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I NTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this thesis is to give s. part i al survey 

of the r~latlon3hlp s between the Revue des Deux Mond es and 

Alfred d e Vl gny . This rel a t ionship 1s 4 direct and an 1n-

direct one . The d irect connection of t he poet with t he Revue 

dates f:rom its found ing .in 1829 . By direct rel a t ionsh i p is 

understood h is pers onal and lIterary contribution to the Revue 

.al a to its editor~ its contributors , and its reading publ ic . 

After havln !<f: ma d e a study or al l a.val1abl e contr1butions ~ I 

find that the consideration of even those wh ich I have d is -

covered woul d. constitute a fa r too extensive treatise i f a 

full si gnificance of their content were developed . 

It is clear tha t there 'aU little attempt to furnish an 

a dequate i ndex of the contents of the Revue dur ing i t s early 

years, ml d the index itself has not been revised s ince it 

wa s orl lil:ln~lly compiled. It consists of five sma l l volumes . 

The f irst volume includes the titl es of vlOrks published be 

t ween 18 31ano 18 '74 . .Al1'red de Vl ~ny died: in 18 63 , and Since 

only one of his poem.s wa s published posthumously , n1 1 collab

ora.tion during hi s lIfetime 1s list ed in this volume . Unt i l 

the yea.r 1832 , the month in whlchcontrlbutions were pub .... 

lished 1s not given . The f irst part of t he novel Stello . 

one essay on the modern tb.atre ~ an historica1 and critica l 

essay on Al giers , en 
.... . ,-

an art icle entitled Scenes du Desert, 

were publi shed in 1831. A poem entitled "Les Amana (1) ae 
1 . Alfred. de VigIl) I S Spell!na: of tne word "Amante . " 
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Montmol'encytl 1s the first of Alfred de Vigny's contributions 

to the Revue, which bears B, date in the index. It 1s of 

January I , 1832 . This thesis includes a chronolo,gical list 

of all Alfr ed de Vigny's contributions, both in prose a'nd. 

in poetry,. a nd also the titles of t wenty articles about the 

life and work of Alfred de Vigny, which W6r8 published 1n the 

Revue between the years 1832 and 1954. None of the arti'cles 

about the wl"tter has been systematically indexed in the 

Revue. It was necessary to go through the titles of all 

critical ess ays on French literature 1n order to find those 

which dealt with Alfred de Vigny during his lifetime . The 

International Index which was started in 1907 includes titles 

of ess ays published about the writer since tha t time. It 

does not include the years \vhlch Alfred de Vigny contributed 

to the Revue, nor d oes it include article'S of French literary 

criticism publi,shed duping the Romantio Period. The two ... vol

ume index by Lanson does not list critical essays about Alfred 

de Vigny under his name . The crit1cal edition of Alfred de 

Vigny by F . Baldensbel'ger (2) contains no bibliography, nor 

index t o its contents . The most illuminating gui de to a study 

of Alfred de Vi gny has been furnished by Edmond Esteve (3). 

The Notes Biograph,iqU6s, which are included in his cri tical 

edition on the life end work of the writer, indic:ate titles 

which were published in all the French 11teraryreviews 

and in some of the foreign publics. t ions. This bibliography 

{2) F. BalC!ehsoerger: Al?red de V1gny, Go"ntribution a sa 
Bi0r.;raphie Intellectuelle. , - -

(3) Edmond Esteve: Alfred ~ V1gny, !!! Pensea at ~ Art. 
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furnishes an acceptable guide to a study of the relationship 

or Alrred de Vigny and the Revue des ~ Mondes. In the 

critical edition by Ernest Dupuy (4) there are t~irtj refer ... 

ences to the Revue des Deux Mondes listed in the Index des 
-~~ ~ 

Noms J?ropres. Many of them refer to the publicatlons of 

friends and associates of Alfred de Vigny. There are no 

references to Alfred de Vlgny in relatIon to the Revue 

s.ft·er the wri tert B des. th" 

The Milwaukee PubliC Library does not have a .foreign 

index or periodicals . The library has aoquired oopies of 

the Revue be ginning w1 th Volume 17, in 1847, and continuing 

through 1941. The John Crerar Memorial Library 1n Chicago 

contains all of the volumes: published from 1829 until 1941 . 

