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Prefa.ce 

This study 1san attenq;>t t ·o show that priestly 

functions, flowing out from a continuing intensification 

of prifiUjt:ly sanctity, are eff·active instrumental causes ·in 

the grace life of the Church. In proportion as a priest is 

open to the redeeming power of Christ,tnat is, open in so 

far as his personal life shows forth a oontinual acceptance 

of entering into Christ's redeq>tive attitude, that attitude 

by wbtch Christ redeemed mankind, the attitude of a.ocepting 

his Father's will; thus he beoomes Christ's voice, a man of 

th~ ChurQh~ a man of saorifice, the link between Christ's 

redemptive love an<;i the Christian cOl11l1.mity accepting this 

love 80 that it continues to express sacrificially and 

effectively that acceptance of the Father's will which is 

the source of our salvation. 

In Ignatius we have an ilQport:ant w.itnessshowing the 

relationship between individual 'and communal '$anctity~ 

Priestly sanctity cannot deve.lop apart from the Christian 

COtlJlLlnity.. It grows in proportion as it contribute.s to the 

sanotification of the c,OlllDJlnity. iI'he sanctity of the com.-

rounity grows in proporti.on as it contributes to the 

sanctification of ita priests (Mag~ 6, 2; 7, 1-2).. Since 
t 
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there is one God, one Christ, one Christian BodYt one 

Eucharist f one love; Christ i8 not truly ours, and we. are 

not genuinely Christians. unless W~ have one p-rayer f 'One 

mind, one hope, one love ... - 0'ne Christ loving himaelf ~ 

An analysis of the Epistles of Ign&ti.uB ~il1 be made 

with a view of fornulating a stateme,nt of 19natiusfthought 

on the nature. of the Church, Sacraments and the Chri$tian 

Life. The evidence within the Epistles brings out the 

na.ture of priestlysanotity as the acceptance of viotim .. 

hood; that in proporti.on a.s the prie.at accepts and 

exercise.s his victimhood within the cOIDDl.mity of Christ; He 

will playa major role. in the Christian Couwnity's accept­

ance of Redemption and the giving of itself in the spirit 

of victinnood to God the Father. 

1 aID de~ply g.rateful to tn4!t Faculty of the Theology 

~part_nt Whose enthusiasm has motivated this effort.. 'I'b.e 

'l'besi,s COuaittee is deserving of ,special tnention. their 

criticism Qnd suggestions were helpful in different stages 

of this project. Above all, I run indebted to nw Thesis 

Director, The. RevQ'l"'end Be.ma.rd J 0 .CQoke t S.J., to/ho gave 

generOUsly of his learning. andQf his time . 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1!,NA'l'IUS, mE _WRITER 

An introduction to this study mat open with e. word 

about_ Ignatius as the writer of the Epistles which bear his 

name. One of the. most: valuable thi..ngs thllS0 It:pistl($s have. 

to b;vi.ng to us is a vivid. picture of his personality . There. 

are not many figures in the post-Apostolic Churoh of which 

it is possible to paint a Character S.tudy, but of 19natius 

Or . Torranee observQs: of all the early Fathers it is the 

figure of 19natius which comes neaJ;'est the Apostolio picture 

e.s' we find it in the Ne~~ Testament . His Christian.ity is 

centered wholly round the Person of Christ who still lives 
1 

on in the ChUrch. P .. Sohaff lJo1J:'ites: "Ignatius $tands out 

in history as the ideal of a Oa~ho:U.c llJartyr it • • .. • •• He is 

the incarnation. as it {fere of the thre,e closely connected 

ideas: the Glory of MartyrdQm, the Onn1potenc~ 0·£ th~ 
2 

Episcopacy" and the liatNd of Heresy and Schisma fl 

l'l'orranee, '1\ F oJ Gr.i1.ee . in the. Af>2stoU.c J~·iJ.thet's </ 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.. . \1m. B ~ Eerdmans Publishing 00 ., . 
1959. 

2 SQhaff, P .. , Quoted in Nicene ,and Post~Ni¢ene Fathers , 
Vol.. 1:, p ~ 167, Col . 2 • Grand Rapids, Michigan.. t-llD~ B.. . 
Eet'dmans PUhlishing Co .. t 1961 .. ' 
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Ignatius. ~!las not a $~cul.ati~e theologian.. He is a 

tll.tl\eSS to the actual. ~eaehing~ of Mstorical.. Christianity. 

T~ ,keep thasi! intact in thei.r Ol"iginal ,purity is his chief 

ende.avor : to warn agaiu$t ta~ring with the. Body of Ohris ... 

tiall truth h.a:nded Q.ow by t.he APQstles . a.is intelreat 1..$ 

the fact$ of Christian:ity.o The.re is not a para.graph i.n His 

letter's but re.minq\~ us of S1: .. Pa:1.11's e.dtnotd.tiQ~ tQ the 

Cori:nthians (1 Col" ~ 11 :2); '1U'tthQl<1 your traditions juSt as 

I have handed theta on to you . " This insistanee on tradition 

gains 'ne.r..i signif1oa:nce f .ir"O.Dl the. fact that the. l.ette.r$ Wf,l.I"e. 

't1t'itten about A. D. 110, that is. onl y a1x>ut fiftee.n ():t~ 
3 

t~nty y~ars after the de.a.th of the. last Apostle~ 
" ~-- . --.~~. ~--~<-- . --.--,- .-.--. -.--~ ~--~-. 

' Kle.ist, J . Ao t The. E i s t l es 0.£ Sf:. Ole-men'!:; of aomeand 
St ." 19:natiu;a of Antioe ". West tU~ter. Mar ysn4. . The Neuman 
P t'6 .SS , 1961, p . 57" 
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The ,selection of the 19nal::ian Epistles ;f·or· this study 

waB influeno~4 by their" pe'lf'd.ne:ncft <.Uta oe.ntrality to N~w 

Te$~alnent Lit~ratur$.. Th~~ writing~ f:rom within the EalZ'ly 

Church ~:roV'id.e ~quate evidence to apprecia.te Ignatd.:us f 

4 
hypothetieal l.dea o.f priesthood in a pO$t:-apQstGli.c agQ Q 

4Themore ~cent e.x-.:ellent stud.1es dealing with the 
'l"heology of 81::. Ignatius ¢'anbe .found ~n Oorwin~ V.. .§!.:. 
IS!atiue and "enr~Btianitl~;n ,Anti;~h. . 'NQ~l Haven, Yale 
Un1ver.slty Press, 19QO. P~ofessor Corwin formulates the 
Theology of St .. Igrllltius and co&Dpare.. it with that of the 
other early w:rite.ra ~ Her book is the fillrat in Engll.sh to 
present Ignatius in. the full Qontext of se&Qrtd ... centu1."Y 
Christian. and non,.OhJl"istlan thought . 'l'lU.6 wot"k a1.$o 
e~ntains a complete b:i.bU.ography on ,the chief bool«J And 
article.s currently $vailable for an 19natian Study. efr. 
:t.Awsc)nt J . , A The.ological.andttistQ~:ic~l l~troduetipn 'to 
The Ae2eJtol-,1~. Father,s " New YOrk. The" MaeniU.itm -'Co o /; 1.961, 
POll' anexce.llent cC).CiMnte.~y ot the 'mpistle:s,. ctr. Al.tan~rt 
B. , Patrol:c>u. New Y01;'k. Herder ,and Re.t'der;; 1:960. 
Quasten • .1 . t ra,t'ro)c.f3Y. Westr.ainlllter. l~ewmant 1.950. 
Ancie'C\tC"..hrisd.an \~iter~. Westminster, 1948 . 'Fol" thorough 
re;ferenees on. edlt!ons, translations ,and studie$o 
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'l:"HEOOCnUNE OF lGNATIUS 
~~< 'III 

The doctrine (tf St . Ign&tiusof Antiooh 1s simple anc1 

profound; full. of t'l..ch iltlplieatloll.S . It ie eminently 

tiealistic, in the. s~e th4t it flow. ff'ODle. divinely i iven 

experi..e.neeof the inttx>st ~al1ty of the mystery of Christ 

in His Chunn. Tl'\Q key to that experie.nce. is Ignatius' 

faith in the reality of the body and spirit of the ·Incar ... 

n.a.te WON, the. 1'8'alityo ' of tlle passi on aru1 Aiurt'ection of 

Ohrist. and the "aU.t10£ QUlt .saer~nt.al, cOUllWniQu in HiiJ 

bQdy 'and bl.ood in those sublime l.itut'gicalmy6teriea where 

tnemembe't"s of Chri'st are "CO'D.$lJrtiDated in unity~ n 

'l"he prayer for unity in the Gospel of St . JOM\ SUmg up 

this situation perfe.ct!'·Y' 

•• '!' All that is nUM is yours, and yQUl"S is mine ; a.nd 

the, are. u\y ero'tming gio"Y., I ala tu)t long tor tllis world; . . 

butthe.y nmain tn the world; wbiu I aiU about to ~eturn to 

you . goly Fathfald Keep them 1'Oy&1 t.o your name. which YQU 

have given me . ~y they l)e. ~ne. as we elm one! (In. 17:10 .. 

1.1) . 

ttHowever" t do not pre-yfer them atene; 1 also pray £01" 

those who througll th~!r )?re(f.Clhing will believe in me . All 

are to k on~; just Q$ you. Father', are in me and. I am in 
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YQU,SO they too Are to be. Qnle tn Us . 'l'hEi world must COtrJ!il). 

to beli:~v$ thatl am )7OU1" aWiu.\ssadot' . 'l'heglQ~ you have. 

b$st<;,wJ'e.d 0-'\ me· 1 havebestQwed on thetn,. that they my be. one 

as weA1:"l'iti ·t)n~ 9 ... 1 in the~ IiUld you in me .. thus the;irone ... 

tl,1]I:S2 will. be pfl.;rfected. 'l"he 'Wot'l14 must come to ackn0wledge 

that .I am your ambaJ'.usaaor, and. that you love th:i!~ c,s you 

love .Jl1e . " (Jn ~ 17: 2·0 ... 23) . 

rh~' onene.!is· of th$ eoltll'nU.nity of Christ eoul.cl. hardly 

be. put rootN';. forcibl.y; noton1.y thi$, but it l.$ here that 

one . "an see the se.n.$,e~ so to ;speak,. of the itt.¢arnation; 

dea.thand~su.r~tion of Ch~i~t; .~od did these thillgs in 

o.ruer that he might ~e'OUie his community and that the 

lovi~, ~eciecuningt dialope Sho1;11d be Qompl.et~d.. 'The nefl 

Illlraelis a ne~~~ showing forth of God;, it has "put on 

Chrl~t" in bapd.$lll (GaL l = 21), and is sent out to pt"Qclaim 

th.e lilYste..X"y of salvat;i.on to, tbta 'Ci:OUl!lUrU.t1 of tne.. world" t~ 

show Ghrist to tbe w(),rld by sh()wing Jit$elf in oJ;"det" that 

all wenndght be bro~bt in.to tbl3cbarismatio unity liith 

the Fathar (l·ft ~ 11 s 27~: Mt. as; 19) . 

Tbs OhurOh to whioh St . eaul g;i.V'e.$ the name. Hbod, of 

Cb.t'l.J;!t:" O:pn. 1:22~23)SI b£t$ untty 1\Ot as at!mark" by which 
• 

it can be. l'eeognize.a as 41vit\e.ly o~iMtl,but ratber tt&l 

unity simply Qi.s:ts becauseth.e Chu~"eh i8 the bod." cf 
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Christ through which he continues his ptn"petu~l revelationo 

The worl.d tmows that God has sent Cbrist (In •. 17: 23) t be-

cause in his body they can see him, manifesting himself 

now, in us.. '1'his manife41tation is only fully possible as 

long a.s weare open to it and· permit itf, thl"ough graee, to 

shine out .. The Christ we lD4ike pre.sent to the world, and 

into whom We are baptized (1 Cor. 15:17)' is the. rise.n 

Christ. for the completion of the revealing act of the 

lncarnat ion § the act that makes this revelation redemptive, 

i .8 the Resurrection; this is in no way to detract fl"om the 

pasaion and death; but merely to insist on th.e orgaru.c 
. 5 

whole of our Lord's passion, 4eath and resur~etion. By 

the RAtsurrection and Ascension Christ is present to God in 

heaven as a man;. and in virtue of our ouene$S with Ch!t'bt 

through baptism and the Eucharist . God. knows us in him as 

~is,en with him. 'l"his is not to say tn.at this :is the only 

way God oan know us. but it is a l.oving wa.y.. tlb.en we. a.re 

known to him in this wa.y we are of the elect; when we are 

known independently of the risen Christ it is because we 

have eutourselves off from him by $in and a~ daD:1.able. 

S OUl'TWe. 11 , F o X., 'rne Re$UXTe.ct1on. New York, Sheed 
Iilnd Yard t 196Q. · -



7 

'the 4e.dicat iQn of the old. Isra.el tl1a.s, in Ei se.nse 

turned inwards ; it was expressed in terms of the Mosaic 

lat-1,. the crown of Which was the decalogu&$ The law delin ... 

eated the nature. of the old mor.al C01l1nlJnity; . :in the. new 

1$r-&e1 th.e dual function of: the moral community is to l.ove 

Christ and tQcEirry hirni.nto the whole world, so as to 
, 

effect its transfo~tion~ The new Israel is a180 a ~d .. 

ieated COUIDUllitV. but thisdedieation is not simply an 

inward t .hing, but a part of the expression of Christ ~ The 

law, li~ everything else, has been tlransfonned, and now 

we can .$uJn up all that is necessary in the two great com-

mandments Oit. 22:27-29 '; Mk. 12:29 ... .31; LIt. 10: .27).. This 

love is, an active thing and on wbat we make of our love of 

God, dapendsoul"sa;l vation .. 

It is not only in. terms of the, law that the new 81tua. ... 

ti<m differs. radically from the old,b\lt: a.1.so in t .erms of 

the priestly function of tlle. pe.t>ple. St . Peter repeats the. 

prollli.se in EXodus (1 Pet. ,2; 9) that wQ:area pt'lest;ly 

PQople. but ill place of the burnt offe~ings of the old 

Covenant. i~ i$ the Christ dead and risenwholll we , as 

Christ, offer in our sacriflce of thanksgiving, and it is 

in that offering that we prima\"ilyperfo~ our duty of 

making God pre.se.nt to' our fellow men. 'rbe announcement of 
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thll. mystery of Christ; thEamyetery of salv:ration, the. source 

of God's aid in ou~ part in our own redemption, even the 

source of the seal that tll&kea us free t baptism, is the Mass • 

. It is even more than the 1l"edemptive act ;0\1;- sael'ifice of 

thankagivingis also both the maans ·0£ our present u.nion 

with Christ an4the aetual showing forth of Ch).-ist in the 

liturgYQf the ~ord.. The many activities of the Mass are 

il'lSeparable, since each one depends upon the other; and ou:\!' 

sacrifiCl1 ... as a priMtly people is the sUUll1lAtion of .the 

whole dialogue between God and. man on thJ.s earth. It: is no 

exaggeration to say that the. normal function of the Mystical 

Body ia the sa:cr1fiee Of the M£\S.8, a sacrifice in which the 

whole community is the offering priesthood, the ministry ·of 

the new covenant . As the Mass is the flourceo£ life 

throughout t~ eoltltl'l.l1litf 80 too i .8 it the aoureeof light 

and of our unity. 

The Pauline comparison 'bettle.en the relationship of 

Christ and tbe Churoh and a man and hit; wife ia constantly 

balanced by his insistenee that the Church is Christ; tbis 

is no c:ontradiction but simply the ,.xpression of related 

aspea,tsoL the ChUrch as re<leeming, as revealing Christ ,. 

and as! the. cOl'!llJJnity of the. faithful. Witb th.e unity given 

by Christ we oan see the. opening out of Israel . Our l.tnow .. 
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ledge. of God has all the el.eants c('mtained in J$wish know .. , 

l~dge; God is numinous, destroying; fl;'Uitful .. creAting, 

omnipotent p loving; just and pe~8onal i but now li"e know so 

much WOre. God is a father with whom we can enter into a 

knowing an<1 li:lfl.ng 1"'elatLonship through his son, whioh in ... 

vol ves a share in his lii,a inaoncei vable to tne old. I 'srael. ~ 

Our Qomnun.ity is bound together by a CQvenant as was tbe 

oldeoP,tUnity,l>ut: this ti~ the. dedication in the. oovenant 

is not in terms of the law and 1'1::$ observa:nee f but .. mber ... 

ship of' an4 Q,ommittl.'Je.nt to the Son Qf Go4 . To the extent to 

which we acoe.pt the: 6Mre in God t slife!' t'lhe.n we. Ifputon 

Christ" in baptism we are mambers ot Christ. we are the 

vehicl.e of God l S neW re.velation. And in vie.w of this t the 

Church. is Christ x-eve.al,l,ng hi,_elf to us new, and we are. 
6 

pa.rt of t~ Chu-reb.. 

It 1. in the ChlWeb thAt: haa be-e.n called Ur$~kra.1'lle.nt 

that we eneounter God, but the Church is the body of Christ 

and i.t i .$ clear that hQre we have tlw: fulfill_nt of the 

words of our Lord in .1n .. 14:6 ... 7 . OUr encounter with God is 
." .,.; ~ 

6SChil.l$bee.t:lex. E_, u'l.""i:te Saoramenttu An Eneountal'l' 'Whh 
God, n itl ~i$t.ianity Div~.<1:ed . New Yor-k, Sbiiaed art4 t4ara.. 
1961.. p . 256 . 
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always through the 80n in the Oh.u¥'Ich, that is to sQ.y tha.t 

whatever tb~ fOX'Ul ofQur encounter in terms of reU.gious 

expe:rienc~t it is $ubo2:'dinat.ed. tQ tbat meeting of the. whole 

man s4}.cramental1y j and that the ncu;'mal, even the. best kind 

of meeti.ng, is that e.xperienced. by Christians at the. 

saOl'amenta.l e;:.olMllnaltneal of Mue:Uii . 

