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Pretace 

"The Spaniards had a name :tor it. They called it Black 

Legend,- this blacken1qg ot their name and fame before the world 
, "'~( 

by the English torf) their colonizing polley in the Weat Indies 

and their treatment ot the Indians. Like moat myths, it. "truth 

content 18 in mverae ratio to Ita efrectiveness as a fascinat­

ing atol7" while it. origin Is hasy and undetermined. "Allot 

a sudden it appears full grown and vlgoroua," a record ot "Span-

18h brutality, stupidity, ooward1ce, colonial mis-management, 

lust tor gold, tntolerance, aeapotlem--add other tngredient8 at 

wl11 t provided they are 8uttlc lently uncomplimentary. ,,1 

The Blae k Legend became truth a8 England t 8 envy ot Spanish 

riches,' her fu:ry at Spanish CathollcialD, her mistrust ot Spain'. 

political machinationa and interventlOll8 grew. In many quarter. 

it wae accepted without qU8.tlon1ng~ and under this undeterred 

inspiration, the story of Spanish colcnizatlon has been told. 

eAs a reault, people have oome to belIeve that the men ot the 

Iberian Peninsula were everything which respectable and honor­

able nature •• eek to avoid."! The Brev1as1Da of Bartholoae_ -
de las Cuae :toetered thia belief. Julian Juderlu, in hie 

f!. Leyenda Negra, oredits Antonio Peres, PhUlP'8 former sec­

retary,. wIth a further responsibility tor it, .ay1ng~ 

1JOM F. Bannon, S. J., and Peter M. DwmG, S. J., 
Latm AmerIca An Historlcal Survey, (Milwaukee, 1947), 235. 

2 Ibid., 235. 
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"Antonio Perez was a traitor to hi. country and his king • . • 
3 while Perez was 1n London he a8sUlII8d the name Rafael Peregrino." 

~. 

PhIlip felt Perea' treason keenly. since Perez had been 

PhIlip's prIvate secretary. 

Pere. knew, aa no other til n had ever known, the inner­
moat.pring. ot Philip'. policy ••• and in London .a the 
friend and pensioner or Ea.ex, Perez remained dur1ng the 
laat year. ot Philip's life hi. bitterest foe ••• and ... 
ever ready with his brillIant pen and subtle brain to 
wound hi. old maater ••• lt vas a Spaniard who tIpped with 
poison the keenest dart. that pierced the armour of 
Spain. 4 

'!'he purpose of this thesu i. not to abaolve Spain from 

all charg •• brought against her by her enemies, nor to refute 

!!!!. Leland. Negra point by point. Chapter I 1. :merely a }re­

sentation ot the legend agamst the backgroundot the time., 

ahowing the influences and conditions ~ England that were at 

work .etting the atage tor it. It give. the P.11tlcal, colon-

1al and rellg10ua background or the s1xteenth century and the 

reason8 for Imgland'. hatred tor Spain, wIth emphasi. on the 

relIg10ua and commerc1al aapecta, and tollowing wIth Spain'. 

colonial polioy in the We.t Indies, the crux ot English jeal­

ouey and rivalry. Here emphaai. 1. lald on reasone tor Span­

ish colonization, the encom.lenda, her method 01.' colonial gov­

ernment, and England 'a counter movement. to curtail Spani.eh 

power, the ElIzabethan aGadog and buccaneer ralda. 

Chapter II concerna the man mainly responsible for the 

3 Julian Juderlaa, .La Loi@nda Ift"&, (Barcelona, 1914), 278. 

4 A. W. Ward, G. W. Prothero, Stanley Leathea (eda.), 
Cambrlds, Modern History, 3, (New York, 1905), 516. 



1mpetus given to l!!! Lel!~ Negra, Bartholo.w de 1u Casu, 
,~~ 

the Dom1nloan monk Who was 80 ~umt UR wIth mIssIonary zeal· 

and f'atberly love for the Qppre •• ed natives that hie Brief 

Relat1sp ot their .utrer~nga, exaggerated an~·'melodramat3.oall,. 

written m order to move Charl .. V to remedy abusH !n the In­

dlea, ... avidly .abed by Spam.·. enemie. and used a8 propa­

ganda a.ga1ut her. Chapter II alao 1noludea the polItical 

e8.ay1ate. HaklUJt. Ed.D, and Rale1gb with aome _ntlon ot the 

tal •• toU by the •• a hawu oonoerning conditions 1n the Span­

lab colonie. wh10h they N,14ed 80 otten. 

The attitude ot sixteenth centurr England toward SpaJn in 

contempol"8.l7' w.rlt1ng, drama, poetry, ohronlole., letters, 1a 

the scope ot Ohapter III •• een agaJnat the bo.cltground or the 

period. 

'fII:I app:ree lat10n 18 me to th. Llbrar:r at Marquette th IveI'­

sit,., the Newbe~ Library, the Ch1cago PublI0 Library, the 

MUwaukee f'ub11c Ltbl'8l7, and the l1brary at the College of 

St. Franola, Jollet. Ill!no1a to:r the oourte.,. in the use of 

their facilltle •• 

1 s1:ah also to e%pre ••• 1ne.N appreciation for all the 

help given to me 1:\ the oouapUatlon ot th!a the81a, without 

wh!o.b It would never have mater1a11zedt to rtt1 conrnunlty tor 

the opport\mlt7 tor further 8tud7. to rq Superior., tor the1:r 

grac 1ouaallowanoe of time to work at It. to my S1stera, tor 

their k:.tnd asslstance, and to 'l1l;I advisor, Dr. George Boehrer, 

tor h1tl enooura.gement and interest in rrq problem and hi. gen-

111 



arous sacrItlce of time in the checking of it. Also I wish to 

thank Father. Brennan, Hamilton and Murphy for their k1nd 
~. 

assistance. 

Siater Anna MarIe Becker, O. s. F. 

July 10, 19M 
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Chapter I 

Political, Oolonial, and Religious Rivalry 
of England and Spain: Bao kground tor the 
Growth of !h! Lelend&. Negra 

~' 

For a proper understanding of the historical distortions 

c 1rculated by the English w1 th reference to the Spanish 

colonial system, one must understand the factors that went 

:Into the maktng of these prejudiced accotmt., !h! Leyenda Negra, 

a. it haa been termed. Untll recent year., religious ferver 

was generally regarded as the one great determIning force which 

drove England, fIrst into piracy and robbery ot Spain on the 

high seas, and then into open war, 80 that the Elizabethan era 

took on, :In the popular mind, the aspect ot a crusade agai nat 

Cathol,lc i8m and idolatry. 1 

The truth 18, however, the cauaes were threefold, 
each having ita special 1ntluenoe 1n the three great 
cla8.88 ot the state. For the people it waa mainly 
political; tor the merchants it w .. mainly commercial. 
Each 01a8s was no doubt more or le8s consc lous of all 
three motive. tor ita attitude; but for the people it 
was the struggle of the Reformation aga1nat the Papacy; 
tor the statesman it .s a derence of the ne. ide. of 
Brltuh national.1ty against the idea o.f a dominant 
Spanish empire; and tor the merchants it was an aggres­
sive determination to break down the barr iers wi th which 
Spanish policy sought ~o enclos. the New World and shut 
the way to the Indies. 

Since the three tactor8 are inextricably bound, one with 

the other, it 18 dIfficult to treat them separately. However, 

lJullan S. Corbett, Drake S th, Tudor.!!!I, (JIew York, 
1899),2:71i-75. 

2 Ib1d., 75. -



to gain the proper parspeotlve, the scholar must go back to the 

baginnmgs of the rivalry which orlgmated with the first e~-
~ 

plorationa ot Spain and Portugal. These two cotmtr1sa took the 

lead in promoting the earliest voyages, malting such rapid 

strides 10 the fifteenth century that they seemed destined to 

dIvlde the heathen world between them, a tact which caused a 

d1apute between them. Pope Alexander VI had to draw an imagi­

nary line which divIded the New World, glvtng to Portugal the 

~ western part ot Brazil, Atrica, India and the Spice Islands, 

and to Spain, North and South Amer1ca. Th1a division 80 much 

d1sturbed Francis I ot France that he asked to aee Adam'. 11'111. 

England J too, had been thinking 1n te1.'m8 ot amp ire. Aa 

early aa 1497, Henry VII had :fItted out an expedItion tmder 

2 

the leadership of the Genoeae captain, John Cabot, who succeeded 

in reaching North Ame!ca, but beyond "turnlahtng England with a 

technical claim to thla territory, hla exploit wae bawen ot 

tangibly concrete resulta.-3 The document. ot the time., geo­

graphio and historical,. do not mention the lo~~11t1 ot John 

Cabotts landing; we can conjecture with great probabIlity, though, 

that it wa. on 80me point north east ot Labrador. 4 Henry VII, 

however, had not the necessary funda to foster more expeditions; 

besides, when Cabot returned to England, "he found great tumults 

3George L. Beer, !b! Or1slns 2! ~ British Oolon!al System, 
(New York, 1908), 4. 

4Henry Harri •• e, John Cabot, the Discoverer of North Amerioa and 
Sebastian Hi. Sori;--n~()ndon, 18§6), 69. - - -.................................... _-



, 
among the people) and preta rations ror warras in Scotland ~ by 

reason whereot there was no more consideration had to this voy-
age. tl5 ~. 

During the reign of Henry VIII, there were more attempts 

to pursue the north-western discovery. Even though he took a 

more aotive interest in discovery than iIent7 VII, his· efforts 

yielded virtually no result. Henry VIII dId buIld England a 

first-class fIghting navy. But England wanted more: she de­

sired an overae ... enterprise similar to Spain 'a. The ot;'8i8 

between Spain and England was drawing cloaer because, added to 

English jealousy fop Spain's growing wealth was Spain's resent­

ment toward Henry VIII for his puttfng •••. "1 ot Oatherine of 

Aragon to marry Anne Boleyn. When he re.fuaed to permit Cath­

erine to aee Franc iae 0 FelIpe, Spanish Ambassador to England, 

more tll-reeling was engendered, cltmaxtng with the death of 

Catherine and her burial as a princ ••• rather than as a queen. 

Francisco FelIpe, against the .ishes .ot England, made haste to 

return to Spain with full detal1a.6 

Meanwhile, though Henry W8.8 too busy conti.oat !ng Church 

property and experlmentmg in marriage to extend his empire, 

others were aware of the lucrative lands he was overlooking. 

5Rlohard Hakluyt, Discourse conc.mM"eltern P1antms. 
Charles Deane, (ed.), (CambrIdge, 1 ), t61. 

8 Mart1n A. Sharp Hume (Trans.), Chronicle' of ~ He . VIII 
of ~lend! '11nfl A Contentp2rm Recoi'd OTSOlm .2!. te !cln­
C!paEVenta 0 the Helm ot nef~ XIII and Edwird Vri'rltten 
! , Spsnl&h bl an""Unkriown harid, on on, !MIgt Jh -

3 



Robert !horne, a London merchant, long a resident of Seville. 

voiced the popular reeling: 

Moat Excellent Prince: 
Experience proveth that naturally all Princes 

.bee desirous to extend and enlarge their dominions 
and kingdoms. Wherefore it is not to be marvelled, 
to see them every day procure tame not regarding the 
coat, perlll and labour, that ma,. thereby chaunce, 
but rather it 18 to bee marvelled if there by any 
prince content to live quiet with his owne domin­
ions. For surely people would thinke he lacketh the 
noble courage and spirIt of all other. The worlde 
mo.eth that the des :!.rea ot Pr1nces have been 80 
fervent to obtains their purpose, that they have ad­
ventured and proved things to man'. eoniecture 1mpo.~ 
sible, the which they have made possible, and also 
dIffIcult things have made racil, and thus to obtaine 
their purpose have in maner turned up and downe the 
whole world. 80 many time that people inhabiting in 
the farthest region ot the occident have pursued with 
great desires, labours, and perlls to penetrate and 
enter into the farthest regions ot the Aneh1ent 01"1-
ent. 7 

But Henry VIII dId nothing about it ~ nor did Ed.ward 

~. 

Seymour and John Dudley, the regents of hi. son Edward VI, Who 

was lett to carryon the religious discord left in England by 

his father. Henry bad precipitated the rupture between England 

and Rome; under Edward VI (1547-l553) England became Protes­

tent. The tradItional CatholIc servioes were changed and Pro­

testant ritual and doetrL~e were substituted. Under the lea-

dershlp of Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, uno Ie of the ten 

year old king, and the power behind the throne the Parliament 

7Divers Voyagea Touching the Dlscourle of" Amerioa and the 
Iland adlacent unto the .iii, made flr.tot 81l !!l: our~gll.h­
man and afterwarda"bz th~nCiiiin and sr!tOiii. (f.Jondon, 
t5B2},Fl. B .. 

4: 



of 1547 .wept away the old law8 against heresy. The Book ot 

Common Prayer, the Act of Uniformity, the execut10n of Somer-
~. 

set and ascension of Dudley as king in all but name, followed 

in rapid 8uec688ion ll embroiling England ever deeper i.n reli­

gious controversy and distracting her mind from an over seas 

empire. The death of Edward, the setting up of Lady Jane 

Grey as Queen for nine da:ys ~ were followed at onee by the 

proclamatIon of Mary Tudor 88 Queen or England. 

Then they deelaringe to the Lord Mayor and hi. 
brethern that he must ryde with them into Cheape to 
proclaime a new Queena, which w.a 80 joyfull news 
that for joy all the people present wept, and ere 
the Counaell bad rydden up the htll to Pawls. Church­
yard the people 8carse pas. by: • . • and when the 
trumpet blew., there was such a shoute of the people 
with castinge up of eappea and cr'1ing, God save 
Queen. Mary J that the atyle of the proclamation 
coulrle not be heard the peoRle were so joY.fUll, 
both man, woman, and eh ilde • 

But the "joyfulness" 'ilia. not ot long duration. Mary restored 

Catholioism to England, and attempted to stamp out the Pro­

tsatantiam that had gripped the country. However, her severe . 
persecution ot the Protestants strengthened them, gaining for 

her the title of "Bloody Mary· and the hatred of the p~ople. 

Her marriage to Philip II or Spain was part of her attempt to 

ensure amIcable relations with Rome, and the fact that ttMary 

was a mere puppet in the handa or the husband she idolized. ,,9 

5 

SCharle. Wriothedey, A Chronicle .2! Enfl8nd During the It~II_:1m 
ot The Tudors, 1485-15!9, tieut. Genera LOrd Henry,H. r.­
PerCY-and wIlliam Douglas Hami.lton, (eda.) t Camden Society, 1857), 
2:88-89. 
9 

Voyagea of the Elizabethan Seamen to America, Edward John 
Payne, (ed:)-;-?rom Principal Navlga'ilon 2f Spain, (Oxford, 1893), 
xxvii. 



antagonized England yet more, ospecially when she aided PhIlip 

in his Frenoh war and lost Cala18, her laat Frenoh possession, 
~. 

the news of which she received on her death bed. Patriotism 

in England was touched to the quick. Spain and Romo were 

blamed. England was ready for Elizabeth, ProtestantIsM, and 

the piracy or Spanish possesslona which would lead to English 

overseas growth. Eng11ah1"!len were beglnn1ng to real!ze that 

they were in the poa 1 t ion of a hungry man wh 0 looks through 

the window at two gentlemen banquet1ng--while England stood 

aside and watched, Spain and Portugal were teast1.ng on l're­

clous metal. and apices. lO 

It was during Elizabeth'. reign that affairs reached 

their olimaX. Protestantism had been restored with Eliza­

beth'. asoension to the throne. She and England hated Spain 

which, "not content with open warfare, sought to gain her end 

by fostertng tnternal dissension and stirring up hatred and 

rebellion among the class who, on religious or other grounds, 

were moat 1n sympathy wIth CatholI0 natIons.-ll The Pope's 

excommunicatIon or the Queen in 1570 rai8ed a ferment of 

anti-Spanish and antl-Pa,al hatred. 12 

lOHenry R. Wagner, .§.£ Franc 18 Drake'. Voyage. Around the 
World, Ita A1u And Achievements, (San Francisco, 1926),1 • ..................... _-_ .................................................... ..... 
IlH. R. Fax Bourne, Famous London Merchant. J (London, 18(8), 
8-9 .. 
12Ph111p Ainsworth Means. The Soanlah MaIn, (Focus or Envy), 
1492-1700, {New York, 1925),83. ---- --

6 



As England bec~~e more anti-Papal and anti-Spanish ahe 

bagan to sympathIze with the Huguenot. and other heretics, 
~. 

and lIke Franc 1s I, to wonder 'Why an Intnenas 'tTew World should 

be nothing but a new Spaln.l~ In anetent and medieval days, 

Britn!n had al~1ays been regarded as anA of the outposts o.f 

Christendom, but wIth the New World discoverIes, ,'lith the At­

lantIc becoming the great highway of the eivilly,ed world in­

stead of the Med1.terranean, ahe fOWld hereelf aL'OOst the 

center of it. Sinee the Bx-lt1.h Isles lay between Spain's 

rich possession in America and the great commercial and indus­

tria.l centers in the Netherland. and Germa.ny ~ and sinee her 

harbours were better suited tor Atlantic trade than any other 

country, England was not slow to perceIve the advantage. of 

her situation: her determination to acquIre a share in the 

wealth and wonder. of the new di8cover!es grew accordingly. 

