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PREFACE 

This study was undertaken to accomplish ty~ purposes. 

First , it was meant to fill a large vo i d in the s tory of 

Milwaukee ' s early development and , secondly , to make ~ulwaukee­

ans , black and "lhlte , a \<1are of t!1.e ro l e of the early Negro 

conununi ty in the growth of our city. The term "Negro commu­

nity" when used i n t his paper does not refer to any s peci fic 

governmental organization of Negroes or to a ny particular area 

inhabited by Negroes , but rather is used 1n an eco logical 

sense as a synonym for the total Negro population of ~~ lwaukee . 

In t he past , all of t he histories of Mi lwaukee have pai d scant , 

if any, attention to t he Negro race in the f rontier develop­

ment of the city. Any references t hat were made to Negroes 

generally dealt vlith highly dramati c , but extremely isolated , 

instances of rescues of Fugitive Slaves \Olho simply happened to 

be passing through l-!ilwaukee , \ ... hi l e the story of the per manent , 

everyday Negro resident was comp l etely overlooked . Fo r t his 

reason , f eH Mihlaukeeans today realize that t here was a sub­

stantial, vibrant , permanent Negro community in Milwaukee from 

its earliest days a nd that these peopl e p l ayed a significant 

'part in the development of l1i l waukee. 

This paper shall attempt to present the story of l1ilwau­

kee l s Negro community during t he years 18 35 to 18 70 . This 

particular time period was chosen for a number of rea sons. 

First , it encompasses t he years in which Mi lwaukee was growing 

f rom a f rontier fur trading post of a few sha cks to a metro­

polis of major proportions . By the year 1870, Milwaukee had 

accomplished most of the physical transition to a metropolitan 
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center and \,las in the midst of a change in local attitudes 

towards 'tV'hat Bayard Still refers to as II ... the lure of the 

1i 
,, 1 

city: ••• the d rift to the metropo s • • •• Secondly, the 

thirty- five years of this period span an entire generation of 

the Negro community. By 1870, one finds the children of the 

ear l y co l ored families arriving at adulthood and bringi ng 

forth the third generati on of Negro residents . 'rhirdly , 1870 

a l so highl ights a majoz shift in the composition of the Negro 

communi ty which caused an entirely ne'tV' and different communi ty 

to replace the old pioneer negroes . Most important, however I 

1s the fact that these years cover the period during whi ch, 

until the present day , the Negro made his greatest gains in 

Milwaukee . The victory of Szekiel Gil les9 ie in the voting 

case of 1866 and the dedication of the African Methodist-

Episcopal Church in 1 869 mark the highpoints of Negro achieve-

ment in l1ibV'auJ<ee during the 19th Century . 

One of the most difficult problems faced in this study 

'V'as to identify ,V'ho the members of the permanent Negro cormnu-

nity were . This probl em was further compounded by the fact 

that none of the early colored settlers l eft any paper s , 

diaries , or reminiscences . Therefore , extensive use had to be 

made of official records , newspaper s , and of the remi n i scences 

of early white settl ers . To determine \,lho the Negr o residents 

were , the early census reports, both State and Territory of 

t-iisconsin and Federal, \V'ere used . The findings from these were 

'i'he 
l Bayard Still, HilHaukee : The Ristor 

State Historical Society of T/lisconsi n , 
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then checked against other sources , particularly the early city 

directories, to augment the information and to check for any 

other Negroes '''ho might not be listed in the census reports .. 

Because some of these sources , most noticeably the city direc­

tories and the State and Territorial census reports , are not 

entirely accurate or comprehensive in their listings, there 1 s 

some slight possibility that not every Negro who ,vas in the 

city has been located . Scwever, because of the exacting 

thoroughness of the research done i n the available sources, it 

is fairly safe to assert t hat every Negro who establisned a 

resi dence in Nilwaukee for any appreciable period of time is 

accounted for . 

The author is indebte:1. to the staff of the t·ti.lt"aukee 

County Historical Society for their assistance in various 

research projects and for the constructive and va l uable criti ­

cism they provi c e d on the narrative of this pap er . .l'\ckno,vl­

e dgement must also 1::e g iven to Dr . Frank I.. Klement, t he 'l'hesis 

~irector , for the unusual arr.ount of latituc e he granted the 

writer in conc.ucting this project and for maJc1ng the writer 

aHare of a number of very useful sources . Finally, a s pecial 

ackno\"lec gement must be made to !,-'lr .. P.arry H. Anderson , Execu­

tive Director of the Mih,aukee County Historical Society~ ' 

Hithout whose original suggestion this project 'oJOuld have 

never been undertaken and whose valuable assistance , apt 

criticism, and usually unflagging patience made its ~ompletion 

Poss ible . 

v 



» 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

PRSFAC~ .......................................... iii 

LIST OF MAPS .. ........ ............... .. .. ....... v i 

CP_,\?T3R ONE 
The 2:arly Years , 1835- 1848 ................. 1 

CP_~PTl!;~ ?'lO 
The Decade of ~evelopment , 1849- 1859 2 2 

CHAPTE~ 'r:-!REE 
'rhe Ti me of Trial and 'rrium.?h , 1960- 1 870 54 

CONCLUSION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ... .. . 89 

APPENDI X ONE . .. .... . ... .. . . ...... . ..... ...... . ... .. .. .. .. 93 

APPENUI X TilO .. . ... . .... . ............. .. ...... ...... ... ...... ......... 123 

. :u'P~NDI '~ TtmEE .. ..... ... .. . . .. ... ...... . .. . . . . . ............. ... 128 

FOUl( ................ . .. .............. . .. ...... .............. 131 

APPZl~DIX FI VE ...... . .. . .. . ..... . ... . .. .... ....... .. ...... .... . .. 135 

APPENDI X SIX ...... ... .......................... .. ................. .. .. 1 43 

BIBLIOGPAPbY .. .. ................. ..... .... ... ...... ..... .. . ...... .... . .. 1 45 



LI ST OF KZ\.PS 

Tit l e 

Negro :s.esidents i n Nihmu]cee 

Negro Res i dents in Nilwaukee 

Negro Residents in Hi lvraukee 

1852 

1860 

1870 

vi 

. .. . .. ..... ........ .. 

..... .. .... ... .. .... .. .... 

Follo\-ling 
Page No . 

26 

52 

8 7 



- • 00 • 

( 

.., 
i~ 

~ 
"' ~ () 

>< iii 
~ 

'u .., 
t·J 

In '" 0 ,... '" (l) t· , ., 
w 
U> 
I ,... 
(l) 

" (l) 



1 . 

THE EARLY YEARS, 1835- 1848 

Milwaukee of the 1830's was far from the great metropolis 

that it 1s tod ay_ In the early 1 8 30 l s there were no brewer­

i e s, no mammoth industries, no daily passage of international 

commerce . Not one piece of cream brick could be found 1n the 

entire community . In fact , Mi l waukee then had changed little 

from the day in 1818 when Solomon Juneau first opened his 

store and secured the right to trad e with the Indians from his 

father- in-law, Jacques Vieau. The landscap e was still wild, 

the Indians numerous , and the white man scarce. Dr . Enoch 

Chase , who arrived in Milwauk ee to join his brother, Horace, 

in 18 35, described the scene that greeted him. 

The p lace was very new and certainly was any­
thing but attractive. Juneau ' s trading and dwelling 
house, Walker ' s and White and Evan ' s c a bins and 
Clybourn and Chase's post and boxed shanty--that is 
a ll there was of Milwaukee .... Nothing in the form 
of foo d was raised about Milwaukee in 1835 . The 
Ind ians were numerous and some wire ugly. There was 
neither law nor law officers •••• 

But the pioneers who sett l ed this l and , built their rough 

shelters , and withstood the trials of the f r ontier looked to 

the future with hope . These were men of diverse origins and 

cultures. They included such personalities as Solomon Juneau, 

a French- Canadian trader from Montreal, Colonel George Walker, 

a Southern aristocrat from Virg inia; Byron Ki l bourn, a l and 

s p eculator from the Ohio country; and the Chase brothers , 

rack-hard New Englanders from Vermont . But there was one 

1 
Enoch Chase , The Narrative of Enoch Chase. Manuscript 

cop y in the Collections of the state Historical Society of 
WisconSin, Madison, Wisconsin. 
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thing they all had in commo~. They saw in their shabby little 

village the nucleus of a great city, one that could rival 

Chicago or Fort Howard as the center of trade and commerce on 

2 
the Great Lakes . So they stayed, speculated on the land, and 

talked up the virtues of Milwaukee. 

Their faith and effort was rewarded when, in 1835, the 

first major influx of lmmdgration arrived in Milwaukee. Set-

tlers began to flood the sleepy trading village, looking for a 

fresh start on the frontier. They bought land, built homes, 

and opened businesses. Soon ships plying the Great Lakes made 

the town a regular stop. Milwaukee boomed and g rew almost 

overnight. 3 One among those who came in that bustling year 

was Joe Oliver. He found employment as a cook for Solomon 

Juneau's family and decided to stay in the area for a time. 

Thus Joe Oliver, cornrronly referred to as IINigger Joe II, became 

the first Negro resident of Milwaukee and with him begins the 

chronicle of ~lwaukee's Negro cornmunity.4 

Besides being the first colored person to reside in the 

city, Joe Oliver also had the distinction of casting the first 

Negro vote in a Milwaukee election. The Territory of Michigan, 

which had jurisdiction over Milwaukee at that time, passed an 

act in 1835 which created Milwaukee county as a governmental 

2James S. Buck, Pioneer History of Milwaukee (4 volsr 
Mi lwaukeel Symes, Swain, and Company, 1884), I, 145-46. 

3Ibid , I, 62. 

4Ibi d ., I, 69-73: William T. Green, Negroes in Milwaukee, 
An undated, unidentified newspaper clipping from the Ethnic 
File in the Collections of the Milwaukee County Historical 
Society, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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unit and authorized it to hold elections for county offi­

cials. 5 The local populace, desiring to make a grand showing 

in its first election, solicited every resident 's vote. Among 

those who assembled at the desi gnated polling place, Solomon 

Juneau's cabin, was Talbot C. Dousman, the younger brother of 

George D. Dousman. After all the others had cast their 

ballots, they asked Talbot to vote. He refused , arguing that 

because he was only nineteen he was ineligible. However, he 

said he would be -;,,1111ng to vote if they also allowed "Nigger 

Joel! to cast a ballot. The election being a rather loosely 

conducted affair, no one raised any objection and on Septem-

ber 1 7, 1835 , Joe Oliver cast the first colored vote in 

Milwaukee. 6 Thirty-one years were to pass before a similar 

occurrence happened again. 

There is very little information about the l ives of the 

earliest Negro settlers in the city and only a few of them are 

known by name . What information is available is based p rimar-

ily upon census reports and some casual references in memoirs 

and recollections. Prior to 1846, the census reports them-

selves were spotty and vague. The Territorial Census of 1836 

does not even bother to list the colored residents of the 

territory, restricting itself to white inhabitants only.? 

5An Act to Organize the Counties of Allegan and Milwaukee, 
August 25, 1 835 . 

6BuCk , Pioneer History, I, ?3~ Green, Negroes i~ 
Milwaukee. 

7Territory of Wisconsin, Census Report, 1836, Milwaukee 
County, Manuscript Copy in the Collections of the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. 
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Joe Oliver, the earliest Negro resident, remained in the 

employ of Solomon Juneau until 1837 , when he became the ship ' s 

cook on the schooner Cincinnati , and later on the C. C. Trow-

bridge . Oliver continued to ply the Great Lakes, often visit­

ing Milwaukee, unti l he died of the smal l pox in 1842 . 8 There 

is also reference in the early histories to a servant of 

George D. Dousmanls named John Noel , alias Christmas , who came 

to Milwaukee with Dousman in 1835 and who remained in his 

employ until his accidental death in 1854. 9 There is, however , 

no information as to whether this servant was a Negro or not: 

nor does his name appear in any of the census reports . There-

fore, it is impossible to deterroine if he should be included 

with the early Negro settlers or not . IO A third mention of 

an early Negro concerns Mr. George O. Tiffany. The account 

tells of Mr. Tiffany having a free Negro servant with him when 

8Buck, Pioneer History, I , 73- 74 . 

9Ibid . , I, 70: IV, 32- 33 . 

lOTerritory of Wisconsin, Census Report. 1838, Milwaukee 
County, Manuscript Copy in the Collections of the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin , Madison, Wisconsin: u . S. , 
Bureau of the Census , Sixth Census . 1840, State of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee County; Manuscript Copy in the Collections of State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison , Wisconsin1 Territory 
of Wisconsin, Census Report . 1842 . Mi l waukee County , Manu­
script Copy in the Coll ections of the Milwaukee county Histor­
ical Society, Milwaukee , Wisconsin1 Territory of Wisconsin, 
Census Report . 1846 , Milwaukee County, Manuscript Copy in the 
Coll ections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
Madison; Wlsconsin1 Territory of Wisconsin , Census Reoort , 1847, 
Milwaukee County , Manuscript Copy in the Oollections of the 
Milwaukee County Historical Society, Mi l waukee, Wisconsin7 
U~S., Bureau of the Census , Seventh Census , 1850, State of 
W~soonsin, Milwaukee County, Manuscript Copy in the Col lecti ons 
of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin; Madison , 
Wiscons i n. 
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he came to Milwaukee in 1836 , and of her dying while still 1n 

his employ in 185S . 11 Oddly enough, this servant does not 

appear in the 1838 census, though she is listed in the 1840 

Federal Census. 12 

The first reliable listing of the Negro community is 

given in the 1838 Territorial Census. According to this re­

port, 3,131 people lived in the county, of whom fifteen, eight 

males and seven females, were Negroes. 13 Most of the Negroes 

are listed as living in the homes of whites and , therefore, 

do not have their names recorded 1n the census. However, 

there were two Negro "houserolds II in a total community of 644 

househo l ds . 14 The first household, that of James Foster, 

consisted of one male Negro and one female Negro. lS Nothing 

else 1s known about Foster or his family, and there is no in-

formation concerning his occupation, when he first came to 

Milwaukee, or when he left the city, except that he had de­

parted by 1846, if not sooner.16 

The second family, that of William Green, consisted of 

three male Negroes and two female Negroes. 17 Green was the 

llBuck , Pioneer History, IV, 113. 

12Wisconsin, Census Report, 1838: U.S., Bureau of the 
Census, Sixth Census, 1840. 

Sin, 

l3wisconsin, Census Report, 1838. 

14rbid . 

lSIbid _. 
16 

U.S., Bureau of the Census, Sixth Census, 1840 : Wiscon-
Census Report, 1846. 
17 Wisconsin, Census Report, 1838. 
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first col ored barber in Milwaukee . P.is shop , the "Emporium 

of Fashion II, was located on the II ..... south side of Nisconsin 

Street about mid,,,ay bet'l.oleen the a lley and East i-later Street II 

- - about the middle of the present cay l'1arine Bank Plaza . l S 

Green evidently d i d well in his business for he had such high 

caliber c l ients as Colonel George H. t>1a l ker , the founder of 

Walker ' s Point and later mayor of M1 1\-lau)cee . 19 

By 1840 , the Negro community had inc::eased to tvlenty­

three people , nine males and fourteen femal es . 20 As in the 

1838 Territorial Census , the Census of 1840 , conducted by the 

Federal authorities , li s teo_ most of the Negroes as living in 

white households and , therefore , their names are not knot-m e 

One interesting fact, hm..,ever, can be ascertained from the 

cens1.1s . Nine of the colored resi dents live d at and were 

employed by three of the city ' s hotels . The Cottage Inn (Sast 

~later and Clyoourn Street) Hhich .... as run by Levi Vail employed 

the l argest number of Negroes , five . The Milwaukee House , 

l ocated o n the corner of vlisconsin Street and Main (present 

day Broad,,,ay Street) under the proprietorship of George E. 

Graves had one Negro working as its barber . In the Nest Ward, 

the Fountain P..ouse (Second anc. Nest Hater Street , present day 

Plankinton Avenue) operated by Nelson P . Hawks used the 

l8Buck, Pioneer History, II , 93 . 

19 Ibid ., III , 218 . 

20u • s ., Bureau of the Census, Sixth Census , 1840. 
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21 
services of three colored people . Of these nine persons , 

only the barber at the Mi lwaukee House can be identified by 

name. He was Robert Titball, a thirty year old illiterate 

former slave who arrived in ~lwaukee in early 1840 and who 

was destined to playa leading role in the story of Milwaukee's 

Negro community.22 

Again, as in the 1838 census, the 1840 census listed two 

Negro families. One was that of William Green who has already 

been mentioned (Supra p _ 5)r the other that of William Johnson. 

Green's family 1s listed as being made up of one co l ored mal e, 

two colored females and one white female between the ages of 

ten and fifteen. 23 The Johnson family consisted of two Negro 

males and two Negro females, and , other than this , nothing is 

2" known about them. . 

The year 1841 saw the establishment of the oldest , con-

tinuous Negro family in ~ti1waukee . During that year, Isaac P. 

Walker, later to be ~·/isconsin ls first United States Senator, 

arrived in the city along with a Negro barber named William H. 

Anderson. 25 William Anderson, probably better than any other 

person, typifies the earl y Negro settlers of Milwaukee. 

21Ibid.r Buck, Pioneer History, II, 100r History of 
Milwaukee , Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western Historical Company, 
1881), pp. 1420-21. Hereafter cited as 1881 History. 

221881 History, p . 228~ U.S., Bureau of the Census, Sixth 
Census, 1840~ U.S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, 
P. 148. 

23 
U.S., Bureau of the Census, Sixth Census, 1840. 

24
Ib1d _. 

25 Green, Negroes in MilwaUkee. 
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Because he could both read and write and possessed a good 

trade, Anderson managed to make a success of his business. He 

became the operator of the United States Hotel barbershop and 

owned considerable property at the time of his death in 1854 . 26 

He was a religious individual , believed in the cause of aboli-

tion, and earned the respect and trust of both the white and 

colored cornmunities. 27 While he had some domestic p roblems, 

he was considered to be a good family man and a good provider. 28 

He had a strong respect for the law and on one occasion played 

an important part in solving a baffling theft and helped the 

victim recover his lost money.29 If one person were to be 

singled out as typical of the early Negro_ in Milwaukee it would 

be William H. Anderson. 

The year 1842 saw still another increase in the size of 

the Negro population . The Territorial Census for that year 

listed twenty-five Negroes , fourteen males and eleven females, 

living in the city of Milwaukee. It also showed two mal e 

26peter Van Vechten, Jr., Old Times in Milwaukee, an Un­
published Manuscript in the Collections of the Milwaukee County 
Historical Society, Milwaukee, Wisconsin~ The Milwaukee City 
Directory for 1851-52 (Milwaukee: Parsons and Van Slyck, 1851) , 
p . 3~ U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860 , State 
of Wisconsin , Milwaukee County (3 vols.), Manuscript Copy in 
the Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
Madison , Wisconsin, II, 47 ~ Milwaukee County Probate Court, 
Document No. 710, Will and Estate of William H. Anderson, 
deceased, in the Collections of the Milwaukee County Historical 
SOCiety, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

27 Van Vechten , Old Times in Mi lwaukee~ The Milwaukee Daily 
Sentinel and Gazette , January IS, 1847~ October 11, 1850. 

28Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, March 24, 1851. 

29 Van Vechten, Old Times in Milwaukee. 
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Negroes living in Wauwatosa and five males and three females 

of color residing in Prairievil l e (Waukesha ). This gave 

Milwaukee County a total population of thirty- five free 

colored out of 285 free Negroes in the entire territory.30 

The idea of having colored employees in the hotels seemed to 

become very popular. One old settler tells of fashionabl e 

parties held at the Mi l waukee House, II ••• the music being 

furnished by a negro band composed of the cook a nd barber 

[Titball] with the ir assistants . 1I31 The year 1842 a lso marked 

the first marriage of Negroes in Mi l waukee when Robert Ti tball 

married Miss Sarah Abel Brown of Philadelphia on October Sth. 32 

Robert Titball ' s name became connected with yet another 

major event in 1842 . In t hat year , t he first fugitive s lave 

to fo llow the underground rai l road through Wisconsin came to 

the city. Mi l waukee had for some time been known as a center 

of abo l itionist thought and feeling , some of the early settlers 

being ardent anti- slavery agitators . By 1842 , a weekl y 

abolitionist newspaper , the American Freeman, edited by 

Christopher C. Sholes, was in full operation in the city.33 

This strong abolitionist reputation is credited with being a 

majo r reason why many of the first Negro settl ers chose to come 

3Owisconsin, Census Reoort , 1842. 

3lA• C• Wheeler , The Chronicl es of Mi l waukee (Mi l waukee, 
Jermain and Brightman, 1861) , p . 107 . 

32Mi l waukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, October 5; 1842 . 

331881 Hist o ry, pp. 224-25; Green , Negroes in Milwaukee . 
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to Milwaukee during the early 1840 15.
34 Therefore, it seemed 

only natural that Milwaukee should become one of the major 

stops on the underground railroad in Wisconsin . 35 

The first "passenger" to travel through Milwaukee on the 

underground rai l road was Caroline Quarles, a sixteen-year-o l d 

octoroon who had escaped from her master in St. Louis . Because 

the girl so closely resembled a Caucasian and because she had 

$100, Caroline openly traveled by riverboat to Alton, Illinois, 

mixing freely with a group of girls going to an academy in 

Alton. As she got off the boat, however, a Negro dock worker 

suspected her of being an escaped slave , and he advised her to 

leave the city at once, suggesting that she contact some agents 

of the underground railroad \V'hanhe knew of . Just how Caroline 

managed to get from Alton to Milwaukee is not known, but with 

the aid of the friendly dock worker and the local abolition­

ists she was able to leave Alton and come to Vlisconsin. 36 

In those days the stagecoach lines stopped on Main Street 

(Broadway) in front of the Milwaukee House and it was here 

34 -Green, Negroes in Milwaukee . 

35For a study of the abolition movement in southeastern 
Wisconsin seen William J . Maher . The Anti-slavery Movement in 
Milwaukee and Vicinity , 1842-1860. Unpublished Master's Thesis 
Marquette University. This work, while rather brief, does 
present a fairly accurate picture of abolitionist activities 
in and about Mi l waukee . 

361881 History, pp. 227-28: See also Charles M. Scanlan, 
The Lad El in Disaster 5e tember 8 1860 (MilwaukeeJ By the 
Author, 1928 , p. 17. The references from the 1881 History 
to the Quarles affair are based upon the recollections of 
Lyman Goodnow who was the "conductor!! for Caroline on most of 
her journey and who was intimately connected with her rescue. 
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that the young fugitive found herself a few days later . As 

fortune woul d have it , she saw a colored man , Robert Titball, 

working in the hotel barbershop. The girl confided her story 

to Tltball and he in turn took her into his home . It cannot 

be positivel y determined whether the barber intentionally 

betrayed the young fugitive or if he just happened to be t he 

victi m of unfortunate ci rcumstances~ but before the Quarles 

affair ended Titball would be cast in the ro le of villain. 37 

About a week after Ca roline arrived in Mi l waukee , her 

master, Charles B. P~ll, and a St . Louis l awyer named Spencer 

carne to the city in search of her. 38 They confronted Titball 

and inquired of him if he knew anything of a young fugitive 

slave girl. The barber , either through collusion, or think-

ing that they already knew about his hidi ng Caroline, told 

them he had her at his house . ~~ile t he s l ave hunters went to 

secur e help , Titball sent a boy t o take Car oline to a par ticu-

l a r hiding place. However , fo r what reason it is not known , 

the boy took her to a different place. 

Spencer and Hall meanwhi l e had solicited the aid of 

Horatio N. Wel l s , a local attorney . He , hovlever, r efused to 

assist them and immediately informed Asahel Finch and William 

37The 1881 History presents Titball as a total villain 
who p r emeditatedl y betrayed Caroline to t he slave huntersr 
while Scanlan believes that he was just the unfortunate victim 
of circumstances . From the information available concerning 
Titball and his character, it would appear that the f i r st esti­
mate of his complicity in the plot is the more accurate . How­
ever , there is no way one can accurately determine from the 
available sources Titball1 s full participation in the efforts 
to recaptur e Caroline Qua rles . 

38 1881 Hist ory, p . 23l r See a l so Scanlan, Lady Elqin 
9isaster, p . 18 . 
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Pitt Lynde , two ardent abolitionist la\-IYe rs, of the affair. 

Finch somehow managed to learn of the girl ' s hiding p lace, 

whereupon he took her to a r~use just west of the river on 

Spring Street (present day Wisconsin Avenue west of the river) 

vlhere she \vas hi dden under a II sugar hogshead or crockery cask 

which stood between the road and sidewalk . 11 39 There she 

remained for the rest of t he day, being fed by the colored 

fami ly who lived in the house . 

Hhile all this took. place , Spencer and Hall, after secur-

lng the assistance of Jonathan 3 . ~rnold , returned to Tit~all 

and asked for the girl . The barber told them that she , ... as no 

longer at his home but that he knev! where . s he could be found . 

The slave hunters , fearing that they might lose the girl, 

offered Ti thall a $100 revard to I.? roc.uce her . ~'1i th this 

inducement, the barber led t hem to the place he had orde red 

Caroline taken, but to his sur9rise found nothing . The la\~ers, 

thinking they had been made fools of by the udar:<yU , threatened 

to beat the truth out of the bewildered barber. rrhe Negro 

p leaded that he did not know what had happened to the girl and 

that he had been s incere when he promised to turn her over to 

them. Titball's p l eading finally convinced the slave hunters 

and they left him, confused and l ess the $100 reward, to try 

and pick up the girl ' s trail. 40 

Later that night, Finch took Caroline from under the cask 

to Deacon Samuel 3rown ' s farm, about two miles north"lest of 

39Ibid • 

4°1881 History, pp . 23l-4·0 ~ See also Scanlan , Lady Elgin 
Qisaster, p . 18. 



I 

13. 

the city limits (at the present day intersection of Fond du 

Lac Avenue, 16th Street and Brown Street). Here she spent the 

next day in hiding . The following night, when it was safe, 

Deacon Brown took her to the home of Samuel Dougherty near 

Pe'<1aukee. The slave hunters, in a futile effort, searched the 

entire southeastern portion of the territory and even offered 

a $300 reward for Caroline's capture. Meanwhile, the young 

fugitive remained in hiding until she could be taken by Lyman 

Goodnow to Canada. There she found safety from pursuit and 

spent the rest of her life . 41 

The part he played in the Quarles affair d id not seem to 

affect Ti t ball i s position in the community ~o any great extent. 

He continued to operate the Milwaukee HOuse barbershop until 

1845 when he opened his own shop and bathhouse at 16 Wisconsin 

Street . 42 He ran this establishment until the early 1850 ' 5 

when he suddenly departed the city to avoid an increasingly 

insistent number of creditors. 43 His shop was sold to another 

Negro , Sarah Carroll, ",he opened a millinery store in the 

building. 44 The Titball family continued to live in the city 

411881 Historv, pp . 235-39. See Appendix Six for copies 
of the correspondence between Lyman Goodnow and Caroline 
Quarles which tells of what happened to her after she reached 
Canada. 

42Mil\"aukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, January 4 , 1854~ 
JUlius MacCabe , Directo of the Cit of Milwaukee for the 
Years 1847-48 (Milwaukee, Wilson and King, 1847 , p. 121 . 

of 
43See t111waukee Court records of 1847 - 1850 for examples 

sUits brought against Titbal l by his various creditors. 

44 
C City Directory for 1851- 52, p. 154; Jesse M. Van Slyck. 
01. Van S1 ck ' s Milwaukee Cit Director and Business Adver-

_~ser, ~ wau ee: arr 5 00 an 0 ee, ), 
P. 59 . 
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for some time. Alfred, the oldest son , constantly appeared 

in the pages of the local newspapers , mostly for his frequent 

run- ins with the law and for his propensity to start flres.
45 

Eventually, Mrs . Titball filed suit for divorce , claiming non­

support . Thus the Titbal ls were not only the first Negroes 

married in Milwaukee, but also the first to be divorced here . 46 

The attempt to pirate Caroline Quarl es back into slavery, 

while a cel ebrated case and the cause of much commotion , was 

not an isolated occurrence . To be exact, such incidents were 

rather frequent happenings . The Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and 

Gazette of April 12 , 1843, reported a meeting being held to 

discuss what action could be taken concerning the kidnapping 

47 
of fugitive slaves in the Milwaukee area . Most of the 

colored residents of Milwaukee l ived under assumed names and 

were in daily danger of being returned to slavery.48 This 

situation grew even worse with the passage of the Fugitive 

Slave Law of 1850. 

Despite an occasional visit by a slave hunter, the Negro 

community continued to grow and to prosper . The Territorial 

Census of 1846 listed the Negro popul ation of the city as 

45Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, September 30, 1854; 
March 26, 1859; Buck , Pioneer History, IV, 141. 

46Milwaukee County Circuit Court , Document No . 34, Equity, 
Mav Term, 1851 , Sarah A. Titball vs , Robert Titball, i n the 
Collections of the Milwaukee County Historical Society, 
Milwaukee , Wisconsin . 

47Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, April 12, 1 843 . 

48Green, Negroes in Milwaukee . 
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being twenty- o ne men and twenty- three women for a total of 

forty- four colored . 49 That census, also, for the f irst time 

listed the names of a majority of the Negr o populati on. 

Besides the familiar listings of Wi lliam Anderson and Robert 

Titball, the report shows t he names of Mi lton Barret, Lyman 

Benjamin, Thomas Brown , Henry Caldron, Joseph Delong, William 

Mitchell, William Morgan, Henry Phi llips, and George Paddock 

as residents of t he community. Negroes were also listed as 

living in t he houses of Don A. J. Upham, Nicho las Cleary, and 

William Wells. 50 

Anderson's fami l y was en l arged in 1846 by the arrival of 

his wife , Ann, and his daughter , Emily , from their previous 

home in Ohio . Titball's fami l y increased with the b i rth of 

two sons, Alfred , in 1 843, and N'a1ter, in 1845 . 51 Of t he new 

arrivals, nothing is known about Henry Caldron . Henry Phillips 

came to Jv1.i l waukee in 1845 aboard the steamer Northl'Jestern 't'lhere 

he had been working as a ship ' s cook. He found empl oyment in 

the city as a ship ' s carpenter and established his residence 

49Wisconsin, Census Repo rt, 1846 . 

50Ibid • This li s ting does not include Levi Tate who , 
according to Green 's a rtic l e, came to Mi l waukee from Buffalo, 
New York, in 1844. However, he does not appear in any of the 
early Census reports (which coul d be because he was living in 
a white househo l d) or any of the city directories until 1869. 
Further, when he enlisted in the Union army, he gave his home 
as Columbus, Wisconsin. For these r easons , I have not in­
cluded him as a member of the early Negro community . 

SlWisconsin, Census Report , l 846i U.S., Bureau of ~ the 
Censu s , Seventh Census , 1850 , p . 148. 
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on Hanover Street near Virginia Street in Walker1s point . 52 

William Morgan, Joseph DeLong, and Thomas Brown were al l 

barbers and, while it cannot be accurately determined, they 

all seem to have arrived in town during 1844 or early 1845. 53 

Robert Johnson, who carne to Mi lwaukee with his wife Hannah, 

worked as a ' joiner and lived on Jackson Street about Division 

Street (Juneau Avenue).5 4 It 1s not known just when Milton 

Barrett first set foot in Mi lwaukee, but it seems his stay was 

of short duration. By 1847 he had rroved to vlatertown where 

he established a barbershop. 55 His removal from the city 

seems to have been no great loss to the community as his 

character was not of the best mol d . In 1853, records show 
. 

him being sent to the state penitentiary at Waupan for assault-

ing an immigrant girl in Rock county.56 The final addition to 

the Negro community in 1846 was George Paddock, a farmer who 

moved to the city that year with his family of six. 57 

The Terri torial Census of 1847 showed still another in-

crease in the colored population of the city. The report for 

52Green, Negroes in Mihvaukeer MacCabe , City Directory for 
1847-48, p . 113. 

53Ibid., p. 109; =D::;i::r:i'e;:c~t,:,o~f;:70~f::-,t'i;h'7e,::::C;,i",t'f;;,o'CfhM"""i=l",w",a"uk"",e"e,;;,f",o~r 
the Years-I848-49 (Milwaukee: Rufus King, 1848 , p . 82; U.S. , 
Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1 850 , p . 188 . 

540.5. , Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census , 1850, p . 448 ; 
MacCabe, City Directory for 1847- 48, p . 448 . 

for 

55Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, April 21 , 185 3. 

56Ibid ., April 21 , 1853; September 23, 1853 . 

57Wi sconsin, Census 
1847-48, p . 112. 

Report , 1846 ; MacCabe , City Directory, 
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that year listed twenty- eight males of color and thirty 

females of color, for a total of fifty- eight citizens of Negro 

descent . 58 There were only two new families i dentified by 

the census, John Gardiner and George H. Clark, both barbers. 59 

The city now had no less than eight Negro barbers and they 

just about monopolized that trade in Milwaukee . GO 

The steady growth in the size of the colored community 

was not the only encouraging aspect in the lives of Mi l waukee's 

Negroes during 1847 . The state constitutional convention, 

then in session at Madison , had on its agenda the question of 

granting the right of suffrage to Negroes . The colored popu-

lation read the newspapers daily for the account of the con-

vention ' s sessions. Their hopes were high and they anxiously 

looked forward to the possibility of casting their votes in 

the next election. 

The question of granting the right of voting to Negroes 

in Wisconsin had been raised before. At the first constitu-

tional convention in 1846, when a resolution to delete the word 

"white U from the voting requirements was introduced , four of 

the delegates from Mi l waukee voted in support of it . 6l How-

ever, the opposition to this resolution, led by the eloquent 

Moses M. Strong of Mineral Point , proved too powerful to 

58wisconsin, Censu s Report, 1847 . 

59 Ibid ., U. S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850 , 
p . 456.-

6Dwisconsin; Census P.eport, l847t Green, Negroes in 
J.1ilwaukee . 

6lMilo M. Ouaife{Ed.), The Hovement for Statehood , 1845-
!846 (Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1918), 
P. 227. 
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overcome and the convention finally accepted a compromise 

resolution introduced by Mr. James M. Moore of Brookfield. 

The compromise called for submitting the questi on of color ed 

suffrage " ••• to the people in a distinct proposition to be 

1 1 1 11 62 voted on at the next genera e ect on ••• • 

The results of the election held in March of 1847 were 

overwhelming in their rejection of both the constitution and 

the question of Negro suffrage . The constitution was defeated 

by a vote of 20 ,233 to 14,119; whi l e the idea of permitting 
63 

co l ored people to vote lost by a majority of 14,615 to 7 , 664 . 

The advocates of Negro suffrage were able to carry only Dodge, 

Fond d u Lac , Jefferson , Marquette , Racine , Walworth , Waukesha , 

and Winnebago counties and of these onl y Racine, Walworth, and 

64 
Waukesha were won by large majorities . Brown, Columbia , 

Crawford, Dane , Grant , Green, Lafayette, Manitowoc , Portage, 

Richland , Rock , Sauk, Sheboygan , St. Croix , and Washington 

counties all voted against the question , many by greatly lop­

sided majorities. 65 Even Milwaukee County with its vocal pro-

suffrage element went against Negro suffrage by nearly three 

to one . 66 

62lB!£., pp . 94- 95: Milo M. Quaife ( Ed.) , The Convention 
of 1846 (Mad ison : State F~storical Society of WisconSin, 1919), 
PP . 212 , 21 4-18 , 793- 94 . 

63Mi l o M. Quai fe ( Ed . ), The Struggle Over Ratification, 
1846- 47 (Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1 920) , 
p . 697: Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , May 8 , 1847. 

