8 & result, the torcea of Americanization proved
themselves too strong to be resisted or overcome indi-
vidually by the political imaigrants. They rapidly

became assimilated and dissolved in the "American 8&&”.39
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20. Karol Wachtl, Dzleje Zjednocsenis Polskiego Rsymsko-

atolickiego w A eryce, 4v.
flev. D. Ssgopinski, asze Zadanie", Prreglgd KoScielny,
1814, 1:2. ,

The majority of them were highly educeted and comprised
the so-called intelligentsia. Yet, this did not prevent,
in fact, it only enhanced their complete &ssimilation.
It 1s ¢ known fact, that in the history of Polish emi-
gration the intellectuals succumb first to denationali-
zation and then to renationalization in whatever country
they chance to reside permanently ss immigrants, Suéh
is the story of the Polish immigration in Ruscis,
whether volunteary or inforced. It consisted mainly of
the educated class, soldiers, professionals, and
government officlals. The Polish intellectual exiles
to Russla contributed immensely to her development,
but at the same tiﬁe, were lost forever to thelr native
land. Thelr children simply considered themselves
Russlans.
Neither the highly-vaunted, though sincere and

- genuine Polish patriotism of the political immigrants
provided much reslistence to tnéir merging with the en-
vironment in which they found themselves. The most
convinoing proof is offered by the so-called "Oreat

Emigration" in #rance after the unsuccessful insur- -
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rection of 1831. Priding themselves as the Polish Govern-
ment-In-Exile, more patriotic and more nationalistic

th&ﬁ the Polee who, desplite persecution, remained in
‘their native land, they did not stave off the ﬁnulanght-
of assimilation. All suooumbed and thelr children

scarcely, if ever, recall their Polieh aneaatry.al

21. ¥.F.Reddaway, ed., The Cambridge History of Poland,
(1657-1035), " 51142k

W.0gelorowakl, Aoh,-Je 'Chaay' w Ameryce, 18-18,

The political Folish tmmigrants simply duplicated
the historical proccss un&argane by the Polish colonial
immigration. '

“In the earlier period of Amerioan
hisgory, these (Polish Catholic parishes,
ehurches, schools) centers have not yet

‘ existed end most of the Folish politi-
cal refugees and exiles in this country
bad to face aingly the first impact
of Americanigation, whioh they could
not withstand. Thelir bigh intellectual
and oultural level equipped them to
enter actively into the Ameriocan com-
munity and even to wield an influence
and prestige in 1t, but at the same
time it e&xposed them &nd thelyr de-
sgendants to & rapid sssimilation.
tyssowski (nine-day dictator iz the un-
successful revolution of 1848 in Cracow,
who came to the U.8. in 1847 apd later was
wade Chief Examiner at the U.8.Patent
Office) 18 as good an illustraiion of
this fact as oan be given... -

Tyssowaki always remained a Folish
patriot, yet his own ohildren spoke ‘
‘3istle Polish even in ohildbood, while
they dropped the language entirely ase
they grew up. The father lamented this

o
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invasion of the Aimerican environment
into hie home and tried to ocheck {%;
he scaroely sneeg%éad and the environ-
ment triumphed.®‘ :

22. Sister Feomisis Rutkowska, "John Tyssowski”, Bulle.

tin of the Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences
ET%IZ%’Q?T%*I.

in Aserics,

C. ECONOMIC IMMIORATION, 1885-.1935.
1. The ¥umber of Poles in the United States,

The mass econounic migration of Poles to America

begen in the years 1870-1871 after the Franco-German

War, and lasted 45 years. It originated in german-Poland.?d

23. XKerol ¥achtl, Polonjs w Ameryce, 55.

The gresat di#ergenee in the statistice of the Polish
immigration to the United Btates, the various methods
of approach and of computing them, should render us
cautious as to theae widely discordant figures,

The approach of Dr. 8tefan Wiloszogewski who makes
a distinction betwecn the *"statistical group” and the
"Sociologioal group” of Poles in Ameriocs serves a
useful purpose. The firet group is termed *"The Ameri-
cans of Polieh Origin® or “The Ameriocans of Folish
Blood® and is found in tine official Gensus Reports
of the United States. It contains *a high coefficient
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of error.* The second includes Poles distinguished by

their ocultural or national eonseiautatna.a‘

34, Dr.3tefan Wiloszczewskl, "The Polish t8ociologiocal
Group' in America® he American Slavic and East
Eurgpean Review, 154 , 4:1483.

The assertion of Ggsiorowski, that the Census e-
numerators &8 & rule were unfriendly towards the Polish
netionality, that they recorded not the information
glven by the enumerated but as thelr own vwhims dic#atn

2B

ed, must be dismisased. The accusation is too

765, W. (geiorowski, gp. cit., 28-39.

general, too sweeping, to be true. Even so, diffiloulties
peraist and with them variations in statistics.
. The Censuses of the United States from 1880-1890

listed persons born in Poland under *All other cauntries“.gs

26, United States, Thirteenth Census of the ited Btates:
1310, Abstract of the §§ncua w%%hﬂﬁhggie&%g?'?b?”}f!i}
| nois, 190. | —

In the 1900 Census a distinction was made between Russian~

German, snd Austrian-Poland, and the total number
(383,407) ;aporttng a8 Poles were distributed respective-
1y tmang>tho three countrieas. The 1&19 Gbneus did not
1ist Foland as a country of birth, the number of

Poles (837,884) however, is computed on the basis of
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mo thex tangua.av Although the statistios for the eountry

27. United States, Thirteenth Census of the United 3tates:
1910, Ibid., 19%. |

of birth of the foreign-born white population by princi-
pal mother tongues for the United States in the 1920

Census claim to be based on postwar ureta,za there 1i»

28. United Htates, Fourteenth Census of the United States,
1930, Vol. 11, Topulation, GHO.

the probability tbat the Eastern boundary of Foland was
considered to be the Curzon line, It 1ie therefore dAiffi.
cult to determine whom the statistics in the 1920

Cenaus 1he1udad among the Fclea.gg The 1920 and 1940

29. W. Og8ioroweki, Ach,~-Te 'Chamy' w Ameryce, 28.

Censuges record the figures for Poland %o be in oon-

formity with her area as of January 1, 1?37.3O

30, United States ﬁigéaenﬁh gansus af the ited States:
840, Fop 1atign: at 21"

1 v~t?“§53’¥uren of the White

We encounter the same difficulties &8s to the number

of Polish immigrants to the U.3. in the Annuel Reports
of the Oommiesioner General of Immigration. From 1857
to 1854 no mention is made of the Poles. They are listed
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in the Reports from 1885-18¢8. From 1899-1905 the Poles
were included in the countries from which they came,

namely Rusaias, Austris and Germany.Sl Since 1899,

31. United States, Annual gort of the Commissioner
General of ;mmi ation, “3g-41.

although among the countries of origin we do not find
Poland, a classification by "Races or Peoples” was intro-

duced,32 Beginning with the fiscal year 1620 Poland 1s

32. United States, Annual Report of the Commissioner
gonerul of Immigra?fen. ,‘p.

listed as a seperate country.®® The 1622 Annual Heport

33. United States, Annual Report of the Commiusioner
General of lmmigrat ionﬁiﬁf_{.‘ﬁm

gives seperate statlstics under Poland for Eastern Qa-
licia and the Pinsk Region (territory east of the Curzon
line), 54 thus giving partly credence to Mr.Ogsiorowski's

‘54, United States, Annual Report of the Gommissioner
General of Immigration, Eﬁﬁﬁ

' § -

appriiaal of the 1820 Census.
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TABLE I. NUMBER OF POLISH IMNIORANTS IN THE UNITED
STATES, 1860-1940.

Yeoar Kumber
1860 | 7,268
1870 14,436
1880 | 48,567
1890 147,440
1900 383,407
1910 937,864
1920 .\ 1,139,979
1930 1,268,583
1940(36) 993, 479

35, United 3tatas, Fifteenth Genaus of the United States:
1950’ Po ulﬂti@n;
6, Un ted ates, 8ix§ean Gennus of the United States:
1940, Population: Nat vit a Parentage of Eha
¥hite qpulation. Country of d?'U rigin of the Forel
Stock, 11,

The statistics on Polish immigrstion ere not only
questionable but also unreliable. The 1510 Census on
Populstion admits that the figures as reported for 1900

"may be an understatement.“sv Many Poles were classified

37. Boited States, Thirteenth Census of the United Statea:
1910, Ibid. 19%.

a8 Germans, Russians, Austrians, In turn, many Jews,
Ruthenians were listed as Poles.

A comparison of American stdtistics with those from
Polish sources accentuates thevvlde discrepancy of
figures on Pollish immigration. Commenting on the 1900

Congua statistics, Rev. W.Krusgka claims that about
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2/6 of the Poles unwittingly gave Rnssia. Germany or
Austria as their country of origin. The figures 383,407,
he asserts, represent only 1/5 of the Poios in America,
the remaining 2/6 constitute the native-dorn, cla;sié}#d
‘as Americans. He thus srrives at the somewhat stsggering
figure of 1,902,370 to be the total foreign Polish

stoek in America in 1800.%8 Stefan Barsszczewski notes

38. Rev.W.Kruszke, Historys Polska w Ameryce, 1:90-92.

"at least" 1,500,000 Poles to be in the U.3. in 1900,39

3¢, Stefan Barsgcgewski, Polacy w Ameryce, 19.

The 1840 Population Census gives 710,166 to be the total
. foreign Polish stock in 1900 {includes foreign-born,

sand native of foreign or mixed parentage.40 Rev. W.

40. gsited States, Sixteenth Census of the United States:
40, Population: Natlivity and Parentage of the

g%;te ?agulamian. Gountry of Origin of the Poreign
o

K,

.

Krusska does not elaborate on the methods of obtaining
theso'ctgtistics, except roi a brief mention, that he
urrzvod st them "by way of private informetion". However,
from the data on the following pages (93-141) it is

-

quite evident that be gathered these figures by sub-
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mitting & questionnaire to the various Polish parishes
and by requesting information from reliable sources such
as the mayors of cities having a large percentage of

Poles.41

41. Rev.W.Kruszka, Historys Polska w Amexryce, 1:93-141.

nr. 3rawleskl guoting Polisb sources maintains
that during the period 1840-1810 from Pornaf province

alone 877,981 migrated to America.4a The Polish En-

43. Or.¥.3yawleski, Eychoditwo Folskie ® 3tanach Zjedno-
egonyon Ameryki, 14. e -

cyclopedie for the same period 1iBts 876,400 Polish immi-

grants from Poznafi =and 628,100 from Western Prussia.43

43. pplish Encyclopedia, 2:138.

Although the Encyclopedia does not #tate whether this
mass movement from Prussian-Poland found its way to the
‘mited Btates, the Dziennik Zjednoozenis, December 1923

asserts that it was direoted entirely towards the Ameri--

can shores .M

44, Dr. M. 3zawleskl, loc.cit.

Agricultural condition® in Qerman-Poland were favor-

able to the development of a future prosperous rural
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populatioh.‘s At the time, however, the peasant class

45. Polish Enqyclgpodia, £:139-140,

was unable to adapt ltself immedistly to the new situation.
Intensification of cultivation which srose after the
agrarian reform, was too costly to compete with Americsan

products. Crisis developed.46 Mass immigration took

*

46. Polish Encyclopedias, 3:48

place having been caught in the vortex of the German
immigfation. The percent therefore of Polish.immigration
trom‘ﬂerman~Poland reflects the peaks and troughs of
Germsn immigration to the U.S. During the years 1871-
1898 the Poles constituted 10 to 20% of the German im-
migration to America.4? !

470 Dr.”.sza‘lea’ki; loc. ci'o

With gresat atrides made in the industrislizstion
of Germany, the ?oliuh immigretion to Americs from the
territory tsken over by Germany during the partition of
Poland, dropped cqnsidorably,uinca the surplus of
1ab§r population in ?elahd was absorbed by Germany
itself, (especially by %estphalis and the Rhineland),

“which now experienced an ucute labor shortage. Even
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after the World War I Germany continued to attrect Polish
seasonal workers and together with France were the chief
countries to whioh the majority of Folish Continental

immigration, permanent as well ss aseascnsl, was directed.48

48. Marjan Q§brawak1, ed., Dziesieciolecle Polskl Odro-
‘dgoney, 1u18-1928, 818-BES.
Wioszczewski Stefan, "The Polish 'Sociclogical Group'
in Americe", The American Slavic and EBast European

The immigration from German-Poland is characterized
as permanent immigration, consisting mainly of families.
During the expropriation efforts made by the German
government in Poznah and West Prussis to deprive the
Poles of their soil, many have aold their properties and
migreted to America with ready cash. The German-Poles
had previous soclial training in the mother-country,
and settled not infrequently on farms. As the vanguard
of the Polish mass 1;migration they were the first to
gain sconomic and cultural beftorment in the U.S.,
whioch singled them out as leaders of the Poles in
America. The pesk year# of thewaermun-Polish immigration
were 1880-1893, after that it never exceeded 8,000 a
year.49

49, Dr.M.Szawleaki, loc. cit.