She remembered the voyage of John C'abot, the Angl101zed Vene­

tian who reached Amerioa wIth a Bristol ship soon after 

Columbua, but religious disoussions and the eeonom1.e revolu­

tion caused by the seizure of Church property prevented any 

important Engliah enterprise ot dl.cove~y during the first 

half of the sixteenth century.14 

England knew what the rest o~ Europe knew, that the 

7 

13wl1l1am Wood, Elizabethan Sea ,°87: A Chronicle of Drake and 
!!!! Comt)8.llions J hlew Haven, 1918, 3. - --

14V. Do Sola Pinto, The English Renaiasance, 1510-1688, (New York. 
1938), 57. 
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8 

"Burgundian Aa •• " a8 SpanIsh tNaaure mules were call1ed troll 

Charles' love tor Burgundy. had enabled Spain to l"unke oonQU8at8, 

impoae her wlll on her neighbors, rlU her cO.ffol'S '.;11th gold 

and silver, and keep paId spIes in every court, hor own included • 

., Londonera had seen Spanish gold paraded throur)l i;h.e s treats 

when Philip married ~~J--'27 cheat. of bullion, 99 horsaloade 

01.' gold and sllver 001..."'l$ and 87 boxea or sIlver ~1nrs.tt15 So 

greedy for Spanish gold .and afire w1t..'l zeal for ?rotestant1aDl, 

TI1ehard ltakluyt and others began to present n12rlarous rea80na 

tor !iZi.gl1ah acquisItion ot a Oolon~.l empire. 

Though South .America wu already colonlzod, valuable ter­

r1tory still lay tallow in ltorth AmerIca, therefore ,?~art1n 

Frobisher made several voyage., despoiling Spanish ship. and 

touchmg on various parts or the New WOJlld f gaIning much glory 

from the bold he brought back. is but angerj,ng the Spaniards, a 

Ifact whIch Elizabeth ignored. 

Pir4l.OY soon beco:ne a national 1nduatx7. De Sola 'P1nto, 

in 1E!. b11ah Renal.annce. relate. how tho f1Iho:r!.8S were 

nearly ru!.ned because of the change 1n :rellS~on, there being 

no longer a d~-,,:md tor fIsh on CatholIc fast daye. and. It be­

Ing almost a mark of a good Protestant to eat flesh ~at on 

Fridays. The seamon .round piratical attacks on Spnn!,sh ships 

IBwood, §l1zabetd!!n ~ DoF,., 74. 

16 State PAA!£8.. January 26, 1578 (Oolonial f 132---nomeatlc 
Elizabeth. exxix. No. 44, I) Quoted !n John St_, "CiAl\. or .! 
General C~lClt of ~sland cout1n~d and Auguppnte w 
!,lfattera FOref andDomast!c, ~Cltri ~MOderneJ unto 8 end 91 the Rl!8et1 . year, ng, (Lori on, ram. '109-16 .. --



a more congenial and lucrative trade, bold and spirIted lead­

er. emerging from the young men ot good birth, such as the· 
~. 

Cobham8, the K1111grewa, and the Car .... who put to aea wIth 

alaor1t)' and embarked on a huge enterpr18e Sn which the 

9 

major1t7 ot the nobility and even the Queen herself had a tinan­

cial 1ntere8t.17 

Aa haa been pointed out, mattera ot state and relIgion 

and conmeroe .ere inextricably mixed durmg the s1xteenth oen­

tury_ In the 1570's. the 80 called Puritan part,.. headed by 

the Earl ot Leicester and ably guided by SIr Franci. Wala1ng­

ham, beoeme the part,. of English e.xpa.naion, enlistins men lIke 

'Drake, GIlbert, and Rale1gh to help 88tabllah a foothold tor 

Protestant1sm on the American mainland by rIghting SpaIn on 

the high .au. ltuoh of the talk ot carrying salvatIon to the 

heathen and or saving the New Wo%"ld :n-om PopeI7 was doubtless 

sincere. Certamly it ._ an excellent Item ot propaganda in 

a countr'1 emotIonally arouaed againat Spain and Cathollos, 8." 

pec1al17 when they tn.lated that God had reserved oertatn por­

tions of' North America for the English and hence had thwarted 

the SpanI.b and French 1n the1%' erfort. to pueh northward, and 

that it w... the manitest deat1n1 of the Engliah to settle in 

the Hew Uforld.18 

17 
De Sola Pinto, .!b!. EnglIsh a.naUaanea, 1510-1698, 58-59. 

lSLou1a B. Wright, ~on and E!!!p:!re, the AlUance between ifle; and commero'if~pan.fon.--rthlVer.lty or 
or Carol hili Preae, , vI. 
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To 1.Ulderatand England '. attack. on Spaniah government in 

the colon!._, attacks whIch she used to justIfy her plund ... 1ng 
~ 

of Spaniah shIp. on the high .eaa, It 18 nee •• aery to know 

what Spain's colonIal polloy wa_ and how ahe carried out that 

polloy. No one who baa read the document., letters and ex­

hortation. sent by the Catholic kmge o~ Spain to the Spaniah 

colonate 1n the West :India., can doubt their good intentions 

toward the natives whom they regarded trom the outset ae "sub­

jeot. ot the Cl'OWtl of Caat11e. ft The greater part of every 

document waa ocoupied with oonmande to be "kind and just to 

the Indian, and to bring them .a soon as possible to the 

ChristIan. falth. tt19 

Iaabella waa interested in the welfare of the natives, 

but she was aware ot the taot that labor on their part .... a 

necess8l'7 requleit. tor the exlatenoe of the colonies, as the 

clfmate and fnherlted prejudices or the Spaniards would make 

them refuse to cultIvate the plantations themselves. "Tfurther-

more, ahe :realIsed ~ t,hat to christianize them, she v{ould 

, permit them to be sa!thered into groups for instruction. 

Conaequent17. m 1503, she had oI'dered Ovando, who had at 

first been Oon.rn18.!cmed to le t them go free, to gather them 

fftto vIllage. near white settlements, to place each village 

under the protection of a Spanish colonist who would see that 

19noger lterr:Jman, The Rise of the Soanish Empire, (New York, 
1925), 9:230-31. 



the Indiana .ere instructed 1n the faith and who mould be 

recompenaed bl the tribute the !ndlana would par- Iaabell. 
~ 

thought the Indiana could be compelled to work, but as t:ree 

men and tor II.S... Thull was orlginate4 the enaomi.nda system" -
whloh, up to the pus.get ot the Ne. Lan ot 1542, 1IIU the 

delegation of the royal power to the oolonist. to collect 

tribute tr0Dl1 and to ua. the personal 8ervlc.8 or the Indiana, 

the Ktng'. va •• ala. 

But the enoom.lenda, by Ita V8r'1 natUN, was open to a­

bu. •• , which abue.. made it tertile ground tor ~ Lelenda 

Negra •• epecially when, In 158:S, an &lgl1ah ""ion ot 

Bartoloa ae La. Ouu' Brev1as1ma, or Brier History ~!!'!! 

Spani8h Oolonle., provIded. &lgl1ah controversialists with 

what they considered proof for their contention that common 

humanIty required them to rescue the heathen Indiana from 

the atrocltle. of their wicked oppre •• ors.20 Engl1ah sea­

doge who bad delighted 1n •• eking out the Spanish gold shlps, 

halled the Brey18,_ with avIdIty. Plagrant piraoy could be 

JustifIed} Fbgland could be exonerated before the nations aa 

she ran to the rescue of the IndIana. This Dominioan bishop, 

Bartolo. de La. Cae .. , wIth hi. alleged revelationa of the 

colonies, cannot be ignored 1n the treatment ot the underly­

ing tao tore tor the growth ot the Le,..nda Negra in the su­
teenth oentUJ7', partioularly tor hI. t.reatment of the en- -. 

comlenda. 

20 
Wr1gb.t, Rollglon .!!l4 Empire, 85. 
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Born 1n Seville, descendant of a noble famIly, Las Casas, 

as a. boy, was privileged to aocompany Columbus on his third 
~. 

and fourth voyages to the n~H\'" ·~Vorld. Resolving to return 

later as a 111:i..ssionary, he studied and prayed :Queh; hIs great 

des ire was realized wl:.en, 1n 1502, he was ordained p~ leet by 

the first bishop of Hispa..'1.iola and had the gl'eat honor of' be­

ing the first cleric ordained in the so-called Indies. 21 

In 1511 Ftather Antonio Montesmo" another Dominican 

fr far, had preaohed a number of sermons J intorming the Span­

iarde that they were lIving In mortal a1n becQue6 of their 

treatment of the Indians, averring that they were ftdeetined 

to boiling pitch and eternal fire and br1nsstone, and not a 

monk in the West Indies should grant absolution to a mother '. 

son 01.' them. It 22 Montesino .. ent to Spain to plead tor the 

IndIana, but though the king discussed plans for reform, a 

stronger character than Montesino was needed. 

La. Casas had listened to the sermons ot Father Montesino 

12 

and had been deeply stirred. It was not until the next year, 

however, when he tollowed Diego Valaaquez to Cube. 9.$ a missIon­

ary, that preparing a sermon, he came upon B. text in F.aecle81-

nstes (34 :25-26): "He that taketh awa.,. his ne 19hbor 1 8 living 

slayeth h~; and he that defraudeth the laborer of his hire 

18 a shedder of blood. n He realized there must be no slaver,.; 

whether the alave was .ell-treated or ill-treated made no 

21 Jul lan Hawthorne ~ Spa", '.s~ America., (New Yo:rk, 1899), 169. 

22 
~., 171. 



ditterenee. Lu Cu .. gave up h1a own alavas. and began to 

preach the doctrine ot emancipation to h1e congregation. ae-
~ 

a11z1ng that the harv .. t was ripe, be wrote to Charlee V end. 

begged tar hall', explaining 

that there was auch a greti.t need, and besid •• , other 
provIa 10na ought to be made to'!! the good adm1h1atra­
tlO1l and coneervation of their JtelSglon in those 
parts, and oonsequently tor the px-ogre8. of the 
preach:lrut and health 18 the soula ot them !n that 
world.2s-

Card!nal X1.-nenea sympathized with Lu C .... , 80 more 

m1a.Ionarles .. re sent to hI. a •• utane.. Soon La. Cas .. was 

faced wIth another problem, the abuae ot the encom13ndaa by 

the conquex-ora, to remedy whloh Las Cu. ap'Oealed to Gover­

nor Veluquea to aboliah ~hem:, wh1ch requeat the Governw re­

tU8ed~ Conaequentl'1, 1n 1515 Las Cu .. went to Spain where 

he pre.ented h1a cue bofore Charl •• V who appointed him Pro­

tector or the Indians, dec!'ee1ng that the Indiana should be 

paid wagea and treated aa Chrl.t1ana.24 

Laa Cuu returned to the Ne. World where he labored 1n 

Nicaragua, Guatemala, Mexloo and Peru, constantly fIghting 

a.galnat the abua" ot the encomlen4u I apeaking and wr1 t1ng 

agamat the enslavement or hi. Indian chIldren. At the end 

23Lu18 'l'orrea de Mendou, ColeoolOn de Doctl!D8ntol In'dlto! 
RetA tl'!01, (MadrId, 1ae9 J, 10 :ad. -
• • .que tan 1nnen.. nee •• ldad ha1, '1 80bre ott-as J>rov~~on.a 
que deben p._ hacer para el buen reg1ll1ento 7 conaervac lon de 
au rel18Ion en aquell •• partee,,"3 -po,.. cona1gu1ente pa.:ra 81 
aprovechua.1ento de 1. pred1caclon ., ,a1ud. de 1 .. an1mu ae 
la. aquel orbe. • • 

24A!'thur Helps, The'y!!.2! Las Cua., (London, 1873), 24. 
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of 15ae he again retu:rned to SpaIn in a desperate endeavor to 

remedy conditions 1n the Indies. '!'he Emperor .... absent in 
~. 

Germatl7, contending agaInst Luther and the German pl'ince. t 80 

Lu a .... employed hIs t1ma wrIting the book which or all hI • 

• ora was to become the moat eelebrated, The Destruction or-- -
.!!!t. Indte, coanonly known aa the Brev1a.t... 25 When he tl-

nally Obtained hI. desired interview with Charles V and told 

him ot the avila ot the encomlenda 8latem, Charles wes 80 Im­

pres.ed wIth the eloquence 01' the m1aalonary that at lut, by 
, 

imperial Cedula, and by the oode or the We. ta •• , remediea 

were eatabliahed to prevent depopulatlon.26 '!'he •• New ta •• 

l1rllted the right ot Spaniard. to 8.nloe and tribute only t 

and were calculated to place the lndlans directly under the 

Crown. They· tell lIke a bombshell on the aston1ahed Spaniards 

who could not understand the emperor beIng influenoed by a 
S!'1 prieat. 

The Spaniarda 1n the B •• ~lor1d .. re 80 discontented that 

the Roral Otficial_ could not antoNe the lan. Once again' 

La. Cua. returned to Spain where, determined to put the la •• 

'nto ott-lAt. "fAho COlh'1cil of the Indies felt that it would be 

25ArthUl" lIelpa. '!'he SrfP Comut8:ttn 0\lil81'10& and 1t, Rela­
tion to !bt. HI.ton ° § aves ana i'ti GOVernment .2..... m­
~ 1i.-;-CLondon , ItR5d), 4: 1. 
26 ) Juat1n .wor, (ed •• Narrat!ve g Cr1tical Hlaton !l! 
America, (Boston, 1899), 8:191. 
'Z1 

Che.ter Jl)7d 3onee, "Indian Labor !n Guatemala," In A. 
Curtis WIlgus, Ced.), 1I1.m1o A_rloan Easays, (Inlverafty 
of North Carolina Pre.8, ~), SO!. 



desirable to have a b i.hop who would loolc to the execut ion of 

the fIe. Laws.,,28 La. Cu ... , although he dId not rm.nt the ~. 

15 

honor, rinally acoepted, and was consecrated. BIshop ot tho dio­

eea. o~ Chapa. True to his pr1ne Iplea, he attempted to enforce 

the la .. but was lIterally drIven from Ch1apa by the encom1en­

aeroe, preo Ipltat1ng a crlal. 80 drastl0 that it come C10S8 to 

dest:roy1ng Span1ah AlrJel'lloa. 29 

In 1549 Laa 0.8U agam retl.1'mCtd to Spa.1n, eloquently and 

dramatically pleading the ca •• of the IndIans before the court. 

Moat power.tu1 and moat hIgh lord and King: I 
am one ot the oldeat inmigrant. to the IndIe., where 
I bave 8pent tllI1t11 years and where t I have not :read 
in h1atorl •• !1 that eometimes 11. J but eaw wIth 'f1I.Y 
own ey.a, anel, 80 to apeak, oame in oontact wIth the 
crueltie8 more atJ'oc Ioua and unnatural than an,. re­
corded ot untutored and aavage barbar1ana. No other 
~on can be aaa 19ned to them than~ the greed and 
th1Nt tor gold ot our countf7l'll8n.30 

Charles V, hUJl8tle and ohl'lat1an, wanted to .ntorce the New 

Lawa, but the Oonqu1etadore in the 11 .. World bltter1,. opposed 

h1m. Neither Charl •• nor PhIlip II could combat their ob­

at1nac7 anA greed. 

La. O.e .. devoted the "at ot h1a ltt. to treat1aea and 

tract. on th.. lhd1an J)robl .. ~ 

Rta wr1 t1nga .ere extraordinarl1J volu.minoua; and all 
he wrote treated of but one subject. He himselt de-

28Help., Lit. or Lu Ou .. , 23'1. 

29 SIlvio Zavala, "La F.Zlcomienda Indiana,· Hi.panic Amerloan 
Hiatorioal Revl •• , 16 (1938) :49. 

3OAndre •• Cleven, Rea41ng1 1n Rupelo AmeriOan Htstory, 
(Boston, 1927), 221. 



declared. that his 801e reason. tor wrltlng mo:re than 
two thousand page. 1n Latm and Span1ah w .. to pro­
al.ira the truth conoernmg the Amerioan IndIana, . 
who •• 1'8 defamed, b,- be1ng repre •• ntee! .. devoH or ~ 
human understending and no better than brutes. 

Hanke t hi. main champ Ion 1n this centUl'1, tells us ~ 

In thi. battle he emplo1e~ all tb4 weapons he could 
lay h1a hand. to--1ncludblg exaggerations, vltupera­
tiona, and pollttcal manipulatIon. Scarcely onyone 
baa vi.sual1sed him as a quiet. soholarly montc, pur-
8uing the truth 1n the solItude of a conventual 
cell. Indeed he was not that, and all his struggles 
and aU h1a learning were always aimed at one ob ject: 
the pre.ervatlon'llof the Indian and theIr conversion 
to Chrlatlanlty.v2 

Ot all Lu Cuu' wrIt1ng, the moat celebrated 18 hIs 

ahort treatia., Brevi.alma Relac Ian ,-Ie 14 Destrwc Idn !!! !!!. 
Ind1aa, Whioh was published !n SevIlle !n 1552, presenting 

La, Cuu t aocuaationa against the oonqu1atadon8 and hi. de­

scrIptIon ot the Span1a1'de' atrocltloe agahlat the Indian, to 

persuade the Emperor to dec:ree the eventual abolitIon ot the 

encomlenda s,.stem.33 'l'ranalated into the principal languages 

or lIe.tern Europe, the book .s •• 10o.d .a "an exact picture 

or the oond1t1ou and ot the 1nberent qualIties of the Span­

lards," feeding as it did the hatred ot the Protestant peo­

plea ot that day tor the leadJDg Catholio power, and the 

'jea1oU87 ot the natIons tor the wealth and atrength of Spain. 

