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INTRODUCTION

Early Jewish Mysticism

Although this investigation will focus mainly on the roots of the Metatron lore,
this Jewish tradition cannot be fully understood without addressing its broader
theological and historical context, which includes a religious movement known as early
Jewish mysticism. Research must therefore begin with clarifying some notions and
positions pertaining to the investigation of this broader religious phenomenon.

The roots of the current scholarly discussion on the origin, aim, and content of
early Jewish mysticism can be traced to the writings of Gershom Scholem. His studies
marked in many ways a profound breach with the previous paradigm of 19th and early
20th century scholarship solidified in the Wissenschaft des Judentums movement which
viewed Jewish mystical developments as based on ideas late and external to Judaism.' In
his seminal research, Major Trends of Jewish Mysticism, as well as other publications,’
Scholem saw his main task as clarifying the origins of the early Jewish mysticism on the
basis of new methodological premises, which, in contrast to the scholars of the
Wissenschaft des Judentums, approached early Jewish mysticism as a genuine Jewish

movement with roots in biblical and pseudepigraphic traditions. Scholem’s project was

! One of the representatives of this movement Heinrich Graetz considered the Hekhalot writings as
late compositions dated to the end of the Geonic peried. He viewed the Hekhalot literature as “a compound
of misunderstood Agadas, and of Jewish, Christian, and Mahometan fantastic notions, clothed itself in
mystical obscurity, and pretended to be a revelation.” H. Graetz, History of the Jews {6 vols.; Philadelphia:
The Jewish Publication Society of America, 1894) 3.153.

2 G. Scholem, Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism (Jerusalem: Schocken Publishing House, 1941);
idem, Jewish Gnosticism, Merkabah Mysticism, and Tedmudic Tradition (New York: The Jewish
Theological Seminary of America, [1960} 1965); idem, On the Kabbalah and Its Symbolism (New York:
Schocken Books, 1969); idem, Kabbalah (New York: Dorset Press, 1987); idem, Origins of the Kabbalah
(Princeton; Princeton University Press, 1990). For the complete bibliography of Scholem’s writings, see: F.
Scholem and B. Yaron, “Bibliography of the Published Writings of Gershom G. Scholem,” in Studies in
Mysticism and Religion Presented to Gershom Scholem on his Seventieth Birthday (Jerusalem: Magnes






