
Mission statement
The Wisconsin Native Tree Collection at Marquette 
University features more than 26 trees and 
shrubs throughout campus native to southeastern 
Wisconsin. Native trees play a primary role in 
environmental protection by conserving energy, 
reducing soil erosion, cleaning and replenishing 
the air, and protecting rivers and streams. Planting 
native trees provides habitat for Wisconsin wildlife 
and beautifies the Marquette community.

Why native trees?
Historically, trees that were well-adapted to 
Wisconsin soil and climatic conditions succeeded and 
thrived. Those that were ill-adapted failed. Over time, 
the successful species adapted to local conditions, 
resulting in the genetic makeup of woodland we say 
is of local provenance. Native species are more likely 
to thrive than most introduced species, particularly  
in more challenging conditions. They increase 
the biodiversity, providing shelter and food for 
Wisconsin’s native wildlife. Native trees also  
are more resistant to disease and pests.

Rev. Harold C. Bradley, S.J.
Rev. Harold C. Bradley, S.J., was assistant to the 
vice president for public affairs and devoted his 
life to building better human conditions for the 
disadvantaged of the world. In the Jesuit tradition, 
Father Bradley believed firmly that the means to 
do this was through education. He was a driving 
force in designing and deploying many worldwide 
programs that enable others through education and 
the local development of skills, talent and resources. 

Father Bradley inspired and encouraged 
beautification efforts at Marquette, including the 
maples in the center of Wisconsin Avenue. He was 
the creative force behind the Wisconsin Native Tree 
Collection and hoped it would beautify campus and 
educate children, Marquette students and staff, and 
visitors. He died in July 2009 at age 84. 

Wisconsin  
Native Tree 
Collection 

at 

Marquette University

Students for an 
Environmentally Active Campus

Printing of this brochure made possible by:
Department of Biological Sciences

Office of Sustainability
Office of Undergraduate Admissions

Students for an Environmentally Active Campus 
at Marquette University promotes awareness 
of environmental issues on campus and in 
the surrounding areas. SEAC promotes a 
sustainable, environmentally friendly lifestyle 
and strives to educate the student body 
to adopt it through on-campus activism, 
community service and national outreach.

Marquette and SEAC continue to engage the 
university community to “green up their act”  
through various initiatives, including the  
Wisconsin Native Tree Collection.
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