HIstories of EnRllsh snd German period1cals Gre available 

, ' in our Publio Library. No history of Frenoh periO'dioals is 

i' to be found there. Poole's Index furnishes the titles O'f 

twO' articles (5) about the Revue des Deux Mendes. The dic

tiop.ary b V LarouBse (6 r gi vesa history of the Revue from 

1831 to 1875. 

This the~i1s depends primarily upon the poetry 'of Alfred . 
de Vigny which was published in the Revue des ~ Mondes 

and twenty articles taken from the ReVUe. 'l'he poems include 

"Lee Am.ans de Montmorency", "La Poesie des Nombreart'J, ' and I'Les 

Poemes Philosephlques", which began to, appear in 1843, end whioh, 

(4, Ernst Depuy: ~. Alfred teV~y, Amities, HBle Lltt6ralre 
(5) Louis Poll ens: "A Grfit if ench Revlowrt ,""CrTt!c, 

November 7, 1896. 275.277 
( 6) Th. Bentzon: "Revue des Deux Mondes" It MoCl\lres 

Magazine, June, 1897. ?lO- 716. 
PIerre Larou8.se: Grand Diat10nnaire Unt versel du XIX 
51eole, Paris 1875. -- ---
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togethe r with sorne u.npub1ished poems, were in 1864 collected 
r 

under the title " Les Des tinees . 

The indi rect rel a tionships of Alfred de Vigny n1 'iiy b e 

inter'pre ted in roore 'Nays than one" but it 1s clear that this 

relationship should inclu.de the articl~s and reviews written 

Dbout Alfred de Vlgny a f ter his death and all posthumous 

literary work and personal correspondence publ lshed tn the 

Re vue . This relatl onship would not be properly unders tood 

unless the pol icy of the Revue and the socinl groups whieh it 

Bought to serve were taken into account . 

It wOl1ld he interesting though quite beyond the pos s 1. hle 

scope of this popel' to investigate to what extent the policy 

of the Revue was poflected in such a r·ticles , reviews find 

controversies fiS the one which appeared between Sainte-Beuve 

and Br~tiere after the death of Alfred de Vi gny . The rO flson 

that it might go quite beyond the scope of this thesis 11es 

obvi ously tn the chtmges of Ii ter8.1~Y crt tlcism whlch are in 

themselvtl8 due to t he cha nges in tho general philosophy of 

life. Romantici s m in its VArious aspocts produce~ " as is well -

known, Q lite r ary criticism altogether different f rom that 

of' Clasalclsm" and the phl1oih )ph:t underlying the per'iod.s 

of both Romanticism and Class icism under.ent a radical change 

during the periods of Reallsm and Na turalism , so tha t the 

implications of our thesis would become all too diffi cult und 

too numerous to settle within the proposed scope of an M. A. 

thesis . 

I wish · to point out that from the beg inning to the end 
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of the relationships between Alfred de Vi e;ny and the Revue, 

the idea prevailed tha.t the author held an unique place i n 

the esteem of his ass ocia t es . This thes i s does · not include 

l itera l transla tions of art icles in their entirety, but an 

effort was made to achieve a unified and coherent literary 

diges t in translation . The development of the br'ticles b y 

the authors has been followed from beg i Ening to end r ather 

than an attempt to tell the readers wha t the article con-

t ains . This meth od h as not a l wa ys produced a c oher~mt res ul t 

in Erlglls h , bu t l.t has seemsd the b(:1st one to use in d.e a l -
\ 

ing with an author wh o~t e pel:'sot11.1.1ity furnishes the sub ject 

of d iscussion . I n addition, th i s method will give tho 

reader a clea rer 1dea of the policy and standar ds of the 

Re\TUe des Doux Mandes. - -- It. mi ght be said tha t t he prevail-

tng opi nion was and remains thD.t the lndepandE.'mce of t hought, 

espeoially in the poems, was occasioned by personal exper -

iencea vlhi ah pl~oduced these attitudes. The home life of 

Alfred d e Vigny included the a ttentive care of an inva lid 

wife for a.lmos t thirty years . His mother', who made h er home 

with the author , was confined as a paral ytiC for many 

years before her death . Th~ author himself never enjoyed 

excel l ent health . It is true tha t the poet was unduly 

critical of God a nd of the universe . His philosophical 

ideas are not j ustifiable on t h e basis of scientif ic evi

d ence . Alfred de Vigny d oes not appear to be fi profound 

thinker , but he was an independent t hinke r . This inde-

pendence of thought and action wa s respected by the Revue 

d es Deux Mondes thr oughout his entire as socia tion with 
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the editor s , i f we may c-red1t the sinoerity o f the 

fl l 't 1a leS' 1n 'which his nar,ne appears . 