The mass immigration of Poles from German-Poland
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(52}

had ﬁo sooner been reduced,when that of the Russian-
Poland began. In the years 1890-1882 about 70,000 Foles
from Russian-Poland arrived in América. The majority
were peasants. This unusual upsurge was caused by une
gcrupulous metnods of publicizing and sdvertizing. It
rose in conjunction with the unfortunate Brarzilian im-

wizration f&v&r.ﬁo

H0. Pr. #. Szawleski, Ibid. 15.

Hase inmigration began in 1800 and shared the fate
of the Russian immigsrstion: its decrease and increase.
The peak of Russian immigration was in 1813: 281,040

of which 112,245 were roles.Bl

51. Dr. M. 3zawleski, loc. cit.

A——

The wovernment sua%is;ics on the Russian-Poles are
gquite accurate. Due perhaps to the proportion of the
Jewish imamigranis, statistics of arrival by race or
nationality and religion were cbtained. In the U. 3.
Government statiaties of 1881 and 18%2 Ruasign»?alea are
exprenaly mentioned. From 1893 to 18958 no separate classi-
fication was made. From 1859 definite data on Russo-
Poltan immigration are hzd. The Ametican statistics
of immlgrat;on record 743,438 Polﬁs from Russian-Poland

during the years 1893-1914. More probably the figures
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should reach 900,000 or 28% of the HRussian immigration
to the United States from 1820-1918.9¢ sbout 304 of these

52. Dr.M.Szawleski, Ibid. 15-16.

immigrants later returned to Poland.®3

53. Pollsh Encyclopedia, 2:150.

The agricultural crisis that lasted in Central
Burope from 1880-1900 brought about a parcelling of
estates and the dssire on part of the peasants to
acqﬁlre more land, the necessity of funds for the purchase
finally ceusing migratlons éithar to industrial centers

or else overseas migration.%4

54. Polish Encyclopedis, 3:385.

In comparison with German- and Austrian-~Poland,
Russian-Poland furnished the largest percent of laborers
‘and small town dwellers. For:59

"The Kingdon of Poland (i.e. Russian-
Poland)}, it should be said, had lost the
character of e purely sagricultural
country thirty years eago, (zince 1870),
and induatry had asince become more and
more predominant in its economic life",

55. Polish Encyclopedia, 3:396. \ -
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The m&ase immigration from Austrian-Poland, called
‘QGalicia, developed latest, soquiring momentum in 1900
and reaching ite highest mark in 1810 when immigration
statistics recorded that year 60,675 Polish immigrants
from Austrian-Poland.

The immigration from Austrian-Poland consisted of
peasants, with a slight increase of coumon laborers
and professionals and intellectuals in the last few
years preceding the World War 1.

Austrian-Poland is an agricultural country,
although 1t possesses "all the eonditieba neoessary
for a vigorous economic development." "It might easily
beadoms one of the most industrial and weal thy countries

in Europe.“se

56. Polish Engyclopedia, 3:285-286.

Unfortunately, Galicia was purposely treated as
an Austrian colony, destined to furnish agricultural
products and raw material to the various provinces of
Austria-Hungary in return for manufactured goods. Thus
i{te own industries could not be developed. Customs
policies, tariffs, various government regulations,
powerful trusts were simply intended for the strangu-

latisn of Galician industries.S?

57. Polish Encyclopedia, 3:280-381, 283,
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Even its agricultural system was deplorable. After
the year 1868 when the law prehibiting small subdivision
of land was repealed, the cutting-up éf pesaant graéerty
and holdinge became almost tragic. In 1820 the landed
properties numbered B237,740, in 1902 when mass imni-

gration began, it rose to 1,008,541, almost 100‘;&.58

58. Polish Encyclopedia, 3:249.

The rural populatian‘of galicia i8 very dense. In
1900 those supporting themselves by agriculture numbered
183.9 per square mile, whilst for thé rest of Austria-
Hungery it was 93.2 and 88 for Germany and Denmark. Its

69

soil, ﬁoreover, is not very productive. Yet, about

5a. Polish Encyclopedia, 3:143.

]

half of the agricultural population of Galicia owned
landed property woich did not measure over five acres,
84% owned farms of less than 12.5 acres, not enough to
provide sustenance for the fawmily. To make matters worse,
these holdings were very often scattered over wide areas
in small lote, one peasant holding twenty to thirty sepa-

rate lots,sc Agricultural labor earned at an aversage

80. Polieh Encyolopedia, 3:350
£.d.8alol, pur Siavic Fellow Citizens, 138.
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of 16 to 26 cents & day (in American money) .61

. Polish Encyolo edia, 351345,
Dr.M.3zawles west ja Emigracii w Polsce, 46~4?.

The result was mass emigration. According to Polish
sources 852,790 Poles emigrated from Galicia in the years
1881-1910. ¥oat of this mass migration is permanent,
destined for the U.3.62 American statistics on immi-

62. Polish Encyclopedia, 3:1l44.

gration nﬁmber 694,665 Poles from Austris-Hungery within
the years 1899-1014. Added from previous years, plus

the corrections made in the inaccuracies of these sta-
tiastics prompted M¥r.Szawleskl to place the total number
of immigrents from Austrian-Poland Qt 700,000, About

30% later returned with their esrnings.6d

63. Dr.M.Szawleski, Kwestja Emigracji w Polsce, 50.

The American statistics on fmmigration list 2,122,504
Polish immigrsnts in America from 1851-1918. With duse
corréctiona this figure should emount to 2,200,000,

which again properly distributed would read:%¢

From German-Poland 600,000
o Russian-Poland 00,000
U Austrian-Poland 700,000

64. Dr.H.S:avleski, Kyc hodttvo Polskie w Stanach Zjedno-
czonych Ameer&,
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The enaciment of restrictive legislation after the
#ar effectively reduced the volume of Polish immigration
to the U. 8. The Quota Law of May 26, 1924 limited the

number to 5,982 yearly.®®

85. United dtates, Annual Report of the Commissioner
general of Immipration, 1925, 6.

The Census statistios of the total foreign white
stock whieh includes; 1) foreign-born white; 2) native
white of foreign or mixed parentage rounds out the
nunber of the statistical group of the Poles as follows:

TABLE II. WUMBER OF POLES: FORLIGN-BORN AND BATIVE OF
FOREZIGN CR MIXFD PARZNTAGE, 1300-1840.

Tear ~ Fumber

1800 710,158
1810 1,883,808
1930 2,443,339
1930 (86) 3,342,198
18940 ) 2,805,859

66. United dstates, Sixteenth QOensus of the United States:
ativ

1840, ropulation: ity and Parenta he
¥hite Fepulatlon. Tountry of Origin of fhe Fareign
Stock, 10. - —

The succeeding generations are considered only Ameri-

cans. Some place the total number of Poles in the U. 8.

87

at present about 5,500,000,  while Dr. Stefan Wloszoze-

67. Karol Waohtl, Folonja w Ameryce, 6l.
w. ﬁqaiorowék » OB

i
o . .
A




31

wekl betwveen 7 and 10 million, ineciuding third and

fourth generations.58

é8. mr.ﬂ.3203soza¥§ki; “The Polieh 'Yociological Group!?
in Amerioa? @ American olavic and Zast European
Review, 194%,"&‘{1%""““. == 22

Folish Awerican Participation Committee, &m&récan
golish Participation, Rew York ¥World's Falr, Y,

3. Lack of Intense National Consciousness Among

Immigrant Foles.

There i8 no denying the fact, that the Polish immi-
grants arriving in this country eince 1885 and com-
pr{aing the econowic immigration were devoi& of that
intense Polish nationalism for which they were singled
out in the past decades.

Its growth, development and blossoming took place
here in America.

Buoh already was the shrewd observation made by
Agaton Qiller, member of the Polish government wuring
the 18683 uprising, whoee instructions to the Poles in
America led to the founding of the Polish Rational
Alliance, the largest Polish natlonal organization in
the United 3tates,

| "National consciousness on foreign

soil eprimgs in Lim (the Polish peasant)

spontaneously by realizing the patent

difference in his speech, his custons
and ideat® which set him off from the
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people who surround him. Everything here is
different, so much at variance with what he
has known in the country of his origin.

He regards himself as a stranger and
not underastood by others he will seek out
people, who could underatand him and finds
Poles thet heve come from other districts
in Polend than his own. They understand him,
glve him advice end extend a helping hand.
In their midst he does not feel as though
he werse an orphan forsaken by all. This
heertfelt satisfaction which was evoked in
him by one common lenguage and community
of idess with other Poles, that social well-
being and homelike atmocsphere which he
experiences in thelr compsny, gives birth
to nutional consciousness and to a feolin§
that he is & parcel of the Polish nation."6

€9. 8.0sada, Historja Zwigsku Narcdowego Polskiego,
103. :

.The Polish economic 1ﬁmigration swarming to the
shores of the Unlted States consisted chiefly of
peasants with a sprinkling of unskilled laborers-
townfolks. 70

70. Dr. ¥.Szawleski, _ychadttuo Polskie w Stenach Zjedno-
csonggg Ameryki, 14-15.
Karol Wachtl, Dzieje Zjednoczenla Polskiego Rsymsko-
Ratolickiego # Auer§co
omas and nani ckl, The Poliah Peasant in Eurogo
and Americs, pansim.
E.G. Balch, Qup Slavic Fellow Citisens, passim,
A.C.Tomczak, Poles in Americs,
Dr.Stefan Wioszczewsxi, "The Poliah 'Sociological
~@roup' in America," The Americen Slavic end East
-Buropean Heview, 1945, 4:158-1B8.

-

The KReport of the Commissioner General of Immigration
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for the year 1913, the peak of Polish immigration to
the U.8. 1i8ts the following occupations of the Polish
{nmigrants ;'L

TABLE III. OCCUPATIONS OF IMMIGRANT POLEI ADMITTED I¥
FISCAL YEAR 1913,

Qccupations ¥umber
Profeasional 244
Skilled 8,240
Miscellaneous

Farm Laborers : 823,130

Laborers 19,286

Servants (mostly women) 30,254
¥o occupation (women an< children) 33,367
TOTAL 174,385

71. United States, Annual Report of the Commisgioner
general of Im&igr&tign, E%iS,QEW 69

8ince the first election of kings in 1573 t111 the

partitioning of Poland the nobility{or gentry gained
and held the political ascendenoy in Poland. The
burgesses lost whatever privilegee they had in the
past. Unwise economic policies enaoted by the Diets
brought financial ruin to the citlies. Many towns,
especially the "private towns", wnich belonged to the
lords, lost thelr sutonomous government. The contempt
of the nobllity for tradesmen found expression in the

law forbidding the nobility to exercise a tradc.?a

73. Poliah Enoyclopedis, 1:489.
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W.F.Reddaway, ed., The Cambri History of Poland,
"(1697-1936), 66-87. e

The plight of the peasant was worse. He had no
voice in the government, no representation. Serfdom was
the common lot of the peasant, with all its concomitant
evils and abuses. True, feudalism of the mitigated type
was prevalent, never was the nobility +coldly éruel

toward the peasant, as was the Frenoh or (erman nobility®. 73

73. ¥aclaw Lednicki, Life and Culture of Poland, 153.

Yet, statute or forced labor, the restriction of the
peas&nt‘a right of journeying, made him attached to the

land, & needy and hard pressed laborer, *almost a

74

serf*®. No matter what tue predicament of the ocountry

4. Polish Encyclopedia, 1:490.

may have been at times, no matter what the danger threaten-
tng her very existence, the peasant was never ocalled

or expected to bear arms for the defense of his native
land, simply because this was consil ered synonymous with

the right of frsnchise.75 The peasant's interest there-

75. ¥.F.Reddaway, ed., op. cit., 78

fbre narrowed down to his family and to the sirip of

land whicehle cultivated. The affairs of the State were
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none of his concern. That prilviledge was reétricted and

Jealously guarded by the nobility.