In the portrayal of the 1&$1:: jud~ement (14t .. 2S~3l ... 46) 

we see. what it is W~ hay. to do to bring Ohrist 1:.0 men; we 

Imlet feed Christ,. house hi.u1 $nd comfort him.. The unity with 

and in Christ that is oonSUhlmated in the Euchnri$t bt"eaks 

out as a l:i.fegivit\i force in l;he double aotivity of the 

Word and works. The task of the united, loving e,oIlm.mit1 

of God is to redeem by trans~Qrmation the community of the 

worl.d. We whtl arebapf.;.i'Zed in Chria)t are the new wen (2 Cor. 
J 

!h1.7; Eph .. 2~lS; Ih24; 001 . 3:1.0) " ~ne"d by thedea;h and 

reaun"ect ion of our Lori .. It d~s, not do to try and. 

inhibi..t the. ahowing of Christ 1:>y with drawing into. our own 

private 1"e1.igious world into whi~h \we want to. draw all 

oth.~r JDIiln; ;,*ather ·~ u.ust take QUi:' m:.Lss;ion as ~Ulbersof 

Christ seriously by ~ibiting his justice in OqJ:' actions , 

as the neW' leaven in the coUJwnit1 of the worlda 

Christ has sent us, to procl.aim the tny'ste~y of salva .. 

tion. but tha.t prooltuDa.tion is an affah- of deeds as well 
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a.s of Yl0rd~ and uhat we have to convert is the. co.nnunity of 

the world,. whi.ch is noti:n itself evil but &;imp:ty awaiting 

tranGfQrtnation. the Qoonge. that 'We til"e all. lo"aiti:ng far ~s 

~mbars()£ Ch);'iGt; $ body (2 Pet; " 3: 10) .. OUr t€.tsk is not: to 

sUbsd.tute. one 'CQ;;nmunity, that ·of Christ, f\\)~ alWthel' 1i that 

of tho world. but to lliakEl the first ~oUIQUnity present to 

the second in iliueh a w~y that the oommunity of the world is 

open to the tran·6foX"lW\t ion by the Spill'it " 

The. eomm;,mity qf 00<1 is to be saved £$1 a conmunity •. 

God l"~()W$ and. love-a us in Chr.1.st, knows. us, in .faet, as 

ChI'i~t; this is a knowledge of us which suhsume$ the know ... 

1~4g~ of Us as individual-s' ~ 'We are in.d1vidull.l$, and oalwaya 

will ba, but our in4ivid'QaU.tv £..$ ~de pe.rfect in QUI" 

integration into the (!ommunity of Christ. The. ~ginni~ of 

the prOCefu~ of p:riestly perfeot.:.ion :b in ttd.sW'Orld when ~ . . 
a~4! Ctl+led upon tc ' 1tput on Christ"; by living (tUX'liven 

fu.lly in this worl.d;. whi.ch is God's ' 11.o",ld. as ~'ItIl.le:rs of 

Christ. WE.\ bl'i.ng Chri$t into the t'etaJ. h~n CQmD:Unity. To 

d0 this $ueoessful1J1 involves the recognition of the human 

eOlliWnit.y a.s gQod, and aboV'~ ~ll the x"e$.11zation that tb,Q 

Church too ie aCQElIJ4nity. 

In Septetl:lber l.950 the Hol.y Ii'ather, Pius XII, sent a 

tong e;ghort·a.t ion to all thtlt cl~rgy tbl'Oughoutthe wot'ld on 
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7 
"promotit'\g the. holiness of p1:'ie.stiy life. 1t 'this apostolio 

exhort at ion is pal.~ icularly concerned lvith the i'DOde:rn 

training of th,e futut'e pt'ieathoQa.. and that particular 

aspect of the ChJ;'istd.an prielJt;hood, nQ le.sB 'than any Qther, 

i$ of importance to th~ peopla af the. Churllllh &ewell. a$ to 

their ministers. For:' not only i.e the. pFl.ast responsibl.e. 

for the. means of sanotity v:h,ieh flow into, t:hewhole Church, 

but alsQQvery mes.n'ber Qf the Church is in SQma way respon.., 

ai'ble f~1" t .be holiI\ess of the prie&tl!: who lldni~ter to them. 

"l"'~e.d thta ilo¢k o'f God which is among YOU t taking eal;'e of 

it not by oonstJ;"aint but wil.l.in,glYD.ccot'dtng to God • • ~ 

being made a. pattarn. of tn. fl.ock from th.e heartH (1 Pet . 

5) • The pastors are to be amo.ng their flock and the. pat-

tern or ufot'lI1ll of th.Qse whom they feed . 

Igna'l';.i.us was full.y 4W~; that as eo Christi;;l:n, as a 

l,'>;"ie.st ,. aRd AboVe All Q$ ,@. b.ishop, hi; was fitle4 with the. 

gl.ory, of the. Risen Christ . His vo~at ion tQ ma.rtyi'4om was 

the pl.ed.ge of the imminent ~e,velati'Qn of that glory in him. 

consUJlll:l4tea i .n pe~fe.otaud eVe'll visible uni.onl> For Ignatius , 

and hieS c;ajntempo~~ie$ 'Ilrue (J,~nviMe4 tb.at tlle monaentthe 

sac,red pill$ .. d.:on. and ra.s'llr't'ection of the tore W:~~ tnad, 
n _ f 

7Piu~ XIl t Eneycl . Menti Nostr ae . 



v:lsiblea:ndmanife.st :in aia -.rtY't'. His witness, who 

entere4. thrwgi\ the PQ.s·oha Gh~isti~. into perfect ,and 

undying union with the Rise.n Lord. 
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His f ·a.Jl1)US pl"ayel' (Ad Rom..£&., 1). "'... GOd' $ wbea t I am, 

and b,ythe teeth of wild b$Qsts I am to be ~()und tha.t I 

may beco&n$ptlN bread of Christ .. tI This is not oniy the 

voice of the martyr and witness to the ;p.isen Ohris,t; but 

also th$ voice of the bishop and witness to Christ living 

:tn tbe Mystel'y .of Hi-s Chureh~, It is the voice of a high 

priest. a man of thti Chu\t"oh, sr.l)a..nOf sac .. ifio~J tilho 

Q1e{t~1y J['0aliaes that the Eucllariat is the living4n.d. 

radiant center of the JI~,te'rY Qf the Church.,. for t .here 

Christ gathers the. faithful about the bis.hop t -o unite 

1!hem with His sacrifice an.dshare with them the fruit of 

nis gleriou& victot'Y, ' 
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TEXT ANALYSIS 

ON 

THE EPISTLES 0' IGNAliIUS OF ANTIO. (lIi . ,.. , . - - ~ ' ... . . ., . , I . " ' , . 

I~ 1'() ~ ERllll$~al!! 

Hlg:nE.\\tius, ttl '$:9 oalle.d 'rheophot"U$,t sends hc~t:test 

good '!."1~he$: f~r un.a.llQVGd jGY' :iJ;l Jesu.a Cl'n:ist to thta cnurcb 

at !ilphe~ru$ illAsiilo . lI! . fc:nrave~ um,te.4 $\0 ehoaenv tl)J'ou;h 

real .uff~rin~h by tbe will o~ ti:be F$1:iher ~ J'es\),$ Oht":1st 

t)w ·God·, ·' 

1 . tlwi:th J~,. in God Itlte:lcome.d YOUI!' C'o~ld1:y; wbieh 

ilKU';$~~ses. <;, . , a t'ight disposi.tion. e.nhanced by 

faitb and; lQve . ... Being ,imitat:01'''sof 004'1, you 

haV~t onee "$'ltot"ed to new 1.ife in the 8lood of 

God·t,. pe:rf~ctl.y aceompli;$had the t~k $0 natW?al. to 

you ~ ffThe ~~ek WQl"4.tng, atlQw~of anot-het" inter ... 

pl1etatl.on: t .neEpbQ$uns 'Owed th~ir re.putat,ion to , 

ita nQ,tuJ'~l 4ispos:i.eion.. a const1tutlotl.t;11. trait, 

li¥).-de: t'ight. I, Ol)'to Ha temper-ament rectified .. ( that 

is" $upemill\turaii~d) by fa.tto. a.n4 l.qve tbr'f.:>ugb . 

~SU& Christ . ,n Th!.$ ta.1).1u .. we.ll with what £·01 ... · 

l,,0\\'I$ : Reause they h,a4 ~en tt'.t'ef)tolt'ed to n(leW lif~ 

in the Blood ofGG4t ' (that is, had beCOtt.le Chrts ... 

tia:u$). th<ey 'YMt'eenabl~dto ~h$ngf! their n&ttUl"al. 

14 
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8 
benevolence into tht\ Christ.ian virtue G)f cbarity. 

! migbt .... obtain the favor of fighting wild 

beasts at neUle and through this favor be able to prove.my­

self ~ dis()d.ple. ...... tf In the idea of becomng a true dis· ... 

eipte wearQ intNdueed to one of the el'lQ'Qote~ist10 

tl'l¢ughts of these epistl.es" For I~a.tiua the essenC.6 of 

d1aeipl$$hip is to suffer with Christ ()tk.\> 7:34), and 

therafore the seel that one has indeed conaumwaeee dis~ 
9 

Qiplaship is to com to the Uartyris death. To ba a tNe 

disciple an<1 eo iLay 40lm his life for OhristwQSOM and 
.'" 

the. satae thing . ~' .. 

" .. Ii. I have recei veel y.our nUlDIarous cOl'llUl.1tUeyin the 

person of OnesillllS" III m,Q1\of inde$~iba'bleehArityand 

your bishop h~,rco'n earth. I pray you ...... to love him. and 

tfish aU. of you to ~e$embl.E! bim. Ble.s$ed, indeed. i$ He 

~$hos. grace made you wGrthy to possess 4JuQba bishop .• II The 

bishop is the gift of God to the Church. Otle.sil'1lls ~lN their 

visible ba.shop, in contt"ast with their invisible. bishop. 
10 

Christ . (Cfr. 1 P6ter 2~2S) .. 
"c - .......... ~ 



16 

2. " • • • glo't'i£y Jesus Christ Who h4$ glortfied you" 

so that you., fully trained. in UfianimoU$ aubmis .. 

sion. l\':lQ.y be slJbrnis$ivQ to th,e bishop and the 

J)i'~sbfteryji alld t'hus be sanc:tified in &V~ ~S'i" 

peet .. TI 'l'h~ princl.pleof san.ctity is unit}' tn the. 

ChUl"eh, and thCh prirl;l~1pl.e of unity 1$ olM.4ie.nce. to 

the bishop andpre.$bytery .. TbiEi is the thought 

characteristio of Ignatiu$. and is constantly 

J'eiterated. 

3... il ,. ,p lam ftotY'et~rtiec'ted in J&SU.,$ Christ. 

Indeilu, 1 ,4Ql now but being init:i.atedintQ dis ... 

eip.leshiJ>. and 1 adQrefiJ$ you as tq £e11,ot11' dis ... 

cipl.es . 1! ThQ due goal of Chrieti4iln diseiple.snip 

,is 1lli!U"tyrd,O$ H.,.._ live in ha.nnoll,)" with the mind of 

God .. it. j ,eSU$ Chrl.str, gur iMfilparalJle life, fo.r His 

part iSllhe m.i.n.d of the Path."" just &$ the, bishops 

.. ".. represent fot", theit' part th~ mitulof Jesus 

Chl"iat ~ 

·4.. "~ .... act in agreement t.1ith thom1nd -of the: bishop; 

an~ this YQu. do ~" .. y~ur preobytery .. . II. i$ 4 

credit ' fra God; fat" it ha~n!%e$with the bishop 

all) Qompletely &$ th$ $t)."ings with. a. harP.. It 

profits YOUt the.refQ"; to continue i.n yo·ur flaw ... 
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t-esa Un..l;i;y, that you may at. a11 time'$ have' a share 

in GQd., If 'l'heul\11;f of the-chuF~h is lil~~fied to 

harmony in ,Jllt.ud.c. The. principle of unit)"" both 

a:JIlOl.1g ~sbYtery {md paople f iEl ob.e.dienee to the 

bishop. 

5.. tt '" ~ '" 1 " ... bee,arne $'Q w~roJDly attach~d to your 

bishop .. an 4ttacht:llent: haMel tiQt on h.ulnan gNund.e 

but on spiritual - bow wen mo'~ do! count you 

happy wh. az"Q aa cl.ose,).y kri:tt to him as the Chureh 

1,; to Je.$\ls C;h;"ist ; and &$ J~Ut,us Chriivt: l.li to tbe 

Fathet"; As a .re.ault. the symphony o;i unity i$ 

~rteet , . • " .lJtl1ea. .a ,man is within, th.e ,sanctuary. 

he hafl to ' go wi.thout the B'read of God . (,In. 6 b 33) • 

As s.Ul."edly , if ehe pray~n" of Que or tw has s~h. 

eff lcaey t hOtl1 lQUcb mow that oit: the l)i$'ho~ . and the 

enti" cm.u:-chl iI Eve",), ~l..ie'Vet', and every gr,oup 

·of bel,ievers, can pray 'With power ~ 'l'bere is ,a 

priestly oMJ!'acter:b'thering in thawhole bo<f1y of 

tll$ ChUJ:'cll (1 Pet . 2;9). II ... . therefore,. not tl)­

oppos.e tbe bis.hep, that w_ l'.l1tay 'bellu~a$1ve to 

God .. u 1"ne priestly prinoiple is not limit~d 

exculsi'Vely to the ordaine.d Ministry. liowewr, it 

ili$th$ cU,seipl1n:ed and or4ered [),1"aye.lr of the. wnole 
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cot'por.ata body of the Ohureh whieh is. the. lU(}s t 

pre'Va.i,l.i:n~. praye.X'_ wbl,cn ts -CMr1.sti~n l'ra~r in 

t;h~ fuU • .est and Pl"'()~l" seiU>~ f>t the word. And i;:h~ 

lamncnt mai"k ·of tbls In\~\y$r :tnQ.()t'p()~et:El i$ '~'hat it 

is 1.4 by the l>1 .. 1\op. l'h.'Clnj,pr4'_p~aJ?'er ,of the 

Cht,n;"¢h. in 'whioh p:raye:~ ~~stQ its full POWl", 

i .s the Et.1.Cba)J;'lst;. The ~m1nantroaJtk of a. reuehari$t 

c~l~br.Q.t~d in: due and: ~~pet:' ord_t' is that it iti 

precs1.4e'd. overbjt the l>itdlO1?_ Tho$c', and· only 

twse ; t .. >hf) ~ein f ,e:t.:L('NQld,p w:t.tl\ the chunn in"" 

¢o:rpcJt'ate. p~sid.Q,dQ~r in due or4£!:r by thlll 

bishop, ba~ . a s~e lntne. Cbristi@ altar. and. 

partQ.~t!)f the 1>l"et'f;~of God. Tlle l){allop is .an 

abs~lute1..y ~sselltfal. limb of thtl bocty., fl)lr baa 

p:tes~nee aM p,~si<1_n~y ~n$lwinQ the p~incipl.e, ·(>.f 

d.!.s~iptine, $lld unity.. Yetwl'lat ia .6¢¢Qmpl.i4he4 at 

the C1c'lt'3.stiAn. altar 1$ bV U:o' mu.ns some"tbing dQ,tle 

to c1;'fOl'i" the (!CJ~gati.(ln ~y tbe b:1$bolh It is 

dene. l>yQc,;<1l tlirouS;h the whole. .body .f the. Chu~h. 

Q.$ and when that (lonoJ;"ate pl"lneiple is duly 

e.~~$se.d bytbepre..sid.o.ncy oft-he \)ishop~ in M.e. 
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19natiu$ veo.neel"'1.'l.. that tbe Chri$ti<'ll"t should not 

npPlI)fHl the bian(!)t? and be $ubmi$si ve to God 9 i n ... 

di~&t~$, that1:Pan in huwil!:ty' ntust aeo~pt bis 

utt~t' t\e$d of t,ihd;l,t Go:d. :C$l do fot'hlfn bei()n he 

t>lil1 y!e.l~ h.imself up t'o 6Qd, f.or Gedto 4(l :for 

him ,-toot QnlyGo4 can dQ . The eat't'bly 1.e~~0n in 

hut!dlityie eul:md..s.sion to thed11$cipl:bl.eof the 

Ch:d .. $tian cOU11Umt1, $;stlllb,01.i:oo4 itt the pet'$Qt'l of 
" . 

the bi$ho.p . Cou\fet:tl.fel," aelf-suffiolent 4M $(111.£ ... 

epinirf'lllat&d" twid~. wh!~be~u.$ei9 en~ :co f¢ll;"~al~ tl~ 

dd,s,cipl41$d fellol4'shi.P. is endnen.'t;l.ytbe s :tuiIJhiQh 

$ep~ra.t.a~llf~ G<Ki ~ <'r<lv .. 3:34; J~$ 4:6; 

t Pet~·'· 5lS) .. 

i~ "Fur'theX"BIOx's: th.a ~lt~ lat'liyona n'baerv~$ that lit 

bi$n~l' is dl$ct'ee.tl)-t~tl.~nt: Ii 'l'b.:~_t'e he sh,wl.d 

in f~a.lfQf· h~." '.th¢ b!4Jhop i$ a Fa.the~ in ... ·Gsd, 

tiQt atnastel;"; (lbedienJ~$ du~ 'to him is tb.~t of a. 

son, not 9. ser"Y'llUlt . ObQ4iene'6 is to l>e wUlin~h 
1.2-

nQteon$tr~in~d. !'l11a.inty~ 'vhe.n., pM should 

11 . . ' . .' i . 10" " Lawson, .] 0 A. , QP. e t . w, p ~ 9 ~ 

12 · :u 1"10 - "Ib:4Uo.u p~ .' . ~ 
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,400k 'IltJ;t!t!J.the bi$h.$'J) 44 \i1~1IJ. th(>; Lo,...,4 aim.'H'1~l.f ,. 

8. "Your lo\i11iest servant, (i . e. I davotemy life. to 

YOUi or" I offer myself as ill ransom for you; or, 1 
13 

am the meanest amonyyou.) 1: also conseorate 

myself to yot;1Epnes1ans - that Church whose renown 

will go down the ages . 