Thore 1.s little doub t that the content of the thought 

1n the poetry of Alfred de Vlgny proves him superior to 

both Lamartine nnd Victor Hugo. Most critical essays deal

ing wi t h the dls cuss lonof poa tl'Y durlng the Romantic P~u'lod 

point to t,hlo conc lus10n .. especially t he critical adi tiona 

of Ernest D\lP UY and F . 136l l dens pax'ger and t he- ar·tlclos wh.ich 

F. Srunetlol" e published 1n t h o Hovue ~ ~ Mendes 1.,~ile 

he \"lRa 6d1 tor- . However , t.he purpose of this thee 1s iB not 

to raise an isaue regar dlng the comp tAr-at1 va Plor1 t.s o f Alfrod 

de Vlg:lY Hod other poe ts of the Romantic Period , but to shed 

some adeli t l o!1&l light upon the l"telatiOtluhip of Al f r ed de 

V1gny ~71th his aesocintee" 

6 



CHAPTER I 

I1ISTORY OF THE REVUE DES DEUX MONDES 

The Revue des Deux :Mondes was founded in 1829 by 
. ~~ I 

M ~ Segur-Dupeyron and M. Mauroy.. This Revue.as purchased 

by M. Auf trey after the periodioal had aea.sedoperations 

for a year.. ~ . Fra nyo1a Balaz became 1ta first ed1 tor. 

He occupied this posi.tion until lila >,.death': :trF l 8?". ~ The 

prefa.oe to' the fi'rat iasue which appeared in July, 

1829 , ' proposM an apparently overambitious literaryacope. 

The Bubjeetl'l1B. tter 'Wss to include Wine Arts, Archeology, 

Rellg1,on, Philosophy , Science, Public Ins truction, Politlcs" 

Continental H1ctory, Legislation, Political Economy , 

.tA'lrieultu r e, Finance; Commerce , Industry, M1litary Arts, 

Ethnography, a.nd Travel. 

~lthough this statement was made over .fifty year s ago, 

it might be equally well made today. "'O,{ all Ute reviews 

publish!1.td Qutside of Franoe. none can quite compare with 

the Revue des Deux Mond~s. One might say that La Revue de 
---~ - - . - , ...--

Paris or the Nouvelle Revue better rep~eBents French litera--_. . 

tuX's in its nat i onal form, bUt no one Italian, German , 

EbglIsh., or American periodioal has so fully represented the 

best liter~ry work of those nations as the Revue. Although 

it is true that many minds have contributed to present the 

generlll largeness of resources and products, yet in mos t 

insta nces CIte mind , one heart , one will dominated the whole 

and deser ves cred! t foI' the succes.s achieved during the firs t 

fifty year's . tl {l} That mind was Franoois Buloz ,. 
f 

(l) Louis Pollens: riA Great French Review", The Orlt.1c, 
November ? , 1896 . 275. ---
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Fortunately the five man who served as editors - in .. chief 

during the first century of the Revue were gifted with the 

unique qualif1cations necessary for the editing und managing 

of suoh a periodical. Frl.':m,ois Buloz .. the f/)undar of the 

Revue, was not a noted wrl ter. He had no fetish . of his own 

or others to worship_ He was an educe. ted man, but above all 

a man of wisdom and praotical sense . His faith 1n the idea 

of the Reyue !:l'nd. the principles whioh it was to uphold was 

unswervable. He had almost unerrir~g l0610al and rhetorical 

sense, tact .. and taste. Wlth:ln two years he had secured as 

contributors Alfred de v1gny; Alexander Dumas, and Bolzao 

(who later quarrele,d with him and le,t the Revue), Charles 

Nodier, Hue o .. Musset .. and Salnte .... Beuve. 