The reforms inaugurated shortly before the dis-
memberment of Poland, notably through the adoption of
the new Constitution, named "The Constitution of the
Third of May," (1791) came too late to stem the tide.
These reforms provided for partisl enfranchisement of
the Surgesses and peasants. Hoyal cities were granted
an sutonomous government and given the right of being
represented in the Diet. The peasants were placed, just
as the nobility, under the protection of the lew. The
scheming enemies of Poland would not allow Qgr to put

thess reforms into practical use.76

76. Polish Encyclopedis, 1:498.

But not even such measuresa intended for the better-
ment of the lot of the burgesses and’the peasants proved
forceful enough to relly these classes to the country's
Cause. The personality of Kosciusgko, hallowed after
his participation in the struggle for American Freedom
afte} which he took up the cause of his own country's
independence, not even hla apprearance in peasant attire
and his proclamation of individual 1liberty of the
peasants, provided they psaid their former landlord |

their debts and taxes, were sable to marshall the masses
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of burgesses and peasants in the struggle for Polish inde-

77

pendence.’’ Only a handful of townsmer and peasants

77. Polish Encyclopedia, 1:498.

took acliive part in the uprisings and fight for the

liberation of Poland. They could not understand, their

civic education was pitifully wanting.78

78. Rev.J.dwastek, ®*What I8 a Polinh American?®*, Bulletin

of the Po%ish ;natitute Arts and Sciences in
AmeTica, o

In 1848 Austria could gtir the tr&ditional hatred

of tha peasant toward his landlord, who was alsays
fdentified with the nobility, into & bloody massacre of
the latter whom the Austrian government suspected of
planning & revolution. In the uprising of 1883 the
Polish peasants in many instanceg captured the'?olﬁah

goldiere and delivered thes to the Russians for & ransom.79

79 . B.0sada, gax ig Kszt&;tow&;a Polska Dusza xzehoditwu
¥ Ameryce,

The hostile attitude of the peasants during the uprising
of 1883 so disillusioned one of its participants, Joseph
Dabroweki, that he laid dovn his arms, emigrated to Rome,
Italy and entered the priaethoadmsg Later, in 1884, he

-

80. 8. Osada, Historjs Zwigzku Narodowego Polskiepo, 512.
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became the founder of the Polish Theological Seminary
‘at Orchard Lake, Michigan. |

During the 150-year loss of political freesdom the
Polish burgesses and peasants shared the political and
socisl fate of given States of which they now formed
part. The emancipation of the psasant took place by
"different methods and at different times in each of

the three occupied parts of Poland." 8l In Germany it

8l1. F. Gross, The Polish Worker, £3.

was accomplished in 1875, in Austrian-Poland in 1848

and in Russisn~Poland in 1864. The latter "was an act

of political strategy in order to steal the thunder from
‘certain groupa that advanced the slogan of emancipation

during the insurrection of 1863,"82

82. F.Gross, The Polish ¥®orker, Z1.

Within 40 years (1865-1905), according to the account
of the Central Committee of the National League wnieh
represented the national parties in Poland in 1605, thse
peasants "became awakened to the national life and begean

to set first steps in civic undertekings'8% The progress

83. 8.0sada, Historla Zwigszku Harodowego Polskiego, 593.

was very slow. Hence the lmmigrant who for economic reasons
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ventured beyond the ocean to the land of plenty, "knew
little af-Palaad.*B* There is no authority on the Polish

84. 8.0sada, Jak Si¢ Kssztaliowala Polska Dusza Wychodftwa
¥ Ameryce, 10.

K. Plgikiewlicz, "Nowy Dom Zwigzku Narodowego PolSkiego

Twierdzy Polskiej My#li Narodowej®, Dziennik Zwigskowy,

May 7, 1938, 31. S

imnigration to America who does8 not reiterate the opinion.
Agaton Giller, member of the secret Polish government
during the 1863 uprising, whose authority therefore on

this score cannot be questioned, describes the peasant

coming to America as one who upon his arriva185

sacquires a consciousness of hig
national oharacter. This seems an un-
explainable phenomenon to those who have
seen the peasant in his native land in-
different to the national duties and una-
ware of hie Polish consciousness. "

85. 8.0sada, Historje zwigziku Narodowego Polskiego, 103.

Waohtl waintains that in the early stages of the Polish
economic immigration no one knew anything about the
Polea, although they have been settled here already in
larger numbers, what is worse, these very immigrants

did not know, they were Poles.as

86. Karol Wachtl, Polonja w Ameryce, 76.

Centuries-long removal from the participation in

national affairs and in national 1ife of their native



39

~ country, the 150-year political subjection to foreignm,
hostile governments prevented the masses of Polish
peasants from developing any national consciousness or
attachment to Poland as a State.
Other factors, no less influential, produced this
strange indifference of the Polish peasant to his
native country. Rev. Waciaw Kruszka, whom no one ¢an
accuse of want of Polieh patriotism, bluntly states:-
“We know, that the important cause,
driving the Polish immigrant to the
shores of America, is the desire to
fmprove one's lot; thus the immigrant,
Journeying across the Atiantic has /
no intention of bringing about the 57\
reastoration of Poland. Hie purpose

is to prog%de for himself ma&terial
welfare.”

87. Rev.W.Kruszka, Historya Folska w Ameryce, 1:51.

This then, was the peasant's all ababrbiug thought
in America. The early appeals therefore of the political
exiles to the masses of Polish immigrants to form as.-
sooiations, organizations witn the purpose of working
for the restoration of Poland's independence, remained A
just appeals, beautiful, patriotic, flovery in style,
and nothing else. The masses did not react favorably,

they did not un&erstund.aa

88, Dr.M.3zewleski, wfc%gﬁétwg_gglsk;g_z'ﬁtanach Zjedno- -
czonych Ameryki, . 7
. rowski, ed., Dzieesigciolecie Folski QOdrodso-
nej, 1918-1938, 813. \
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When the volume of Polish peaaant immigr#tibn grew
to undreamed of proportions, the national patriotic ele-
ménts in Pbland began to look upon it &8 so much loss
of human power that could be utilized &t the opportune

moment in the struggle for the liberation of Polnnd.89

89. 3.08ada, Historya Zwigzku Narodowego Polskiego, 105-106.

The intellectuals, the cultured class, being more n&tion;
alistically conscious and therefére more patriotic,
remained in their native country. Few FPolish intel-
lectuals, outside of the political exiles, emigrated to
the U. 8. This lack of Polish intelligentsia frmm
aoross explains to some extent the &low proceas of
nationalization of the Polish peasant immigrant in
America.

The policy of Russification and Germanization of
the Poles assumed &lafming proportions. Counter measures
were undertaken with relatively favorable results, Fmi-
gration was frowned upon since it weekened the nation
and drained i1t of =o wuch useful labor and human re-
serves to be held back for any future contingency.

Even temporary emigration was viewed with disfavor.

Permanent eumijgration, if not regarded as treason, at

beet wA8 considered & Ynecessary avil'{gﬂ
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'80. Thomas and Znaniecki, op. oit., 3:1484-1485

- During the I Convention of the Polish Ewigrants
in Warsaw, in 19829, Ignace D&szfﬁski, Spesker of the
lLower House (Sejm), made this characteristic remark
about the peasant emigration: -

AThroughout the many deocades we
have condemned emigration: in chains of
newspapers, in mass-meetings, from the
pulpits threats of calamities were fulmi-
nated against the peasant who decdided to
emigrate. Little wonder then, that the
economic emigration of the peasant during
wAny years was, &8 it were, under social
curse, that you were 1o§ked upon as fu-
gitives, as deserters,edl

91. Rada Organizacyjna Polakdw z Zagranicy, Pamigtnik
I-go Zjazdu Polakdw z Zagranicy, BO.

The masses of small town workers, however, continued
to emigrate to the shores of America. Evidently, the
economic causes appeared wore compelling. Abnve all,
these factors revealed anu emphasized the point, that
to the masses a: Poliel immigrants within the economic
imumigration period, “the Polish national ideal has

little meaning."%3

'92. Thomms and Znaniecki, op. oit., 3:1485.
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3. The Catholic Polish Parishes: Churches, Schools.

There are two characteristics which the Polish peasant
immigrant brought with him &6 America: 1) attachment to
the Catholic Faith and 3) association of the Folish
language with his religlon, especially with religious
services. He refused even to settle in localities
where he found no Polish church or no prospects of e-

recting one in the near future.?® fhese two factors

g3. “Historja Parafji Sw. Salomel w Kensington, I11.*
Prreglgd Kgécialnz, 1924, 11:534-525.

ware~ot‘decldéa advantage to the Polish immigrants and
f&cilltated the proéeam of arousing national consclious-
ness. In this the Catholic Folish parishes together
with the Polish Cathollioc clergy played the most im-

portant role. Wachtl thus Sumuarizes the merits of the

Polish cleryy and parizhes;

#The parish in Americsa is the mother
of Folish nationalism (Polonism), first
after our native country. The parish is
the fundamental type of organization of
the Poles in Americe and to this day
continues to be tue mainstiay, the hearth
of all social and nagian&l sctivities
under taken by them.% .

94. Karol Wachtl, Polonja w Ameryce, 85.

Agaton Giller wae not slow in Ackmowledging the

contribution made by the parishes and the Catholio

s

(’“)
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clergy towards the foetering of Polish national idealism
among the Polish immigrants. In fact, he insists that
any national organisation of the Poles in Amerioa would

have to rest on the Polish parilhes.95

95. 3.0sada, Historya Zwigzku Narodowego Polskiego, 106.

The beginning, the development and success of nation-
al, social and politicel activities and 1life among the
roles in the U. 3. follows zore or less the same pattern,
The history of 3t. Adalbert's parish in Ohicago is
typleal in this respect,

¥henever a group of Poles settled in a éiven cow~
munity or locality, they formed & society under the
patronage of & saint whose name later wae tranaferred
unto the c¢church. The society would gather signatures
to a petition presented to the bishop requesting the
peraission to build &2 church &nd that he furnish them
with & Polish priest. The gathering of funds dbegan im-
mediastely. At first a combination: church and school
was constructed under one roof. Or, first the church,
then the school with the indispensable auditorium, the
quarters for the priest, the Nuns-teachers, weresrected.
The more prosperous parishes with years organized their

own Bocisl work, erecting #ocial centers for their

par&uhionars.gﬁ
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96."Historja Parafji Sw. Wojciecha w Chicago, Il1.,

Przeglgd Kod-cielny, 1924, 11:848-860.

The parish church in Amerioca took on for the peasant
immigrant the form of *Poland in miniature*, The sphere
of social contact for the peasant in Poland was very
em&ll, limited to his willage, a nearby county-seat
town (powiatowe miasto), where he, journeyed few times
dguring the year on the big market days, or & town whose
church was known to have a religious shrine, a miraculous
image, to which he would make & pilirimage on festive
days,. Such was thﬁ.limlted knowledge of Folamd had by
the peasant. The Polish lmmigrant fagardnd his parish
in Americe as8 both the religious and community center,

a replica of nis village, his church in Poland and of
2ll the activities associated with them in Lis native
land. Activities of & wider scope, outside of his
parish, interested him very little. "Parochialisnm*,

(paraf jafiszezyzna), as Nr. Osada would have 1t.97

87. 8.0sada, Jak Sig Ksztaltowala Poleka Duszs WychodZtwa
w Ameryce, 48. |

Thowas and Znaniecki therefore refer to the rarish as
the "most important Folish-Amerioan inetitution”, which
theyAanalyze a8 %simply the old primary comsmunity, re-

organized and concentrnted.‘gﬂ Such was the limited
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98. Thomas and Znaniecki, op. oit., 2:1533.

knowledge of Poland had by the peasant.

It seems a8 though coming from across they brought
along with them thelr native village c¢church: with Polish
sermondé, Pollsh aymns, Polish devotions unknown to other
nationalities, i.g. Gorzkie Zale (Lenten devotions),
Kolendy (Christmas Carols), even the Plotrkdéw Ritusl),
reastricted to the FPolish territory, found its way into
the ceresonics and services in the churches., The first
Polish ipmigrants arriving in Texas in 1854 bdbrought a
Oross from their parish ochurch, those lanaing in 1858

nad with them their parish churoh bell,®®

99. Rev.E.J.Dworaczyk, The First Polish Colonies of
America in Texas, 3,

within the limite of these parishes national ideals
grew, Polish l1ife emanated from the parish and began to
assert itself socially, culturally. Political societies
found their support wmainly in the parish. Those who
geined social prominence or rose in the professional -
ranks, doctore, lawyers, etc., were rcferred to as

products of a given parish.laa To the Poles Catholicism

100. *Hintorju Parafji Sw. Wojolecha w Chicago, 111
Prregigd gﬁeielnx, 18734, 11:680.
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and Polish nationalism were synonymoug. ¥hat 18 more,

a non-Catholic was associated imiediately with the aﬁemiea
of Foland, either a German or & Russian, Amateur parish
theatre presented Polish plays, arranged nationsl ocele-
brations which commemorated the important events in the

history of Poland.lO! problems affecting their own inter-

101. Thomas and Znaniecki, op. oit., 3:1583.

eg8ts or nationality, appeals from the native land for
aid in wide-spread aia@aters or in times of violent
persscution by the enemy were acted upon through the
parish unit, %¥hen during the ¥World War I the ¥oles
launched & drive for a $10,000,000 national fund and
immediately after the war sponsored the collection of
food supplies for the hunger-stricken Poland, 90% of
the money anc food thus gathered were contributed |

through the priests and their parishes.loa

102. Rev.lL.Grudzifiski, *Wydzial Barodowy i Stosunek Jego

Do Kleru i Spoleczefisiwa,® Przeglad Kodcielny,
1924, 11:2043.