11.. II ••• let 'Us be found in union with Christ JeS\1SS0 

as to possea$ the true life. Thus I shall be 

feund in the ranks of the Chriatians of' ephesus, 

\liho haV'e ever be;Qn of one Ddnd with the Apostl.es 

tht~ough the poW'er of Jesu$ Christ . f! 

13 .. Ii ••• meet mot"e fnaque.ntly to oelebrate. GQdts 

Eucharist and to offe.r praise .... the forces of 

Satan are oVet'throWl\, and his bane.ful influe.noe is 

neutrali~e.d by th.e unanimity of your faith . It 

19na.tiu.s re.commends c.onc·Q'l'd and frequent e.uaharis-

tic gatherings as a safe _anti o,f undoing tl'U;!. 

machinatiollsof the enemies· of the Churoh, whethe:&." 

the.aeare "the forces of wiCkedness on highn U<,,:ph o 
1.4 

6;12), or earthl..y powers . 

13 . ' - i l' Klel.st, J . A. "op. ,ot., p .22 • . 

14Ibid. , p . 123 8 
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14. "Here is the beginni.ng and the e.nd of life: faith 

is the beginning, the end is love? and when the two 

blend pe~fectly with each other, t hey are God . 

o ~ • \V'i1.at t!:Ultter$ noW' i s not mere profession of 

faith f but whether one is found to be a¢tuat.ed by 

it to the end." 

15. "It is better to keep silence and be. something 

than to talk and be nothing. Teaching is an 

excellent thing, provided the speaker practices 

what he teache$." (i. e . ) The eloquent silence of 

the believal" who lives the Gospel. 

20.. " ••• show obedience with undivided mind to the 

bishop and the presbytery. and: to break the same 

Bread, which is the medicine of iDlllOrta1ity, the 

antidote against dee.th, and everlasting life in 

Jesus Christ. tI 

21. tIl Qfferzny life as a ransom ••• " 

II. To The ~~gnesians 

1. "Hhen I learned of your well-ordered God inspired 

love ••• " Their love was "well .. ordered because 

they 'Ware t1submis$lve to authority .. 'Il The lack of 

o~er in thecomnuniey is destructive of a truly 

Christian life. lam privileged to bear a name 
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radiant ~:ith divine splen4ior, &nd so in th·el ohtains 

whiclt I carry about on me I sing; th(;l pra.bes 0.£ 

the Chur~h.ea. and p.ray for union. in their midst, a 

union based Qnthe flesh and Spirit of Jesus, Christ , 

our enduring life; a union ba3~d on faith and love, 

the grea.test bless:in.:g; ~md most espeoially a union 

with Jesus SonG the Father. If in this union we 

patiently endure all the abuse of the. Prince. of 

this world and .eScape unscathed, we. shall ha.ppily 

make Gur "",ay to God." Ignatl.\18 writes in the full 

c(ms¢l.oust1ess of the. splendor 'Of , the Ch.ristian 

vocation, the sple.ndQX' of tbe Church of Christ. 

His waS a prof.(>undexperiEmce .of the mystery of 

Christ, an experience of a bbhop and a martyr. 

From tn.i$ fulle..."C:perien~ the ecelesiol.ogy of 

Igna.tius Was born~ Not a theory , not a dootrine 

only ; this is the~oiv, $olenm and. hiel"atic pro.,.. 

clamatiQl\ of the greate$t of all real.ities; the 

mystery of Christ in His Ohuron. 

lIis theQlogy of the Church. .is a tbeology-of praise~ 

It is nota coll.action of theses but 11 liturgYj a 
• 

hymn 0.£ thanksg,iving surrounding a.n aet of 

Sacrifice . He sings the praises of the: Church, 
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the bo.dy of Christ~' born frem Hi s true body in His 

true pa.ssion. For Ignatius emphasizes repeatedly 

the real itjr of Christ, flesh and spirit , in His 

historical pras(mce, in His eucharistic presene.e, 

and His· t'ul pre$en~e in Hi.s Body The Ohurch . 

His theol ogy is at the same time Oil hymn in honor 

0f unity and a J'rayer fo).'" the cCi'O,firll'l..at ion o·f 

unity. By uni.ty and solidarity in faith O$n4 love~ 

the Church sustains all the attacks of the enelUY, 

and all the f~\ithful ma~ers of Chri·stmake their 

way securely out of this world to the Pather . 

Ignatius glories first of all in the: privilege . 

that is g.lven to hitll, the plaeeas.signed to h im 

'in the Church and designated by a "glorious na.rne . It 

He tl7£\$ acutaly conscious of the profound impQt'tance 

of his episcopal task.. The hnity of all races in 

Christ rust manifest God to the world. The wa.lls 

separating men on the basis of racial, national . . . 

and social distinctions must be torn down t Jew 
:1,' 

and GentilelQUst 00 one inChrbt . 

His function as bishop is then twofold : to break 

down the walls Of division and to maintain unity 

in truth and eharity ~ It i$ above all in 1 the 
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l:i'.t:urgi("'al mystery that Christ 1.$ llreeent a.nd acts 

upon the faithful gathered in the. 6lac):'ed assembly. 

It is there that He sanetifie$ and unites them, 

drawing them oloser in tb& bonds of Cbrl.stian 

agape? and. thet"~by str-e.ngthening t;h~ with super ... 

natural energy to rasit;;t the attacks of the enemies 

of un.ity ~ 

iVhat io t h.is name ftradiant with divin~ sl>lendol"tI? 

Perhaps the ruune of bishop , for 19nat;h18 '"as ttk)re . 

deeply conscd.otls than perhaps any other ,,sl*itlted 

bishop, o~ the true meanir~ of the episoopate. 

Perhaps the na~ of tnartYl", though he ,1i&S not yet 

sure th.at this name ':J'ou,ld be his t and he prayed 

earn~stly that i t might begr~nte.d to him. Perhaps 

his name 'of HIgMtl1.tS", the iUtln of fire . '! Moat 

probably bis QQgTtome.n 0'£ Theophorus, the wan .~'ho 
15 

bears in himself God. 

2') HUe is obedient to the bishop as to the grace. of 

Gf)d~ and to :th.e pre~byt~rs as to the of Jeeus 

Christ . " The bishop i~ here thought of 4$ the 

15l1erton, T. t "Church and Bishop" . Worship, Vol. 
XXXVII: ll (January, 1963), PPollO ... lt2. 
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dispense':' of "God t ,8 grac~, 11 the presbyters as 

enforcing the "the l~nv of Jesus Chr.:i.st.·, There. , 

is. evid~ntly. £\ refertmce to tbe sact'amants i~ 

the form~r mq>ression; and one to preaching in the 
16 

latter. 

:3 . tf •• " it is fitting not t() tal~e advantage of the 

bishop's youth ~ but rather i becAuse. ho: e.mbodit1,s 

th1O'. au,\::hority of God the Father" to sno't'l him every 

m,..<itrk of respect; .,. an4 your pres'byters, so I learnt 

are doing just that: .0. they are wis·e in God und, 

there£o1."e defar to him - or, rather. not to himi 

but to the Feather of Jesus Christ, the bisliopof 

a1lme-n . • ... It is not :really th~t to, rtuan deceiving 

this particular bishop who is visible, but tries to 

over.-reaoh Him who is i nvisible. ,,}hen this happens, 

his recko~ing is not with tnan, but wi.th God who 

mows w'nat i£;l $ecc.r~t." The bishop is he:j;"e deli'" 

aribed as the repre$e.ntatiV'~ of God the 'Father in 

the Church . 

4 . It ¥ ~ .. tho$e. who style a roan bishop, but (lQmplet.e.ly 

' dis~ga¥"d him in their oOl'lduet o SUch peot":!J("ms do 
., , .... .., ... 

16Kleist;, J . A. 'lop. cit.; p. 121. 
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not seam to have good cQuseience v inasmuch as th2Y 

do 'not aS$tupble in the fiY.ed order pre. scribed by 

hi.m .. " A c08lpcmy of Christ ians tneed.ng apart from 

the rule of the bish.op is not in p·"opar o'rder. 

It 
.. III .. I ·have with the aye.s of tht~ faith lpoked upon 

you,.. t-;hcle community ll-nd hEtve corne tn love it. I 

elo::h01;"t you to ·strive t ·o do all things in hartnbny 

with God. the bishop i8 te preside in the place 

of God, while the pl."esbyte.rs are to function as 

the co\tl:toil of tb~ Apo stle.!,», and the deacol1s , who 

are I\lI:'Ist dear to ~, are f!tltr1lsted with the 

mirtiBtry 'Of Jesus Christ ••• Comform yourselvas, 

then ~. all. of YOu to God t S r.."f'J.ya, and respe·ct one 

iutoth:er, arid let no one regard his neigboor with 

-!::he. eyes of tbr~ £'le$t\? ~ut love (lj11e a.nother at ~ll 

t'ill'~S, in Jliat/us Christ. Let th(lre. be uothingamong 

you tanding to divide you, but he united '~dth the 

bishop and those \~ih.o preaidte .. serving at once a 

patt·ern afiQ; a.s a l~ss,on of inoorruptibility. 11 

The pe.rfum~ of i~ol:1."tlpt :ton . 1'l~e faet that St .. 

19natiu's identifies n,oliness llith HinC~rrtlpt;ion!t 
t 

shows that he ie ., in ttd.s atl¢! in everything else, 

profoundly reaU.8tie~ His uotionof holiness is 
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first of all ontological. The holiness of the 

C"nr!st ian i8 a. part ieipat ion in the ll.fe and 

holiness of God" through Christ . But $inca Christ 

is one. with the Chur-eh, holintass for the Christian 

<1!ons16ts in union y,lith God through the Chur¢h. 

"It profits you theref ore to continUAl your flaw­

less unity that at all times you tnIly have 11 share 

in God (AD Ephes. 4,2). 

Parti~ipati¢n in the l ife and grace .of Christ is 

desc:t'ibt>Al in very concre.te tertneby 5t • Ignatius. 

'to shal"e in tbe life and ligh.t of the Risen Savior 

is tc: share :1.11 His incorruption, and, thu$ to have 

in .oneself no part o£ death, of error, of Mtred" 

of conflict. The sacred. netmeas of life in Christ 

manifests itsialf tl:!:t"qu.gh the unity o,f t he fai.thfu.l 

as a sublime "perfume. of i 'ncorruption. tt 

Here W~ are reminded tha.t !~atiu8 1s ~ tru 

Ox-1.antal and that he loves the symboli.c language 

of the ttspiritual sense-s. U No1! tire they purely 

and aimpl,y symboll,cto him.. .one feels that t hi$ 

Hgood odor of Christ" was. something t:ru1::Olobjeetive.; 

that could be perceived by the bapti.zed. sou.L He 

says ~ in a:n,y e il.se, that the. pre8en.oe of Christ in 



28 

the. \lnity of tll~ faithful is #is a "good odor Q.f 

incoX'm:tption" whil.e dizunity and wrangling Q'V\tt' 

zu.spieiou$ doctrine.s mal~ the ~~embly SIM.ll of 

co.:n:uption .. 

!t'rh~ LQ.rd permitted myrch til b.¢ pout'~d ou His het;l.a 

that He might breathe incol'roption u.pon the ChUI"f;h .. 

00 not; let yourselve.s be. 4nolnte.d with the mato .. 

clct'ous do~tri:ne of the P t"ince of this tvO:r1.d 'f (AD 

Eph0.s. 17,,1). 

t<o1h,en they are. united lntt.h the bishop and J,?'1""'e iJ""' 

byhn"~ tt~ fait-hful present to the world til Hpat .. 

tel:t). un¢les~Hm Qf incorruptib11..ity fl (AD l-1a.gu q 

6»;;0 . tlilet :i~ this pattez-n and le.sson? It is a 

:rev~l~tion of the archetypal unity in 'the divllle 

~ture itself, th.~ union of the Pather with the 

S'On. It is a ~n:ifestat'io~~ of the. innelimystery 

o f Goti, through tne unity ,of the atlurch in Cb.riGt 

(Cf . Ad Eph~$., 3 t ) It is a man1;ff,t.$.t.a.tionof dl.vit\0 

li,f~ in Unifying ohal~it:y, that overcowesall con ... 

fl.ictll an.d establishes peace.. Th¢?.y "re illde~d 't:he 

sa.1lle thing o 'rhe power ·of Clu-i@t' $ vict.or-y il::l 

manife~ted. in thewa;v in lihiah 'the Churchbringe 

pe.a~e. ,and ~¢9nciliation to e.le.ments which , 



29 

nat'ut'ally speaking, cannot be rf,!~oncU.ed ,.. The 

d1vine and supematUJ'41 mission Of the Church is 

above, all a m;Ls s ion of peace . 

Henee it follows that:; the mora,l ,U.fe oft:;ue 

Christian ~t be. built solidly upon tbe fo-undA .. 

tlan stone of tlntty andpe4ee '" The most1.tnportant 

Christian. virtues 4l\re those which c·fmtribute wast 

t()peace. They are above ~ll oharity, self ... 

sacldfl.eing bu_16 SUbmission, obedience, mee.la,1,e$s; 

and of coUt"S~ (i't:; tIne root of all is that faith 

which keeps us in eonstant contact with Christ 

flour i.nseparable life,." 

t~en tbe faithful live :LIn unltv IAlld peace, over .. 

eomin,g evilwitn gQOdan4 disarming violenoe with 

,1Mekt\ess and. submiss ion to Chri,st, then they 'oan ... 

not help but be hol'1; 'for t:;heyali"6 !lsteeped in 

God" (AD Magt14S~ 14?1)~How¢an they be anything 

but: inCOlrNptible? Ho~ can tney help fill.ing too 

wh;o].e .W'oridwlth the perfu. 1)£ ,incQrruption? 

It bin tl:u~ lig,ht of this that 'We see the full 

'meaning of St. 19nati.us fatll/)\i..$ d.escriptiono·f the 

Euchari st: AS th~ It*dic:1ne of immort41ity .. " Not 

only does it in soma t4.Ysterious way p~edisposetbe 
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bodies, of the Chrit.tians for a risen life in the 

new creation. after tbe parous-tB: but:1t::h a 

aedicine of ifll'ilOrtality here and now, a soUt'ee of 

incorruption, precisely because it is tha $ac~~nt 

of untt'yand. of eMt'tty,. 

It is the sacrament whioh d~epeti.s and II\atu~s (jUt' 

\lnion with one another i.n Christ, ~lThieh satl.etifies 

us yet further, all toge.ther, in the one Christ . 

It is thesaCX>AlDafit by which the one and only 
. I . 

O-l1urch herse.lf .grows constantly in sanctit.yand 

incorruption. By uniting us more. perfectly in the 

true Body ofrJu-ist:. this ilIJOOrtality, His purity, 

His incorruption . 

"F'Ot' frIY' drink" U . cries Igna.t ius, "1 want the blood 

of Chl'ist: which isincorvuptibl.e love~J;, (AD Rcnn'f 

1,3) . . This tJ'ine of incorrupt ion leads to the 

noblest inebriation -"" that 0,£ ,mar~~~. For the 

rna.rtyr in l.aying d.own his li.f~ for Christ, the; 

that is purely of 004._ unmixed bY-Any Appetite for 
. 17 

the things of ·the world or of the flesh. 

17Me.rton, 'r .. " OP e ~it", p,p ~ 117 ... 118. 
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7. "Just: as the LQ.ro" therefore. being one. with the 

Father, <11d. l10thing witl'lout Him, either by Himself, 

()~ th.2;'ougA the Apostles, so ne.ither must you undet"­

take anything 'without the bishop and the pros ... 

byters; ~. lO" there tIlUst be one. pll"a:ve~,orte sup ... 

plication, one mind; one bope. in love, in joy that 

i.lll flaw-les,$. ~ that is Jesus ChI"ist f who sta:nds 

supreme." 

13 ~ H 8". that in. all. things t9hatsoevel" you ~y prosper 

••• togetherwitb your most rever.ne bishop and 

witb your presb.ytery ... that fittingly 'Irloven 

spiritual et'own .... aM with your deacons, men of 

C.od ~ submi t to the bishop ~nd to each othel' f s 

rights, just as di.d Jesus Christ i.n the flesh to 

tbe Father, and a.s the APostles eU.4 to Chrl&t ~nd 

the. Father and the Spirit, $0 that there mo.y be 

oneness both of flesh and of apirit~ 

14~ "K'nolnng that you are steeped in God .... '." As l.and 

is soaked ~nth wl;lter, so thes"6 ~iet: iaM were 

"a.b$Ol"be4 or' steeped in, God . " Not only were their 

minds ~ontinual.l.y occupied with (k>d, but their 

whole way of lif<a was divine; they were "full of 
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18 
God ~ U 

111 ~ '1'0. l'ha 'irallian.s 
. , . . . -

I 

1 ~ tI . e .. I !WGS infot"n¥tul of it; by Jolybius j your 

b1ah()p;9 4l Q. ¥f that in hi.s person 1 btlJl>el.d your 

whole. eommu.nitYa 

2 . tlSurely, when you $ubmitto the. bishop a..$ rep~ 

senting Jesus Christ ••• It. is n.eedful tn.en • iii! t' 

that you ,do nothing with.out your b1sh01'# }!Jut be 

subjeettc the presbytery as representing the. 

ApostlBlIl of JeQUs Cbrist'!' n 

3 . IfLiketl1ise. 1ee 411 respeot the uacons a$ rep:r.-e. 

santing ,Jeau.$ ChX01St, the bisho, as eo t~ of tbe 

Father , and the presbyter-Ii Ja6 God'6 high council 

and as 'the Apostolic eol.l~ge" •• l am. eonvit:l.ee.Q that 

sucb is YOUr attitude; f()~\ 1; have .-eoe:f.:ved, and 

have lntb _. the embodiment: of rOUl!' affe(:tion in 

the pef;'$on of your bishop . a1e very demanor is 

a powerf\lt sel'l'DOn,. his gentAeniUiJS amigbtr , 

influence .. a man wlw'Ol e\!'en· the unbeliEilveJ:"s, 1 am 

$ure, r.aP4ct ," 
''' Ii '"" 

19"" .,6. ' . J I< ' . '" • . .... 121'1 """",e..1.lit ., . " 6\t op~ :, tea.. .. '! '. p o .. ' <1 ~ 
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4 . ItMartY thoughts fi1:1"il! mine when I take Gcd' s Vi~V1 of 

things; ••• True ! a.m in l.ove with suffering, but 

I 9-9 . not kn,o'll1 if 1 deserve tbe hOM'r . " Uel"~ is 

the mind . 9;' the martyr . He does not count it a 

misfortune that , he muse suffet'f bUt, a privilege. . 