The R$vue d .ld not represent any politieal party; it 

b6longed to ' no clique of any sort . S~te ... Beuve could truly 

say, "There is 1n our day a. certal~ number of studious and 

intelligent minds who have a presentiment of a new order ,. 

bu t they do not think it is wi thin the scope of one formula 

to bring it about. These minds ha.ve a part to play In a 

common effort.'· (2) 

The Revue followed closely 'upon the Revolution of 1850 

anacoinclded with the burat of tale,nt that made the decades 

from 1830 to 1850 so remarkable in literature. Thepains 

taken by Buloz to choose wisely and surely .. from the s hun ... 

dance of literary material that came to the Revue seemS in

credible . All proofs were read by him at least twice; this 

):'eadlng was not only close but or1 tical. Buloz was never 

(2) Ibid H 276 . 
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narrow. The oontx'lbutors to the HO'VU0 were as d1f.fe~ent in 

their Via\lS on Impor·tant subjeots as tbelrmod$s of ereat

mont and the,ir style . However, the Revue \Vas not open to 

all opinions . fuGae that seemed dflnge,rous to soo1ulorder 

and good government were not adm1 t ted. Buloz t'efused to 

publish a ·eorge Sand's ultro. .... X"adleal utteranoes, even though 

she bad beoome, cnaof his mast valuabLe oontributor.s . 

Th~ Revolution or le~8 proved a iP',eut oPPor'tunl ty for 

the Re'vuf). "!'hat which might have killed th~ Revue , had the 

edt tor taken any previous poll tical stand., SQved It at thIs 

moment. 'l'he Revue I-sllled ell the disarrayed poll tical partie,s, 

themonarchlsta and tht't a.larmed business intereste. At the 

same time, it kept itself' on the de.fenalv'f,t procl&limlng more 

and more its OOnl tl tut1on.al tondenoi,ea, and 1 t s 11 berHl aspira

tions. Th1s prooedure assured the Revue the 8upporto.f the 

rich, the onl y- ones vilo were at thllt elme Qble to support 

such a high- priced publioa tion (fifty r~nnos per year). 

Although the Revue f ought for l1oera11am at &11 times, 

it was oppose,d to exoesses of all sorts , espeoially those 

1n linG with state aoo1ali!tth It held 1 ts post tlon e.gainst 

all f06·s and brough,t baal< many or 1 ts old friends who had 

been ourried away by the pr'om1s8s of r~QPoleon Ill. After 

the} Coup d'Etat of' 1851, the Revue assumed en attitude of 

oalm protest . It never aooepted Napoleon1stl1 . U'ndel'standi ng 

that s11enoe wan the only praot1cal eou~se, it protested 

eloquently through what it refused to publiSh. Yet , when 

the honor of' the nlJltlonor the progress of civilIzation WtiS 
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at stak& , it. dtd not he.sltate to _auppol~t F:ranoe 1n the per

eon of tlapoleon III . as it did 1n the Crimenn War and the 

{}ampoign 1n Italy in 1859 . The Oovernr.1ent "as not satis ... 

fled wlthth16 .attitude, and not darltl6 to suspend tho HeVUG, 

. euaenvored , by brlbtlS or tbreats, to prevent many prominent 

.1"1 tars from cont,rlbut1ng to 1 t. The struggle bacamo 80 

lntonse that 13uloz often oonslderadtak1ng his periQdical 

to fl forei gn uOuntl"Y. Orlt'f thing dlacouraged Bulo~ far 'more 

than the hos till ,ties of' the 00·v6I'nment and tlu:1 t wns th$ 

lo,"verlng of the intelleotual lind Tiloral l.vel of Fr~mce. 

tlNone but a Frenahmnn can feel wbat havoo- the f irst y&ars 

of the Third Empl1'Q b:t'OUf!.ht to Ft'snoe" I said Duloe. (3 ) 

When the {i'ranoo ... Pruaalan War oame., 811 0.1"1 tle1stn of the 

Government waa ·out of the questton. 'rho ·perlod1caldevoted 

1. tself to helpIng in the oause of National Defense andJ ~.ahen 

the 'war ended , to reoonstruotion and revival" M. Bulo,z1faa 

tIl ~\t this t1me . His wtt'e , Madame 'Buloz .. beoame the ffheart 

and hend" of' the grea t pe'rlodl;('}&l . 