The salient events around which Polish history
centers itself, helped much to enkindle in the masses
of rolish immigrants national idealism and netional
consciousness. Polish history for the most part reads as

thougn it were Ohurch history, it is almost impossible

-
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to draw the 1ine between the one and the other.l03

103. R.Dunsjeki, “Religje a Nardd*, Prreglad Katolicki,
1929, 4126237 '

Foland's entrance upon the historical scene of Europe
dates with the introduction of Christianity within her
boundaries, %ith the conversion of Lithuania and the en-
suing Union of the two nations, Foland emerges as the
wmostpowerful dtate on the European continent in the
XV and XVI centuries. Its greatest militsry achievements
were associated with religion, v.g. the defeat of the
Knights of the Cross at Grunwald in 1492, the viotory
over the Swedes at Czgstoonowa in 1655, that of Sobleski
over the Turks at Vienna in 1653, her constant war with
the Ottoman Eupire merited for Poland the glorious
title "The Bulwark of Curistianity®. Even the par.
titloning of Poland vas not aevolid of religious character,
for 1t culminated in Hessianioc specul:ition which referred
to Poland as the Christ Crucified of the Kations, whose
suffering and death {loss of independence) was to free
and liberate tine nations of the world.
"Poland was called to the wiesion

of a clhoBen people whose sufferings were

to be the earnest of the nation's resur-

reotion and of the political regeneration

of the universe, which should ensue on

the reparation of the wrong done to Poland.

Tols spiritual nationalism conferred upon

an enslaved nation & sense of herpwn di-

gnity, ennobling and interpreting her suf-
ferings, and giving her confidence in a
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‘better future. Moreover it held its
strong appeal to the inndte patriotism
of the Pole, who saw the country he
loved with a humen love, for which he
pined with the homesickness of the exile,
transfigured into that form of unearthy
beauty, to which his poets gave the hame
of 'Holy Poland'",104

104. ¥%.F.Reddaway, ed., op. cit., 326.

The defeat of the Bolsheviks in 1920 at the Vistule
river occurling on the feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin, August 15, 1s referred to only as the
"Miracle of the Vistula".

. The celebration therefore and commemoration of
any historical event would be incomplete without the
preliminary opening with solemn church services and
appropriate sermon. A certain sscredness was thus added
to the history of Polund. Her glorious past was now
unfolding itself te the Polish immigrant, snd with it,
national idealism, national consciousness rose to un-
precedented heights. To the church, the parish, its
clergy end the Polish parochial school was entrusted
the role not only of spiritual, moral guides, but
also teachers of Poland's history, of her greatness,
they emerged as the creatora‘of national idealism

among the Polish immigrants in America.l08

105. Rev.J.Pacholski, "Zgubna Prasa Polska 1 Jak Je
Przeciwdziazal,” Prsaglgd_&o&cielnz, 19156, 2:81.
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Moat Hev.Blshop E.Kozlowskl, "Postulaty Naszego
Spoiecrefistwa Pod Wzzlgdem Zachowania Wiary fiw,
¥asgego Ludu," %rz&glgd XoScielny, 1915, 2:150.
Rev.¥.Zapala, .y, "Sprawosdanie ke .Sekretarza
Generslnego Zjednoozenis Kaplandw,* Przeglged Ko~

écieinz 1918, 5:ilis.
"Ko cié! i Szkola®, Prreglgd Katoliocki, 1837,

4:108, guoting Kurjer Harodowy.

Rev.¥F.Bolek, *lycie Kulturalne Polakdw w Ameryce,®
Proeglad Eatolicki, 1937, 2:187.

Ht. Zakllkiewioz, "Wyochoditwo Folskie w Stanach
Zjednoczonych i Jego Zagadnienia w Przysszlofei,®
Psmigtnik lfﬁg Zjazdu Polakéw g Zagraniey, 207.

Joze temler, "Wycnowanie Prrzedezzoine i Sgkol-
nictwo Polskle Zegranicy," Pamietnik I-go Ziazdu
Polakbw z Zapranicy, 320.

Kext to the church, the Foles showed greatést con-
cern for the education of their children. Wherever
pos¥ible, the school was ersoted simultaneoudly with
the churech or followed immediately its construction.
The achool's purpose was not only to Impart Christian
education but to acquaint the child with its Polish

‘heritage.lﬁﬁ From its first day im school the child wase

106. Rev.D.3gopinski, "Szkolniotwo Polskie w Stanach

Zjednoczonyech, Przeg%gﬂ Foleko-Amerykafiski,

January-iarch, 1 ’

taught the prayers in Pollish and catechetical in-
struction was given in the same language. In the higher
grades, reading &nd writing in Poliskh, Polish History,
and Polieh Literature foréad part of the grade school
curriculum. To insure this religlous and national edu-

cation the Poles hired the help of the Polish Sister~



hoods, urged them for that purpose to establish or
transfer thair nomes from Poland to Amerioca or else new
Religlious Communities of Sisters were established and
founded, Their members were recruited among the Poles in
America. In 1943 the Polish teaching Sisterhood numbered
4,833 members in cobarge of 553 elementary aehools.1°?

107. Rev.3.Targosz, Polonja Katoliocka w 3tanach Zjedno-
gzonych W Przekroju, 5.

And yet, the patriotic work, not to mention the
religious duties and responsibllities involved, of the
Polish Catholic clergy and the Catholic Church, d1d not
seem enough to the ultra-nationalistically mlnded Poles
in America. The clergy was dubbed ultra-conservative,
wanting in patriotisw, accused even of regarding the
idea)l of & Free Foland a8 an imposaiblility, a dead issue.
The olergy was looked upon as the supporters of the
rositivist School of thought prevalent in Russian-Poland
in the 186¢-¢ and of the Cracow Historical Se¢hool which
maintained that the downfall of Poland was attributable
to the ?olea' own fault, errors and mistakes, that the
rom&ﬁtio entkmaiaan of the past deocades snould give way
to cold logic; not armed uprisings, not military revo-
1utionnry plottings but economic, cultural, national
uplifting of the masses of the Polish people should be
the order of the day and the patriotic duty of every
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Pcle.lﬁa

'108. 8.0sada, Historja Zwigzku Narodowego Polskiego,
W.F .Reddaway, ed., %g.clt., 382 .
¥.lLednioki, Life and Culture of FPoland, 13-38

" t

Ho doubt, the Polish clergy was conservative in all
undertakings in behalf of Foland. Prudence, caution was
their guiding-post. Whether the armed insurrections for
the liberation of Poland brought more good than evil
will remain forever a moot question of history. Any
armed revolt was sulcidal, argued the Nationalists in
Poland_and the bloody suppresaion of the inciplent
revglutionary movement in Ruseian-Poland in }9&5 proved

their oontentian.lﬁg

109. 8.0sada, Jak B Kegtaltowala Polska Dusya Sychodf-

The clergy had no political alignment with any
party in Poland and recelived no directives from them.
Their attention was centered first upon the religilous,
moral care of their parishes. Becondly, the welfare of
their own people: the poor, the uneducated masses
struggling at times against tremendous odds to make
a 1iving and to better their status financlally and
culturally, theae‘problams were of immediate and more
compelling concern to the clergy. Thirdly, the clergy-

men have driven their stakee deeper into the Amerioan
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soil than any American Polee have done. 831 churches,
‘the most outstanding contribution of the Poles in America,

558 elementary echools, 4,832 Sisters-Teachers, 163,513

110

children in schools, parish property valued at

110. Rev. 3. Targosz, op. git., 5.

$68,649,900, oocupied for the most part the attention of
the Polish priests.lll

111. Rev.D.Szopinski, "Notes on Polish Catholic Life in

the United 3tates® Prgeglad Kofcielny, 1824, 11:154.
Rev.F.Bolek, *Zyéic ulturaline ?aIaE@w v Aéeryae",

Przeglad Katolicki, 1937, 2:320, gives $400,000,000
. 8B t%ﬁ value of parish propersy, a figure far too
high.

The priest singled himself out among the Polish
immigrante as the only cultured individual who followed
them to the U. S3. Both by his calling and education,
he became the center not only of the parish itself, but
also of the Polish group or colony whioch clustered around
the parish church. The priest was the gulde and teacher,
the educator of the peogle. Any action, if it did not
originate with the priest, and undertaken by the Americen
Poles, in order to eueceed, muci bave had the support of

thz‘elgrgy.;lz By force of circumstances, therefore, the

112, Kronikarz, "Na Wychodftwie Polskiem w Ameryce PS1-
nocnej,* Przeglgd Polsko-Amerykanski, 19812, 3:95.
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“Znamienne 3lowa Prezasa Wydzialu Narodowego Pol-
skiego,”, Przeglgd XKoSclelny, 1933, 10;439.

F. J.Bucie ewe ., ﬂin¥eligencja wiecka,“
Przeglgd gggliak 1927 2:3.

Polish clergy was sore preoccupied with the interests of
the Polish people in the U.S., than in the struggle for

Foland's independence, although it has not neglected to

support the Polish Cause, quietly and efficiently.

4, Folish National Organizations: The Union

and the Alliance,

S8econd in importance in arousing and sustaining
nation&l consciousness of the Poles in the U.3. are
the various organizations so numerous among the immi-
granta. The Polish clergy and the Polish national organ-
izations were the guiding epirit and regulators not
only of cohesion among the Poles in Amerioa, but also
of their orientation. More than any other forces,
these two are the mainsprings of ethnocentricism of

the Poles.

“%e have formed organisations in
every field of spcial life, in order to
counteract the hostile encroachments upon
our Faith and nationality. There exists the
wonderful divieion of social work: schools,
churches, &sylums, hospitals and the
like - herein lies the aphere of action
of the parish and church socleties, where-
‘a8 politics, all efforts in behalf of our
native land, the education of the adults
in our midat - these constitute the
purpose and duties of a natlonal organti-
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gation, which finds representation in
the powerful FPollish Natlonal Alliance
of America. There remains as yet the
task of regulating and defining the
division of work, of sphere of sction,
to bring together these two agencies
in some sort of agreement - thereby we
should beagmo a2 well established com~
munity."1l

113, Rev.W.Kruszks, Historye Polska w Ameryce, 1:45.

Rev.W.Krusgkat's words of fatherly advice and under-
standing of the soul of the Polish immigrant found
realization among the FPoles in America en1y on rare
occasions. True, the Polish community or Polonia Ameri-
caﬁa was organized along the linéa suggesteé by Rev.,%.
Kruszka. However, the diviasion or distribution of the
work, of the field of action proper to each: the parish
and the nationsl organization, was not always clearly
defined. Much friction, mutual dlstrust marred especially
the early history of the Poles in America.

The socletlies or organizations under study are
those established on & national scsle. Local grouplngs
generally were the‘extenaicn,of those organized on a
national basis, in fact, most of them as such, claimed

membership in the larger groups.

a. History of Founding. :
Two such organizations have been selected for

our study, namely the Polish Roman Cetholic Union of
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Americs and the Pollish Natlonel Allisnce of America. Both
organigatione were formed along the lines described by
Rev,W.Kruszka, the one affillated with the parishes,
gulded and strongly supported by the Rev.Polish clergy,
the other sets no limitations to membership, accepting
all Poles or of Polish descent, irrespective of creed.
Both organization# are the largest in the country, their

membership listing 150,000 for the Unionll4 and over

114. ZJednocszenle Polskie Rzymsko-Katolickie w Ameryoce,
65 Lat Zjednocszenia Polskiego Rrxymsko-Ketolickiejo
W Ameryce, b4-8b.

250,000 for the Polish National Alliance, im 1935.115

115. 2Zwigsek Narodowy Polski, Kalendarz Zwigzkowy, 1935,
48.

Ag far back as 1842 attempts were made to unite the
Poles in the U.3. into one nationsl organization, to
create a superstructure, as it were. kr.0sads makes the
inference, that a;though the number of political refugees
after the 1831 insurrection was substantisl in New York,
they never thought of grouping themselves permsnently in
an organization, regarding thelr stay in America to be
ahort-lived. Everimoment was esarneatly awaited by them
to bring summons {rom across to return with srms and
fight again for.the liberation of Polend. 3Some eight

uneventful years forced them to become accustomed to the
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thought of remaining herepermanently. The forming of the

Assgoiation of Poles in America in 1842 was the result.

'Any immigrant Pole, regardless of status or religious

convictions or denomination could become & member.
Strangely enougi, the Rev. Louis Jegtykowicz figures promi-
nently as its president. Except for the efforts to form
saild national Polish organization, nothing.more is known

of the Association. 116

1186. 3.3sada, Historya Zwigzku Rarodowega Polskiego,
3-4, 7
Rev.¥. Kruszka, op.cit., 4:6-9.

