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Orlov, Andret \., 77u Ernch-.IIett.hon Traditim. Ttibingen: N{o}u- Siebeck

2005, xii + 38li pp., ISBN 3-16-l+85l-+-0. € l)9 idoth with .jacketl. Lr

several respects a magrficent book, based on a dcrctorzl dissenation accepted

at Nlarquette Univelsitv in October lfi)3, and of great irnportance to

understand manv an essential leature of iGnostic) Christian origins as rvell:
'Orlor,' examines the tradition about the seventh antediiuvian patriarch

Enoch, tracing its der,elopment lrom its r.'ots in the \fesopotanrian lore

to the Second Ternple apocal,vptic teKts and lrrter rabbinic and Hekhalot

niziicr-i:rls ivhcre Enoch is often identiGcci as the suprenic angel l,{etatron.

He explores the imagerv of the cclestial roles and titles of the seventh ante-

diluvian hero in \lesopotamian. Enochic and Hekhnlot materizrls. The

irnahsis of the celestizrl roles and tides sherrvs that the transition fronr the

fig.rre of patriarch Encrch to the figure of angel N{eta"tron occurred alread,-
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in tire Second Temple Enochic materials, namelv, in 2 (Slat'onit)Enoch' a

Jervish work, traditionall,v dated to the fust century CE. The author then

demonstrates that mediator-ial polemics with the raditions of the e-xalted

patdarchs and prophers plir,ved an imlrcrurnt role in facilitating the transition

from Enoch to Nletatron in the Second Ten-rple Period'.

Pastor, Jack €l Nlenachern ltlor (eds.), 77w Begtnnitgs of Chistiani\. ,1

Collectbn oJ'Artirlts, Jerusalem: Yad Ben-Zvi Press 2005. 3tt7 pp.' ISts\

965-2 l7-l5l-329, US$ 49 {case bourd,. I l t telest ing col iect ion of tusu:r l ly

briefl essa,vs, being the (sometirnes slighdv upciated; ploceedings of the

Conlerence 71v fuginnings of Chrbtitnil,', held at Tel ,\r'iv Universiw* ancl

Y:rci IzhaL Ben-Zvi,Jems.dem in jan. 1997: Forcword i3-71;;^'brel'iationr

i9-1ll; L Trihutes: Dal'id Rosenthal, Tribute to Profesor Dal'id Flusscr on
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