Ga.i~"in~ s.trength through t 'wo pevolutions, the firs t 

11 terat"y and th.<l: seoond pol1t·loal; 1 t 'Was due to the dlplo ... 

mo.·tic strategy ot the ad! tor that all side,s were ($nlls ted 

to support bim. Wl::u~n M. Buloe reorgan1~edthe po11oy of the 

Re~e des Deux M,on<1~s, he limited 1,\)s cant·ents to 11 terature , 

philosophy , and ,so1ence. PolItIcal hlstol'Y nl'ld political 

questions were d1aeuased ertel-' 1835.1 although the Revue 

8u9Portod no poll tical party. In an la,sue of 1849 an anOb

ymous artlcl$ 01' the R~VU6 appe111s to £t11 th~ f oroes o'f va ... 

(3) t Ela.; 2'1'1 
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slstnnce and "conservation" . The\vri t el" ata tes that" in the 

name of the Revue, h e a nd his associates w 111 consent to 

s ubmit to the new institutions. The defensE! of libera.l 

ideas .. 'tho' d iscussion of uaaful refoI'm , and a profound study 

of social quest i ons, were inspi red by a sincere interest 

in the progl"6SS of Franco, and endeavored to representl.n 

France a univers al 01 vl11zation, and to the out,side world 

Ii progressive France.. (4) M. Buloz. attempted to edit his 

Revue in fA :spiri t of' mod era ti on . However" his exclusions , as 

well as his preferenc~s , $how 9.11 ,eXa.ggerated rigorism" He 
I . 

welcomed the: oollQbe~atlon of the younger writers; eD-peciall,-

of Vigny, Musset, and George Sand" together with many others 

"Vfuo were young Gud who stlll are ,so, because o,r an intel

l igence and a hear t Which was always young". (5) 

Al t hough Buloz 11m! ted the type of ar ticle which rnl.ght 

be publ,"-shed, ho allowed the freest Gritici sm of ,articles 

thu t hlld appea.red 111 the Revue. In e.n enume~a:tlon of the 

oollabo:rQ,tors, many 11 terary luminaries a1",e missing. Balzac 
t 

waged 11. bi t ter war against the Revue. Victor Hugo na'lel" 

f'org~ve :1 ts edt tor fOr the crt tlcism which Gustave Planche 

launched agains t the poe t' s work., M. Buloz was accused 

of trying to st1fle the ,origihalityof young writers. 

"The review of M .. ' Buloz ft ,said M.. Chal"les Asselineau, "monop'" 

olizes eerta in wrlters by attributing t o itself tho axclu

a1 va ri ght to publish the ir 'tJGH'tktl . (6) Larouase laments 

tho scant compenflatlon which th~ Revue paid its collaborators , 

(4) PIerre -r;-arousseT~G:r>e.ndl)Tct!onnarre Unlver,sel du XIX 
Sisele; 1131. 

(5) Ibid. ., 1131. 
(6) Ib1d . , 1132. 
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the distress and poverty in which t. wo of its staff , Gustave 

Planche and P. Scudo, di ed'. Collaboration waa paid on a basis 

of each ufeul11eu contributed to the Hevue . In this connection 

it 1s noti ceable tha t the works contrIbuted by Alfred de Vigny 

were long ones ,especia.lly the no:vel ,Stella. 

The He,vue des Deux Mondes had only f1 va ed1 tors during 

more than one hundred years. . After the death of Francais 
l 

Buloz 1n 187'1 ,Ch9.;rlsa Buloz bEH~ame the edt tor. When the 
. , 

second Buloz resign ed 1n 1893, Ferdinand Brunetie.re was 

aPPOinted edt tor. Fr'ano:ts Cb.arme's s sl'ved' 6S edt tor ix-om 

1907 unt1l 1916, when Rene Doumic b~came the fifth editor. 

M. Brunetiere had collaborated wi th tho Revue since 1875,. 

and had served as assistant editor before his appointment as 

edi tor'. He was the well-known ori tic who led the campai gn 

agalna t the school of Zola., and who never ceased to dot-end 

moral sta ndards, and to maintain the rules of good taste. (7) 

M. Dowie oontinued independently 1n the best traditionaof " '. 

literary French oriticism. As e lectur er at the Sorb-onne he had 

gained wide a pplause.. He knew how to unite psychologiual 
, 

m<>r a l sens e and tas ta. :rUs Hlstoira de la Li t tera ture Fran .. 
( ...... .........- -

caise is well known. (8') 
l' 

Little history of the policya.nd early years of the 

He·vue is to. be f ound in available· articles a.bout the Hevue. 

