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were hurtling science and technology forward at a pace that
only incredible sums of money could finance. Royalty income
helped, but it had a 17-year terminus and when Arthur
Schmitt would leave the picture nothing more could be antici-
pated from this source.

Even more significantly, the Internal Revenue Service in-
formed the foundation that it could no longer run businesses
created by Arthur Schmitt’s patents and that it should discon-
tinue research if it wished to maintain its exempt status. It had
been the premise of Arthur Schmitt and his advisors that
patents not only would provide royalties but more importantly
would launch business enterprises from the patents to provide
the longevity lacking in royalties.

Late in 1954, therefore, Arthur and the foundation directors
concluded that 1) the foundation’s purposes could no longer be
served unless Fournier provided education for electronics en-
gineers at the doctoral level and 2) for a tiny institution like
Fournier this was manifestly impossible, more obviously so
because of the IRS rulings. Even on the bachelor’s level,
Fournier costs were reaching $20,000 per graduate, whereas
larger institutions were managing in the 1950s with expendi-
tures of less than $10,000 per student. A faculty of 14 served 89
students in the final year.

The foundation regretfully determined that it could do more
to accomplish its basic purposes by granting fellowships to
carefully selected bachelor graduates at chosen universities
toward the attainment of graduate degrees. Funds could also
be allocated to certain engineering colleges to help develop and
broaden their curricula.

With this policy revision, the undergraduate classes of
Fournier Institute of Technology terminated on June 30, 1955.
Students who would normally have continued the following
year were granted full scholarships, including room, board,
and tuition at other universities. Notre Dame received 34
students, all of whom were graduated with bachelor of science
degrees, Marquette University accepted 16, of whom 15 gradu-
ated, and the University of Illinois received 16, with 15 earning
degrees.
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Samuel Cardinal Stritch,
archbishop of Chicago,
presides at a Fournier
graduation, held in the

Armory Building.

Arthur Schmitt extends his
congratulations to a
graduate who mastered the
rigorous academic program.

A grateful Father O’Malley
accepts a check as a gift to
DePaul University from one
of its most beloved trustees.
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In all, Fournier in its 12-year history graduated 171 students
at the high-school level and 80 at the college level with bache-
lor of science degrees in electrical engineering.

It was a sad decision for Arthur Schmitt, perhaps the saddest
of his life. The Cottage was to keep him close to these special
young men in his declining years and thereafter would serve as
the school’s administration building. Now it was barely
finished— and so was the project that had dominated his think-
ing for many years. But his contemporaries recall he gave no
sign that he considered the turn of events even a mild misfor-
tune. It was not in his nature to evidence the regret he must
have felt at the demise of a project so close to his heart and
which he had sustained through the war years when his com-
pany itself was making extraordinary demands upon his time
and resources.

But Arthur Schmitt was a hard-headed business man who
long ago had learned to measure shrewdly and practically the
pros and cons of given decisions. The question now became
what to do with these idle Fournier buildings and grounds.

During the war years, he had become acquainted with
Father O’Malley, who had been installed in 1944 as president of
Chicago’s DePaul University. Founded in 1898 to serve
Chicago’s young men and women from a largely Catholic im-
migrant population not generally welcome elsewhere, DePaul
had grown steadily until, with the end of World War 11, it was
ready to serve over 11,000 students. Arthur Schmitt joined a
DePaul board of lay trustees formed in 1946 to promote the
University’s general welfare and development.

He became increasingly respectful of what the Vincentian
Fathers, who administered the University, and their faculties
were doing to foster careers in law, commerce, education, lib-
eral arts and sciences, and other fields for young people, many
of whom had to work to gain their educational goals. His
personal friendship with Father O’Malley grew as they shared
mutual problems at Fournier and DePaul. After the death of
Arthur’s mother in 1954, Father O'Malley was frequently in-
vited to the Cottage on weekends, saying Mass for Arthur and
his sister, Eleanor, They had frequent chats on the patio as they
overlooked the gently sloping acres.
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Anticipating the close of Fournier, Arthur asked Father
O’Malley what could be done with the properties. Could his
community, named the Congregation of the Mission by their
founder, St. Vincent de Paul, make use of them? Father O’Mal-
ley cited the desirability of a minor Vincentian seminary in the
environs of Chicago. In time, the foundation made arrange-
ments to turn over the Fournier estate as a gift in successive
stages.

Thus, the old Fournier Institute reverted to its original use,
serving first as St. Vincent de Paul Preparatory Seminary for
high-school students contemplating the priesthood and later,
with the addition of De Andreis Seminary, a four-year center
for theological studies preparing young men for the priesthood.

It was a solution which came as close as anything could to
assuage Arthur’s sense of loss at the demise of Fournier. His
deep religious instincts persuaded him that this was a worthy
cause to which it could be well devoted. Perhaps his sentiments
were best expressed in a comment he made as he and a founda-
tion trustee walked across the grounds shortly after the deci-
sion was made to close Fournier. Arthur stopped and, gazing
across the landscape, said, “Maybe what the world needs more
than anything else are engineers of the soul.”
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