3~NnC1a Maclutt, Bartholo.. de Laa c .... , Hla Lite, Hi. 
Apoatolate, .!!!!ll!!!. !:rUm, me.-rork, l*§09},~ -

32I.ew1s Banke. Bal-tolOlllO de tu w.,. Bookman. Scholar .end 
ProPMandlat, CPliH.a.lphli,-,:§s, . -

33Ibld., .,. -
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"The answers to Lu Casu ~ 80me ot them by men who agreed ,,1 th 

hI. anti-alaver7 prine Iples but pointed out hI. mistakes 8114 

exaggeratIons, were overlooked.34 

It 11 true that the encomlonda. at leas t in the r !rat 

f1.tty years or ita exlstenoe, _s looked upon by the 1ndl1Ul8 

aa a subterfuge for slavery, 

and It w.. only atte~ half a centur,y ot furious agI­
tation on the part of Lu Cuu and the reformer., 
and the active interest of the Crow In sUP?res81ng 
It, that it was shorn ot its moet profItable teature, 
the prIvilege of usSng the .... 10 •• ot the Indiana, 
and ... reduced to aome semblanoe ot a .oclal syatem,35 

but vie.ed in the lIght or the suteenth century, the eneoml­

enda ... a 10g10al and wholly justIfiable organization, .a 

teuda11am _u stIll in vogue throughout Europe. 36 Cons1del'ing 

the .erious problema whIch the syatem almed to 8olve, It may 

be doubted whether any other large 8cale exploitation by a 

modern colonizing nation has been more .ucce88f'ul than the en­

comienda, tor economic relat10na between the Spaniards and the 

lhd1ana were fer leas reprehensible than baa been conmonlJ ac­

cepted .. historically correct.37 The colonlat. felt that 

"since they had oonquered the land at their own expen •• 

MOharl •• E. Chapman, Colonial R1span1c Amer1ca: ! H1aton .. 
(New York, 19Z8), 113. 

35tea1eJ', Byrd S1mpeon, The Bheomienda !n New Spain. (Berkele,., 
1950), x!ii. - --
3elb :1d. J 189. -
371~anc i. Borgia S teclr, o. F\~!. J "Some Reoent Trends and :FindIng. 
~ the H1atory of the Spanlah Colonial Empire,· CatholIc Hlstor­
~ RevIew, 28(Aprl1 t 1942):26-2'7. 
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wIthout cost to the Orown; and since they had been urged to 

marry and were now encumbered with tamilies, ft38 they had a 
~. 

ri.ght to the services ot the Indians. '!'he,. looked upon it as 

n natural thing that savages or inferiors should. be slaves. 

This was in conformity with the general views of the period.39 

The Crown, fearful as it was of losIng the loyalty of the 

settlers, dId not refrain from exhorting and even demanding 
I 

bet ter treatment for the Ind1ana. A Royal Cedula o:f 1542 

stated: 

We order and command that henceforth, for no 
reuon of war or any other. not even rebellion, or 
purchase, no Indian whatsoever 18 to be made a 
slave. And.e w1ah and command that they be treated 
aa our va88ala of the Crown ot Caatl1e, tor 80 they 
are.40 

When ,the pearl :fisher 1 •• caused the death of t 1v. Indiana and 

negroes, the bishope and judges of Venezuela were told that 

lIves muat be ~rotected and deaths muat ceaae. Antonio de 

Mendoza, Firat Viceroy of New Spain, Bent his own son to the 

lnines of Potosi to try to ameliorate the harshness of the ser­

vIces required of the natives,41 while Frane1.aoo de Toledo 

formulated a code to ensure the health and the safety of the 

workers. 42 Madariaga notes that these two ~en were in advance 

38 
Henry Charles Lee, "Indian Poli,oy of Spain," ~.!!1! Review, 

8(May, 1999-Feb., 1900):144. 

39Ra:fael Altamira, ! History 2! Sp!.P1eh Colonlzatlon,(London, 
1930), 120. 

40ga l vador de Aladar1aga, 'lhe Rise of the SpanIsh A.meri,can Em-
pire, (New York, 1947). 1'9. - - - -

41Arthur S. Aiton, A.ntonio dei'~endoza, Fjrst Viceroy to New 
Sem, (Durham, 1927), 19. - --
42Madariaga, ~ !!!!.! .2t J?h! Spanish J¥!plre, 92. 
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of their t1r.11es even by European standards, for ~'1o protection 

and health of miners was then 1n Q rudimentary state in ~rope. 

But 0.11 Gxonerating factors were swept aside.t and "the 

Briof Relation oame as a veritable godaend to those nost in­

torosted in believing it.1148 Here at lttst wns an excuse for 

England to gain Q foothold 1n the IndIes to hl'eak S::)fi.1n ~ 8 

strangle hold m the prooious metal. t the raw nult.erinls of the 

New 'fforld--to gain for herself' an oversea empire so t718.t ahe 

might monopolize the trade and a4d to her power and prest 1St'. 

The re8entment ahe tel t over the papal. l!:ne or demarcation, 

her jealoua~" over the growing .. e.lth of Spain, her yearnmg 

for an empire, h8r religious zeal--all could bo satisfIed 

s1nc. Spam, because or her colonIal polley. stood forth b ..... 

fore 'the nations 'I a bloody horror. 44 

43Chapmatl , Colonial HispanIc A_r:l-ca, 114. 

44 Ibid.., 114 -



Chapter II 

Uss and Extension of Antl-SpanlsIl Propaganda 
in English Political Writings, Tract. 

Chronicles and Letters of the Sixteenth Century 

~' 

The ElIzabethan temper be inC what 1 t wus, 0. ''7llxture of 

jingOistic patrIotism, even fanatIcal zeal, and desire for em-

pire, all anti-Spanish propaganda would be grist for the mill. 

of po11tical writer.. Uakluyt, RaleIgh, Drake and the other 

pamphleteers and tract writers seized every bit of evidence 

they could rind to promote !h! Leyenda Negra and blacken the 

reputation of Spain while furthering the cause of England. 

One of their chlef sources of 1ntormatlon was the Brevlssima 

of La. Cu .... 

Thua when Spa 10 was a t the apogee [81C J of her 
political power, and all good Protestants were shud­
dering at the thought of the dungeons of the Inqui­
s1tion, the Brief Relation came as a verItable god­
send to those moet Interested in believing it. 
Better st!ll, it was written by a SpanIard of tm­
queat10ned authority, by a bishopl Wherever the 
Spanish name was hated, the Brier Relation found a 
ready sale and a readIer credence,. and Ita nu.mer­
oua reprints show that the popular appetite for 
bloody horrors was fully as great then as Sab in'. 
d1ctionary now lists, tbr in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centurie., there were three Latin, tour 
English, six Frenoh, eight German, and eighteen 
Dutch edltlon8.~ 

Tae first English translation appeared in 1583. It was this 

one, 1!!! Spanish Colonie, which HaklU)'t, Raleigh and the other 

lCharle. Ohapman, Oolonial Hispa.nio America: A History, (New 
York, 1938), 113. 
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ElIzabethans used so profusely. !b! Brevi8sima was published 

nwlth tItles that dId not always conf!ne themselves to the . 
~. 

origfnal," but always tho book was sIgned "the pen of a ven­

erable SpanIsh missIonary," so that all at~oc1t1e8 ment10ned 

in the book seemed true.S 

In England" the book was a best &ellar, and nobody thought 

or queatlon1ng its authentIcity. Here, England elai:ned, waa 

real evidenoe, the work of r..aa Ca..u,Q Romflr! CC:tthol10 bIshop 

who "was the tlr.at and moat vehement !n denoune 1ng Span lah 

oonqueror ... bad patrIot. and wor •• Chr1.tl8l8, whose acta 

outraged religion and d1agraced Spa1n. -a She ttGad avIdly Lae 

Casas' desoriptlon of the colonIzing of the Ii:le ot Hlapa.n1-

ola, Where he sa14: 

In the n. of Hispan!ola, which ... the first 
(as .e have said) whera the Span1ards arrIved, be­
gan the great slaughters and apoylea or the peopla: 
the Spaniards havIng begun to take their w!vea and 
chIldren or the Indies, tor to •• n8 the1l' tume 
and to use them 111. end having begun to eat their 
vIctuals. gotten by their ••• ate and travl11. not 
contenting trlemselves wlth that which the Indians 
gave them of thell' owne good w111, everyone 
after theIr owne abl1:ttle ••• < 

rr01f after 8un(h'Y other tor'oea, vlo1o!'l.ces I and 
tormenta, whioh they wroup-)lt aga!nat them; the In­
diana began to perceive t hat those were not men 
deaoended from heaven. Some of them therefore hId 
their vIctuals, othel"S hId their wive. end eh!,ldren, 
others ned mto the :\fountahut, to se'P"t'ate them-

., 
'"'Romula D. Carbla, H1ator1a de l! Lelenda fte&! H1speno­
Arner!cana~ (Madrid, 1944) ~ 6tr. 

ZITIl!l. C 18 ..... MI1.,. eNutt, Bartholomew de Las cr.al- Ha Life, fIls 
Apo.tolate, and !.U!. W:rlt!ijSi', lIe'W'!or, 90'§'1'; -ar.- -



~ 
devi.ed by the Spaniards was the trafntng ot hounds to tear 

their vict1ma apart. 

• • • they taught the 1r )found •• , fierce dogs, to 
tear them in pieces at the ttrat vi •• , and in the 
apace that one may eay a Credo, uaalled and de­
voured an Indian as It It hadde been a Swine. 
Thea. Dogg.. wrought great d •• tructions and slaugh­
tera. And for such as sometimes J though 8eldome, 
when the Indian put to death aome Spaniard upon 
good rIght and. Law or due Justice, they made a Lawe 
bet.een them, that ror one SpanIard they had to 
alay an hundred Indiana • 

• • • 
• • • It happened that certene Span lards, e 1 ther 
ot pit tie or ot covetousne •• , having taken and de­
tained certen. lolmg striplings to make them their 
Pagea; becausG they would not have them alame, 
and setting theJ!l behind them on their hora •• backs; 
another Spaniard came behinde, whIch stabbed them 
through wIth a Speare. U.o be any chllde or boy 
tumbled down. to the ground, another SpanIard came 
and cut otf hla lege.. S~ cartena of the.a In­
dlana whioh P,R. •• eel OVcCtr into a 11ttle ne neere 
unto the other wIthin an eIght leagues. The Gov­
erneur condemned all thoae whlch had paa.ed the 
water, to become a1a'9'&8 f beoaua8 they had .fled 
trom the 11' butcher i •• 5 

~. 

ExaggeratIon was one of Las Ca ... ' tools 1n buIlding up 

23 

hIs cae. tor the Indiana. When he insist. that 1n twelve years 

-more than tour million soule have been kIlled by the Spaniards 

with aworda and lane •• , and by burning alIve women and chlldren,n7 

he has really doubled hi. number •• 8 • It haa been proved that 

the atat1atlce ot violent externd.nations given by Pad:re La. 

6lbld., Fl. 4v. -
7MacNutt. Bartholomew de Las Casas, Hi. Life, His Apostolate, 
l!!! Wrlt!nga, 342. - - - - -

Slohn Plake, Discovery.2! America, (Bolton, 1892), 2:440-441. 



Cuu 11'1 the heat or hla seneroue defense of the Indiana were 

inexact. ,,9 
~' 

24 

Today the problem or atat18tloa 18 a d1tf'1oult one to in­

vestigate sino. Lu Cuu' original manuscript haa d1aappeal:'od; 

however, a manuscript copy ot 1548 hubeen located and alleged 

to have been written by Las Cuaa. Comparing It with the pub-

11ahed ver810n or 1552 ahon d1aorepa.no 188 :In t igurea • 

In 1548, LasCa.as kills lO,O(XLOOO Indiana 
near Mexico City, in 1552 onl,. .. ,000,000; :In 1548 
Alvarado al •• 1,000 youths in Mexico Otty, !n 
1552 he kills 2,000; m 1548, 12,000,000 Indiana 
were slain 1n Naco and Honduras, 1n 1558 only 
2,000,000; 1D 1548, more than 6,000,000 lhd1ane 
were slain 1n Gutaemala, 1n 1551 onl7 4-5,000,000; 
in 1648 many Iildla:na •• re analaved 1n NIcaragua f 
m 1561 the ntmber 18 exaotly 500,000. '!'hes. are 
a r •• 8Xenaplee ot the !MIl,. dlaorepanc 1.a regard­
Jng the number or viot1ma or Spanish cruelty f'01.md 
,in the two oopt... Wh]' dId the b1ahop change hI. 
t1guru 80 rad1oallr,10 

tzhe questIon haa been answered moat logIcally- Las Cu .. 81m­

ply seleoted a number at random .. long lUI It was large enough 

to help him oreate the 1mpre •• 1on he dea1recl.11 England .. 

mo:re than read,. to believe them all. 

A oontemporary opponent ot La. Ca ... in the N.w World, 

Father Toribio d. Benevente, O.F.M., better known to the In­

diana .. Motol1na, prot •• ted again8t what he called the mia­

repre.entation. of La. CU88. 'on J'anuar'1 2, 1555, Father 

9Rafeel Altamil-a, A H1ttorl !I! Spanlllh OolonlBatlon, (London, 
1930), 181. 

lOAntonme Tlbeaar, O.F.M., "Review ot Lew!. Hanke, Bartolome 
de laa C .... , Boolman, SCholar. and Propagandist, (Philadel­
phla, 1958), CatholIc Historioal Rev!ew, ~ (January, 1953): 
470-478. 

llIbld., 472. -



:ifotol1..~ \vrote to Charles V regarding condItions in Mexico: 

The or flcers ot the gOVGl"l'lJllent, 8,S well as 
the preaching friars and cont •• aora--tor from the 
beginning t1wre have been Franc1acans a...1>ld after-
ward came those of other ordera--alwaya took 
Sp&¢ 1al care to see that t110 !ndIan, tho slu""es 
above all, were well treated and taueht 1n all 
cfootriuo a"'la 1n Ch1"lorst1unlt"i:r and God, '/JI10 Is the 
prmo 1pal doer of' 811 good ~ 2 

~. 
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He re:rorred to TAts Cnsus as (\ l"estleas wanderer from colony to 

colony. TTlatorians toll us that :lotol1na Vias a keen, unpreju­

dioed obser"Jor, B...'1d that as far as i.!exlco was 0 oncernod, 

Motol:tna was rn.anltestl:.r bettor informed than r.sas CasO,s.13 It 

has been proved that TAl8 Cuu fills :tfied documents to prove 

hls points, dying, however, before he oould present o'I!'.denoe 

to suppler.nent his aocusations.14 

r.llznbethan Imgland, however, wa_ not interested in tind.-

1ng discrepancies 1n rAGS Cusu. Indeed. t..~e En¢list:. tranala-

t10n of 1593 whIch appe(lx-ed 1.'1'). London 6.S p.a~t of ~ Spanish 

Colonle. revoled in aLl"OC itiea 7·~Ientioned by Lng Casas. ocoa­

sionally 1mprov1ng on them.. The Ehgl:1ah translatOl", in a 800-

tion called "'I',he new neal'1£} of Granadn," intcz"*polated e. para-

Graph r"as Casas never oven wrote! 

Another tIme thQt tho Indians gavo hL":"l a coffor full 
or golde, that this cruel captaine required ther:l: he 

12Losley S1mpson,!h! n-tctJmlends..!!lE!:! Spain, O1erkcloy, 1950), 

£!;;fL"1C18 B. Steck, O. ?JT.. (ed.), Motol1na's :!iZt017 .2! !E!. 
Jnd1ana S!t. !!! S,2!in, (Washington, D.C.. :lOS1), 46. 

143tecl(, "Some Recent Trends and N..ndlngs 1n the History of the 
Spen:f.sh ColonIal El!tp1re :1.n ... ~marlcQ," Catholic "7T:tstoT>:,'!cnl Hevi •• , 
28 (A?rl1 J 1942) :26-2'1. -



sent men to W8l're upon them: who cut otf the handa 
arid. noa.. of men and women w1 thout n1.llber. They 
cut others betore the!%' dop be1nghunger bItten 
and bled to the teate of feeding on .reah, the 
which dispatohed and devoured them.1 

~-

In the chapter, "nel Nuevo Reyno de Granada," Las Casas 

26 

state,. that the Spanish Ca.ptain decapItated "8. trelnta a 

quarentatt16 Indiana in order to ahow the other inhabitants 

the treatment they could expect it they did not give aat1a. 

taotorry servico to the SpanIards. 'rhe Engl!sh translator 

aa,.: "He (the Spanish capta1n) caulhlg a .forty or rIft,. 

amongst them to have the:t.r heade out ott. .. • tt1"1 Although 

the difference in number 18 ndnor, It la an indioation 01' the 

subtle 418eem!natlon of ~ Leland. Negra. 