Of the articles cpno erning the Revue which appear in the 

index of the Revue itself, two are testimonials given at 

a dinner to weloome e. new editor. Eight are eulogies written 

(7J F~rmrn Roz : Vue Generale as 1a titte'::atur 8 li'rariyaiae , 271 
(8) Badier ... Hazard: Hfsto!re~~ t1tterature ~ang81se, 

2~ . 
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to COml1Unlorate theoeotenary of the Revue . Only one deul.a 

with the rel$t1onsh1p hetween the first :ed.1tov (!tld Al.fved 

de V1gny.. (9) This article ~t.tll b e considered in a lat efO' 

chapter "hleh dealo with f.lfrad do '!ign,. and his associates. 

The R€tvue dc,s, Deux Mon.dea 1s publIshed twlee oech rnonth • 
.;.;..;.........;-~~ ." 

An Annualr& H1storlq;u6; Is added Gach ye!u". M. Huloa telt 

that this s.uppler;:HHlt would ,att:eat. to th(1) fact that it WQS, 

more than fit review. In the 00\ 11"66 of 1 ts e;d,stence, tho 

Revue haa annexed tl:u'ee other periodicals. ReCotlt statistios 

ot the clrQulat10n of the Revue are unatta1nable. It is 

estimated that twenty- five thQusand copies WOlle o1$"culated 

Q,t the alose of the nineta.tloth century.. This, statement was 

found 1n EUl article published in 1897. (IO) 

Conoerning the format of the periodical, n definite plan 

is followed 1n all issues . The pr'opot'tlona may be cha nged, 

but the tQ;uke-up 1s uniform. Each number contains at least 

one story or an instalment of a, tva'lal novel, one or two 

his to):'lcal nrticles, 011,6 or more geogl"aphlcal or travel 

articl&s~ one polit1cnl, soaIological, or polltico .. economl

enl srtlclG, one literary study, infrequently an essay on 

SOOl a question of ort, (and v~ry 1nfrequently poetry_ The 

u 'Cbronlqu~ de 1 a ~lu1nzainetf reviews politics and 11 teratura, 

and ther'6 is a financial article. 

Many .reproaohes to the Revue are justifiable QCCOl~d1ng 

t o thf;\ diotionary of Pi.erl'o Larousse . (11) It comprises 

g)) 'Ma.rle,-touise Pa!11erori, 1rffuloz ana JUs ll'i'fenQs, II 
Revue des Deux Mendes; Feb. 15 , 1910 , 721",,760 . 

(10) Th . fienteonr-"Revue deG Deux Mondes, fI MoClurea 
Magazine, June, 189? 715. '. , 

(11) Plln~ra Larousse .. La D1c tlonnail"6 Universel , 11::>1. 
(AuthOl~ o f the arttoU-not g!ven)- ' 
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too · many series and divisions vtllch defy research; 1 t does 

not reprint ce.r'tain n.umbers which have been considered 1m-

portent and which are alPlost not to be found. It does not 

J ossess an adequate index or table of contents which should 

close each dece.de. Vague~ am hitious nnd complex titles are 

sald to hide the contant of tho article. Preambles out of 

nIl proportion block the a pparent purpos e of the article 

and spotl it by making it appear dogmatic. Questions 

often lose their normal signifi cance 1n the complex! ty of 

their presentation . L. Ve1110t compares the Revue to an 

flen~renage qui broie~ divifH3, tri ture, peigne, et card& 
, 

pour trllnsformer Ie t.out en etoupe • .tf. (12) 

Charles Bl~loz, a s on of Franyoia , carried on the tradi

tions of his fath€; r and of the· Revue untIl 1893. Times had 

changed vJh en Brunetiere took over the edt torshlp of the 

Revue 1n 1 893 . He di d not have the same task as Fra.n90is 

,uloz, wh? was oblig ed to curb the feverish imag inations of 

the Romantic Period. '" Brunetlere composed admirably_ Ris 

faultl es8 10,:;io and earnest convictions had great usefulness 

and a. "wholesome end beneficlent influence upon the Revue tl • (13) 

Following the lecture tour of' Brunetiare through the United 

S tates in 1897, Th. Bentz-on, a member of the staff of the 

Revue, wrote an article describing the first years of i ts 

founder in his s.truggle to keep the Revue in existence, In 

the enumer(ltlon o f its noted contributors, Alfred de - Vlgny 

14 

heads the lis t which 'rh. Bt~ntzon made of the early collaborators. 