Ten years later (1852) the Democratic Society of
Poliah Exiles in America was formed in Kew York, with

the avowed purpose of taking active part in American

| politics. It was then, the first politioal organization

of the Poles in the U.8. Fothing i8 known of its ac-

tivities, influence, accomplishments, though mention is

made of 1ts exiatence in 1858.117

117. 8.0sada, Historya Zwigzku Narodowego Polskiego, 33.

The formation of the Gmina Polska in Chicago in 1888,
the first Polish political and national society, was of
more permanent duration. To this day it figures promi-
nently as the Gmina Polska No. 1 in the Alliance. Its
structure, aim and purpose, its activities, served as

the pattern according to which the Polish Union and the
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Alliance were formed.lla

118. S.0sads, Ibid., 56.

The need of & national organization of Poles in
Americs which would wunite them in common oause and effort,
which would stress before the American public and the
countries of Europe their numerical etrength, thus
exercise more influence on tue couree of events and pol-
itics in the U.8,., at the same time one which would
work for their own betterment, uplift and seourity, for
the preaervation of Folish culture, which would prevent
complete assimilation to the point of even forgetting
their national heritage, was voiced now more freguently
and urgently, especisally with the establishment of the

Polish press.llg

119; 3.0‘&6.&, Ibidi, 39, 4’3"“550

The above demand voiced so strongly around the year
1870 finally took shape in 1873 with the appeal issued
by Rev. Theodora Gieryk, pastor in Detroit, Mich. Ae a
reeult, the Polish Roman Catholic Union was organized,

the oldest Polish national organization in the a.B.lgO

130. Karol Wachtl, Dzieje ednogzenia Polskiego Rzymsko-
Katolickiego W Anerxc%%"ﬁﬁfgs. '

In 1875 Rev, T. Gleryk left the ranks of the organization
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to which he gave origin, because it refused to abide by
‘his demand that the Union aaaepé as members all Poles,
without regard to creed or religious affilietion. Polish
nationality was to be the only ﬁQQuirement for member-
ship. This caused a rift in the Union and inaction until
1880 when a few months after the foundiﬁg of the Alliance
it was re-inasctivated, or as Mr.0sade would want us to
believe, it was biought back to 1ife. The latter expla-
netion would givé the Alliance the distinction of being
the first and the oldest national organization of the
Poles in America in sxistence today. 121

121. 5.0sada, Historya Zwigzku Narodowego Polskiego,
see footnote 143.

Providentially, Rev.Gleryk's request was rejected
at the Union's 1I Convention held in Milwaukee in 1875.
Years later when the liberal and at times antagonistic
elements in the Allisnce waged bitter war against the
clergy, the Union served ss checkmate on its powerful
competitor. |

The aims which Rev.T.Gieryk set forth for the
proposed natlonael organizetion, the Unlon, not only
attest to his comprehensive understanding of the masses
of Polish immigratlion of his tiﬁe; but also of its
urgent needs, its betterment, thaj prove his insight into
the future of the Polish immigrant in America. These
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sims read: 1) the ofcctibn of schools of higher learning;
'2) the establishment of & cantr;l Polish bank for the
U.S.; 3) the founding of a Sisters' Convent for the
training of their teaching faculty; 4) the eatablishmont

| of a pedagogical seminsry, of libraries and of a Polish
hospital. 122 |

122. 8.0sada, Ibid., 656.

Karol wachtI, Dzieje Zjednoosenia Polsklego Raxgako-
Katolickiego w Ameryce,

The Union upon its founding proposed to unite local
Catholic socletiss which adjoined the parish into one
cehtral orgenizatlion for the upkeep and the.raatering
of the Catholic Faith and national spirit among the Poles
in America, for the defense of Polish youth before the
onslaughts of denationalisgation, for the founding, care

and improvement of Folish schools.l€3 In its inciplemt

123. Karol W&Ohtl, Ibidc, 78,

stage the Union was an 1deoclogical organizetion.
In the year 1879 Agaton Glller, member of the Nationél
Pollish government during the uprising of 1861-1864,12%

124. 8.0sada, Historys Zwigszku Hirndowegg Polskiego, IX.

iasued a letter addressed to the Poles of Americsa, in-

titled: "The Organization of Polea in America.” Im it



he/gtrongly urges the Poles in the United Statga,
nu&baring 500,000 at the time acoording to the Polish
‘press, to unite in one powerful organization in order

to promote the Cause of Poland, especlally that of the
restoration of her indeﬁendence. Among the many aims of
the proposed organization he mentions the following: the
revitalization of the masses of Polish immigrants with
the FPolish national epirit, the checking of the losses
among the Foles who no longer feel attachment either to
their Fatherland or their native language, the prospects
of exerting greater influence on American political life
through the medium of a nation-wide union of the Poles,
greater opportunity for their own betterment obtained
}through concerted action, the possibility of serving as

8 medium of exchange for Polish and Ametioanbeulture.lgﬁ

125. S. Osada, Ibid., 103,104.

The appeal found echo &mong & group of Polish po-
litioal exiles in Philadelphia. It gave birth to the
National Polish Alliance on February 14, 1880. The
Alliance in the first address to the Poles in America
urging them to join its ranks, boldly asserts that:
"“National Polish blood boils in oux'veina and in

vain would any of us strive to rid himself of nis

nationality.'lze
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126. 8.0sada, Ibid., 120.

Henceforth the Allisnce aasumed the duty and‘rale of

& guardian and safekeeper of the very nationsl life of
the Poles in America. Its insiastance on leadership
among the Polish peogle in the U.S. has been the bane
at times and drawback in the many great achlevements
and contributions the Alllance made not only to Poland
but to its members as well. No impartial student can

deny its great merits,l27

127. C.H.Midowicz, "The Polish National Alliance of the
.- United States of North Amerioca,"Bolend; 1927, 8:
457, 520, 5856.

b. Nature and activities of the Polish
Netionsl Orgsnizations.

In studying the structure, the functioning
and the work of both the Union and the Allisnce, one is
struck with thelr similarity, almost ildentity. They seem
to run parralel along many lines.

| Both resemble a aupéerstructure, ﬁambefuhip is

granted not to individuals, but to societies. The Union
and the Alliance is an artlliatiqn of local groups.
When’applyiﬁg for membership the local group is given
a number, in turn it may join with other groups to com- ~

prise districts called OSADA by the Union and GMINA by
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the Alliance. The General Convention (Diet) 1s the
supreme governing body, where laws are enacted, reso-
lutiona sdopted, administrative offlicers are elected
who remain responsiblo to it and at esch conventien
must give an account of their sdministration. It is
slso the tribunal of last appeal. In the interim,
between the holding of the genersal conventions the ad-
ministrative offlcers are: the president, vice-president,
secretary, treasurer end bosrd of directors. The Union
in sddition hss its national chaplain, the Allience
its censor.

. The Union as well as thé Alllance may be termed
lerge insurance assoclations. To be sure, both were
established as ideological organisations, especlally
the Union, for the Alliance in 1ts very initial stages

sppeared with a plan for 1ife insurance of 1ts memberm.l28

128. 8.0ssada. Historys Zwigsku Narodowego Polaklego, 149,

The Union adopted this plen in 1886, thirteen years
after its founding. Depending upon the events of nationsl
importande 6r lack of same, the one or the other elsment,
ideological or material, prevalled at times in these
organizstions.

The early Polish organigzations ﬁreceding the Union
end the Alllance, with only ideological aims, found no
favor with the Polich immigrant. This 1s not surprizing.
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Since 18685 t1ll the enactment of lmmigration restrictions,
i.e. till the pasn#ga of the Quoi; Bill in 1924, the
mugses of Polish immigrants wmade up the economic ilmmi-
gration to the U.8. The early vanguard of Polish immi-
grante settling in Panna Marja, Czestochowa Texas, in

- Polonia, Hilwaukee ¥Wisconsin, Chicago were a trickle

of the economio ilmmigration that was to swell with years
into a mighty torrent carrying with itself to our shores

hundreds of thousand Folish 1mmigrants.139

129. Rev.f J.Dvoruasyk he Pirst Polish Colonies of
&ggr ce Texas
ev. .Xrusz23 &astgrza Eoluka w égarxce, 1:71-72

The wass immisration of Poles to America wae prompted
by economlc reasons or conditions prevailing in their
homelﬁnd. Intent on bettering their economic status,
they responded favorably to plans and schemes which
promised improvement of tuelir lot. The greatest percentage
of volish flmmigrants to America waes uniformly within
the age group of 34-4Y throughout the past 5O years.

The most productive years of life and therefore most
sought for by the great industries in large oities.

The imulgrant realized that with progressing age his
physiosl strength would begin to wane rapidly because
of acoelerated exhaustion brought about by unskilled
labor, mostly hard snd heavy work, Acclidents also found

most victime &mong unskilled laborers.



*This great army of labor, in whioch
the Poles play &an important role, has won
for this nation the first place in the
industrial life of the world. Only by
neand of their humble but indispensable
qualities, because of their sweat and
Pitanic work, could this country achieve
such an unprecedented level of prosperity
and might. And not only because of that -
this great ammy of peaceful fighters has
actually paid with 1ts own blood for the
coumfort and higher standard of living in
this country. In 19356, 10,537 men died
a8 & result of industrial accidentse....
The number of men killed in the mzines
alone during the period 18906-1925 was
over 49 ggo. ¥uch of this was Polish
blood.*

130. T.Hoinko, “The Folish CQontridbution to America,"
_Poland, 1938, 9:700.

Any appeal to this mass of Polish ianmigrant-
laborers to form organizations, to establish clubs,
societies muet, by foroce of circumstances, offer some
ecénam;c advantage to prove successful.

Even local parish socleties held out some small
and at times insignificant prospedts of material securi-
ty to its members or their families in case of death
or &ccoident. The large organisations, like the Union
or the Allisnce, thus found the ground prepared for
the inauguration of life insurance plans which later
developed withyears, brought income and prosperity to
the #Skoeiationn and millione to their treasuries. It

also gave them power and influence commensurate with

their financial suoccess.
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Only when the religious needs in the parishes and
‘eoonomle seourity in case of acétd@nt, old age and death
were met: "The Scolal Structure called Polonia* (the
ethnic group) was already ocompleted on the outside.

There remained the "interlor decorating® the establisning

of soclal and political olubs, ete.lsl Its foremost ad-

131. ﬁ.w}aazaga;akx, "The Polish 'S8ociological Group’ in
America," The American Slavic and East European
Reviar,’lgzg, 3:147. e -

vantage, however, oannot be overlooked. The life and
scoident insurance with whioch the Union and the Alliance -
could provide its members was the drawing force that
awelied its ranks. According to Hcv.S.A.Ioiek133 the

132. Rev.S8.A.Iciek, Swiatla 1 Cienie, 139.

organizations' insurance policles account for 9% of
their members. Only then were the Union and the Alliance
able to put into 1ife and realize their program of
fostering among the immigrants the national Polish spirit,
of educating them and successfully defending the Poles'®
local interests.

Hot only the ideals, the aim, the structure, the
rnature and functione of the Union and the Alliance are

similar, if not identical, but thelr activities differed
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little, perhaps only in the iniensity and atreasilaid
upon one or the other program of aotion sponsored by

either the Union or the allianoo.133

133. The following is a list of similar or identical
. activities sponsored by the Union and the Al-
liance:

Care of the Polish imaigrants cowming to our ,
shores. For the Alliance, see 8.0sada, Historya
Zwigzku Narodowego Polekiego, 153,156,331 an
Zwligzek Karodowy Polski, endare Zwigzlkowy,
1935, 48. For the Union, 8ee K.Wachtl, Dzieje

Zjednoczenla Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego W

Ameryce, 87.

The founding of &n immigrant's home. For the Al-
lisnce, see 8.0sada, op. ¢it., 162, 167, 186, 319.
For the Union, eee K.%achtl, op. ¢it., 120, 153.

Plans for the colonization or distribution of
Foles on farme, For the Alliance, see 3. Osada,
op. eit., 308, 461, 468, 553. For the Union, see
. wachtl, op.- eit., 151, 330, 247.

The furnishin

¥ of scholarship to foster higher
education amony the Poles in America. For the
Alliance, see 3.0sada, gp. oit., 534 and Zwigszek
Narodowy Poleki, Kalendar %v%&zko;z, 1935, 48.
gor %hekgniogé se% deﬂnoozenie Polsiia Rzgmsko~
(atolickie, 65 Lat Zjednoozenia Polskiego Rzym-
ska-xatolickieggfgfhmer ce, 1873-1948, %%.

“The establisuing of ?o{ish iIibraries and Polish
Museums. For the Alliance, see 3.0sada, Historya
Zwlgzku Narodowego Polsklego, 232-333, 380-361.
For the Union, eee K.¥achtl, op. cit., 231 and

zjednoczenie Polskie Rzymsko-Katolickie, 65 Lat
Zjednoczenia FPolskiezo Rzymsko-Katolickiego W

Ameryce, bH-82.