S _ tt . ... it: Goes not iltlme,diately follow tl-..at I am So 

disciple . Plainty, we . fllt'e yet .$,hort o·f much if 

'ria at"e. not to be short of Goti4!f l .gutltius has 

received visions fr()m God and honors from the 

ChURh t but he k'rI.OW$ that tle assailed by fll"ear 

wi thin. ar>-d. he cannot feel sure that he l<titl. 

strand firm,. even to the martyrl a de.ath until. tbe 

mo~nt has aetuall~ come . So he wil.l not <lara to 

claim that he is yet fully a~ truly a disciple. . 

The. one g):'eat; th.:;Jng ye.t to be aceompU.ahed by 

19natiu$ was, to die for Clwi.at . 

7.. it •• ~ c11ng 1lJ.$e.parably to GoG Jesus Cbrbt, to 

the bishop , and t,o the. P't:'ece.ptsof the. Apostles. 

••• he that does 41lything apart: from bishop, 

PrQsl'>ytery, or deacon il;a$, no ptltt"a eonsci .enee.·' 

'l"h.e bishop and the Apostolio ministry is a safe­

guaN of ;ntthodoxy, as wall as a guarantee of 

discipline and unity., 
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12. " • •• It is oaI'tainly fitting for you individua.lly, 

but e&.pecially fpl)" the. pre$pyt~rs il to g:i.Vfl: comfort 

to the bishop in honor of the Fa;t;Ml:" and J esus 

Christ and 'the ApQstle~. 

13 . "Be poedi.ent to lzhe. bi shop as to ' th¢co~ud~nt: t 
"'. ' . J 1!f - , , - ~ 

a;nd so, t oo , to the presbyt:E!~y . tt 

I V. To The. R.Qtna;n,,'S' '0 . 
t ., . 

1. "The tt"l~th is, 1 a'fll afraid it ieJ your lov .. that 

will dome wrOtlg . • •• fot' JQe it is diffieult to 

~in my way to God, shQuld YOll be wanr.;iJ'lg in 

consideration for me . " The fa·" .. th.er lJe,stward 

~at:ius t.-rave.ll~d t th-e JDO~ hiam:i.nd wa·$ .occupie.d 

with the sceMS that wQuld alwait him in the. 

A,mphithe.atre, end themor ta his h841'"t would throb 

wi.th ttle l:n."'oapeet of at l.Slit becoming a t:t'\,1,e die ... 

oiple of Chri~re . He was concerned with martyrdom 

both as a duty and a J?riv:il.e~e o·f a. Ch):!ist1~n~ 

But theN was A U.ny cloud lo()ml.ng on the t-lestern 

hori,~on. He. fe.ared th..~t the l>.cman Christians, 

$OUJe. of whom were protaine.nt in publi12 life. would 

use their 1nflu'Etuee and obtainfQr him a stay of 
, 

the oap:L.tal se.n.tence Qr ~ve.n it~ cOiilPlete revoea .. 

tion . Su~b $ . calalldtv must: be.prevent~d.l Md f"0 , 
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19n~tius reaelv~d to write to the Romans, not to 

st,..e;l1Zth~n t hetn it, the: faith. &$ he did th~ 

Asiatic Churehe$ f but to bag them not to inter-

vat\t:i in hi$ beha.lf through ttuu"b4sonablfJ: kind .. 
19 

ness . I. 
2 .. "For, if you quietl.y ignor.e. me. 1 am the word of 

God; but if you fall in love. with my human nature, 

1 shal.l.. on thecQntr~ . 00 Qaialns,Qun.d., Grant 

me. no more t han that you le't .1IlY bl ood be spilled 

in eaer ific0 to God, while. Y'E!t t:he:~ is' an a.ltar 

ready. II Th~ eonvarsion of the world was tha work 

of God, thrQugh His faithful wltu(asses . Thei.lr 

sol e qualification: tfet.$ their .faithfu1n~$s, tb~ir 

prepare.clne.s$ to ~ used. by God aC(lording to His 

coun~Q.l . Uuman tuents,; 4xe::r'te.d intM 4trt.s of 

perGUaaiOli. , wouLd never suffiee . Thus e.vena 

pre4cher of co~nding personality like Ignat 1U$ , 

if he be guided hy o9Ulls.el$ ' 0'£ .human wi sdQUl, is .til 

mex-e "voice crying :in the wildentess .. n If in 

Qood:le»ee to God's; plan his pbysioal voice is 

siuneed for e.ver in daath, he becomes .a pre .. 

19Ibid~; op ~ ~it ~ . P. 133 ~ 
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vailing WQrd from God, and a testi~ny to th 

A" 1" \;,j;:!:. 'It lone . ,ogO$ • Thus if the bltlan Chrutians r~_tn 

silent,. and dl:'op no word, in his behalf» Igna..tius 
. 20 

~ill be enables to utter Godfs word in t he arena . 

i . e " "lahai! Qeoome a martyr a.nd thus proclaim 

the glory of God. 

3 . H H It thAt 1 may be So man not nJa,rely of ~7orde, 

but also ¢f ~$olut:iol'1 . In this way I shall not 

only be called a Cht-istian, but also prove to be 

QUe. . . ••• ~neneveit;" Christianity lsha:te.d by the 

t"orld, 'ii1hat counts is not powe~" of persua~iQn; 

wt gre.Atne.$s. If 'the convincing pot\Yer of Cb.l:'i.s ... 

tiardty i$ not so Won in wU,f1t its de.f·etlders .1 

6 .&y about it, as in its inhet"ent greatness, wh.ieh 

C:~M0,:t; fail to ~k-e all imprt..s&iQnon out3i(J.ers~ 

Cht'istianity wins more adh;erents by the ·life .of 
21 

the faithful dum by a 4iscussion of its merits • . 

4 " " • • • I di~ willingly for God, ... SUffeii'iUe to 

be the foud of wild beasts, which are tb~ means 

of my ,making my way to God .. C;l&dis wheat 1 am • 

. -.~- -' ..... ---
20T ", · J ' " t . 1' 29 A.oQwson,. ' . t qp .. 01. . .. , p .. .. 
21 . 4 . 

ra..~4.stt, J . A .. op~ cit .. , p . 135. 
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.and by the te;eth . of wild be.asts 1 I'ii,t!l to be ground 

that :r may p!'70,\fe. O1:u:'iat t fa put'~ pt'aad. .. .$ .... 1'h;an 

only $hall I be a ~enuine di;$eiP1..e ¢:f !,les'Us Cb.rist 

when th~ world li(:i.ll n0t se,ee.ven my body ..... !lut 

t)uo¢ I havQ ~ffe:red~ I sha.l,l 'biaeOM afN~,dW4n 

Qf Jes'tts Oht'ist: ~ , ~n~ unit,ed with Him, I shnll 

,rise a fre~ lnan~ Juat nqw !!aam~'bei'!.lg in 

ohains , to dQ$1~ nothing . ·f 

5 .. It 0". At .1a.st I am w~l.l.. ~nth~ ¥lay to ~e.i~ .~ 

diS(Jiphil.. l' 

6 . HOnce ~:n:'1ve.4 there, I sha.l.l be a lWJl.rt ~ l?et'1'lll,t ~ 

to 'be.,'(i,\ntmitat<.\X' c>f my l£Iuffering Ood 9·
H Literal ... 

l.y t .tSuff~:!;' fll/;lI to copy the; Pa8s11~1 qt:my ~4.,H 
I . 

The $ent:tment 8:l¢pt'$s&iled in tha. pt'e(t$d..illg~¢int~nee 

is .;\1:: first sigb.tstr~r1f!a: nOnea at'rt"ive:d in tb-e . . 

purli!: light of the Pe4tific vi,d,on, ! shall be, a 

man, Le . , heahal,l have reaehed the pe:r£,e.ct!Qn 

of human MtUl'e~ . In the P~~$~'n~ . ¢.conOltt:y <>f sal ... 

vaction tnan. imtt()t ;t~nu 1n.tbi!! full seM~ of tll(~ 
2,2 

,1G~ until. he t'ea.ch~s his ~te~l :aalvfltion,. 

7" H13ut th.~iE'Q is in met ;a. Li.vina; Wat:e.lJ", wh1chi~ 
"- : ,i . TiL ' . .1 _ 1Iijfi"!lo .. . "1' 

22.tA l' <:1Lr IbAoQ . f 'p ~ . .. • .:>v ~ 
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e.loqu,«nt and within me a4Y~; "Coma to the Fathe.rtt 

I ha~ no taste for corrupd.bla food or for thel 

daligl\ts c>f this lifa.. B~ad of God, i~ wh,9.t I 

desire; that is, the flesh ()fJ~G'U$ Christ, who 

waao,f th-e $.e.ed Oct David ~ and for .f4Y drink I 

desire His Blood? that: is, :i:r..¢orropt:tbl~ 11:}ve.Q It 

'1b.e principle of Ra.pt ism is that of self ,. 

id.ent ification ~Jith Christ. to suffe.r with Him 

$~ as to 't:it'iutnli>h~Y1.th. Him.. TharefQl!'Ieon~ who 

haa been b(:.!.ptizQd~an 1001" to lnartyl'dtnn as the 

Ct)n.autnnlAtion of his baptis·m .. " "1 de.sire the 

br~tld of God;" The Eucharist e,)....-press.$s the sa.me 

pri.nciple. of self- identification with Christ" to 

~n.~£:e0r with Himao as to triumph with Him. 

'l'l;,erefol;'e one goitl:g to!Xlat'ty,rdom ¢e$~itQ$ t<\1l 

receive the E'lleharist, as the most fitting 

pr'epa:rat ion. 

9 " rtReJ¥1iIber in your p?a~Ter$ th.eChurch in Syria, 

which now has God f o1' ber Shepherd. in my stead .. 

Jesus Christ al(;me llIil.l be. her Bishop, t()geth~\f!:' 

with your. love .. " 
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V" To, ~e Pbil~delph:!a.~s 

II ~~~ a chureh "I,..'tnieh has found meroy end is it"rev ... 

ocably of one mind with GOd" "f.'Illich un~.,a'.reringly 

4XUlts in the Pas/ifl.ol1 ·of Our Lord. and firmly be.lieve$ 

in His ReSu1"n.etion through sheer merey. Thi$ C'Aurch 

1 salut.e in thE! Bl.ood of Jesus Chr,i.$t . She is a 

sourc.e of everlasting joy, espe.cially when the 

members at'¢ at one ytith the bisbop. and his assistants ; 

the presbyte.r,:; and de.acons ••• n 

1 . lfR,egal,"'d1ng this: bishop 1 am 1nfol"Il1!1!:d that; he 

holds the suprtUl".e offiea in the comntUttity not 

by his own efforts~ or by mants doing, or for 

pe:rsonal glory. No, he holds it by the love of 

God the Father a.nd the Lord Jesus Chr'ist ~ 1 am 

¢ho.r .. d with his Sl'le~tness of manner. He mon 

by his silence than othe.;f:s that ta.lk to no 

pttrpQ$~ .. No wonder; he is as perf~ctl.y i n accot;'d 

tdth the eOl1:llllan~ntt1 as stril'\g$ at"e with ,8. harp . 

i<lith all my heart, therefore, I land his disposi­

tion to ple.ase God. a ' dhpQ$ition v:irtuaus and 

pe.rfect 1I as I am very well e.w~re j hi$ unsha1(Qn, 

constanc,1, too. and hia p;a.ssi®les6} temper~ 
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mod~l.l~don the transcendent gentleness of the 

1.1 ving God .. " \>1e have here the idea.l of a Chris-

tian bi.shop . He:1.$ to rule by leva. He has 

divine authority? but he is not an authoritarian" 

2 . II .. •• ,~'1\e1;~e the shepherd is!t th0t"eYOtl, ~ing 

sheep, Imlst fellow." l'b.at iS 1 unl,.ty under the. 

bishop is the key to Qrthodoxy~ 

~ . ~, Surely. all those that belong to God and 3. " 
J~~us Christ are the wry ones that .side with the 

bishop; ~ ~ •. return to the unity of the Cllureh\. ... q 

,no, thus lead a life aoceptable. t() .1esusChrist 0 

~ .... lf a mAn chooses: to b~ a dissenter, he sev~rs 

a.ll connection t-li.ttl. the p~$S ion ~ IT 

4 . ttiTake care, then" to· partake ·()f one Euch~riati 

for' one is the FlesA of OUr l",c.rd J.e.s~s Christ, 

and one the cup to unite \1$ with Hi$ Bl ood, and 

one altaI', just as ,there is one bishop assisted 

by the Presbytery and the deacons. n:tY fellow ser .. 

vants . Thus you lo,il,l eot:,form in all yoUt' a.ctions 

to th.e will of God . ti 1'Q ,ob$~rve one Euoharist j 

this is the eminent t'I.Ulrl.;: of that unl ty under th.e. 
, 

bishop which is the key to orthodoxy. 
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5 . II ~ • • I tal<;e t.'e.fuge in the Go~pel» whi~h to me ilS 

JeSU$ in '1;:11(-1 fle:l)h~ and in the Apostles, as t"epre ... 

sent.ed by the. prcGbytery of the ChW;"ch "u I&;rw.t.iu$ 

never tir.e~ (i)f laSTing his finger on the hierar ... 

chical eonsti;tut:i~tl of th~ Church .. The. function 

~hiQh OJ" Christ' liS iru;lt itution belonged to the 

distinct g.~oup ¢al,led I!tr~ APo$tl~$!lpas$ed on in 

due titMl t'O .another distinct group called ttthe 

p-~o$b1t~;rt;lof tn4 Chu::-cb .. H The. gospel is (l~lU.ad. 

"'theile-sll ()f Jesus" bec.uj~uG0. it: ie tha r,~e~':rt'd of , 

~is eall'tnl;y lif'e., etc • In the f irstand the 

second century the :te.rm "pre.sbyters" eften in,~ 
23 

Qlu4ed bi.shQ.ps . 

i . I! . •• I cried out .~ whil,e in your midst. and said 

in a ringing v!I)iee ... God'is valet! t fiG! VI! Mad tQ. 

the bishop and to the pres.bytery ~nd to th¢i dea ... 

Qon~ . it So_. however ~ s.u,B'~eted I was saying . . 

thbbecause I Md previous l~Mwl~dge of ,the 

division 'ca-use.d 'by sQtl\at but Hlit £o:\;' wh~$esake 1 

am in oh~fn$ i~ mw ~itne,s$f th~t I h~d not 

le<iwnlit-dit trom a.ny t h~n sour-Cf4 . NQ • it was 

,--~~~--~~~~---.--~------~~~--~.~~ 

23... . . . 1 .r.Ql.d ~ *pp. 1.37" , 38 .. 
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the Spirit: who kept p~(!hl.v.g i.n these w't()l;"d~j: 

HApart .from the:. bi~hop do nothing; !?r.a$er.v~ your 

persons as gh~fne$ of Ood; cherish un:('ty,. ~h'Un 

diviaiens; do as J:etaus Christ: did j for He, too, 

did. as the Fathe:-:Bdid . u The snetle. at Phili!).4~l ... 

pbl..a is $,ymboliQal of what ,l1sa he;pp~ning in the. 

Chur:eh at lal'.~~ ~ 'l'hel.e.e$ eor~l anti discipl.ined 

fQ:I:'m$ ·of Minl.stt"y 't-.7hich ~isterl :tn tbf! prindtive 

Chureh t<7ere at this tittle , abdioating in f~'lt~~~ uf 

the, r ,egular ~nd disc1plin~d Catholic lIliniett'y 'of 

bishop,s, pr.ieste, an4 .deacons. Nor >;"rae this to 

r<egart'ie.d 2tS th~ c1eolilvof the work of the Spirit 

i .n the Church. To Ignatius this change of 

'emphseb in th~ tordts Mi.nietr,y was itself the 
24 

gu:i.dat\cQ and the t"~r.lt()f the Spirit . 

" ~ . ~. Aefd,nga.s a man tra.ined to cherish unity ~ 

\o.1'h.et'0. there is divta;i,.(}n .l1!\d pas:.don .• there i~ ito 

place for God: . Now, th.e Lord fo~g1ve$ all if 

they ehang~ their rn1nd and by this ~hauge of mind 

r~turn to union !i\rith Gt)d and the council of t:l:l¢ 
,. "f' 

hiahop o fI The. nmrk of 41vine f()rgi\1ene~g me&i(lated. 

------~--~----~------------24l..£1;w<$<?n. J v 'Op",ei.t . , 'P . 134~ 
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to men, iso~:e.di.enoe to. t ,be bishop . It is t ,brQugh 

$u();hobedie:nc~ th.at th,sewll.Q a~e pe.ni tent '{vilJ. 

be found t'O return to the. unity of tthepeopla of 

Go4 ~ 

51 " " Good, too~ are prie:!l' ts ; but bett$t' ie the l:ligb 

Priest 'who. was .nt.t"Uste.dwith the Hol.y o,fH()'lies t 

Vlho al.one wat;;; e;ntt"ll$t;ed. with the hiQden. 4esigne 

of God .. " 

V I • '1'0 . '.ij\e . Sffif::::V~~M 

,& _ "You must ali follow t;~~ lea. of the. bishop, AS 

Je·$US Ch:ri.st f ol1owe(J. that of t :b,e Fat:he't"e ; lQU.ow 

thQ p$'·tl.sbyt~1\';r as. y,ou would thfll APQ$tles; reV ... 

e)t'ea;e·e t ,he dsa;QQ:n$ .As you would G<>d '$ eoltil.tland.n..nt" 

Let no ORe do anything touunlng the Oburcll, apart 

ft"OQ'.I tile bishop_ ~t that; t:alelJ~ation of the 

Eu.eb.arl.st: b~ cct\d.El..end val.i<1l 'tfhl.Ch is beld "Q.ndet' 

the bishOp ot' anyona to whom be h~s coUidtted it" 

Where the bis~p app~ars , theN l.et the. ,.eopl~ ba, 

just as where Je.$1,l$ Chri$t; is, th.ere is the 

Cathol.ics Ch:u~n . It iSl\ot; permitte4 :witnout 

autnot7iza't;ion f-ror.n the bi$hop eithtrt' to'bapt:ize 

or to hold$n aga.pe.; but wh.a.tev~u" he approvQs is 



44 

lao ple./iud.ng to, God. II This is theearli'.est 

occurrence in Christian lieeraturla Qf tl\Q. expl"eS'" 

sion "the Catbolic, Church". "Oatholic" maana. of 

course ~ t'Univers~l, 11 as oppo$~d to Hindi vidual, It 

"partiettlat<. t1 .ThecQutest in wh .. ieb it appears 

elucidates its r.neantng .. . Ignatius is e.onvitu~ed 

that in the Chure:h the pre.sbytery follows the 

Avost l.es., juat as the Apostles followed Jesus 

Clu:·S.st, and as Jesus Christ followed the Fathers . 

