Discovery Tier Course Review:
Expanding Our Horizons

Fall 2026 (for the AY ’26-27 Bulletin)

The Discovery tier of the Marquette Core Curriculum is an important vehicle for encouraging students both to explore topics outside their major colleges and departments and to develop their sense of the importance of approaching some of the biggest issues of the coming generation—migration, social justice, the tensions between individuality and community, etc.—from multiple perspectives. 

Since the introduction of the MCC in 2018, the requirements for adding courses to the Discovery tier of the MCC have changed a few times. The resulting variation has made it challenging for students to pick up on the common threads meant to link their Discovery courses together and for the MCC Committee to assess student learning in the Discovery tier as a whole. 

In order to highlight the distinctive insights offered by each course and to help students identify the throughlines connecting the four Discovery courses they take the MCC Committee has decided to ask academic units to submit new proposals explaining how each of their existing Discovery tier courses meet current Discovery tier requirements, one Discovery theme per year. We will begin in Fall 2026 with courses listed in the Expanding Our Horizons theme. 

For each Expanding Our Horizons course that colleges or departments wish to maintain in that Discovery theme, a new proposal explaining how the course meets current requirements will need to be submitted. 

Courses whose proposals are unsuccessful or for which no proposals are submitted will be removed from the Discovery theme effective Fall 2027. Students who have used such courses to satisfy a Discovery tier requirement prior to Fall 2027 will not be affected by the change. ESSV2 listings will be unaffected by this process. 

Moving forward, courses may not be included in more than one Discovery theme. Any courses currently listed in both the Expanding Our Horizons and some other theme that units would like to be included only in Expanding Our Horizons should be submitted for review in Fall 2026. Successful proposals will result in those courses being removed from any other Discovery theme. If units would prefer such courses to remain in the other Discovery theme (i.e., not Expanding Our Horizons), a proposal should be not submitted in this cycle. The course will be removed from Expanding Our Horizons effective Fall 2027; it will remain in the other theme for the time being, and a proposal for review in the other theme should be submitted in a future cycle.

Please direct questions or concerns to Mike Olson (michael.olson@marquette.edu).



The Discovery Tier and the
Expanding Our Horizons Discovery Theme

Expanding Our Horizons Description

A defining characteristic of human beings is our desire to ask questions and to explore the unknown. We spend our lives seeking to understand our origins, probing the boundaries of the universe and uncharted frontiers, and investigating unsolved mysteries. Yet each new discovery reveals additional limitations that must be explored if knowledge and understanding are to proceed. Our impulse to expand our horizons can be seen in several traits: our innate, human creativity; our pursuit of new technologies that better respond to our challenges and provide greater insight into the unknown; and our use of imagination and inventiveness to examine our relationship to the world in which we live. Courses in this theme will focus on how the process of discovery—through art, scientific research, and other modes of seeking answers to fundamental questions-—expands our understanding of the value of life and enriches our interaction with our communities, the planet, and the universe. Additionally, courses in this theme may engage the ways in which human activity and advancing technology must be weighed against immediate and long-term consequences, like climate change and pollution, in order to create sustainable solutions for the future.

Expanding Our Horizons Guiding Questions

1. How do we know what we claim to know? How do we identify what we do not know?
2. Given this fundamental task of recognizing the boundaries of our knowledge, how do we pose questions that expand approaches to key problems and their disciplinary frames of reference?

Guiding Principles and Assumptions
· The Discovery Tier is designed to further students’ ability to develop and address questions from multiple perspectives. Each course in the Discovery Tier is expected to contribute to this goal. 
· Courses may be major-specific but should still be designed to encourage interdisciplinary learning.  Preference will be given to courses at the 2000 level or above that have few if any prerequisites.
· Courses must be meaningfully tied to a particular theme in such a way that students will be able to discern the links to the theme. Courses must directly and substantially address the theme through content, methodology, and assignments.  
· ESSV1 courses cannot also be included in the Discovery Tier.
· NEW: Courses may no longer be included in more than one Discovery theme. Any courses re-proposed and approved for Expanding Our Horizons in this cycle will be removed from any other theme in which they were previously included. 
· Courses accepted into the Marquette Core Curriculum should be offered regularly (ideally at least once every two years).


Logistical Particulars

All portions of the proposal, including the syllabus (conforming to OTR requirements), MUST be submitted as a single attachment either via CourselLeaf (if changes are being made to the course) or by email to Mike Olson (michael.olson@marquette.edu).

Deadline: 6 October 2026.

Instructions: 
1. Complete proposal form below (please do not include this page or ant of the previous pages in the proposal you submit).

2. If you are not proposing any changes to a course already listed in Expanding Our Horizons (i.e., title, course description, prerequisites, proposing new MCC attribute etc.), email the form below (and additional with a syllabus attached) to michael.olson@marquette.edu. 

3. For an existing course that you are also proposing changes to (title, course description, prerequisites, proposing new MCC attribute, etc.), log in to CourseLeaf, search for the course, and click on “Modify Course.” (Note: this will likely require coordination with your unit’s CourseLeaf editor; most faculty will not have access themselves).
· Type “Expanding Our Horizons Review” in the “Rationale” box. If you’re proposing to add additional MCC attributes (ESSV2, WRIT), indicate that as well.
· Click “Attach File” and attach the full proposal with the syllabus as one file.
· Scroll down to “Attributes” and confirm that “Yes” is selected under “Is this an MCC Core course?”
· If the same course is also being proposed for Writing Intensive or Engaging Social Systems and Values 2, specify the additional requirement in the “Rationale” box and attach the appropriate MCC proposal forms. Please include a copy of the syllabus in each proposal file.
· Click “Save and Submit”

4. For a new course, follow the process for proposing new courses in CourseLeaf and add the relevant MCC information (i.e., Expanding Our Horizons, include the proposal and syllabus as one file when attaching, and select “Yes” for the “Is this an MCC Core course?” Attribute). Dean’s offices and UBUS will approve new courses, but the Marquette Core Curriculum Committee will approve courses for the MCC.






Discovery Tier Course Review:
Expanding Our Horizons

Fall 2026 (for the AY ’27-28 Bulletin)

1. Course Number and Title:

2. Department offering course:

3. Course Description (Bulletin description will suffice):

4. How does this course address the Expanding Our Horizons theme? How does it help students understand the theme from this particular disciplinary perspective?

5. Indicate at least one Core Learning Outcome to be attached to the course and at least one learning objective for the course that specifies student learning expectations related to the Expanding Our Horizons theme.

6. Describe the assignments and activities in the course that will ask students to make substantive connections between the course topic and the Expanding Our Horizons theme. 

7. How will the Discovery Theme Guiding Questions be integrated into the course?

8. Do you expect that more than one faculty member in your department will teach this course over the next five years or is the course typically taught by just one individual?

9. Please attach a sample syllabus that reflects these responses and includes the following required elements:
1. At least one Core Learning Outcome and at least one learning objective clearly related to the Expanding Our Horizons theme
2. A paragraph identifying the course as part of the Expanding Our Horizons theme in the Discovery tier of the MCC and connecting the topics covered in the course to at least one of the Expanding Our Horizons Guiding Questions
3. A description of the activities or assignments that ask students to make connections to the Expanding Our Horizons theme