The organizing of Polish 3aouts and Polish Youth
called Youth Hection. For the Alliance, gee
Zwigzek Narodowy Folski, Kalendarz Zwigzkow
19423, 66. For the Unicn: ses Lje nocgenle Polskie
Rzymsko~-Katolickie w Ameryce, 85 Lat Zjednocze-

nia Polskiego Reymsko-Katolickiezo w Ameryce,
g0-98. —

There 18 no activity, no undertaking initiated by
the Union which was not duplicated by the Alliance,‘and

vice versa. This competition at certain stages, 8-
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pecially in the formative years of these organizations
waa bitter, sporadically unaeru§u10u3 in method.

There 18 one element that sharply defines the Union
from the Allisnce. The Union consists of societies or
asgocintions religioue in charsoter, with the parish as
thelr wainstay and nucleus. Tws conditions are essential
to membership in the Union; namely, it 18 open to all

Foles or to those of Polish extraction Who in addition
muet prdfess the Roman Catholic raith: The Union there-
fore is a Polish-Catholic organization end finde ite
purpose well symbolized in the motto: "For God and

cougtry.'ls‘

134. K.%Wachtl, Dzieje Zjednoozenia Polskiego Rzymsko-
Katolickiego E‘Kﬁerxce, . )

The Alliance dispenses with the demand thst ite
members belong to the Roman Cetholic Church. All Poles
of Americans of Polish descent may beoome members irre-

spective of religiocus, denominational axfiliation.lsﬁ

135, Zwigzek Nurodowy Poleki, Konstytucia, Prawa, Repuly
1 Przegtaz, 1931, 14. ' ,
3.08ada, Historya Zwigzku Narodowego Polskiego, X.

The Alliance from its very beginning insisted on the
farthest reaching tolerance in religious matters, which

in the eyes of the Polish clergy was synonymous with
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liberalism, religlious indiffercntism, Bitter denunciatione

ensued. The clergy accused the Alliance, especially its

138

officers of being Masons, of sowing religious indiffer-

136. 3.0suda, Historya Zwigzku Narodowego Folskiego, 157.

ence among the Catholies. It refused to officiate at
the religlious services marking the opening of the Al-
lianoce's conventions.137 The fight in 1i8 most bitterly

137. 8.08uda, Ibid., 813.

contested stages was led by Father Vinocent Burzyfiski,
the most powerful and influential leader of Ehe Poles
in his days in Chicago. Backed by the Resurrectionist
Fathers, a religious community of men of which Father
Purzyfekl was a member, and by the Dziennik Chicagoski,
{Ohiocaro Daily), which since 1ts beginning till this
day wae the best published Polish daily in the U. 8.,
Father Barzyfiski proved himself an even match to the

Alliance by strongly backing the Union.1S38

138. 8.0sada, Ibid., 277.

The Alliance did not remain neutral. It retaliated
in kina end often outdid its opponﬁats, scorningly term-
ing them: Clericals, fanatics, etec. ¥r. Osada's History -

of the volish ¥ational Alliance, brilliantly written from
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original sources, lowers somewhat its historicsl and 1i-
~ terary velue, precisely by 1njo§t1ng into 1ts narrative
the antagonism betwsen the clergy snd the Allliance, which
sometimes leads him to absurd childish conclusiaha, VeEe

identifying the clergy with the so-called "Targowica"l39

139. S.0sada, Ibid., 283,324.

or traitors of Poland, condemning whet Mr.Osads calls the
"extreme international clericalism," yet later on justi-
fying the egqually "extreme Socialists'" admission into
~ the Alliance.140 "polish Soqialism®, Mr.0sada nuively

asserts, "mitigsted somewhat i{ts original tone", 141

140 and 141. S.0sada, Ibld., 282, 431 and 411.

It is difficult to reconcile this statement with the
report on the sctivities of the Soclalists listed on
pages 417, 5560-5561, 586-587. |

The misgivings which the Catholic clergy hed of
the Allisnce were not totally unfounded. Among the first
members of the Alliance were political refugees from
Poland after the abortive insurrections snd s sprinkling
of the cultured Poles, the intelligentsis. These, were
known for thelr indifferentism to the Catholic religion,
in faet, we have seen that the children of some have

not only lost their Polish natlionalism, but their Faith

as well. The Polish clergy was anxious therefore orgen-
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izing the Poles along the pariab lines, the Alliance
~along national or community lines, with communal or
ethnio looal group® as tue nuclei. In both instances,
the purpose was to unite not individual Foles, but the
various societies into one central body, representing
all the Foles in the U.8. The Union a8 well as the Al-~
lisnce is therefore an asspciation of associations.

The Alliance always boastingly asserted to be the
only national, political Polish organization in the

U, all other are denominational. Accordingly,

143. 8.0sads, Ibid., 364, 458.

it claimed for itself the exclusive leadership in all
matterse of political nature and importance sffecting
the Poles in America, & clalm which it has not re-
linguished to this day.

*Until now the Polish National Al-~
liance considered itself the only poli-
tical FPolish organizution entitled by
tradition to undertske suoch action (to
act and speak in the name of all the

' Poles in America) and it h;g gaithfully
adhered to this principle.® 4

143. 8.0sada, Ibid., 479.

Not all the Poles in America concurred with the

Alliahoe'a claims.

In all justice it must be sald, that the Alliance,

though at times in opposition to the Folish Catholic
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olergy, never officially attacked the Oatholic’religion.
On the contrary, it conducted itself favorably towards
the Catiholic Churech. Mr. Giller, the "Father of the
National Folish Alliance®, in his letter to the Poles of
Amerioa which gave 1lmpetus to the forming of the Alliance,
openly avows that the proposed national organization

must rest upon the parishea.144 The first Constitution

144. S.0sada, Ibid., 106.

of the Alliance {of 1880), states that

*since the Roman Catholic Faith 1is
professed by the majority of the Polish
nation, we therefore consider it our duty
to guarantee it our respect, never zélowing
to violate its rights and tenets.l

145. S.08ada, Jbid., 151.

1t even provided that in case any ohurch society belonging
to the Alliance should appeal to the organization for
funds needed for the eresotion of a church, the Central

Administration will -issue a loan for that purpose.145

148. 8.0sada, Ibid., 337.

A study of the various groups which form part of the
National Polish Alliance discloses that practiocally

all these local organizations huve_eentributed sub-
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stantieally to the Catholic Church of their community.1‘7-

147. 8.0sada, Ibid., 639-744.

For 1ts justification (!) in doing so, the Alliance
replied that the Catholic Church i8 not only & temple
of God, but also of devotion to Poland.l48 1Thie

148. 8.0sads, Ibid., 175.

i8 made possible by the clause in the Conetitution which
guarantees freedom and autonomy to the loocal grdupa, its

memb@ra.l‘g The National Conventions of the Alliance

148. 8.0sada, Ibid., 15:3.

have voted financial aid to the Polish Catholic Theo-

logioal Seminary at Orchard Lake, ¥ich., and to other

150 3,

Catholic schooles of higher learning. these contri-

1650. 8.0sada, Ibid., 373, 333, 371.

butions have been made at the time when the struggle
{1880-1905) for the guidance, or 1f one prefers, for the
contrel of the Polohia Americane was most bitter,

The national conventions of the Alliance were

opened with Catholic services. Many of the groups com-
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prising the Alliance were formed by Catholic prieatalsl

151. 3.0eada, Ibid., 645,656.

and very many are local church societies at the same time.
In 1886 a number of priests formed a society for the
purpose, among other aiwe, of giving support to the Al-
liance. In the Alliance's formative years, the prieata
wvere active in its behalf. Hany took part in the national
convention at &t. Paul, ¥inn. in 18487. Two years later,
however, at the convention in Buffalo, the priests-
delegates proposed an amendment to the Constitution
barring all Jews and irreligionists from the Alliance.
When the amendment was rejected, the priests severed
their relstions with the Alliance. Since then it became
s national lay organization of all who claim Polish

deseent.lﬁa

182. 3.0sada, Ibid., 368, 280-304.

Such was the exterior structure of the Polonia Ameri-
cana organized on a national scale with the parish and
l1o0al communities as the vasis and foundation. Both these
forces answered the Polish people's most urgent need:
of réligion and aconem;é security, both contributed
their share towards ﬁha.natiaual orientation of the -

Poles in America. Individuals not bhaving affiliation
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with eny group or society, were influenced nevertheless
by the large groups that successfully organized the |
social and political life on a nationsl scale, Going
contrary to the will of the majority or tho~0rgnnlzed
Polonia Americana, ment ostracism df relinquishing

Polish cultural l1life,
¢ The Organizations' HKational Orientation.

The Polish national organiszations in the U.8,
menifest & threefold orientatién in the first period
of the Polish economic immigration, from 1873-1¢19,
that is from the founding of the organizations till
the ehd of the World War I: 1) towards Poland,

2) tbwards the U.3., 3} towards the Poles in the U.S.
The entire life end activities of the Polish people in
Americe centered themselves around these three

factors and In turn were motivated and moulded by
them.

1) Orientation Towards Poland.

The orientation foatered by the large
Polish national organizations during the first period
of economic immigration (1873-1919) had one all-ab-
aorbipg thought ahd motive, that }; best‘axpreaaed by
the slogan: ALL OUT FOR POLAND. It overshadowed all
other concerted action, all other motives, it colored

the attitude and orisntstlon of tps Poles here toward
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America and even defined policies that shaped their own
lives on the American Continent. |

Those who conceived the plan of organizing the
Poles in America on & national scale, whether in the
Union or in the Alliance were cultured individuals, the.
intelligentsia, political exiles, many of whom took
active part in the tnsurrections and fight for freedom
and independence of their native land. 153 These events

153. S.0sada, Jak S1g Ksztaitowala Polska Dusza ¥ychoditws
! Amer ce, IO" » ) .

. : to
were too recent to be easely forgotten or notkgxarcimn

influence upon their lives and undertakings. Their one
consuming embition, the liberation of Poland, the re-
storation of her independence found its way into the
very articles of the constitutions of the organizations

which they founded.l54

154. 5.0sada, Historye Zwigrku Harodowego Polsklego,
123, 126.

E.%achtl, Dzleje Ziednoczenia Polakiego Reyms ko~
Katoliekia;g.! Imﬁg ce, 7D, r &2

The 1life and accident insurance which were hsd by
all large Polish national organizations aaried the
purpobd not only of rendering eccnniic sacurity of the
Polish immigrant more certain and possible, but in sd-~

dition played the role of inducement and incentive
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through which the process of inculoating in the masses
of Polish immigrants the spirit Qf Folish nationalism
and patriotism was achieved. To arouse that national
spirit, to foster it, to direct it towards the liber-
ation of Poland, that was the goal set by the national
Polish organizations in the firat fifty years of their
existence, Having, as it were, sold the masses of Polish
imuigrants on the idea of 1life and &ceidént insurance,
these organizations proceeded systematically to sell
them on the iﬁaa; of working toward the liberation and
freedom of Poland.

The process of arousing the dorm&nt patriotism of
tpe Po1ea, their attachment to the native 1856, carried
on Bp successfully by the Poliah Catholic parishes and
Polish schiools in the U, 8. was deepsned and broadened
by the Polish nsational organizations. The means and
methods used by the local parishes and the national
organizations were practically the same, except that
the latter could operate on & wider scale, ococuld carry
added weight and power of united, concerted action,
and therefore could give it greater importance and
value.

'Tis true, that at the beginning the common people
comprising the Folish economic imamigration could not be
drawn t0 the ideal of the Polish political exiles "to
fight for roland® when the opportune time arrives,

A span of almost fifty years was necessary to raise
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the pasriotism of the Poles in America to such heights.

In the meantime, year after year, tiey were becoming ac-
‘qnatntéd with the glorious past of Poland, with its
culture, with ite contribution to the world, but especial-
ly with the injustice committed upon her through the

three partitions. The uprisings of 1831 and 1882, the
Constitution of the Third of May, were days never passed
vithout & commemorative celebration arranged by the

various organizatiana.lss The speeches, addresses, etc.

166. 8.0sada, Historya Zwlgzku ¥arouowego Polsklego,
181, 234, 310.
K.%achti, ineie Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rgzymeko-
Ty06, 337-B66.

Katolickiezo W Ame

—~—

on iﬁch occagions, bitterly &enounpeﬁ the enemies of
Poland, oondemned the persecution of the ?olea in their
native land for their language, their religion etc., in-
stilled pride in the Poles because of their descent,
brought to their minds historical events, of which

they were not aware even in their own native land,
before migrating to America.

