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ABSTRACT 
In December 2015 over 190 countries met in Paris for the 21st 
meeting of the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change where they succeeded in creating a new and 
ambitious international climate agreement. Many have heralded 
the outcome as a groundbreaking achievement for international 

diplomacy and global climate action. Others have argued that the climate commitments in it 
are ultimately too weak to achieve the agreement’s lofty aspirations. 
     To better understand the significance of the agreement, and why it is worth fighting to 
preserve, we will review the recent history of the UN climate negotiations, and how this 
agreement evolved from previously failed attempts, finally overcoming the immense hurdle 
of justly assigning responsibility for hitting global emission reduction targets. The Paris 
Agreement is now undergoing an unexpectedly early stress test with the announcement of 
the intended withdraw of the United States. We conclude with a look at what the future 
holds for global climate cooperation in the face of this serious challenge, including 
indications of how different communities are prepared to defend the agreement and 
continue coordinated action on this increasingly urgent problem. 
 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 
Andrew Light is University Professor of Philosophy, Public Policy, 
and Atmospheric Sciences at George Mason University, and 
Distinguished Senior Fellow in the Climate Program at the World 
Resources Institute, in Washington, D.C.   
     As one part of his distinguished career, Dr. Light served as a 
State Department strategist for the United Nations climate 
negotiations. He was awarded a Superior Honor Award from the 
U.S. Department of State for his work creating and negotiating the 
Paris Agreement on climate change.  
  

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
A grant from the Simmons Religious Commitment Fund makes this 
presentation possible.  Light refreshments served at 4:00.

Contact tim.tharp@mu.edu, david.nowacek@mu.edu or    
                          jame.schaefer@mu.edu for additional information.                                 
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