64Ibid., p . 698. 

65I bid . Some of the counties where the vote went heaviest 
against the measur e were : Grant 2215 to 93 , Lafayette and Rich­
land 2504 to 69 , Washington 1328 to 84 , and St . Croix 1 26 to 1. 

66Ibid • The vote in Mi l waukee County was 616 in favor of 
the resOlUtion to 1,832 against it. 
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Despite this crushing defeat, the advocates of black-

men l s rights continued to campaign for suffrage. When the 

next constitutional convention met in December of 1847, the 

pro-suffrage delegates again raised the issues of Negroes 

having the right to vote. Rufus King of Milwaukee and Warren 

Chase of Ripon spearheaded the drive . Debate over the issue 

became extremely heated. But again the anti- suffrage faction 

from the northern and western counties proved too strong for 

the efforts of the suffrage men . 

In order to avoid a deadlocK, a compromise resolution 
67 

was offered by Mr. George Gale of Elkhorn. Mr. Gale l s 

resolution stated that : 

The legislature at its annual session in 1850 
and its annual session in every fourth year there­
after shall have power to provide by law for the 
submission to the people of the question of equal 
suffrage to colored persons; and if a majority of 
the votes civen by the electors at either of such 
elections shall be in favor of extending the right 
of suffrage to coloree persons, then all male 
citizens of Afr ican b l ood possessing the qualifi ­
cations requi r ed by the first section of the 
article on suffrage shall have the right to vote 
for all offices and be eligible to all offices 
that now or thereafter may be elective by the 
~eople after the adoption of the constitution . 68 
LItal1cs my own] 

After the resolution had been read , Byron Kilbourn, of 

Milwaukee, proposed to amend it so that it would read II ••• 

at any time ••• II instead of II ••• at its annual session in 1850 

and its annual session every fourth year thereafter • • • " which 

67Ibid • , pp. 383- 400 . 
68 
~., p . 397. 
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was agreed to by Mr . Gale and a majority of the other d ele­

gates. 69 After some more debate and clarification, the con-

vention voted on the resolution and adopted it by a forty- four 

to twenty-one majority . 70 The Mi l waukee delegation spl it 

upon the question with John L. Doran , Garrett 11. Fitzgerald, 

Byron Kilbourn , and Rufus King voting 1n the affirmative , while 

Albert Fowler , Charles Larkin, and Moritz Schoeffler opposed 

the measure . ?1 

By the time of the next general election, which was hel d 

on November 7 , 1849 , the pro- suffrage people were confident 

that they could carry the question . When the balloting was 

finished, there were 5,265 votes in favor of Negro suffrage 

and 4,075 against it . However , this represented less than 

10, 0 0 0 votes cast on the issue of free suffrage out of a total 

of over 30,000 cast in the race for the office of governor . 72 

The election officials took this to mean that there was not a 

majority of the votes cast at the election for suffrage, 

des p ite the fact that there were more votes in favour of it 

than there were opposed to it . On this basis the e l ection 

was declared a defeat for the reso l ution granting col ored 

persons the right of franchise . 

69I bid . , p . 398. 

70~. , p . 400 . 

71~. , pp . 886, 913-16 . 

7_£!;~~ ~~j~~~~~~i=~~~ Dec ember 19 , 1849, John G. '7:~;~sa Paper Read 
Before the !s a n d Letters at 
the Summer Meeting , Mi l waukee , 
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This strange interpretation of the election results was 

even accepted by General Rufus King, an ardent pro- suffrage 

man and one of the Milwaukee delegates to the constitutional 

convention . I n the November 8th issue of the Milwaukee Dai l y 

Sentinel and Gazette , General King wrote : 

If the true construction be , as we presume it 
is , that a majori ty of all persons voting at the 
election must vote for free suffrage, in order to 
its adoption, the affect 1s to count every b l ank 
vote on the question as a negative one . Thus , in 
this city, though there is a majority of the votes 
cast on the q uesti on in favor of free suffrage , 
there is not a ' majority of all the votes cast at 
the election.' And SO L we think , it will be found 
throughout the state . 7~ 

General King ' s prediction proved to be only too accurate . 

Thus, because of this unique and narrow irlterpretation of the 

law, equal rights for co l ored persons in the state of Wiscon-

sin were to be denied fo r yet another seventeen years . 

73Milwaukee Dai l y Sentinel and Gazette , November 8 , 1849 . 
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THE DECADE OF DEVELOPMENT , 1849-1859 

The Negroes of Milwaukee , though greatl y d isappointed 

by the failure of their white brethern to grant them their 

equal rights, had little time for self- pity_ The press of 

everyday life in Milwaukee d id not allow them much opportunity 

to lick their wounds or bemoan their misfortune . If they d i d 

not have their equal rights, at least they were free and 

relatively safe from the horrors of slavery. 

Life in the colored community went on much as before . 

The Milwaukee Negro population continued to increase. The 

year 1849 saw the appearance of several new families in the 

city. Miss Ninerva Farr opened a millinery , and dress shop at 

190 East viater Street . 1 John Smith, a skilled machinist, and 

his wife, Martha, arrived in Mi lwaukee and took up residence 

on Third street. 2 During December of 1848 1 Joseph Wells, who 

lived \'-lith his \','ife Sarah at 1 6 2 East ftlater Street, and George 

Symes , whose home was on Main Street (present day Broadway) 

near Oneida (Wells Street), went into partnership in Robert 

Titball 1s old barbershop opposite the Post Office on East 

Water Street. 3 Another ne .. " arrival was Samuel Potts ylith his 

wife Louisa and their son Charles. Potts , by trade a 

2Ibid •• p . 124. 

3Ibid ., p. 131; The Milwaukee Cit Directo for 1851-
21. (Milwaukee : Parsons and Van Slyck, 1851 , p . 151; Hi1wau­
~ee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, December 8, 1848. 
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whltewasher, found a home in Wal ker's Point on Mineral Street 

near Jones. 4 

In 1850, the Federal government conducted the Seventh 

Census of the United States and for the first time since Wis-

consin became a state an accurate listing of Milwaukee ' s Negro 

popul ation became avai l abl e. According to the Territorial 

Census of 1847 , there were fifty-eight Negroes within the city ~ 

The 1850 Census listed the colored population as being 101. 5 

Many new names appeared on the rolls and for the first time 

servants and those living in the homes of others all appeared 

by name . 6 Among the more prominent additions to the commu-

nity were Jesse Epps , a grocer and auctioneer, Jared Gray and 

his fami l y of nine , Henry B. Platt, who worked as a clerk in 

Silas Chapmans ' store, Charles Price, a laborer, William 

4 City Directory for 1848- 49 , p . \115: U.S . , Bureau of the 
Census, Seventh Census, 1850, State of Wisconsin , Milwaukee 
County, Manuscript Copy in the Collections of the State Histo­
rical Society of Wisconsin , ~~dison, WisconSin, p . 17 et ~. 

5U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, 
p . 17 et seg. This figure is based upon a computation of the 
Negro and Mulatto entries in the manuscript copy of the 1850 
Census for Milwaukee County. 

6Ibid . The sudden rise in the Negro popul ation from 
fifty- eight in 1847 to one hundred one in 1850 is accounted 
for by the fact that the 1850 census takers were extremely 
meticul ous in their po l l, li sting all persons residing in Mil­
waukee County at the time of the census . This included many 
who were merely transients , those in the county jail, and 
others who might not otherwise have been listed in the earlier 
Territorial Census or in the 1848 or 1849 City Directories. 
Many of the names which appear on the 1850 rolls , such as John 
Lox, David Hopkins, Samuel Harris, Orange Jackson, Charles i are , Daniel Jackson, William Wintrey, and others , are not 
w~und in any of ~he prior or subsequent source references and 

re probably only residents of short duration ( l ess than one 
Y1sear) or transients . See Appendix Two for the entries of the 

50 Census . 
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Harling, a cook, Alexander Wilson and his family of six, 

Jonathan J. Myers, another grocer, Lewis Johnson and his 

Caucasian wife Catherine, Sully Watson's family of six, and 

John Offer, whose arrival in the city brought to fourteen the 

number of colored barbers . ? 

While the Negro community still made up only a very small 

percentage of the total population of Milwaukee ( 101 out of 

20,061), it had grown by leaps and bounds from the early 1840 

community of hotel servants and barbers. 8 In size it had 

increased by four times its original number, but even more 

interesting was the manner 1n which it had changed . The 

Negroes of 1850 still totally dominated th"e local barbering 

trade, there being only four white barbers 1n the entire city.9 

However , besides the large number of colored barbers, there 

were seven cooks, six waiters, two clothes cleaners, three 

masons, six whitewashers, two joiners, four laborers, two 

domestics, two grocers, a machinist, a milliner , a sailor , and 

a farmer. IO Of the entire Negro adult popul ation , only three 

were not gainfully employed and two of these were in the 

county jall. 11 

7 Ibid., pp. 161-62, 193, 202, 203, 369, 411, 441, 456 , 
14g:-460, 

B Ibid ., p . 17 et ~. 

9City Directory for 1848-49 . This statement is based 
Upon a careful examdnation of the entries in the 1848-49 City 
Directory of Milwaukee . William A. Gates (p . 89) , Herman 
Grebel (p. gO), Henry Grundman (P. gO), and N. Paul (P. 113) 
are the only persons listed as barbers who are not members of 
the Negro community. 

100.5., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1950, 
P. 17 ~ seg . 

11 
lli.£., pp. 253, 312. 
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l>1any of the Negroes I i ving in ?-1.ilwaukee in 1850 o,med 

moderate arrounts of p roperty .. The ho ldings of Joseph NeIls 

, ... ere estimated a t $1,000 in the census as were those of Henry 

12 B. Platt . Samuel Potts ' l and had a market price of $400 , 

while l'1i111am Harling ' s amounted to nearly $600 . 1 3 Three 

hundred dollars 'Nas the value the census taker placed upon 

Jonathan J .. Myers I store a nd home , \oJ'hile Lyman Ben j amin I 5 

properties on Second Street and in the Ninth Nard were Horth 

over $1 , 000 . 1 4 The colored citizens of Nilt"aukee 1n 1 850 

established much deeper roots in the community than had their 

earlier brethren .. 

The Negro community in 1850 seemed to have little , if 

any problem gaining property i n Milwaukee . \ihi l e a large 

number of them resided in t he First Ward , they were by no 

means restricted to that area. l5 In fact , a closer look will 

5ho\'1 that in 1852, out of forty listed residences of Negroes, 

twenty-five or 62 . 5% wer e on the east side of the Mi l waulcee 

River scattered throughout the First , Third , and Seventh Wards . 

Ten families, or 25% of the Negro conununity , resided on the 

wes t side of the river in the Second and Fourth vla r ds , \'1hile 

the remaining five famil ies, \<lhich was 13 . 5% of the tota l 

co l o r ed population, lived on the South Side in the Fifth and 

12I bid., pp . 197, 202 . 

13~., pp . 17 , 460 . 

14 Ibid ., pp . 203 , 476~ William T. Green , Negroes in ~~ 1-
waukee , An undated , unidentified newspaper clioping from the 
EthnIc Fi l e in the Collections of the Milwaukee-County Hi s t o r­
ical Society , Mih ... aukee, 'ilisconsin . 

15U . 5 ., Bureau 
p. 17 ~ seg. 

pf the Census , Seventh Census , 1850 , 
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Eighth Wards (see Map A).16 These homes ,,,ere located on some 

of the best l and in the city and alongside of some of Mil-

waukee's most prominent citizens. 

As regards their origins, a majority (forty-two persons 

or 57%) of the adult Negroes were born in Southern states , but 

only seven of these came from the Deep South slave states. I7 

Of the remaining thirty-two a dults, most listed Eastern states 

as their birthplace with Pennsylvania and New York being the 

most common. l 8 All but two of the twenty-four chi l dren were 

born in Northern states , with seven having been born in Wiscon­

sin. 19 The colored population seemed to place a high value on 

education. A majority of them, fifty-two persons or 70.3%, 

could read and write and, of the thirteen school-aged children, 

nine were enrolled in the public schools. 20 

Another interesting aspect concerning the Negro community 

of 1850 was the nlli~ber of inter-racial marriages that existed~ 

The 1850 census showed five bi-racial families living in 

16City Directory for l851-5 2~ These f igures are based 
upon a careful examination of the City Directory of Milwaukee 
for 1851-52 \Y'hich lists the addresses of the various Negroes . 
It was from this information that Map A was plotted a nd the 
percentages determined . 

17U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, p. 17 
~ seg. A breakdown of the birthplaces by states shows nine­
teen from Virginia, six from Maryland, three each from Missouri 
and ·Tennessee, two from Louisiana, one each from Alabama, South 
Carolina, and the District of Columbia. 

18Ibid • By states they were Pennsylvania eleven , New York 
nine, Ohio and Canada four each, Connecticut two, and 
Massachusetts and Indiana one each. 

19Ibid • 
in Ohio, two 
Canada. 

20Ibid _. 

Nine of the children were born in New York, three 
in Michigan, two in South Carolina, and one in 
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Milwaukee. In all five of these cases Negro men were married 

to white women and in four of the five cases the women were 

of immigrant stock. While a ratio of five inter-racial 

families out of twenty-five seems disproportionately high, it 

does not appear to have had any significant effect on the 

cornmunity.21 

Relations between whites and Negroes in Milwaukee at the 

turn of the decade were exceptionally good . The abolitionist 

movement was gaining strength, with many of the city ' s lead-

inq citizens supporting it. Negro children attended the 

public schools with white child ren . The local papers were 

generally friendly towards the colored popu~ation and t,~ of 

them openly supported the abolitionist cause. There was 

adequate employment for all Negroes and few official restric­

tions placed upon their lives . 22 The Negro community had 

definitely become a permanent part of the life fabric of Mil-

waukee . While a large part of the colored population was made 

2l~. , pp . 17, 369, 456 . The five inter-racial couples 
were William and Ann Brown, George and Mary Clark, Samuel and 
Louisa Potts, Lewis and Catherine Johnson, and Jesse Epps and 
his wife whose name is not known . 

22The official restrictions placed upon Negroes were the 
lack of the right to vote and exclusion from the militia. This 
is not to say that these were the only restrictions that the 
Negroes of Milwaukee encountered . Undoubtedly there were cer­
tain buSinesses, places of entertainment, and individuals who 
discriminated against Negroes, but on the whole, the colored 
residents of Milwaukee enjoyed a greater deal of freedom than 
d id Negroes in other areas of the Midwest . Among other t h ings, 
they could own property, engage in business, travel freely , 
send their child~en to the public schools, seek redress of 
their grievances in the courts, testify against white men, 
serve on juries, and hold public assemblies . 
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up of fugitive slaves, they felt relatively safe in their 

adopted community and sought to lead normal, happy, prosperous 

lives . Then 1n August of 1850, their new found life ... ,as sud­

denly and seriously threatened . 

That month the United States Congress , as part of the 

Compromise of 1850, passed a ne':'l Fugitive Slave Law which gave 

slave hunters far more polV'er than they had p reviously possessed . 

rtlhile Mihmulcee ' s Negroes always had to contend ''lith fugitive 

slave laws and slave hunters , the previous bil l s had been ren­

dered virtually inoperative over the years . Under the old 

la"ls slave hunters had to seek redress for the ir lost p roperty 

from the state courts and officers woo generally <.'lere sympathetic 

towar ds the Negro . v1ith the net ... lat ... , however , Federal commis­

sioners ~~uld determine if the Negro were a fugitive or not 

and the Negro tV'Ould be al lowed to say nothing in his ovm 

defense . 

I t di d not take the slave hunters long to invade Wiscon­

sin in search of lost property.. Early in October two "sports ­

men from the South U came to Brookfield seeking a fugitive slave 

\>1ho resided there .. Fortunately , sympathetic neighbors hid the 

man and sent the s l ave hunters on a false trail .. 23 The Negro 

community realized that it was in grave danger , that there was 

little local officials coul d do to protect them, and that they 

"/Quld have to rely on themselves and friendly whites to pre­

Vent their being returned to s lavery.. Their answer to the 

23Mil waukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , October 1 0 , 1850 .. 
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p r obl em 'vas to call a mass meeting of a ll Mi l waukee Negroes , 

the first time i n their history that such a gathering had 

occurred . 24 

On Nonday I october 7th, the meeting came to order .. Lewis 

Johnson was e l ected chairman a nd Joseph Barquet, a whitewasher 

who l ived i n the house of Wi l liam Harling, secr etary . Johnso n 

began the meeting with an address of uimpass i oned oratory" 

denouncing the new Fugitive Slave Law. He ",larned that the 

l ocal Negro popul ation must either acquiesce to t he evil of 

returning to s l avery or unite and , with the hel p of friendl y 

whites, prevent the enforcement of the law. He remi nded them 

that thi s would be the first meeting of colored peopl e in the 

state of Wisconsin i n whi ch they woul d be abl e to voice their 

own opinions and he hoped that they woul d agree to resist the 

25 l aw. 

After Johnson finished speaking , a motion was made that 

a committee be appointed to draft a preambl e and a set of 

resolutions to stress the determination of the co l ored peopl e 

to oppose the Fugitive S l ave Law. Johnson appoint ed a com-

mittee consisting of George H. Clark, Will iam Harl ing , 

Al exander Wilson, John Gardner , and William Mi n er to write 

the reso l uti o ns. When the committee l eft, Wi l liam Thomas 

Watson , the eldest son of Sul ly Watson , spoke to the meeting. 

He p r esented in detai l how the new law endangered every Negro , 

free or fugi ti ve, who 11 ved i n 11i l waukee and i mpl o r ed everyone 

24I b i d • 

25Ibid _. 
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present to resist the law to the utmost of his or her ability~26 

The next speaker, Joseph Barquet, gave the most impassioned 

address of the evening. He called upon all Negroes to oppose 

the law even at the cost of their own lives. He further rep-

rimanded the United States government for refusing to accord 

free Negroes their just rights and for sustaining the institu­

tion of slavery.27 

By the time Barquet finished speaking, the committee had 

returned with its resolutions. ¥~. Clark presented the follow-

lng draft to the meeting: 

Whereas, the Constitution of the United States 
guarantees its p rotection to those who will peace­
fully meet for all purposes or to speak of their 
grievances and laying their inquiries before the 
people--and , whereas , a law has been passed by the 
American Congress, just adjourned, entitled a bill 
for the re-caoture of Fugitive Slaves which law we 
hold to be repugnant to all republican principles 
of government, trampling underfoot every vestige of 
justice, setting aside the Habeus Corpus and trial 
by jury which have come down to us from the time of 
the g reat Magna Carta, whereas, the said law gives 
no protection to bond or free, depriving us of our 
oaths, leaving no protection, and being thus situated 
by the passage of this law, \.,.e have no other alter­
native left but to choose between Liberty or Death~ 

Therefore, we, the people of the City and County 
of Milwaukee in the state of Wisconsin do Resolve: 

1. That the passage of Mason1s fugitive bill is 
an outrage upon all forms of republicanism leaving us 
to choose Libe rty or Death, and that of the alterna­
tives we choose death to chains. 

2. That we pledge ourselves to come forward at 
any alarm given and rescue our fugitive brethren even 
unto death, furthermore, that we stain every inch of 
earth with our blood for their deliverance, leaving 
the issue vIi th Isreal l s God . 

3 . That as peaceful citizens we respect the laws, 
but we cannot heed any lav.l that contradicts the higher 

26Ib1d _. 
27Ib1d _. 



law of sel f-protection--that Life , Liberty, and 
Pursuit of Happiness are the constitutional doc­
trines we ho l d paramount in this case , believing 
Mason ' s bloody bill to be antagonistic to those 
pro vi sions . 

31. 

4 . That our thanks are due to our immediate Sena­
tors and Repr esentat ives for their votes against this 
bloody bill , and a l so t o those nobl e Senators and 
Representatives f r om o t hers states who voted in like 
manner against it. 

5. That the nobl e Turk who refused to yiel d up 
the leaders of Hungarian liberty as sacrifice to 
Russia has set a nobl e example worthy of imitation by 
every lover of Justice a nd Liberty in this Christian 
l a nd . 

6 . That we feel p r oud of our a dopted state and 
record with pleasure the fact that her hands are c l ean 
of the fugitive ' s b l ood . 

7. That our thanks are due to those journal s of 
this City which have opposed the Fugitive Law and 
rememberence of their aid we will always ho l d dear . 28 

Martin Smith, a whitewasher who had recently arrived in 

Milwaukee and who later would be intimately involved with the 

Fugitive Slave Law, seconded the resolutions . A vote was taken 

and the resolutions wer e adopted unanimously . Just before the 

meeting adjourned , Hr . Johnson read a letter signed by a 

"C. D. W. II who suggested that the Negroes organize their own 

protective societi es . The meeting was then adjourned . 29 

For the fi r st time in their history , Milwaukee's Negroes 

had acted as a cohesive group when faced by a major p robl em. 

They had organized themselves and made their voices heard in 

the white community . On October 11th, the Milwaukee Daily 

Sentinel and Gazette ran an editorial under the title II Voice 

of our Colored Citizens " which congratul ated the Ne g roes for 

their action and supported it . 

28Ibid _. 
29I bid _. 
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We invite attention to the proceedings of a 
public meeting of the colored citizens of Milwaukee , 
held on ~bnday evening last, to express their views 
touching the infamous fugitive slave law. Surely 
no American who believes in the Declaration of Inde­
pendence , or has ever looked upon Bunker Hill can 
find fault with their determination . 'Liberty or 
Death! ' The law is one which ought never to have 
been passed , wh~8h cannot be enforced, and which 
will not stand. 

32 . 

Indeed , the Negro community had taken a major step forward . 

But the holding of meetings and the passing of reso lu-

tlons , while praiseworthy in themselves , di d little to solve 

the problem created by the Fugitive Slave Law. Slave hunters 

continued to prowl the neighborhood . General ly, local offi-

cials and citizens were opposed to the law and they did all 

they could to hinder its enforcement . This led the slave 

hunters to sometimes prefer to recover their property ~thout 

the aid of the law. Early in 1851 , a great deal of excitement 

was caused by the kidnapping of a Negro boy named George Wells. 

It seems that some slave hunters spirited him out of town on 

board the ship Artie and took him to New Buffalo, after which 

he was never heard from again . 3l 

After the first burst of excitement died down , the Fugi-

tive Slave Law did not have as disastrous an effect on the 

Negro community as most people thought it would . Very few 

30Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , October II, 1850. 

31Jarnes S. Buck, Pioneer History of Milwaukee (4 vcls; 
Milwaukee , Symes, Swain, and Company, 1884 ), III , 357. This 
individual might have been the son or younger brother of 
Joseph Wells, In the 1848- 49 City Directory there is a listing 
for John G. ( Geo~e? ) Wells living at the same address as the 
senior Wells and employed as a barber in the J. W. Wells and 
Company barbershop. However, the 1850 census does not list any 
chil dren for Joseph Wells. 
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Negro families moved out of the city and those that did 

33. 

were 

compensated for by new arri vals. 32 On the whole , life among 

the colored citizens of Milwaukee continued as usual. There 

was a great deal of talk among the Negroes about the ne,.,est 

celebrity 1n their midst . In 1851, Lyman Benjamin , who worked 

as a cook at the American House, decided that the artistic 

efforts of the loca l colored population deserved to be exhib-

ited alongside those of the white community at the forthcoming 

Crystal Palace Exposition in London. On May 11th, Benjamin 

boarded a steamer and set sail for England . He took with him 

various items of handiwork which he felt would best show the 

world II ••• what the colored people of Wisconsin can do . 1133 

A g rowing sense of p ride in their accomplishments was beginning 

to make itself manifest within the colored community . 

The early 1850'5 saw the arrival of several new fami l ies 

of Negroes . Ambrose Dudley, who worked as a cook at the P~me 

Sal oon and lived at 5 Spring Street (present day west Wiscon­

sin Avenue), settled here in early 1852 . 34 That same year, 

David Booker and his wife , Cinthill, came to the city and moved 

into the house on the corner of Third and Cedar Streets (pre­

sent day Kilbourn) .35 However, the real increase in the size 

of the colored population occurred in 1854 . That year five 

32City Directory for 1851-52, p . 3 ~ ~~ Jesse M. Van 
Slyck, Col. Van Slyck's Milwaukee City Directory and Business 
Advertiser, 1854-55 (l1ilwaukeea Starrs I Book and Job Office , 
1854), p . 13 et ~. -

33Daily Free Democrat, May 9, 1851. 

34City Directory for 1851-52, p . 41. 

35~., p . 13. 
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new li s tings for Negroes were p laced in the city d irectory . 

William Henderson , with his wife and daughter, resided on 

Third Street between Sp ring and Wells, where Henderson, a 

shoemaker, set up his shoP . 36 By an odd coincidence, a second 

Negro shoemaker, Henry Thompson, and his family arrived in 

Milwaukee that same year. The Thompson family lived on Michi-

37 
gan Street between Jefferson and Jackson . 

Another addition to the Negro community during 1854 was 

Abraham Tbrrey who, with his Caucasian wife; Cainegonda , 

resided on Fourth Street between Tamarack and Prairie (present 

Sta t e and McKinley Streets) . 38 When Robert Titball decid ed 

it woul d be an opportune time for him to. depart the city, 

there was a ready occupant for his old barbershop at 16 Wiscon-

sin Street in Mrs . Sarah Carroll . Mrs . Carroll remodeled the 

store and opened a rodllinery and d ressmaking shop which soon 

became one of the more popular women ' s appar e l houses in Mil­

waukee. 39 The final addition to the colored population in 

1 854 was Ez ekiel Gi l lesp ie and his family of three who moved 

h e re from Ind iana . Gi l lesp ie, who lived at 12 Wisconsin Street, 

found employment selling vegetabl es for a local merchant . 40 

36Van Slyck, City Directory for 1 854 , p. 127 . 

37Ibid . , p. 264. 

38Ibid ., p . 266; u.s., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 
J860, State of Wisconsin , Mi lwaukee County (3 vo 1s), Manuscript 
Copy in the Coll ections of the State Historical Socie~y of 
Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin, II, 381 . 

39 Van Slyck, City Directory for 1 854 , p . 127 . 

40 
Ibid . , p . l07~ U.S . , Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 

1860 , Ir;-3S1 . 
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One of the more interesting members of the Negro commu-

nity during this time was Jesse Epps. Epps, commonl y referred 

to by the locals as uProfessor ," came to Milwaukee in 1850 a nd 

e ngaged in the grocery trade with his shop being l ocated o n 

Clinton (present day South First Street) near Madison in Walker '~ 

Po1nt. 41 After he established himself , the Pr ofessor sent for 

his wife, a white French woman , and their c hild. 42 However, 

his business venture d id not prosper and he soon found himself 

in difficulties. By 1 852 , Epps' fortune s reached a low ebb 

and he was forced to move his business and family into what was 

known as the URough and Ready Shanty Ii on East Water Street. 43 

This shanty , which had been bui lt as a m~etlng hall for the 

p residenti a l campaign of Zachary Taylor in 1848, was abandoned 

and Jesse simply took it over on "squatter 's rights. ,, 44 One 

old settler vividly described the building as II ••• a l ean-to 

against the end of a l arge store on a vacant l ot . It could 

not have stood three minutes on its own foundation. It was 

41 U. S ., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, 
p . 369 ~ City Directory for 1851-52, p . 45 . 

42State of Wisconsin , Census Report , 1855 , Mi lwaukee 
County, Manuscript Copy in the Collections of the State 
Historical Soci ety of Wisconsin, Ma dison, Wisconsin~ Buck, 
Pioneer History, I V, 99. 

4 3Robert Sutherl and , "Reminiscences of a Twenty Month's 
Residence in MilwaUkee in 1 851-2":'3," Evening Wisconsin, July 
16 , 1 904 , a newsc1ipping in Scrapbook No . 1 3, Mi lwaukee City 
and Vicini ty, pp . 67- 69 in the Ol d Settlers I Club Collection 
of the Mi l waukee County Historical Society, Nilwaukee , Wis­
conSin. 

44I bid • ~ Peter Van Vechten, nSutherland 's Reminiscences 
Pleased Old Settle rs, II Evening Wisconsin, July 23, 1904 , a 
news c lipping in Scrapbook No. 13, MilwaUkee City and Vicinity 
P . 69 in the Ol d Settlers' Club Collection of the Mi lwaukee ' 
County Historical Society, Mi l waukee , Wisconsin. 
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built of waifs, and strays of 'board and slabs which looked as 

if they had been leisurely collected in different parts of the 

world . Some of the boards could reasonably be credited ~th 

having served as berths in the Mayflower . u45 

From this new, Illow overhead 'I base, Professor Epps con-

tinued to operate his grocery while at the same time working 

as an auctioneer ' s caller, striding up and down the streets of 

the city, ringing his bell , and announcing 1n a loud , deep 

voice when and where the day's auction was to be held . 46 As 

a further means of livelihood , Professor and Mrs . Epps doubled 

as fortune tellers and palmists . 47 Nor were Mr. Epps ' color­

ful exploits limited to business enterprises a l one . The local 

tabloids of the time bear frequent reference to his activities , 

generally in connection with some humorous event or rowdy 

tumult, but ab ... ays , it appears , with tongue-in-cheek. 4 8 

The highpoint of EppSI career came during the summer of 

1 855 . It seems that one day the city was hit by a sudden 

severe storm which caught everyone off guard. The Professor 

was spending the day at his renowned store with a ll his wares 

openly d isplayed for the public . The story goes on to show 

how onl y the quick thinking and action of Mrs . Epps prevented 

45Sutherl and, Scrapbook No . 13, Mi l waukee City and Vicinity, 
PP. 67-69 . 

46I bid _. 
47Ibid _. 
48For references to Jesse Epps see Mi l waukee Daily News , 

February 7, 1854~ Buck, Pioneer History, III, 391~ Mi lwaukee 
Daily Sentinel and Gazette, May 28 , 1855, September 3, 1855 , 
~tober 23~ 1855 , December 11, 1855 , April 14, 1856, and 

y 17, 18~6. 
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a major calamdty. 

J . Epps , Esq . , wholesal e and retai l deal er in 
pies, cakes, ~aple sugar , fruit, cider vinegar mulled , 
etc . , corner of Michigan and East Water Streets, met 
\-lith a heavy loss, but through the alm::lst superhuman 
efforts of his large corps of clerks most of his goods 
were removed, although in damaged condition . Too much 
praise cannot be awarded to Mrs . Epps, the respected 
consort of Jesse . During the height of the shower she 
stood braving the element l ike a rock sheltering a 
large cake of maple sugar (which otherwise would have 
been destroyed) from the pelting storm, with the skirts 
of her dress . We have not heard whether there was any 
insurance on the property . 

P.S.-- We learn since writing the above, that Jesse 
Epps was somewhat fractured upon the spot ' where the 
wool ought to gr~~ ' by the dangerous bursting of a 
bottle of I pop I .. 

Unfortunately , the Epps ' colorful days in the !tRough and 

Ready Shanty II were numbered . James Ludi."ngton, the owner of 

the property, des ired to make more profitable use of it. F~w-

ever , the Professor and his consort were determined not to 

be deprived of their home, no matter how humble it be . Finally, 

in desperatio:l, Ludington hired some \vorkmen to demo lish the 

shack during the night . Despite the fact that the Professor 

and his , ... ife ""ere still inside, the men went to their task with 

gusto and before l ong the humbl e abode was scattered hither 

and yon about the lot . 50 I'Then asked the next day about the 

incident, Professor Epps made it knot..m that he was quite IIput 

out ll and indignantly announed "I leab heah. I doan l ib whar 

an honest man am not perspected .. ,, 51 

49BUCk , Pioneer H1sto~ III , 99 .. 

50Van Vechten, Scrapbook No. 1 3, Milwaukee City and 
Vicinity , p . 69, Sutherland , Scrapbook No . 13, Milwaukee City 
and Vicl.nity, pp .. 67-69. -

V .. 5lSutherland, Scrapooolc No . 13 , Mi l waukee City and 
l.cl.nity, pp. 67 - 69. 

-.' 



However, in a more serene period of afterthOught, the 

Professor must have changed his mind.. The records Soo\11 that 

he \l1as still in to\<ffi the next year, running a IIsaloon li on East 

Water Street between Johnson and Division Streets (present day 

East Highland and Juneau Avenues) . 52 But this business ven-

ture appears to have been as ill-fated as EppSI earlier en-

deavors and by 1857 the Professor and his family had left the 

city p resumably in search of a p lace where an honest man coul d 

be IIperspected.1I53 

The general tranquility and good life enjoyed by the 

H11waukee Negro community during the early 1850 l s was abruptly 

shattered in March of 1854.. At two o ' clock in the afternoon 

of March 11th, the incessant clanging of the Court House bell 

warned the city that something important was occurring. As 

the crowds began to stream down the streets toward the Court 

House Square , they saw Sherman Booth, mounted on a horse, racins 

up and down the roadways shouting II Freemen, to the Rescue • .,54 

Not until they reached the square, however, did they discover 

the cause of a ll this commotion. Slave hunters had invaded 

the region, kidnapped a fugitive s l ave who lived in Racine, and 

locked him in the county jail. 

53Erving, Burdick , and Companies. Milwaukee City Direc­
tory for 1857 and 1858 (Milwaukee I Steam Press of King, Jerma1n 
and Company, 1857), p . 8 et seg. 

54Mi1waukee Dai ly Sentinel and Gazette , March 13, 1854, 
March 22, 1854; Daily Wisconsin , Mar ch 13, 1854; Dai l y Free 
~mocrat, March II, 1854 . 
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The man who was the center of all this excitement was 

Joshua Glover , a Negro slave who , in 1852 , had escaped from 

his master , Ammi C. Garl and of St . Louis, and made his way vi a 

the underground railroad to Racine, Wisconsin . Here he found 

employment in the Sinclair & Rice flourmill, four miles north 

of Racine. Somehow, after two years of freedom, Glover's 

former master learned of his whereabouts and set out to regain 

his lost property. 55 Thus, on the night of March 10, 1854, as 

Glover and two Negro friends named Turner and Ellis were play-

1ng cards , there was a rap on the door . Despite admonitions 

not to, Turner quickly arose and released the bolt holding the 

door. In rushed Deputy United States ~4rshal Charles C. 

Cotten, two assistants, and Mr . Garl and . A schuffle followed 

during which Glover was knocked senseless, handcuffed, and 

thrown into the bed of a waiting wagon . Because they feared 

the abolitionists in Racine , the slave hunters determined to 

take the Negro to Mi l waukee, where he was placed in the county 

jail under a special deputy assigned by the United States 

56 Marshal , A. V. R. Abelman. 

The following morning , after they learned what had 

happened , the Racine abolitionists lost no time in reacting. 

They wired Sherman Booth the basic information about the inci­

dent and set out for Milwaukee by boat, one hundred strong. 

55Mi l waukee Dai l y Sentinel and Gazette , March 1 3, 1 854 ; 
Daily Wisconsin , March 13, 1854. See also Buck, Pioneer 
History , I V, 22-24. 
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In the meam./hi le, Booth made inquiries concerning the kidnap-

ping and , receiving no satisfactory answers , began to spread 

the warning about slave hunters in toe city. A large crowd 

soon gathered at the Court House , including some of 11ih,aukee l s 

leading citizens and a number of the Negro residents . Z.~fter 

James H. Paine had gained some semblance of order , Doctor E. 