Again tn The SpanIsh ColonIe, the EnglIsh translatIon 

reada f "They (the Spa.nla:rda) have .lam unto this day in 

thea. same :real._ (and yet dayly 8lay them) more than tour 

mI1110na or soulea.alB The tranalator fail. to note that 

the.. tour million Indiana 1ft Peru pertshed during a period. 

ot ten ,.eara.19 

Aa Laa Oasu concludes h1a Brey18s!ma, he :nentlo118 that 

he -observed cruelties for tort, ,..ea,-eO- but the Spen1ah 

Colonie atat •• that Laa Oaa •• wltne8a&d oruelties for 

15Bartholomew de Lu C .... , The Sptnlah Colonie, "1. 44v. 

16Bartolo. de Laa Cae.a, Breve Relaolon.. 4e 1a n •• trucol6n 
de 18.8 lnd1aa Occicental •• , (!i.viiia, Dml)-;-l§!," ••• venidoa 
fiace cor£iil h. oabezu a trelnta a qua:renta de e110s ••• tI 123. 
l'1The SPAAlah Colonie, Fl. 451-. 

lSIb1d., Pl. 411". 
lSLa. Casas, Breve Relaelone,\ 113, -Mae raltan, ., han mueM;o 
de aquello8 He,no.Sa£a h07 HIU8 ho,- tambi:.l$le matan) en 
obra d. die. anos. de quatro cuentoe de an • 
20Bartolome d. Las au .. , Breve Relaclon, 124. tt ••• cwrrentaa 
ano •••• 



tor-rorty-two yeara. ft21 

It 1s evident that Las Casas, wIth his BrevlssL-na, had a 
~' 

tremendous effect on England, exoellent propagandist as he 

was. 22 The 1583 translation was timely. EnglIsh sea-dogs 

needed exoneration; :English morale had to be boosted to rever 

heat as a prepara.tion tor the inevItable open war that was in 

the orting. How better could England accomplish. this than by 

Las Casas himself: 

The chroniclea, documents, letters of the 'Period abound 

27 

in antl-Spanlah propaganda. Many ot the chroniclers were sea­

doge themselves, national heroes, whoae deeds and worde alike 

were oonned and worshiped by their tellow men, aspaolall,. 

since they were tilling Engllah corters with Spanish gold and 

bringing fame and glory to the nation. RaleIgh, Drake J Gil­

bert, just three 01' the chivalrio soldIers of the sea who 

used their great talent. for the cauee of England, were fol­

lowed bljndly by a hero-worshiping country in the 1r oampaign 

against Spain. It was through the1r united efforts that Eng­

land was at last ready tor the great struggle with Spain; and 

when open war followed and Spain made her last great effort 

to oonquer the heretic islanders fn 1588, ahe was defeated b7 

theae men who had served their apprentIce.hip 1n the guerllla 

warfare or the Spani8h Ma:ln,23 and who had helped: build up 

21The Sp!pish Oolonlo, Fl. 4Sr. 

2~ancl. J. Teehan, "La. Caeas." quoted in Peter Guildar (ed.), 
Church Historians, (New York, 1926), 151. 
23neSola P1nto, The English Renaissance, 1510-1688, (New York, 
1938) J 59-60. -
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mental res 1.stance through the 11'" wrl t!ngs .. 

Tn the chronicles can be found evidences of an appeal to 
~. 

all classes of people against Spain--the people 1 the govern­

ment, the merchant.. Because the people were interested 

mainly in religious lllot1ves tor defeating SpaID, the govern­

ne nt in political, and the merchant. 1n comrnero ial, good 

propagandists would mix all three appeals. Richard Hayes, 

captain of the "Golden Hind," held out a rich :reward, not 

just in the harvest of heathen souls, but in the wealthy mines 

and fat land. for those who colonlzed.24 The poor pagan was 

pictured by Sir Humphrey GIlbert as thirsting for sa.lvation. 

Smugly GIlbert reasoned that the infidels t deliverance from 

Satan would be rtsufflelent recompense .for the 1088 of their 

tribal land. to godly Englishmen;ft he continued saying that 

when "the heathen have been taught to dress in Christian ap­

parel, English clothiers will tind in America a Vel'lt for their 

goods, to the 1\,ttrrte%18e profIt ot artisans and mercha.'1ta alike. "25 

24 

But if your highness w111 permit me t with 'my asso­
ciates, eyther oVertly or covert17 to perfourme 
the aforesaid enterprise; then with the gayne 
thereot there may be sas!.ly such a competent eom-

Richard Haklu,-t, PrlnCl~l NavigatioDe, Voyasea, Tratflquea 
!!!!! Disooveri •• .9.! the Engleh Batfon, (Olaagow, 1904), 8t72. 

25S:lr Humphrey GIlbert, A True RetOrt. ot the late diacoveries, 
and *O.8.8S10lUJ taken 1n -the rIGht ot tiii' c;o..ne-or England., .2.t t e I •• found tande8-;-{rJondon~ 5~)~." i, 11-:-



pan" tranaported to the VI _ I. U -l be bable not 
onl1 to dlapo ••••• the S. [spanlardaJ but a180 to 
po ••••• torever your r_jeatl. and Real.me there­
with. and thereby not only to counterva1le, but by 
tarr to surmount with gain., the a1'oreea1d supposed 
10 ••••• 26 
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~' 

Raleigh, leaat rel1g1ou8 of the ••• -doge, frIend and PB-

tron of RIchard Hakluyt, and aaa18tant In compIling and pub­

i1.hing iiakluyt' 8 collectIon ot Fhgl1ah voyages, realized the 

advantage or evangelIzing the hoathen, and ins 1.ted that the 

natives ot Guinea could be made the moat potent means of bar­

raaaing Spain 1t the Engl1ah would make frIend. with them and 

br1:ng them. to the obedience ot the gospel. 

• • • the Spanlarda for theyr opposItIon and uaur­
patlon are detested and reared both by the Gu1n1ana 
and borderera, by the former, because the Spaniards. 
torced them to fly from they!' country or Peru, and 
b1 the latter, by experience or the Span1ah dealblga 
tower4a the._1 Y.. and the,r ad.jomJng neighbors. 
• • • But It 18 lIke that all the countries of' the 
cont1nent who are not .,..t enthraUed to the Span-
1ar4a and have heard or their outrage and •• peelal-
17 to the Am6Bonea .In Ngarda ~ theyr self., wIll 
be read7 to 87d her !lajeet1e aga1nat the Spanlard.2"1 

Aga.:ln Rale1gh eay8! 

It 1e honorable_ both ter that b1 thIs m8atl8 infin­
Ite nombres or 80ules 57 be brought t'.rom tbeyr 
idolatry t bloo,dy saorit 10 •• _ 19noraunee, and tn­
olv111t7, to the worahlppmg ot the true Qod aught 
to clvUl conversatIon, and alao theyr body •• f'r'eed 

26State ftMl'a DoIIIHt1o. K11aabeth. Sl!!, 12 / US / 12 (1) 
November ~i57', quoted hi DavId Bee" u1nn, Ced.), ~ 
VBnf •• and colonl'" EnterprIse, 9.! !!!: H;gmphreY G!l~t, 
( on, l'§40), 1 :t -7i. 

27Sir Walter Rale1gh, The D110pe of' the ifte' Rioh and 
Beautiful EatD1re or Gu1iii .1 ~litlODo • Oiiit'lrOtden WI ot L.jlOa, ltoberl ft. sohombU:rgh, (ea. >;-ltOiidon, 1848), 

-36. 



from the intolerable t1ra.nrly or the Spanla.t"da 
whereunB3 they are already or 11kely to be sub­
Jected. 

~' 

Raleigh .first oor4S1c1ered tho pro ject or a. gree.tsr Ert~11and 

across trssoas \rh1,ch t~'Cu1d welco:oo the surplus popu.1a. t ion of 

the mot..'ler oountry to indttatry and plenty and mt'4ke D1C1al'ld 

30 

the great mart for its prod,ucts. He an~ '-11.8 bl'Ot~1.0r, SIr !{um­

phrey Gilbert, shAred the drea:rl of plant1ng 1n S&vaCC land., 

l!hc11sll.'1len WhOVlould be r"!,.,11od by EnglIsh laws, G7'1 Jo:r Enf'J.1ah 

liberty, end pledge alloGiance to tll/) English orOitm .. 

Through all the stirring career ot RaleIgh ••• 
there ran lIke a golden thread, sh1ning brightly 
amId the dross tha t surrounded it, the 1118Xt in­
gu1ehable re80lve that the arrogant cla1.'1l of' 
~111p to the exelus1.ve posso •• lon of tho \Testern 
world, by virtue ot the Popef. bull, should be 
resiated to the death, and that 1n ordarto mke 
th1a res latanee effectIve, &lg1an4 should be au­
preme on the sea. 'l'o thIs rul1ng principle he 
devoted his talents J his torttm88, and his l1te.29 

The Jfblg ot Spain ... the target at which England a1med, 80 

Relel&'tt and the other sea doga dedicated themselves to hI. 

de8tructlan .. 

'l'he adventure. ot John Hawk!ne an4 the accounts or hi. 

adventure. did much to promote b Leyenda M'e4!'a ..m Jt)lgland. 

because he was the tirst great.ailo%' ot the southam 8ohool 

or Ehgl1ah adventurers, the hero who ... later to be imItated 

by a hoat or merchants, slave tl-adent pir'ates and 't'atriota. 

English authorities have stated t..hat Hawlcina t adventUl"ee were 

28 
~., 135.· 

29.rt m A. S. bme. !.!£ Welter Hale 1FJt, (London, 189'1), !x-x. 



based on "the freedom of the saaa and the reoiprocal trade 

rights enjoyed by Spaniards and Engl1ehmen In each other' s ~. 

porta in virtue of the old commercial troaties between Eng­

land and the HOUDe of Blll"tc;m1.dy." In the docur1ents of the 

sixteenth contul-'Y I howover, there :18 no ovldencG that the 

31 

Spaniards considered that the English had any r~ghts in the1.r 

colonial ports except such as might be oonceded to them indi­

vidually by special lIcense to paas the lnd~es.30 The Eliza­

bethans, though, oonsidered it. a business venture, "picking 

up negroes on the Guinea coast end selling them, • • • cap­

turing any Spanish vessel met on the h1gh seas," imprIsoning 

the crew and confIscating the cargo. Indeed, the manuscript 

logs ot the sh ips, !h! ~ Dragon and 1h2. Clifford, for the 

1586 voyage to South Amer 10a reveal absolute p tracy. The 

logs record "the capture of Spanish and Portuguese vessels 

and pItched battle. • • • in the same matter-ot-fact way tl~t 

they record the weather. 31 

The "arfair of San Juan de tn.lua" was the trump card Eng­

land played, 1nvolv1ng as it did what the English called a 

breaking of faith on the part of the Spaniards when they 

fired on English shipe to which they had promised safe conduct, 

and promoting, naturally, ~ I,eYenda Negra. The incident haa 

3°Irene A. Wright, Spaniah Doou..rnenta Concerning Engliah Voyages, 
(London, 1929), 10. 

31Julian S. Corbett, Drake ~ ~ Tudor!!Il, (Uew York, 1899), 
1:394-95. 



been :rtecounted with bItter inveotives by English chroniclers 

and wIth r.'j(itter-of-fact narrative on the part of the Span-
~. 

lards. The only excuse, Hawkins stntes, that the Spaniards 

offered lTaa tho ~rlcel"o:r of t~-H~ Spanish neat bol loved Hawkins 

:mea.nt to break hIs W'ol"d and fire on the Span 18h. The V1eeroy t 

aocording to Hawkins, no :l.ther denied the affair, nor had n 

shred of evidence to support hin mistrust. 32 

The tugger ~ Letters record Hawkins challenging any 

Spaniard to :right it out with him; with Queen Ellzabeth be-

hind him, hts piracy nnd t.hat of the other buccaneers beea.~e 

more fla.grant than ever in retaliation ror the "afra1.r. "33 

The whole accou.nt of the episode :must be taken as an ~ parte 

statement of the cnse o.r the Fng11sh against Sp9.~.n, but the 

main facts are true. It is only 1n omission that it ~uts the 

Ene;lish C8.se too hlgh. The account of the affair, pl"lbl1shed 

in pamphlet form, was destined to stir up public oT'ln1.on.34 

Drake, too, embarked on the same sea of piracy. At 

32 

heart e. PurItan, he was ins'9ired by the true Purltanic hatred 

tor the superstItions of Rome Whieh, to him, were epitomized 

1n Spanish Catholicism. A staunch Englishman as well as a 

Puritan he was resolved to break the Spanish mono'J)oly, and re-

32Corbett, Drake !!l1t 1b! 'rud~r !!!!.z, 1:118-119. 

33Von lQ.aarvl11, (ad.), The Fusger new. I..etters: Being a .§.!­
laotion ot Unpublished Letters from the aorreapondenee or the 
House otaer During the Yearii"l'5sa:Ie05. Tra.nslatedby­
Pauline-de ary, (LOndon, 1929), 194. 
34Phillp Ainsworth ~Aean8 J The Spanish !!!.!!, (Fbcus.2! EnvZ). 
1492-1700, (New York, 1925~71. 



as 

gardec1 hia buooaneer1ng ae the cruaader once regarded h1a 

marcb into the Holy Land. ne would be the avenger of all the 
~. 

Engliah who had ever been treacherousl,. alain, burned aa here-

tIc., 01' done to death :In Mexican galleJa, and hi. oonqueat. 

becamatabuloua .36 1fh6 f!l&s!x- !!!!. Letter. of this period 

t'l.'lGntlon Drake, the letters being the chier organ tor written 

o0llDUD1oation of new. Ai; a t'-- when the world waa wIthout 

telegraph or new.paper, and when It ... imperative for the 

House ot Fugger to be kept informed of the ne.. 1n all c Itlea-­

politioal, financial, 1'.11810\18, and eYeD 100.1.31 

cm.e ot the ftrat and gl!'eat.at or the chroniclers and one 

of the .oat vehement fn denunciatIon ot Spain was Richard 

BaklUJ\, who early adv1aed Ellaabeth to contmue plundering 

Span1ab ahlp8 ooming ~om the Indi.. because tI 11' lOU touch 

hSm !n the Ind1ea, lOU touch h1a in the apple of h1a eye." 

Cont:lnufng wIth reterenoe to PhIlip, "tor take away hi. tr ... -

ure • • • h1e old banda of aoldler8 .111 aoon be dle.olved, 

hie purpoa •• defeated, h1a power and .trength d!m1n!ahe4 • • 

and tyran1e utterly auppreuea.-:n 

Richard Hakluyt (1534-1808) clearly a •• that ... tern dls­

oovery afforded England a great opportunlt)' for dominion and 

35w. H. Ad ... , Da'9'8nport, Btn1nent 8&11ore: ! Serf .. !! !!!ga­
raph! •• , (Bew York, n.d.), s. 
as Von lQ.urvl11, (eel.),.b Fue;pr .!!!!. Letten. 143. 

3'1Rlohard Hakl1qt. ».o-t oonotm~ wrtern Planting, 
Cbarlea Deane, Ced.', t6iiibr1dgi. i~, 1. 



power. The qualltJ ot hi. mind fitted him tor a work that 

made h1m the repos1tory ot great intor .. tlon about various 
~' 

34 

part. ot the new world. 3B He was an active clergyman, con­

Bcious ot the responsibIlity ot hi. calling, and dIligent in 

the performance ot hi. religioua dutI.a, using his labors tor 

exploration and colonization u a comple.ntary part ot hi. 

rel1gioua career and utilizing opportunities incidental to 

either profe.sion for the mutual benetit 01' both,,39 

His first important ecclesiastical poet was that of chap­

lain to Sir Edward Stafford, amba.sador to France. Hakluyt 

corresponded wIdely and thereby accumulated a p U. ot manu­

script. which he 8upplemented with the mapa of the best geog­

raphers ot Europe and data from learned men, and caat into a 

coherent book. His work lay not only in collectlon but in 

arrange_nt, the wrIting ot prefacea, and the edItIng ot often 

unreadable materIal into a readable tOMB. Be was one of the 

earlieat ftscholar adventurer.,· extracting hi. material ~om 

merchant.' let tars, boob ot aeamen t. logs; he urged veterans 

to. write him aceotmta of their doinga, personall,. interview­

Ing tho.. who couldn't or wouldn t t wrl te, adding state paper. 

and printed recorda tor every source be could find. 40 

38Henry S. Burrage J (ed.), OrIginal NarratIv •• ot Barlz Amerl-
.!!!:!! Histon, (New York, 19<2), xvI!. -

39Lou1a B. Wright, ReI 10 an~r.: The Allianoe between Piel .!!l!1 oo;nrg! . hEx~l9D l!'@-U25, ((iiIversJ.ty 
0. orth C aro ina, 1943 J 39. 