1'1 oowt: you hapw. u he says ( Ad E~bGs . 5,1). 

"who (J.t"e &0 closely knit to' him as the Church is 

to Jesus Christ.. and as Je.sus Christ iato the 

F'ath-.:r:s." Drop a link in. this ob.ain ......... people, 

p1'e8byt,ery. bishop. APOstles, Jesus Chrtat, the 

Fathers .. - .and 19t1ati.:us argue& there is no Oath," 

ol.io Chul1'en . (AD Philad .. 3.2). This "fol.l.owingtl 

or "union" has to dO both with doctrine and 
25 

government ., To him the guaratl,tee 0,£ orthodoxy . . 

and thE! teken of Christ ian love is the. sense, of . . - . . .~ 

disQip1.1ne4 QO'i\:'"POl'&te sol.idarity uni,ting all the 

local congregatibns in av~ry pl.a,ce ,. of which 

!'" ..... ~ ... 

2SKleist. J. AHop. cit'H Pl) . 141.11.i,2 •. 
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solidarity th~ bisbop, i .s tb;e. symbol an4 inst~nt~. 

9 0 "... It is well to raveN G<K1 and bi'shop. He who 

honors tl bishop is honored . by God . lie. who does 

anyth.ing without t~ knowle.c1ge. of the. bishop 

w.ot'ships eha de.vil ~ tI 

11 . tt . •• Not that 1 deserve to belong tG that com.. 

wuity, being the least sf its members~ u NOt 

not 'beca.usa of any c:onseious d.eed,put 'because 

of t.he grace of GQd. 1t 

12. H .... BUrNS ,,. • • for he .is a pattern of what .& 

m.tnis~et" of God should be , God' 8 gran&. will 

re.warcl him in evcn:'Y way . Gre.,e.tings to' the bishop, 

that man. of God, to the God-mn@d presbytery •. to 

the deacc>us tiff fello~1 servants. 

Vll . Ta .Pol~ej!u·2 

IT.... to Pol~. who is bislu)p of the Church of 

StIlyt'lla, or rather has for his oishop God the Fatha.r 

end the Lord Jesus Chrl.s t .. n 

1 . "I am 80 well pleased with your God .. m!ndednes-B 

.. • • (ll1ON liter.ally , "'Y:t?l.lJ1! udnd £ ixed. upon, 

absGt'bed in, united with Goo. II) Do justice t .O 

Do justLe~, to your offioe. with the utmost solie. 

!tooe, both ph;ys1cal 64nd spit'itual. , Be ¢oncemed 
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about unity., t;he greatest blessing" Bf;lElJ:' with 

ali., just as the L¢'rd dOQU with you" '1"0 · lraye.r 

give yourself uncea$ii.ngly; beg for an increase in 

und$l"standingi w.atch without:!:etting your spirit 

fl.ag ~ Speak to e!aeb. 011e. singly in llm:i.te.tionot 

God's way.. Bear the infirm1ties of all. like a 

_ate),;' athlete .. The $r'Elatel" the toil,t,he 

greater th~ l"eward .. n Ecclesiut.iealsuperiot's 

shoutd: not; only 1U;3etobedienee fxo-om tbeir 6\,J'1) ... 

jeots t but also treat tbe. with due el'l~rity in, 

imitation of (;odew.ay • 

.3. t1 Q. q Increase your zeal. " R(!,ad tb.e sigt1s of the 

times,. II 

4 . '1Uidows must Mt be. negl.ected." They, a3.ong with 

oi"PbaM, and slab$$ haw always been ol,;)je¢ts of 

special ~" on the pllrtof eccLesiastics. The 

care for Hthe VOQil"H is a sign Q,f a C!b.t"iatlike 

attitude" tr •• • Se.ek out all. by n.a.me." 

6. t'Reed. the 'bishop., th~t God may head you., to-o. 1rly 

life i$ a rni\SQ!Z\ for. t'no4'HI 'who are Qbedient to, the 

bishop. prasbyteZ'$, ,and deacons ... . tt 
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70 " • • 0 GC)d.-bleEJsa.a Po·lyca!t1>v t~ e,()nY~ne a~"u'ntlil 

in'\fest~d with all. the spl.andor of God ltn4 to 

appoint SQ~on.e who i .s d~at' to you. and untl.:;tr1l"li 

in his tlie:.l ~ onequ.~lif i~' .f017 the ,a.:tc·t of God: ~ $ 

~¢i't1.rili\¥"~ then. ¢confer on him. tb.a dist.i~tion ·0f 

gf)1~g to SyTia and e:i£t~l.ling. fo1J' the glt::>-X"y t.>f 

God.; the untd.t-ing C'Mt'it17 af your, 1t081nitY$ " 

'rh€!!; id~td. bishop rul es bY' c(.lnaulia:tion. and 

~ll"$u4'll$ion~ A$ (tj~d t :rua g~at~st()f the Apo$tles. 

tbemst'll..lves: (1 Peter $: l) _~ 



OkJAPT€R III 

T.HE 'l'I:lOOLOGY OF S1.. IGNATIUS 
11,. /1 •• t • ,. -. 

I .. The MY,st~rl Of The. qhu","cf\ 

Tbe Epistl~G ,all share a tlOl.'I'.llCm8tru(;ture.~ 'i'heywera 

writtellOl$ a $~rieG o·f le:tte.t"$ to Igne.t.iu$ ~ pariahiQna.rs 

a.nci fellow c:hurchmn, an~ e.at'!i\ one begitl.5. wJ'.ttba saluta.tion 

of the Ohur.eh to whieh it is addt;'(\.$sed~ Thes$.. gNetings 

are anything but tM pO~l;nt$ and 'fo~l 8alutation~ O'f of ... 

fiei.al Roman lette,l"#lt th.ey arE': lYll'ical itoprovise.tions, 

prophetic hyntn$ in honor of tb~ ~/lItet7of Chriat in the 

Church .... not just Ch~iat ill th~ Ch\1rCh as a wbole, but 3,1130 

Christ in ~¢1\ local. Ohul"'ch, gatnel"6d arotll\4 tts billihop, as. 
26 

a wi·i:.n~ss to God' s mju."~ifu1. and. liialvifie love. for memO! 

• 
19nat i\u~ t cbief conoern., as he f4Ced hie own de~th, 

was t oatrengthen, build. up~ the Chut'oht and: this not 00 .. 

o(@.use he bad an overwhelming :tt'};t"~l,it in a4tnim,strative. 

matters blilt because his whole; ClQ'noern is tosafegua1;'d tim 

d~posit of faith against the. it1t'Qa4$ of Jud,ai.$¥Il and 

Docet:i.sm.. It. is for this n4$on th4t: he warns against the 

teaeh!.lt'so,f false dOQtrine,. and, urges 8ubmissiQn to d.eaeonSl . . 

and pr~ullbyteraand bisherp.. He tell$, Po.1ycal;'p to ~.e.p 

before mente eyes the. {6o$l. of sa:Lvation (Poly. 1,2) PN" 

26 
t-~rto.nt To, op_ cit . t PP. 112-113. 

48 
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cil>elv oo.eause he knows so wel.l. that insid~ the Cburch a 

well as outside it rnenmay be led astl"'ay by facti<:lne.lism or 

p~idQo and beL1Qt) lQse 4ight of the end. He sa't>l the Chu:t'Ch 

realistically in · ~"$( .. 'b$lt cotors, and yet he held. that i t W$S 

27 
fQO~e than a hutaan insti.tution . 

For lWU1tiu~ each ~roh is a living being , or l"at ,hel' 

a tmt"t of the great: living organism 'Which :is the body of 

Christ . It is not just a social o't'gmizatioR; it ia a 

II\'IStical. pet'l!lon, ali'Ve. \~ith the presence of Christ. Th~ 

Churen i~ tbe manifesta.tion. of Christ; who, in tum,. i$ the 

revelation of the Father. By :th.e nly$tet"y of tbe Ohureh the 
28 

invisible God mal<~s Hi.~$lf known tl) the wa1;'"ld~ 

After greatd.ng th~ · various eOUllUnit:iea; Ign.atiu& usu~lly 

goes on to axhort· the £aith.ful to reV6J;"(itl1Ce and obedience 

t;o their bishop, ·the v!$ible rep:r-e8entative of the in .. 

visible CbJ:ist p~sent ih · tneirr.ni4at ., He than outlines 

histeaei'l.ing ~ tb6 un1tyof tbe. Cbw."eh in Cbri@t, the 

ChUt'ch. as the body o.f Christ, united in ()ne f_ith , on~ hope ~ 

one charity gathe..~d aoout the bisnops. p:t-e$~yters and 

deaoons in eucharistio celebr.atiotl!1 (C£ _ Eph .. lt3; 2,2; 

3,2; 4; 5; 6,.1) 
• 

:!7cQJ;'tv1.n , ~~':-;~atiusand ClU;'1stiru'Litl .in Ant:io~h .. 
New liaven, Yale Unive~sity .p:reas,t9g0 ~ .. 

2a~!et't()n~ T~, t oP'l ctt H P. 113 ~ 
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19natil,ls plaoes a good. 8.mQUll.t of emph~si~ QU his own 

martyrdom .as a tdtness to tha reality Qf Ohrist, the re~l­

ity of the fle.sh and suffe.rings of Chrl,st, the reality o£ 

the mucharist It is i.n m..<l'J:'1ijlTdont that: 19nati'tlJ;) hop~a to 

become a Ohr'l.st ;l,an in the. . full. 130Me. of QUe.. Who has Itf ound 

Christ" and heeoma P~l:'fe.stly ,tunl te.d to Chriatand to the 

Fathe.r. It The. Martyr is in all the truth the. eorsplete 

Cht'ist ian. (Cf . R01'!l " 2; 4; S , 3 ~ 9) 

Central to 'this emphasi.$ on QhrilStian )1~n:t;yrdom is 

ecoleaiaotiQal Ql).e<rl1ana(h 'Humbl~ ~nd faithful. tlniQ:tl with 

their b.iih<>p and pr~sbyter.$ will 00 t hcd.);:' guaa.tAnt:~e against 
29 

errQr and di~Ben$.i .t>n _ (Of.. 8n1ylm. , 8,2 i Magn. 6" 1 ... and 

3,1; Tral1 .. 61 Phil. 3; Eph. 4) 

It is inter,eating to not~ tna.t Ignatius t po1nt of view 

on the p"'in~ipl~$ invol:ved in. ~ccleG:tastiQal o~4ieno.e 

parallels that of Qur Lord Himsa1.~ . St. faul. And the. 
. 30 
Popes . 

29 '.. .. , 1 1 'T 'h,' ' ". f 
Quaete.n , .J •• P.atro Ogy. Vo , . I, t '. e _Sl.lUU.t\g$O 

Patris t ic Litarature." Ye.8tminster, Manrl.and .. , 'l'he Newm<:ln 
Pre,ss, 1.9~O., 

SO!t\$tm:lotivEi, Studi.it$ deali~ with thb viewa~: 
Pepler , C. tr}le Priest .~~ 1'he Pe!pf.e.1i . Asy.tnpOaiwn. London, 
Bl.aelUi"iars Publ10at ion~ ~ 1.956 .' i?rlit; It • l'he ~e.olog~ of 
St. ,aul. Vols. 1 & t2. l~$t;Jtlinlster? Marylaii(i'. Ne:wmanf 
f961~ ' Leo XIII g sapienti,ae Ohl"istianac . pius XlI. MY$tici 
Co!':2oris • ' 
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From the. salutations with whioh the. epistles ('n)en~ we 

Qa.notb"aw a fairly aQ~Ul"'At;e per;eptl(;!tive 0·£ 19ruatiuti' 

~Q;clesiQl.ogy. 

E~cb Chu'.\fohis 'Wortb:y of .all. prais~ ~ Q.3eh is blessed" 

splendid, glorious, th~ "pleroman of the divine love:! pra-

dastinad from alt eternity;. the ob.ject of an admirable 

Qhoice , lIlade in Christ, by the. Fat:h~r. YiOre part ioula:r'l.y 

each. church is "Cu1l)sen in. the. . passio.n~" Eaoh ChUNh was 

,the ebj4l'Ct of Oh.!.'":i.stts lQ'V'e of pr~dile¢ti'on as He d~d on. 

the Cl"<li$$ .; and hence is e,a.ll~d to an ineffJ!lbl~ dignity" 

Ea.oh must eone,entralte:entirelvou a worthy response of 

love? a deep ~ealig;at' ion '(ill the lof·t; ihas8 of tbiscal:U.ng. 

in the my.stalf1 of the p&s$ion ():f the re.su~etiQn . (Of .. 

Eph. i"1rol .. ; 1; R{)m. 't'ol.; 'hid. 'Prol • . ; $m.yt' . P::"ol .• ) 

Beeauae ea¢h Ohut'ch is sOQhos~n,. it als.o illumim\tad ~ 

f111.e;dw1th a special. light of its , 'VoQ$tl.on, e;:tld it raust be 

purifie,d by tbat l.ight, it mst ¢o~pera:.te too .in itsewn 

purification by the light ~ Cooperation eorts·tats ;' in 

elim1nating <l!!v0t'Ything t:h,Qt brings abGut disunity in 

though.t.. in w0r'ehip;. a.nd in l.ove . 

In pro:p()l:'tion as each. Ch;u;ocll 3l"ef:$ponQ.s :t;() 'tbi scali. 

ad.vances toward th~ light, dW$,1.1s in un,ity 1n th" graQe of 

GOQ, through Je.sus (""hl"'ist ~ it beeoms .a hymn of JOY and 
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prais~ , glorifYl;ng t he F!ftMr by union with Rim in Chl"imt 

·(Of . Phil. . , Prol.). 

If anyono seeks ChrhJt f if any()n~ seeks holineas, the 

way is 010Ct1"". He must n;ak~ bis way to th~ cemrrunity' of the: 

faithful., H(~ WU:st ~nte't' into the agape ~ the ¢ottaU.ni,ty of 

love, which is his lOlJlal Church. 

Of the four notes of the Churoh .given in the W!oene 

Creed, Hone, holy , catholic and aposto.lic,fI three ar~ 

cleat!'ly developed by st: .. Ignatius . Apostolicity i.e to be 

$.e;ught: in him implieitly 't'a:t~:r: than JZI:toq')licdtly. i1e waf.) 

too C10l:H! to th~ apostles to develop this note in detail. 

and :in ~rspective • . His let'l;:ers are full to overflowing 

with doctrine taught by St . John and St . Paul . His life 

itself, all his t"ords, his aotions and his death are a 

l iving witne$s to the apostol..icit,Y ~f the church . 

St .. Ignat.i'lls is the \t~r:Y first ·to make use of the ~10r'<1 

"cathol.ie lf in reference to thl/t Church (Sm~-rn. 8,2) y The 

universa.l Churoh, which is the unity of' All the Ohurahes w 

unite$ in itself all ro.cea and all peoples . far all are 

co.l1~d to unity and peaQe, in Chrlst; <If To exolude anyone. ia 

to strike at the l iving unity of the body of Chrbt.. !'hi·s 

living unity is presi4ed over 'by Ch,rist Himself, W'li.o· also 

presides over 4li8.ch loe,.al Church. Cht'i~t is the Bishop of 
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the whGleChurch, and the Bishop of ea¢h local Church. nut 

e.ach Church also has fte "visibl~ bishop" who is simply the 

repres~ntative of Christ. invisibly present lv'herever. the 

bishop himself is • ,( Eph. 1 if S; Mag it .3) 

'rhe unity and hol:i.nes~ of the Ch.urch are EPq,:;re$sive in 

Ignatiu.s¥ thought . l'h~;,' are the heart of his whol.e te.aching . 

He oa.lls himself Ha Jll4n made for unity .. " (Phld. B, 1) 

In. particular he makes quite cl.e.ar that unity and 

holine.ss go toge.ther.. They Q:l:"e in direct propot'tion to one 

a.nother. The. more. &. Church is one with the Fath~r and 

Jesus Christ. tbe Q)re it sh~~ their holineEuiJ, by 

partic ipating in the $o~e 0·£ all holiness which l._S the 

passion of Christ . 

liowev<iiir, the invisibl e and spirituEtl unity of the 

faithful in Christ is · ineepar4bte from, their union in the 

visible. . or-del" ~stahli,shed by Him.. There is nooontradi.c"" 

tion bet ween the "spiritual" and th.ettinstitutl.cmalu 

as:peets of the Church. The reality of unity in Chr:i..st must: , . 

be prov'e.d and verif Led by unity with the bish<;>p and p~a" ... 

byteT.:s in bel.ief . in Worship, in love, for whe.r~ tha 

bishop is , there is ctnrist . 

