April 22, 2005
The Honorable X
United States X

X Office Building

Washington, D.C. X
Dear X:

As a constituent of yours and as a parent of a student at Marquette University, I urge you to reject President Bush’s proposal to eliminate the Perkins Loan Program and its funding.   The elimination of the Perkins Loan Program will mean that my child will not be able to receive $________ in Perkins Loans next year.  

As a parent, I have made a commitment to my child to help them finance their education.  But, as you must know, parents can’t do it alone.  My child needs financial aid to pay the cost of tuition, room and board, books and other needs.  The Perkins Loan is an important part of their aid.  We appreciate the President’s proposal to increase Pell Grants and to allow more Stafford Loan borrowing in the first two years of college, but those proposals will not make up for the lost Perkins Loans.  Please reject the proposal to eliminate the Perkins Loan Program.  

Also, please support restoring the funding that is necessary to keep the program healthy.    At a time when access to education is increasingly important, we need Congress to fund the Perkins Loan Federal Capital Contribution and provide enough funding to reimburse campuses for loan cancellations.  The capital contribution is needed to help students now.  Because the funds will be repaid and re-lent, when my child repays their Perkins Loan they will be helping another student finance his or her college education. 

I look forward to seeing your response, and I appreciate your consideration.  

Sincerely,

