
MCC/UCCS Advising Guide for Spring 2019

Advising Students on the MCC
1. Taking the long view of a student’s career: The MCC committee recommends going forward that in future students where possible should be advised to complete MCC requirements in a 4-3-2-1 format: four MCC courses in their first year (preferably two in each semester), three in their second year, and so forth. This means that students who are enrolled in 3 MCC courses this semester should be advised to take only 1 MCC course in the spring. This will allow other students to stay on track with their plans as well. 

2. Opportunities to explore interests: Students should be introduced to the idea that there is no such thing as a “wasted” class. This is certainly not language that we use at Marquette, but there is a sense that some parents and students come to the core with that perception. Advisors are in a unique position to shape students’ awareness and perceptions about how the core fits into their time at MU.  Students—especially those who have not yet declared majors, or with majors that have “room” for minors or second majors—should be encouraged to use the electives they take in the first and second years as opportunities to explore majors, minors, certificates, or areas of personal interest.  

In other words, students should be guided to the understanding that 1) they will engage the core throughout their careers at Marquette, 2) electives, especially those that might lead to personal growth or additional fields of study, should not be left to their last few semesters.  For virtually all of our students, the MCC and their chosen fields of study will be fully integrated throughout their years at Marquette.

3. Declaring Discovery Tier Themes: A few students, particularly transfers, may be ready to choose their Discovery Tier theme.  First year students should wait until spring to declare their Disco Tier Themes.  For your reference, the themes can be found here. The form for officially “declaring” themes can be found here. Note that we hope to be adding additional themes in next bulletin year, so it is to students’ advantage to wait until a more complete course listing is available.

Note: A fifth theme called Expanding Our Horizons has been approved for the 2019-2020 school year.  It combines the courses originally approved for the Exploring the Unknown, Sustainability, and Creativity and Technology.

Practical Considerations
1. A number of Discovery Tier, ESSV2, and Writing Intensive courses will be offered in spring 2019.  The Schedule of Classes and Snapshot will provide lists of MCC offered courses.  There is not a separate list of offered courses on the MCC website.  


3. A full slate of Methods of Inquiry courses will be offered in 2019-2020, with roughly equal numbers of seats each semester. Course descriptions will be posted on the MCC website and will be included in the course “notes” section on Checkmarq.  Current first year students should be encouraged to take their MOIs in fall 2019.  Incoming first year students—except for Honors students—should be strongly discouraged from taking MOIs in their first semester.

Teaching Out the UCCS
1. Many students still need to finish the UCCS. Departments are committed to offering enough sections for students under the old core to complete it by spring 2022.  But students should not delay fulfilling these requirements, especially lower division courses; opportunities for UCCS courses will likely dwindle as departments’ responsibilities in the MCC grow over the next two years.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]In general, students entering prior to fall of 2018 are expected to complete their UCCS requirements as planned. However, for students with special concerns that make finding classes to graduate on time particularly challenging, the MCC has identified that the following MCC courses can substitute for UCCS requirements. Students may not double dip – that is each MCC substitution can be used to fulfill only one UCCS requirement. These substitutions apply only to courses taken in Fall 2018 or after. Any student who wishes to substitute an MCC course for a UCCS course needs to complete a substitution form.

	Courses in MCC
	
	UCCS Requirement

	ESSV Foundations
	may be taken to substitute for
	Diverse Cultures

	ESSV or Discovery course:  Any HIST offering
	may be taken to substitute for
	History of Cultures and Societies

	ESSV or Discovery course:  Any ENGL literature offering
	may be taken to substitute for
	Literature & Performing Arts

	Any THEO Offering (in MCC or not)
	may be taken to substitute for
	Theology (second course)

	Discovery course:  
Any Social Science
	may be taken to substitute for
	Individual and Social behavior

	Discovery course: 
Any Math
	may be taken to substitute for
	Mathematical Reasoning

	Discovery course: 
Any Natural Science 
	may be taken to substitute for
	Science and Nature

	Writing Intensive Designated course
	may be taken to substitute for
	ENGL 1002