I~<atius strongly affirms the hi erarchical struoture 

of the visible Church, and tbis is eS~JEmtial to his 
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uncolJlpt'Qroising se.l,f .. saerificeof th~ lnat"tyrs, pat'ticularly 

·of the bishop-martyrs t that Cements th.o. unity of the Churoh 

in the. fulfillment of the. eucharistic partioipation in 

whioh tba pass:ton is l:"e;p~s~nte.d by th(! cormnunity of the 

faith.fu1. 6 (Cf~ ~ph . 111'2 ; Rom .. 2,2,J 4,1; l.~2j 6,1) 

~;~ respond to the call issued to us by Ch:r:ist: in His 

passion. We colOO to unity in the Church, in obedier.ce to 

th~ bi$h.QP ~ 'l'ha .tn()re perfect this 'Unity is, the more 

redolEll'tt it b of thaodo~ of incQrruption ~n.d inmortalityw 

the. ve.ry pNsene0of. the Risen, Chr:1$t ~ And thi.$ b dell!. ... 
31 

onstr,ared by the j6yc>US: s<acrl,fice of the. martyrs .. 

II" The SUchariatic: Saerifice. 
- ' .' . . . ! \ 

The Church ia cal.led ·'tha p1aoe of saeriU.ea if (Eph ~ 

5,2; Trall ~ j~2; Phil .. 4) . It seems that the con,ce.tption of 

the E\lenarist as th~ ·sacrif.ioe of the. Ohurch f>l'tiggestt};d this 
32 

de&ignatil)'n. tgrutt:1U$ oalls the Eucharist 1 i1the mediei,ne 

of i:mmortality? the antidote. against death , and everlasting 

life in J~sus' Christ" ( Eph . 20 t 2). He admonisMiS; "Take 

c;~u:,e1 th~n, to p art alee of OM Euchar.ist; for one is the 

Plesl\ of o'llr' Lord Jesus Christ 1 and ,one the cup to' unite 'Us 

31: ,~ ' ,' " : ' . ' ,.', ." Merton, r .? GP . Clot.,. Pt> - 116 ... 117. 
32 • 

, Qi,tasten, J • • QP. cit ~ It Vol .. I f POl 66. 
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with His Blood tl end one alta'lt"\1 juetas ther~ l.ts(i)T1.$ bi6'1:1op 

Qssisted by the pl:"esbytery an~ thede.a.eon$~ ,~ fellow ser ... 

vante. it (l?bil . lJ.)... tfThe. Eu¢hariat is the Flesb.Qf 0U.t' 

Saviour Jesus Christ;, which suffered f ,ol" OUlI': aiM t and 

tmioh the Patber in a is loving .... ld.Mnees r-e.i.l1l!ed from tlu~ 

de¥ (S~. ., ,1) . 

,It is here tMt Ignatius t tboughtsl\(;)l<i'$ fol;'th AS 

simple yet pl"Qfoun<t., fu;l.l ,of rich l'.mplic,to;tlof'l.$. It is 

Gtn.btently realist.ic, in t'l'\lesense that it i1.o'W-$ f"Ul a 

d!vinaly g1vane,~p;ari~nc~ of the inJl)Ost reality of tl~ 

)if.st~~y ,.,()f Cbl"ist in His Ohu);"Qh. The ~y to' thAt ~xpe ... 

$"'ience; ware the ~~rs ot Cb:~:htt: .~e t'cQnsuunate~ tn , 

Uro.tyil is the ac::t!o1\ " ,f ti~~le$l wOI"Ghip", our '!ilact'am;!!ltal 

eentUUrilon in l!is body and blood. It l.$· eNwaeter:f.stie Qf 

Ign..'ltiu$ .. to str~B·$ N~atadl:y tna,t: ,CihX',ist;i,atUl. a;J'e united. 

wi.tbC"nrist only wen tbey a~ t:>t\.ewltn thei.r bisbop 

through faith . o'tK!dience and p&rtieutarly ttwougb. PN1;i.~ip4'" 

tt~nin divinewol"sbip. li* does i\Q.t; t"e¢opi~Q. !nd1vidoo.l 

independ~$ fn the apiritual ~if(! ortn tl:m mystl:oa.l union 

with ahrf!i.st, but aclmowledgekJ only one .(U.vln~ union with. 

the Savio~. uamely that aCQouaplished th~ugb litu~gieal 

~,ship, l"e" the oo~u.tYQf tn~ , faithflJl funcd.on1n.g .as 

a l ,ituli'gioal body offe:r':i~ tt.e Euol:wlri.st1$ Sacrifice . 
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'lhe:re is one th.ing w'hieh will constitute. th~ co~:tty 

as one. and tha.t is the Euoharistic Christie sacrifioing 

actionoontinuing in the 14ass . It::ls an understat\4.i.ng of 

tbe Eu.ch.~istic action. .a.a sacrifioe which wUl. give depth 

·()f understanding to Igruat;LU$ f view of the Church. 

The Ma~s is aotually the saorifioe ef Chl'ist:; it is Q. 

e~WOTation of the t"edebptive ~ctions of Christ and also 

the actual continuation of these redeu:ptive ae~ion$ ., Cu1'ist 

began these L'I;ct iollS at the Last SUppQl" a,lJno;$t eWG thousand 

yea.rs agog thl$l.se. ~ctions have g('tn$ unl)l;'oken and \\'11.11 OC4)U"" 

t:tnue to go on withOUt eea.:sing until tba Parousib . Centt'al. 

to obtaini.ng a growing u:ruierstanding of thi.s fllya1:ary lies 

in realieillg that the key to Christ t $ 8ae.r~f ioi41 act ion is 

bis internal attit'lUle Qfaee~pting bis death. Christ' 0 

aotd-on of o'l;»~Mliel'1cQi and l.ove ctlnstit:1;lted. litma vietitu. a 

f~el.y will.ed viotim.. This .a.:ttitude flows ttl. unbroken 

f .8sbion t,hro~h th~ SUpper,. Oalvf.;1ry and lleeul:Tec.tion •. 

mald.ng of them one. unified Action.. Christ 'continuee to' 

have this &a.crifiQiul aetion. :eor the a.surreotlon .ts a 

cent il'\U:t~ ~. present :myste.ry. 'Cbrista.s be 141 ~sent in 

the Eucharistic 4ctionof the !>Jass conti.n:ue.s that .same 

intet-nal attit ude which was 'the heCU1't of his $ac:rifi¢~ at 
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th~ Supper .and. CalV4ry" H0~vet',. in the Mass, t\()t only is 

theattit1Jd.e of Christ invQlv~4, bu.t theve is joined to '}:t; . . 

the: attitude of ·out'&elve.s.. TnEat'efore, the M;il.S$ is Chrintlls 

·¢ontiUll.ing sao~ifiQe. but it i$AlsQ the s.acrifice of the 

Church .. his Wstie;~l. Ih)dV . 

'!'he Mass is thes6lcrific.e of the Ob:u"h in l.;hic.h the 

eomuunity; uhe. pe.opleof God, have assembled. to proclainl 

their unity in to-veQ This is done th~ough the action of 

offeringy d(ad:i.clltion and eonse.ct"ation. in li~l:dQh the Com,.., 

niinity i,aCDtl'ttin.ua.Uy pao&1ngave.r .1l.ntQ the s.t!lller~ of tb~ 

sa,c;red. 

Chl'ist * @ pA$ain~ OVEU;" from th4 wOl"l<1!1)f corruptible 

flesh to the risen wt>r).dis bi$' sacrif{oe ~ '!'he Ohu.l."Oh t $ 

saorifice is he.r participation in the. p4.8Sing over of het· 

Head.. In the E\lohar:!L.stie aet;lon o£tb& Ch.ur¢h. tbe 

Sac·riflce of t:h& Church beCOl¥s id:.ntlieal ~dth the saerific~ 

o·f Ohrist and in doing .60 be.C:O,mes fu11r ttseJ,f. 

In 19nQ.tius' view()i Mal"'t:Yr4~Uit his whole. e.ffort as 

~nother ~l$t was not as offe~er of his sacr:ifiee ~rGly. 

but as vitt)tim of 1te.lsoa. l?Ql" the ma.~vr ltn14Yi.ng do·wn 

hi& life a$ pr:Lest tmd vi.ctim., for Christ t tlu~ Church, 

attains to inQorroptible l.O~f a love that is purely of 

God~ untni.xe4. by any appetite £01" th~ things of too world ow 
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of th~ flesh . The deQl.sive ll'¥>ment for I:g,rul,tiu1) will come 

if H~ persists to the point of death., for tben9 as He saya 

frequel'itl.y. He wil.l Uat:tai.n unto GO<1t II or IlUn'tt> Jesus 

Chri&t."'(Eph'$ t2 ,!2~ ~l> 14,11 'n:'al •. 13,3; Rom.t~2j 

Sm~ '\' 11,1) 

'l'lrl.$ is the ta.sk of us prie.s,ts, sealed with the 

,character of his prieatl'\ood, t o .eon!.QJ'l';l ,ourSQl. vei!;t :tn all,. 

things te tbe H~ad . Chl\"ist is the apt instl,"UMnt tor the 

divine a~:t;ion of sanctifying the human race... 'ClU'i$t;i.s an 

apt 1nstll'U~nt by Q.;ftering 's.ae~d.fieet, but by offa.r.1ng a 

I~H~ct:':tfice of. ~thich he ~C!Ul!, not onty the pri~s,t but &lao the 

viotim.. Thegift he offe.rs tQ hi$' Fa.ther is nOM otner 

than hilMelf . Hill life is a continual. hol()cal1st t,)y whieh 

everyt;lU1lG that 1s 'in. billl is bumt up in the consumingfirfA 

Ofs~l.f ... 1~lat ion,. To do t.h~ 'iliLl of hi$ Fat~;r is hia 

vltllry meat; t:h~ food tbat $ustta1ns hila. It i 's for thu only 

thgt he came., to 40 the wi1-1 of tl'lM. Father wl\1.) sent him; it 

is the $Ol~JM~nins and pu~$;e of bis life and m$sio'n .. 

Ignatiw~ j Martyrdom ,i$ ~li:t:ne.~a to the. PX'i~$t wh.Q is 

Qur tood61; this is the U$d ,tQ 'WhoJa W'~ mat 'belikAoned; 

not ~~ly pri~$t j butvl.ctim, of his sacr:ifiee. That 

Christ should be: victim as wsl1' B,sp,rie.st of his s.acrifice 
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"':.faa th~ p7r,'i.t::i~ tb~ Fath,e;v a$k~df,()r llfe.4etl.'lPtiQn , in actu 

iiiriXllC1;and the $~t~y i)f th. dirlnepl.atJ. ,,'au~ly$hQWlll 

that th. t»<"i/!;$ Ckid t\O'Wi .a.l~ fu.1' the ./leQ()II\Iplt ."l~ntj)f ti:~~t 

-wt>r-k it}. aet u S~qU).:td~· 1$ tbat 'We, pl'i~$ta afbu" ~b~ l.ike.ne.$.,$ 

·QfChJ.'!f.si;: $Ml.t "Vi~tinl$ n4o.$ v.i~t 'ims ¢~l.etely self ... ' 

il'tlnot.atad t f»f thQ $Acrif':Lea ml Qff",'t" in bis lla_ .. , 

In th~ 8,ac~ifi.~ ~f tq$ Churah,Christ i$ pid.~$t a'!;},d 

yiet:i:EI1.. 19nati,us-,f emph~i\sis on *X.ttyr4otn "'$ tbe e1.1~ of 

th~ Cl'wi4ltian life~a~~ th0~k (It the. Ch,is,ti~n a~eept;tng 

the lite Sl'l4 tha:t 4~$'tt!ny wh:t~h ClQtl the 1!ath.r ll~s given ... 

All of us in tb~ Saerifici\ of the MaeHi) are exerbisi~ WI' 

vill'l"i~l:le4.il~ees of th'tl. p.:lfia.$tt.Ul'Q41of ch",-l.st in proport:t;t)t\ 

.as ~~e aiQ4ep:1: nQtilTiht:.lQ;<lp That i$~ QU~ Vt'ieatl.y func.ti~n$ 

f<'>l"ientat~ us to ac(!~,t that ~:hichtif.e isd.olng t.o us . It 

1& in tbe ~ot:t.onofeo1l'].tinual.l..y ~¢~e.pt:tng 11;11 th:Lt fro .. the 
. . 

Flltther that ,~on$tilNt~$a ~l.iv:i~ . and rel1up11c.ating; <>1 

Oh:fI'ist ~ $ .fll)tioll , ofoOedienCl6 an4 l~ve 't . n.d.f,li . a,.e:C$·ptAn¢e i.e 

·eMp~@soad abQ'V~ all in the, Sa~if i~of the :tees 0 



C:HAPTER IV 

PRIESTLY SANCTITY .i\ND SACRANENTAL .. Gn..4.CE 

Prom the profound experience of the mystery of Christ, 

a pl:'iestly experienoe, Ignati:u$ spoke in the full. eonsoious-

ness of the Christian vocation, the splendor of the Church -

the Mystery of Christ in His Church . His theology is a 

theology of praise, a hymn of thanksgiving surrounding an 

act of Sacrifice ~ He ~ings the pra.ises of the Church, the 

no<1y Cl'\rist~ He emphasizes re.peatedly the real-tty of 

Christ, flesh and spirit, in His historical pt'ese.nce. in 

His eucharistic presence ., and His re~l pre se.ncein His 

Body the Church. 

In Igri:atius' letters we will not find a collection of 

theses but a liturgy pointing to one spiri.tuality of the 

pri~sthood through which all priests IIIlBt find their 

snnctificationv It seems that we can view Ignatius' Chris ... 

tology of grace and his Ecclesiology of grace to structure 

a point of view on the theology of what the pri.esthoo.d is. 

rro the extent that a theology of the priesthood in the 

Chris.t:ian context i.8 conceived, then can we appreciate the 

personal sanctity of the priest as an instrument of grace 

Where the membe.rs of Ch:r1st are "consummated in unity." 

The theology of the priesthood which is be,ing develope.d 

today seems to be veering away from that individualistie 

61 
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theology which has tended to regard the prie.sthood as con .. 

siating sole.ly and essentially in the communication of 

sacramental powers. We are now witnessing the gradual 

disappearance of a the.ology which also in the ability to 

conaecrate the It'uChliU"is·tandto confer absolution powers 

tha.t were held and eKeraised by the priest indepe.ndtly of 

any bishop. ex.ce.pt perhaps were the. nicet iea of jur~sdic-
33 

tion were. co·nceme.d. 

Contemporary theolQgiane have gone about combatting 

this 1ndiv.1dualistic the.ology of the . pr:te.·sthood and the 

conseque.nce.s it has fostered. Their proce.dure has been a 

return to the historical origins of the priesthood in 

apostolic times and to rediscove.r its fundamental con-

ception. Tbe Apostie.s had received their priesthood frotn 

Christ. 'rhey had X'$ce;tved th~ powers of til,eir priesthood 

from Clu;-ist to be. exercised in complete dependence on Itttn. 

They had been incorporated into a share of His unive.rsal 

and unique Prie.sthood. Thus they poss~$se.d a Pl"iesthoQd, 

or perhaps batt-er, they weN possessed by a p1:'iesthood. 

:rj;au;~ ·· '~~-:~Th;~t~gX~-~-t--t;; ;p~~~yt~~~~~.- 'roledo, 
Ohio . West and Midwest Diocesan' nIrectors of Vooations, 
1961. Cf. Apperr.dix for a list of Contemporary Studies 
either for or against' this concept of prie.sthood. 
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which it was PQ,$sible for them to ex-e:.rcisia ouls in 'lAlion 

with and in dependence. ,upon Christ 1 who · is the sole Priest 

of the New Law andthie unique Mediator betW<ee'nGod and '~n o 

even after the ordinati01lo£ the ApQ.stlas, then was ;still 

only one PI'ieat . As .Marsch puts it; "OtherS! hav$., had SQme 

partio.i pation ·of the priesthood: H(? h4S it: in its entirety, 

or X"atner f Be does 1:1.ot so much have it as be 1. t • He is all 

thepries~hood ... Besides He is llO,t a pri~$t:~m.ong priests~ 

greater than the other'eJor holier . He is the uniqUe Priest 
34 

••• He exhaust.s in Rimsel.f... All prie.s'thoQd. II 

The priesthood of the Apostles, precisely 'because it 

was a share in the PTiesl'thood of Chri$t. did not: cons;i.st " 

so lel.yor ecuumtially in their partioipated. power to()ff~r 

the Sacrifice of the New Law, tha.t is, to; ohangeth~ bread 

and wine at Mass into the saorifice.d Ik>dy and Btood Qf 

Chris\: ~ For Christ Himself wa.s Priest not nlllu::'laly by Hi$ 

rEM!leUlptive $,~erifio:e up&n the Crose . indee.4 He CQculd ll(,}t 

even have offere.d such a $acrif ice if lIe had i'lQt .already 

be.en Pri.est first and eS~Hmtiallyby His Incarnation. As 

Cardinal SUha.~d haspnl'ased it: t 

. 34 . . . . . . 
Mersch, E. ,*,t.:'al-itxand The !1l~t,ic~l Bodl; p. 141. 