B. Hal cott ",as made chairman, A. Henry Bielfeld secretary, and 

a special vigilance committee of twenty- five was appointed to 

watch the jail and make sure the Negro was not spirited out 

of town . 57 

A H'rl t of habeas cerous .vas obtained and served upon 

Marshal Cotten ,.,he told the cor:vni ttee that he did not have 

the authority to rel ease Grover and that he would no t do so 

unless ordered to . The leaders then decided that a special 

Committee, headed by C. K. 1ilatki ns, who w'as acting as Glover ' s 

attorney, should vlai t upon Andrew G. r-aller , the Federal Judge, 

to determine if the v,,'rit would be obeyed . In the meantime , 

a series of add resses Here given to the crowd woo received them 

warml y . At five o·clock in the evening , the del egati on from 

Racine arrived and all the gory detai ls of the kidnapping were 

circulated atrong the crowd .. By the t i me ~'latkins returned to 

tell the assembly that the writ of habeas corpus would not be 

honored, the gathering had become a mob . They ignored the 

advice of the leaders not to take the l aw into their own hands . 

A sturd y beam being used on the construction of St. J ohn 1s 

57Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , March 13, 1854, 
March 22 , 1854, March 23, 1 854 .. See also 1881 F~story , pp. 
241-42 ; Buck , Pioneer History, IV, 23- 24. 
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Cathedral across the street was brought over and the jail door 

battered down . Glover was brought out, placed in the wagon of 

John A. Hessinger, and spirited out of Milwaukee to Waukesha . 58 

The rest of the affair is well known . A few days later, 

Gl over returned to Racine' where he was disguised and placed 

upon a ship which took him to Canada and safety. 59 As for 

Booth , the Fed eral authori ties arrested him for his part in 

the rescue and prosecuted him i n a long and intricate series 

of trials and appeals . It is not the intention of this paper 

to treat this aspect of the Qlover rescue as it did not have 

any great effect on the Negro community.60 vfuat did affect the 

community, however, was the t r ial by the state authorities of 

four other participants in the rescue . 

On May II , 1854, the Grand Jury of l'-l1 l waukee County re-

turned a "true bill I I of indictment for inciting to riot during 

the Gl over rescue against George Bingham, a carpenter , Thomas 

r1ason, of the Shadbolt & Mason Building Company, John Rycraft , 

58r-lilwaukee Daily Sen tinel and Gazette, r1arch 22, 1854 . 
See also 1881 History , p . 242 . 

59 "Mr . Booth ' s Addr ess, II Evening Wisconsin , 189 7 , a news ­
clipping in Scrapbook No . 11 , Prominent Men and Women , pp . 79-
81 in the Ol d Settl ers' Club Collection of the Milwaukee County 
Historical Society , Mi l waukee , Wisconsin ~ 1881 History , pp. 
242 - 43; Buck , Pioneer History, IV, 24. 

60For a short summary of the Booth case see 1 881 History, 
PP . 243- 52; "Mr . Booth ' s Address, lI Scrapbook No . I I , Prominent 
Men and Women , pp. 79- 81 . For a more detailed study of the 
litigation see Abe1man v , Booth, 59 u . S , 470, 15 L. Ed . 465 ; 
Q. S . v . Booth, 59 u . s. 476 , 1 5 L. Ed . 464; In Re Sherman M. 
Booth, 3 vlis . 1; Ex Parte Sherman M. Booth, 3 Wis . 145; In Re 
Booth and Rycra"'ft , 3 vlis . 1 57; Bagnall v. Booth, 4 Wis. 163; 
Arnold v . Booth, 14 VIis . 280; Booth v. Abelman, 1 6 Wis . 460; 
E90th v . Abe1man , 18 VIis. 495; Booth v . Abe1man, 20 Wis . 23; 
E90th v . Abel man, 20 Wis . 602 , (June, 1866) , 
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a mason , and J.t".tartin Smith, a Negro w"hi tewasher . 61 Thi s was 

the same Mar tin Smith who had so enthusiasticall y seconded the 

resolutions of 1850 o pposing the Fugitive Slave Law (Supra p . 

29) and who put those resolves into action on i"1arch 1 1th when 

he came to the aid of a l ess fortunate fel l ow blackman . 62 The 

day after the indictment, Bi ngham and Rycraft posted $500 bonds 

and on May 15th, Smith and Mason "vere taken i nto custody by the 

sheriff . Mason i mmediatel y posted a $500 bond, but Smith had 

to remain in jail u ntil the 17th of Jvlay .. ",hen a $250 bond was 

posted for his release with James H. Paine and Peter Yates 

acting as his sureties. 63 

The court set June 3rd as the trial date , however , none 

of the defendants appeared when the court was call ed to order . 

The cour t then held their bonds to be forfeit and , on October 6 , 

1854 , by an unanimous decision the grand j ury continued the 

case to the next term of the court . 64 A second trial was set 

for March 9 , 1 855 , and thi s t i me the defendants decided that 

they had best attend . James H. Paine , George W. Larki n , and 

Mitchell Steever acted as counsels for al l four of t he defend­

ants . 65 After a request for a change of venue was h e ard and 

denied , t he difficul t task of sel ecting the j u ry began . 

61M11waukee County Cir cuit Court , Circuit Court Criminal 
Docket , B, 295; Van S l yck, Ci ty Directory for 1 854 , p . 248 ; 
U. S ., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, I I, 1 22 . 

62Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , October LO, 1850, 
May 1 6 , 1854 , , 

63Circuit Court , Cri minal Docket , B, 295 c 

64Ibid -' 

65Ibid 
-' 
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The defense poll ed the jury poo l most meticulous l y, 

examining each prospective juror carefully on his attitudes 

towards s l avery , Negroes , and the Fugitive Slave Law. After 

exhausting the entire pool , and most of the morning , o nly 

eight jurors had been impaneled. Those selected were Jo~~ 

Ogden , James S . Buck, Owen Al drich, John Bowen , J ohn Evan s, 

L. L. Grilby, James Marner , and T. W. Mayhew. 66 At the order 

of the court , the Sheriff brought in a second pool and from 

this group four more jurors were finally selected to fi ll out 

the panel. These l ast four were Jesse M. Van Slyck, L. L. 

Powers , Victor Schulte, and George Paddock , who was himsel f a 

free Negro farmer employed by James Kneeland. 67 

The t r ial itself was a long , involved affair, lasting 

five days . Much of the same material that had been brought 

out in the Booth case constituted the bulk of the evidence. 

Many of the witnesses had testified in the earlier trial . 

Finally , on March 13th, the jury went into deliberation. The 

city anxiously awaited the decision . Many felt that the 

earlier conviction by the Federal authorities of Booth , and 

with him of John Rycraft one of the defendants in this case , 

might affect the decision of the jury. There was much specu­

l ation as to whether the state courts woul d fo llow the l ead of 

the Feder a l government in enforcing the provisions of the 

Fugitive Slave Law. The jury, .. ."hich Paine had taken great 

66Ibid _. 
67Ibid • , 

p . 201.--

, 

Erving , City Directory for 1857-58, 
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care in selecting, however , d i d · not fol l ow the earlier prece-

dent and returned a verdict of UNot Guilty .. u Thereupon , al l 

four defendants were immediately released from custody . 68 

Whi l e the white community looked upon the Glover Res cue 

as a great victory over slavery and the Fugitive Slave La, ... , 

the Negro community did not see it as such . True, Gl over had 

been rescued and taken to safety, but this had to be done by 

force and without recourse to the p rotection of the l aw. True, 

the l ocal court s had supported the rescue when they released 

the four Urioters ", including a member of the black community, 

but the Federal Courts , where fugitives woul d be tried , still 

enforced the Fugitive Slave Law. The b lackman realized that 

he was constantly subject to raids by slave hunters, that he 

could find no protection under the law as it now stood, and 

that , should he be captured, he probably would not be as for -

tunate as Glover and have a mob come to his rescue. Many 

Mih ... aukee Negroes p anicked under this realization and f l ed to 

Canada or other areas where they thought they woul d be safe. 69 

Among those who left the c i ty in the wake of the Gl over affai r 

..... ere Jared Gray, John Offer , Ninerva Farr, Joseph DeLong, 

Richard Richardson , Henry Thompson , William Henderson, and 

Samuel Potts. 70 

68Circuit Court , Criminal Docket , B, 302 . 

69Green , Neqroes in ~~ lwaukee. 

70Van Slyck, City Directory for l85 4 ~ Van Slyck, City 
Directorv for 1 856- 57 . The names of these people appear in 
the 1854-55 City Directory but are absent in the next edition 
(IB~6-57) which was the first one published after the Glover 
rescue . I t would appear fairly safe , in l ight of William 



45. 

But if the Negro community was shaken by the Glover 

affair , it did not die or fal l apart. Most of the older , 

more established residents had too much invested in Yd lwaukee 

to abandon it all . A core of families --the Andersons, Watsons, 

Myers , Clarks, Johnsons, Smiths , Lymans, and Platts--stayed 

and kept the Negro community a live and active. In fact , the 

community made good most of its losses from those who f l ed. 

In 1855 , four new fami lies , totaling fourteen persons, moved 

into the city. They included James A. Goines , David Baker , 

George R. Ly rus, and Louis Hurley. 71 The year 1 856 saw the 

arrival of four more families and the year after that , eight 

farnilies. 72 Part of this continued increase in the size of 

the Negro community can be accounted for by the expulsion of 

free Negroes from the state of Virginia i n the late 1 850 's. 

Because these people did not have to fear the Fugitive Slave 

Law, they could settle in areas where fugitives would be in 

great danger . Add to this the tolerant atti t ude of t-lisconsin's 

officials to\oIard the Negro (see Chapter Two, Footnote 22) and 

it 1s not d ifficult to understand why many of these p eople 

migrated to and settled in Milwaukee. 73 

Green's statement concerning the flight of Milwaukeets fugitive 
slave population to Canada (Footnote 69) , to assume that these 
individuals left the city because they feared they might be 
captured and returned to slavery under the Fugitive Slave Law. 
Two of these families , Samuel Potts and William Henderson , 
later returned to Mi l waukee and re- established their homes . 

7lState of Wisconsin , Census Report , 1855 : Milwaukee Daily 
Sentinel and Gazette , November 10, 1855. , 

72Van Slyck, City Directory for 1 856- 57: Erving , et al., 
City Directory for 1857-58 . This information was gained by 
makding a careful examination of the listings for the two years 
an comparing it with the names on the 1860 Federal census . 

73 
Green , Negroes ' in Mi l waukee . 
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Nor had the Glover incident d riven Milwaukee ' s colored 

citizens from seeking their full political rights. On Novem-

ber 16, 1855 , the Negro community hel d another mass meeting to 

d iscuss the question of their suffrage. Henry A. B. Platt was 

elected the chairman and James A. Goines, a recent arrival in 

the city, secretary.74 After a discussion of the problem, the 

following reso l ution was adopted : 

Whereas, the right of suffrage is no\-I extended to 
all persons , irrespective of birth, creed, or clime, 
except to the colored man , and believing that this 
Right is unjustly withheld from us as men; 

Therefore , Resolved--first we circulate through­
out the state petit ions for signatures asking the 
Legislature in its next session to adopt such measures 
as will secure to us this God g iven r~ght . 

Reso l ved--that Charles J. Russell be appointed as 
a suitable person to p r esent said petition to the 
people of the State for their signature. 

Resolved--that the p r oceedings of this meeting be 
p u b lished in the Mi lwaukee Daily Sentinel and Free 
Democrat. 75 ----

Goines then appointed a committee to ensure that the reso-

lutions would be carried out and the process of securing signa-

tures on the petition begun . This proved to be a slow and 

tedious task . Finally, however, the petition was completed 

and presented to the legislature for conSideration. While the 

Senate acted favorably upon the measure, the Assembly failed 

to pass it and , therefore, no action was taken , with the peti ­

tion simply being shelved . 76 

Despite its fai l ure, this effort by the Mi l waukee Negro 

74Mi l waukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , November 1 0 , 1855. 

75Ibid _. 
76state of Wisconsin, Journal of the Senate of Wisconsin, 

Annual Session, A. D. 1856 , (Mad ison: Atwood and Rublie , 1 856) , 
Pp . 483 , 624, 641 , 664. 
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community proved that it was becoming, ever so steadily, more 

and more politicall y sophisticated. By their shrewd use of 

the loca l media and their adoption of an appropriate method of 

Ulegislative redress, II the local Negro leaders made it apparent 

that eventually they would have to be heard from. And heard 

from they were. On February 16, 1857 , Mr. N. vI. Dean intro -

duced into the Assembly on behalf of ~li lwaukee 's Negroes 

another petition, this one containing over three hundred signa­

tures from the Milwaukee area.?? Nor was this the only peti-

tion to be presented to the leg islature . Mr . H. A. Tenney 

introduced a similar petiti on into the Assembly and a third 

list of signatures, comprised mostly of the residents of 

Winnebago County, was introduced into the senate. 78 With this 

show of force, the Senate quickly passed an act , Senate Bill 

No . 31, p lacing the question of Negro suffrage on the ballot 

at the next general election and sent it to the Assembly for 

concurrence . 

The Assembly received the bill most favorably . Many of 

its members spoke of it in g l owing terms . One legislator went 

so far as to argue that it was the Christian duty of the 

Assembly to ri d the state of the II ••• barbarous and unmanl y 

dogma that human rights are qualities of color, to be analyzed 

and determined by the prism of prejudice and hereditary 

77state of Wisconsin , Journal of the Assembl 
sin , Annual Session, A.D. 1857 3 vols. ~ !1adisonl 
Proudfit, 1857 )., I , 386. 

of Wiscon­
CaJ:king and 

78Ibid., I, 301; State of Wisconsin, Journal of the Senate 

ro t lilisconsin , Annual Session, A. D. 1857, with an appendix 
Madison I Atwood and Rublie, 1857) , p . 165. 
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hatred. II 79 After the usual round of parliamentary procedures I 

the bi ll was passed by a vote of forty- three to thirty and 

returned to the Senate ... ,hich i mmediately forwa r ded it to the 

Governor for his approval. 80 Follo\nng the example set by the 

legislature, the governor lost no time in signing the bill 

into law on r1arch 6, 1857 . 81 

By the time of the election in November of 1857 , no one 

was sure just how the vote would go . The state itself had 

become about equally d i vided between Democrats and Republicans 

which gave the supporters of colored suffrage the hope that 

this time the issue would finally be carried. HO~ojever I \<then 

the election was over , it became crystal" clear that \-"iscon-

sinites 'vere still umo/illing to accept the Negro as their 

political equal. Over 89 ,000 bal lots had been cast in the 

race for governor, but only 60,000 voters expressed their 

opinion on Negro suffrage , and of these 36 , 000 , or a majority 

of 12,000, opposed it. 82 The Negroes of Wisconsin and Mil-

wau]<:ee remained politically impotent . 

If the 'yom te citizens of the state were not particul arly 

interested in g r anting the Negro his right to vote and determine 

79Reoort of the Ma10rity of the Judiciary Committee made 
to the Assembly, March 2, 1857 in the Journal of the Assembly, 
III, 3. 

80~'l1sconsin, Journal of the Assembly, I, 591 , 711-14, 
750-51; Wisconsin, Journal of the Senate, p _ 429 . 

8lWisconsin, Journal of the Senate, p . 529. 
, 

82John G. Gregory, Negro Suffrage in Wisconsin, A Paper 
Read Before the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences , Arts, and Letters 
~t the Summer Meeting , Milwaukee, June, 1895 , p . 98~ l111waukee 
ally Sentinel and Gazette , ~bvember 5, 1857 . 
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r~s own life, then something would have to be done to change 

this situation. One t111waukee Negro offered a proposal to 

this end . The Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette of Novem­

ber 18 , 1857 , reported a p lan on the part of George P- . Clark , 

one of the older leaders of the colored community, and two other 

Negroes to hold anti -slavery co nventions in various towns 

throughout the state. By this means , he hoped to both show 

the disgust of Wisconsi nites for the institution of s l avery 

and to educate the e l ectorate concerning the problem of Negro 

suffrage . 83 Unfortunately, he could not muster enough support 

for his project and it never got started. 

For the Mi l waukee Negro , the period of the late 1850 ' s 

was one of faith and frustration , hope and humiliation . He 

had failed in a third try to gain his right to vote and it 

appeared to him that he could make no political progress what­

soever . Yet even as the state of Wisconsin denied him one 

right , it acted to ensure him another. On February 17, 1 957 , 

the state Senate passed a bill , Senate Bil l No . 119 , which 

commonly became known as the Personal Liberty Law. This bill 

was intended to ensure the writ of habeas corpus to any person 

claimed as a fugitive slave , to g rant the right to trial by 

jury, and to prevent the kidnapping of Negroes in the state. 84 

Two days later, February 19th , the Assembly by a vote of fifty­

four to twenty- four concurred in the bill and on March 2, 1857 , 

83Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , November 18 , 1 857 . 

94Wisconsin, Journal of the Assembly, I, 456- 62 . 
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the governor signed it into law. 85 This unexpected source of 

protection greatly comforted Mi lwaukee's Negro popul ation, 

ylhich had daily lived in apprehension of slave hunters since 

the Glover incident in 1854. They were even more pleased when 

the Senate and Assembly, in a joint resolution, expressed 

their opposition to the admission of any more slave states 

into the uni on . 86 

But then came the fall election of 1857 . Most of the 

optimism that pervaded the Negro community suddenly· d i sappeared . 

Nor d i d the coming of spring bring any relief to the colored 

population. In Nay of 1858 , the Legislature took under con-

s ideration a bill to p r ohibit any further immigration of free 

Negroes into the state . 87 The colored people of Milwaukee 

l ooked upon this act , coming right after their recent defeat 

at the polls, as an out-and- out slap in the face. The white 

man preached freedom and equality, but he seemed to practice 

a most cynical form of prejudice . One minute he passed a law 

to ensure the blackman ' s personal libertYi then, in the next , 

he p roposed a bill that would prevent other oppressed blaCKS 

from finding rest and comfort in Wisconsin. The entire colored 

community was thrown into a state of alarm and bitterness. 

Fortunately, the measure failed through the efforts of the 

anti- s l avery faction . Still , it made the Negro acutely aware 

that , though he was free, he had l ittle or nothing to say about 

85Ibid., I, 486- 87i Wisconsin , Journal of the Senate, 
P . 437.--

86Wisconsin, Journal of the Senate, pp . 814- 15 . 

87Mi lwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, Hay 14, 1858. 
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his m.n1 political destiny. 88 

By the end of the 1850 ' 5 , affairs on the national level 

had come to dominate everyone I S outlook. Nar seemed more and 

more likely every day_ This situation was also felt in Mil­

'-Iaukee . The Al::oli tionists daily grew roore concerned with the 

broader struggle between North and South than with the prob­

l ems of the local Negro population. 89 The colored citizen 

became more and more dependent upon himself for what he was 

going to get or not get. Also the fact that Mi lwaukee was then 

a city largely made up of immigrant groups , chiefly Irish and 

Germans, and not an Anglo- Saxon, Yankee dominated to~m as it 

used to be , had its effect on the Negro. community. The Neg ro 

was brought into closer competition in the lesser skilled and 

unSkilled jobs with the immigrant element . 9 0 The lower class 

Irishman and German saw the Negro as an unwanted , d isgusting\ 

group "lho were filling jobs that t hey needed , and no l ove was 

lost by the IIforeigners II on the "poor do .. m trodden II blackman. 91 

88Ibid • 

89A survey of the Daily Free Democrat for the years 1 858-
1860 will illustrate the growing tendency of the abolitionist 
movement in the Mi l waukee area to be more concerned ?Nith the 
national struggle against slavery in the Southern states than 
in the plight of the local Negro population. 

90Green, Negroes in Milwaukee. 

9IIbid.; For exa~ples of the animosity toward Negroes by 
immigrantand lower class elements of l-!ilwaukee I s population 

~s,;e:;e::!~~~~~~~~~:}~~~o~c~t~ober 30, 1862; Madison Patriot, 
: ' November 1, 1 862: Edward G. 

F . Li , 
Negro in the Free States, 1790-1860 (Chicago: University 
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The i mmediate reaction of the local Negroes to this show 

of animosity was to withdraw from it, to isolate themselves 

from the source of danger . This new isolationism of the Negro 

in Milwaukee is borne out by his ten~ency to live in compact 

groupings. In the early 1850 ' 5, most Negroes lived on the 

East side in a rather scattered pattern (See Map ~I\). By early 

1860, his residence pattern had changed greatly. He was now 

about equally divided betHeen the East and West sides , with 

only a small percentage living on the South side (See Map B) .92 

However, it should be noted that Negro residences are far more 

closely compacted (V11th the exception of the upper East side) 

than they were in 1850. Two distinct areas . are perceptible , 

one on the Imver East side at the foot of East Water Street, 

the other on the \vest side betllleen Second and Sixth Streets and 

Sycamore and Cedar Streets. This grouping together or pol ari -

zation of the Negroes was probably brought about to a great 

degree by the colored man1s sense of a l ack of physical secur-

ity caused by his almost comp lete political impotency, an 

attitude of open hostility on the part of the immigrant popula-

tion, and a feeling of desertion by the local abo litionists 

Chicago Press, 1965), pp. 159-67 , 228- 29r E. Franklin Frazier, 
The Negro in the United States (New York: The Macmillan Com­
pany, 1957), pp . 7l- 72r V. Jacques Voegeli, Free But Not Equal : 
The Midwest and the Negro During the Civil War (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1967 ), pp. 1-5, 106 . 

92Starr and Son, 1860- 61 Directory of the City of l-lilwau­
kee Bein a Comolete General and Business Director ( ~li lwaukee: 
Starr and Son , Publisher , 1860 , p . 20 et seg~ u.S . , Bureau of 
the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, I, 19 et ~, II, 28 et seq. 
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in favor of the more popular, less immediate national movement 

to free the slaves in the Southern states . 93 

93It should be pointed out that this lack of security was 
not the only cause for the grouping together of the local 
Negro households . Such factors as economic capabilities, 
availability of real estate , family relationships (such as in 
the case of the Ander son and Natson families which were related 
by marriage and, therefore, acquired property in the same 
block), dependence of the newly arrived Negro upon the already 
ey~stlng and financial l y solvent colored community, and the 
natural desire to associate with those of ones own ethnic back­
ground all undoubtedly influenced the residence pattern of 
Mi l waukee ' s Negro popul ation . However , as strong o r as weak 
as these influences may have been , they were g r eatly reinforced 
by the lack of physical security that had come to pervade the 
dai l l life of the Negro in Milwaukee and vlhich would r each its 
trag c climax in the Marshall Clark incident one year late r. 
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THE TIME OF TRIAL A.'!D TRIUMPH, 1860-1870 

In 18 60 , the Federal Government conducted its Eighth 

Census of the United States . The statistics from this survey 

showed that the Milwaukee Negro community had undergone some 

significant changes . In size there had been a moderate 

increase in the community, 1 22 Negroes in 1860 as compared t o 

101 in 1850. 1 There had also been changes in the composition 

and character of the col ored population . ~4ny of the older 

families had d isappeared . Prominent among the names of those 

who no l onger Ii ved in Milwaukee \o1ere Jared Gray I Samuel Potts, 

Robert Joh nson, and Geor ge Paddock . 2 

Also missing from the lists were toe names of the two 

oldest Negro settlers, Robert Ti tball and Wil l iam And erson . 

Titb a ll, in the early 1 8 50 ' 5, left to~~ one step ahead of his 

credi tors and sought refuge in ~"ashington County, although his 

family continued to resi d e in the city for some time there­

a fter .. 3 William Anderson , who had come to }II.ihtaukee in 1841, 

lU " S. , Bureau of t he Census, Seventh Census , 185 0, State 
of Wisconsin , Milwaukee County , Manuscript Copy in the Collec­
tions of the State Historical Society of Wiscons in, Madison, 
Wisconsin, p .. 17 et seg~ U .. S .. , Bureau of the Census, Eighth 
Census, 1860, State of Wisconsin, Milwaukee County (3 vcls .. ) , 
~~nuscript Copy i n the Collections of the State Historical 
Society of Wi sconsin , Madison , Wiscons in, I, 17 et ~, II, 
28 ~ seg .. See Appendix Three . 

2u .. S .. , Bureau of the Census, Eight h Census , 1860 , I, 1 9 
~ g,g; II, 28 ~ g,g .. 

3Milwaukee County Circuit Court, Document No .. 34 , Equity, 
Mav Term , 1851 , Sarah A .. Titball vs. Robert Titball, i n the 
~ollections of ~ the Milwaukee Coun ty Histor~cal Soc~ ety , Mil­
wauke e , Wisconsin~ I1i l waukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, 
September 30 , 1854 , Mar ch 26 , 1 85 9 . See Circuit Court Index 
for the years 1848 - 1850 under Robert Titball in Defendant 
VOlume . 
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the year after Titballig arrival , died in August of 1854. 

F~wever , his business ventures had been sufficiently success-

ful so that he lef t his family financially IIwell-o ff ll
, and 

they continued to live at the Anderson homestead on the corner 

of Third and Sycamore Streets .. 4 No r ' .... as Anderson the only 

member of the colored community to die during the 1850 's. In 

1853 Joseph Wells passed away, in 1856 George R. Symes died, 

and in 1858 the community lost William Harling. 5 Of these 

families, only the Earlings continued to live in Mi lwaukee. 6 

But if many of the early settlers were gone, there were 

still many familiar names on the census rolls in 1860. James 

A .. Goines , George a. Clark, J .. J .. Myers ,. Ezel~iel Gillespie, 

Hartin Smith, Sully 1ilatson and his son vlilliam , Charles Price , 

Henry Platt , David Booker , Sarah Carroll , and Abraham Torrey 

al l remained as the core of the Mih/aul<ee Negro community. 7 

411i lwaukee County Probate Court, Document No . 710, Wi ll 
and Estate of William H. Anderson, deceased . in the Collections 
of the 1-Iih ... aukee County Historical Society, ?-,.:.ib ... aukee, Wiscon­
sin; Jesse .f'.1 . Van SlycJ<, Col . Van Slyck's :-'ll. l".;aukee City Direc­
tor and Business Advertiser 1856-57 (Milwaukee: Daily ~viscon­
sin Print, 1 856 , p . 31; Erving , Burdick and Companies, Hilwau­
kee City Directory for 1857 and 1858 (Mil.,.,aul<ee : Steam Press of 
King , Jerrnain and Co., 1857), p . 5; Smith , Du11oulin, and Co., 
Hilwaukee Cit Directo Bein a Compl ete General and Bus iness 
Directory f or the 3ntire City Milwaukee: Jerrnain and Brightman, 
1858 , p . 20; Franklin E. Town, !-Iilwaukee City Directory for 
1859 - 60 (Milwaukee: Jermain and Brightman, 1859), p . 12. 

5Milwaukee Daily Sentine l and Gazette, April 26 , 1853; 
Van Slyck, City Directory for 1856, p. 399; Milwaukee County 
Circuit Court, Document No. 577 , Equity, In the matter of the 
petition of William and Benjamin Harling for sale of real 
estate , in the Collections of the Milwaukee County Hi"storical 
SOCiety, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. , 

6 U.S. , Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, I, 19 
~ seg; II, 28 ~ seg. 

7 Ibid., I, 1 9 , 57 - 9 , 64, 240: II, 32, 52, 122, 381. 
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Added to this core of residents were the many ne1:;<lcomers who 

continued to arrive in the city from allover the country . 

Among the new families was that of George W. Day, a 

barber, ';vho arrived in late 18 58 and took up temporary residenCE 

in the Anderson household. 8 That same year Robert Ellis , 

another barber and hairdresser, also came to Milwaukee with 

his family. He o pened a shop at 213 East ~'later Street and 

took u p resid ence on the corner of Fourth and Wells Streets in 

the Fourth Ward . 9 An arrival in 1859 was Elijah Richardson, 

his wife Eliza, and the ir sons John and Edward. lO Richardson , 

a whitewasher by trade, rented a home on Vliet Street between 

12th and 13th Streets. II 

The 1860 Census had u pon its rolls the first listing of 

a Negro p rofessional in Milwaukee, a dentist by the name of 

Nelson Badger . 1 2 Badger, with his wife and twin daughters, 

resi d e d on Fifth Street near Cedar (present day Kilbourn).13 

The Clar k family was increased by the arrival of George Marshall 

Clark, g enerally referred to as Marshall Clark, the oldest son 

8 I bid . , I, l45~ Town , City Directory for 1859, p. 62. 

9Sm1th , et al., City Directory for 1858, p . 73. 

lOU.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census , 1870, State 
of Wisconsin, Milwaukee County (4 vols.) , Manuscript Copy in 
the Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin , 
Madison, Wisconsin, II, 225. 

IlTown, City Directory for 1859, p. 194. 

l2u.s., Bureau of the Census, Eiqhth Census , 1860, I, 326 . 

l3Starr and Son , 1860-61 Directory of the City of MihV'au 
~ee , Beinq a Camolete General and Business Directory (Milwaukeez 
Starr and Son, Publishers , 1860), p. 31 . 
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of George H. Clark, one of Milwaukee ' s l eading Negro settlers.l~ 

The year 1860 a l so marked the first appearance of James Shelton 

in Milwaukee . l S These t~~ new residents were soon to become 

the central figures in one of the city ' s most tragic events . 

Other arrival s i n 1860 included the Charl es Stewart family, 

John Vance , a Negro grocer, and Margaret Baker, whose Cauca­

sian husband , Frederick , ran a local saloon. 1 6 

Of rrore significance than the names of t he ne'\Y' residents 

was their background and 'O ... hat effect they had upon the makeup 

of the Negro community. Of the seventy- seven adults who com-

pri sed the col ored population in 1860 , thirty- nine, or 50 .. 65% , 

were born in non- slave states, again, as was the case in 1850 , 

with New York , Pennsylvania , and Ohio being the most commonly 

listed birthp laces. 17 Among the remaining thirty- e i ght adults 

''1ho d i d come from Southern States , only nine were from the 

Deep South, the remainder being from the border states, with 

the l argest number from Vi rginia. I S 

An interesting development pointed out by the I S60 Census 

was the large increase in the juvenile population of the Negr o 

14U• S., Bureau of the Census , Eighth Census. 1 860 , II , 
32; Starr and Son , City Directory for 1 960- 61 , pp . 44- 45 . 

15u • s ., Bureau of the Census , Eighth Census , IS60, I, 318 . 

16Ibid., I, 146, 530: II, 37 . 

17I bid., I, 19 et sea; II, 28 et~. A b r eakdown by 
states shows Ne''1 York 'vi th ten, Pennsyl vania and Ohio with 
Seven each, three from Germany, two each from Illinois , Canada , 
and Mi chigan , and one each from Wisconsin, Indiana, Minnesota, 
England , Maine~ and Massachusetts . 

18Ibid • By states they were Virginia seventeen , Kentucky 
four , r-mryIand , Missouri, North Carolina, and Tennessee three 
each , and Texas, Louisiana , Alabama , and Geo rgia one each. 
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community. In 1850, there were twenty- four children or about 

24~ f h 1 1 d 1 t" 19 /0 0 t e tota co ore popu a 1.0n . In 1860 , however , 

t here were forty- fou r children or over 36% of the entire 

colored population . 20 Of these forty- four children, twenty-

nine were born in Wisconsin whi le only four came from Southern 

states . 21 Thirteen of the eighteen school- aged children were 

enrolled in the public schools . 22 Nor was thi s favourable 

showing in the area of education limited to the younger members 

of the black community. The number of i lli terates among the 

Negroes had decreased in the past ten years unti l there were 

only twelve persons who could not read or v-lrite . This gave 

the colored population a literacy rate o"f 84 .. 4% as compared 

"ith only 70 . 3% in 1850. 23 

The Negro I 5 economic status also shm.ved a definite improve-

ment during the decade . In 1850, there were only nine peopl e 

who owned real estate of a total value of $5 ,100 . 24 By 1860, 

there '.-lere nineteen who owned real estate valued at near ly 

19These figures are based upon a compilation of the infor­
mation found in the listi ngs of the 1850 census report. 

20 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eiqhth Census, 1860 , I, 19 
~ ~~ II , 28 ~ §.£g. 

21 I bid• The birthplaces of the chi l dren, by states, were 
Wisconsin twenty- nine , Indiana three , Ohio three, Georgia two, 
Virginia two , and one each from Canada, Illinois, Michigan, 
and New York . To tl,is should be added one IOClre chi l d for whom 
no p lace of birth was recorded in the census . 

the 

22Ibid _. 
23These figures are based upon information compiled from 

1 850 and 1 860 census r eports respectively . 

24u . s . , Bureau of the Census , Seventh Census , 1850, p . 17 
~ gg. 
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$30 , 000 and t,..,enty- n i ne persons with varying arrounts of persona: 

property totaling over $6 , 200 . 25 J . J . Hyers , the groc e r I had 

real estate worth $5 , 000, as did Sully Natson . 26 The Anderson 

family proper ty was val ued at $3 , 000 and their per sonal prop-

erty at $400, ~1hi le George "11. Day ' s new bar bershop and home 

assessed at $3 , 500 . 27 Ezekiel wer e Gil l espie , who had come to 

Milwaukee with practically nothing , v .. as now valued at $2,000 . 28 

Others who possessed p roperty were Charles Stewart, $2 , 200 , 

Henry A. B. Platt , $2 , 000 , John Bro~m , $1 , 500 , H. F. Trirnball , 

$2 , 000 , and Nilliam Watson, $1,000 . 29 On the who l e, the 

Mi l waukee Negro community '-laS prospering economically . 

Nor was the property owned by the Negroes limited to any 

particul ar area of the c i ty (see ~~p B) . Of the for ty- eight 

Negroes listed in the City Directory for 1860 , twenty-t"~ , or 

46~~ , of them resided on t he East side and an exactly equal 

amount lived on the West side . 30 The remaining 8% of the 

color ed popul ation had homes on the South side . 3l One thing 

that i s apparent from the map i s the tendency of the Neg ro to 

li ve in mo r e compacted groupings or to polarize (Supra p . 52) . 

25U• S ., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860 , I, 19, 
28 , 57- 8 , 64 , 145 , 1 46 , 240 , 318 , 326 , 327 , 409 , 51 5, II, 32 , 
33 , 37 , 40 , 43 , 52 , 92 , 1 22 , 254 , 381, 485 . 

26Ibid • , I , 240 ; II, 52 . 

27I b id • , I, 1 45 ; II, 47 . 

28I b i d • , I, 57- 58 . 

29I bid • , I , 1 9 , 146, 51 5 ; II, 43 , 52 . 

30Starr and Son, City Directory fo r 1860- 61, p . 20 §.1; gg. 

31I bid • 
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This development first began in the late 1850 l s and by 1860 

two distinct groupings of Negroes Here apparent , one at the 

foot of East Water Street and the other on the West side 

between Second and Sixth Streets, Sycarrore (Michigan) and 

Cedar (Kilbourn) Streets. 32 

Professionally , the community had broadened out in the 

previous ten years . Barbers still predominat ed the occupa-

tions, but there were not nearly as many as there had been in 

1850 and they no longer had a colored monopo l y on the trade . 33 

Besides the nine barbers in the Negro community, there were 

also nine whi tewashers I five seamstresses I four ,o/ashen-lOmen , 

four domestics, t"lO cooks, two waiters, ,two porters , two masons , 

two saloonkeepers, two grocers, two sailors, and one farmer, 

musician , teamster , cooper, and dentist . 34 Except for the two 

Negroes in the county jail and the ... ,idm ... of William Harling , 

the entire col ored population of 11ilwaukee was gainfully 

empl oyed in 1860 . 

The Federal Census of 1860 recorded two fur ther items of 

significance concerning the Milwaukee Negro community_ Accord-

ing to the listings, there were twenty-four married coupl es 

in the corranunity and of them eight, or over 33%, were 

32I bid • This information is based upon a survey of the 
City Directory for 1860 which lists the addresses of various 
Negro households . I t was from this survey that Map B was 
plotted and the different percentages determined . 

