GSO Town Hall #1 — Meeting Notes
Date: Friday, September 25, 2026
Time: 3:00–4:00 PM
Location: Microsoft Teams
Hosted by: Graduate Student Organization (GSO)
1. Welcome & Introduction
· GSO President Sumaiya Chowdhury welcomed new and returning graduate students to the first Town Hall of the 2026–2027 academic year.
· The Town Hall was introduced as an open platform for graduate students to raise questions, concerns, and suggestions and receive information and guidance from GSO.
· The meeting agenda included Graduate School updates, upcoming GSO events and initiatives, and an open discussion for graduate student feedback.
2. Graduate School Updates & Guest Presentations
Proposed Graduate Minor
· Dr. Carrianne Hayslett and Dr. Lizzie Kerrick introduced a proposed Graduate Minor, currently in the early stages of conceptualization and proposal.
· The proposed minor would provide graduate students with a structured opportunity to take a designated set of courses outside their primary discipline, similar in concept to an undergraduate minor.
· Unlike taking individual courses of interest, a graduate minor would consist of a predetermined set of courses designed to build complementary skills and knowledge in a particular area.
· The speakers noted that additional courses required for a minor may potentially be covered by existing assistantship or scholarship support, depending on the student's individual plan of study and available funding.
· Students in later stages of their programs, including students who have completed their primary degree coursework, may potentially be able to complete a minor after their DQE or at another point in their program. However, this would depend on factors such as funding, workload, research, and writing commitments.
· The Graduate Minor is not yet available. The proposal must first go through the university approval process.
· Courses taken through the University Exchange Program with UWM or MCW remain an existing option for students interested in individual courses outside Marquette. These courses would not necessarily be part of a Graduate Minor, which would consist of a specifically defined set of courses.
· Graduate School representatives indicated that they have reviewed graduate minor models at other institutions and consulted with institutions that have recently established similar programs while developing the concept for Marquette.
Change to Graduate Full-Time Credit Requirement
· Dr. Lizzie Kerrick provided an update on the change to the graduate student full-time enrollment threshold beginning in Fall 2026.
· The university's full-time status requirement for graduate students has changed from 7 credits to 6 credits.
· The change was made in collaboration with campus offices including the Registrar, Financial Aid, and Office of International Education, in response in part to changes in federal financial aid guidelines.
· F-1 international students: Although Marquette considers 6 credits full-time, students on an F-1 visa are currently still required to enroll in 7 or more credits to meet federal visa requirements. The university is working through the necessary approvals and will provide updates as the situation changes.
· The change may particularly benefit students who have only 6 credits remaining in their program. Previously, such students might have needed to enroll in a continuation course, such as dissertation, TA, or RA continuation, to maintain full-time status.
· Under the new university policy, students enrolled in 6 credits would no longer need a continuation course solely to reach the previous 7-credit threshold, potentially eliminating the associated $100 continuation course fee.
· Students who need full-time status for federal or private loan deferment may also qualify for full-time status at Marquette with 6 credits.
3. Upcoming GSO Events & Initiatives
The following events and programs were highlighted:
· GSO Game Night: September 25 at the Wellness & Recreation Center, featuring pickleball, volleyball, soccer, and board games.
· Backpack Program Service Event: GSO will organize a volunteer event with the Backpack Program to help prepare food packages for community members in need.
· Graduate Student Writing Groups: Held Tuesdays–Thursdays, 4:30–6:30 PM in Raynor Library Room 134. The writing groups provide dedicated space for graduate students to write, share ideas, and receive peer support. GSO representatives are present during sessions.
· Bucks Game: GSO has reserved tickets for an upcoming Bucks game. Students were encouraged to purchase tickets early due to limited availability.
· Graduate Student Retreat: A graduate student retreat at Holy Hill, organized in collaboration with Campus Ministry, was announced for October 3. The event was described as open to students regardless of religious affiliation or participation.
· Graduate Student Fitness Programs: GSO is partnering with the Recreation Center and SWIM program to offer several fitness opportunities for graduate students, including mindful morning yoga, cardio kickboxing, yoga, and an introductory weightlifting session.
4. Anonymous Communication Form
· GSO highlighted the Graduate Student Anonymous Communication Form as a way for students to raise questions, concerns, suggestions, or other feedback anonymously.
· Students may optionally provide their name and email address if they would like follow-up; otherwise, identifying information is not required.
· The form allows GSO to identify recurring concerns and advocate for graduate students with the appropriate university offices.
5. Examples of GSO Follow-Up Through Anonymous Feedback
Graduate Writing Support
· Students previously expressed concerns about the availability of support for academic and scientific writing across disciplines.
· In response, GSO worked with the Graduate School to develop additional writing support, including the current Graduate Student Writing Groups.
· The Graduate School is also exploring discipline-specific, zero-credit courses focused on writing support. These courses would allow graduate students to receive additional support without additional tuition costs.
Parking
· Students raised concerns about access to high-demand parking passes and the ability of graduate student commuters to obtain them.
· GSO discussed the concern with Marquette University Police Department and relevant university personnel.
· Parking passes are currently available on a first-come, first-served basis rather than being restricted to a particular student or faculty group.
6. Open Discussion & Questions
· Students were invited to raise additional questions, concerns, or challenges related to their graduate programs and experiences at Marquette.
· No additional concerns were raised during the final open discussion period.
· The meeting concluded early, and attendees were encouraged to participate in the GSO Game Night later that day.