( Quoted' By Suhard , Priests Among Men, PO! ],,0). 
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"Christ, did not only f ill the funat ion of a p1:."i ~st, He was 
3S 

Priest" He is essentiallv, Priest . It And this by virtue 

of His Incarnation . Masure haG! supplied us with the neces-

$or1 diGtinoti~ns; 

ttt'h.e sacrificeQf Jesus is &u aot t both -on Calvary and 

at the Last Su.ppet' . His priesthood" homver. is a state, 

sincE.t it springs from His nature, from Uis t l'.lTofold nature 

in the unity of His Person. Christ is still a Priest., and 

He always will be. As Mediator,. He never ceases ~cting to 

reooncile and un.itel:l:tsFath~r and Men. N/.GIvar during Uis 

mortal lif~ did He int«,u:'X'Upt the exaraise of His funct ions 

as an int~rmedia~Jt required for the glory of Hi$ Father 
36 

and for the $piritual ne.~ds of iOOn~" 

To say that Christ was !!riest by His Incarnation is to 

$ay that: He was Pri4ltst by Hi$ e,ve~yaetion as man, by Uis 

pril.y~r , His study of the Scriptures" Hi'$ teaching, by Ris 

compassion, His he.aling of the sick, 'His forgh~ness of 

sina, by the love of the Good Shepherd for His sheep; as 

well a$ 'by the sublime. act of Ris suffering and d~a.th i.n 

which He offfiitred allt:hat He haG been a!'lQ, done in a climax 

35- . . .. . . . 
Suhard, E ~ , op. Clt~ 

36MaBUre, E~ t l?~risb Priest, Chicago , Ill., F'ldes: Pub­
lishQ~S Assoeiation,1955~ p . 120 9 
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of obedi\\t'n¢e: to His Father. Christ , in .passing on to Hie 

Apostles Qshttl"Ea in. His Pri~sthocYd •. was passing on to them 

~ ,Sill,are in ~ll that, His PriesthoQd. wa.s; namely, a labQr of 

B.postQlic and rede~tiva love culm:i:nating in th.~ ,sacrifice 

of Himself, henceforth to bei~morial,ly presented by the 

t'"itua:l :sacrifice of bread and. wine . 

ltJUst ae t~e eu·eht.u'ist h I the S,Q.,crliltnent of the 

RedeJnp'tion, but :ls not it$elf tbe 'Redemption and 40,es not 

constitute it, SQ the powe:r~() celebr .ate. the. EUehar1.s.t ;1$ 

the$.a¢re.ltlIl'!nt of the priesthood that ~f confers, but it 

does not e:Khaus't the !loti.on Q-f the priestnoo4, Our Lo:rd 

l.nstitut~d nis Apostles Pl'iests lfhen He said! ItHoe fa~ite 

in mEjam co~,mora:tiQn"~:/"'ii}.rut at!tually theit" priesthood is 
:\-t\, _ ' '..' ':"i" ~ ;:" I .' . 

de:finflid by their pa.rt i~,.tpati'on in thepr1esthcod ef Chrj,st t 
.37 

that i.s ~ in ai.s un1ve:rs$1 functi()n as Mediator!" 

If it: is . t rue that the priesthoE)d of the Apost;l~1i'l at¢! 

not cO'tl.$ist sol.alY in tne sac;rament41 p<,wereconierre.d em 

them by Christ;. but t .... ns r-ather a participation in ais total 

Pt'ie6tnood, it iseq-u.ally ti"Ue that the priesthood. ·of thos~ 

whom the Ap<i>st le.s app0inted and ordained in their pl~ce was 

not confined to thase s4eramenttl.l J;u;:.wet"$ either. The: 
-,! - .-,~.- -~- .- ... -- ~-~-'-- - -- ~-

~-~--31 --' ---~.~. ~. ~~.~. . . -:~------~- ~. ~-----~--

. Maeure. , E.. op, Clot: ~ t p~ 54., 
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cOU$idere.tion,s above giv~ \'l.sa ba.sis fot' affirming just 

what its extension t\1i!\S. Like. th~ ~iesthood. ·of the. 

Apoetl~M!I, itoo'l'l.ld t!.foly be. a shar:ein the totAl PriestnQod 

of christ" But sJ'.l'l.oe it wa~ thQ wnique l?ri.as.tnood p.at'tio-

ipat<ll.d precisely through the Of>tnmUni.fi:)atioll. t ·() ()th~l"'s by · the 

Apostles ·of funo:tl.ons ~1hich Wel"'e thel.'l's direQt1.yft'()ID, Christ 9 

the 'Pri~~th(}od or these others was dest:imed to be bo"!;h 

origi.nated ende~er41$e.d in d,('!,pendenee. '!.xpan the APtlstle:s, 

and not si~y in depe.nde:n¢e. uppn Chl~ist. It WfU~ the 

in$pi:re.d d~oisi.()n of thCil A:PQstle,8 to :invite ~ndQrdain 

'otber$. into a Silhar-e of their p11ie$tlyl. abora and P()l~:fS . 

But the whole p'Qint is th.a,t this WAs frltHll the begi nning a 

limite.d share.: ·tha t i.t the I)ri~i<n of: th.~ ;£ frat de.aeons, 

and later of the Pt'fHibyt~ri ... eq?isc()pi.i' W'hQW'¢t"~ simple 

'pt'ie,a.ta, and finalty of bish<rp$, like Timothy or 'I'itu$., 

Tl}eSQ tnJan. were. ·to e)(~?;"o(se thair priesthood und~rthe 

authority and dir.acti mof the A.PQstles . And this tva 

Il\Ore than a tnattelr'Ocf jU.:ll"isciietion . l'he currant canonical 

notion of jur'iiSdiction has been sharplyc3dtioized a$ not 

taking "Suffi(l:ient a~e()untof the dQmini<'>l10f the prte.s t .. 
.38 

hillod of soqover the prietJthood. of oth~r$ .. H It was a 

sa t..,< • . l' ':l " 
I ""l.d. t p+ .2...t. 
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matter' of Order as we;ll " Fot' if the'se men shared iii. priest ... 

hood by ~ace 'Which was. Ch:r.~!st ~ s by nature, it tvas never ... 

theless. a grace r(!d{d."~d through ot'dit\atio't) f'r~m somaone 

,-(ho poasess,H'ld it .mo1"e fully, and whotvas ot'dainingonly t ,o 

COnutl!.lni-¢~te1:1 .share of ,{.fnat he himself PP$s~f$s~d · in. full .. 

'the cQtl:s'eque:nces of th~$e facts for th~ theo1.0gy .and 

'sanctity of the J:)ria'St tod~y al:"e significant ~ 

" 'l"here is t'tot. only a b.iararcby tlf ju:risdittion, but . 

a1$0 a hierarchy of Order. Thl.S does not meanm.er-ely that 

th~ inff!riul"l$ have . fewer pO't.rerl$ than :the superfers t but it 

signifie.s that th:e inferi!»:'s e::leraiEu.~ th~ir' l'0~ra only in 

deJ:¥!n~eMe upqn ttwir $\1perio:r:s.. St.rictl.y spe$k~ngt ¢'I.t.en 

if , they' had the s.a~ powe.rs of Ordet"8 t as is th.e c ase today 

Q:!: the auxil,iary biahQP by the s.ide of t:he Titul,ar bishop j 

that I.",ould not le~$ei'n .their,· d.ep,en.deno~ in .t hQ 'exereisa . of 

theif' PQwer~ ~ tn fact 1 $0 gr~at ,fst1he ir. de'Penden~e W'ith 

Nspe~t to cert.ain~f . these . ~oymrs f . that they would ceaSe 
39 

to be v6tlid if th.asupe..riol"s/ lSO dec:ided _ II 

HTbe presbyt-eral pll'iesth:ooQ. iather¢fC)J;'e.fa partial and 

suhol'4i.nat.a pm::'tteipAtj,on in t he ~'f,f~Qopal prie;;sthoo(L It 

is . conterrl1.'d, by a partial al1.d euboX'dinat~ part ieipatie'n in 
....... .... ~ .• _ ! • ~ :t .. ' m." " ; ' .... ~'--

:39 ,. ' 
Ibid . ; P ~ 6.3 , 
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tlla £UcharistiepQ~~'(;.l of the bishop . Ttl,e, priest JU'.l.X'ti¢+ 

ipates, unde:r th~ direction of a:rA with-in the-limits fixed 

by the bishop" in. the s,ac·eI~Qtaldutie.s of the tatt'el,"~ 

which s:t"..a., as teTe ha'V~ said, hol.y and ~ji3;tlctifying. 'Ina.smllQh. 

.as tl"l.e pwiest partioipat~s or111' partially anQ :i.n adi$'" 

~ontinUOU8 v;ay in the~Q episcopal f'unct ions, he (Hnl$~ek 

tnaans of a.a:noti.fication else'llm~r~ , as f'ot" e:.campl li2: it1. th-a. 

a.seetic state of lif{l! of the reU.giou.s . ,Bu.t he T,..ill first 

of al1l:ilake use of tl"eaemeans thtkt flow fTQti1 his O'Wn. 

state, :which iG that of thel)'<irticipated and s'uiz,orditl.li!lte. 
. 40 

exeli"(',dse, of the eae:eriot4l1 ch.arity of the hish.6p." 

1;.\le beed to cQns!dern.owth~ ess'ential principle of tb.e. 

bishop f $ pt"iesthood in which th~ pri~.lit , shs.res ~ . InsQfar as 

the priest.MoQ. of the hishop i@ i;t; .s:.;;lf a shu~ i.n ttle total. 

pric,stho'Od of Chri,$t f .it QOl1si$t~ ~$a'(il.ntially in Apostolic 

aM. p-astoral .Qharit';y Ii tlutt is, in p~1I:':ee¢t love of God !.inA: 

~n pr:e¢isely a ,s ~)\)erei$~d through the: pastoral ~:'Uf;'r~ of 

God's people . It i,s , in fa-ct, t h:L.s "'A{h1)$tolic .and pQ.sr~o~al 

charity '>71deh definel:l t:hri!. ~pi.$cop&l I$ta~l;e (:;,f Pf!rf'eotiiju 
41 

proper to the bishop. " Does this mean that the ),:f,assand 

.. ' 40.' . . . . " 
-Ibid", p . 6.3 t t~te J. ~ 

41 
Ibid. . ,1 p ", 56 . 
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the Saerame.n.ts, then. be.9:dme no more. than the r.oo.ans th.rough. 

.vhieh this p:lstoral charity is exe.rc:ts~d? Ha.ve they no 

more intr insic relatio'l.l to the priesthood. than that? In,.,. 

de·.ad they have, and they !1r~ far more tr..a.n an oxtrinaie, 

but perhapa dispellS(lbl.e, ~xp1"e~$iQ;n. of thist pastoral 

cb.arity. MthlUl"e ,r10uld say th.at the. i:}.lcharist iS 1 in fact, 

the efficacious Sl,gtl in which this pastoral charity i s at 

once re.pre;sented , containQd and re.!l:lized. 

liThe ttlchari$'t contains Qharity an~create$ unity, 

'becOiiuse i t is the body of Chrlst HimsQ;lf, who reconciled. 

~od with Man~ and men alOOng thellU,lelves.. . r.lhe.n the bishop 

o~lebrate.$ the Holy Sacrif ioe of the MAs,g, the~fQl~, he 

doee not inte.rru.pt 'this apostolic activity that re.quir\1!s 

him to spl:"ead the kingdom q:f;:. GOd, eVP..l"ywhere 1 to' dis .... 

$e;minate the kho~,~1¢4i~ err the :file-thex' ~ndo:t th~~ Son, in 

whioh ete.rnal lite COMist&~ But he eonee.ntrat~s tbi$ 

unity and c1v;).rity which .U"t\ in his care in an emiMntl 

e.fficacious as ~ll as symboli~ rite. . t.Jithout C21ver .ceasing 

to De a 'bishop, he io n~;·J'er." mora a bi,shop, at least on the 

l~vel of e.fficACious sa.¢~~ntal. signs " than when he. llJOunts 

the altaf' $te.ps to beginonc:e age.in the 4te.:t."nal n1Yste~ of 

charity, and to rene.w. thanks to the unique sacrifir;::e. ? tht~ 
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unity of the nwstioal body t in the ima.ge of ~nd through the. 

virtue. of the unity-of the Eucharistic body. The bishQP 

must be holy and filled with charity everywhere and always u 

But he demonstr~tQ$. ritual.ly that he is holy, and he. per-­

forlnS the sacramental act that makes him holy Wilen he 

celel>r~tes the mystery of the. d~ath of the. Lord,the dea.th 

that sa.ved and sanctified us, ... when be offers up the. 

aac.:t>ifiee that reoonciles us to God and unites us to our 

b1"Qthers.. In this sense the Eucharl.st ,. ttega.~les'S of 11.(1)"'1 

manyd~finition.s \~ be given of it ,. is the effica.cious and 

~aQt1ngs~n of the holiness of tbe bisbop, who !'QUat be 

holy beCQ.U$0 he is b~it" to the ndemptive charity of 
42 

Christ . It 

'Ihis conccc.ption of the Eucharist in relation to the. 

total, Pll'iesthoQ,d of the bishop is at once profound and 

fundamental to the the.o)..ogy and sanctity of the pa:-iestbood. 

For what is here said 'Of the 01.$1\,op hol.ds also to Q. lesser 

and participated extend of the ~dmple priest.. If the $il:q>le 

priest has been orda:{ned to: a share in the essential grace 

and of:fi~e of the episcopacy, then tne essence. of Ilia 

Pl"iesthood , too,witl be a p~.ticip.e.tiQn in the pastoral 

- 4:lI ·b' 1.4 ' , . 5' 6 57 ' "" .. . p,,- ~ 
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char-ity of Christ o And if the effica.cious signol! this 

part ioipation .for the bishop is the Eua..1tarist t it will also 

be so for the siq>le pl"i~st, l4ho bas been ordained to shlU"e 

in tbe saeralM·nt(l.l power and grace of the episcopacy ~ 

"It: no lo~er ,rt!a'YAS any Sense tot1.sl¢ .... w,hethera man 

is, .a. priest by X'es-son ·of the power to cele'bt'ate or by 

partioipation in the ltIe.diatot"Y functions and graoes of 

Chri~t 0 For .a man is a priest by "'GaBOn of both, in two 

diffe~n; :umsea f on twopat>s,11el le.vels t, the. leve.l of sigl:l~ 

and th.at Gf its 001.\tttent . Consequently, Q man wilO' has 

l!"e.ceived the power to Qele.brat:e tbe' Euoharist can and e.ven 

lQUst ipso facto regularly exe.rcise all tbe e.post:olic 

iunct·ions of Christ. CO!l\Terae.ly; no one oan l.egitimately 

take Christta place in His ministry of mediation unless he 

has r~ce.ive4 th~ power to consecrate the Euchal!'i~tic hod.Ye •• 

'We m1ghtev~n dare to say that ea,eh 4ay the pl"iest .~. 

exercise.s the priesthood of Christ in two ways . He eNer ... 

cises the pri.eathood oncerituall.:y, and indeed I"~ally. when 

he celebrates Ma.sD.. He exell'td.ses i t another way the Net 

of the day" as b~ .\llsoompU.shcs tbe. works Gf h .is lDin1st:nr of 

priestly enarity .... Tbese twOmodeB C4nnot be added together, 

nor do tbey nplaae one £l1\other,~ The celebrat ion of the 
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Holy Sac.rifiee of . the Mass .is t11.8. sacramen.tal sign of the 

apcsto110 ministry, the latt-er being norxnall"y and neces .... 

sarily . the prinoiple as 'l¢ell as the consequence, of. the 
43 

former." 

This theology of the j>r$..esthood h~$ l:>rli>ught U$ to see 

that the -essential prinoiple of sanotity foX" the prie.Elt,. as 

for the bishop in whose priesthood he sh.ares.is the elCer .. 

cise 0.1; paetoral. charity. 

The first and OlOst .i;~-rtantoo.nsequen~e of this my 

be stated in thQ fo.t'QI. of a pd.no:tpl.e: thepri$stis to 

sanetify himself in and tbrough his priestly and apostolic 

du~tes flf state . This .; ho~ver, is a prinoiple which ca.l.ls 

for ilIlQadiate clQl"i(ication, since it is ·o~n to so muoh 

misundaratanding.. It is the whole question of a nspiritual-

ityoi actio-nit whioh has cau&~ $0 tnUQ.b discusa;ion. PO$- . 

aibly in :'athe.r violent r-eaotion ,to the suggestion tb,at the 

~rfeeti0nof the priest will consist simply in ni$ adop­

ting the x,-eginE of religious U.fe as hl.fJ own. sotDe authors 

have rejected all the traditional wealts of sal.'lctifi~ation 

and insl.stecithat the priest' $ sianetity U.Ba only in the 

4S .. . 
. Ibid .. , Pt> . 58 .. 59, 

t 
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specific occupations of his iUinistn"~ saeraments i breviary, 

preaching, directd.on of souls . The pria@t; they expla.in; 

should find his sanctification solely in the duti~9 of hi s 

state, i . e. Hin" .and t}u;'ough the apc>$tol,ate; sanctity is 

1\01: to be. foundell!t~ept in the punotual, acoot:nplishtllf!nt of 
44 

his dutie$ of state . 

autsueh a po~ition i$ guilty of grac.e ~vers .itnplifiea .... 

tion in ;supposing that a life of apostolic activity .is 

self-aultlO'tifyl.ttg becausepriastl.y action is of itself a 

prineip1.e. of perfection.. .~ cannot find sUf.)poa:'t in 

tradition of Christian spirituality for an eztAggarat ion of 

th.i~ sort t and. the Chur ch has jU$t:l~ cond~mned similar 

views £0"1;' tMi:r inadequacy. Neverthele.$s t 1t woul.d be, an 

equally aeri.OUB mistake to conclude from this that act i on 

ba.a not An es,se.ntta.l pat't. in tbe sanctity of thepriQ6t q 

1ti8 indeed aties$.entia.l cOlllpOne,nt of that sanetity, and 

thet"~ is a very vali.d sense in :wb.icll we can speak of a 

sp.irituality of act.!.on.. '1'0 Stl;'UctlU"e it quite ell.rnplS"1 

action is of value only insofar as it expresses that thel)'" 

lo.sieal ,cha:d.ty which is tbee4lse;nc.e.of prie!3tly sanotifica .. 

tion 4nd ell oth(1;'" perfection.. SUQh action is absolut~ly 
t . 

44H~U.era.n, w ~ .J., Di~esan SPiri;ua.t.itl: Toward A 
'lh~Qtogl . l'ol'e40 , Ohio . ~;.J'est and Nidwest Diocesan Direc .. 
tors ofVooat ions t 1961 ~ 
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n~iCasaary to the e,."Cereise of pastoral charity, the offering 

o·! aac:oifice and the adl1lini$t:_r~tion of ea.cramente, t'lhieh 

are the essenee and embodiment of his priesthood. But what 

is final,ly. needed to in$Ut"e that this neoe.$sM"yaction ie 

really a,nexpre-tJeion of theolcgica1 cllarity p andth.e.refo~ 

a true pl":ineiple Qf his $piritual perfection", is that the 

prie.st have some set of _ans at his disposal. f Ot" the 

constant purification of hb intention. Fo%' whether deti.on 

is an exp:ression of. oharity or not isdete.rmined ulti.mately 

by it.s intention. N(Jw ,there are a r.ul:t:i.tud.~ of ~Q'n$ open 

to the priest :to;" the purpose of purify-ins his i ntention; 

in faot , al.l. the t~a.d;i.tiona11tleAns of spiritu.ality propof;lcti 

by the. Church down the centut":i.~.s can f ill this role = 

principal among them are perSOlllll.l. prayer. l1'IQt'tificatio1\, 

the s.p;i.!l;'it of t:heev$..ng~lieaJ" ,¢ou:t\sel!$ . 

