Discussion Rubric - 16 Points
The purpose of a discussion is to develop a dialogue between students, experiencing a rich exchange of ideas and providing an opportunity to learn from one another. It is also practice for effectively conveying ideas to a group in a professional and respectful manner. Discussion participation includes your initial post, and your replies to peers.  
	Performance Indicators
	Excelled (4)
	Met (3)
	Developing (2)
	Needs Improvement (1)

	Substance
	· at least two paragraphs in length and are well developed

·  clear evidence of critical thinking (analysis, synthesis, evaluation, or application)

· new ideas are introduced as a result of deeper thinking when asking questions or making observations
	· some critical thinking and development of the topic is evident

· comments or questions add to the discussion by expanding others’ thinking. 

· posting is a paragraph.
	· minimal thought and critical thinking are apparent 

· comments and questions do not add to the comprehensive discussion

· posting is only a sentence or two


	· comments and questions diminish class discussions

· show little original thought, and largely repeats the text or classmates’ remarks

· posting consists of a few words

	Promptness
	· initial post is made by due date

· replies are made by due date
	· initial post is made with a day of due date

· replies and other postings are made while the discussion is active, but after due date
	· initial post is made within a day of due date

· replies and other postings are made after discussion activity
	· initial post is made more than a day late

· comments and questions are of little value because there is little time left to discuss

	Interaction
	· responds to a minimum of two classmates  

· collaborate with others by responding to classmates’ questions and statements; provides insight and/or clarification 

· demonstrates initiative by taking a lead in discussions.
	· responds to one other student
· some collaboration and initiative is evident in class discussions
	· responds to one other student 

· little collaboration and initiative is seen in class discussions.
	· no substantive responses to others’ remarks 

· no collaboration or initiative is seen in class discussions because comments are random and do not engage others in the dialog