33Ibid., p . 275; U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census 
lliQ, I, 19 et, ~; II, 28 et ~_ 

34 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860 , I, 19 
~~; II, 28 et ~. 
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bi - racial. 35 This shows a marked increase in interracial 

marriages over 1 850 both in number of couples (eight as corn-

pared to five in 1850) and 1n percentage (33 . 3% compared to 

20%) . Unlike 1850, however , half of the ~~rnen engaged in these 

interracial marriages were of native stock. 3 6 Also, for the 

first time, there was a white male married to a Negro female, 

Frederick C .. Baker and his wife Hargaret .. 37 

The other significant fact brought out by the 1860 cen-

sus is the appearance i n the colored community of a ne\.,. phenom-

e na-- the matriarchal family . The listings show that there 

were s ix such families without an adult male in the househo l d 

living in the community . 38 Three of them, the Andersons , 

Harllngs , and Prices , were the result of the d eath of the hus-

band since the l ast census . not>lever , the other three were 

cases where there was no known male head of the family residing 

in the vicinity. 39 

If the makeup and character of the Negro community had 

changed extensively , its problems had not . The Negro was 

still po l itical ly a l ienated from the rest of Mi lwaukee . Despite 

35Ibid • The interracial couples were Charles and Eva 
Price , Richard and Louisa Duncan, - John and Sarah Brown , Martin 
and Agnes Smith, Frederick and Margaret Baker, Abraham and 
Cainegonda Torre¥, Robert and Sarah Ellis , and George and 
Mary (Antoinette) Clark. Antoinette M. Clark is listed in the 
1860 Census as a Mul atto , however, in the 1850 Census she is 
listed as Caucasian (See App endix Two and Three) . 

36:D!i,.£. 

37Ibid ., II, 37. 

38Ibid., I, 17 et seg; II, 28 et ~. 

39:D!i,.£ . 
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the freer mode of life he enjoyed over his fellow coloreds 

in the other Mi dwestern states, the Negro continued t o l ack 

full citizenship in Wisconsin. 40 Besid es these p r oblems in 

t he political realm, t here was t he everqrowing feeling o f both 

open and latent hostility towards the Negro in Milwaukee by 

certain other ethnic factions, particularly the Irish. 41 

An exampl e of the probl ems encount ered by local Negroes 

when they l eft the relatively s heltered atmosphere of Milwaukee 

was given by J onathan J . Myers . ~~ . Myers was one of the 

colored community ' s most prosperous members . He came to 

Mi lwaukee in 1849 and opened a grocery sto r e with the modest 

capital of $300 . 42 Through d iligent ef~ort he had managed by 

1 860 to i ncrease his ~ .. orth t o over $5,500 . 4 3 In 1 859, Nyers 

decided that he shoul d do something to hel p his less fo r tunate 

b l ack brothers. He joined with a g~oup of other men i n terested 

in hel ping Negroes and 'lias sel ected to go to Africa where he 

40Por a brief descripti on of the condition of the Negro 
in the other !1idwestern states just prior to the Ci viI War 
see V. Jacque Voegeli. Free But Not Equal: The Midwest and 
the Negro During the Civi l War. Chicago : University of Chicago 
Press , 1967 , particularly pages 1-5, and Leon L. Litwack. North 
of Slaverv : The Negro in the Free States , 1790-1860 . Chicago: 
Uni versi ty of Chicago Press , 1 965 , pages 1 59- 67 , 228- 29 . 

4lWilliam T . Green , Negroes in Milwaukee, An undat ed , 
uni d entified newspaper c lipping f r om the Ethnic Fi l e in the 
Collections of the Milwaukee County Historical Society, Mil­
waUkee, Wisco nsin. 

420irector of the Cit of Milwaukee for the Years 1 848 49 
(Milwaukee; Rufus King, 1848 , p . l09~ U.S., Bureau of the 
Census, Seventh Census, 1 850 , p . 203 . 

~ 4 3U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1 860 , I , 240 . 
IJreen in his a rticle refers to J. J. Myers being worth !lover 
$30 ,000 11

• However, nowhere in any of the reco r d s is there 
any indi c ation that Myers was wo rth more than $5 , 500 . 
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would II. .. labor in the cause of African national! ty and 

improvement •• •• 1144 

Hm-1ever, as he prepared to depart, Myers encountered 

difficulty in acquiring official recognition from the Federal 

authorities . Because he was a Negro , the government would not 

issue him a passport nor guarantee his protection. Just prior 

to his departure, the grocer-missionary wrote to General Rufus 

King, editor of the Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, and 

expressed his fee l ings . 

Ouebec, July 28th, 1859 

General Rufus King 
Dear Slr--I write you on leaving my native shore 

to labor in the cause of African nationality and im­
provement , to express my heartfelt thanks to those kind 
friends who had aided and encouraged me in this enter­
prise . Although I leave my home, the self- styl ed 
uLand of the Free and F..ome of the Brave , " which has 
refused in this case, protection and passport to her 
Free Colored Citizens , still I shall go alone and trust 
to the Divine Hill for my protection, feeling that the 
hand of an Overruling POlver, will aid in the accom­
plishment of our design, the elevation of the African 
people to that position which God intended them to 
occupy . 

I leave with as goo d feelings as the case will 
admit, but trust the time v]ill soon come when American 
rulers will find that the African nation wi l l yet 
flourish with the other nations of the earth, although 
now doymtrodden and oppressed. 'Tis true I go pro­
tected by heaven alone, across the wide ocean , to the 
aid of this g l orious cause of God and Humanity . But 
there are four million tongues which, could they speak, 
would re- echo their prayers from hill to vale for my 
safety and success . But relying on my own resources 
to seek for truth and untarnished liberty, even at the 
hazard of my life. I shall feel well repaid for al l 
l abor and anxiety in the firm bel ief that this great 
cause wi l l yet become universal and that men who now 
despise and ridicule it will be the foremost hereafter 
in its support . , 

44M1lwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, August 2, 1859. 
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From this place we shall sail py the steamship 
India, on Saturday June 29th, 1859 [sic] for Liverpool 
and from thence to the Cape of Good Hope and shall 
visit the eastern and western coasts and shall remain 
at Port Natal for some six months to become accustomed 
to the climate and the language. We have received 
encouraging news from Campbell and Delany who now are 
on their way from Lagesse to Abdacota . My son will 
accompany me throughout the expedition, and I wil l 
write you as oft en as convenient , of our progress . 

J . J . Myers45 

Myers spent several months in Africa, returning to Milwauk. 

during the spring of 1860. 46 While he was in Africa, the g race; 

collected a large amount of "curiosities and samples of the 

produce of the county . II Upon his r eturn , he opened a "museum" 

of African culture " ••• o pposite the Post Office on Wisconsin 

Street II (south side of t'lisconsi n between Milwaukee and present 

day Broadt"ay Streets). 4 7 The Sentinel pronounced the museum 

as "worth seeing" and Myers as an II . ... intelligent man , with a 

good fond of information concerning Africa . 11 48 By this means , 

Jvj~{ers 'Has able to help enlighten the local population about 

Africa and at the same time make a good p rofit at ten cents a 

head . 

Later on, Hyers closed his museum and returned ful l time 

to his grocery business. In 1861, he moved his store back to 

its original location on f1ason and East vlater Streets oppesi te 

the Walker House. 49 Here Myers continued with his grocery 

business until after the Marshall Clark affair when he and his 

45Ibid • 

46Mi lwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, June II, 1860. 

47Ibid . 

48Ibid . 

49~., July 25, 1861 . 
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family sold their property and moved out of the city. 50 

If J . J. Myers I troubles ~Ti th the Federal government 

were vexing to the local Negroes , the strained relations with 

the Irish segment of Mi h'laukee I s population was harrovTing to 

say the least. Tension continued to grow and the coming of 

the Civil War in the Spring of 1861 did not help ease the 

situation in the least. Tb add to the tension , on June 24 , 

1 861 , the city was swept by a riot against the local banks 

which necessitated the calling out of the militia and two com­

p anies of Federal troops to restore order. 51 By the end of 

the summer , it appeared that all that was needed was some 

event , some spark to ignite the powder keg that Milwaukee had 

become . That spark came on Friday evening, September 6, 1 861. 

That evening t\.;o young Negroes , Harshall Clark and James 

B. Shelton , were vlalking up Mih,aukee Street escorting two 

white women when they e ncountered t\~ Irishmen, Dabney Carney 

and John Brad y . Carney, ' .... 110 ran the Emmett House , patronized 

mostly by Irishmen, on the corner of Milwaukee and Huron (pre­

sent day East Clybourn Street), was renowned in the city as 

a fighter and there were few men who dared to take him on. 52 

As they passed , the Irishmen made a d erogatory remark about 

white \<1Omen with I'd ___ niggers " to Hhich Shelton took offense. 

50Starr and Son, City Directory for 1 860 , p . 170~ A. 
Bailey , A. Baile 's Milwaukee Almanac and Business Director 
for the Year 1862 (r-Ulwaukee: A. Bailey , 1 862 , D. 42~ A. Baile' 
Milwaukee City Directory for 1862 (Milwaukee: Starr and Son, . 
Publisher , 1862), p. 19 ~ ~. 

SlMilwaukee Oaily Sentinel and Gazette , June 25, 1861. 

52peter Van Vechten, Jr . "Hung to a Pile Driver, II Mil ­
waukee Sentinel , April 2, 1893, a newsclipping in ScrapbOok No . 
~, Grants Obseguies, p . 62 in the Old Settlers Club Collection 
of the Milwaukee Co~.mty Historical Society , Milwaukee, \oJisconsiJ 
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He faced Carney and exclaimed , "We know you Dabney Carneyr we 

are as good men as you or a ny other d--- Irishman or Yankee , 

either . uS3 Suddenly , a ll four were in a rough and tumble fight 

with the Negroes getting the worse of i t until Shelton drew 

a knife , stabbed Carney in the abdomen, wounding h im mortally , 

and slashed Brady. Clark and Shelton fled, but were later 

apprehended and p l aced in the county jail. That Satur day ni ght 

shortly after he i dentified Shelton as the Negro who knifed 

him, Carney d i ed . 54 

There had been q uite a lot of t alk by t he Irish of the 

Third Wa r d , among whom Carney had been a popul a r figure, as 

to ... ,hat was go i ng to happen should he d i e . Chi ef Beck caught 

wind of these rumors and had a special check of t he ward made , 

but the inspecting afficers coul d find nothing amiss . 55 Such , 

ho .. ..,ever, was not the case . Shortly after Car ney l s demise , 2. 

fire a l arm lias sounded which served as a Signal . Within an 

hour t he rrob had gathered and ... ,as on its way toward the jai l. 56 

Here they were met by Police Chief William Beck and two of his 

patrolmen who had managed to arrive j ust before the crowd . 

Beck attempted to d i sperse the mob, saying t hey could not enter 

the jail. His admonition was greeted with a blow u pon the hea d 

f r om a s l ung shot which knocked the Chief s e nseless. The two 

53Ibid • 

54Ibid .; Mi lwaukee Daily Sentine l and Gazette , November 1 6 , 
1861: H"iStOrv of Milwaukee , Wisconsin (Chicago: lilestern Histori­
cal Company, 1 881), p . 299 . , 

55Mi lwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , November 16, 1 861 , 
November 1 8 , 1861, November 19 , 1861. 
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patrolmen were quickly disposed of and the jail entered. 57 

Here the crowd was momentarily stopped . William Kendrick, 

the jailor, seeing the fate of Chief Beck and his men , retired 

behind the 'l:vicket a nd locked it. Despite threats on his life 

by the mob, he p luckily refused to open the iron doo r. The 

crowd then seized a . heavy timber and proceeded to batter the 

door dmm . After eighteen well delivered blo\vs, the lock gave 

way. The rioters rushed into the wicket and quickly over-

powered the jailor and his assistants . Unfortunately, one of 

the jailors happened to have his keys with him and the crowd 

quickly seized them. After l ocking up the jailors , the mob 

began t he search for its victims . 58 

Clark and Shelton ~.".hen arrested had been lodged in a back 

room of the jail . It so happened that two other cells ad-

joined this particular room and, when he heard the mob coming 

down the corridor, Shelton quickly got into one of these cells 

a nd closed the door behi nd him. Suddenly, Clark found himself 

alo~ , with a mob storming dm·m the hallway screaming for his 

blood . The poor Negro was dragged from the cell, pummelled 

and pounded unmercifully by the mob, and sent stumbling through 

a gantlet of unrestrained hatred and fury.59 

On l eaving the jail, the mob proceeded down Jackson Street 

with their victim to Huron Street ( present day East Cl ybourn 

Street) ,V'hence they turned \OTest to Mihvaukee Street . Here 

, 
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they stopped under a gas l ight in order to make sure they had 

the "right manu as Clark insisted that his name was George 

V2rshal l and that he was in jail for stealing and had nothing 

to do wi th the death of Dabney Carney_ The mob , however , 

woul d not buy thi s story and were convinced beyond a ny doubt 

that they had Car ney's murderer . ~aving reassured themselves 

of his identity , the mob proceeeded with Clark down ¥d l waukee 

to Detroit Street (present day East St . Paul Avenue) wher e they 

agai n t u r ned west t o Engine Company No . 6 1 5 firehouse near the 

Mi l waukee river . 60 

At the firehouse they conducted a " fair and l awful trial II . 

About this t ime, Sheriff Charles P. . Larlcin a,?peared at the 

Engine F.ouse and tried to persuade the cro\-/d to release their 

p risoner to him for a proper trial by the legal autnorities . 

His efforts proved totally fruitless and shortly thereafter , 

the Ucourtll emerged from the building dragging Clark behind 

them. Ar ound his neck and passing through his mouth was a 

rope , l eaving no doubt as to \Olhat the verdict had been. 61 

The rrob proceeded down Eas t ~'later St!:'eet to Buffalo 

Street . Her e they found a pi l edriver \olhich they decided would 

ser ve thei r g r uesome purpose . Clark was shoved against one of 

the timber s of the pi l edriver . He raised his hands in a futi l e 

p l ea for mercy but was onl y answered by being struck in the 

face and knocked dovm between the t i mbers of the machine . 62 

, 
60I bid• , November 19 , 1 861 . 

61Ibid• , November 18 , 1861. 

62Ibid • , November 16, 1861. 
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The end of the rope \1aS taken up the ladder and secured to a 

round. Then Clark was shoved off of the ladder and left to 

s~ling in the air . After their evil deed was completed , the 

rrcb slo\-lly dispersed and l eft t he body to hang .. Finally I two 

police officers came a long, cut Clark down , and took the body 

to the Station House . 63 

Nhi l e the rrob had been busy with Clark, Shelton had manage( 

to effect h i s escape from the jail .. P.m:·lever I he \-las re-arreste( 

the follo ..... ing Tuesday near Naukesha and returned to Milwaukee 

for trial. In order to prevent a recurrence of the Clark affaiJ 

Sheriff Larkin asl<ed for and received a detachment of troops 

from the nearby training camp to protect his prisone r. 64 

Shelton ' s trial began on September 30th, with Jonathan Van 

Vechten Platto defending the accused Negro . 65 After nine days 

of testimony, the case went to the jury, which returned a ver-

dict of "not- guilty" claiming that Shelton had acted in self­

defense . 66 Immediately after the trial , Shel ton was spirited 

out of to~m by Sheriff Larkin and v~ . Platto, a s some of 

Carney's friends were extremely di ssatisfied with the verdict 

and wanted to see Shelton j oin Clark . Shelton went to Water-

town where he took a train to Chicago and there established 

63Ibid • 

641881 History, p . 304 . 

65It is rather ironi c that the Court indicted not only 
Shelton , but also Clark which could have led to a very embar­
rassing situation if anyone had raised t he question why the 
second defendant did not appear to stand trial . 

Do 
66Mihlaukee County Circuit Court, Circuit Court Criminal 

_ c](et , C, 505 - 06 . 
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his residence . 67 

Less than a \veel< after She l ton was acquitted of the 

murder of Dabney Carney ,_ the State of Wiscons i n commenced 

its case against the lynchers of Marshal l Cl ark. Six men were 

char ged with the crime , John McCormick, Patt McLaughl in , a 

l aborer who lived at the corner of Detroit and Jefferson Street 

Dennis Delury, another l aborer who resided on Clinton near Lake 

Street ( p resent day South First and West Pi ttsburgh Streets) , 

John Devine, no occupation and living on Jefferson Str eet be-

tween Ruran and Detroit Streets , James OIBr ien, and a man named 

Nichols . 68 By the time Judge Arthur MacArthur opened the case 

at 9 : 00 A. M. on November 1 4 , 1861, Nichpls had f l ed the cit y 

but the other five defendants were in the courtroom. 69 

Joshua Stark prosecuted the case for the State, whi le the 

defendants were ably rep resented by Jonathan E . Arnol d. After 

the jury had been finally selected from three different pools , 

the testimony began . 70 A long series of witnesses, mostly 

Irishmen or public officials , were called and slowly a p attern 

of testimony began to develop . Of course there had been a mob, 

but nobody could tell "'ho the leaders had been . Yes , he had 

seen the jail doors bat tered do"m , but he coul dn ' t identify 

any of those who had swung the t i mber. Certainl y he had seen 

671881 History, p . 304 . 

68Ci rcuit Court, Criminal Docket , C, 51 0 ; Mi l waukee Daily 
Sentinel and Gazette , November 16 , 1861; St a rr and Son , City 
Directory for 1860-61, pp . 1 53 , 68, 67 . , 

69Circuit Cour t, Cri minal Docket, C, 51 0 . 

70Ibid . , C, 51 0- 11 . 



71. 

Clark being beaten, but he couldn ' t recognize any of those 

who wer e doing it .. Yes, he saw the actual lynching, but he 

wasn't close enough to identify those \-Iho did it . 71 

So it \>lent . The major amount of the testirrony folloHed 

this same line . Even the loca l law enforce~ent officers like 

Chief Beck and Sheriff Larkin \"ere unable to positively identif 

the defendants as leaders of the mob. Only one witness, 

George J . Haywood , made a pos i tive identification of one of 

the defendants, NcLaughlin, as being at the actual scene of 

the lynching. But through some very clever courtroom drama-

tics, Arno l d was able to demonstrate that the ~tnessl eye-

sight was poor and that , in a situation. similar to the condi-

tions that prevailed at the time of the hangi ng , he could not 

d i stingui sh between the defendant and his brother. 72 

After three days of solid testimony, which was g iven a 

f ront page play by the Sentinel, District Attorney Starke g ave 

his summary Nhicn lasted for seven full hours . This to/as 

followed the next day by Arnold ' s six hour summary , after 

\o/hich Starke delivered a three hour rejoinder .. 73 At 11: 00 

A.M. on November 21st , Judge MacArthur turned the case over 

to the jury fo r d eliberation and a verd ict. By 10 : 00 P.M. 

that night, the jury still had not reached a verdict. They 

spent the entire next day and part of the following morning 

7 I Ibid . : Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , ~ovember 
1 6 , 1861 , November 18 , 1861, November 19 , 1 861 . 

72 Ibid ., ~ovember 18, 1 861 . 

73I bid., November 20 , 1861 , November 21 , 1861 . 
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in debate before finally informdng the court that they were 

74 unable to reach a final verdict . Judge 1>1acArthur then d1s-

missed the jury. Thus , the trial for the only lynching in 

Milwaukee ' s entire history ironically ended in a IIhung jury" . 

The effect of the Marshall Clark lynching on the Negro 

community was p rofound. What had p reviously onl y been unfriendl 

attitudes toward the colored popul ation had suddenly and 

violently taken the form of open and hostile action . Threats 

of simi l ar occurrences were heard . 75 No Negro ' s l i fe was safe . 

Many of the colored resid ents , frightened by these threats of 

extermination , moved a\<lay . 76 Among those whose names d15-

appeared from the city directory after 1~61 were John Boland , 

woo had Ii ved in the community for over a decade, J. J . Nyers , 

the grocer who had been the economic leader of the community, 

Wi lliam Jefferson, H. F . Trimball, Nelson Badger, John Vance, 

and Ri c har d Duncan . ?7 But again , as in the Glover rescue and 

74Ibid . , November 22 , 1861, November 25 , 1 861; Circuit 
Court , crImdnal Docket , C, 516-17 . 

75Mi l waukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , September II, 1861. 

76Green , Negroes in Mi l waukee . 

77Starr and Son, City Directory for 1861 , p . 20 et ~; 
Eai ley , City Directory for 1862, p . 18 ~~. After a care­
ful survey of both city directories , it was determined that 
these were the individuals who left the city shortly after the 
Marshall Clark lynching. ~nule there is no direct l ink between 
the lynching and the departure of these people from the city, 
it is fairly safe to assume, when William Green ' s reference to 
the effect of the Clark affair is taken into consideration, 
that some of these persons were motivated to move by ~he l ynch­
ing and the threats toward the Milwaukee Negro population that 
followed it. 

It is also of some interest that up until 1860 , there had 
ahlays been a number of Negro resi dents in the Third Ward , 
though that number had been steadily decreasing (fourteen in 
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its aftermath , a solid core of Negro residents resisted the 

scare and continued to make Milwaukee their home . Fortunately, 

the dramatic events of the Civil tolar helped to occupy the 

attention of the populace and, thereby, lessened the impact 

of the lynching. 

But , in its O'1I1Jl unique way, the War Between the States 

proved to be yet another frustrating experience for the local 

Negro population . When the war began, a number of local 

colored people sought to offer their services to the Union. 

F~wever, due to a clause in the state constitution that p ro-

hibited Negroes from being m~~ers of the militia , they were 

not allowed to enlist in the volunteer .regiments that were 

being raised in Wisconsin. 78 Some area Negroes felt so 

strongl y in the cause of the Union that they were wi lling to 

accompany the troops in the demeaning role of officer's men . 7 9 

But , by and large, most Mi lwaukee Negroes found themselves 

barred from fighting in the conflict that was being waged to 

liberate their race. 

1850, eleven in 1855 , and ten in 1860). According to the 1860 
census, 60% of the fami lies in the Third Ward were of Irish 
stock, the largest concentration of Irish in any ward of the 
city. By 1865 , there was not a single Negro resident left in 
the entire ward and even as late as 1870, there were only two 
colored households in the census report of the ward . 

78State of Wisconsin, The Revised Statutes of the State oj 
Wisconsin: Passed at the Annual Session of the Legislature 
Commencin Januar 1 3 1 858 and Approved Mav 17 1858 (Chicago : 
W. B. Keen, 1858 , Title IX, Chanter XXXI of the r1ilitia and 
the Formation of Uniform Companies, Section 5, p . 340 . For 
information op. state Negroes in the Civil War see Ed\.,.ard Noyes , 
liThe Negro in Wisconsin's Civil "'lar Effort, II The Linco l n 
Heral d , LXIX, 2 (Summer, 1967), 70-82. 

79Green, Negroes in Mi lwaukee . 
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This paradoxical situation continued until 1863 when the 

Federal government authorized the raising of entire regiments 

of colored troops to be inducted into the re~ular army. HOw-

ever, during the remainder of 1863 , only two colored men were 

credited to Milwaukee County as recruits . Neither of these , 

it would appear, \-lere actual residents of the city I but rather 

they were contraband who enlisted at Quincy, Illinois , and 

were then credited to Mi lwaukee . BO By April of 1864, seven 

nore Negroes had been enrolled in the Co l ored Troops and 

80Adjutant Generalis Office , Records of Volunteer Regi ­
ments U. S . Colored Tracos Co . F 29th and Unass! ned Colored 
Troops , Muster Rolls, Series 37 4 I, Boxes 168 and 169 , 
Ar chives DiviSion , State P~storical Society of Wisconsin, 
Madison, (lisconsin~ Adjutant General i s dffice , Regimental 
Descrintive Rolls 1861- 1865 Unassi ned and Miscellaneous , 
Series 37 1 29 , Sections 4 and 5 , Box No . 59 , Archives Divi ­
sion , State Historical Soci ety of v1isconsin , Madison , Wiscon­
sin~ Adjutant Generalis Office, Roster of Wisconsin Volunteers, 
War of the Rebellion , 1861 1865 (2 vals . : Madison, ~·lisconsin : 
Democrat Printing Company , 1886) , II , 953-60~ Roster of Civil 
~lar Volunteers Credited to !1ihlaukee County, tJI.anuscript Copy 
in the Collections of the Mi lwau)~ee County Historical Society , 
l>tih"aukee, vlisconsin . From the information contained in these 
sources , it has been determined that 115 Negro troops vlere 
credited to the County of Mi l waukee or listed Nilwaukee as 
the ir place of resi c.ence during the w~.r . In addition to this , 
another forty Negroes were listed as having enlisted in Mi l ­
\-1aukee but \Y'ere credited to other cities and towns . However , 
based upon the returns of the le60 Federal Census, there were 
in Mi lwaul~ee at the outbreak of the Civil vlar onl y 122 Negroes 
in all of \-lhich thirty- six were of or near mi l itary age. These 
thirty- six males include many who it is positivel y known no 
l onger resided i n the city, such as Mar shall Cl ark , Charl es 
Ste\Y'art, and James B. Shel ton . Of the Negroes listed i n the 
sources , only four can be positi vel y identified as i-1ilwaukee 
residents and three of these are not l i sted in the city direc­
tories until after the war. It is obvious that nearly all of 
the Negroes credited to Milwaukee vlere not residents but rather 
substitutes brought up from the South, contrabands at·t racted 
to the city by the p r ospects of l arge bounties , o r Simpl y 
drifters who deci ded to enlist and thereby make some money . 
See Appendix Five for a complete list of Negr oes credited to 
l"1ilvlaukee . 
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credited to Milwaukee, but again none appear to have been 

residents of the city. a1 Finally , in April, 1864, the Federal 

authorities permitted John Bross of Chicago to recruit Negroes 

in Wisconsin for a company of the 29th United States Colored 

Troops . 82 Bross , who was the Lieutenant-Colonel elect of the 

regiment, set about his task with energy _ He appointed Lewis 

Isbell, a colored barber from Chicago, as his recruiting agent 

in Wisconsin. 83 Exactly where the recruits Bross and Isbell 

enroll ed carne from is impossible to tell, but when Company F, 

29th United States Colored Troops was mustered into the Federal 

service on July 8, 1864, there were seventy-four Negroes in 

its ranks credited to the city of Hi l waukee , though only one 

was listed as actually having been enlisted at Milwaukee . 84 

Two weeks after Company F left for training, the Har 

De partment again altered its recruitment policy so that 

Negroes could be used as substitutes for whites in the draft . 85 

Four days late r, a meeting was held by the residents of the 

First and Seventh vlards to discuss the p roblem of filling 

their draft quotas . After discussing various methods of solv-

ing their problem, the meeting finally adopted the fol l owing 

81I bid • 

82Milwaukee' Daily Sentinel and Gazette , April II, 1864. 

83Adjutant General, Records of Volunteer Regiments, 
Series 37/4/1, Box 168, Special Order 13, U.S. Colored Troops, 
April 7, 1864. 

84Adjutant Gener a l, Records of Vo lunteer Regiments , Series 
37/4/1, Boxes 168 and l69~ Adjutant General, Regimental Descri~ 
tive Rolls, Series 37/1/29, Sections 4 and 5 , Box No . 59 . 

85Mi l waukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , July 21, 1864 . 
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resolution I 

Reso lved : That in the opinion of this meeting, the 
p l an of recr~iting Negroes in accordance with the act 
of Congress and the order of the War Department , is the 
best one that can be had for filling the quotas of the 
First and Seventh Wards , and that the comrndttee be 
requested to report the best method of carrying this 
project into operation. 86 

The p roposal to fil l Mi lwaukee ' s draft quota with Negro 

substitutes met with only limited amounts of success . For a 

number of reasons, it soon became apparent that actively 

recrui ting Negroes in the Sout hern states ",as impractical . 

Therefore, it became necessary to rely primarily on local 

Negroes and contrabands who t.Jere d r awn t o the area by the high 

bounties , ranging from $500 to $1, 000, that were being offered. 

3etween July 29, 1864 and February 24 , 1865 , when the last 

Kegro, a substitute named Van Sgence, enlisted, thirty-eight 

colored men were inducted into the Union army as substitutes , 

most l y in the First and Seventh Wards . Only two of these, 

Martin Smith and Horace Dangerfield, the latter of which vIas 

drafted into the service , can be positively identi fied as 

~lilwaukee residents . 88 

v1hi le some Wisconsin Negroes ,,,ere struggling to get into 

the war effort , others vlere struggling even harder to get the 

colored suffrage question passed again . After the disastrous 

defeat they suffered in the 1857 general election, the advocate 

86Ibid., July 25 , 1864. 

87I bid., August 23 , 1864 , August 24 , 1864 . 

88Ad jutant General, Records of Vo l unteer Regiments , Series 
3?/4/1 , Boxes 168 and 169; Adjutant General , Regimenta l Descrip 
~~ve Ro lls, Series 37/1/29, Section 4 and 5, BOx No . 59 . 
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of Negro suffrage slackened in their drive to establish equal 

rights for colored people in Wisconsin. However, \Olith t he 

great \-tar of emancipation just finished, the ,?ro- suffrage 

people felt they could reap the benefits of the now victorious 

national crusad e and they once more undertook what had become 

a noble crusade. 

Meetings were held, support mustered, and petitions sub-

rnitted to the state leg islature . After a limited amount of 

debate and d iscussion, the l egislature passed an act which 

again p laced the question of granting the right of suffrage 

to persons of colored descent on t he ballot for the forth-

coming g eneral e l ection. But if the pro-suffrage fact ion \lI'as 

expecting to find a strong undercurrent of support due to the 

war , they \l1ere sadly mistaken. In fact, they found just the 

opposite . Despite the fact that the Republican nominee for 

governor, General Lucius Fairchild, won by nearly 9 , 100 votes , 

the quest i on of Negro suffrage was defeated by a vote of 

54 , 307 to 46 ,248 , a majority of over 8 , 000. 89 The next day, 

in its editorial, the Milwaukee Wisconsin set forth the cause 

of this disheartening defeat . 

Yesterday the right of suffrage to colored men 
vIas undoubtedly defeated . vle had hoped this question 
might be settled at this election~ but both Union men 
and Copperheads determined that equal rights should 
not p revai l in Wisconsin . 90 

It would appear that t-lhile men were willing to wage a war to 

free men of another race from phys ical bondage, t hey were not 
, 

89r1ilwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette , November 8 , 1865 , 
December 4, 1 865 . 

90 
Milwaukee Wisconsin, November 8 , 1865 a 
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willing to allO\v t heir own neigh1:xJrs of that race to compete 

with them on an equal footing . 

Yet even as t he ballots were adding up against Negro 

suffrage , a far greater event was taking p l ace . On October 

31st , a Mulatto resident of the Seventh War d accompanied by 

Mr. Sherman M. Booth , the notee abolitionist and he~o of the 

Glove r r escue , att empted to register his name as an e lector 

in the fo rthcoming general e lection. The board r efused to 

accept his name , stating that he was a Negro and , therefore , 

not e l igible to vote u nder vlisconsin law. 91 Nonetheless, on 

e lection day the Negro , again accompaniec by Booth, appeared 

at the polls to cast his ballot . He came p roperly 9repared 

~Y'i th an affidavit from the board of registers stating \>lhy his 

name d i d not a ppear on the poll list and t,-IO affidavits p r ov­

ing h im to be a bonafide resident of the Seventh ~'lard . 92 This 

Negro ,,,he so brazenl y def i ed the election laws of ~lisconsin 

and the previous mandat es of the peopl e supporting those la\vs , 

was Ezeki e l Gil l espie. 

Ezeldel Gillespie was an emanci pated slave who had pur-

chased his own freedom from his white father fo r $800 and then 

93 
lef t the South to seek a n ew, f r e e life . He f irst came to 

Mih,aukee in 1854 \Y'ith his wife Sophia and their children, 

9l 1l Mr • Booth's Address, Ii The Evening Wisconsin, 1897, a 
newscl ipp ing in Scrapbook No . II, Prominent Men and Women , 
pp _ 79-8 1 in the Old Settle rs I Club Collection of t~e Mil­
waukee County Historical Societ y , Milwaukee , Wisconsin . 

92Ibid • 

9 3Evening Wisconsin, March 31 , 1892 . 
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Samantha Mary and Emma 94 When he arrived in the city , " . 
Gillespie could only find employment as a fruit seller . 95 

a 

Later on he went into business for himself, selling vegetables 

and other foodstuffs . In 1860 , he was hired as a messenger 

i n Alexander Mitchell's bank . When Mitchell became p r esi dent 

of the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad , Gillespie a ccompanied 

him and before long t he Negro became one of the railroad ' s 

most trusted a n d r espected empl oyees . 96 Originally, Gillesp ie 

and his fami ly had lived on Wells Street in the Second War d , 

but after he was employed by Mr . Mitchell he moved his family 

to a bett e r home in the Seventh 'Hard . 97 On the day he pre-

sented himself to the board of e l ection inspectors to cast his 

ballot, he listed his addr ess as 418 Vdlwaukee Street . 98 

Faced by this unprecedented acti on, t he board of election 

inspectors for t he Seventh t>lar d (Henr y L. Pal mer , Andrew H. 

J1cCorrnick , and William H. Williams) refused to all o", Gillespie 

to cast a ballot . Thereupon , the Negro sued the board for his 

94Jessie M. Van Slyck , Col . Van SlYCk's ~ti lwaukee City 
Di rectory and Business Advertiser , 1854- 55 (Mi lwaukee: Sta rr1 s 
Book and Job Office , 1 854 ), p . 107; U. S. , Bureau of the 
Census , Eighth Census, 1 860, I, 57-58. 

95 
Van Sly ck, City Directory for 1 854- 55 , p . 1 07. 

96Evening Wisconsin, March 31, 1 892 . 

97Erving , ~ al., City Directory for 1857- 58 , p . 185; 
Smith , et al ., City Directo ry for 1858, p . 91; TOwn , City 
Directory for 1 8 59 60, p. 8 7; Starr and Son, City Directory 
for 1 860 , p . 91 . 

9SA• Bailey, Mi l waukee Cit Director for 1863 (~lwaukee : 
Starr and Son, Pub lisher, 1863 , p . 87 ; Edwards, Greenough, 
and Deved, Edwards ' Annual Directory of the Inhabitants, I nsti ­
~ut~ons l Incorporated Companies , Manufacturi ng Establishments, 
Bus~nes s Firms, etc. , in the City of Milwaukee for 1 866 
(Mi lwaukee : Starr and Son, 1866) , p . 145 . 
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right to vote . 99 Sherman Boqth, who expected the board to 

take just such an attitude , had pre- arranged with Byron Paine 

to r epresent Gillespie's case for a nominal fee of $100 .
100 

The case to/as first brought to trial in the Hilwaukee County 

Court "lhere, upon a demurrer by t he attorney for the electi on 

inspectors, a judgment pro forma against the plaintiff was 

made . Paine imrneciately appealed the ruling to the State 

Supreme Court . I Ol In March of 1866 , the Supreme Court, which 

at that time consisted of Chief Justice Orasamus Cole, Justice 

Jason Do'~'l1er , and Justice Luther S . Dixon , handed down its 

decision . 102 

The basic issue to be decided '.;as the p l aintiff I s con-

tention that t he 1849 \TOte on Negro suffrage had oeen incor-

rectly interpreted by the board of election commissioners and 

that, in fact , Negro suffrage had been a pproved in that elec-

tion ~ Thus , Paine argued , Negroes had had the right to vote 

in Wisconsin since 1 849 and that no election held since that 

time could disenfranchise them. l 03 The p ivotal element in the 

Court 1s decision had been what interpretation should have been 

given to the ambiguous phrase in the 1849 suffrage question , 

ItApprove d by 'a majority of all the votes at such election ~" 

99 It!>tr ~ Booth' s Address , It Evening Wisconsin , 1897 . 

100Ibid ~ 1 Jv1.ilwau]<ee County Circuit Court , County Court 
Docu.-nent No . 2519 Ezekiel Gillespie vs ~ Henry L. Palmer et a l., 
in the Collections of the Nihlau],ee County Historical Society, 
Milwaukee , Wiscons in . 