The thought of the injuatice committed on Poland, for
despoiling her of her freedom and liberty was constantly
impressed uporn the mind of the Poles. Hardly any
convention of the large organizations was held without
a stirring patriotic resolution being passed. It was
here that the Pole felt himself not‘the despised,
pushed-around immigrant, dbut strong, influential, to
‘be reckoned with, a feeling which only & well-organized
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group can give. Never was it better seen and emphasized
than in 1883 when during the Chicagoc World's Fair the
Poles over 10,000 strong staged a huge parsde and cele-~
brated

in grand fashion the first so-
called 'Polish Day' thet Chicego hss
ever seen. It was the forerunner of the
present annual Folish Day, an event which
each year grows more elaborate and im-
posing."16

166. A.C.Tomczak, Poles in Chica'o Their Contribution
to a Centur gi Frogresa, .
S.0seda, Historyas Zwigzku Narodowego Polskiego,
3’73"381 .

The large orgsnizations held their hand on the
pulse of national events here and in Foland ss well
as on international affairs and could 1mmediatly gilve
their apprdval or denunciation backed by their thousand
and hundred thousand members. With the growth of these
organizations their power increased to such proportions,
that they were to be reckoned with by all, especlally
their political foes. Of such nature was the protest
sent to the American Government in Washington against
the ratification of treaty with Russia regulating the
extradition of criminsls. In 1895 the Poles démanded an
amendment to the treaty to exempt political exiles and
refugees, whose extradition as criminals, the Russian

government could demand.l57 Joint resolutions were
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167. S.0sada, Historys Zwigsku Narodowego Polskiego, 434.

passed in 1502 by the large organizations against th§
bloody beating of the Polish children in the village of
¥rzefnis by the German teachers for the refusal to say

their prayers in the German language.l®8 When the Tsar

. 1583 8-08‘&!, Ibido » 534"5410
Zjednoczenie Polskle Rzymsko-kKstolickie, 65 Lat

———t—

Zjednoczenis Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolicklego w

Ame!:! O, m

of Russie called a Peace Confersnce st the Hague in 1869,
the Poles in Amsrica presented a memorandum tc the con-
vening nations, reminding them thet "Polsnd iz not yet
dead," and demanding the restoration of her political
11fe.168 '

159. 8. Osada, Historys Zwigsku Nerodowego Polskieeg, 479,

K.Wschtl, Dzieje Zjednoczenia Polskiego Reymsko-
Katollickiego w Ameryce, -288.

The speeches and addresses during the many Polish
national celebrations, the many apﬁeéla end protests to
the world sgainst the injustice done to Poland, the many
reseiutions to that effect passed Dy the nstionsl con-
ventiﬁna of these large orgiuizationa, did not producs

-

the desired results with those for whom they were in-
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tended. The Poles in America during tiis period were

not looked upon ae a group wielding influence or politi-
cal power. Nevertheless, these appeals, resolutions and
protests served thairblimitad purpose. They were highly
educational in acquainting the Poles not only with their
glarioué past, but also with their present national
tragedy, they stirred the Polish national spirit and
knitted firmly the Polish ranks. ’

Action generally followed or accompanied the ap-
peals, resolutions and demands. And here lmmedlately
oomes to the fore very plainly the cleavage, the differ-
ent course followed by.tbe organigations hcl?ing sway
ovéf the Polish people in America: the "national®, the
"liberal-national® Polish Allianoe on the one hand and
the ®"conservatived, the "denominational-patriotio®
Polish Roman Catholic {Union with the Catholie clergy'
on the other.160

160. 8.0sada, Jak ;i Ksztaltowala Polska gusza Hzohodz~
tyd w Amur Q

?’"E?Tz"?é ggj 4 &gegxoe 1861.

The ;llianoe was the more ideal, more extreme and
daring, more nationalistioc. The Union together with the
Catholic clergy waﬁ often critioisgﬁ for being too con-
aervutivc, more realistic, less patriotioc.

~ The Alliance was founded by political exiles,
patriots, who instilled into their brain-child that
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intense love for Poland, for her freedom, her glory

and grandeur. "To live and to dis for Poland® was their
watohword. It 18 not surprising then to hear Julius An-~
drzejkiewlcz, censor of the Alllance, declare in a piu
triotic speech delivered in 1882 at West Point at the
foot of Kofciusgko's monument, two years after the es-
tablishment of the Alliance: “¥We must have Poland always
in our minas,'&nd those who can, let them return to
their native land. Eot here, but over there lies our

country.*161

161. 8.0sada, Historya Zwisrku Karodo¥ego Folskiego, 194.

Heralded as a political, non-denominational organ-
ization, the Alliance at first made contacts, later
developed an understanding and even entered into politi-
cal cooperation with similar organizations, groups in
exile, mostly in S8witzerland, which claimed either to
be the Polish Government-in-fxile, or representatives
of the politiocal parties and socleties in Polsnd *arking
for her independence. \ |

The men gulding the destiny of the Alliance in 1ts
early decades of existence, men known to be very nation-
alistically inclined, were convinoed that the boiling
cauldron of Kiddle Europe ise bound to overflow and spill

itself in an armed conflict over the European Continent.
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The oﬁportune moment would then arrive to strike and
rise in arms for the freedom or‘?oland. How, they
.reusoned, is the time to prepare for that oncoming eveﬁt.
Accordingly, the watchword: *active defense® beoame the
guiding principle of the Poles in America aaéspoliated
with the Polish National Alliance. The *active defense®
at first found its realization in the establishment of

a National Treasury (3kardb ﬁarodauy).lsa

162, 8.0sada, Jak Sig Ksztaltowala Polska Dusza Wychodf-
twa w Ameryce, 13. ,
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~ 8Bigismund Hilkowski, ex-soldiﬁr,l e novelist and

183. 8.0sada, Historys Zwigzku Rarodowego Polskiego,
- 414-418. o

political exile 1iving in Switzerland where he was looked
upon a8 the gulding spirit of all political action under.
taken at thne time for the liberation of Poland, was the
author of a brochure published in Paris in 1887 outlining
his political Credo, whioh wae accepted by all Poles in

exile working for Poland's 1ndepandanee.184 In it, the

164, 8.0sada, Jak Eif Ksztaltowala Polska Duaza Wychod$-
- 3wa w Ameryce, . e

principles of active defense and the purpose of the

National Treasury were outlined. The Alliance that same
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year bégan agitating in behalf of the Eational Treasury.
After a bitter contest, the Allimnce in 1887 through its

| Central Administration and later on at the national
convention in Qleveland in 1885 gave its approval and
declared itself the Rational Treasury's official repre-
sentative for America. The contributione received from
its members were sent to the Headquarters of the Treasury
attached to the National Polish Museum At Rappersville,

Swi tzeriand,lt®

165. S$.0sada, Historys Zwigzku Rarodowego FPolskiego,
253, 430.

“The Allianée made every effort to contaot various
Polish,organizatiana in exile, especially in France
and 8Switzerland and to cogperate with them in efforts
toward the liberation of Poland, in every political
movement that would arouse the national sepirit in
Poland and the faith in her restoration. In 1885 the
Alliance officially declared its aoccess to the *jl-
liance of roles in Exile.*168 1pn 1901 1t offered co-

186. 8.0sada, Ibid., 340.

opsrﬁtion with the National League, the *legally
functioning Government of the secretly existing Polish
stato'.lﬁ? The Alliance of Poles in Exile as well as
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167. 8.0eada, Jak S8ic Ksztaltowala Polska Duezs ¥yohods-

the National League with headquarters in Bwitzerland,
were politlcal organizations working openly on the Buro-
pean Oontinent and secretly within Poland toward the

Polish Cause.l%® The Rational League exercised authority

168. 8.0sadn, Historya Zwigzku Narodowego Polskiego, 343.

over the Eutignal Democratic Farty in Poland. Thus the
Allisnce was well informed on the state of affairs in
Foiand. its support of these political org&éizations in
Europe was rather of a moral and financial nature.

The stand taken by the Alliance during the Russo-
Japanese war {1904-1308) is very interesting. Although
the large organizations of Fecles in America issued a
joint statement eympauthizing with Japan, the "great
and chivalrous nation®, they refus@d to support any
revolutionary movement in Foland openly sponsored by

the Sooialists.l®® The Alliance condemned suoh So-

169. 9.08ads, Ibid., 581-603.

cialfstioc agitation not only as premature but also dis-
astrous to the Polish Cause. Events soon proved the

wisdom of such policy. To the credit of the Alliance it



8%

must be saeid, that it rejected the plans for the backing
of a military uprlsing in Polan& in conjunction with the
Russo-Japanese ¥ar, although pressure brought upon it
by some Socialists who worked‘their way into key positlions
in the Alliance, was tresmendous. |
Socn after the Ruasso-Japanese War, due to dissension
the Polish Nationsl Democratic Party in Poland broke up
into small rivaling partiea. The Poles in the homelend
no longer presenteé a united front. The Foles in America
therefore loat all direct contact with Poland 1itself and
for the next decade (1904-1914) had no organizsation
across the sess with which 1t could ente; into relations,
no organ1zat1on representing the nation as ; whole. The
project of the HKational Treasury too went into oblivion.
No reports, resolutions etc., of the nationsl orgasni-
zations of Poles in America, make any mention of 1t or
of any affiliation or connection with political parties
in Poland,170

170. 8.0sada, Jak Sie Ksztaltowsla Polska Dusga Wychodé-
twa w Ameryce, 435.

£2) Orientation Towards the U.S.

/ It would be unfair to the Poles in America
to accuse them of lack of patriotism, of attachment to -

the country of adoption, nsmely the United States. No
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matter how muoh one way be opposed to hypheniem, to
hyphenated Amerioans, the Fclea>in the United States
.h&ve proven that the devotion to the land of their
forefathers in no way disparages their attachment to
thie country, its form of gcvernmént, its politiecal
principles, its (onstitution and its way of life.

With emphaeis laid on the concentration of efforte
toward the liveration of Poland, it i2 not unusual that
the political exiles considered themselves guests in
Amerioca and their sojourn but teaporary. The speech
delivered in New York in 1844 by Henry Kalusowski
(1inguist, politician, historian., Took part in 1831
insurrection against Russaia, He influenced Aéaﬁon Giller
to write the letter to the Foles in America, which was
the oause of the establishking of the Alliance. Mr,
Kalusowaki died in %aahingtan; D.¢, in 1895}171

171. Rev.F.Bolek, ed., ¥ho's ¥ho in Polish America, 188,

portrays beat the wind of the Poles then in America:

“True, &t times some, but not many,
here dreamed of settling in America like
80 many other arrivals, but the mist disap-
pearcd, for the sun having cast its rays
from Poland traversed the ocean and warmed
the hearts of the Poles 80 that thelir
minds again are directed toward Poland
- perbaps tomorrow, after tomorrow with-
in & few days we shall begin the march
back to Poland, who knows but that the
dawn of good fortune will appear sooner
than we expect: The Pole awaits it with
eagernesg, yearns for the return to his
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native land ~ the Pole known for his
attachment to the parental hut, the
righteous Pole will nowhere accept the
greatest };Berty in exchange for his
Countryt«l

d

173. 8.0sada, [iistorya Zwigzku Narodowego Polskiego, 13.

But days tumed into monthe, years and decades.
Even the political refugees adjusted themselves to the
thought of remalmning here peruanently. We know, that most
of the political exlles 8o earnaét in voicing thelir
rolish patriotisa in Azerica have all but disapceared
and completely became assimilated. Evidently a change,
partial at least, took place with years in the orien-
tation of the ¥Poles in the United States.

Already the first issue of the Cazets Polska in
Chicago, Cctober 35, 1873 oontains the oauetic comment:
“¥any of us (Foles in Chicago)
either do not want to know about civic

rights or are completely ignorant of
them. Some reside here for the past 20

years, and a&s yet have not obtained their
citizenshiy papers.*l

173. 8.0sads, Ibid., 55.

The Constitution of the Alliance of 1880 singled
out fhe followingz to be the aim of the crganization:
to orientate politically the Foles in America as citi-

zeus of the H.$.174 The wording of this article sugueats



88

1?40 aﬂgga&’ !bi *p 151'

possible attempts to mould, if not to control, Polish
political opinion in the y. 3,

In 81l addresses, appeals, protests and the like,
at all the national Folish celebrations Sponsored by the
Polish national organizations, in #il the resolutions
at the conventions of these organizations, the Poles
never failed to stress their devotion to the United
8tates, never failed io remind everyone that they are

1786

loyal, faithful citizens of the .8, The convention

175. 8.08ada, Ibid., 467, 490, 498, 575.

of the Alliance held at Detropit, Mich. in 1881 urges
all Poles to apply for citizanahip.l73 In connection

176. $.0suda, Ibid., 324.

with the naturaligzation procedure, the Alliance convention
gatherczd in Philad&lphi& in 1887 rewminds the Poles never

to give their nationality as Cermans, Ruszians or
Austriane, but slmply Poleas. For by doing 8o, they un-

177 Ho doubt,

-

wittingly approve the dismemberment of Foland.