40Jamea Wl111a.maon, The Ocean in Eng11ah Rist0r;-' "The Propa­
gandists ot the TudoF'Perlod," cOiriird, 1929), ·9. 
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After tlve years in France J Hakluyt returned to England 

where he took up a long residence in Suffolk as an eame.t~, 

country parson, twelve years later beooming personal chaplain 

to Sir Robert Cecl1. Although other appointments oame hl. 

way, there Is no indIcation that he shirked his ecclesiasti­

cal duties, or felt that hi. service to the state was more 

important than his service to the Church. 41 Though he was 

not a fanatic, he cast hi. lot with the Puritan party, a poli­

tical group numbering Sir Phil!p SIdney, The Earl of T.,elees­

ter. S1r Franc1. Wa181ngham and Sir Walter Raleigh among its 

members; the party was more politIcal than sectarian, since 

the chief ooncern wa. to establiah the Protestant interest 

against the power of Catholiciam ... tne greatest threat to 

the very existence of England, whIch belier helps explain the 

almo8t tanatical fervor wIth which he carried on hi. crusade 

tor colonizat1on 1n the New World. 42 

In the year of the Span1ah Arma4a, Hakluyt made ready 

tor the pres. the book of voyages of his nation. uThe stal­

wart black-letter volume haa taken Ita place with the clas­

ale. ot hero1am. It. author has taken hi. wIth the epic 

chroniclers. It 1a hie book that haa kindled and more than 

kept alight the glow that Ulummate. the da,.. or the great 

queen. 41 'l'ract. and adventure. that betore were soattered, 

4lwrlght, Religion ~ Empire, 41. 

42 ~., 40. 

4SThoma8 Fuller, .!h! History !l1. !h! Worthies .!!! En61and, (Lon­
don, 1662), 453. 
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Hakluyt brought together end brought glory to England. Always 

Hakluyt '. work was directed to the guIding principle of hl~ 

Iffe, the awakening of England to the realization of her great­

ne •• and the defeat of Spain. He pointed out the perll to 

Europe it Spain was permitted to continue her career of conquest 

and monopoly t suggestIng with shrewd cunning II that one Clerke, 

a pirate, might be induoed to establish a stronghold at the 

Straits aa it for himself, without the countenance of the Eng­

lish na.tIon." Thus England would be in a 8 trateglc pos! tion J 

Hakluyt adding, "garrisoning the tort might a180 become a 

ChrIstian and humanitarian enterprlse.w44 The quality ot 

Hakluyt'. mind was peouliarly fitted fOr the work that makes 

him the repository ot much ot the intormation ot the world. 45 

He made nan,. practIcal suggestiona to the government. In 

"The Discourse ot Western Planting" Which reads like a sermon 

through ita twenty-one chapters, Hakluyt gives good advice on 

how to harras. Spain, showing how on account or the western 

discoveriea the nations have .a opportunity to spread the gos­

pel. Ever s1nce Henry VIII ta rule, the English sovereigns 

have had the title ot de tender. ot the faith. Henee, Hakluyt 

1nsiats: 

44Riehard Hakluyt, the Younger, "A Discourse ot the Conmodlty 
ot the Taking ot the Straight or Magellanus," Document 24 in 
E.G.H. Taylor, (ed.) f The Or1s1nal Writinss and corre8Eond­
~ .2! lb.! ~ RlchardHakluzts, (LOndon, 1§!!'), 1:13 -40. 

45aarrage, (ed.), Orisinal Barratives s! Early American 
History, xv!l .. 



they are not onaly chardged to ma,netayne and pat­
ronize the faithe of Christe, but a180 to inlerge 
and advance the aame. Ie 1 ther ought this to be 
their laata work but rather the principall and 
chete ot all others. 45 

~' 
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In hi. second chapter Hakluyt proceeds to ward hi. countrymen 

~t all other Englishe trades are grown beggerly 
or daungeroua especially dawgeroUB in all the King. 
of Spa.yne his domyn ions, where our men are dryven to 
tImge their bibles and prayerbooke8 :lnto the sea, 
and to tarsweare and renounce their religIon and 
eon.ciena,' and consequently their obedIence to her 
Majesty. 

Bakluyt 18 provoked a8 he recalls how the Engli8h merchants 

have their liberties curtailed. According to Hakluyt "the 

neeee8ttl ot trading wIth Spain, Where merchant. must risk 

the puniahment. ot the InquIsitIon or endanger the1r immortal 

soule wUl be indeed when England gives her people a chance to 

build up their ftDecayed trades." What an enticing picture he 

paints of these "Co:mrnod.1tlea ot the India.1I which are ready 

for the .Inglish to graap.48 Indeed, Hakluyt pomts out that 

the instant Engl1ah navies arrive in the Indies. the natives 

will join them 1n :revolt against the Spaniards. 

46 

The Spaniards govern In the Ind1es with all pride 
and tyrante; and l1ke aa whenpeoplo ot contrar!e 
nature at the sea on tel' into gal1lee, where 'men 
are tied a8 slaves. all yell and crye wIth one 
voice, L1berata, 11berata ... desirous of I1berata 
and treedome, 80 no doubt whensoever the Queen of 
England., a princess ot such elemeno 1e, ahall seate 
upon that tirme of America, and ehall. be reported 

E.G.R.'laylor. Ced.), The Original Wrlt1nys and COl'TesJ?ond-
~ 2!!h!.!!2 Richard liiklulta, {LOndon, 935/,1:215. 

47 Ib id., 218. -
48 

Ibid. I 221. -



throughe oute all that traote to use the naturall 
people there and all human it 18 I C urt •• le, and 
frsedome, they wl11 yalde themselves to her govel~­
mant, and revolt clean. trom the Spaniards and 
speCially when they shall understande that she hathe 
a noble navle, and that she aboun~8th with a peonla 
most. valiante tor their deren.e. 

Again he insiats that Fngland 1s ripe for conquest; 

How easle a matter yt be to thi. Rsalme, swarming 
at this day with valiant youthe8, rustIng and 
hurtful by lacke of employment and having good 
makers or cable and of all Borts of oordage, and 
the best and moet connynge shIp-wrights of the 
worlde, to be lorde. of all those seas, and to 
spolIa PhIlip fa navye, and to depr:1.ve him of 
yerely passage of his treasure into Europe and 
con •• quently to abate the pride or Spaine and of 
the supporter of the great Anti-Ohrist of Rome, 
and to pull him downs in equalities to his neigh­
bor princes, and to all Europe by the peculiar 
abundance of his IndIan treasure, and thlsse wi th­
out difficultIes. 50 

38 

~. 

One of the first steps Elizabeth ought to take, according to 

Hakluyt, ought to be the establ1sh.rnent of naval bases in the 

Florida territory; then she could intercept the Spanish treas­

ure ships and deprive the Spanish Emperor of hi. means of con­

quest. 

And fn very deede it 1. mosts apparaunte that 
riches are the fIttest Instrumentes ot conqueate, 
and that the Emperour turned them to that use. 51 

Hakluyt wanted to eliminate Spain's source of wealth since 

Spanish gold had eorrupted all Europe. In order to obtain 

this gold, the Spaniards co~ltted outngeous atrooities 

49Rlchard Hakluyt, "England's Title 
South Leaflets, Bo. 122, 5:12. 
50 ~., 10. 

52 ..!2.!i., 244. 

to North AmerIca," Old -



which Hakluyt takes time out to describe. Hakl1..lyt informed 

Elizabeth 

Weare able to kelde a goodd and perfecta 
aocompte, that there i8, within the space of forty 
yeres, by these said tyranies and devilIsh do1ngea 
ot the Spantardes, don to death un,justly and tyran­
nouslv '.TIore than twelve mI11!.ons of soules, 1'l1en, 
women: and children.52 

~. 
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Always, Hakluyt 18 the preaeher J and always there is the reli­

gious lnot1v8 tor colonization. 

Now to the end it may appeare, that this voiage 
18 not undertaken altogether for the peculiare Oom­

modlt1e ot ourselves, and our Oountrie. [as ganer-
811ie other trades and Journles be] it Shall rall 
out 1n proote, that the Savages shall heerby have 
just cause to biesse the hours when this enterprise 
wae undertaken. 

F:i.:rst and ch1e.fly, in respect of the most happy 
and gladsome tydtngs ot the moat graoious Gospel of 

our SavIour Jesue Christ, whereby they may be brought 
fI'om talsehood to truth, trom darkness to lyght, trom 
the h1eway of death to the path or 11fe, from super­
stitious idolatry to sincere Christianlty,:f'rom the 
devIl to Christ, fro~ hell to heaven. 53 

Hakluyt stands as one or the heroes, one of the directing 

r11nds, of the Elizabethan era, lend:!ng his voice to the ex­

pression of the new national spirIt. ~ Discourse !!..! Western 

Planting, written for Rale1~~'. Virginia, 18 the state~nt of 

a oommeroial and eolonial !)o11ey54 tor it was Hakluyt ts plan 

52Richard Hakluyt, nImgla.nd's T1.tle to North America," 
South Leaflets, No. 122, 5:259. 

Old -
53 

Ii ichard HaklU7t J The Th1rd and Laat Volume ot His vo:~e8, 
Trafflg.ues, !.!!2 DisCoVeries of .Th! 11.h latIon,-and _ aome 
few ¥laces where t~?' have not been, 0 • rangers, performe-r­
wrth n and before e "t"rmesO'1 tlleie t.. e hundred year-s, to 
all a;nt8 of the Niitound World of AmerIca, or West Ind!es~ 
ltOn on, lOOO},17'. - - -
54 George ParKa, RIchard Haklult ~ ~ Enelish Voyages, (New 
York, 1928), 2. 



'0 
that English Protestants should go forth and people the world, 

believing so firmly in h1e own worda that apprentices, mer:" 

chants, pla.in citizens, speculators, and noblemen were con-

verted to his doc trine. After hIs t 1."116 it was eas fer to per­

suade Englishmen that their destiny layaway from the narrow 

little island, while investors in colonial stock oompanies 

could taka comfort nin. the realization that. while they sought 

tat profIts, they might also contribute to a hIgh moral cause." 

L'"'Itbuad with religious and patriotio zeal, Hakluyt was the first 

great and successful "Apostle ot Empire ft
• 55 Perhaps his great­

est contribution to England was not geographioal data, but the 

stimulation that Englishmen received trom a recital of their 

own :narit1me progress, "confirming .in the national consoious-

ness the belief that England was by destiny the first sea­

power of the world. uSES and advanc ing the doc trine that "Eng_ 

land's future prosperity lay in colonial expans ion and the 

sub jectlon ot alien races to English oulture and rellgion. u57 

Richard Eden. 1541-1576, stands 1n Engl!a:h literary his­

tory in the 8ame relation to Hakluyt a8 Richa.rd Hakluyt does 

to Sa"nue1 Purchas, and Samuel Purehaa to the present Hakluyt 

and Royal Geographical Societies. Hakluyt published Eden'a 

5&Nrlght t Religion ~ ~1re, 55-56. 

56 Parka, Riohard Hakluyt and .!h! Engl1ah Voy_sea t 3. 

57Wrlght. RelIgion !!ll! !mP1re~ 5~. 
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translations, as Eden "ls the Pioneer of BritIsh geographic 

researoh, the Very FIrst of our Naval Chronicles, and tho Rer-
~' 

ald and Forerunner of our subsequent discoveries and vlctor-
58 

les at sea .. 1t He had held ot:floee in Henry VIII's court, 

having been called from the University of Ca~brldge where he 

studied 1.Uldor Sir Thomas S~nyth, later Secretary of state. 

H!a importance reste on ! Treaty •• S!.! ~ !!! India, !.llh 
_o .... th ....... er .... ill!!. tounde lands. ~ Florida, .!!. !!ll ea.twards .!!. 

westward., !!. they ~ known .!nS! round in these .2:!!:! ds.:yea, 

after !h! deaeriptlon ~! Sebastian ~lureter,~ hie booke £! 
Universal Coamosraph1e. He translated Latin, Italian and 

Spanish works useful to the State such aa _De __ c .... 8_d .... 8_S :!! !S!!2 

~, and 12! Arts Navle;a.nde. 59 The substance ot h1.8 works \faa 

novel'to his publIc, and their acoounts of the wealth of the 

tropics were the first detailed descriptions they had trom the 

EngliSh prea •• GO 

Placed in the treaaury of King Philip through the favor 

of certain Spanish nobles, Eden fell tnto disrepute under 

Queen Mary When he was accused of heresy and as Q result was 

deprived ot his office. However, lIke Hakluyt, he wanted onl.,. 

58Edward Arber (ed.) J The Ji'lrat Three English Books on America, 
1~5.~Ch1etl; Translat1Oiis, domp liat!ons1H Richard Eden trom 
WrIt 58!?l. ietr..2 iirtJre 91. Anghiera, rmmfftam,lmIsT;Xll. 

59 ~.t xlv. 

6Dw111Iamson, !b!. Ocean .!!: English HIstory, 63. 



a qu1et l1te) suitable for .~Y and was one of the c:;reo.t 1n­

fluellC6a :in fashlonmg the Elizabethan deaf.1'o fOl"llcmr>lre ~ 

interest 1n the new world .. 51 A treatment or the c(.r'lTlel'C 1al 

rivalry or FZlgla..."1d and Spain would be Incomplete w1thout n 

reforence to Richard IInkluyt and. Pichard Eden \1ho d so much 

for the English cause. 

Tn tl'...e story of t!'10 Jotcat. of the Armada Gont €l~:e.1nst 

England b~ PhIlip II) aspoc 1al1:; when the old ...,an'tlscr~pt. or 
the dny are studiod, on(} f1.nda ~eh or lb2. !,eyenda~Ye~'~ra .. 

t!v.ny of them stated that Spain had partIes w1,th1,n the r:nGllsh 
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l-auln i1hloh tho English feared would a.dhore t 0 ?h~l!.PJ while 

othe)~s sent up wlteh cries that the "seml-nn:r1tes had bS[1U!l to 

blossom and send forth daily 'Priests and professed men, who 

should by vow taken at Ghr~.rt reoonoile her suhjects, yea, and 

bind. mQny of them. to ntt,ompt acs,1.nst her ifajesty'a nerson."62 

Other acoounts atate: 

• • • the Spanish floet, after being houn.ded up r:h.nn­
nel, bad euetained a. eruah!ng teat from the .Engl1sh, 
a defeat fn which thoy lost many eh!pe and thousands 
of men before they fled north. a defeat so terrible 
that noth~ could induce them to turn on the1.r pur­
suers ••• 6 

f/h l1e other. account how they ftw! th a howlSng and .fearful outerJ, 

~l 
OJ .:r.h! F1ratThree Enftlh!!l Books .a A!p1"1!a, xiv. 

62.J'amea Spe~d1ng .. Lotters and Lite of' rran.ci. Baeon, (r~don:t 
1001), 1:99. (quoted rrom~ettirto MonsIeur Crotoy, Seore­
tary of ~oe, by Sir J;,rano1a Wals1ngham.) 

G3The StatE) 1'al!!l"lI flE)lUt!~ to the Deteat of the SWlo"liah Ara­
da--;-7\nno 158lj, quoted in 1 lbITciilona or tJii fF 'ecorcJ.-'!OC1-ry'-:f01ln-,sox I..aughton, ~e(f.), (Prlnti'! for e Navy Recorcr.­
~_oo 1oty, 1894), J ; 11. 



weyedanehor, cut the 11'" Cables, hoysed the 11'" sayle s, cried out 

upon their rowers, and straoke w1th a horrible and pannique 
~' 

fears, betooke themselves to a confused flight. ,,64 

A copy of the letter that Pedro de Alva "did wrlte from: 
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Roan, the first of SeptemtH,r," 1a lntereat1n:3: fro'11 the Spanish 

point of view: 

••• I do not write V1e1'/8 of the Spnn:Ish arm1e, be­
oause they dIvers, and woulde gladly wrIte the very 
'crueth. NO .. 8 by the newes wh1,ch runneth from England, 
and other places; it 18 holden tor oertame J that they 
have broken their heads, having sunke many of the~,r 
shlppes, and taken others; and the rest, which they 
say were tVlenty-saven sh:!:ppea, returned, very much 
battered, to the river of London, whIch are all those 
that eoulde escape. 

r{'o translator 1s named, but in the next column follows 

damnation S!.!. ~ .§.panlsh t,yes. 

!rhla Pedro Alva could be content to send lyea, 
but he 1.e more werie in the avowmg of them; he re­
porteth lyes, as he salth, that came from other 
places. But, ot all other places, none coulde make 
a truer report than Calle Is, where the Gov-arnour, 

"A Con---

and. all the 1n..~ab i tents, sa. the Spanish arm1e m 1.ght­
ily beaten by the English; and it was afflrrn.ea, by 
men or great judgement, that never was seene, by any 
man lIving, such a battery ••• 

The attack on Spain becomes scur.rl1ous: 

Here followeth from the mountain of lyee, it 18 rea­
aon, that If there were lye1"s in London, they should 
send they to ~t"ndoza: for 80 mendaela are of more 
price with him than true reports, and 80 was he 

64!larcie's ~alea, '!he '.!'rue and Royall Hiatory ot the FamoUl 
~res.e lhl&beth, (London, ~6), 279.. - -



aocustomed wh.en he VI.8.S ambassador In England to buy 65 
more lye8 becauee he liked them better than truths. 
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A cOP1 of a letter sent from. &lgland to Bernadino Mendoza, 

Spanish Ambassador to France, and declarIng Engla.nd to be in 

opposition to PhIlip, was found in the Chambers of Richard 

LeIgh, a. priest who was lately executed for high treason, eo~ 

mitted in the tL~e the Spanish Armada was on the ges. The 

Appendix to the Letter states t hat after the defeat of the Ar-

mads., the TJord Ad'111.rnl followed the epanlsh navy as far as the 

55th degree northwards ani then returned, dee 1.dS.ng the Span­

iards had retl:trned home. 