1011tr'1r. Booth ' s Address , II Evening Wisconsin, 1897. 

102Hi hraukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, Jv1.arch 30, l866~ 

l U31tNr . Booth ' s Address I II Evening Wisconsin, 1897. 
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(Suora p _ 20 ) Justice Downer, who wrote the o p inion of the 

unanimous Court , stated : 

Three different constructi ons of this clause 
were suggested on the argument : 1st. That it re­
quired that the extension o f s uffrage should be 
approved ~J a ma j ority of al l the votes, on all 
subjects and for all officers , cast at such electio n . 
2nd . ~hat it shoul d be a pproved by a ma jority of 
all the"voters voting at such electi on . 3rd . That 
it should be approved by a majority of a ll the votes 
on that subject cast at such election • • •• I f t he 
f irst construction, requiring a ma jority of all t he 
votes on al l subjects and for all offices , cast a t 
such e l ecti o n , in favor of t he extension of suffrage , 
b e fore it c an be adopted , is the true construction , 
t hen the same voter might cast one vote in favo r of 
the e xtens ion, and in voting for the candidates for 
t he different off ices cast ten votes ... ,hich ''lOuld be 
counted against the very measure he voted fo r. The 
absurdity in the first construction is conclusive 
a gainst it . To adopt the second co~struction ''lOul d 
be to say that the word "vote , II in the clause in 
question , meant the same as t he .... ords ll voters , II •••• 

If I ho ... ,ever I He shoul d concede that the clause in 
auestion should be construed to mean , or ,<las eauiv­
alent to lIupproved by a majority of a ll the voters 
voting at such electi on , II it woul d not fo llow that 
it had reference to a majority of voters voting any 
other measure t han the one ment i o ned in the proviso ~ 
or that the nu:mber of votes cast at such election for 
the candidates for a ny offi ce should det ermine whether 
the suffrage ,.,as extended or not .... Under t he pro­
visions of our constitution, as ,.,el l as of other con­
stitutions, per sons are elected to a particul ar 
office ... ,ho hav e a majority o f the votes cast--not 
fo r the candidates for some o ther offi ce, but for t he 
candidates for that office •••• To declare a measure 
or l a .. ., adopted or d efeated--not by t he number of 
votes c ast directly f or or against it l but by t he 
number cast for a nd against some other measur e , or 
for the candidates for some office or offices, not 
connected with the measure itself , woul d not only be 
out of the ordinary course of l egislationl but, so 
far as we know, a thing unknmm in constitutiona l la ... , • 
•••• According to secti on 1 , article 1 2 of the con­
s titution , the Legis l ature may propose amendments to 
it , and if they are a pproved ' by a ma jority of the 
voters voting thereon I at the time p r esc r ibed by the 
Legislature , the amendments become a part of the con­
stituti on . The right of suffrage by such amendment 
cou l d be given to colored persons . Is it p robable 



that t he framers of our constitution required more 
votes to extend the right of suffrage in one "lay 
than in another? \ve see no reason for such a 
conclusion .. 1 04 
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By this landmark decision, the Court reversed the ruling 

of the Board of Election Commissioners and enfranchised all 

male Negroes \\'ho met the other qualifications of voters as 

stated in the state constitution. The Court further stated 

in its ruling that all colored men who had lived one year or 

more in the state would be eli gible to vote in the forthcoming 

Spring election on April 3rd . 10S Thus, on April 3, 1866, 

thirty years , six months, and sixteen days after Joe Oliver 

cast the first Negro vote in Milwaukee , the second Negro vote 

was dul y cast . Tne long , hard fight for full citizenship and 

pol! tical equality for Miholaukee I s Negroes had been success-

fully completed . 

Thus , in 1866 the Negro community had finall y reached 

poli tical maturity . But it 'tolas not the same community that 

had e~~sted in the 18 40 ' s and 1850 ' s . There had been a marked 

change in the structure and composition of the Negro settle-

ment and l unfortunately, it could not be called an improvement . 

The Civil War and the emancipation of the slaves were begin-

ning to be felt by the city and their effect became most 

apparent when the United States conducted the Ni nth Federal 

Census in June of 1870 . 

According to the census rolls, there were 165 Negroes 

104Miltolaukee~ Daily Sentinel and Gazette , March 30, 1866 . 

l OSIbid . 
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residing in ~~ lwaukee under for~y-eight separate listings . 106 

F~wever, only ten of these fami l ies had lived in Mi lwaukee 

for a decade or more . IO? These ten families accounted for 

only twenty-b~ of the 107 adults in the community . lOB Of 

the remaining eighty- five adults , which amounted to nearly 80% 

of the colored populatio n of the city, only five had lived in 

the communi ty more than half a decade , whi l e the average 

l ength of r esidence for this enti re group was just over two 

years . 109 From this information it would appear obvious that 

l 06U• S ., Bur eau of the Census, Nint h Census, 1870, State 
of ;di sconsin , Ivlihlaukee County (4 vols _. ) , .l'-1anuscript Copy in 
the Collections of the State Historical Society of t'lisconsin, 
I'-lad ison, ~'1isconsin, I , 421 et seg , II , 1.21 et seg, III , 207 
et sea . Tne Plankinton fbtel, starti ng in 186 8 , employed 
Neg=O-help on a major scale and under the heading for the 
Hotel there are bventy-six separate listings for male Negroes . 
In the tabulation this unit has been counted as one heading . 
See Append ix Four . 

1 07This statement is based upon a careful s urvey of the Cen­
sus Reports and the City Directories for the period 1838-1870 . 

1 08These tV'ere the families of i'J'illiam Anderson--29 years, 
Lyman Benjarnin--24 years , vlilliam Watson--20 years, Henry B. 
Platt--19 years, David Booker--19 years , Charles Price--19 
years , Martin Smith--19 years , Ezekiel Gillespie--16 years , 
James A. Goines~-1 5 years, and Elijah Richardson--l1 years. 

1 09These figures a re based upon statistics taken from t he 
listings in the U. S ., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census , 1870, 
I , 421 et~: II, 1 21 et ~~ III, 207 et sea : A. Bailey, 
City Di rectory for 1 863 ; Richard Edward s (Ed:T, Director to 
the Inhabitants , Insti tutions , Incoroorated Compani es , Manu 
facturin Bstab1ishments Business Firms etc . etc . in the Cit 
of Miltvaukee for 1865 (Mi l vlaukee : Starr and Son, 1865 ; 
Edwards , et 21., City Directory for 1866: Richard Edwards ( Ed .) 
Edward s' Annual Director to the Institutions , Inhabitants, 
Incorporated Comoani es , !1anufacturing Establishments , Business 
Firms, etc . etc . in the City of Nilwaukee for 1867 (Niltvaukee : 
Starr and Son , ,1867); John Thickens , Mi l waukee Cit~ Directory 
fo r 1 86B-69 (Milwaukee : HatV'ks a n d Burdl.ck , 1868) ;ohri 'i'hi ckens, 
11i lwaukee Ci ty Di r ectory for 1869-70 ( l'1ihvaukee : Paul and 
Cadwallader, 1 869) , J ohn Thickens , I1i lwaukee City Directory for 
1870- 71 (Hih"aukee : Paul and Cachvallader, 1870) . 
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an entirely net..,. Negro community had IT'Oved into the city since 

the end of the Civil War. 

Most of the old names that had been connected with the 

great events and moments of Miltffiukee ' s p ioneer Negro comrnu-

ni ty t'lere no longer heard in the city. Among those who were 

gone were Joe Oliver, the first Negro resident and voter in 

Mih-laukee, the Clark family, \.,hich had been so intimately in-

volved ~dth the greatest tragedy of the colored community and 

one of the most shameful events in the history of the city, 

J. J. Myers I ~lho for so many years set the economic pace of 

the black corranunity, and Le~vis Johnson, who presided over the 

first political meeti ng of Negroes in the 'state of Wisconsin . 

Also gone 'vere some of the rrore colorful ind! viduals, such 

as William Green, the first Negro barber to set u9 shop in the 

city , Jesse Epps , Nhose clanging auctioneer ' s bell was a 

famil iar sound in MilNaukee I s road s and streets I George Paddock , 

"'ho served on the jury that freec. the Glover rescuers! and 

Robert Titball, ",hose nefarious exploits gained him an unique, 

though rather unenviable! position in the story of NilHaukee l s 

Negro community. Other old time Negro settlers ... ,hose names 

were no longer on the rolls included John Boland , William 

Harl ing, Robert Ellis! William Henderson, George Symes! Sarah 

Carroll , Samuel Potts, George W. Day, and Abraham Tbrrey. 

Another indicator of the change that had taken place in 

the Negro conununity ",as the origin of its members. ~lhile 
, 

about half of the colored community had always been from the 

Southern states, usually only a few had been from the Deep 
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South slave states (seven persons or 8 . 75% in 1850 and five 

persons or 6 . 5% in 1860) . 110 In 1 870 , however, sixty- seven 

members of the community , or over 61% of the Negro population, 

came from former slave states and 30% were from the Deep 

South. III Of the remaining forty- three adults \V'ho came from 

non-slave states , for the first time a l arge number of them, 

eleven, li sted vliscons1n as their p lace of birth while Ohio 

ran a close second with n1ne . 112 

An even more somber picture of the declining condition 

of the Negro community t ... as mirrored in the statistics con-

eerning education . According to the cen~us, there were twenty-

four illiterates in the community, the h i ghest a~unt since 

the beginning of the community. 11 3 The hopeful outlook of the 

early 1860 l s when t he Negro 9OPulation had a l iteracy rate of 

84 .. 4% was shattered as this rat e s lipped back 6% to 78 .. 4% .. 114 .. 

This decline in education was also borne out by the statistics 

110These figures are based upon information taken from the 
listings in the U. S ., Bureau of the Census , Seventh Census, 
1850 , p . 17 et ~; U. S .. , Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 
1 860, I, 19 et ~; II, 28 et seg .. 

l11u .. s .. , Bureau o f the Census , Ninth Census, 1870, I, 421 
et ~, II , 121 et ~, III, 207 et~ .. A breakdown by states 
ShoHS Virginia Nith t'irlenty , Kentucky eight , Missouri three, 
Maryland two , Nashington , D .. C .. one , Mississippi ten, South 
Carolina two , North Carolina two, Arkansas b·lO, 'fexas one, 
Georgia four , Alabama one , Louisiana one, and Tennessee ten . 

112I bid. By states they \vere : Wisconsin eleven , Ohio nine, 
New York and Pennsylvania five each, Del aware and Canad a three 
each , Indiana , Connect i cut , and Germany t"'0 each, and Massa­
chusetts one . .~ 

113Ibid • 

114Ibid . 
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on Negro children in school. In 1870 , only sixteen of t\Y'enty-

eight school-aged children , or 57 . 1%, were enrolled in the 

public schools . llS This as compared , ... ith 69 . 2% in 1 850 and 

72 . 2% 1n 1860 . 116 

The type of jobs that the new members of the Negro comrnu-

nity v/ere able to fill hild changed drastically too .. No l onger 

\-laS the local colored man rrost l y self-emp l oyed or a semi -

skilled worker as he had been in the past . In 1870 , there 

tvere only t\vO Negro barbers , of whom only one owned his o"m 

shop, and onl y t,~ semi- skilled tradesmen . II? The other mem-

bers of the colored work force Here employed in personal 

service type work or in menia l labor. Among the former, 

there were fourteen domestics , nineteen waiters, f ive bell-

boys , seven porters, thlO hostlers, one steward , one clerk, 

and one rail=oad conductor . 118 rl break;down on the latter 

category shO\vs one cigarmaker, ttVO sailors , ttr."O Hhi tewashers, 

bro cooJ~s , one janitor , eight laborers , one arapmaker , two 

seamstresses, and ttvO Hasherw·omen . 1 19 This ,vas a far cry from 

the well balanced occu~ational pattern of just a decade before 

(Suora p . 60). 

115Ibid • 

l16u • 8 ., Bureau of the Census , Seventh Census , 1850 , p . 17 
~~; U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census , 1860 , I, 1 9 
~~ .. II, 28 et seg. 

ll7U• 8 ., Bur eau o r the Census , Ni nth Censu s , 1 870 , II, 229, 
262; Thickens , ~ity Directory for 1870 , p . 311. 

118U.S. , Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census , 1870 , II , 145 , 
209, 21 7 , 248 , 256 , 263, 268 , 274, 235, 284 , 292 , 295 , 343

1 

384- 86 , 392, III, 207 , 222, 244, 265, 266 , 31 4 . 

119ill.S!., I, 462 , 538, II, 121, 142 , 226, 2"-18 , 268 , 274 , 
225, 235, 244, 307, 341 . 
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The decline of the Negro community was a l so apparent 

in its economic situation. Hhen the census \>7as taken , there 

were only five Negroes who owned real estate having a total 

value of :;11, 300. 1 20 A decade before there hac been nineteen 

worth nearly $30 , 000 (Suora p . 58) . Nhere in 1860 there had 

been t-;.,renty- nine Negroes ",]1 th personal property totaling over 

~6 , 200 (Suora p . 59), in 1 870 there were onl y three having a 

worth of $3 ,100 . 1 21 Further , the Negro population in the past 

ten years since the trouble in 1861 had completed the process 

of polarization that first began in the late 1850 l s (Supra p . 

51) .. ~'1ith the exception of a feu familif::!s, rrost of which \"ere 

on the East side , all of !-'!ihV'aul<ee I s Neg-roes were located in 

one central area . Eighty- four per cent of the colored popu-

lation resided in the Secane. and Fourth vlards and r.ost of 

these were lVithin an area bounded by the Milwaukee Ri ver on 

the east , Sixth Street on the h'est , the Menominee ai ver on 

the south , and Cedar Street (present day Kilbourn Avenue) on 

the north (See Nap C) .122 

Finally, the 1870 Census sho,,;ed that there haC. been an 

extremely sharp decline in t he number of interracial marriages. 

Out of the twenty-five couples , there '-1ere onl y two bi - racial 

fami li es , or 8% , as compared to eight bi-racial marriages 

120Ibid . , I, 462, II, 229 , 256 , 392 , III , 207. 

121Ibid . , II, 142, II I , 207, 312 . 

1 22Ibid ., I " 421 et seq, II, 121 et ~, III, 207 et seq ; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1870 , p . 49 et~. Thi s infor­
mation is based upon a survey of these two sources . It was 
:rom this survey t hat 11ap C ,,;as p lotted and the gercentages 
a etermined .. 
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comprising 33% of the community in 1860. 1 23 At the same time , 

the report showed an increase in the number of matriarchal 

fami lies \.n.thin the Negro conununity. In 1860 , there had been 

six such families, of whom three were caused by the death of 

the mal e head of the househol d (Supra p . 61 ). By 1870 , this 

number had grovffi to nine families . 124 Three of these families --

the Prices , Goines I and Andersons--vTere old residents of the 

c ity anc in each of them the mal e head of the family had d ied . 

The other six families, however, had no kno'ffi male head of 

the household . Further, all six of the se fami l ies had F.Oved 

into the city ""ithin the past three years since t he end of t he 

Civil Har . 125 

123U• 5 ., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census , 18 60., I, 1 9 
et sea, II , 28 et sea; U. S •• Bureau of the Census , Ninth Census, 
1870, I, 421 et seq, II, 121 et ~, III, 207 et ~. 

124U . S ., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census , 1870, I, 421 , 
et seg, II, 121 et ~, III , 207 ~ seg . 

125Thickens, City Directory for 1868, p . 49 et sea; 
Thickens , City Directory f or 1869, P . 48 et~; Thickens, 
City Directorv for 1870, p . 47 et sea . 
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CONCLUSION 

The year 1 870 marks the end of t he p i oneer phase of 

Mi l waukee ' s Negr o community, just as it a l so typifies th~ 

change of riri.lwau]<ee f rom a f rontier city to an emerging 

metropo l is . This earl y phase of the development of the 

Negro community covered an entire generation and sa"l many 

s i gni ficant advances made and not a fe,V' formidabl e obstacl es 

overcome . From the day when Joe Ol iver began work as So l omon 

Juneau ' s cook unti l the First African Methodist- Epi scopal 

Church, l ocated in the o l d German Evangelical Lutheran Church 

on the co r ner of Fourth and Cedar Streets, held its f i rst 

service on July 4 , 1869 , the story of the }1ilwaukee Negro 

corranunity '-las one of slo'l] , uneven, but unrelenting progress . 1 

The community gre\<l from a single inhabitant in 1835 , to 

a handful during the 1 840 ' s , to over a hundred by the 1850 ' s , 

to near ly 175 i n 1870 . During t his entire time , there existed 

a more o r less permanent cor e of families that served as the 

foundation upon which the corrununi ty gre\<l . 2 This peri od was 

a time of e c onomi c growth fo r t he Negr oes , beginning with the 

1Milwaukee Dai l y Sentinel and Gazette , June 29 , 1 869 , 
Jul y I, 1 969 . 

2These fami lies \-lere : Ander son ( 1841-1870) , Benj amin (184E 
1 870 ), Bol and (1850-1860) , Booker ( 1852- 1870), Sarah Carr o ll 
( 1 854-1867) , George Cl a r k (1846-1869) , Day (1859-1869 ), Elli s 
(1858-1869) , Epps (1850-1 857) , French (1863-1870 ), GUl espie 
( 1954-1 870 ), Goines (1855-1870 ), Harl i ng (1850-1863) , Henderson 
(1854- 1868 ) , S~ephen Jones ( 1863-1870) , Myers ( 1848-1861 ) , 
Paddock (1846-1858 ), Pl att (1850- 1870) , Potts (1848- 1859) , 
Pr ice (1851-18 7 0 ), Eli jah Richardzon (1859-1870) , Mar tin Smith 
( 1851-1870) , Symes ( 1850-1859) , Titball ( 1840- 1857) , Torrey 
(1854-1869) , Sully Watson (1850-1870) , Hilliam Hatson (1850-
18 7 0) . 
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first shanty barbershops and foodstands and culminating with 

the purcr.ase of the comnunity ' g mID p lace of ~vorship. It \Vas 

a time \-1hen rrost Milwaukee Negroes e ither owned their own 

businesses or were semi-skilled tradesmen providing needed 

services to t~e ever expanding city_ The economic highpoint 

came in 1 860 \.,hen 68.9% of the Negro community owned either 

real estate having a total value of nearly $30 , 000 or per­

sonal property valued at over $6 , 000 . 3 After 1860 , wealth in 

the Negro community decreased and tend e d to belong to the 

older, more established families . 4 

This early phase of the Mihvaukee Negro community was 

marked by other equally encouraging signs of progress . The 

d iversi f i cation of occupational skills in the local Negro 

population during the 1850 ' s and 186 0 ' s allowec them to main-

tain a high employment rate . A strong emphasis on education 

l,vas borne out by the h i gh literacy leve l the community main-

tained until 1 870 and by the l arge num~er of Negro child ren 

Hho attended the publi c schools . The surprisingly high number 

3U• S ., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census , 1860 , State 
of iilisconsin , 1"lilwaukee County (3 vcls . ) , Manuscript Copy in 
the Collections of the State Eistorical Society of ~\,isconsin, 
Madison, vlisconsin , I, 17 et seq, II , 28 et ~. 

4According to the Federal Census for 1870 there were only 
seven individuals who listed real estate or personal property 
in the Negro community. The total worth was $10 , 400 in real 
estate and $3 , 000 in personal property. Of thiS, $9 , 000 of 
the real estate vIas owned by the Anderson, Watson , and Platt 
fami l ies while ~ 2,000 of the personal property bel onged to the 
Platt anc Goin~s fami l ies . However , one must approach this 
listing of wealch with some caution . It seems strange that 
Some of the othe r older families , like the Gillespies , Benjamins, 
or Bookers, who \/ere kno\·m to have had lVec.lth in 1860 did not 
list any property or real estate in the 18 70 census. 
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of interracial marriages in the community during the SO ' s and 

60' 5 ..... as still another encouraging sign. Hotv-ever I the area 

.. ·,here Jvlilwaukee Negroes labored the hardest and made the 

greatest gains was in the political field . 

Despite the fact that Wisconsin \-las by far the Irost tol-

erant tOHard Negroes of any Hld",'estern state, the local colored 

population ..... as still denied that which they d esired trost , 

political equality and full citizenshi9 which they visualized 

as being embodied in the right of suffrage. This battle for 

Negro suffrage, along .. -lith the continuing growth of the cornmu-

nity, forms the central theme of the pioneer period of ~il-

\.;aukee I s bTegro community. During the early stages of the 

crusad e, the fight was carried by ~ ... hi te sympathizers and 

local abolitionists . HOHever, beginning ..... ith the first politi -

ca l meeting of Negroes in 1850 to pro test the passage of the 

Fugitive Slave Lay1, the local co lored population began to 

take a more active role in its oym d estiny. The 1 856 referen-

c um on colorec suffrage was l argely brought about because o f 

tl1e petitions which the local Negroes, ylith the aid of 

friendly whites, had pressed upo~ the state l egis lature . 

Ultimately, it "'las a Hilwaulcee Negro who, aided by tvro promi -

nent abolitionists, instigated t he court case which resulted 

in the state Supreme Court ' s ruling that Negroes, by the 

referendum of 1849 , had the right of suffrage in !tlisconsin and 

could in no "'TC:y be c1eniec. or de prived of that right . 

Thus , wh~n Ezekiel Gillespie ylQn his case , t he major , 

goal of the early Negro settlers ,."as finally obtained . This , 
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combined vlith t he alrrost complete trans f ormation that the 

communi ty had undergone since the Civil War, marked the end 

of the p ioneer Negro community in I11h.,raw<ee " I n its p l ace 

came another community , larger, newer, yet made up of many 

of t he leading personalities that had formed t he earlier 

settlement~ but, on the wOO l e , not nearl y as ,,,e ll e ducated , 

a s d iversified , or as economically sound as the Negro commu­

nity of the 1850 ' s and 1860 ' s had been . This new community, 

bui l d ing on the accomplishments of it s predecessor , v~uld , 

like the pioneer Negro settlement, face t,,·,"o long, bitter 

struggles . I n its case, however , t he struggl es "'QuId not b e 

to gain ?olitical e quali ty and to increase t he size of the 

cor.rrnunity , rather they ~·lOulc be to o vercome overt racial d is­

criminati on anr: to regain that fine balance , .. Imcn held 

charact eri zed Ivlil·..;aukec I s p ioneer !';egro community. 
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To conduct any meaningful study of the pioneer Negro 

community of Milwaukee, it is essential that one first de-

termine who th e members of that community were . 

the manner in which this study was c onducted. 

Such was 

The firs t 
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item of business was to surv ey the various census reports, 

both federal and Territory and State of Wisconsin, to iden­

tify the Negroes of Milwaukee. This was followed by a 

careful s e arch of numerous other sources which might help 

identify Negroes who were not listed in the census reports 

(i.e. city directories, newspapers, ta x records, vital sta ­

tistics, court records, memoirs, reminiscences, histories, 

etc, etc). Once the individuals members of the colored corn-

mu nity were known, the study could then proceed to tell the 

story of what these people did and how they lived during the 

frontier period of Milwaukee's history. 

Because this basic information is so scattered in numer­

ous sources not always easily accesible to the researcher, 

and is of such major importance to anyone desiring to do a ny 

work conce r ning the Neg ro in Milwaukee , it was felt t hat a 

se perate Biographical Directory of the Milwaukee Negro com­

munity must be an integral part of this paper. Therefore. 

this a pp endix was compiled. Wh ile this Directory purports 

to be a complete listing of the permanent Milwaukee Negro 

community during t he years 1835-1870, it is almost certain 

that not every Negro who passed through or spent time ~n Mil -

wa ukee is included here. However, because of the thorough-

ness of the study conducted, it is safe t o state that this 
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Directory contains listings for every Negro and Mu latto who 

actually resided in the City for any appreciable length of 

time. 

Th e follow ing items of information are contained in each 

sketch. The name of the head of the household, wife's name , 

names of children, years of residence in Milwaukee, occupa -

ticn, ward of residence. After each name appears a n "N" if 

the persons was Negro, an "M" if a Mulatto, or a "e" i f a Cau­

casian . Also. if the person wes born or died in the city 

the appropriate date is give n . 



lADAMS, George(M), w. Emily(M), c. Anna(M-b. 1868) 
(1863-1870) , Clerk, Fourth Ward 

Married Emily Anderson, daughter of William Ander­
son, in 1866. 

2ANDERSON, David 
(1867-1868), Hostler, Fourth Ward 

JANDERSON, William(M-d. 1854), w. Ann(M), c. Emily(M) 
(1841-1870), Barber, Fourth Ward 

One of the earliest Negro settlers. Oldest contin­
uous Negro family in Milwaukee. 

lUIS., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census. 1870. State 
of Wisconsin. Milw!ukee County (4 vols.), Manuscript Copy in 
the Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
Madison, Wisconsin, II, 256; A. Bailey, Milwaukee City Dir­
ectory for 1863 (Milwaukee: Starr and Son, Publisher, 1863); 
Richard Edwards(Ed.), Director to the Inhabitants. Institu­
tions. Incorporated Companies. Manufactoring Establishments. 
Business firms, etc. etc in the City of Milwaukee for 1865 
(Milwaukee: Starr and Son, 1865): Edwards, Greenough, and 
Deved, Edwards's Annual Directory to the Inhabitants. Insti­
tutions. Incorporated Companies. Manufactoring Establishments. 
Business firms. etc. etc in the City of Milwaukee for 1866 
(Milwaukee: Starr and Son, 1866)~ Richard Edwards(Ed.), Ed­
wards's Annual Director to the Inhabitants. Institutions.-Y;­
corporated Companies. Manufactoring Establishments. Businesses. 
Business firms. etc. etc in the City of Milwaukee for 1867 
(Milwaukee: Starr and Son, 1867); John Thickens, Milwaukee 
City Directory for 1868-69 (Milwaukee: Hawks and Burdick, 1868); 
John Thickens, Milwaukee City Directory for 1869-70 (Milwaukee: 
Paul and Cadwallader, 1869); John Thickens, Milwaukee City 
Directory for 1870-71 (Milwaukee: Paul and Cadwallader, 1870), 

2Edwards, City Directory for 1867; Thickens, City 
Directory for 1868-69. 

3Territory of Wisconsin, Census Report. 1846. Milwaukee 
County, Manuscript Copy in the Collections of the State His­
torical Society of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin; Territory 
of Wisconsin, Census Report. 1847. Milwaukee County, Menuscripi 
Copy in the Collections of the Milwaukee County Historical Soc­
iety, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; U.S., Bureau of the Census, Seveni 
Census, 1850. State of Wisconsin. Milwaukee County, Manuscript 
Copy in the Collections of the State Historical Society of Wis­
consin, Madison, Wisconsin, p. 441j U.S., Bureau of the Census I 
Eighth Census. 1860. State of Wisconsin, Milwaukee County (3 vol! 
Manuscript Copy in the Collections of ~he 5t~te Historical Soc­
iety of Wiscona~int Madison, Wisconsin, II, 47; U.S., Bureau 
of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 256; Julius MacCabe, 
Directory of the City of Milwaukee for the Years 1847-48 (Mil­
waukee: Wilson and King, 1847); Directory of the City of Mil-

e 
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BADGER, Nelson(M), w. Elizabeth(M), c. Ella(M), Mary Jane{M), 
Sarah(M) 

(1860-1861). Dentist. 
Arrested in 1861 for 

lng house." 

Second ItJard 
keeping a "disorderly and gam-

5 . 
BAILEY, Augustus(N) 

(1850), Clothes Cleaner, first Ward 

6S AKER, Margaret(M), 
(1859-1862). 

h. Frederick(C) 
Saloonkeepers, first Ward 

7 BARNES. Farney(N) 
(laSa), No Occupation, First Ward 

waukee for the Years 1848-49 {Milwaukee: Rufus King, IB4B}; The 
Milwaukee City Directory for 1851-52 (Milwaukee: Parsons and Van 
Slyck, 1851); Jesse M. Van Slyck, Milwaukee City Directorv and 
Business Advertiser, 1854-55 (Milwaukee: Starr Book and Job 

Orf ice, 1854); Je sse M. v:ahn~5!.1~y~C~k~';;~~~~~~~~r::~~~~= 
"6 and Companies, 

~d!:.2.~~'.".!il-ll""l.il~4.9..!:!I...~~....!..§..;~~M..J&;~ . (M i1 wa u k e e : St e am 
th, DuMoulin and Co., 

ee 

ons e ee 
, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; William H. Green, Negroes in 

Milwaukee, An undated, unidentified news clipping from the 
Ethnic File in the Collections of the Milwaukee County Histor­
ical Society, Milwaukee, Wisconsin I Interview with Miss Mabel 
Raimey, descendent of the Watson and Anderson families, at Mil­
waukee, January 2, 1968. 

4 U• S • Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census. 1860, I, 326j 
Starr and Son, (i t 'y Directory for 1860-61; Milwaukee Daily 
Sentinel and Gazette, May 15, 1861. 

5 
U.S" Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 1850, p. 202. 

6 . . . 
U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census. 1860, II, 37; 

Town, City Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, City Directory 
for 1860. 

7 U• S ., BOreau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, p. 162 . 
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BARQU£T, Joseph(M) 
(1850-1852), Mason, Fourth Ward 

Chosen Secretary of th e first mass meeting held by 
Negroe s in Milw~ukee on October 7 , 1850. 

gBARRETT, Mi1ton(N) 
(1847), Barber 

10 BASSIL, James(M), w. Mary(M) 
(1870), Cigarmaker, Fourth Ward 

11BELLOW5, John(N) 

12 

13 

(1850), Barber, first Ward 

BENJAMIN, Lyman(M), w. Mary Ann(M) 
(1846-1870), Cook, Fourt h Ward 

Went to the Crystal Palace Exp osition in 1851 to dil 
play the handiwork of Milwaukee's Negro population. 

BEVERLY, Johnathan(M) 
(1870), Waiter, fourth Ward 

Worked in the Plankington House 

14BLAND, Char1es(M) 
(1870), Bellboy, fourth Ward ' 

Worked in the Plankington House. 
-----:,-------

8 I bid., p. 4 6 0 ; ~C~i::t:'y'-D"',';i:':r~e'=c:it::o~r:_y"_;*f.:o"r'";_j1~B~5;;.=1=-"'5"'2 ; 
Daily Sentinel and Gazette, October 11, 1850. 

Milwaukee 

9Wisconsin, Census Repo rt. 1846; Milwaukee Daily Senti 
el a nd Gazette, April 21, 1853, September 23, 1853. 

10 C C U.S ., Bureau of the ensus, Ninth ensus, 1870, II, 301 

11U• S . , Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 1850, p. 16 

12Wisconsin, Census Re port. 1846; Wisconsin, Census Re 
port. 1847; U.S ., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Cen s us. 1850, 
p. 255; State of Wisconsin, Census Report . 1855. Milwaukee 
County, Manuscript Copy in the Collections of the State His­
torical Society of Wisconsin , Madison, Wisconsinj U.S., Bur­
eau of the Ce nsus, Ninth Census, 1870. II, 393; Van Slyck, ~ 
Directory for 1854-55; Erving ~ aI, City Directory for 1857 
Smith ~ ll, City Directory for 1858; Bailey , City DirectoI 
for 1863; Edwards, City Directory for 1865; Edwards ~ aI , 
City Directory for 1866; Edwards, City Direc tor y for 1867; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1868; Thickens, City Director~ 
for 1869; Thickens, City Directory for 1870; Daily free Derr 
ocrat, May 9, 1851. 

13 U. S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 38 4 
, 
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15BLAND, George(M), w. Nancy{M), c. Elizabeth( M) , Th omas(M) , 
Lanrenda(M) 

(1869-1870). Waiter, Fourth Ward 

16ELAND. Henry(M) 
(1870), Wa iter, Fourth Ward 

Worked in the Plan kington House. 

17SLANEY, Rebecca(M) 
(1870), No Occupation, fourth Ward 

18 EDDMAN, John(M), v. Leonard(M) 
(lB70), Railroad Conductor, Fourth Ward 

19BOLAND, John(N), w. 
(1850-1860), 

Elizabeth(N) 
Cook, Third Ward 

20BOOKER, David(N) I w. Cinthill(N), 
(N-b. 1866), 

(1852-1870), Whitewasher, 

21BROWN, Caroline(N) 

c. Julie(N-b. 1855), 
Mary (N-b . 1869) 
Second Ward 

(1860-1863), Domestic, Seventh ~ard 

Charles 

15 Ibid ., II, 217j Thickens, City Directory for 1869; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1870. 

16 C U.S., Bureau of the Ce nsus, Ninth enSU9, IB70, II, 384-Bf 

17 Ibid ., II, 248. 

IB 1bid ., II, 292. 

19 U• S ., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Cen sus . 1850, p. 113; 
Wisconsin, Census Report. 1855; Van Slyck, City Directory for 
.!ill; Van Slyck, City Directory for 1856; Ervin g II al, City 
Directory for 1857; Smith ll.2l, City Directory for 1858; 
Town, City Directory for 1859. 

20Wisconsin, Census Report. 1855; U.S., Bureau of the Cen. 
sus, Eighth Census. 1860, I, 409; U.S., Bureau of the Census, 
Ninth Census. 1870. I, 538; City Directory for 1851-52; Van 
Slyck, City Directory for 1854; Smith II E..!, City Directory 
for 18 58; Town, City Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, City 
Directory for 1860; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1861; 
Ba iley, City Directory for 1865; Edwards £i~, City Director~ 
for 186 6; Thic ke ns, City Directory for 1868; Thickens, City 
Directory for 1870. 

21U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, I, 146; 
Ba iley, City D~rectory for 1863. 
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22BROWN , John T.(N-d . 1861), w. Sarah(C) 

(1857- 1863) , Whitewasher , Third Ward 

238ROWN , Mace(M ) 
(1870), Waiter, fourth Ward 

Worked i n t he Pl ankington House 

248ROWN, T. J . (N), w. Margaret(M) 
( 1 846~1850) , Ba r ber, First Ward 

258ROWN , Thomas(N) 
(1860-1863) , Cook, Third Ward 

26BROWN , William(N) , w. Ann(C) 
(1849-1852) , Cook, First Ward 

27BURNS , Joseph (M) , w. SU 9 sa nna 
(1858 -186 1 ) , Cook, Fourth Ward 

Con victed of murder and sent to the State Prison at 
Waupan wh a re authorit i es ruled him to b. insane . 

28 CALDRON, Henry 
( 1 847), No Occupat i on, Third Ward 

29CABROtt , Sarah 
(1854 -1867), Mi l l iner, Thir d Ward 

22 U. S., Bureau of the Ce nsus, Eiqht h Cens us, 1 860, I, 515; 
Erving II a l , City Directory for IB"S7; Smith!!.i.!1, City Dir­
ectgry for 1858 ; Town, City Directory for 1859; Starr a nd 50 n l 

Cit y Di rectory for 1 860; Starr and Son, Ci ty Directory for 
1,llii Bailey, Ci ty Di r ectory for 1863. 

23 U. S . , Burea u of the Census, Ninth Ce nsus . 1870, I I, 384-8t 

24W' . l.sco nSl.n, 
port, I B47i U.S., 
p. 188; MacCabe , 

Census Report, 1846; Wisconsin, Ce ns us Re­
Bureau of the Census, Seve nt h Cens us, 185 0 , 
Ci ty Di rectory for 1848. 