.177. 8.08ada, Ibid., 469.
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one of the reasons for urging the Poles to becom& citi-
zenw of the U.8. was the thought,of éxarciaing greater
influence on public &nd political 1ife in Americe and
adding weight to their demands and protests in behalf

of Poland. They would have to be reckoned with as citi-
zens of the United Btates and not as aliens without
political rights. Thus, in the case of the Polish-Ameri-
can8, hyphenism seems& to work in favor of their Ameri-

canigation.

3) Orientation Towarde the Poles in
the United States.

No organization, small or large, éegardless
of purpose, can exist witnout seeking 1t own betterment
or that of it8 members., While preoccuplied with the
furthering of the cause of Foland, while interested in
the affairs of this their adopted country, the Foles
have not overiooked the improvement of tneir own lot.
They were no less intent on sharing the opportunities
which America presented to them of bettering their con-~
dition and status. These efforts were intended to raise
the social, economic, political, ocultural level of the
Polea, a8 a&an etunic group.

8ince the primary orientation’qf the Poles in
Ameriosa during this period was an all out effort toward
the liberation of Poland, it follows logically that the

large national Polish organigations would etrive to
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prevent the Poles from denationaligation. Kot that they
hindered the naturalization of their members. On the

- contrary, they urged, &8s we have seen, the Poles to

apprly for citizenship papers, to become loyal citigens

of the U.3. But with the change of political allegiance,
the Poles were taught not to forget thelr national origin,
not to be ashamed of, not to despise or deny their Polish
extraction. The Poleas always insisated on such interpre-
tation of "nationalism® and not *clannishness” which
implies one's exciusion from participation in social,
political, cultural activities of the community.

The activities umdertaken for the Polish Cause,
which‘were already described, by thelir very nature
tended not to diminish but to inspire and increase
the spirit of nationalism of the Poles. These were not
simply preventive measures, safeguarding from denation-
alization, but positive, contributing factore toward
instilling the Polish National spirit into the Poles
in Amerioa.

In contrast with the all out effort for the resto-
ration of Poland's independence undertaken by the
Alliance since its founding up to the ¥orld War I,
with the highly nationalistic attitude taken by the
Allianoe especially in the early daye of 1te Listory,
stands the Polish RHoman Catholic Union with the Polish

clergy as its direotor.
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The Union together with the Qatholic clergy were
no lese intent on keeping the Poles nationally-minded.
And though they have not sharea the enthusiasm of the
Alliance for the all out effort for roland program,
they were convinced thet united, and only as & national,
ethnie group the Poles ¥ould be in & position to improve,
to better their condition worally, socially, economically.
And we shall see, that with years, because of the turn
of political events, the Union with the Catholic clergy
became more fervent in preserving the national spirit
end in preventing the Poles from denationalization in
America. Both factions, the nationally and pgliticallyo
minéed Alllance as well &8 the conservative, realistic
Union with the Roman Polish Catholic clergy are aware
that with the decline and disappearance of nationalism
among the Poles in America, the raison d'etre of their
own organizations will be seriously undermined unless
a new program, new orlentation will rally the Poles
around thelr banners.

Agaton Giller in the letter addressed to the Poles
i America in 1873 made the observation, that the Polish
masses, only well organized, will withstand denational-

izution.179 It is easlier to absorb small guantities.

178. 8.0sada, Historya Zwigziku Narodowego Polskiego,104.

The process of digesting large manrses is wore difficult
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and a more prolonged operation. The Folish immigrants
prior to 1873 have entered the &mericah life Bingly,
unorganized and were completely assimilated within a-
short apace of time. Today, hardly a trace of their
ancestry 18 vivid in the minds of their grandchildren.
The mo8t potent factor in retaining one's national
spirit or nationalism i8 the use af‘the native language.
To the Poles the preservation of their language en-
tailed more than the embodiment of their cultural
achievements, than the vehicle of transmitting their
cultural heritage. It was above all the rallying point
on which depended their survival as a natian, when
Polend ceased to exist as an independent State. The
preservation of the FPolish language was a mark of patri-
otism when the oppressors endeavored to substitute
the forelgn language for the Foles' mother tongue.
That conviotion imparted itself to the Poles In America
and &t & later period became the cmuse of much bitter-
ness and strife which apread even into the fileld of
religion, especially of religious instruction and edu-

ot

cation.
The preservation of the Polish language présenteé
a problem only with the second generation of Foles and
their ehildren. Social contactis were exacting = heavy
toll among the Poles born in the U.8. They were speedily.

forgetting the language of thelr parents, or else
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negleoting 1te use, too often deepieing it and at times
sshamed of it. The IX Convention of the Alliance in
Detroit, Mich., in 1891 passed the following reso-

lution:

“#hereas the children of the Foles
residing in Americsa often are neglected
in the knowledge of the Polish language,
thie IX Convention of the Alliance strongly
- urgee all thelr membere and all Poles in
general, that they always converse with
their children in Polish and that they

rear their children in the Polish spirit.#l7?®

179. 8.08ada, iHistorya Zwigezku Harodowepo Polsklego,335.

The Union together with the Qatholic clgrgy were
moreé successful in promoting the study and znowledge
of the Polish language, They had the means; namely, the
church and especially the parochial schools, where
Folish grammar, history and catechism were taught in
Folish. They were then better equipped to meet this
demand.

Notwithstanding the demand for the teaching of
Polish to their children, many Foles assocliated with
the Alliance considering themselvea 11bera13; refused
to have their children attend parochial schools, the
only Polish grade schools in America. But enrolling
them in the public sehool wrought havoc with the nation-
alism of the children of Polish immigrants. Wot only
did they care little for their parents' native language,
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but were ashamed of the Polish apceatry. Soclal disorgan.
ization, so prevalent among the second generation of
imnigrants, followed. To stem the tide, the Alliance
arranged courses in the volisn ianguage, niatory,.th.,

in the so-called Supplementary 30h001$,186 which after

180. Dr.i.Szawleski, ‘i?c%ditm Polskie w Stanach Zjedno-
gzonych Ameryki, .

all, did not come up to expgétationa, did not even prove
to be half measures. The Alliance also went on record
at the XI1I Convention, Grand Rapids, ¥ich., 18989,
demanding the introduction of courses in the ‘Polish
language in public schools, whers the majority of
children attending were Folish. In Bupport of itse
demand, the Alliance pointed to the Cermans as being
successful in establishing Oerman courses in the public

sonpol currioulum tor their chilaran.lal

181. 8.0sada, Historys Zwigaku Narodowego Polskiego,
492, 489.

Brown~-Roucek, Qne America, 404.

¥othing met with such scathing criticism frow the
ultra-nationally-minded M¥r.0sada, than the above projesct.

It was introduced

*to a&bolish our parochial school
system. I appeal to all, who are stirring
action to bring about the introduction of
the teaching of the Polish language into



the public school... let them point out

to me in the ranks of that generation,

which brought up in imerioca, is taking

in the past few years a more active part

in our 1ife, even one Pole, who was eduocated
exclusively in the public school.

There is none, not even onet I do not
know of any! For such (educated in public
school8) are no longer aoquainted with
Foland, neither have they any kngwledgn
of Polish affairs in America.*18¢

183. 8.0sada, Jak &15 Ksztaltowala Polska Dusza Wychodf-

twa w Ameryce, .

Rev.D.Szopinekl, "Sgkolnictwo Folskie w Stanach
Zjednooronych,” Przeglqd Polsko-Amerykafiski,
January-larch, 1 s 13i23- - ‘

The fifty high schools, éollegea and seminaries,
besidee the regular courses required in thei; curricu-
lum, include advanced courses in the Folish language,
compos8ition, history and literature. All these schools
of higher learning are under the auspices of religious
communities or of the Polish Catholic clergy, with
the exception of the Alliance College founded at
Cambridge Springs, Pa. in 1912 and supported by the

powerful and financially prosperous Allianoe.133

183. ¥.Wachtl, Polonja w Ameryce, 133, 147.
Zwigzek Karodowy Polski, Pamigtnik Jubileussowy
goleégum ZwigzkOWego ¥ Gam§r§§§e Springs, FPa.

A large percentage of Poles coming to America within
the period of economic immigration, 1873-1813, was 11-
l1iterate. For 1804 the percent of 1lliteracy among the

-
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new-goming immigrant Poles was 36%, in 1905 it ross to
40%, an unusually high rate. 164

184. United S8tates, Annual Report of the Commissionsr
General of Immigration, §§5§,"Tb§.

The educational heritage bequeathed to the Hew
Poland in 1918 by the partitioning paweré ghows that
only in Germsn-?olgnd educaéional facilities wers ade-
quate. In Russian-Poland, which in 1913 sent over
112,000 immigrants to America, 75% were illiterate.

In Galicia {(Autrian~Poland) elementary schools pro-
vided by the Austrian Government were inadequate to

meet the demands and were poorly equipped.l8d Sgawleski

185. Weressczyfiski-Kucharski, %Wiladomoficl o Polsce Wspbi-
czesned, 199.

gives the following f'igures on 1lliterscy in Polend in
1911: in Russian-Poland 60% were i1lliterate, in Austrian-
Poland 41% and in German-Poland 3%.186

186. Dr.M.Szawleski, Kwestja Emigracii w Polsce, 32.

. The large r#te of 1lliterate immigfant Poles in the
sdvanced age bracket: 4b-65 and 65 years old and over,
namely 19 percent as compared with 9.9 for all immigranéa
according to the 193C Census,187 must have besn ad-
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187. United 3tates, Fifteenth Censue of the Unjted Staisas

1930, Fopulation, 211515,

mitted to this couniry before the literacy test law was
enacted.

Here then lay & promising field of social work for
the large Folish organizations in America - the schooling
of the adult illiterate Polish immigrants, Strangely,
little was done either by the Allliance or the Union,
or even by tue Catholic clergy in behalf of the adult
illiterates. Such work evidently was passed onto the
various Htate agencies, settlements, etc. The indiffer-
enéé of the Polish national organigeations to'the
plight of the adult illiterate Poles 18 the more baffling
when we consider the expenditurea for educational purposes

of both the Lllianaelaa and the Union.lag Both have

188. Zwigzek Narodowy FPolski, Kalendarsz Zwigskowy, 1835,
&3“
185. 2jednoozeunie Folskie Rzymsko-Katolickie, 85 Lat
%gednGOzenia.Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego W
eryce, 88.

established libraries in their main administrative
buildings in Chicago, in addition they subsidized circu-
lating libraries @mcng the menbe:ﬂ.‘Both have founded
¥useums to preserve for the future the past contributions

of the Polee to America. Both have glven generously

scholarships to young promising and talented Foles in
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Amerioan colleges and universities, but neglected the
~adult illiterates., Perbaps the preoccupation with the
schooling of the immigrant's ohlldren, the impossibility
| of winning over ihe adult imuigrant, who after a day's
heavy work was w00 exhausted to attend evening schools,
offer some excuse.

Though the period of orientation we are considering
is characterized as one of all out effort for Poland,
the interests of the Poles here in Amerioca were not over-
looked or neglected. We have already made reference to
1ife and accident insurance provided by the large
national organizations which thus rendered mpre secure
the econoumic welfare of the Poles in America., Any e-
mergency that was of interest to the Poles at large in
America found their large organizations on the alert
and helpful. V.g. the Alliance set aside the sum of
$1,000 for the proseoution of the deputy-sheriffs in
1894 for the murder of Polish and Lithuanian miners
demonstrating in Hazleton, Pa. against unfair working
conditions. During the depression of 1303 it contributed

toward the upkeep of Polieh =miners in Pennsylv&nia.ng

190. 8.0sada, Historya Zwigzku Narodowepo Polskiego,
461-463, B4%,




5. National Polish Congresses in the U. §.

It was becoming more and more apparent that the
large organizations, the Allisnce and the Union, were
not the sole representatives of the Poles in America,
that the claim of the one to possess by tradition the
right to speak golitically for the American Poles, the
other to be the spokesman for the Polish Catholies
were disproved by the subsequent turn of events. New,
regional and national asspciations arose, some by
breaking away from the larger parent organization,
v.g. the Faloons from the Alliance, the Union of Poles
in America (Stowarzyszenle Polakdw w Ameryce) from
the Polish Roman Catholic Union. QOthers sprung up to
meet more efficlently some definite purpose for which
the larger organigzatione did not provide, v.g. the
Polish Young ¥en'es Alllance. Many of these smaller
associations numbaréd several thousand members, un-

willing to take dictaticn from above.l9l

191. K.¥achtl, Polonja w Ameryce, 154-156.

The 1ife and sccident insurance phase of most organ-
izations began to asdert iteelf at times very forceful-
1y, especially during business depieasiona, when many
members were dropped because of inability to pay their

}duaa.lga The large national organigations became
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