But wi.thin three or four days after thJs, 
suddenly there earne report to the court the. t the 
Spanish navy had refreshed ltselt in the islands be­
yond the Orcades, both with water plentifully, and 
with bread, fish and flesh, as far as their money 
could get, and would return hIther onee again to 
attend on the Duke of Parma's army, to conduct it 
by sea to Engla nd. 

Elizabeth and the Council were excited: England was halt-mad 

with fear. The letter continue.: 

And upon the return of thea. 8eamen to the city, 
there are spread such reports to move the noblemen, 
gentleman, ladles, gentlewoman, and all other vul­
gar persons • • • into a mortal hatred of Span1ard~ 
~ the poor SpanISh prisoners were greatly afraid 
to have been massacred. For that it was published 
and of' many believed, that the Lords ot Spain, that 
"ere in the navy, had made a spee~_al <".v:f.s'"on among 

-----_ .. ---- -- ..... ~ ...... ~-... ,-... ..,...,....,-----------" -'-.---------
65"A Paeke of Spanish Lyse Sent Abroad in the World," Author 
Unlmown, :in.!:h! Harlelanf~1seellanI' 3:388-389. 



themselves; and had detal~:.'l.!ned of sundr~t t1ltt::"Ulars 
or cruel death. both or the N'obUlty and the rest 
of the people. The lad les J Vlomen tmd !'nIJ.1dens ·~":Gro 
a180 destfDad to all v1l1atB1: the rioh merchants 
houses 1n London were put Snto a resister, by their 
very D8lI88 ,and to inorease motte hatred, It._ 
reported ti::.at there WClS a Great n-umbel'" of halters 
brought on t.."le Spanish na va, to 8 tl'angle the vulgar 
~ople; and c&rts1n :!.ror..s STaver;. with mn.l'·d!J, to be 
heated, f'or the markmg of all ohlldren on their 
faces be me undor seven years or age; tl-'t..a. t they ~'1n.y 
be lmO\ftl hereafter t 0 have been children of the c 00-
"'"JI". -,. ... A 'I"H" .f • ., A¥l t16 
\.~ .. -"~ ..... t1'.1 4. ,j).,,"''' t,j ... t... ~iJ... • ' 
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~. 

~~10 ro,;,o! .. t~ \toro ~ur:~:r"':::l:"a, hcrlover J hacauso ¥l~:on :;llzaboth 

sent tho TJOrd A~:ll:~nl to 1.nvest~.go.to" he 

••• cer4;l~ied th::!t t.hey tho Spe.n1.fll'tis 1;,~ero be~'OY1d 
the OroadeB aailing to\"ll1rd the ... t. m very ev~l 
Ctlt!8, having 'M8I".,:r of t..lto!r people dand In those 
parte and 1n great d1atress tor lack of meats 8-110 
also of mariners; a new cOl!.'!rOO.ndment was :: :Ivan to 
dissolve the navy, saymg that which should attend 
on the nuke of Pa~.n; and so the fJOrd Adt:1rnl re­
tUl'ned wIth the Lord Thoma. Hoard, the Lord Henry 
Seymour, fjord Sherfield, S:!r Frame!s Drake # with 
all the captains to ·the Court. G7 

And yet the rumDUN contInued, add1n.g to lll!. Leyenda ~lesra, and 

st1.rrtng up Itlglleh teeling against Spa'n. 

The .ermona or the e lergymen dur 1ng El1aaboth' s re 1sn are 

tl.'1'l.Ol"..g moat powerful factors 111 the instilling of patr1ot1am and 

the engenderIng of enmity tw Spam. They realized, especIally 

men like Barlow, Jones, Rakluyt tllld Abbot, t...'1at D1s1and's dea­

t'ny required expansion 'bo~ond tho seu, and that t1:"'1 ~"ttack 

on Spnin t s colon'.al empIre WAS the answer. Ph 1.111' ,rones J a 

6G "The Cop!.e of a {.ratter sent out or ~gle.nd to Don Bornardino 
Mendoza, Ambassador in i'ranoe for King or Spa:lnG, declaring 
tho state or England, oontrary to the op1nion of' non Bernar­
dino and of all h 18 part laana, Spaniard. and other.", in the 
l!!!'le 1!!} j!iaoell!!Jl:, 1: 180. 

67 
~., 160 .. 



Jreacher trom the aeaport of Bristol, hoped Sir a-aneis Drake 

might b,. "the terror of Antichrist, the comfort ot the Church, 
~' 

the renowne ot our kingdom, and the 1mm.ortallty of his own 

name,· while George Abbot, another clergyman and a geographer 

ot OXford on whom Hakluyt had considerable influence, wrote 

"An Expoaition ot the Prophet Jonas", a aeri.a of thirty ser­

mona on the recalcitrant missionary to Bineveh 1n whioh Abbot 

revealed h.1B bias against Splnleh Catholicism, believing that 

the safety ot England demanded the checking by Protestantism 

ot Spain t s imper1&l expans ion. 68 

Aa rich prizes rolled into the English cotfers, zeal for 

the spread ot Protestant1am and the extermination of Catholi­

cia. grew. ttTo men who .ent to their Bibles for their opin­

iona aa w. go to the newspapers, the Papist. easily became 

Egyptians to be spoiled, Amalekltes to be destroyed. Natural­

ly thi8 creed came comfortable to a :pirate. and yet to doubt 

at leaat 80me Sincerity would be to misunderstand the time •• 

Bishop Zewell informed Elizabeth that to exact reprisals 

from the Spaniards would be pleasing in the 81.ght of God, 

whil. Drake '. Chaplain aolemn1y told him it was lawful to re­

cover hi. 10s888 from the king or Spafn.69 Always, ho •• ver, 

material gain tor the Engli8h went hand 1n hand wIth reli­

gious zeal: as Jlakluyt 8a18, by fortifying bases to threaten 

68Albertus lle1rua. Certa1ne briers and Teall lnstructions, 
quoted 1n Wright, RelisIon and .l§lP ire; :5 :SO '* 

69Jul1an s. Corbett, Drake e 1St. Tudor !!!.I, (London, 1899), 
1:154-55. 
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the west lnd1es and dangers ot popery could be abolished, 

the cruelty of Spanish churchmen in the Hew World could be 
~. 

47 

abated, and the Queen could win the sources of the vast wealth 

tn gold and silver which had previously gone to enrich the 

correra of Spain.70 

7%lchard Hakluyt. Discourse Concerning \'.atern Planting, 
49, 155, 159. 



Chapter III 

ua. and Extension of Anti-Spaniah Propaganda ~. 
in the S1xteenth Centl.U!7 Belles-Lettres of England 

It 18 to the literature that one muat go to trace the 

trend •• to terret out the thought, the policies, the preju­

dice. ot a natIon becauae the poet, the dramatist, the ainger 

can do more than anyone elae to buIld a nation t s glory or tear 

it down, to excite man to patriotl0 endeavor or to revolution. 

It 1. in the later Renaissance lIterature ot England that one 

can read the hatred tor Spain, the jealousy, the greed tor 

Spanish .ealth thateomprlaed 8u<:h an integral part of :Eng­

l1ah thought. Patriotiam flared brIghtly in the ballads, the 

drama; and always that patr10tlam was expressed 1n term. de­

rogatory to Spa!u and CatholIc is. which, 8.8 baa been noted 

earller, were practIcally aynonomoua to the Elizabethan man. 

At times the Ant1-Spaniah Propaganda 1. blatant; at times It 

subtly masquerade. under jlngo1em and adroIt attack. on the 

Papacy. Alwa,.., however, it.i.ldee! a powerful 1nrluence 

over noble and CODD.oner alilte. 

In moment. ot natIonal crlala, singing does much to re-

11eve tenslon, to boost morale. Kllaabethan England knew 

this propaganda technlque, and acoree of ballad leta exhau8ted 

their voCabularies of phrases :mcandeacent wIth hatred of for­

eign toes. !beir ballads described the vIllainy of Spanlards~ 

and "encouraged natIve sons to do battle againat a toe reputed 

to have loaded a shIp with strange whIps and instruments ot 

tortUl'8 to persuade the EnglIsh to return to the popIsh told;" 



\vhl1e for years after the Armada, 11 the glory of the Queen ~ the 

nobilIty of the struggle ot the English against the Spaniard. 
~' 

at sea, the riches of captured prizes" were favorIte them.ea 

that entertained tradesmen on London streets.1 

One of the typical ballads hawked about the streets was 

"Elizabeth Lard Saue," written in 1588 by Richard Tarleton, 
1 

well known jester and mounteband of the times. Stanzas illus-

49 

trative ot the general tenor ot the ballad indicate the lengths 

to which the writers of the l)erlod .... nt 1n order to stir up 

publIc teelIng: 
• • • 

Gods word with .word, and eke bur crown. 
trom foea she doth defend: 

yet pagan pope, yt t 11 thJ sort ot Rome, 
ye devil1 doth legat send 

To apoile ar JUell braue. 
But god wll1 haue nostng ill don: 
he teacheth england how to ahonne, 
and traitors to ye gallows :runne--

Elizabeth lord saue, 
and still det.nd her wIth thy hand, 
her happle dales to pa88 .,.8 sand, 
80 ahall th1s be a blessed land. 

The spanlah 8!)lte, Which made ,.·papiste boast, 
hath done them lit t1tbgood : 

god dealt wIth them as. ktng Pharoes host, 
who were drowned in ,e flood. 

Elizabeth to .aue. 

The lord him selts .th stretched arme 
dld quell ther rage yt sought or ~: 
ther threatenfng brother ,. lord dId charme-­

Eli •• beth 80 braue. 
The lord d 1d quite from t!rant .waye, 
and tra1tors loat ther hoped daye: 

grant all her toes. lord, lIke decays. 

lLouls B. Wright, Middle Class Oulture m Elizabethan England, 
(Chapel Hill, 1935), 422-21. --
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The 8ubtl11 eng!nea yt her foes prepared to 
work or ratall tall, 

are turned to snares Whare.t the, selves are snared, 
Ellzabeth 80 braue. 

A ballad, written by Thomas EllIs, 1n praiae ot Frobisher note.: 

The glittermg fleee that he doth b:r1nge, 
In value suer is more 

Than Jason. was t or Alcyds trute, 
Tiher ot was mad 8 uch 8 tore. 

And cruell monster he doth tame, 
and men of sauage k1nd, 

And aearchethout the 8 ... l11nga .e .. , 
and coutriea straunge doth find 

And brings rom treaeu to his land 
And doth enrich the aame---- 3 

Hundred. of anti-Spanish ballads now lost are recorded in 

lh! Stationer·s Resister, and many extolling the exploits of 

the 8ea dogs, have sunk into oblivion. -4 "'Dick ot Devonshire ft 

was v~ry popular, oondoning every excess on the part ot the 

buccaneers just because they were &lgllsh 

Spain' 8 anger never blew hot eoala indeed 
TIll in Queen Elizabeth fa reign then (ma;r I call him so) 
That glor;r or h1e country and Spabl'a terror, 
That wonder ot the land and the sea's minion, 
Drake, ot eternal memory. harr teet the Ind le •• 

Hombre de Dio., Cartagena, Hispaniola, 
With Cuba and the rest of thoa. tair sisters, 
The Mermaids of the aea., who.. golden 8 t:r ing. 
Gave him .weeteat mUllin, when the,. by Drake 
And hi. brave ginge •• ere ravlahed; when theae red apple. 
Were gathered and brought hither to be pared, 
Then the CastilIan lion began to roar. 

2a'lchard Wl111ama, (8d.). Ballade trOll Manuscripts, (Hertford , 
1873), 8:93. -
S IbId., 283-2. -
'Lou1a B. Wright, Middle Cia •• Oulture 1n Elizabethan :England, 
(Chapel Hill, 1935), 422-423. -



~Yhen on ships 
Oarrying such fire-drake. 1n them that huge 
Spanish galleasses, galleons, hulks and earaeka, 
Being great with gold, in labor with 80me fright, ~. 
Were all delivered of' fine red-cheeked children 
At Plymouth, Portsmouth, and other English havens, 
And only by man-mid wives: had not Spain reason 
To cry out, On I}lablea Ing1esl.5 

51 

"Brave War-like Song," although recounting the valor or 
Richard I and Edward I, has a stanza near the end whIch shows 

how balladists, with their fingers on the popular pulse, and 

their cognizance of the power ot eong, used sea-dog allusions 

treely_ These allUSions, although they are not !!l! Leyenda 

Negra, accl1mated the people for it and cannot be i.gnored in 

a study or it. 

Cumberland and Es.ex, 
Norris and brave Drake 

I'th ralgne of Queen Elizabeth 
did many battlea make. 

Adventuroua Martin Frobisher, 
Wlth Hawkins and aome !nore, 

From sea did bring great ricgea 
1m to our English shore. 

It 18 interesting to note that even 1n Edmund Spenser's 

great metrical allegory, !h!. Faerie Queene, the legend abides. 

The story or Samient introduces the attempts of PhIlip to 

undermine the power ot Elizabeth. She (ElIzabeth) renresents 

Ireland, and serves Merc!lla, who repre.sente g""ntlenes8 and 

mercy ••• Mercilla 1s in danger from the mechanizations ot 

a mighty man 

5Fe11.x Schelling, Foreign Influences in ElIzabethan Plays, (I'ew 
York, 1923), 110-lfl. --

6Wr1ght, Middle Class Culture .!!! Elizabethan England, 422. 



That wIth tell despight and deadly hate 
Seek. to subvert her crown. and dignity, 
And all his power doth thereupon apply. 

• • • 
We him autflceth all the wrongs and 111 
Whi.eh he unter her people does each day~ 
But that he seeks by trayoua tra1nee to spill 
Her per.on, and her sacred self. to slay: 
That, 0 ya Heavens, defend' and turn away 
From her unto the miscreant himself: 
That neither hate religion nor fay, 
But makes his God of his lmgodly pel.fe 

~ . 

And idols serves: 10 let hi. Idola serve the Elfe. 
(Stanzas 19, 20 Canto 8 Book 5) 

• • 

52 

Throughout this Canto la a pic ture of Philip, secretly 

plotting against .England, trusting 1n hla riches. There are 

a11us1.onl to the vast stores of gold secured from the Ameri­

can voyages J allus ions to his n idolatry" • The Saracens sent 

to destroy Samlent represent the Spanish expeditions designed 

to wrest Ireland from England, one ot which Grey destroyed at 

Sroer.1ok. The triumph of Arthur over the Soldan 1. a proph­

ecy of the end of Philip.? Another allegory haa been traced 

in the Faerie Queen, Book IV. 

Br1tomart 1. rated to overthrow the new AohIlles, 
r~lnell. These parallels indicate that the tall 
ot Marinell corresponds to the death of Turnu8 in 
hIstorical signifIcance, and represents the turning 
point ot the war which was to establish the British 
EmpIre as the seoond Rome, the third Troy. The 
Achill •• ot Spenser'. Troy was the seapower of Sna1n, 
guardian of the •• alth or the Indies (the Rich Strond) 
Britomart'. vIctory over Marinell sy:mbolAses the pas-
8age of sea-power from Spain to Ensland. 

7Edwin Greenlaw, Studiea 1n Spenser's Historical Allegory, (Bal­
timore, 1932), 143-144. --
SIsabel Rathbone, -'!'be Political Allegory of Flor1mell-Marmell 
Story," English L1terarz History, 12(0.0. 1945): 280-281. 
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It 1s in the drama, more than :In any other literary type, 

that ~ Leyenda Negra resides. A tract printed abroa.d in 
~. 

1592 states: "And therefore as an introduction here-unto, to 

make htm {the Ktng of Spain) odious unto the people, certain 

players were suffered to scoffe and jest at upon their common 

stage.; and the like was used in the contempt of his religion 

••• "9 One of the most v:7.trlo11c satIres of the period was 

1\~ldas written by John Lyly, Ii re-applloatlon of Ovid's Meta.­

morphoses. The story can be briefly summarized. 