25U • S . , Bureau of the Ce ns us, 
Starr and Son, City Directory for 
c r y for 1863. 

Eighth Census, 
1861 : Bail ey, 

1860 , I , 593; 
City Direct-

26U . S ., Bureau of the Ce nsus, Seventh Cens us, 1850, p . 1 95; 
Ci ty Di rectory for 1 85 1-52 . 

, 
27U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, 

Milwaukee Daily Sentine l and Gazette, Ja nuary 28 , ls58, 
24, 186 l. 

I I, 52; 
June 

28Wi sco ns i n , Census Report, 1846; Wisconsin , Census Re ­
g ort, 1 847. 

29Wi sco nsin , Census Report. 1855; Van S1yck, Ci ty Dir-
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30 CARROLL, Walter(M) 

31 

32 

33 

(1869-1870), Clerk, Seventh Ward 

CAR TRIE RY, Charles(M ) 
(1870) , Waiter, 

Worked in the 

CASSINGHAN, Frank(M) 

fourth Ward 
Plankington House 

(lB70), Eellboy, fourth Ward 
Worked in the Pl a n k ington House 

CHANDLER, Jordan(M) 
(lB70), Waiter , fourth Ward 

Worked in the Pla n kin gton House 

34CLARK , Archibald(M) 
(1 870), Bellboy, Fourth Ward 

Worked in the Plankington House 

35CLARK, Areha(M) 
(IBID), Waiter, Seventh Ward 

36CLARK, George(M-d. 1 868) , w. Mary Antoinette(C), c. Georg e H. 
jr{M), Marshall(M), Eu g ine(M-b. 
1868) 

(1846-1869), Barber, fourth Ward 
Drafted the resolutions in opposition to the f ug itive 

Slave Law on October 7, 1850. 

ectoFY for 1854; Van Slyck, City Directory for 1856; Ervin g 
tl aI, City Directory for 1857; Smith ll~, City Directory 
for 1 858; Town, City Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, City 
Directory for 1860; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1861; 
Edwards, City Directory for 1865; Edwards llll' City Dir­
ectory for 1868; Edwards, City Directory for 1867. 

30U• S ., Bureau of the Census, 
Thic ke ns, City Directory for 1869; 
for 1870. 

Ninth Census. 1870, III, 314; 
Thickens, City Directory 

31U•S ., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Censue. 1870, II, 384-86 

32 lbid • 

33 1bid , 

34 lbid • 

35 Ibid ., III, 314. 

36Wiscon8in~, Census Report, 1646; W'~i~.~c~o~n~ • .bi~n~,~~~~~ 
port. 1647 ; U.S., Bureau of the Census, ~ 
p. 456; Wisconsin, Census Report, 1655; 
Census, Eighth Census, 1860, I I, 32 j Van Sly ck, Direc-
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37CLARK, Mar.hall(M) 
(1860-1861), Barber, fourth Ward 

Lynched by a mob of Irish men for the murder of 
Dabney Carney in September of 1861. 

38COLEMAN, Emily(M) , c. Benjamin(M), Emma( M) 
(1870) , Wa she rwoman, fourth Ward 

39COLEMAN, Walter 
(1866-1B67), Carpenter , fourth Ward 

40 COLLINS, Thomas 
(1866-1869), Laborer, fourth Ward 

41CONHAD, Louisa(N) 
(1850), No Occupation Listed, First Ward 

42 COOK , Henry(N) 
(lB50), Barber, First Ward 

43 cmm , William(N) 
(lB5B), Barber, Seventh Ward 

44DANDSED, Mary(N), Robert(N), Alfred(N) ' 
(1870), Se a mstress, fourth Ward 

tory for 1854; Van Slyck, City Directory for 1856; Erving II 
al, City Directory for 1857; Smith £1 Al. City Directory for 
.!ill; Town, City Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, City 
Directory for 1860j Edwards Ai Al, City Directory for 18 66 ; 
Edwards, [i ty Directory for 18 6 7; Thic kens , City Directory fc 
18 69; Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, October 11, 1850. 

37U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census. 1860, II, 32; 
Starr and Son, City Directory for 18 60; See footnotes 52 thru 
74, Chapter Three of the narrative for other references. 

3B U•S., Bureau of the Gensus, Ninth Census. 1870. II, 259; 
Thi cke ns, City Directory for IB70. 

39Edwards et al, City Directory for 1866 ; Edwards, City 
Directory for 1867:-

40Edwards tl!t!, City Directory for 1866, Edwards, 
Directory far 1867; Thickens, City Directory for 1868; 
City llirectory for 1869. 

City 
Thicke 

41 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 1850, p. IBE 

42 Ibid ., p. 162. 

43Smith et~, City Directory for 1858. 

44 U•S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Censys,,' 1870, II, 218. 
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DANGERfIELD, Horace( M}, w. Fonien(M), c. frances(M_b. 1867), 

(1867-1870), 
Served in 

DANGERfIELD, Charles 

Porter, 
the U.S. 

Horace( M-b. 1 8 70 ) 
Fourth Ward 

Colored Troops, 1864. 

(1869), Waiter, fourth Ward 

47DAy , George W.(N-d. 18 68), w. Nancy(N) , c. 5arah(N}, 
Be njamin(N) 

(1859-1869), Barber, Seventh Ward 

48 DE LONG , Caroline(N) 
(1850), Domestic, First Ward 

49 DE LONG, Joseph 
(lB47-1B49), Earber, fourth Ward 

Census Reports list five other members of the family 
not known by name. 

50CE VOE, Lemue1(M) 

51 

(lB50), Barber 
In the County Jail for burgl ary . 

DUDLEY, Ambrose 
(1847-1858), Cook, fourth Ward 

Served as on Officer's Ma n with Company A, 24th Wis­
consin Volunteer Infantry, 1862-1863. 

45 Ibid ., II, 2J5~ Edwards, City Directory for 1867; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1868; Thickens, Citv Directory 
for 1 869 ; Thickens, City Directory for 1870 ; Adjutant Gen­
eral, Regimental Descriptive Rolls. 18 61-1865 . Unassigned and 
Miscellaneous, Series 37/ 1/29, Section 4 and 5, Box No. 59 
Archives Division, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
Madison, Wisco nsin. 

46Thickens, City Directory for 1869. 

47 U• S ., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, I, 145; 
Town, City Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, City Directory 
for 1860; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1861; Bailey, 
City Directory for 1863; Edwards, City Directory for 18 65; 
Edwards ~ al, City Dircetory for 18 66 j Edwards, City Direc­
tory for 1867; Thickens, City Directory for 1868; Thickens, 
City Directory for 1869; Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, 
J anua r y 27, 1868. 

48 U• S ., Bureay of the Ce nsus, Seventh Census. 18 50, p. 249. 

49Wiscon9~n, Cen s us Report. 1846; 
port. 1847; ,C~i~t~¥~0~'~·r~e~c~t~o~r~¥~f~o~r~1~8~4~9. 

Wisconsin, Census Re -

SOu.s., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 18S0, p. 253. 

51City Directory for 1 851-52; Smith £i~, City Directory 
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520UNCAN, Richard(M), 

(1859-1861) , 
w. Loui sa(C) , c. ~illie(M-b. IB59} 
Barber, Seventh Ward 

53ELLIS, Robert 
(1858-1869), Barber, fourth Ward 

54EPPS , Jesse(N) 
(1850-1857), Grocer, Second Ward/Third Ward 

Census Reports list two other members of the family 
but they are not known by name. One of the most color­
ful members of the Milwa ukee Negro community. 

55ESIPEN, Maggi.(M) 
(1 870), Domestic, fifth Ward 

56EVA NS, Hester(N) 

57 

(1850-1855), No Occupation Listed, Third Ward 

fARLE5S, Dolly(N), 
(1870), No 

c. Rochall(N), Mary(N) 
Oc c upation Listed, fourth Ward 

58 fARR , Minerva(M) 
(1849-1852), Milliner, first Ward 

for 1858; Green, Negroes in Milwaukee • . 

52U.S., Bureau of the Ce nsus, 
Starr a nd Son, City Directory for 
Directorv for 1861. 

Eighth Census. 1860, 
1860; Starr and Son, 

I, 120; 
City 

53Smith !till, City Directory for 1858; Town, City Dir­
ectory for 1859; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1860; 
Starr and Son, City Directory for 1861; Bailey, City Direc­
tory for 1863; Edwards, City Directory for 1865; Edwards II 
ll, City Directory for 1866; Edwards, City Directorv for 1867; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1868; Thickens, City Directory 
for 1869; Milwaukee County, Office of the County Treasurer, 
Tax Lists for the Year 1865. 

54 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 1850, p. 369; 
Wisconsin, Census Report. 1855; City Directory for 1851-52; 
Van Sly c k, City Directory for 1854; Va n 51yck, City Directorv 
for 1856; Erving ll.2l, City Directory for 1857 ; See Chapter 
II for other references concerning Jesse Epps. 

55 U• 5 ., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census . 1870, Ill, 266 •. 

56 U• 5 ., Bureau of the Cens us, Seventh Census. 1850, p . 148; 
City Directory for 1851-52; Van Slyck, City Directory for 1854. 

57 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census. 1870 ; II, 21B. 

58 U.S., Bur~au of the Census, Seventh Cens us, 1850, p. 204; 
City Direct'orv for 184 9; City Directory for 1851-52. 



104. 

59FLETCHER, Thoma s (M) 

60 

(1870), Waiter, fourth Ward 
Worked at the Plan kin gton House. 

FOSTER, James 
(1636- ? ) 

Census Report lists one other unnamed member i n the 
family. 

61FRANKLIN, William(N), w. Henrietta(N) 
(1859-1860), Teams ter , Second Ward 

62pRENCH, Allen(M), w. Lucy(M ), c. Coas{ M-b. 1867). florence 
(M-b. 1670) 

(1863-1870), Porter, Fourth Wa rd 

63FRIKE, Henry(N) 
(1670), Cook, 

64 FULLER, Ge orge(M) 

Third Ward 

65 

(1870), Waiter, 
Worked at the 

Fourth Wa rd 
Plankington House. 

GARDNER, John (N) , w. Ann (N) , 
(1850-1852), Barber, 

. 
c. M8ry(N) 

Third Ward 

66GILLESPIE, Ezekiel( M) , w. Sophi8(M-d. 1664), Catherine(M) 

59 

c. Mary(M), Samantha(M), Emma( M) , Alice 
(M-b. 1655), Willi8m(M-b. 1656), Ida 
(M-b. 1667), Obey(M-b. 1669) 

(1854-1870) I Porter, Fourth Ward/Seventh Ward 
Instituted lawsuit in 1861 that led to the Supreme 

Court decision granting Negroes the right of suffrage. 

U.s., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870. II. 384-1 

60rerritoty of Wisconsin, Census Report, 1838, Milwaukee 
Count~ Manuscript Copy in the Collection a of the State Histor­
icalociety of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. 

61 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census , 1860, I, 326. 
62 

U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 263; 
Bailey, City Directory for 1863; Edwards, City Directory for 
1865; Edwards, City Directory for 1867; Thickens, Cit¥ Dir­
ectory for 1868; Thickens, City Directory for 186 9; Th~ckens, 
City Directory for 1870. 

63 U.S., Bureau of the Census , Ninth Census, 187Q, II, 121. 

64 Ibid ., II, 364-66. 

65 U. S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census , 1850. p. 1 30 
City Directory for 1851-52. 

66Wisconsin, Census Report. 1855; U.S., Bureau of the 



.l05. 

67GOINES, James W.(M-d. 1864), w. Mary(M), c. Ida(M), Susan(~1), 
Veary(M-b. 1861) 

(1855-1870), Earber, Fifth Ward/Seventh Ward 
Served as Secretary of the 1855 meeting of Negroes 

to petition the Legislature for a referendum on Negro 
suffrage. 

68GRANT, E11en(M) 
(1870), Hainworker, fifth t'lard 

Jared(N), w. Elizabeth(N-d. 1852), 
Maria(N), Augusta(N), 

(1850-1853), Barber, first Ward 

70GREE N, John(N) 
(187D), Domestic, fourth Ward 

71GREEN, Wi11iam(N) 
(1838-1841 7), Barber, Third Ward 

c. Euritta(N), Jane(N 
Jared (N), Gordon{N} 

Census Report shows three other unnamed members in the 
family. First Negro barber in Milwau kee . 

Census, Eighth Census, 1860, I, 57-58; V.S., Bureau of the Cen­
sus, Ninth Census, 1870. II, 235; City Directory for 1851-52; 
Van Slyck, City Directory for 1854; Van Slyck, City Directory 
for 1856; Erving £i~, City Directory for 18S7; Town, City 
Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1860; 
Starr and Son, City Directory for 1861; Bailey, City Direc­
tory for 18 63 ; Edwards £1.21. City Directory for 18 66 ; Edwards 
City Directory for 1867 ; Thickens, City Directory for 1868; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1869; Thickens, City Directory 
for 1870; Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, february 6, 1864 
See Chapter III for others references concerning Gillespie. 

67U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census. 1860, I, 64; 
U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Cen s us. IB70, Ill, 312; Er­
ving ~~, City Directory for 1857; Smith ~~, City Direc­
tory for 1858; Town, City Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, 
City Directory for 1860; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1861 
Bailey, City Directory for 1863; Edwards, City Directory for 
1865; Edwards ~ aI, City Directory for 1866; Edwards, City 
Directory for 1867; Thickens, City Directory for 1868; Thicken 
City Directory for 1869; Thickens, City Directory for 1870; 
Milwau kee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, ~ovember la, 1855. 

68 u.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, IB70, Ill, 312. 

69 U.S ., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 1850, pp. 
161-62; City Directory for 1851-52; Milwaukee Dailv Sentinel 
and Gazette, April 22. 1852, March 14, 1853. 

70U• S., Bu;eau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 284; 
Thic ke ns, City Directory for 1870. 

71Wisconsin, Census Report. 1838; U.S., Bureau of the 



72 HALE , Alice(N), 
(1660), 

c. Julia(N), Alice(N-b. 
Seamstress, Third Ward 

73HAREST, William(N) 
(1860), Whitewasher, Third Ward 

74HARDISTER, Benjamin(N) 
(1860), Whitewasher, Fourth Ward 

106. 

1660) 

75HARLING, William(N-d. 1858), w. Emily(M), c. William, Edward 
(M-b. 1659), Eenjamin(M-b. 1656 

(1850-1863), Whitewasher, Fourth Ward 

76HARRIS, Samuel(N) . 
(1850), Waiter, first Ward 

77HENDERSON, William 
(1854-1868), Shoemaker, fourth Ward 

Census Report lists two other members in the family 
but does not give their names. 

76 HILL , John(M) 
(1870), Waiter, fourth Ward 

Worked at the Planking ton House. 
------
Census, Sixth Census. 1840. State of Wisconsin. Milwaukee County 
Manuscript Copy in the Collections of the State Historical Soci­
ety of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin; James S. Buck, Pioneer Hi 
tory of Milwaykee (4 vols; Milwaukee: Symes, Swain and Company, 
1864), II, 93. 

72 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census. 1860. I, 511. 

73 Ibid ., I, 590. 

74 Ibid ., II, 40. 

75 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, p. 460; 
U.S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census. 1860, II. 33; Wiscon , 
sin, Census Report. 1855; City Directory for 1851-52; Van Slyc! 
City Directory for 1856, Erving ~ Al, City Directory for 1857; 
Smith ~ aI, City Directory for lSSSj Bailey, City Directory fo : 
1863; Milwaukee County Circuit Court, Document No . 577. Eguity. 
In the matter of the petition of William and Benjamin Harling fo 
sale of real estate, in the Collections of the Milwaukee County 
Historical Society, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

76 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, p. 202 

77Wisconsin, Census Report, 1855; Van Slyck, City Director 
for 1854; Town\ City Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, City 
Directorv ~or 1860j Bailey, City Directory for 1863; Edwards, 
City Directory for 1865; Edwards ~!!, City Directory for 1866 
Thickens, City Directorv for 1868. 

78 U• S ., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census. 1870, II, 384-81 



107. 
79 

HOLSTEIN, Joseph(N), w. Henrietta(N), c . Emmeli(N), Richard 
(M), Jcseph(N-b. 1661 

(1860-1865), Sailor, Ninth Ward 

60 HOOD , Ann (M) 
(1860), Domestic, Seventh Ward 

61HOP KINS, David(N) 
(1850), Waiter, first Wa rd 

82HUGHES, Lewis( N), w. Matilda{M), c. Lydia(N), Mattie(N), 
Charlctte( N) 

(1867-187'0), Porter, Fourth Ward 
Ran the living quarters for the Negroes employed by 

the Plan kington House. Wrote a n autobiography of his 
1i'f'6 in slavery entitled "Thirty Years a Sla ve". 

83HURLEY, Louis 
(1855-185B), Whitesmith , Sixth Ward 

64 
JACKSON, Charlctt.(N) 

(1670), -;---,,=--;;-=' First '~ard 
Minor in the Protestant Orphani Asylum. 

85JACKSDN, Daniel(N), w. Rachel(N), c . Ma ry E.( N), Frances(N), 
Alexander(N) 

66 

(1850), Whitewash e r, first Ward 

JACKSON,Orange(N), w. Mary(M), 
(1850), Laborer, Second 

c. Mary 
Ward 

Ann(M) 

79U. S ., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census. 1860, II, 485 
Edwards, City Directory for 18 65. 

80U•S., Bureau of the Census. Eighth Census. 1860, I, 41. 

61 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 1850, p. 202 

62 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 218; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1869; Thickens, City Direc t ory 
for 1810; Louis Hughes, Thirty Years a Slave. from Bondage to 
Freedo~ (Milwaukee: South Side Printing Co., 1897). 

83Wisconsin, 
ectory for 1857; 

Census Report. 1BS5j Erving II al, City 
Smith ~~, City Directory for 1858. 

Dir 

64 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census. 1870, I, 421. 

65 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census . 1850, p. 169 

66 lbid ., ~. 411. 



87JEFFE R50N , William(N) 
108. 

88 
(1855-1860), Whitewasher, Second Ward 

JOHNSON, James(N), 
(1868-1870) , 

w. Mary (N) 
Laborer, Fourth Ward 

89JOHN50N, Lewi.( N) , 
(1850- 7 ), 

Served as 
in Milwaukee 

w. Catherine(C) 
Barber/Sailor, fourth Ward 
Chairman of the first mass meeting of Negrol 
on October 7, 1850. 

90 JOHNSON, Mary(N), 
(1870), No 

91 JOHNSON, Robert(N), 
(1846-1852) , 

c. William(M) 
Occupation, fourth 

w. Hannah(N) 

Ward 

Joiner, fourth Ward 

92JOHNSON, Thomas(M) 
( IS70), Waiter, Fourth Ward 

93JOHNSON, William 
(1840- 7 ) 

Census Report lists three other members in the family 
but does not give their names. 

94JONES, Stephen 
(1863-1B70), Barber, fourth Ward 

87 U.S.; Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, It 327; 
Smith £i £l, City Directory for 1858; Town, City Directory for 
1859j Milwaukee Dailv Sentinel and Gazette, December 6, 1855. 

88 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census. IB70, II, 226; 
Thic ke ns, City Directory for 1868. 

89 U• S., Bureau of the Ce nsu s , Seventh Census. 1850, p. 456 
Wisconsin, Ce nsus Report. 1855; Van S1yck, City Directory fOI 
18 56 ; Erving ~~, City Directory for 1857; Milwaukee Dailv 
Sentinel and Gazette, October 11, 1850. 

90U.S.~ Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 274. 

91Wisconsin, Census Report. 1846; Wisconsin, Census Re­
port. 1847i U.S., Bureau of the Census, Sevehth Census. 1850, 
p. 448; MacCebe, City Directory for 1848; City Directory for 
1849; City Directory for 1851-52. 

92 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census. 1870, II, 384-

93 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Sixth Census, 184~. 

94Sailey p City Directory for 1863; Edwards, City Direc- .. 
tory for 1865; Edwards II ~t City Directory for 1866; Ed­
wards, Cit V Directory for 1867; Thickens, City Directorv for 



~09. 

95 JONES, Wayne 
(1867-1868), Coachman, Fourth Ward 

96KENNEDY, E~len(N) 
in the home of John Bodman 

91lA CHAPPEL, Lewis 
(1850), Barber, fourth Ward 

9B LEWIS, Mary(M) 
(1870), Seamstress, Fourth Ward 

99LINCOLN, D.nie~(M). 
(~B6B-lB70) • 

w. Mary(M) 
Hostler, Fourth Ward 

lOOLO KS , Ma ry( N) 
(1850), Domestic, First Ward 

Wl LOT , Mary (N) 
(1850-1855), Domestic, Fourth Ward 

l02 LOYD • Thomas(N) 
(1860) , Waiter, Second Ward 

l03 LOX, John(N) 
(1850), Cook, Firat Ward 

l04LUCAS. Anthony(M) . w. Mary(M) , 
(1870), Barber, Fourth 

c . Frena( M) , Wi11iam( M-b. 1870) 
Ward 

1868; 
ecl'Ory 

Thickens, 
for ~B70. 

City Directory for 1869; Thickens, City Dir-

95Edwards, City Directory for 1867; Thickens, City Dir ­
ectory for 1868 . 

96 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870 , II, 292. 

97 f C U.S., Burea u 0 the ensue, Seventh Census, 1850 , p. 456 

9BU.S ., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Cens us , 1870, I I, 263. 

99 Ibid ., II, 274; Thickens, Cit v Directory for 1868 ; 
Thickens, City Directory for "1870. 

lOOU . S., Burea u of the Census, Seventh Census! 1850, p. 30~ 

10~Ibid. , p. 469; Wisconsin, Census Re~ortl ~B55. 

~O2 
U.S. , Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census . 1!l60, "I. 413. 

103 U•S., Bureau of the Census , §eventh Census. 1850, p. 20~. 

~04 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census . 1870, II, 262; 
Thickens , City Directorv for 1870. 



105 LU5EBlE, Theodore(M), w. 
(1870) , Laborer, 

Mary(M) 
Fourth Ward 

HO. 

l06LYRUS, George R. 
(1855), unknown, first Ward 

Census Report lists four other members in the family 
but does not give their names. 

l07McCOY, John 
(lB48-1855), Cook, Third Ward 

Census Report lists two other members in the family 
but does not give their names. 

lOBMANN , Lucieta(N) 
(1870), Domestic, Third Ward 

109MASON • Cbarl.s(M) 
(1870), Waiter, 

Worked in the 
Fourth Ward 

Plankington House. 

110MINER, Patrick(M) 
(1850-1851), Laborer, first Ward 

111M ITCH ELL, William 
(1846-1852), Tailor, Third Ward . 

Census Report lists one other member in the family but 
does not give the name. 

112MI X. F lorentin. (M) • Juba (M) • Cynthia (M) • Fannie (M) 
(1860), Laundress, fourth Ward 

113MORGAN, William 

105 

(1846-1848), Barber, Fourth Ward 
Censue Report lists one other member in the family but 

does not giv~ the name. 

U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 244. 

106Wisconsin, Census Report, 1855. 

107Wisconsin, Census Report, 1855; City Directory for 1849; 
City Directory for 1651-52; Van Slyck, city Directory for 1854. 

10B U• S •• E f th C N' th C 1870 II 145 ureau 0 e ensus, 1.n ensue p , , • 

109 Ibid ., II, 3B4-86. 

110U.S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, p. 301; 
Milwaukee Daily Sectinel and Gazette, October 11, 1850. 

111W' . l.sconsl.n, Census Report, 1846; City Directory lor 1851-5: 

112U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, II, 92 • . 

for 

113,.,. . "l.sconSl.n, 
1848. 

MacCabe, City Directory Census Report, 1846; 



Ill. 

114MORRISON, Benjamin 
(1858), Cook, Fourth Ward 

115M05ELY, John(N) 
(1860), Farmer 

In the County Jail. 

116MYERS, Jonathan{N), w. Elizabeth(N), c. Benjamin(N), Anna(N), 
Frederick(N-b. 1850) 

(1848-1862), Grocer, first Ward/Seventh Ward 
Economic leader of the Negro community. Went to 

Africa in 1859 to help educate less fortunate Negroes. 

117NELLER, John(M) 
(lB70), Waiter, Fourth Ward 

Worked in the Plankington House. 

118 NEW , Ada(N) 
(lB70), Domestic, Fourth Ward 

119NOELES, Rufus(M), 101. Mary(M}, 
(1870). Steward, Fifth 

c. Ne1lie(M) 
Ward 

1200FFER, John(N) 

121 
(1850-1B52), Barber, Third Ward ' 

OLIVER, Joseph(N) 
(1835-1837), Cook, Seventh Ward 

rirst Negro in the city of Milwaukee. 
to cast a legal ballot in Milwaukee. 

114Srnith ~~, City Directory for 1858. 

First Negro 

115U• S., Burea~ of the Census, Ninth Census. 1870, II, 384-86 

116 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, p. 203; 
Wisconsin, Census Report. 1855; U.S., Bureau of the Census, 
Eighth Census. 1860, I, 240; City Directory for 1849; City Dir­
ectory for 1851-52; Van S1yck, City Directory for 1854; Erving 
~~, City Directory for 1857; Starr and Son, City Directory 
for 1860; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1861; Milwaukee 
Daily Sentinel and Gazette, August 2, 1859, June 11, 1860. 

117 U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census. 1870, II, 384-86 

118 Ib o a 1 ., 

119 Ib o d l. " 

II, 343. 

Ill, 266. 

120U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 1850, p. 149; 
City Directory for 1851-52. 

121Green, Negroes in Milwaukee; Buck, Pioneer History, It 73 



122 

112. 

PADDOCK, George 
(1846-1858), Farmer, Seventh Ward 

Census Report lists five other members in the family 
but does not give their names. Served on the jury that 
freed the Glover reScuers in 1855. 

123pAGET, Wi11iam(M-d. 
(1865-1870) , 

1866), w. 
Hostler, 

Ann(M), c. Eliza(M) 
fourth Ward 

124 PA RKER, Samue1(M) 
(1870), Porter , 

Worked in the 
Fourth Ward 

Plankington House. 

125pARKER, William 
(1858), Whitewasher, fourth Ward 

126pARKS , Anthony (M) , 
(1868-1870) , 

w. Betsy 
Laborer, Fourth Ward 

127pERK I NS, Jo.eph(M) 

128 

129 

(1870), Domestic, fourth Ward 

PHILLIPS, Henry(N) 
(1847-1854), Ship's Carpenter, ' fifth Ward 

PHILLIPS, Jo •• ph(M) 
(1869-1870), Waiter, Seventh Ward 

122Wisconsin, Censue 
for 1848; City Directory 
ectory for 1857; Circuit 
B, 295, 302. 

Report . 1846; MacCabe, 
for 1851-52; Erving II 
Court, Criminal Docket 

City Director 
aI, City Dir-
Circuit Court, 

123Edwards, City Directory for 1665: Edwards!Li.2.!, City 
Directory for 18 66; Edwards, City Directory for 1667: U.S., 
Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, III, 222. 

124U• S., Bureau of the Census, Ni nth Census, 1670, II, 364 -8 

125Smith ~ al, City Directory for 1858. 

126U• S., Bureau of the Census, 
Thickens, City Directory for 1868; 
for 1870. 

127U•S., Bureau of the Censu9~ 

Ninth Census, 1870, II, 244; 
Thickens, City Di'rectory 

Ninth Census. 1870, II, 284. 

128MacCebe, City Directory for 1848; City Directory for 
1B49: Van Slyck, City Directory for 1854; Green, Negroes in 
Milwa ukee. 

129 ' U.S., Bureau of the Census, 
Thickens, City Directory for 1869j 
for 1870. 

Ninth Census, 1870, III, 314 
Thickens, City Directory 



113. 
130pLATT, H . A 8 ( ) enry •• M , w. Nancy(M), c. Henry A. L.(M-b. 1851), 

Benjamin(M-b . 1852), Charles(M-b. 1863: 
(1850-1870), Porter, Fifth Ward/Seventh Ward 

131p OTTS , 

132pR ATT, 

Served as Chairman of the meeting of Negroes held in 
1855 to petition the Legislature to place the question 
of Negro suffrage on a referendum. 

Samuel(N), w. Louisa(C), 
(lB48-1859), Whitewasher, 

(1867), Porter 

c. Charles(M-b. 1848) 
Fifth Ward 

133pRICE, Charles(N-d. 18 60), w. Eva(C), c. Anna(M-b. 18SS) 
Alexander(M-b. 1859) 

(1851-1870), Whitewasher, Fourth Ward 

134pRICE, Thomas(M) 
(1870), Waiter, Fourth Ward 

Worked in the Plankington House. 
--~.-------

130U• S ., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, p. 202; 
Wisconsin, Census Report. 1855; U.S., Bureau of the Census, 
Eighth Census. 1860, I, 19; U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth 
Census. 1870, III, 207; City Directory for 1851-52; Va n Slyck, 
City Directory for 1856; Erving et aI, City Directory for 1867i 
Smith ~~, City Directory for 1858; Town, City Directory fOl 
1859; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1860; Starr and Son, 
City Directorv for 1861; Bailey, City Directory for 1863; Ed­
wards ~~, City Directory for 1866; Edwards, City Directory 
for 1867; Th ickens, City Directory for 1868; Thickens, City 
Directory for 1869; Thickens, City Directory for 1870; Milwau· 
kee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, November 10, 1855. 

131 U.S ., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 1850, p. 17; 
City Directory for 1849; City Directory for 1851-52; Van Slyckl 
City Directory for 1854; Smith ~~, City Directory for 1858 . 

132 Edwards, City Directory for 1867. 

133Wisconsin, Census Report. 1855; U.S., Bureau of the 
Census, Eighth Census. 1860, II, 28; City Directory for 1851-
52; Va n Slyck, City Directory for 1854; ya~ Slyck, ~ 
Directory for 1856; Erving ~~, City Directory for 1857; 
Smith ~ aI, City Directory for 1858; ,Town, City Directory 
for 1859; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1860; Starr and 
Son, City Directory for 1861; Bailey, City Directory for 
~; Edwards ~~, City Directory for 1866; Edwards, City 
Direct ory for 1867; Thickens, City Directory for 186 9; Thic­
kens, City Directory for 1870. 

134U• S ., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census. 1870, II, 384-
86. 



114. 
135REED , Moses(M) 

136 

137 

138 

(1870) t Bellboy, Fourth Ward 
Worked in the Plankington House. 

REYNOLDS, George(M) 
(1870), Waiter, Fourth Ward 

Worked in the Plankington House. 

REYNOLDS, Henry(M) 
(1870), Domestic, Fifth 'Ward 

REYNOLDS, Michae1(N) 
(1857-1869), Whitewasher, Third Ward/Fourth Ward 

139RICHARDSON, E1ijah(M), w. E1iza( M), 
(1659-1870), Laborer/Nurse, 

c. John(M), 
Fourth Ward 

Edward(M-b. 18 ! 

140RICHAROSON, Richard(N) 
(1850-1655), Barber, First Wa rd 

l41RILE Y, William 

142
ROAN 

(1867), Janitor, Seventh Ward 
Served in the U. S . Colored Troops, 1864. 

, Ambrose(M) 
(1870), Waiter, 

Worked in the 

135 Ibid • 

136 Ibid , 

137 Ibid ., III, 265; 

fourth Ward 
Plan kington House. 

Thickens, City Directory for 1870. 

138U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, It 590; 
Erving ~ Al, City Directory for 1857; Smith ~ Al, City Dir­
ectory for 1858; Town, City Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, 
City Directory for 1860; Edwards, City Directory for 18 66; Ed­
wards, City Directory for 1867; Thickens, City Directory for 
1868; Thickens, City Directory for 1869. 

139U• S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 225; 
Town, City Directory for 1859; Sterr and Son, City Directorv · 
for l86Q; Bailey, City Directory for 1863; Edwards , at aI, Cit 
Directory for 1866; Edwards, City Directory for 1867; Thick e ns 
City Directory for 1868; Thickens, City Directory for 1869; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1870. 

140 U.S., Bureau of the Census , Seventh Census. 1850, p. 204; 
City Directory for 1851-52; Van Slyck, City Directory rfor 1854. 

141Edwards, , City Directory for 18 67; Adjutant General, Regj 
mental Descriptive Rolls, Series 37/1/29, Sec. 4 and 5, Box No. : 

142U• S., Bureau of the Cens us, Ninth Cen su s, 1870, II, 384-86 



115. 
143 ROBERT, Rebecc.(N) 

(1860) , Vagrant 
In the County Jail. 

144ROBI N50N , E11a(M), Ade na(M) 
(1870), , fourth WB rd 

Minors living in the house of Ezekiel Gill e spie. 

145ROLLER, Wi11iam(M) 
(1870), Waiter, 

Worked in the 
fourth Ward 

Plankington House. 
146 ROWN , Odan(M) 

148 

(1870), Waiter, 
Worked in the 

Thom •• (N) 
(1850), Waiter, 

SANDfORD, Thomas(N) 

Fourth Ward 
Plankington House. 

first Ward 

(1850), Waiter, first Ward 

149SANDfORT, John(N) 
(1870) , Sailor , Second Ward 

150SCOTT , George(M), w. Clara{M} 
(1867-1870), Janitor, fourth Ward 

1515COTT, SU8sanna( M) , c. Mortimer(M-b. 1850) 
(1850), -:....-- fourth Ward 

152 SENTfET, Thomas(N) 
(1860), Sailor, Sixth Ward 

14J U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, I, 87. 

144U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 2J5w ~ 

145 Ibid ., II, 384-86. 

146 Ibid • 

147U• S ., Bureau of the Census, Se ve nth Census, 1850, p. 202. 

148 Ibid ., p. 201. 

149 U.S . , Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, I, 462. 

lS0 Ibid ., II, 248; Thickens, City Directory for 1868; 
Thickens ; City Directory for 1870; Milwaukee Daily Sentinel 
and Gazette, March13, 1867, December 14, 1867. 

lSl U. S ., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 185D, p. 441. 

lS2 U• S ., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Cen.uBI 1860, II, 381. 
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SHELBY, James(N) 

(1870), Porter, Fifth Ward 

SHELTON, James B.( N) 
(1860-18 61), Wa iter, Second Ward 

Arre s t e d for the murder o f Dabne y Carney in 18 61, 
acquitted, escaped th e mob th a t l y nched Marshall Clark, 

155SMITH , A. (N) 
(1850), Cook , Third Ward 

156SMITH, Franklin( M), 
(1660-1661) , 

157SMITH , !saih(M) 

w. Emi1y( M) 
Sa loonclerk, Fourth Ward 

(1870), Waiter, 
Worked in t he 

Fourth Ward 
Plankington House. 

1S6SMITH, John(N), w. Martha( N) 
(1849-1854 7), Steam Engin eer, First Ward 

159SMITH, Martin {M ), w. Agnes(C), c. Albert( M-b . 1857), Martin 
( M-b . 1659) 

(1851-1870), Whitewash e r, Fourth . Ward 
Arre s ted far inciting to riot during the Glover rescue, 

acquitted. Ser ved in the U. S. Colored Troops, 1 864. 
Murdered in 1874 by relatives of his white wife during an 
argument ; 

15J U• S., Bure au of the Census, Ninth Census. 1870, II, 39 2 ; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1870. 

154 U• S., Bureau of the Census, 
Starr and Son, City Direct o ry for 
other references on Shelton. 

155U• S., Bureau of the Census, 

156 U.S . , Bureau of th e Census, 
Starr and Son, City Directory for 

Eighth Census. 1860, 
1861; See Chapter II 

I, 318; 
for 

Seventh Census. 1850, p. 142. 

Eighth Census. 1860, II, 37; 
1661. 

157U• S . , Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 384-86 , 

158U• S . , Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 1850, p. 162. 

