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Situation: 
Causes:
According to JRS, this seasonal drought became a regional humanitarian crisis affecting 12 million people due to three underlying causes:
· Climate induced drought
· Instability with lack of infrastructure in Somalia, especially south-central Somalia controlled by the al-Shabab militant group
· Regional food inflation which devastates already vulnerable populations.

Situation of Children:
Interview with JRS Eastern Africa Regional Director, Fr. Frido Pfluger, S.J. overviews his recent visit to Dollo Ado refugee camps (southeast Ethiopia). “It was one of the worst things I have seen in my life: All these little children in the desert, in the heat and the dust, on the rocks, between the thorny bushes, looking out of the tent doors, smiling at us, having nothing to do. The camps are like little towns, little towns full of children.”

Water:
Oxfam reports drought ravaged communities are rationing trucked in water which provides 7.5 liters of water per person daily. The standard minimum is considered 50-100 liters per day and the average use for US citizens is over 460 liters per day. The current crisis has led Oxfam to launch its largest ever Africa appeal. Some areas have now gone three years without rain, and former pastoralists who have lost all their livestock have nothing to return to.

Jesuit Resources:
Eastern Africa Jesuit Provincial Agbonkhianmeghe Orobator: Thanks to CDT province for enlisting the help of Loyola Productions which includes this video interview with Fr. Orobator. 

JRS / Eastern Africa Newsroom and respective advancement offices in Wisconsin and Chicago-Detroit offer regular updates. Thanks also to respective province communications departments for timely messaging, especially to external audiences.
  
Response Updates and Links:
On the Ground:
Jesuit Hakimani Center, the faith-justice apostolate for the Eastern Africa Province, is partnering with the province and other religious to reach affected communities. Their Famine Relief Project is posting interviews/video.  
USCCB Endorsement:
USCCB encourages parish support of emergency relief in the Horn of Africa. Click here for statement.

Local Initiatives:
Provincial Assistant for Secondary Education Fr. Jim Prehn, S.J. has invited Jesuit secondary and middle school to consider taking up collections. Thanks also to communities and other ministries who have responded. If possible, please email John Sealey if your group is planning or considering support. 

Actions and Advocacy 
It’s Not too Late…
Perhaps the International Day of Peace (Sept 21) might coincide with a collection or you can look ahead to the UN World Food Day on October 16. Individual donors can give easily as outlined in the Jesuit Conference memo. 

Advocate maintaining emergency funding for poverty-focused international assistance:
USCCB and CRS have sharply criticized a House of Representatives plan to cut foreign aid. Calling it “morally unacceptable, even deadly” the USCCB / CRS statement notes that emergency and disaster relief to the world’s poorest would be particularly hard-hit under the House plan now under consideration. While this line of foreign spending is only a pittance of the US deficit, it is life and death for the globally destitute. Click here for statement and watch for advocacy opportunities on this budget item.

Reliable sources for regular updates: 

IRIN (the UN information service) is a good source of articles and analysis, updated on a regular basis: 

UN Humanitarian snapshot map (updated Sept 9, 2011) 

UN Refugee Regional Snapshot (updated Sept 12, 2011) 

USAID technical data can be found at FEWSNET (Famine Early Warning System Network) 
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