Bacchus, in return for the hospitalIty of Midas, 
King ot Phrlg1a, ofters to grant him anything he 
may de8ire. Eristur advises htM to ask his mistress; 
Mart1ua, the sovereignty ot the world; but Midas 
preter. the advice of a third counoillor, Mellae­
rite. and asks that his touch may turn everything 
into gold. A brief exercise of this power, which 
pperatea on his food, wine, raiment, the god's advioe 
he bathe. in the Pac tolus, and transfers to ita wa­
ters the ratal gift. A mood ot sullen d1acountent 
follow.. As he 1& hunting in a wood on Mount Tmalue 
he comea upon the Gods Pan and Appol10 about to en­
gage in a musical competition, of which the Nymphs 
are to be the umpires. Associated with them in this 
function, Midas decides for Pan, and his erass judg­
ment is punished by Apollo with asses t ears. For a 
time he contrives to conceal them beneath a tiara; 
but the Nymphs have spread the new. at this disgrace, 
and the worda 'MIdas the king hath asses' ears J' 
spoken by shepherds, are reproduced by 80me reeds 
as they wave in the wind. This prodigy is reported 
to the king by his discreet and &ff'actionate daugh­
ter Sophronia, by whose advice he aeeks Apollots 
oracle at DelphI. There on his acknowledgement of 
folly and profession of repentance the eurse is re­
moved, and he returns to Phrygla yowing to relin­
quish those designs of oonquest, espeoially against 
the heroic Islanders ot Leaboa, hi. ill-suocess in 
which haa supplied the undercurrent ot his thoughts 
throughout the play. 

9 itA Declaration of the True Causes of the Gre2t Troubles Supposed to be 
Intended Ag::dnst the Realms of Engl~md, II quoted in '~Varwick R. Bond, (ed.), 
The Complete Works of John Lyly, (Oxford, 1802), 2:111. 
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Comic relief 1s Bought in the relations be­
tween aome Courtpages and the royal bax-ber r&otto, 
who. robbed by them of the golden beard he haa cut 
from Midas' ohin, recovers it by curing Petulus fa ~. 
toothache; but is afterwards entrappe. into treason­
able utterance of the secret ot the assea' ears, and 
compelled to surrender the beard as the price of 
their s11ence. 10 

Lyly added a few oomio elements, namely the Pages, P1.penetta 

and the Huntsman, and the contest between the pages and barber 

for the possesaion of the golden beard. He added, too, the 

charaoter. of Sophronia and her ladies and the three council­

lors and credited Midas with L"nbltioUB designs on Lesbo. to 

represent the Armada. The play was intended aa a satire on 

PhIl!.p, 80 Lyly used the gift of changing everything Into gold 

to symbolize the mines of South America. Halpin in Oberon r s 

Vision (Shakespeare Soo. 1843, p. 104) gives the following 

key to the allegory: 

Midaa, kmg of Phrtgia ••• Philip of Spain 
Isles north of .Phrygia ••• British Isles 
Leabo8 ••••••••••••••••••• England 
Getulia, Lye aonia, Sola, 

etc. ................. Portugal, tho Nether­
lands and other 
oountries tyrannized 
over by Philip 

Baechus •••••••••••••••••• the Genius of the 
Indies 

The Golden J3ift •••••••••• influx of prec1.ous 
metals into Spain 

Pactolua (wIth golden 
sanda) ••.••••••••••• The Tagus 

The contest of music ••••• controversy over 
the reformation 

lOwer..,1ok R. Bond, (ed.), 1!!! Complete Works E.! l.2!1S ~t 
( Oxford, 1802), 3: -107 e' 



Pann (Catholio) ••••••••• 
Apollo ••••••••••••••••.• 

Syrinx 

Daphne 

........... , .... " ... 
• 'JJ ••••• ., .... ., •••••• 

Motte (who betray8 the 

Papal Supremacy 
Protestant 
Sovereignty 
the Roman Catho­
lic Faith 
the Protestant 
Faith 

ears of Midas •••• Anthonl0 Perez t 
Philip' Secretary, 
banished for be­

Sophronia (daughter and 
suocessor of Midas) .• 

Ma.rtlua ." ................ . 

The golden beard •.•••... 

traying secrets 

Ieabella, Philip's 
daughter to whom, 
on her marry mg the 
Archduke Albert, he 
resigned the sov­
ere 19n ty of the 
Netherlands 
The Dukes of rfed ina 
Sidonia and D'AlvQ! 
and Ruy Gomez de 
Libra. Ls ie] 
the order of the 
Golden Fleeoe. 
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Bond points out that Halpin probably carries the allegory 

too far, especially since we may note that Philip's decision 

for Catholioism instead of Protestantism can hardly be repre-

.ented a8 a secret that he conceals; but there can be little 

doubt about the IdentifIcation of Marti.us, whose "colmcill 

hath shed as mueh blood a8 would make another sea" with the 

pitiless Alva. The play abounds with allusions to ~hi.l1'Pf. 

oovetousness t treachery and tyranny and to current events, 

such a8 the bloodshed in the Netherlands, the defeat of the 

Armada, the expedItion of Drake and Borreys, and other •. 11 

the ean note the adroit use of ant I-Spanish propaganda in Mi­

das' lines .in Act I Scene I a8 he speaks to his lords: 

11 
Ibid. j 109-111. 



c o;~, m::; f..fords, ! w 11 VI Ith golde paua rtfS 
Court, and cleck wIth gold. rrq t~eta, the •• 
pretty 11ands near to Phrygla ahal totter, w1d 
other k hlgdoma be tU1'ned topsie turu1e.. • · 

. (11. 110-113) 

~. 

Again ~ Act 3 S08ne I his soliloquy teel1l$ with !h! LeYenda 

negra: 

• • • Miserable r,!ydaa J as vnadu1sed hl thy wIsh I 
as in thy SUOC&8S8 vnfortunat. 0 vnquenohable 
thirst of gold, Wl11ch turneth mena heads to load, 
and makeat them bl1nde 1n vee. I that did pos-
8e8.e mynas of golds. coulde not bee contented till 
'1'I1.Y D.lYflde were also a !!ll1\8. Could not the treasure 
otPhrygia, nor the tribute. ot Greeno., nor mouo­
taina in the East 9 whoa. gut. are gold, aatier:'-e 
thy ndnde with golde? AmbItion eateth gold., and 
dr!nketh bloode; cllrneth 80 high b7 other n:ene 
heads, that ahe breaketh her owne neco. Vi"nat 
should I doo ,,1 th a world ot ground, whose bod Ie 
muat be oontent w1th •• uen toote ot earth? Or why 
d14 I couet to get so many o~., hau1ng my 
selt. but one head '7 Those that tooke smal veasela 
at the sea t I accol'll'Pted Pyrates; an r:ry selte that 
suppressed whole Fleetes, a Conqueror: as though 
robber l&8 01.' Mydas might muque vnder the namtJ8 of 
trluurpha. and tho traffic oJ: other Nat10na bee 
oalled treaoherle. [Lyly was 1Il'1t1ng w~,th en eye 
to Elizabeth a.nd her saa dogs.J Thou has pa!npered 
vp thy selre wl t'h slaughter as Diomede dId hi. 
hor.e wIth blood; 80 vneatiable thy thirst, 80 
heau1e thy sword. Two bookea haue I alWC.138 oar .. 
%'104 m m:I bo.ana, oalling them the da&~, and 
the nord; m. 1ih.1oh tho nam&8 or ell Prl~...eea, !fo ... 
bleman and Gentlemen were dedIcated to slaughter, 
or if' not (whlch worse 18) to slauer 10. 0 m.y 
rA>rda, dum ! oa11 to mind my cruel ties :in Ly­
ca.on1a [the netherln..11.d.J, m:y v.U%'p~ m Got·u1ia 
(PortugalJray oppross:ton hl Sola [the otOOI' 

lends over wh1eh !'h111p ruled] then do ! f'nde 
neither mercies 1n nry oonquests, nor colour tor 
'l'ff1' warrea, nor measure !n my taxea. I hau8 wri.t­
ten rtI'J lawes !n blood. and made m:I Gods of golde; 
I haue caused the mot.here wombe8 to bee thetr 
chUdrens tombes. cradles to aw1nme 111 blood like 
boate. I and the temples ot the Goda a 8 taw.. fbJt 
strumpets. H&ue I not made the: .ea to groans m­
dar the nUl'l'lber of :tJ.Y' shlpe: and haue they not 
per 1ahed, the. t there Vias not lart two to make a 

5S 



numbe!'? [The Span1ah ArmadaJ Haw. I not thrust 
'tttI eubjects mto a Camp, 11k. oxen mto a cart; 
whom hau1ng mad. alaue. bY' vnuet warrea, I v.. now 
• a alaue. tor all warea? Haue I not ent1aed the 
subjects ot rrt1 ne1gb.bor Princ •• to d.stroy their 
natural KSnga? Like WOOl'DlH that coneume the wood 
in which they were ms.nder.el? 'l'o What kmgdome 
haue not I pretended clayme? a. though I had been 
by the Gode oreated herre appat'ent to the world J 

making aurie t:r1rle a title, and all the terri­
tor! •• about me, yz'&ltoura to me. W'hy did I wish 
that all mlsh.t bee golde 1 touche.. but that I 
thought all mena hearts would be. touched w1 th 
golde, that what pol to 18. could not comptUIse, nor 
prowes., golde m1ght haue coaoanded, and conquered? 
A br1dge ot gold. did I mean to make tn that Is­
land where my nau1e could not _lee a breaoh. Tho.. lland.. d1d I long to touch, that ! might 
turne them to gold, and rrt1 •• 1r. to glorie.But 
vnhapple MJd.aa. who by the .ame _mea per18heth 
h.eU, that he thought to conquer others: be­
~ now beoome a shame to the world, a acorne to 
that Utl. P.r1noe _ and to thy .elte a consump­
tion. 
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Tbua does Lyl,. embody m Mldu, 1589, the national sena. of 

triumph over the aggr .. aIon ot Philip ot Spain and the Ehgllab 

hatred of all thinge Span1ah. 

AUua1ona. brtet but definite, have been found to :Jl! 

Leanda Neva 111 the thNe major pla,. or Chrlatopher Marlo ••• 

rn Doctor Fauatua, Faust bags Meph1etophole. to help h1m. If 

he does be f 11 

• • • levy aoldlera 
And chase the Pr1nce ot Parma trom our land 
And re 19n 8018 kmg of aU our provinc.. • • • 18 

Rl.mJe pomta out that 

it has been so trequently asserted as to pu. aL"l'lO.t 
as an artIcle ot ralth that Marlowe'. Barabbu in 

12 1l!.!!., 111. 

l.3ti ... lton Spencer, El1zabethan PlaB (Boaton, 1933), 43-44. 



"The Jew ot Malta" 1t not hI. "Doctor Faustus" was 
a direot repruentatlon ot the tamou. Portuguese 
Jew Court Physic!an, Dr. Lope. • • • when the ft Jew 
ot Malta" ... written. Lopes .. in hlgh favor at 
coaPt, and although doubtl ••• hi. medical rivals 
and others looked aakane. at h1m as a po18oner, It 
would not have been aat. tor e:n:t plQWrlght to 
hola h1m up too pla.mly to public execration upon 
the London atage .14 
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Rowever, others .tate that the oharacter Barabbaa was supposed 

to repr ... nt the Protestant 1dea ot PhIlip of Spa~, and Abi-

gall ... aald to be Philip'. da~terf la.belle ot Valo18.15 

In Tamburla1ne one cannot taU to note the linea: 

I wIll oonfute the •• blind geographers., 
t.t'hat make a triple region ot the world 
Eltclud1ng regions 1I11oh I _an to trace 
And with thl. -Perl reduce them to a map. 

(Part I. Scene lV) 

Here Marlowe 18 attaokSng the Spaniar4 and. the Pope, and 18 

count1ng on roar. ot approval trOll hie audience: every English­

man kn .. that Whatever land an Engliah aeaman might disoover. 

the Span1ard or Portuguese bad a prior claim thereto, backed 

by Papal sanction. "'l'he dlplomat.s ot Spam, POl'tugal and the 

Vatioan are the 'bl.!nd g8ogn.phera' who made a triple region 

m the world when, June 7, 1'97, ther aigned the Treaty of 

Tord.8i11aa.rtl.6 Scudder conclude. b1 empha81aing the tact that 

"rio Briton of Spirit could fa11 to respond to a Tamburlaine 

who propoeed to re.dr.w such map. with a sword.,,17 

l'!Aart1n RUle, "Span1ah Influence. in Engliah Literature," 
~aot'il90r ~ .RB,.l Society 5?! lb! United KlnsdOlJl, 
( on, ;:rOT"29 : • 

1&Eleanor G. Clark, Ra1e~ and MarlOB4 A N~l o~ Eliaabethan 
Pauat1!p, (Fordham tiilvera ty-!Sr.8a, 11' 2-;-49. 
16'fIarold Scudder, tt An Allusion 1n Tamburla!ne f n London 1'1me. 
L1terarl Supplement, No. 1692, (Karch 2. 1933) :141. 

17 Ibid. , 147. 
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It 1a tnteresting to note that the only allusion to lb! 
Leland. Negra 1n Ben Jonson '8 sixteenth century playa Is eon-

~. 

talned 1n Every !!m .m !!!!. Humour, (Act III, Scene I) J and 

that merely refers to Drake 'e Golden Hind. The plays of 

Shakespeare, however, are 8ubtly attuned to the public temper 

and 1n a number or the earlier plays adroit and tImely hand-

11ng or patriotism, nationalism, and \lest Indian references 

helped tan national tervor, while the very preva1enee or chron­

icle playa and h1storical drama. among Shakespeare!s plays can 

be attrIbuted to this natlonalism. IS !he speech of the dying 

John of Gaunt m the Play, Richard li, (Act II, Scene I), 1s 

imbued wIth this 8pirlt. 

The date ot Shakespeare'. ~ ~ may account for the 

fervId nationalIsm which pervades every.cene and inspires 

the utterances ot the dramat1a personae, produced as it was 

eight years after the destruction ot the Spanish Armada when 

all Englishmen .ere still thrIlling wIth hatred ~or the for­

eigner and nre bOlmd to each other b7 tIes of religioWl pa­

trlotlam.19 The dIalogue between Pandulph, papal legate, and 

King John m.ust have been "lIke sweet honey to the Virgin 

Queen, Elizabeth, to whom undoubtedly Shakespeare paid hi. 

court 1n writing them,· tor she had been thPough exaetly such 

a papal struggle as was now to ro1low 1n the oae. of King John. 

lBaeverly E. Warner, English Bi.tory l!! Shakespeare's Plays, 
(New York, 18.99) J 6. 
19 Ibid., 19. -
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She felt the "supreme headahlp" of the Ohurch as keenly as any 

one who preceded or followed her, and It was largely through 
~. 

her personalIty which epItomized the thought and the feeling 

of the day, that England was an armed camp of religious and pa­

triotic aold1era;20 alwa18, as has been noted, the Papacy and 

Spain were linked in English minda. Thus, many of the speeches 

of Ktng John are dIrected against the Papacy and, indirectly, 

agamet Spain, condItioning the audIence for the aooeptance of 

!h! Leyenda. Negra. In Aot IV, Scene VII, when K3ns John boast­

tully exclaims 

'l'hua England never dld, and never ahall 
Lle.t the proud toot ot a conqueror, 
But When it t1rat dId help to wound Itself. 
Ho. the.e her prince. are come home again, 
Come the three corner. of the world 1.n arms, 
And we ahall shock them. Haught shall make 

ua rue, 
Ir England to lta.lr do re.t but true. 

Shakespeare, as a true Engll8hman, was tlinging a challenge at 

Spain. 

Spa.n1ah persemagea, ot cour.e, are scattered up and down 

the page. ot the Elizabethan drama, and tor the moat part are 

car1catures and drawn with an tm.t'r1endly pen. Don Armado ot 

Love's Labor'. !e!! 18 Shakespeare f8 outstanding burlesque ot 

the Spani8h braggart,21 a type figure ot Italian comedy and a 

phenomenon or ElIzabethan England. Because the "S]Il nish na­

tion loomed gigantIc in the world or politics, finance, arms, 

20Ib1d., 36. -
21SChell1ng, Fore1ep Influences .!!! Elizabethan Playa, 116. 
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literature, and the drama, dwarfing all other nations by its 

gr •• tn •• a, though. that greatness waa rapidly totter~.ngf th, 
oharacter ot ita people, refleoting their national predomi­

nance and pride J was otten represented • .. • boastful.. I ovor­

bearSng and PF88umptUOUS.22 '!'he Span1ah braggart :tirat grew 

to oomic stature 1n popular Ita11an comedy- In Italy it was 

inevitable that the boastful soldIer ot Plautus and Terenoe 

should be a Spanard beoause during moat ot the s1xteanth cen­

tury, parts of Italy were occupIed by the Spanish &rI!'!Y- Natu­

rally the native populatIon hated the 8oldiers. 80 dramatIsts 

employed the age-old etase ~igure na a means of satirIzing 

the deteeted Spaniard, converting the Latm brageart into a 

Spani8h swashbuckler I abaU1."dly haught7 and oeremonloua and a 

maater ot grandl1oquence.2S From Italian drama It .. but a 

atep to Engl1ah 1mltat 101'1. 

Ever., writer of stand1ng 1n the HenaUsAnce ere. produced 

his colleot1on ot eplgranmat1c 8-, either drawn trom h1a 

work 0l"8teadl1y complled; the pol1ah!Dg ot thea. gems of wla­

dom !n the form ot proverba, apothes-. or .entences 'for the 

1natl'uotlon or aOl'l8or friend ..... a f'avorlte lIterary occu­

pation. At t1nwa the practioe went to rld1ouloua lengtha. 