HQwe:ver, wnate~r means are used , all must de.vel.op in 

the pri~st .an inne;< ¢Ol'l$(:ious:nes~ oftnat red-elJl)tive l-o.ve 

tlthich. Christ eo-nt '!:nu&$ to carryon iu his Church.. t~<IilJml.y , 

that work ofred~mptiV:e lov~ t\f~lich is: a priestly one of 

mediating hiw Oml d1:vine. life to nl$n.. At the · very heQrtQf 

.this work i .s the .act: of saeri~ice; and the heart of t;he act 

of sacrif i ce is the ;-ed~q1t:ive. in:tent of OhrlBt ~ 1'0 enable 

nl,lsChU1"'¢h to pat'tieipat.e in tills rede'q,tive saeJ;"ificial 
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intent, Christ bas communicAted to his followers that shaN 

in hisOlV'n prie&tl.y power that: we oal.lthe sfl,t:cramental 

ollara.cter. S1 tuatcad by ratttlal!" QQ~n agt·e,ement in the area 

of operative power, the .sa~r$Jne'lr'\ta.l charactel:" is a germinal 

sS.s1milat!on to O'l;wl.st in .his redeGud:ns: aacl."i.ficial 

attitude that is· mant to o.~ to actuation in the Chris ... 

'el.an 's eOI18Q·ious ps.t'tioipation in s.aere.~ntal l.ife . It is 

obvious ho"", proUlin~nt finality is in the nQtion. of the 

character: a.s an operati.ve power it is orientation to 

aeti,on.,. and the verty a.otion in qucsti.on 1s tbee'htt'Y into 

oonmuni.on with Christ1$ salvifie inte.nt . since it is the 

charactell' that inC:l()rporat~~ us into the )t7etieal. Body, it 

isel.ea.t" that Chr-ist' s c.aus;ing of thi.G characf:el;" in htfl 

members gives t o his Chu2;"ch an eflse.ntially apostolic 

Qrientati~.. '!'b.e ea.upal finali:;:u.l:~i'Qn of the $l.a;ra¢t~:t.' is 

directed towards 'mans two final. goals: t ovfat"ds his :i.n­

teltnal fin,al goal of unending p03se,asion of supernatural 

Ufe ;tn .glo%"j1. towards hif$ 'e.xi!ernal f:!.nal goal. tJil.6 Fathell"t 

th.rough an act of saorificial wOl'ship in this life and 

througn be.at ifio vision in the nextif BV virtue. of this 

character, the member's of the Church .a,re able to speak tbe 

effective words of Christ. to impal!"t hist:r~nsf()rudng 

influeneeto the world in which they are $itu~ted, to 
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r.t'Ie4,iat~ th~ finality of theereate.d universe in an aot -of 

wo~~hip of tbe Fatile:, " Or, to pu.t it a:nllitner 'ii1a;y. by 

virtue of t h Ell charaoter ~~rs of the ChW;'fS;n alt'e Nndel."ed 

6l.pt; inst:ruments tnand through t~homChrist can continue 

those &~lvific actions he b¢g&l.l tW(} tl)o,UGand ycaars ago. ap,d 

the preeis.e acts of the ChU1;"ch in whioh ChriBtts continuing 

a:ctivity find3 l'dghe$t expression are the. sacraUlents" In 

this prQ(!~ea the hutnan int!~nt: of th.e Church is the instru ... 

mant of the human intent of ,Christ which is itl tu.rn the 

instrt;llRe.tlt of the 41vine, QnativlS intent; thQ aa.craInental.. 

WONS ' that tl:).e Churoh uses to f!l'press this inte.nt are the 

>;/ords that aturist i$spe<llkin~ thr"O\l.gh his OhUt"ell. and 8U\"e 

alsc the words that the Father is speMing to men in his 

Son. . It is abovea.ll in the Ellch.at-istie ,flilOl~ifict! t ha t the 

Cbrist:t~n (l"~n:ttv encop,nterl$ the. ~;I<:>rd ·tbat the f'ather is 

speaking to it and through it: j 'but; i t is also in t he l-jaS$ 

that the Chri./St:ian eOl'lll'llJtUty $,p~aks the t.;ord. back to tll.(3 
45 

F~tMr :in wor.ship __ 

$ the priest inten$ifi~B hisconsoiQusness .of 

mdiating Christ!$ redemptive love tn .and tb.;rC1tJgh E\l(:h.arb .. 
45 -.i .... ,.-. '_.- - - :e . - ~' • . ' _ .. : 

COoke. Do, J •• Itl'l)e- Sac~awent8 .a$ the Cont1nuing Acts 
of Christ . t! .f . Pl·o().~d~~~ of . the \ s1~~ee,nth Aqnuaicon,ve.nt ion 
Qf the Oatho;licTbe()l~g,lL~ai SO~letl<!f A ... r1c~.pPII 58 ... 66 .. 
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tiC! ,ae,tion, thia b$o.¢)ti.1es the most e;ff~c,t;ive. fru:;tor in itd.s 

OWl\ pe;!'s'olUll st\nc:tif;icatiotl~ H!~ sj?trituaU.t,· is then 

hmsed on the ~ta,r~i~eo:e perfect charitl@ not simply ot1 its 

. ~t' e.oq't!l.l.$J. . :ton. 

ln$~y, the prie$tnocd, of the i\p~st).eS t and th«~¢"" 

. ' t....\.. ..:l h.' •••• fot;'e (!If t~~-e b4.$~4"PS ,mo $uoea~~ t em, It. a {)4Ml"tt~l.pat.l.Qn. 1.0. 

\the tQtal unique Priesthood of Oht'!zs't; " Christ; $ pri~~f;hobd 

fo1.1o-wed.from lii.$ In~td.onJ finding its perfect:: :$xp.r-e's ... 

sionin His pastora·leharity £01' Hb fl{i)ek and its e.ffiela, ... 

oiou$ $~ in His :t'ed~mp:tive sac;r!f:tea'l T'bee,ssente. of the 

pr1~st1u:)'pd of the b1$hep is ~:' participation of the paeto~al. 

ehat:'ity of O~ist and*t:$e.£fie,a~l.ous sign is the hittC~'t'ts .... 

tic .sa,orifice" 'l'h~ $'~ can be said of the prie:sl;h<.lod .of 

't'l:l.e$,imvl.e p:t;'.ie$t; to La lee,.Gar and part:i(d.p&t~4e"t~nt , 

since b1$ sila;:t'¢ in theprieatboo4 of Chvifit is ~QultlJ.mieated 

to him pT~''.ise.l.y Q,.$i' a tlarticdpat ion ·of the. l)l':'iesthood, of the 

b.!ishop. But thill), pas.t;ot'al. ol'UU"'ity (Jtf ita \l'e:1'1 nAtu)t~ 

d,6~$ a.C}.tion. a,nclcoI'l.versel.y, th. a.po$tolicaoti.on of the 

priest must ~ in ever1 iusta,nce an ~q;n."es,siQn of pastQral 

QMrity.. '£he. liQ.k be.t.~enchi4t·ity and aotiGt\ :t~ intention . 

And truu:-e.fore the, ~#Uei.al ~:Jf to the.; satl.etifio'atiQu of the. 

pr!.est in pt·2:ctiee. it put-it" cf:i.ntentl,Gn and, the lM.a;M to 

~¢hieve it; 



CHAPTER V 

CONOLUSION 

Ignatius wae fully aware that as 4 Chl."istian~ u a 

p~ieet, and atlPve all as a bishop, het;rae: filled t<tith the 

glory of the Rise.n Christ 0 IHs vocation to Mart1z'dQID '!Nas 

the pledge of the i1.\ll1inent revelation 0·£ that g10ry llt Him.$ 

oona\'~t(tjd in ·pe.rfeet I!u.'ld even visihle uniQn" Martyrdom. 

is the cl.i.max of p~iest:ly sanotific~'I;ion, aM at that 

twU¥;:nt the s~c~d passicn and res\LrreCttion of th,e Lord wa.re 

made ~i$i'ble and manl'£eGt in His priEtat, His wl.tne:$s ~ who 

entel;'ed through the PaDeha Christi . into perfeot and un ... 

dyingunic:m with th~ Riaen 'Lo.rd. 

Prieliltly Slanetiiioation fl.owillg out of victim.~ood. 

bnc4l.1s.a Christ if5 'b.oth priest and victim! To be e.sse,nt:ial. .. 

1y:w-ha.t; Christ: is means e.ss~ntially that the priest*s 

personal s.anctity develops Qut h:i'.$ aoccptanc~ o,f Uwt life 

QUg, th$;t daetiny which God th~ Pa.t:hel~ hail giv~n t ·Q hiJll~ l'~ 

acct'r.pt s..U. a6>pects of his. per.zonal l.ivi.ng $oS the Father 

doing \fhat He wil.ls to that life, is a.. meat profound 

prieiiltly (;:tcti.ou which the p.ri¢$t e)J~reiu·e.s ill. the So.c,)."'ia:ice 

of the ~S$ .. 

l'hus dail.Y Ma:$$ is if\d.eed. & lI.d.ifficult aotion •. 1! The 

liken~ss of Christ 8.8 priest is stamped indelibly on a 

person ~,m~n the bi$hop impQSQ$ his hands in ordination; 

78 
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tha:tlikeneas Game taasillt as a necessary effect of the 

valid sael'."a1nent .. AM it is .tIl. likenes$ nothing OIilIl\ efface ~· 

A priest fo-rever; fQr~V'Qt' . <tnTist t S Act of offet'in~ when the 

words of canseorat ion are Pronounced in. the Vase ,; But hie 

vie:timl'\oQd dees nO"\: (lomet\!() el~s;tl.y , no}:' does it t~fM!neo 

indefectible . "Itmee:ns entet"it\g on a nCl.-1 life, u S4"l,YS the 

Holy Father in Men'ti t..tostrae, his charge to priests, a life 

which will be..co~ iN1.diant with t he gl.ories of Thaboi' only 

Hhen it haa fir~rt been seated with the suffe.rinGs Qf our 

I~~deeJ:O.er ,on Cal,vary; and tbi.s ~.e.ll$ for hal'd und unreudt; .. 

ting toil . 1t 

The host on th$ eorpQ,,"al. the hlood in the ch.alice,. 

hold a new message . The host speaks bloQd.leea body, a 

sacred body <trained of ' every <trop of bl.oo!'!l in complete 

ao¢ept~e Q.£ the: ll'$:ther I swill.; the 1!iliQ,1 :i.ee of blood 

.speak$ to mat of t~ man of Sonows wo 1)ecame olled.ient to 

the death of the. crOGS . The ~ontrAst batl>leen the priest 

And the dl.V'i~ model iWllediate.l.y spring$ to mind. Th.e. 

dieprQportiott, th.~ l.~ck of balaMe, be.,eonJas appett"ent . The. 

prie$t~y PC1ml"., the paller- ofQffet'i~ the di\fine v~ctimt SD 

unfailing and so ~t"fGct .... as pe.r-fE;C,t; ~$ 00·4 ce;tl make. it; 

and viotimboo4 i so. imp(!t'feet. perha.ps non-e.xi$tent ~ l'he 

priest is ~rfeQtly likened' t.o G'hrist &.£0 pt"i~st., ~oau3e 
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that d~$ not depend on the person Qf the. p~!\ia$t at all .,. 

and so imperf ectly l.il'.;Que.d t :o him alii victim'll ba,('.JQ.tlt1·tl t hAt: , 

doe" ,d~pend ontne Plri~$t; <in.U on his ¢o .... oper-atisn with the. 

grtl.Q~ fi'f Ch~iat . uM)froeAlt is to 40 the will of t:he l?,athe,r; 

The ~t}aa. of God l .~ house bAS eli\te~ l'ile up; my l.ife has no 

o·tl\t".'r p:llll:'pos,e, Oi" ~,anitt..g,bu.t to do ,God. J $ wil.l '" oot 1\W wilt. 

but thine ~ don@ , " 

This :La the sl..gni.fip,ancEi o'! the. IDIJeha:d:'&ti~ ael:::.iQn so 

f~ as th~ pe~$OMl.l.ife ~f tM priest is QQnc$"l,~d. ~. The 

*$8 ,;t$ a lr'aJllin4~r ,of th~ re.al.ai.m Of p:t'iest:i.lt 1:1£\\: he 

has t~ ensure with the help of ~d t agrae;e, t:nat his l~;fe. 
.,' 

of ¢lompl.ete $el.f-d~d1:c,ati~i\ shall l.iken bini, asperf.e,~tl.y to 

Christ th~ vi~t 1;m, ., the sacramental. chal!'aoteJ.·o,f holy 

o~n haa likened h:.lia to cnr.:l.$,t the p~i<!st . 

This attitu4es give~ ~al meaning to "that 1s, cal.l-ed 

o iiifa:d.llg ti.tl ;t.tIaa,$ w1th <iedieat iQn that cot1:t;i'l.-w.aU.y fuses 

~anctit1 and sACot'ifioe intO' tlCi()l1.st6};ntcontaae tdth Cirt'ist 

!lour iMep41l."al>l.a l:!.fe.· f Se.en in, tb.is 1.1ght, priQl.$tly 

sanctity is. nQt ~ny '~l~ely affe;otivi!: joy tl1e may feal. in 

ce.l.eb:r~t;J.ng t"h~ saQ;,.a<1 n\1stl!ct;"i&& ; n~tth&t: se.n$e. of 

e.xhil.a,ration w'hieh .1'" o~ .31' not~ 'Ia')¢p$ri¢ne~ in pe.rfor,up. 

ing ·$1;0 $ubltme 4' funotion.. priestly h¢>li,ness be-Oome­

literally self"',giving, uttft.11' an-4 comple.tft Delf·.d~~U.e.aticm; 
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'¥,1hich lMan.s to offer t 'ha Euoh,aristie sacrifi<!e in ti1:e fU1ll 

purp-ose. and eonaciouBn$.ss tl:J.e. t ~ by God '. s grace l.i.te tri.U. be 

as 'Wholly nevoted,as uNrEserve.dly dedicateo.t · to the wQrk 

utU.fyin.g the. conmunity of the faithful a$ ,was th~ life.:. of 

that (li vibJe vi.ctim now, pt-:eq;e.nt tm th~ alt.al::· a.nd Qff(i,l;l"ed 1:0 

the Fath~r. Such action lit(:Uinll.. to ~q~i.tibrata the ,status of 

victittt with the.charaotel" of pr:te~ft ~ 

UI am. the: wheat of God: may I 'Qe ground by the teeth 

·of the wildbaasts, $0 thllt ! may.: Pecom.e purebr.e~M:1 of 

dhriat .. II (Rom.. 4 ,1) Ii tl:.d,.s is tbe priest ~dt:nes$ing tQ the. 

Risen Christ, but alsQ witnessing to Christ l.iving ,in the 

MY>ster:.! 'Of His Chureh. A man of the Church t ~ man of 

saerifiee" 't<tho ~l,e~ly r~ali~s that the Eucharil\Ji: in 

living and radiant C.enteJ;' of th~ ~st:ery of ·the. Ohurch J fer 

t:he~ Ohl'ist gAth<ar,& the conmun.ity of love ~out the l?riet'l'i 

to uni.t~ tham with His saC:t'it:ie~ and share. with them the 

fruit of His gloribus viQto~y. 

11'0';- in hoJ.y ordn3."S the. Qha,racter bril1f&G with it .fI 

saerametltal ~r~ce; thl'!. sacr~nttttgra:C<t of the ?t"'ieathood 
~\I 

<' 

that i~t1 ~upert'i.a.tur,al. at imulu,s t;o bee~ nlO~ peflteotly 

v1at.1m.S of the saerific~ l/hiQh the cha:~nlct:er aJQpowers us '1;0 

offel'". 
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In the w-orld eommuni ty there is a hal~dnesG t a ltlok o~· 

unity whioh onl,y th~ t>urning !lnd hel.""oic Charj.ty of Christ f s 

servants will. melt . This heJ;iOi~U1 i~ de.f/.l.andVld ¢f priests 

whos~ whol~ hearted. &C~ept:AllQ~ of sacrtl.fiutal sanct;ifica .... 

t ion wl.ll 1'.'en4e;~ th0 pteopl.E!. of God holy as he leadstheJ.i 

into the realm of th¢ $aered . 'There the comntt.tnity of God 

fl"e.ely &lC~~pt& tru! . ·I*~demptiort at th~ hands of the Pather 

in the aotion. of utte.:-ly givins; 1tsel.f to the: F~t;l".er 

through the reality of t.h.e 'bQdy and $pit'.it of th~ !nc;arnate 

Word , through . the: reaU.ty ·ofthe passion end re~n.\lrrra¢tiot1. 

0·£ C!u .... :i.q1; 3 t;;lu:'ough thEt rea..ti1;y of OU1~ sacramental Communilln 

i.n His body and bl.o()d :t.n t .hose. subli litur~ical mlsteriea 

where t;,he .members of Christ are. Hconsumtrla.ted tn u.nity" . . , 

n'\e;t;"fiI;Q~e.T p~ie$t1.y ,Slanctity i.~ .ptsQur.ce Qf ~aCi~ in 

proporti,on .as the pr'ia.st aecep~~ h:t~ $ubl.i~call to 

Y'io.t!IJIhQQ~ and gives witn~sfl to the c(.l~nity of the faith ... 

fuL ~ ,&et'eby the co~nii:y will grow in grace in pro-

. portion ~o it t'eapon4s to itseal.l to vietimhood ' i1'1 the 

action of determining the ~aEH1~nii'.mt of the e.ffects flQw-

.ing j;n:tQ. it$ ~H:l,netifiC/il.t:Lotl, tJ:lJ:ough t:h.~ Pascha Chrd.st$.~ 

Igtlatius 11 ,,-"itb.out(.\oubt, isa tvitnes& to the inter4ll'~ti{)n 

between personal viot1m.hoed ~md its effect ~1ithin thecoUi-

inunity of Christ .. It. co~nity "Co:n.su~ted in unity . I.' 
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