159Wisconein, Census Report. 1855; U.S., Bureau of the Cen-
sus, Eighth Census, 1860, II, 122; City Directory for 1851-52; 
Van Slyck, City Directory for 1854; Van S1yc k , City Directory 
for 1856; Erving.!.i~, City Directory for 1857; Smith et aI, 
City Directory for 1858; Town, City Directory for 1859; -Starr 
and Son, City Directory for 1860; Starr and Son, City Direc­
tory for 1861; ~ Edwards, City Directory for 1861; Thickens, 
City Dir ectory for 1868j Thickens, City Directory for 1869; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1870; Adjutent General, Regimen­
tal Descriptive Rolls, Series 31/1/29, Sec. 4 and 5, Box No. 
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160SPE NCE, Van 

(1867), Lab or e r, Seventh Ward 

161SPENCER, Penice(N) 
(1860), Domestic. First Ward 

162STAUGHTON, Thomas(N) 
(1860-1861), Saloonkeeper, fifth Ward 

163 STEPHEN, Sarah(M) 
(1850). Domestic, fourth Ward 

164STEWART, Charles M.(N}, w. Eliza J.(N), 
(1860), Musician, Seventh Ward 

c. Mary J.( N) 

165 STOGDEN, Thomas(N) 
(1850), Laborer, fourth Ward 

166STRATHE, Emma( N) , c. Wil1iam(M) 
(1870), ------- Fourth Ward 

167STROTHERS , A1bert(M) 
(1870), Waiter, fourth Ward 

Worked in the Plankington House. 

168SYME5, George R.{N-d. 1858), 
(1848-1859) , Barber, 

w. Grac e{ M) 
First Ward 

59 j Milwaykee Dailv Sentinel and Gazette . May 16, 1854, April 
7, 1874, July 17, 1874, July 18, 1874j Circuit Co urt , Crimin-
al Docket, H, 295, D, ; History of Milwaykee, Wisconsin 
(Chica go: Western Historical Company, 1881), p. 331. 

1 60Edwards, City Directory f or 18 67; Adjutant General, Regi-
mental Descr iptive Rolls, Series 37/1/29, Sec. 4 and 5, Box No . 59 . 

161 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census. 1860, I, 25. 

162 Ibid " II, 254; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1861. 

163 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 18 50 , p. 448. 

164 U• S., Bureau of the Cen sus, 
Starr and Son, City Directory for 

Eighth 
1860. 

Census , 1860, I, 146; 

l65 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census. 1850, p. 448. 

166 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Ce ns us. 1870, ~I, 226. 

167 1bid ., 11, , 384-86. 

168 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Cen s us. 1850, p. 208; 
City Directory for 1851-52; Va n Slyck, City Directory for 1854; 
Van S1yck, City Directory for 1856; Erving ~ al, City Direc-
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169TATE , Levi(M), w. Mary(M), c. Tbe1lian(M-b. 186 9) 
(1868 -1870), Laborer , fourth Ward 

170 

171 

Served in 13th Battery, Wisconsin Vo lunteer Light 
Artillery. 

TAYLOR, Jesse(N), w. Joanna(N) 
(1850), Cook , Third Ward 

TAYL OR, Samuel( M) 
(lB70), Waiter, fourth Ward 

Worked in the Plankington Hous e . 

172THOMAS, C1ara(M) 
, (1870), Domestic, fifth Ward 

17JTHOMAS, Susan(N) 

174 

175 

(1870), Domestic, fifth Ward 

THO MPSON , Henry 
(1854-1855), Shoemaker, Third Ward 

Census Report lists two other membe rs in the family 
but does no t give their names. 

THOMPSO N, Margaretha(N), c. John(N), SGilty(N) 
(185B - 1860) , Washerwoman, Second \Ya rd 

Arrested for running a house of ill repute. 

176THORNH ILL, Mary(M) 
(1870), No Occupation, fourth Ward 

tory for 1857; Smith et 
City Directory for 1859; 
December B, lB4B. 

~, City Directory for 1858; 
Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and 

Town, 
Gazette, 

1 69U.S ., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 26B; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1869; Milwaukee Daily Sent i nel an 
Gazette , January 24, 1868; Adjutant General's Office, Rooster 
Wisconsin Vo l untee rs, War of the Rebellion, 1861-1865 (2 vo ls.; 
Mad ison, Wisconsin: Democrat Printing Company, 1866), 1 • • 252. 
Green, Neg roes in Milwaukee. 

170U•S . , Bureau of the Census, Seventh Cens us E 1850, p . 1JO 

171U• S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census E 1870, I I , J84-8 

172 Ibid. , I I I , 244. 

17J lbid • , I I I , J1 2. 

174Wisconsin, Ce nsus Ae portE 1855; Van Slyck, Eity Direc­
tory for 1854. 

17 5U• 5 ., B~reau of the Census, Eighth Census E 1860, I, 326 ; 
Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, March 23, 1858, May 22, 18 

176 U• S ., Burea u of the Census, Ninth Ce nsus. 1870, II , 244. 



177 TITEALL, Aobert(N), w. Adelie(M), c. Alfred(N-b. 1842), Walter 
(N-b. 1644), Frances(N-b. 7 - d. 1649) 

(1840-1859), Barber . Third Ward 
first Negro married in Milwaukee. first Negroes di­

vorced in Milwaukee . first Negro child born in Milwa u­
kee . first Negro to die in Milwaukee. Was involved in 
the Caroline Quarles Affair. 

176TOLLEVER, E. 
(1656), Cook 

179 TOR REY, Abraham(N) , 
(1654-1669), 

160 TRIMEALL, H.F.(M), 
(1858-1861), 

w. Cainegonda(C) 
Cooper, Sixth Ward 

w. Elizaheth(M) 
Whitewasher, fourth Wa rd 

181 UNDERWOOD, Charles(N) 
(1870), Hostler, fourth Ward 

182VALENTINE, John 
(1867), Cook 

177Wiscansin, Census Report, 1846; Wisconsin, Census Re ­
port. 1847; U.S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Ce nsus, 1850, 
p . 14B; MacCab e, City Directory for IB4Bj City Directory for 
1849j City Directory for 1651-52; Milwaukee Daily Sentinel and 
Gazette, October 5, 1842, February 15, 1849; Circuit Court, 
Document No. 156, E uit , Adelle Titball VS. Robert Titbal1, in 

e 0 ect~onB 0 t e ~ wau e e ounty ~6tor~ca oc~ety. Mil ­
waukee ., Wisconsin. For other references to Titball see the Cir­
cuit Court Indices for 1848-1850 and Chapters I and II. 

178Smith ~!l, City Directory for 1858. 

179Wisconsin, Ce nsu s Report . 1855 ; U.S., Bureau of the 
Census, Eighth Census. 1860, II, 381; Van Slyck, City Dir­
ectory for 1854; Van Slyck, City Directory for 1856; Erving 
~!l, Citt Directory for 1857; Smith ~!l, City Directory 
for 1858; own, Cit~ Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, 
Cit~ Directory for 18 0; Starr and Son, Cit y Directory for 
~; Edwards, City Directory for 1867; Thickens, City Dir­
ectory for 1868; Thickens, City Directory for 1869. 

180 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, II, 43; 
Smith s1 A!. City Directory for 1858; Town, City Directory 
for 1859; Starr and Son, City Directory for 1860; Starr and 
Son, Cit y Directory for 1861. 

181U.S., Bur~au of the Census. Nint h Cens us. 1870, II, 209 . 

182Edwards, City Directorv for 1867. 
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183VANCE, John(N) 

(1859-1861), Grocer, Third Ward 

IB4VI NCENT, Lcwis(M), w. Augusety(M), c. Louisa(M), Minnie(M-b. 
1867), Capitola(M-b. 1868), Gra ce(M-b. 187 

(1867-1870), Sailor, Third Ward 

IB5VIRGINIA, William C. 
(1857-1858), Barber, fourth Ward 

186wARD , Henry(M) 

188 

189 

(1860). Cook, Third Ward 

Charlcs(N), w. Lucinda(N) 
(1850-1852), Sailor, First Ward 

WASHINGTON, frank(M ) , w. Priscilla( M) , c. Julic(M) 
(1870), Porter, Fourth Ward 

WATSON, Sully(N-d. 18 62 ), w. Sussanna(M), c. William T.( M) , 
Solomon( M), Mortimer(M-b. 18 50) 

(1850-1870) , Mason, Fourth Ward 

183U• S ., Bureau of the Cen s u s , Eighth Census, 1860, I, 530; 
Starr and Son, City Directory for 1860; Starr and Son, City 
Directory for 1861; Milwaukee Deily Sentinel and Gazette, Aug­
ust 17, 1859. 

184U• S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census, 1870, II, 142; 
Edwards, City Directory for 1867; Thickens, City Directory for 
1868; Thickens, City Directory for 1869; Thickens, City Dir­
ectory for 1 870 . 

185Erving !!~, Cit y Directory for 1857; Smith et 2l., 
City Directory for 18 5B . 

186U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, I, 587. 

1 8 7U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, p. 171; 
City Directory for 18 51-52. 

188 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Cen s us, 1870, II, 248; 
Thickens, City Directory for 1870. 

189u•5 ., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, p. 441; 
Wisconsin, Census Report, 1855; U.S., Bureau of the Census, 
Eighth Census, 1860, II, 52; U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth 
Census, 1870 , II, 229; City Directory for 1851-52; Van Slyck, 
City Directory for 1854; Van Slyck, City Directory for 1856; 
Erving ~ aI, City Directory for 1857; Smith!.!~, Cit V Dir­
ectory for 1858}~ Town, City Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, 
City Direc~ory for 1860j Starr and Son, City Directory for 1B61 
Bailey, City Directory for 1863; Edwards, City Directory for 
J&§l; Thic ke ns, City Directory for 1868j Thickens, City Dir-
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190WATSON, William T.( M) , w. ~ulia(M), c. John(M-b. 1856), Mary 
Ann( M-b. 1858). Nel lie G.( M- b . 1859), 
William(M-b. 1863), George(M-b. 1869) 

(1850-1870), Mason , Fourth Ward 

191 WEAVER, Margaret(N) 
(1860), Domestic, Fourth Ward 

192WELLS, Joseph(N-d. 1853 ) , w. 
(1848-1853), Barber, 

Sarah J.( M) 
first Ward 

193WILEY, William(N) 
(1870), Laborer, Fourth Ward 

194WILKESON, Charles(M), w. Emma J.{M) 
(1860), Barber , Fourth Ward 

195WILLI AM5, John 8.(N) 

196 

(1857-1858), Barber, Fourth Ward 

WILSON, Alexander(N), w. Maria(N), c. Sarah(N), Charles(N) 
(1850), Waiter, first Ward 

ectory for 1869; Milwaukee Dailv Sentinel and Gazet te, J une 
27, 1862. 

190 U.S., Bureau of the Cens us, Seventh Census , 1850, p. 441j 
Wisconsin, Census Report . 1855; U. S., Bureau of the Census, 
Eighth Census , 1860, II, 52; U.S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth 
Ce nsus, 1870, II, 229; City Directory for 1851-52; Erving et a J 
City Directory for 1857; Smith ~~, City Directory for 1858i 
Town, City Directory for 1859; Starr and Son, City Directory 
for 1860; 5tarr a nd 50n, City Directory for 1861; Bailey, fij 
Directory for 1863; Edwards, City Direct ory for 1865; Edwards 
!! aI, City Directory for 1866; Edwards, Cit y Directory for 
1867; Thickens, City Directory for 1868; Thick ens, City Dir­
ectory for 1869; Thic kens , City Directorv for 1870. 

191U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census, 1860, II, 54. 

192 U.S . , Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1850, p. 195: 
City Directory for 1849; Citv Directorv for 1851-52; Milwaukee 
Daily Sentinel and Gazette , April . 26, 1853. 

193U• S., Bureau of the Censu s, Ninth Census, 1670, II, 341; 
Thic kens, City Directory for 1870. 

194 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Eighth Ce ns us, 1860 , II, 47. 

195Erving et aI, City Directorv for 1857: Smith et aI, 
City Directory for 1858 . 

196 U• S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census , 1850, p. 193; 
Mi lwaukee Daily Sentinel and Gazette, October 11, 18 50 . 



197~ILSON, Charl •• (N), w. 
(1850), Waiter, 

19BWILSON , Jam_s(N) 
(1850), Barber 

Joanna(M) 
first Wa rd 

In the County Jail for Burglary . 

199WINTREY , William(N), w. Sarah(M) 

200 

(leSO), No Occupation, Se cond Ward 

WOODSON , Georg_(M) 
(1870). Bellboy, Fourth Ward 

Worked in the Plankington House. 

122. 

197 
U.S., Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census, 1 850, p. 193. 

19B 1bid ., p. 2S3 . 

199 Ibid ., p. 312. 

200 U. S., Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census , 1870, 11,384-8 

, 



( 
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The following three appendices list the findings of a 

survey of the Fed e ral Census for the years 1850, 1860, and 

1870 which was made to determine who the members of Milwau-

kee 's Negro community were. The ma nuscript copies of the 

Seventh(lB50), Eighth(lB60), and Ninth(lB70) Census, which 

are loc ated in t he Collections of the State Historical Soc­

iety of Wisconsin at Mad ison, Wisconsin, were the sources 

used for this survey. 

The listings give the following information as it was 

recorded in the manuscript copy: 1) the page number of the 

entry in the census rolls, 2) the names of individuals(al­

ways beginning with the head of the family after which are 

list ed, in order, wife, children, a nd then others living in 

that particular household, J) the age of the individual at 

the time of th e census tak ing, 4) sex, 5) race(here the 

census taker make s thre e distinctions with which the survey 

was concerned: Negro, signified on the listing by an "N", 

Mulatto, signified by an "M", and Caucasian, s ignified by 

a "~en), 6) the state or country of the individual's bi rth, 

7) whether the individual was illiterate, signified by an 

"I", or attending school, signified by an "5", 8) the value 

of any real estate a nd personal property owned by the indivi­

dual, 9) occup a tion. In a number of instances where a Negro 

was living in the home of a Caucasian, that fact is s ignified 

after the information by the phrase "in the household of ••• ". 

A careful comparison of the various listings will show 

a number of minor inconsistencies such as spell in g of names, 
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differences in ages, o r rep etions of listings . However, 

to be fully ac cu rate it was f elt necessary to reproduce th e 

listings exactly as t h ey were written in the manuscr i pt cop ­

ies by the census takers , inaccuracies and incons i stencies 

notwithstanding . Only in a couple of instances do these 

inconsistencies r aise any probl e ms or questions and i f the 

reader will check the corresponding entry in the Biographi­

cal Directory h e will soo n b e able to clear up any doubtful 

issues . 
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17 .POTTS, Samuel f. 58 M N Pa. 400 Whitewasher 
Louisa 43 F C Ger. 
Chrales S. 2 M M Wis. 

113.BOLA NO , John 25 M N Va. I Cook 
Elizab eth 34 F N Tenn I 

LENNOX , Eliz a 25 F C N. Y. 

130.GARDNER , Jo hn 25 M N Ohio Barber 
Ann 30 F N Va . 
Mary 7 F N Ohio 

TAYLOR, Jesse 22 M N N. Y • Cook 
Joanna 19 F N Mass 

142.SMlTH, A. 27 M N Pa . I Cook 

148. TlTBALL, Robert 40 M N My . I Barber 
Adelle 32 F M Po. 
Alfred B M N Wis. S 
Walter 6 M N Wis, S 

EVANS, He ster unk F N My . 
HUDDERT, Susannah 17 F C Eng. 

149.0FFER, John H. 22 M N My . Barber 

161. GRAY , Jared 39 M N My. Barber 
162. Elizab et h 35 F N D.C . 

Euritla 20 F N Pa. 
Jane 18 F N Pa. 
Elizabeth 16 F N N. Y. 
Maria 11 F N N.Y. S 
Augusta 13 F N N.Y. 
Jared 7 M N N.Y. S 
Gordon 5 M N N.Y . 

BARN ES , Fanney 49 F N N. Y. 
COOKS, Henry 24 M N Va . I Barber 
BELLOWS, John 24 M N Mo. I Barber 

162 .SMlTH, John 24 M N S. C. I 150 Steam Engineer 
Martha 23 F N Va . I 

169.JACKSON , Daniel 36 M N Ky . 25 0 Whitewasher 
Rachel 24 F N Ca n. 
Mary E. 3 F N N.Y. 
frances 1 F N N. Y. 
Alexander 4 M N Can . 

I7l.WARE , Charles 25 M N Va. I 400 Sailor 
lucinda 26 F N Va. I 
in the househ old of Ros in a Philips, Housekeeper 

, 

IBB.BRU WN , T. J. 30 M N Va. Barber 
Margaret 30 F N Vo. I 

OTTENBERG , Charles 15 M C Ger. S Barber 
CONRAD , Louisa 17 F N Po. S 
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H3.WILSON , Alexander 28 M N Can. Waiter 
Maria 26 F N Pa. I 
Sar ah 2 F N Mich 
Charles 6/ 12 M N Mich 

WILSON, Charles 25 M N Can . Waiter 
Joanna 16 F N Ind. I 

195 . BROWN, William 29 M N Tenn Cook 
Ann 29 F C Eng. 

LENNOX, Eliza 25 F C N.Y . 

WELLS, Joseph 25 M N Ohio I 1000 Barber 
Sarah J . 21 F M Can. 

201 . LOX, John 31 M N Pa. Cook 
202.SANDFORD , Th omas 23 M N Ky. Wait e r 

HARR I S, Samue l 30 M N unk Waiter 
HOPKINS , David 25 M N unk Waiter 
BAILEY, Augustus 23 M N Conn Cloth e s Cleaner 
RUE, Thomas 30 M N unk Waiter 

in the household of H. D. Garrison, Tavernkeeper 

202.PLATT , Henry 23 M M N.Y . 1000 Cleaner 
Nancy 23 F M Pa . 

203.MYERS , Jonathan J . 33 M N Pa. 300 Grocer 

204.RICHARDSON, Richard W. 22 M N My. Barber 

FAIR , Minerva 32 F M Tenn No Occupation 

20B . SYMES, George R. 30 M N N.Y. Barber 
Geuet(11 26 F M N. Yo 

249 . DELONG, C~roline M. 11 F N Wis. 
in the household of John B. Dousman, Physician 

253.WILSON , James 30 M N Ky. Barber 
DEVOE, Lemuel 23 M M Lou . I Barber 

in the Milwaukee Count y Jai l 

301 . LOKS, Mary 35 F N N. Y. 
in the househ o ld of James B. Martin, Landowner 

301. MINER, Pat trick 22 M M Lou . Laborer 
in the house hold of Robert E. Gil let 

312 . WINTREY, William 48 M N Ky. No Occopation 
Sarah 35 F M Mich 

369.EPPS, 
, 

Jesse 37 M N N. Y • Grocer 
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411.JACKSON, Orange 36 M N Va. I Laborer 

Mary 45 F M Va . 
Mary Ann 3 F M Wi s . 

PRICE, Charles 40 M N V •• Laborer 

441.WATSO N, Sully 70 M N V • • Whitewasher 
Sussanna 51 F M Va . 
William Thomas 22 M M V • • Laborer 
Solomon 11 M M Oh io 5 

SCOTT , Suss an n a 23 F M Va . 
Mortimer 3/12 M M Wis. 

441. ANDERSON , William H. 33 M M Ohio Barbe r 
Ann 33 F M V •• 
Emily E. 13 F M Ohio 5 

44B .JOHNSON , Rob e rt 40 M N Ky. I Laborer 
Hannah 29 F N Va . I 

STEPHEN , Sarah E. l B F M N.Y . 
STOGDEN , Thomas 25 M N unk I Laborer 

in the household of Martin McGraith, Carpenter 

455 . BENJAMIN , Lyman 35 M N Va . Co ok 
in the hotel of Philander Kane, Innkeeper 

456 . CLARK , George H. 35 M M Pa . Barb er 
Mary A. 21 F C Mo. 

JOHNSON , Lewis 33 M M N.Y. Barb er 
Catherine 14 F C Ger. 

LACHAPPELL, Lewis 19 M N Mo. S 

460.HA RLl NG , William 36 M N Ohio 600 Whitewash er 
Emily 20 F M N. Y. I 
William 1 M M Wi s . 

BERGET, Joseph 27 M M Ala . Mas on 

469.LOT, Mary 10 F N S.C. 
in the household of Alexand e r Johnston, Baker 

476.BE NJ AM I N, Lyman 35 M M Con n I 1000 No Occ upat i on 
Ma ry Ann 34 F M Va. I 

BLOOM, Mary l B F C Ger. I 

, 
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19.PLATT , Henry A. B. 34 M M N. Y. 2200 Porter 
Na nc y E. J2 F M Pa. 
Henry A. L. 9 M M Wis. S 
Be njaDin M. B M M Wis. S 
Ame lia 19 F M N.Y. S 

2s . SP ENCER, Pen ic e 60 M N N. Y. I Servant 
in the household of Levi Hubbett 

41. HOOD, Ann 35 F M Va. Servant 
in the boarding house of Hannah M. McPher son 

s7.GILLESPIE , Ezeike l 41 M M Tenn 2200 Porter 
sB . Sophia Jl F M N. C. 

Mary 13 F M I nd. 5 
Samantha 10 F M Ind . S 
Emma 7 F M Wis . 5 
Alice 5 F M Wis . 
William 2 M M Wis. 

ELLiS, Robert Jl M M Lou . 100 Barb er 
Sarah J . 21 F C Pa. 
Id a 5 F M Wis. 

SCHNELL , Mary 17 F C Ger . Servant 

64 . GOINES, James 36 M M Va. BOO Barb er 
Mary 26 F M Va. 
I da 6 F M Ohio 
Susan 17 F M Pa . 

DRAIKNT , Bertha 16 F C Prussia Servant 

B6.MOSELY, John 56 M N Lou . Farmer 
B7.ROBERT, Reb ecca 19 F N Mass Vagrant 

i n the Milwa ukee County Jail 

120 . 0UNCAN , Richard 33 M M Mie h Barb e r 
Louisa 17 F C Main e 
Willie 1 M M Wis. 

120 .DAY, George W. 43 M N Ohio 3BOO Barb e r 
Nancy 24 F N Va ; 
Sarah 3 F N Wis. 

14 6 . STEWART, Charles M. 37 M N N. Y. 1100 Musician 
Eliza J . 38 F N Ohio 1200 
Mary J. 14 F N Can . 

BROWN , Caroline 21 F N N. Y. Seamstres s 

240 . MYERS , Jon at han J. 40 M N Po. smso 
Elizabeth J2 F N Ill. 
Benjamin 14 M N Ind. S 
Anna M. 12 F N Ill. S 
Frederick D. 10 M N Wis . S 

HB. SHELT ON , James B. 2B M N Va . SO Wa iter 
CLARK , G. M. 22 M N Pa. Barber 
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326.EADGER, Ne l son 38 M M N. C. 300 Dentist 
Elizabeth 31 F M Va . 
Mary Jane 11 F M Geo . 5 
Sarah 11 F M Gee . 5 
Ella 9/12 F M Wi s. 

326.FRANKLIN, Wil liam 22 M N Ala. I 25 Teamster 
He nrietta 17 F N Minn I 

MANS, Frankl i n 2 M N Wi s. 
THOMPSON, Margaretha 36 F N V •• I 

John 6 M N Wis. 
Scility 1 F N Wis. 

327 . JEFFERSON , Wi l liam 25 M N My. .: 50 Whit e:washer 

409 . BOOKER , David 40 M N Ind . SO Whitewash e r 
Scynthia 31 F N Ill. 
Juliane 5 F N Wis. 

413 . LOYD, Thomas 15 M N N.Y . Waiter 
in the household of E. C. Fitzhugh 

511 . HA LE, Alice 35 F N Ohio Seamstress 
Julia 3 F N Ohio 
Alice 5/12 F N Mich 

SlS . BROWN, John T. 40 M N Can. IS00 Whitew asher 
Sarah A. 42 F C Eng. Washerwoma n 

WALKER, Thomas 7 M C Ohio 

530 . VANCE, John 40 M N Va. 50 Grocer 

587 . WARD , Henry 21 M M My. I Cook 
in the household of Henry MeHiele 

590 . REYNOLOS, Michael 36 M N Va. Whitewasher 
i n the hous e hold of Herman Berger 

590 . HARB5T, Wil liam 32 M N Ohio Whitewasher 
in the household of William Harbst 

593.BROWN, Thomas 40 M N Ky. Cook 

28 .PRI CE, Eva 28 F C Ger . 150 Washerwoman 
Anna 5 f M Wis . 
Al exand e r 1 M M Wis. 

32.CLARK, G ~ org e H. 44 M M Pa . 500 Barber 
Antoinette 32 f M Mo . 
Euginc L. , 6/12 M M Wis. 
Georg e "H. jr. 19 M M Mo . Journ e y Barb er 
Marshall 22 M M Pa. Journey Barber 

'- SEH, Anna 16 f C Switz. 
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3J. HARLI NG, Emily 39 F M N.Y. I 150 Seamstress 
William 11 M M Wis. 
Ben jamin 4 M M Wi s. 
Edward 1 M M Wis. 

37.B AKER , Ma r garet 34 F M N. Y. (wife of Frederick C. ) 
SMITH, Franklin 18 M M N. Y. 30 Saloon Clerk 

Emily 24 F M N. Y. Domestic 

40.H ARD I STER, Benjamin 25 M N Ohio 25 Whitewash er 

43.TRIMBALL, H. F . 29 M M Ky . 2150 Wh itewasher 
Elizab eth 28 F M Ky. Milliner 

47.ANDERS ON , Ann G. 42 F M Va, 3400 Wash ing 
Emily E. 20 F M Ohio 

47. WIL KESON, Charl es 23 M M Tenn Ba r ber 
Emma J. 20 F M Va . 

52.WATSON, 5ully 85 M M Va . I 5400 Journey Ma son 
Su s sana 63 F M Va. 
Mardones M. 10 M M Wis. S 

BURNS, Joseph 37 M M Oh io Cook 
SU9sana 32 F M Va . Washing 

52. WATSON , Wil l iam T. 30 M M Va. 1200 Brick Mason 
Julia A. 25 F M N.C. 
John J. C. 4 M M Wis. 
Ma r y Ann 2 F M Wis. 
Nell ie G. 1 F M Wis. 

54.WEAVER, Marger et 28 F N Te x . Dom e s tic 
in the household of Roya l D. Jennings 

92 . MI X, Florentine 18 F M Va . I 50 Laundress 
Julia A. 13 F M Va. 
Cynthia 9 F M Va . 
Fannie 4 F M Wis. 

122 . SMIT H, Martin 48 M M Va. I 600 Whitewa sher 
Agnes 36 F C Ger. 
Albert 3 M M Wis. 
Mart in 1 M M Wis. 

DIEF ENBACH, Catherine 73 F C Ger. I 

254 . STAUGH TON, Thomas 32 M N Mich 300 Sa loon Clerk 

381. TORREY, Abraham 30 M N Tenn 500 Cooper 
Cai neg on da 39 F C Bavari a , 

SE NTFET, Thomas 36 M N Mo. 300 Sailor 

4B5.HOLSTEI N, Joseph R. 32 M N Can . 25 Sailor 
Henrietta 2B F N unk 
Emmeli J . 3 F N N.Y . 
Joseph 3/12 M N Wis . 
Richard 14 M M un k 
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421. JACKSON, Charlotte 6 F N unk 

in the Protestant Orphan Home 

462.SANDFOR T, John 47 M N Ky . 900 Sailor 

53B . BOOKER, David 57 M N S.C. I Whitewasher 
Cinthill 34 F N Del. 
Julie 15 F N Wis. 
Charles 4 M N Wis . 
Mary 1 F N Wis. 

121.FRIKE, Henry 55 M N Va. Cook 

142. VINCE NT, Lewis 30 M N Can . 100 Sailor 
Augusity 25 F M Wis . 
Louisa 7 F M Wis. S 
Mi nnie 3 F M Wis. 
Capitola 2 F M Wis . 
Grace 1/12 F M Wis. 

145 . MANN, Lucietia 15 F N Miss Domestic 
in the hou sehold of John Boraur 

209.UNDERWOOD, Charles 25 M N Ala. Hostler 

217.BLAND, George 40 M M Va . I Servant 
Nancy 35 F M Miss 
Elizabeth 6 F M Miss 
Thomas 5 M M Tenn 
Lanrinda 1 F M Conn 

DAN IS, Mary 16 F C Conn Ser va nt 

21B.HUGHES , Matilda 37 F N Ky . I 
Lydia 6 F N Ala. 
Mattie 3 F N Can. 
Charlott 3 F N Can. 

NARBOT, Ellen 69 F N Ky. I 
DANDESD, Mary 22 F N Ky. I Seamstress 

Robert 11 M N Miss 
Alfred B M N Tenn 

FARLESS, Dolly 46 F N Ky. I 
Rochall 13 F N Ten" 
Mary 2 F N Can . 

225.RICHARDSON, Elijah S6 M M Ky . I Laborer 
Eliza S4 F M Geo . I 
John 23 M M Wis. r 
Edward 11 M M Wis. S 

JOHNSON, James 41 M N D.C. r Lab orer 
Mary 50 F N Mo. I 

STRATHE, Emma 20 F N Mo. 
William 2 M M Mich 
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229.WATSON, (unreadable) BS F N Va. 
Mortier 20 M N Wis. Brick Mason 

229.WATSON, William 42 M N Va . 2000 Brick Mason 
Julie 33 F M N.C . 
Mary 12 F M Wis. S 
Nelly 10 F M Wis. S 
William 9 M M Wis. S 
Charles 7 M M Wis. S 
George 1 M M Wis . 

23S . DANGE RFIELD, Horace 56 M M Ky. I Laborer 
fenien 23 F M Mo. 
fr anc is 3 M M Wis. 
Horace 4/12 M M Wis. 

235.GILLESPIE, Ezekiel S2 M M Tenn Porter 
Catherine 34 F M Ohio 
Emma 17 F M Wis. 
Alice 14 F M Wis. 
William 12 M M Wis. 
Ida 3 F M Wis. 
Oley 1 M M Wis. 

ROBINSON, Ella 13 F M Ohio 
Adena 11 F M Ohio 

244.PARKS, Antony SO M M Geo. I Lab orer 
Betsey 23 F M Tenn I 

THORNHILL , Mary 20 F M Miss 

244. LUSEBLE, Theodore 27 M M Miss Laborer 
Mary 22 F M Tenn 

24B . SC OTT, George 25 M M Va. I Janitor 
Clara 21 F M Del. I 

24B.THUSS, Alonzo 30 M M Conn Laborer 
Anna 2B F C Tenn 

24B . WASH INGTON, Frank 24 M M Lou. Porter 
Pruscilla 23 F M Pa. 
Julie 6/12 F M Ill. 

BLANEY, Rebecca 67 F M Del. I 

256.ANDERSON, Ann 59 F M Va. 4000 Washing 
ADAMS, George 2B M M Wis. Porter 

Emily 26 F M Ohio 
Anna 2 F M Wis. 

259.COLEMAN, Emily 42 F M N.Y. I 
Benjamin , 15 M M Wis. 
Emma 3 F M Wis. 
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262.LUCAS, Antony 31 M M Va . Barber 
"- Mary 28 f M Geo. 

Frena 3 f M Neb . 
William 3/12 M M Wis. 

263 . f RENC H, Al len 29 M M Ind . Porter 
Lucy 25 f M Ohio 
Coso 3 f M Wis. 
Florence 4/12 f M Wis. 

LEWIS , Mary 29 f M Ind. Seamstres s 

266.TATE, Levi 27 M M Tenn I Labore r 
Mary 18 f M Ohio 
Tbellian 1 M M Wis . 

COLLINS . Mary 16 f C Wis. Servant 

274.LINCOLN, Danie l 30 M 11 Va. I Ho s tler 
Maria 36 f M Ohio Washing 

274 .JOHNSON , _ -Mary 36 f M Can . 
William 13 M M Can. 

284 .G REEN, John 21 M N Ark . 
PE RK INS, Joseph 21 M M Tenn 

servants in the household of Moses Hanson , Doctor 

292.BODMAN, John 29 M M Ohio RR Conductor 
Leonard 27 f M Ohio 

KENNEDY, Ellen 70 f M Va . I 

295 . BENJAMIN , Lyman 49 M M Conn I Cook 
Mary 50 f M Va . 

307.BASSIL, James 25 M M V.a. Cigarmake r 
Mary 23 f M Tenn 

341.WILEY, William 26 M N N.C . Laborer 
in the household of Samuel Hooker 

343.NEW, Ada 22 f N Tex. Servant 
in the household of Jacob Platoe, Lawyer 

384.HUGHES, Luci us 39 M M Va. Porter 
38S.CLARK, Archibald 18 M M S.C. Bellboy 
386.BL AND , Charles 13 M M Va. Bellboy 

CASS I NGHAN, Frank 17 M M Ark. Bellboy 
WOODSUN, George 19 M M Tenn. Bellboy 
REED , Moses 20 M M Tenn. Bellboy 
PARKER, Samuel 17 M M Ky . Porter -
BR OWN, Mace 30 M M V •. Waiter 
BLAND, Henry , 31 M M Va . Waiter 
ROAN, Odan 25 M M Va. Waiter 
BEVERLY, Johnathan 26 M M Va. Waiter 
SMITH, Isaih 30 M M Va. Waiter 
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TAYLOR, Samuel 21 M M 11y. ~Jai ter 
CHANDLER, Jordan 27 M M Tenn Waiter 
ROAN, Ambrose 22 M M Miss Waiter 
fULLER, George 23 M M Miss Waiter 
STROTHERS, Albert 27 M M Miss Waiter 
MASON, Charles 30 M M Miss Waiter 
PRICE , Thomas 24 M M N.Y. Waiter 
CARRIERY, Charles 27 M M N.Y. Waiter 
fLETCHER, Thomas 24 M M N.Y . Waiter 
ROLLER, William 24 M M Mass Waiter 
NELLER, John 23 M M Pa. Waiter 
JOHNS ON, Thomas 26 M M Can. "'/ai tar 
REYNOLDS , George 2S M M Geo . Waiter 
HILL, John 27 M M My . liJai ter 

392.SHELBY , James 33 M N Pa. 1400 Porter 

393.BENJAMIN, Lyman SO M N Conn . Cook 

207.PLATT, Henry A. 43 M M N. Y. 4000 Domestic 
Nancy 42 f 11 Pa . 
Benjamin 17 M M Wis . S 
Henry 19 M M Wis . 
Charles 7 M M Wis . S 

222.PADGET, Ann 50 f M Va . Domestic 
Eliza 9 f M Wis. 5 
in the household of Anson Alle n 

244.THOMAS, Clara 17 f M Wis. Domestic 
in the household of (unreadable) Hi cks 

265.REY NO LDS , Henry 21 M M Ohio Domestic 
in the hou s ehold of Charles Spangenberg 

266 . NOBLES, Rufus 37 M M Miss Steward 
Mary 30 f M Ohio 
Nellie 10 f M N. Y • S 

ESIPEN, Maggie 14 f M N. Y • Domp. s tic 

312.THOMAS, Susan 16 f N Miss Domestic 
in the household of Samuel Brightman 

GOINES, Mary 3S f M Va . 2000 Hainworker 
I da 16 f M Ohio S 
Veary 9 f M Wis. S 

GRANT , Ellen 21 f M Pa . Hainworker 

314 . CARROLL, Walter 22 M M Wis . Domestic 
in the hou s ehold of Charles Roth 

314 . PHILLlPS, Josep h 19 M M Wis. Domestic 
CLA RK, Areha 18 M N Wis . Domestic 

in the hotel operated b y Lyman Thompson 
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This listing of Neg roeB who served in the Union army 

during the Civil War i s taken from two basic manuscript 

sources. Bo th of these sources are located in the Wisco nsin 

State Archives at the Stat e Historical Society in Madis on. 