The tamoua Antonio Perez "gave power1'ul 1mJ>etua to thla ten-

22Mart!n Il'u;Da, "Spanish Influenoes in Engliah Literature", 24. 
23 

Oscar J. Oampbell, Shakeapoare f s Satire, (llow York, 1943), 
37-38. 



dency ot sententious proverbial expression in English let­

tera • • • outdotng Lyly himself in the affected obscurity 
~. 
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and pompous allusivene8s which was taahlonable in Elizabeth fa 

court."24 

Shakespeare t. lines abound 1n clever hits at both 
the • • • pompOU8 alliteration and alluaiveness of 
Perez in the speeches of FalstafE, when in the roys­
taring frolio at tThe Boar's Head' he represents 
the King and oonsiders it nece.sary to use the court 
language 1n the first part ot ~ IV. It iabur­
le.quad again more broadly atilIl:Ii the charaoters 
or the two pedants in Love '. Laborts Lost, and 
Armado of the same play, and In £h. oonversation be­
tween Osric and Hamlet; whIlst the admonition of 
youth by means of' sage maxims I whloh wore p1U'*oly of 
Span1ah origin, ie 1mmortallzed 1.n Polonlus .25 

Antonio Perez had been Secretary ot State to Philip II of' Spain 

and. his moat lruated friend. When hatred rose between the two 

men, Antonio Perez devoted his lIre to blackening Philip's rep­

utation and serving hi. enemies 1n ~ance and England. A man 

of vast ability and inordinate vanity I he was welcomed by the 

FArl or Essex and the Bacons. Subtle, witty, malicious, he 

betrayed everybody who trusted him. Though he was foared by 

the court, he was an object ot rIdicule because of' hi. postur­

ing. and gesturing.; he was over-dressed, extravagant, in­

flated in apeech. 26 

In Love's Labor's Lost, Biron precipitates a description 

of Perez when he aska if there 18 an,. recrea.tion at court. '!'he 

24Hume, "SpanIsh Infiuences in English Literature", 14. 
25 
~., 14. 

26 Ibid., 27-30. 



King an.nera: 

Ay. that there la. OUr court, you know, i8 haunted ~. 
With a refined traveler of Spa1n: 

A man in all the world's new fashions planted. 
That hath a mint or phJ:*aaea 1n his brain; 

One whom the mus 10 of hIe own va1n tongue 
Doth ravish like enchant!ng ha.ru.lon.7; 

A man 01.' oomplements, mom right and wrong 
Have oho •• as umpire of their mutiny: 

This child or farlOY that Armado hlght 
For blter!m in our stud! •• ahall rolate 

In high bom ViOl~ds the worth or mI1ll'1 a knight 
~m tawny Spain lost in the world'. debate. 

How you del1gh t, rrI9' lords, I know not t I: 
But I protest, I love to hear h!m 110 
And I wIll use him far r.rs:r m.1natrelay. 

(Aot I, SCene II) 

Later Boyet says: 

Th1a Armado 18 a Spaniard f that keeps bere in court: 
It. phnn:tas 1me, a Uonaroho. and one that makes apox-t 
To the 'Pzt!nee and h1a b001cmatea. 

(Aot IV, Scene I) 
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The climax of the sattre on tho Span1a!'d 18 achieved when Hol­

oreme. au tea : 

Nov1 hom1nem tanquam te: hla humor 1. lotty, hie 
disoourse peremptory, hls tongue flied J his eye 
ODbltloua, hie galt majost1oal and h1s general 
behavIour vam, ridiculous, and traaonlcal.. He 
18 too picked, too spruce, too at.teoted, too odd, 
as 1 t were, too peresr!.nate • • • 

(Act V, SCene I) 

The use of the word ft])Gr'&g1nate" 18 mean1ng].e8s unless one 

real1zes that Peres fS favor1te pseudonym was "Peregr1nott n:rean­

jng p11Si£1m. He 8 !gned hIs letters wIth that name and even 

wrote a book under it. 1'he word "OO4"a180 waa 81gn1.floant. 

Standen. one of the Bacon-Ellsex seeretarlea. wrote of Perez: 

"Surely he 1. f a8 we may say, an odd rsn, and hath n .full 
. -

eight everJWhere. ,,27 

27 Ib1d., 33. -
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frllO c'h.e.racters of' Bobad11. Captain ':rucca, and fJlOient 

Pistol have also been set forth as aerlcatures of tho Span.,. 
~ 

lards.2S Anc ient or Ells 19n Pistol, !xl part 1culsr, n the swag-

gering soldier who had pic.ked, up Spanish expletIves 'I is evi­

dently a burlesq:ue upon t..'ho boa8tful captain of the erand l­

ose Spanish drmna,08tontnt1oua, presl.Illptuous and grnndilo-

Quent, that 80 r,1m'lY Engl~,8hmen had met upon the f:told~> or 
Flandotta 9..'ld elsO'"vhere • • • and made a 0 award a.a well as a 

l'adamont. ,,29 

The writing or TItus AndrpaloH,l has boen attributed to 

tho mnssac:re 1n Antwer~) mom to hI.tory QtJ The Spml1ah Fut7 

of Nov. 4, 1576. Eva Turner Clarke, one o~ the foremost ad­

vocatea ot the theorrJ that the F..arl ot Oxford, F13.word de Vere, 

wr-ote'the playa of Sbnkear>oare, 1nelsts that nbl writing 

T1tua Andromlcua the Earl ot Oxford tor the f1l'st time under­

took to aerve h1a Queen and his countr,. by mesns of the drama," 

depicting "the horrors of the Spe.n1sh FurY. eomm1tted by Span­

ish Catholios, in the kUl1ng or the .ons or AndromicU8,. It 

She believes that by suggesting other atrocities on the stage, 

the pl&JWr1ght was pointing out other dangers to ccotemporarl 

Englishmen. The character or Sattrn!nus she 1dent1tl.a wIth 

:?hillp of Spain. 30 

08 
It.i Shelling, Pore1sQ !'pfluencea .m El1aabp~ Plays, 116. 

29Hume ,nspanlah liltluoncea !n Pbg11ah I·~.+;.rature,ft 95. 
30 
.. ~ Turner Clarke, Hidden Allusions In Shakespeare's PlaY!, 

4'4ew York, 1931), 45-50. 
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It 1s Interesting to note that IS! Harleian Miscellany 

contains a report of an attempted polson1ng of Elizabeth by 
~. 

Philip II, a report which, when it was published in 1594 c11-

maxed English hatred for Spain, and which gives a new slant 

on one of Shakespeare's most ra8c1nat~ characters. 

For he (Philip) did it by offering (through hj.8 
tools or agents) Dr. Roder1e Lopea, her majesty's 
physician, 50,000 crowns to poison her, but the 
money being delayed, and the matter detected, by 
one of her privy eouncellora, Dr. Lopez, and hls 
accomplices, Stephen Ferara and Manuel Lewis, were J 

after due trial and conviction executed. 31 

A modern authority in analyzing this episode on Shakes­

peare states 

The Merchant of Venice was written when all England 
iii shook.d a~thls acoueatlon that had brought 
Lopes to the gallows. The man who had (so it was 
untruly said) conspired with the national enemy, 
Spatn, to poison his benefactress the Queen, and 
had appealed to Chri.t upon the gallo.. to prove 
his 1l'Ulocence, was beyond pity; and I have no doubt 
that the actor who first repre8ented the Plrt dId 
manage to suggest to hi. audience the person ot the 
unhappy Jew Lopez. That Shakespeare h1maelf in­
tended to suggest lome resemblanoe between his typ­
ical Hebrew usurer and the man whom all England 
hated is more than probable. The name of Lopez 
suggests wolf, and wolf 1s again and again applied 
go Shylock as a characteristic term. The galbws, 
too J 1a frequently mentioned in connectIon with 
hi. fate, though Shylock 1n the play is or course 
allowed to go free; and Lopez' 8 sanctimonious ex­
pression during his trial and execution would 8eem 
to 8uggest Antonio'. worda of Shylock, nThe devill 
can cite Soripture for his purpo8e~2 

31nA 'l':rue Report of Sundry Horrible Conapirae ies, ot lata time 
daten ted to have, by barbarous murders, taken away the life of 
the Queen 'a moat excelled majestle, mom Almighty God hath m.ir­
aculously conserved, against the treacheries of her rabellae, 
and the violence of her most puissant enemies", in the .!!!£­
lelan Misoellany, 10:370-71 
32 

HUJn.6 t "Spanish Influences in English Literature", .~. 
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Certainly Shakespeare 'a allusions to the Indies were premedi­

tated. A further example, veiled but defl1n1te, of Shakes-~ 

pears 'a use or anti-Span1sh haughtiness and propaganda, can 
• 

be noted 1n The Merohant of Venice. The prIde of the hated - -
Spaniard 1s alluded to in the casket choos 1ng scene \¥hen the 

Prince of Aragon selects the silver one because he will not 

j~~ with the common spirit. 

In Merry Wives !?! \V1ndsor , Falstaff, referring to his in-

trigues with Mistress Ford and Mistress Page, exclaims: 

Herefs another letter to her; she bears the purse, 
too; ahe is a region in Guinea, all gold and bounty. 
I wl1l be cheater to them both, and they shall be 
exchequers to me; and they shall be my East and West 
Ind ies , end I w ill trade them both. 

(Act I, Scene IV) 

In Comedy £! Errors, Uromic of Syracuse, describing Nell, 

malate he could "find out countrIes 1n her," saying he could 

f1nd SpaIn in the heat of her breath. When Antlpholls aaks 

wherlt in her body he eould find the IndIes, he an.wers: 

Oh, sir, upon her nose, all o'er embellished with 
rubies, carbuncles, sapphires, decl1ning their 
rich aspect to the hot breath of SpaIn; who sent 
whole armadoes of oaraeks to be ballast at her 
nosc. 

Peele' •• E.d.w.ar.d_ l, printed In 1593, Is another example of 

the exultant nationalism rampant in England after the deteat 

of the Armada. To such a pitch does this spirit carry Peele 

that he presents Elinor of Castile as a cruel and e.dul teroUB 

Spanlard,33 thereby outrageously transforming a charitable 

ruld estimable queen into a monster of craft and wickednes8, 

33 Thornas M. Parrott, Shakespenrean Comedy, ff..Tew York, 1949),70. 



and giving literature an unjust pervert.ion or h1stor1cal 

truth.M 
~. 

Robert Green, alao a poet and draaat1.t of the era, re­

late. m ~ Sp!rtlah f4aaguerade, publ1a~d bl 1589, how he 

"d1.acO'V'ered h!a conscience !n religion !n Fhgland 'a confliot 

with Antl-Chrl.t and her triumph over the Armada." Here he 

d1aoovera "effectuall!., 1n certa1ne breer. Sentences and 

Kottoe., the pride and 1naolenae 01" the SpanIsh estate ••• 

whereunto by the Author, tor the better under,tanding of his 

device, 18 added a weer. gloa.e. 11 t.rhe work 18 un1n8p!red ~ 

Greene had. probably p1cked up en anti-Catholic tract and 

translated It. 'l'he 000 .. 100 .... 0 ripe that an.,. pamphlet 

wIth Span1eh on Ita title page would fSnd a ready l1l8J'ket. 35 

Among loat P1a18 _ntloned br Hen,lowe 1n hia dIary, 

6'1 

two plara are noted a8 clearly UDh1ator1cal historical playa, 

calculated to pi.... an Eng11ah crowd who.. appetite tor sto­

rle. ot English valor abroad craved more eXAll'1t'lea than even 

the der •• t ot the Span1ah Arsda oould attord them: Th' 

E£l s! Olo.teE t and .b. Congue,t .2t Spam .l!Z l2b!! .2! Gaunt· 36 

'!'hue did the Elisabethan pla,..r1ghta "be.nlS.reh both France 

and Spam. '.!'he ahUltnga or the groundl!nga rolled :!n !lOre 

merl"U,. to 8uch tun ... 37 

M 
Schel1!Dg, Pontsn Ip.f1ueno •• .m El1!abethan Plays. 113. 

35Quote4 1n John Clark Jordan, Robert Gre!N!, (He. York. 
1915), sa. 
36 l!!!! •• 53. 

37 George Brand •• t Wl11 t. Sbektapaart, (N.. York, 192'7), 158. 
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The lIterature or an age Is a1_.78 an fndex of the times. 

The subtle dIsseminatIon or propaganda via the song, the poem, 
~. 

the drama was a technIque the Elizabethan dramatist and bal­

ladlet was not .1ow in learnmg. From the belles lettres of 

the age, it 18 not dlffioult to conclude a determinatIon on 

the part of England to let nothing stand in the way or empire 

and ot dom.lnatlon over Spain and Rome. '!'he condItIoning or 
the people by blatant jingoism and attacks on Rome and the 

fostering or anti-Spanish prejudice b,. means or !h! Lelenda 

Nesra were all part of the campaign. How well thAt campaign 

progressed can be seen by the tact that !b!. Leland. Negra 

endure. till the pre.ent day. 



Ohapter IV 
~. 

Conclusion 

The purpose ot this thesis has not been to refute ~ 

Leyend. Negra, but to present a panorama ot the sixteenth cen­

tury wIth emphasis on the polItical, religious, colonial, and 

commercial situation as all four were atteoted by Spain's 

domination ot Europe and the Nest Indies. All four })o1nts 

were stressed .a causes of hatred tor Spain, with partioular 

emphasis on the commeroial aspect as Spanish control over the 

West Indies was an obstacle to England t • imperial polioy_ 

Spain and Catholicism were synonomoU8--8o If protestant 

England was to destroy the power of Catholic Spatn, she must 

attack the Church, aa well as the nation. What better tool 

than the Brevi.sima of Bartholome de las Casas! Th.erefore, 

it was necessary to treat Bartholome de la8 Casas, in detail 

with emphasis on his work which was to serve as England'. 

greateat excuse tor her offensive against Spanish trade and 

commerce, for her piraoy on the high aea8, for her raids in 

the Indie.. With the welfare of the Indians 80 much at heart, 

Las Casas eloquently and dramatically had pictured the abuses 

they were forced to endure. Although England was not oon­

cerned with the welfare of the IndIans, and dId not intend to 

Intervene to halt the abuses they were forced to suffer, she 

pounced on the bloody horrors, the slavery, the rapacity of 

the CatholIc Spaniards .a pictured by Las Caaas; she avidly 

seized upon his exaggerations, reprinting the more horrible 



pusagea of lbft. Breyl.a1ma, to atlr the Engliah to crusadIng 

zeal and patriotic plunder, even mlatranalatmg some portl9f1S 

to serve thls end. 

The use and extension of the legend whioh grew out of 

lll! Brevl.,1ma. formed the major part of thia theaia. The 

:&lglish wr~ tera ot the times _de no etton to distill the 

truth trom Laa Casas J Brevl.aima but :rather uasd and ex­

tended It to aerve their purpose. The later RenaissMce 

literature ot England, permeated .1th sometimes subtle, 

sometimes blatant anti-Spanish propaganda, 1. an index or 
the popular temper. Greed, 3ealo\187, relIgious tervor and 

patriotism are wovon into Shak.aJ)8ar8'., Lyly' s and Peele's 

dramas and Spenser's P8erl! Queen. 

The chronIcle., the ballads and the •• rmons a180 gIve 

L"JlPle evidence that Elizabethan Engl1ahmen understood the 

power of the pen. They :realIzed that the buccaneer1ng ex­

ploits or the aea dogs aga1nst Spain had to be explained and 

exonerated. There w .. no better way of' doing 80 than to 

quote trom the record or Spanish misdeeds as written by a 

Roman Catholic B1ahop--himeelf a Spantard. 

England had no greater Apostle or Emptre than Richard 

HaklU7t. It was nec ••• ary to expatiate on Hakluyt beoause in 

hls Disoourse Coneernhlg ~N!,torn Plant1ng, he dwelt on the 

CttUelt188 or Spain toward the Indiana In hI. efforts to pro­

~ote EnglIsh oolonization and conquest. 
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It 1s true that history oannot extenuate Spanish 

cruelty toward the Indians nor deny the truth of it. How-
~. 

ever, the price of exploitation of the weak by the strong has 

always been suffering, hatred, blood and brutalIty. It was 

not new 1n -the sixteenth oentury. Certainly it is not rare 

in the tw~ntieth. Distance has alwa11 hampered the most en­

lIghtened colonial measures; human greed .. 111 always try to 

by-pass just and wlse laws. Spanlsh conquistadors were no 

exception, but IndO-China, Guinea Coast, the Congo and the 

United States could all furnish their Brevi.s1ma. Had the 

English not popularIzed The Leyenda Negra. 80 widely, had 

they not exploited every sentence as propaganda, the work of 

Las Cae .. would probably be forgotten. 

The Lelanda Negra, outgrowth ot 8ixteenth century ri­

valry between England and Spain and political and religious 

d1tterenC8a, endures today primarily because English writers 

of the sixteenth century realised the importance of the 

written word and of propaganda aa .el1 aa warfare on the 

high sea8 as a measure to bring about the defeat of the 

enemy. 
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