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Xavier Cole, serves as vice president for student affairs. New to the university, Cole began his tenure at 

Marquette on July 1, 2016. The mission of the Division of Student Affairs is grounded in the Ignatian 

understanding of the dignity and value of each person, fostering the holistic growth of students by providing 

them opportunities to learn and practice skills, grow in competency, and develop as leaders in service to 

others. 

 

Prior to Marquette, Cole served as vice president for student affairs and dean of students at Washington 

College, a small liberal arts institution in Chestertown, Md. Before Washington College, Cole served the 

Division of Student Development at Loyola University Maryland for 20 years in roles of increasing 

responsibility, leaving in 2014 as assistant vice president. 

 

A native Mississippian, Cole earned his bachelor’s degree in history from the University of Mississippi; his 

master’s in history from Miami University (Ohio); and his doctorate in higher education management from the 

University of Pennsylvania. Cole’s dissertation research focused on mission and identity programs at three 

Jesuit universities and their impact on mission leadership for laypersons. Cole is married to historian Dr. 

Susanne DeBerry Cole and is the proud dog-father of a fiesty cairn terrier named Mingus. 
 
Brian Dorrington is the senior director of university communication at Marquette University. Dorrington has 
served as Marquette’s lead spokesperson since 2011 and oversees Marquette’s internal and external 
communications, including media relations. 
 
Overseeing the university’s communications during a historic time at Marquette, Dorrington led the 
announcement news for President Michael R. Lovell and Coach Steve Wojciechowski, who were hired six 
days apart in 2014, resulting in more than 1,100 media stories. 
 
Born in Milwaukee, Dorrington received a bachelor’s degree in communications and journalism from the 
University of St. Thomas in 2000. Before joining Marquette, he led Alverno College’s marketing and 
communication team and worked in media relations at Froedtert Hospital, southern Wisconsin’s Level One 
Trauma Center. 
 
Dorrington is a leader of a men’s group in his home parish of Christ King in Wauwatosa and coaches little 
league baseball. He and his wife Katie, live in Wauwatosa and have six children, Meg, Ella, George, Ben, 
Max and Clare. 
 
Sarah Hehemann, is the 2016-17 recipient of the Pedro Arrupe Award.  Sarah’s parents and sister attended 

Marquette. Her service work at MU has included Mardi Gras and MAP (Marquette Action Program) and 

Midnight Run.  During her sophomore year, Sarah made her first trip with the Global Medical Brigades to 

Nicaragua.  In January, 2017, she served as a leader of this annual trip. Following graduation, Sarah plans 

to get her license to be a registered nurse and to secure a position at a children’s hospital in the Milwaukee 

or Chicago area.  Her ultimate goal is to become a nurse practioner and have her own practice.  Her passion 

is for global health and relief for children around the world. 
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Creighton Joyce is a senior in the College of Business studying marketing. After two years in the College of 
Engineering, Creighton knew that the College of Business would better fit his interests and long term 
passions. He loves connecting different individuals in professional settings which has served him well in his 
automotive detailing side business. Creighton will be working in Northeast Ohio after graduation and is 
excited to strengthen the Marquette Alumni Network when he returns there.  

Adam Kouhel is a junior in the College of Business Administration double majoring in Finance and 
Information Technology with a minor in Asian Studies. He served as the 2016-2017 President of Marquette 
University Student Government and works with Marquette students, faculty and staff in a variety of capacities 
including the Student Alumni Ambassador program and committee member for Senior Challenge. Adam is 
from Waukesha, WI and hopes to stay in Milwaukee after graduation in May 2018. 

David Lawlor, is the executive vice president for operations, a position created in September 2016, as part 

of a strategic executive realignment. Lawlor most recently served as vice chancellor and chief financial officer 

at the University of California – Davis.  The university vice presidents for public affairs, general counsel, 

human resources, marketing and communication, and planning and strategy report to Lawlor, as well as the 

chief of police, chief information officer and the chief financial officer. 

 

Prior to his work at UC – Davis, Lawlor was the senior associate vice president for finance at George 

Washington University for seven years where he and his team implemented a variety of transformative 

operational and financial initiatives, and he also chaired an innovation task force. A native of Dublin, Ireland, 

Lawlor earned his bachelor’s degree in business administration with an emphasis in finance from California 

State University – Hayward. 

Dave Murphy is the vice president for marketing and communication at Marquette University. He has led 
Marquette’s marketing and communication team since 2012 and previously oversaw the development and 
growth of Marquette’s strategic branding initiatives, working to achieve positive marketplace impact in 
academic reputation, student recruitment, fundraising and alumni relations. 

Born in Dublin, Ireland, Murphy received a bachelor’s degree in mass communication from the University of 
Wisconsin–Milwaukee in 1982. He has more than 30 years’ experience in the marketing and advertising field. 

Before joining Marquette in 2008 as senior director of brand marketing, Murphy served as executive creative 
director and partner at Versant, a marketing and communications firm in Milwaukee. 

Murphy is a member of the Downtown Milwaukee Rotary Club and a member of the VISIT Milwaukee 
Convention Center and Visitors Bureau’s board of directors. Murphy also serves on the board of Nativity 
Jesuit Academy and is a member of the Marquette University High School Marketing Committee. In 1997, 
the Milwaukee Business Journal included him as one of the city’s “40 Under 40.”  He and his wife, Margaret, 
live in Wauwatosa and have two children, Alex and Tess. 

Samuel Wesley is a senior in the College of Business Administration where he is studying Entrepreneurship 
and Information Technology. He's passionate about empowering others to pursue entrepreneurship and 
making resources available for entrepreneurs in Wisconsin. In addition, he is the Co-founder of Seiva 
Technologies, a wearable technology startup based out of Milwaukee. 
 

 