The first source is the Adjutant General's Office. Records 

of Volunteer Regiments. U.S. Co lored Troops. Co. F. 29th and 

Unassigne d Colored Troops, Mus ter Rolls . Series 37/4/1, Boxes 

1 68 and 169. Archives Division. State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. The other source is the Ad-

jutant General's Office. Regim e ntal Descriptive Rolls. 1861-

1865 . Unassigned and Miscell a neous. Series 37/1/29, Sections 

4 and 5, Box No . 59. Ar chives Divisio~. State Historical 

Society of Wisconsin, Madison , Wisconsin. 

The Negro troops connected with Milwaukee fall into f our 

different groupings. first are those who enlisted prior to 

April I, 1864 when organized recruiting of Ne g roes began . 

Six catagories of information are given for these: 1 ) Name of 

enlistee, 2) Date of enlistment, 3) City of Milwauke e ward 

to which enlistee was credited, 4) Place of enlistment, 5) 

Unit to which enlistee was assigned, 6) Rank of enlistee if 

other than Private. Th e second group cons ists of those who 

enlisted in Company F, 29th U.S. Colored Infantry between 

April 1 and July 8, 1864. The catagories of information on 

these enlistees is the same as for the first group . 

The next group in g of Negroes a r e those who joined the 

army after July ~ 21, 1864 when Negroes could be used as substi-

tutes for whites. The information given on the se enlistees 



consists of: 1) Name of enlistee, 

136. 

2) Da te of enlistment, 

J) Ward to which enlistee was c r edited, 4) Place of enlist-

ment, 5) Whether enlistee was a substitute or not, 6) Unit 

to which enlistee was assigned(when known). The final group 

of Ne groe s are those who enlisted in Milwauk~e but were cred­

ited to another city or town. The catagories of information 

on this g roup are: 1) Nam e of enlistee , 2) Date of enlis t-

ment, J) Whether enlistee was a substitut e or not, 4) City 

or town to which e nli 9te~ was credited . Whenever other in-

formation about a particular individual was found, it was placed 

in a footnote at the bottom of the page. 

, 



ENLISTMENTS PRIOR TO APR IL 1, 18 64: 

Allen, Jefferson# 

Allen, Judson 

Brown, Felix 

Carter, Jonathan 

Dodden, Robe r t 
• Leeper, Ru fus 

8th Gallatine Co, III F, 29th 

8th Gallat ine Co, III F, 29th 

5th Quinc y , Illinois F, 29th 

3rd Mad ison , Wise f. 29 th 

8 th Quincy , I llinois f, 29th 

8th Gallatine Co, III f, 29th 

5th Alton, Illinoi s f, 29 th 

5th Cottonville f, 2 9th 

1 37 . 

Morris, Ga rrett 

Price, Benjamin@ 

Taburn, Edward 

11 Feb 

11 Feb 

21 Dec 

25 Mar 

. 1 Nov 

11 Feb 

15 Mar 

14 Mar 

11 Feb 8th Gallatine Co, III F, 29 th Cpl. 

ENL IST MENTS I N Co. F, 29th USCI, APRIL l-- J UL Y 8, lB 64 : 

Casey , Rich ard 

Christian, John 

Cooley , Turn er D. 

Edwards , Aaron' 

field, Henry" 

fielding, Jacob 

fo ggey , An tne y 

Fo ggey , William 

furman, Jacob 

Griffic, Levi" 

Griffith, Matthew 

Gr iffith, William~ 
Hall, Wi l liam H. 

Hammons, Martin 

Hammons, Robert 

Harris, John 

25 June 

16 June 

21 May 

27 June 

5th 

Mil 

Mil 

5th 

8th 

5th 

5th 

5th 

5th 

8th 

5th 

5th 

3rd 

Sth 

5th 

Quincy , Illinois F, 29th 

8 July 

16 June 

2 June 

2 June 

13 June 

B July 

2 June 

2 June 

16 Apr 

25 June 

2 June 

15 Apr 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
, 
, 
, 
, 
, 
, 

Ma dison~ ' Wisc 

Quincy, 'Illinois 

" 
1st Milwau kee, Wisc 

---'"'K-i-l-l-e-d--i-n-A-c-t-'-' o-n, 3 a July 18 64 at Pet e r sb u rg, Va • 

• Died, 23 Sep tember 1864. 

@Killed in Action, 30 July 1864 at Petersburg, Va . 

I 
'Deserted, 2 3 August 1 864 . 

• 
" 
" , 

" , 

" 
" 
" , 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

%Rejected for duty, not continued on the mus te r rolls. 

~Died, 3 March 1865. 

sub. 
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Henry, Jackson 

Hill, Henry 

Houton, Jesse' 

Houton, Perry 
* Jackson, John 

16 June 5th Quincy . Illinois 

2 June 8th " 

16 June 5th " 

16 June 5th " 

16 May 8th Chicago, Illinois 

Johnson, 

Johnson, 

Johnson, 

Allen 
John@ 

Richard 

2 June 

16 May 

E.! 14 May 

8th 

8th 

8th 

Quincy, Illinois 
.. 
" 

Joy, Charles 

Lee, Charles" 

Lucas, 

Lyons, 

Mackay, 

Mackay, 

Mackay, 

McCann, 

Medley, 

Daniel 
Ma rtin&' 

Henry + 

Jackson" 
** Perry 

AndersonOO 

1 ' Henry . 

Medley, John 

Monroe, Joseph 

Moore, David 

Moore , Thom as 

B July 5th Unknown 

24 June 5th Quincy, Illinois 

14 May 

9 June 

16 June 

2 June 

16 June 

2 June 

16 June 

8th 

8th 

5th 

5th 

5th 

8th 

5th 

16 June 5th 

14 June 8th 

16 June 8th 

14 June 5th 

" 
" .. 

Louisiana 

Qu incy . Il linois 

• 
.. 
.. 
" 
" 
" 

f, 29th 

" 
" 
" .. 
.. 
" 
" 
" .. 
.. 
" 
" .. 
.. 
" 
" 
" .. 
.. 
.. 

'Died, 3 October 1864. 

* Killed in Action, 30 July 1864 at Petersburg, Va. 

II Deserted, 7 October 1864. 

1 Deserted, 3 August 1864. 

%Died, 28 July 1864. 

&Died, 8 September 1864. 

+Died, 24 December 1864. 

'IDied of Wounds, 14 August 1864. 

** Died, 25 September 1665. 

IIIID· d ~e , 16 December 1864. 

! 1 D' d 10 , 4 February 1865 . 

138. 
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Cpl. 



Moorehead , York# 
• Norton, John 

Oden, FrankO 

Orr, George M. 

O J E. I rr, ames 

Orr, Lewis 

Paton, Louis 

Reed . William 

Rice, Julius 5.~ 
Roberts, George 

Robinson, Wes l ey 

Sink, Henry 

Smith, Henry 

Smith, Issac 

Smith, Paten&' 

Smith, Phillip 

South, Charles 

South , Collins 

Stark , Peter R.O 

Starrett, 

Strander, 

Thomas 
II San ford 

Sturgeon, Turner 

Summers, Joseph 

Tinsley, Charlesn 

Turner, Winston 

Walker, Adam 

\1a tson, Madison 

9 June 8th Quincy, Illinois 

3 June 5th Louisiana 

16 June 5th Quincy, Illinois 

1 June 5th Louisiana 

1 June 5th Louisia na 

21 May 

9 Apr 

5th Louisiana 

3rd Madison, Wise 

7 Apr 3rd Madison, Wise 

25 June 5th Quincy . Il l inois 

8 Apr 3rd Madison, Wise 

14 June 5th Quinc y, Ill inoi s 

16 Apr 3rd Mad i son , Wisc 

7 July 5th Quincy , Illinois 

8 Apr 3rd Madison, Wisc 

2 June 5th Louisiana 

16 May 5th Quincy, Ill~nois 

28 June 3rd 

l6 June 5th 

2 June 8th 

l6 June 

l6 June 

8th 

5th 

24 May 3rd 

2 June 5th 

2l June 3rd 

25 June Jrd 

31 May 8th 

l4 ''''ay J rd 

.. 

.. 
" 
" .. 

Loui s i a na 

Loui s iana 

Quincy , Illinois 

" 
" .. 

Williams, Henry+ 2 June 8th " 
'Died, 20 Septemner 1864. 

F. 29th 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

UKilled in Action, 30 July 1864 at Petersburg , Va. 

' Deserted , 14 July 1864. 

~Degerted, l8 January 1865. 

~Died, 12 August 18 65. 

+Died, II August 1864 • 
• Died, i Se ptember l865 • 

139. 

Cp l. 

Cpl. 

Sgt • 

Sgt • 

Cpl. 

Sgt. 

Cpl. 

.................................... 
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Wilson, Albert G. 11 June 8th Quincy, Illinois F, 29th 
Witherspoon, A.# 21 J une 8th .. .. Muse . 

ENLISTMENTS AFTER JULY 9, 1864 , 

Barken, James 30 July 64 7th Milwaukee subst 

Be lfour, William 12 Sept 64 7th .. .. 
Burnett, Wallace 12 Oct 64 6th .. .. 
Campbell, William 15 Sept 64 2nd .. .. 
Chapman, Charles 1 Oct 64 4th .. .. F , 49th 
Dangerfield , Horace 21 Sept 64 4th .. Draft 
Davis , Nelson 23 Aug 64 4th .. 9ubst F, 29th 
Fitzpatrick , Andrew 26 Aug 64 3rd .. .. 
Graham, Robert 26 Aug 64 2nd .. .. 
Hart, George 29 July 64 7th .. .. F, 29th 
Hays, John 26 Aug 64 6th .. .. 
Holster , George 21 Dec 64 1st .. .. 
Hu nt, Henry 12 Sept 64 7th .. .. 
Jantry . Edward 15 Aug 64 1st .. .. 
Jenkins, Jared C. 25 Jan 65 3rd .. .. 
Johnson, Henry L. 8 Aug 64 7th .. .. F , 29th 
Kane, Dick 26 Aug 64 1st .. .. 
Lackey, Samuel 4 Jan 65 8th .. .. 
Malo ne , James 8 Aug 64 7th .. .. F , 29th 
Marks, Albert 26 Aug 64 5th .. " F, 29th 
Monroe, Alfred 29 Aug 64 4th .. .. 
Newton, Issac 21 Sept 64 3rd .. " 
Paine, Hill 26 Aug 64 1st .. " 
Parson , Peter 20 Sept 64 2nd .. .. 
Piper, Charles 2 Sept 64 7th " .. 
Ri l ey, William 27 Dec 64 1st .. .. 
Robnett , John 10 Sept 64 2nd .. .. 
Ross, Samue l 23 Sept 64 4th .. " 
Shaw, Alle n 19 J an 65 4th .. .. 
Smit h , Martin 

, 
8 Oct 64 2nd .. .. F, 49th 

Spence, VSr.1 24 Feb 65 2nd .. .. 
'Died, 25 April 1865 . 
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Thomas, John 7 Feb 65 1st Milwaukee subst 
Turner, William 12 Sept 64 2nd " " 
Warner , Joseph 9 Sept 64 7th " " 
Washington , George 30 Sept 64 1st " " F, 29th 
Wash ingto n , George 6 Jan 65 2nd " " 
Wilkinson , God frey 26 Aug 64 5th " " 
Williams , Larmer 12 Sept 64 4th " " 

MILWAUKEE ENLISTEES CREDITED TO OTHER CITIES AND TOWNS: 

Adams, Daniel B. 29 Sept 64 subst Delafield 

Allen, John 13 Feb 65 " Brookfield 

Anderson, Elisha 14 Sept 64 " Racine, \vard 3 
Berda'n , Henry 13 Feb 65 Racine, Ward 2 
Bond, Wil liam 25 Oct 64 subst Caledonia 

Bowman, John 11 Jan 65 " Granville 

Brown . James 9 Jan 65 " Dover 

Buel , Edmund 27 Sept 64 " Waukesha 

Cardwell, frank 19 Sept 64 Racine, liard J 

Dodge, Anton 9 Jan 65 Kenosha, Ward 1 
Douglas, John 30 Ja n 65 subst Wheatland 

Elimore , Joseph 28 Feb 65 " Pewaukee 

Fr eeman , Harrison 14 Sept 64 " Raci ne, Ward 3 
Green, James 29 Oct 64 "" Oak Creek 

Harris, Henry 29 Aug 64 " Somers 

Holster, Joseph 19 Oct 64 " Town of Lake 

Hunt, Charles 6 Sept 64 Sharon 

Jackson, William 20 Sept 64 subst Rochester 

Johnson, Henry 12 Oct 64 " Summit 

Jones, Wing 21 Oct 64 " Richmond 

Kneley, William 14 Feb 65 " Richmond 

Lay, James 19 Sept 64 " Rac i ne, \yard 3 

Lewis, Alexander 17 Sept 64 " Racine, Ward 3 
Moore, Aaron 26 Aug 64 " Whitewater 

Newman , Haze l • 3 Sept 64 Racine , Ward 1 
Pendar , Zach 23 Feb 65 subst Ra ndell 

Po nder, Jack 23 Feb 65 " Holland 
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Randolph , Henry 2 Feb 65 Sharo n 

Rankin, Edward 21 Sept 64 Bloomfield 

Rice , Wil liam 26 Jan 65 Pleasant Prairie 

Robinson, John 26 Oct 64 6ubst Beetown 

Searls, Jam e s 1 Sept 64 Merton 

Smith, Andrew 20 Sept 64 Bloomfield 

Tillman. Abe 24 Aug 64 Sharon 

Washington, Geor ge 14 Sept 64 Racine, Ward 3 

Wayne , t4 onroe 6 Mar 65 subst Muskego 

Williams , Nathan 16 Nov 64 , Pewaukee 

Wo ods, Henry 9 Mar 65 'Wauwatosa 

Wright, Coffie 2 Sept 64 Bubst Town of Milwaukee 

Yates, Wi l liam 22 nec 64 " Town of Lake 

• 

• 



( 
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The following two l etters were written in 18BO by Ca ro-

line Quar les to Mr. Lyman Goodnow, who had taken her from 

Wauk esha to Canada in 1842. They were included by t1r. Good-

now at the e nd of his narrative about the Quarles rescue 

which was published in the 1881 History of Milwaukee. The 

first letter has been doctored by Mr. Goodnow, while the other 

is an ex a ct copy of the one Caroline wrote . 

Sandwich, April 18, 1880 
Deares t friend: Pen and ink can hardly express my joy when 1 
he a rd from you once more. I am liv ing and have to work very 
hard; but I have never forgotten you nor your kindness . 1 
am still in Sa ndwich --the same place where you left me. Just 
as soon as the postmaster read the name -to me--your name-- my 
heart filled with joy and gladness, and I should like to see 
yo u once before I die, to return thanks for your kindness 
towards me. I would like for you to send me one of the 
book s y ou were speaking about. 

Dearest f riend, you don't know how rejoiced I f ee l since 
1 heard f rom you . Answer this as soon as you get it, and 
let me know how y ou are, and your address . 

Direct your letter to Caroline Watkins, Sandwich, Ontar i o . 

CAROLINE IIATK I NS 

Dear friend-- i received you letter a nd was g l ad you was well 
and doing well it leaves me in not very good health . I did 
mary a man on Col . princess farm by the name . of Watkins but 
he was considerable elder than i was and had children by his 
first wife as old as i was but she was sold from her children 
in slavery and before she got to the end of her journey she 
killed herself. I learned to read and write in Canada we nt 
to school the first year i came here to Ask ins i was here 
nearly three years b e fore i was married . My husbands occu­
pation is a cook i got a pretty good liv ing but by working 
pretty hard for it, but i am not very happy. I heard from St. 
Louis several times aince i came by my cousin who served her 
time out and got free and came here my old Mistress is dead and 
my Master is married again that is Charles R Hall i knew about 
me having property left me before i came away perhaps ~f a had 
stayed unti l i became of age i could have got it and perhaps not, 
there was but tw,o of us. i had one sister but she died before i 
came away, i have forgotten how long i was going from Alton to 
Milwaukee by stage . Mr. Potts wae the minister that my master 
and his wife wnet to and they were Presbyterians my hus-
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was once a slave born in richmond virgin i a belonged to a man 
by the name of William watkins after he d i ed he fell heir to 
a widow i n kentucky by the name of Nancy Cleveland and re ma in -
ed there until he came to Canada . I have s i x children thre e 
boys and three girl s three married and three single the you n g ­
est is 16 a boy my oldest boy i s a farmer and my other boy in 
cincinnati my youngest girl is 18 i s at home a nd i em trying 
to ed ucate her for a sch o o l te ache r only she has quite an i m­
ped i ment in her speech the y have ell very good educations- ­
Mr. Askell i s dead he moved away from here the second year 
after i came here he was not the man as professed t o be he 
had 90me very dark traits ab out him my grandfather and father 
both was born in richmond virginia then e migrate d to St . Louis 
my f a the r wa s name Rob e rt Rrior Quarl is i wa s born in St. 
Louis on the corner o f pi ne a nd s i xth streets . I got the box 
out of my masters st or e s oon and hid it in a che~ry hedge i 
l e ft on the 4th of July my mistress folks treated me well 
enough for a s l ave . Yes i have bee n whi pped yes i had to do 
the house work for i was kept for that purpose. I told my 
grandmot he r that i was going to canada but i was so you n g 
t hat she did not pay any attention to me nor a ny the rest of 
them . 

I have answered a ll the questions you asked me unt il t he 
ne xt time good bye . 

CAROLINE WA TKINS 

, 



CD 
~ 

CD 
r 
~ 

o 

'" " ,. 
" I 
-< 

( 



CENSUS REPORTS: 

State of Wisconsin . 
Manuscript Copy 
ical Society of 

145. 

Census Report. 1855. Milwaukee County . 
in the Collections of the State Histor­
Wisconsin, Mad ison, Wisc onsin. 

-----. Census Report, 1 865, tUlwaukee County, Manuscript 
Copy in the Collections of the State Historical Society 
of Wisconsin, Madis on, Wisconsin. 

Territory of Wisconsin. Ce nsus Report . 1 836 . Milwau kee County. 
ManuBcript Copy in the Collections of the State Histori­
cal Society of Wisconsin, r~adi90n, Wiscons in. 

Census Re port. 1838. Milwauke e County. Manuscript 
Copy in the Collections of the State Historical Society 
of Wiscon~in, Madison. Wisconsin . 

Census Report. 1842. Milwaukee County . Manuscript 
Copy i n the Collections of the State Historical Society 
of Wi s consin, Madison, Wisconsin . 

--------- . Census Report . 1 846 . Milwau kee County . Manuscript 
Copy in the Collections of the State Historical Society 
of Wisconsin, Madison, wisconsin. 

Cen s us Report . 1 847. Milwaukee County. Man uscript 
Copy in t n e Collections of the Milwaukee County Histori ­
cal Society , Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

United States, Bureau of the Census. Sixth Census . 1840 . 
State of Wiscons in. Milwaukee County. Manuscrip t Copy 
in the Collections of the State Hi s torical Society of 
Wisconsin, Mad ison, Wisconsin . 

---------. Seventh Census . 1850. State of Wisconsin . Milwaukee 
County. Manuscr i pt Copy in the Coll e ctions of the State 
Historical Society of Wiaconsin, Mad ison, Wisconsin. 

---------. Eighth Censue, 1860, State of WiscoDsin, Milwaukee 
County. j Vola. ManU9cr~pt Copy in the Collections of 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison , 
Wisconsin. 

Ninth Census, 1870, State of Wisconsin, Milwaukee 
County . 4 Vols. Manuscr i pt Copy in the Collections of 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison, 
Wi sconsin. 

, 
GOVERNME NT RECORDS , DOCUMENTS, AN~ PUBLICATI ON S: 

Adjutant General's Office. Records of Volunteer Regiments , 
U.S. Colored Troops. Co. f. 29th and Unassigned Colored 



146. 

Trooes. Muster Ro lls. 'Series 37/4/1, Boxes 168 and 169. 
Archives Div i sion . State Historical Society of Wiscon­
sin, Mad ison , Wisconsin. 

Regimental Descriptive Rolls. 1861-186 5 . Unassigned 
and Miscellaneous. Series 37/1/29, Section 4 and 5, Box 
No. 59 . Archives Division. State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. 

Roster of Wisconsin 
lion. 1861-1865. 2 Vcls. 
Printing Company, 1886. 

Volwnteers . War of the Aebel-
Madison, Wisconsin: Democrat 

Milwaukee County Circuit Court. Records of the Circuit Court . 
I D37-1B70 . in the Collections of the Milwaukee Co un ty 
Historical Society, Milwauk e e, Wisconsin. 

Mi lwaukee Co unty, Office of the County Treasurer . Tax Lists. 
1 638-1870. in the Collections of the Milwaukee County 
Historical Society, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Milwaukee County Probate Court . Records of the Probate ~ourt. 
1835-1870 . in the Collections of t~e Milwaukee Co unty 
Historical Society, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Milwaukee County Superior Court. Records of the Superior 
Court . 1850 - 1070 . in the Collections of the Milwaukee 
County Historical Society , Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors of Milwaukee County •• 
1838-1868 . 

Report of the Major ity of Judicary Committee made to the Assem­
bly. Marc h 2 . 1857. in the Journal of the Assembly of Wis­
consin . 3 Vols . Madison: Calking and Proudfit, 1857. 

5 tat e 0 f Wi s con 5 in. ~J"o"u"r"no.:;:a;;1.":;0f'f,-t"h?e.":.A",s"s"e",m,,b"7.1c'y-::,o,,f,-W=i=s.;;c",0"n;-,",,1 .. - n,,",-, 
Annual Session. A.D. 1857. 3 Vols . Madison: Calking 
and Proudfit, 1857 . 

Journal of the Senate of Wi sconsin . Annual Sess ion. 
A. D. 1856. Mad ison: Atwood and Aublie, 1856. 

Journal of the Senate of Wisconsin. Annual Session. 
A.D. 1857. with an Appendix . Madison: Atwood and Rub lie, 
1 857 . 

The Revised Statues of the State of Wisconsin: Pas­
sed at the Annual Sessio n of the Legislature Co mm encing 
January 13. 1858 and Approved May 17. 1858. Chicago: W.E. 
Ke e n, · lB58. 

CITY DIRECTORIES: 



147. 

Bailey, A. A. Bailev's Almanac and Business Directory for 
the Year 1862. Milwaukee: A. Bailey, 1862. 

--------- . Milwaukee City Directory for 1862. Mi l waukee: A. 
Bailey, 1662. 

Milwaukee City Directory for 1863. Milwaukee: 
Starr and Son, Publishers, 1863. 

Direc tory of the City of Milwaukee for the Years 1848 -4 9. 
Milwaukee: Rufus King, 1848. 

Edwards, Richard(Ed . ). Director to the Inhabitants. Institu­
tions, Incorporated Companies. Manufact ur ing Establish ­
ments, Business firms. etc, etc in the City of Milwaukee 
for 1865. Milwaukee: Starr and Son, 1865. 

Edwards' Annual Director to the Inhabitants. Insti­
tutions. Incorporated Companies. Manufacturing Establish ­
ments. Businesses. Business firms. etc. etc in the City 
of Milwaukee for 1867. Milwaukee: Starr and Son, 1867. 

Edwards, Greenough, and Dev ed. Edwards' Ann ua l Directory of 
the Inhabitants . Institutions. Incorporated Comoanies . 
Manufacturing Establishments . Business firms. etc. etc 
in the City of Milwaukee for 1 066 . Milwaukee: Starr and 
Son , 1866. 

Erving, Du rdick, and Companies. 
1 8 57 and 1858. Milwaukee: 
and Company , 1857. 

Milwaukee City Directory for 
Steam Press of King, Jermain, 

MacCabe, Julius P. B. Directory of the City of Mi lw a ukee for 
the Years 1847-48. Milwaukee: Wilson and King, 1847. 

The Milwaukee City Directory for 1851-52. Milwaukee: Parsons 
and Van 51yck, 1851. 

Smit h , DuMoulin and Company. Milwaukee City Di rectory ; Being 
a Complete Ge neral and Business Directory for the Entire 
City. Milwaukee : Jermain and Brightman, 1658. 

Starr and Son. 1860-61 Directory of the City of Mi lwaukee, 
Being a Complete General a nd Business Directory . Mil­
waukee: Starr and Son, Publishers, 18 60 . 

Directory of the City of Milwa u kee . Being a Comp l ete 
and nusiness Directory. Milwaukee: Starr and Son, Pub­
lishers, 1861. 

Thickens, Joh n . ~ Milwaukee City Directory for 1868-69. Mil­
wa u kee: Hawks and Burdick, 1868 . 

Milwaukee City Directory for 1869-70. Milwa u kee: 
Paul and Cadwallader, 186 9 . 



148 . 

Milwaukee City Directory for 1870-71. Milwau kee: 
Paul and Cad wallader, 1070. 

Town, fran klin E . Milwaukee City Dire ctory for 1 859 - 60 . Mil­
waukee: Jerma in and Brightman, 1 859 . 

Van Slyck, Jesse M. Col. Van Slyek's Milwaukee City Directory 
and Busines s Advertiser . 1854-55 . Milwaukee: Starr's 
Book and Job O~ ficet 1854. 

Col. Van Slvck's Milwaukee City Di rectory a nd Bus­
iness Advertiser , 1856 - 57. Milwaukee: Daily Wisconsin 
Print, 1 856 . 

NEWSPAPER S, 

Daily free Democrat . 

Daily Milwaukee Ne ws. 

Daily Wisconsin. 

Daily Wisconsin News . 

Ev en ing Wisconsin. 

Madison Patriot. 

Milwaukee Dai ly Sentinel and Gazette. 

West Bend Post. 

PUBLISHED PRIMARY SOURCE S, 

Aptheker, Herbert(Ed . ). A Documentary History of the Neg ro 
People in the United States. Ne w York: The Citadel Press, 
1951. 

Fitch, Ma rtha E. "A Little Girl of Old Mi lwaukee," 
Ma9~zine of History . IX, 1 (September. 1925), 

Wisconsin 
80-89 . 

Holton, Edward D. et ala "Comm e rcial History of Milwaukee . " 
Collections or-the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 
Edited and Annotated by Reuben Gold Twaites. IV, Madison , 
Wisconsin: James Ross . l857 - 1B58. pp. 253 - 90. 

Hughes. Lewis. 
Milwau~ee : 

Thirty Years a Slave , From Bondage to Freedom . 
South Side Printing Company , 1897 . 

Old Settlers' Club of Milwau ke e. Early MilwBukee: Papers from 
the Archiyes of the Old Settlers' Club of Milwaukee Co unty. 
Milwaukee, 1916 . 

Olin. Nelson. "Reminiscences 
s i n Ma gazine of History . 

of Milwaukee in 18 35 -36 . " Wisco n­
XIII, 3 (March, 1930), 201-23. 



149. 

Quaife, Milo M. (Ed . ) . The Movement for Statehood, 1845-1846. 
Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1918. 

The Convention of 1846. Mad ison : State Historical 
Soc iety of Wisconsin, 1919. 

The Struggle Over Ratification . 1846-1847. Madiso n: 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1920. 

Th e Attain me nt of Statehood. Madison : State His­
torical Society of Wisconsin, 1 928 . 

Stern, Henry. "T he Life Story of a Milwaukee Merchant ." 
consin Magaz in e of History. I X, 1 (September, 1 925) , 

Wis-
63 - 79. 

Twaites, Reuben Gold. "The Territorial Census for 18 36." Col­
lections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin . 
Edit ed and Annotated b y Re uben Gold Twa it e s. XIII , Madi­
son; Democrat Printing Company, 1695, pp. 247 - 70. 

Wheeler, A.C. The Chronicles of Milwaukee. Milwaukee: Jermain 
and Bright man, 18 61. 

MISCELLANE OUS PRIMARY SOURCES: 

Green, William T. Negroes in Milwaukee . An undat ed, uniden­
tifi ed ~ewspaper Clipping from the Ethnic File in the 
Collections of the Milwaukee Count y Historical Society, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

List of parties who have had residence in Milwaukee for fifty 
years or more, collected by Bernard Goldsmith. Chairman. 
Committee on Invi tatio n and Reception, Milwaukee Semi­
Centennial. October 16-17 . 18 95 . in th e Papers of the 
Old Settlers' Club of Milwaukee Cou nt y , File 9 , Page 3. 
Milwaukee County Historical Society, Milwaukee, Wi sconsin. 

Old Settlers' Club of Milwaukee. Newspaper ScrapboOk Collect­
ion . :19 Vols. in the Collect ions of the rUlwauk ee County 
Historical Society, Milwau kee, Wisconsin . 

Obituary Collection . 8 Vols . in the Co l lections of 
the Milwaukee County Historical Society, Milwaukee , Wis ­
consin. 

Rooster of Civil War Volunteers Credited t o Milwaukee Cou n ty. 
Manuscript Copy in the Colle ctions of the Mi lwa ukee County 
Historical Society. Milwaukee. Viscoosin. 

Ryan, Edward G. ~~. Ad d res s to the People by the Democracy 
of Wisconsin Adopted in State Conve ntion at Milwauk ee, 
Sept embe r 3 , 1862 . (n.p ., n.d. ) 



150. 

Van Vechten, Peter. Old Times in Milwaukee. An Unpublished 
Manuscript in the Collections of the Milwaukee County His­
torical Society. Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Wells, Daniel. Docket of Daniel Yells. Jr. Undersheriff of 
Milwaukee County, 1842-1843. Manuscript Copy in the Col ­
lections of the Milwaukee County Historical Society~ 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin . 

INTERVIEWS: 

Interviews with Miss Mabel Raimey , descendent of the Sully Wat­
son Family. Milwaukee , Wi sconsin. January 2, 1968 and 
April 24, 1 968. 

Interview with the secretary of St. Mark's African Methodist ­
Episcopal Church. Milwaukee, Wisconsin . May 2, 1968. 

SECONDARY SOURCES: 

Buck, James S. Pioneer History of Milwaukee . 4 Vols . Mil ­
waukee: Symes, Swain and Company, 1884. 

Conard, Howard L.(Ed.). History of Milwaukee from Its First 
Settlement to the Year 1895. 3 Vols . Chicago: American 
Biographical Publishing Company, 1895. 

Damon, Herbert C. History of the Milwaukee Light Guard. Mil­
waukee: Sentinel Company, 1875. 

Davidson, John N. "Negro Slavery in Wisconsin ." Parkman Club 
Publications. No.6, May 12, 18 96. Milwaukee, Wisconsin . 

"Negro Slavery in Wisconsin and the Underground 
Railroad ." Parkman Club Publications. No. 18, Septem­
ber 14, 1897. Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Ernst, Dorothy J. "Daniel 
to the Crystal Palace 
MagaZine of History. 

Wells, Jr.: Wisconsin Commissioner 
Ex~osition of 1851." Wisconsin 
XLII, 4 (Summer, 1959), 243-56 . 

Fishel, Leslie J. "The Genesis of the First Wisconsin Civil 
Rights Act." Wisconsin Magazine of History. XLI X, 4 
(Summer, 1966), 324-33. 

"Wisconsin and Negro Suffrage." Wisconsin Magazine 
of History. XLVI, 3 (Spr ing, 1963), 180-96. 

and Quarles , 
mentary History. 
Company, 1967. 

Benjamin. 
Glenview, 

The Negro American: A Docu­
Illinois: Scott, Foresman and 

Frazier, E. Frankli n. The Negro In the United States. Rev. Ed. 
New York: The Macmillan Comp~ny, 1957. 



151. 

Gregory, John G. History of fHlwa ukee! l;/isconsin. 4 Vols . 
Chicago: S.J. Clark Publishing Company, 1 931 . 

Negro Suffrage in Wisconsin. A Pape r Rea d Before 
the Wisco nsin Academy of Sciences , Arts , and Letters at 
the Summer Meeting , Milwaukee , June, IB9s. 

History of Milwa ukee. Wisconsin. Chicago: The Wester n His­
torical Company, 18Bl. 

Klement, frank L. " Milwauke e Critics of Lincoln." 

"Peter V. Deuster, the 'See-Bote ,' a nd the Civil 
War." Hi storical Messe nger of the Milwaukee County His­
torical Society. XV I, 4 (December , 196 0) , 2-6 . 

Le v i, Kate Everest. liT he Wisconsin Press and Slavery." :!i§.:. 
"c"0"n"8,,,,,· !.!n....!:M"a"g"a .. z""'i!.!n."e'--'o'-f'-Hc..:i"s"t"o"r'-'LV • I X, 4 (J u 1 y, 1 9 2 6 ), 4 2 3 - 34 • 

Lit 'III a c k , Leo n f . "N,;o"r"t",h"--"o",f"..,S"l",a""v""e .. r"'VC;'"...T"h .. e".."N .. e"g,,r,,o..,.''C. "n--,t",h"e""F~r"e",e 
States. 1790-1860 . Chicago: The University of Chicag o 
Press, 1 965 . 

Lo ve, William D. 
cage: Church 

Wi s consin in 
and Goodman, 

the War df the Rebe llion. Chi -
1866. 

Maher , William J . "The Anti-S)avery Movement in Milwau ke e and 
Vicinity , 1842-1860 ." Unpublished Master's Thesis, Depart­
ment of History, Marque tte University, 1954 . 

McDonald , M. J ustille. "History of the Irish in Wisconsin in 
the Nineteenth Ce ntury. "' Washington: The Catholic Univer­
sity of America Pres s, 1 954 . 

Noyes, Edward. "Th e Negro in Wisconsin I 5 Civil War Effort." 
The Lincoln Herald. LXIX, 2 (Summer, 1967), 70-82. 

Olson, Frederick I. "The Railway Porter Who Wanted to Vote. " 
Historical Messenger of the Milw a ukee County Historical 
Socie~. XVI,2 (June, 19_60). 6-8 . 

Salomon, [hester V. "Negro Recognition in Early r"'i~waukee." 
Historical Messe nger of the Milw a u ke e County Historical 
Society . XX I, 3 (September, 1 965), 79 - 81 . 

Scanlan, Charles M. The Lady Elgin Disaster. September 8. 
1860. Milwaukee, 1928. 

Schafer, Joseph. "Stormy Days in Court--The Booth Case." 
Wisconsin Ma gazi ne of History. XX (September, 1936), 
89-110. 



, . 

. . . .- . ....".. -- ;.: 

" 

., - .. 

- '" .. 

• '-,. ~ ',.-, ... , .... ~. '. ~p. 

Still, Bayrd. "The Growth of Milwaukee as Recorded 
para r ies ." "."i,.,c"-"o"n,s"i"nw M,"""g,""'"i"n"s"-"o"f--,"ci,.,t,,,,o"r,,-V. 
1936) , 262 - 92 . 

152. 

by Contem­
(March , 

Milwaukee : The History of a City . Madison: State 
Historical Society of Wisconsi n , 1 946. 

Voegeli , V. Jacque . free But Not 
Ne gro During the Civ i l War. 
Cago Press , 1 96 7. 

Equal : The Midwest and 
Chicago : Univ ersity of 

tho 
Chi -

Watrous, Jerome(EO.) . Memoirs of Milwaukee County . 
Historical Association, 1909. 

2 Vols. 
Madiso n: Western 



f , 

~~ 
07 

.... -" ..... 
o 
< ~ 
_ " 7 , . 
~. 

-" n • 
o 

• 7 • • -" . ~ 
~cr 

• • • • , 
• "0 
"0 

" o 
< • ~ 
cr 
'< 

~ 
7 '" . 

-" " • n 
~ 
o 

" 

( 
\ 


	vollm_w_1968001
	vollm_w_1968002