Vigny holds the Bar::Je plv.ceamong the early collaborators 

Ibiu., 6.V~. _ 
Des Granges, Hlatoire Illuatree de la Lltterature 
Francaise, 813. 
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named by Louia Pollens . 

The Revue des DeU,;~ Mondes 1s not merely a magazlne ; :1 t 18 
_...-_.............-.~ d 

. I 

all lOS t1 t\lt1on~ an s.nnex t o the Aoademia Prancaiz:H1,. The Forty 
) 

Immortal s of t he Actlderuy are vex'y frequently recrul ted among 

its contri butors. It was the Revue that recommended the ne.me 

of Alfred. de Vi gnr for candidacy to t he Academy, following 

the publ1ctl!t.lon of his .i?o6ll.1ea F.hl1p.sophlques; _ 

The longevl t .y . of the Revue . , sus tain~d for more than a 

o~'ntUJ:'Y' 1n a countr-y sometble e said to be the home of caprioe 

and inconstancy, is almost mlrliiQulous . It was stlll vigorous 

at the beginning of W~d War II . Th. Bentzon haa described 

the fealJ> and trembling which he experienced when he entat"ed 

the school of M. Buloz in the Rue st. Bfnloi t . With his single 

seeina; eye, ¥ the edi t or impressed the' young '1r1 tel' as an imper

ious ooloasuth Once adml tted, til!' . Sentzou neVf~l." d1esoclatad 

himself f rorD M. Buloz. IIThio\tltilS the general rule; one b e ... 

l ont1od to the Revue body and ecul, onoeand tor (alll'. (14) 

(14) Th. Bentzon. "Revue des Deux !lIondes" , MoClurell 
Maeazlne, June I S9? 716. 

15 



CHAPTER II 

LIFE OF AL.FRED DE VI GNY 

COtilABORATIon 'W ITH THE REVUE DES DEUX MONDES 

Alfred die Vlgny was b orn at Loches , Fr·ri.nce" on MaTch 27, 

1797 . 
I 

His father , Leon Pierre de Vlgny, a. former offlc·e·t' in 

the army of King Louis XVI, had pas sed sixty When Alfred was 

50rn. His mother" Amelie de Baraudin, was near-ly forty . 

They had lost three children" born befor e Alfred. Perhaps 

t he poa t exaggerated the r emoteprigins of his nobility 

when he wrote, (I) uTvm noble s.traina , the one on my father's 

side ,. pure Fren ch of Beauc6, t h e ver>y center of our old 

Gallic cities, and the other of Roman Hnd Sardinian origin, 

thes e two lineages have been united in my veins to die there~ 

Vigny l).a s said that he often felt the c'onf11cting ardors of 

two rac·as wi thin him , the vigorous nerves of his northern 

r uther and t he·' burning blood of his southern mother. The 

nob ill t y of the .father g oes back to l"!' anoois de Vigny who 
. j 

was knighted by Charles IX in 1570. On his motherfs s ide 

an Emmanue l Bar-audin , secretar71 0f the Duke of Savoy, had 

received le tters of no~i1 ity from the duke 1n 1512. These 

wera confi:r'med by Francis 11 in 1542; when Baraudin bee'Gme 

a Frenoh oitizen, Except for the revolutions , the disslpa-

tion of t h e Vigny fortune, if there ever was one, remains an 

unacoounted- for legend. (2 ) 

{Il Bfiai e r ·~ - Hazard ,. 11 1.~ftolre as 10. ti tteratur eFran<ialse, 
191 . . . - . 

(2) Ibid ., 190 .. 194 . (Biographical facts concerning the 
life of Alfred de Vlgny). 
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. 'the care andeducntlon of Alfred de Vlgny .. the uohef 

d "oeuvre at s.boutlsse.ment" of these tuo prov1naial noble 

families, were confided to his mother. H12 father of sixty. 

knotted with rheumatism, brou[~ht on by the Seven- Yearn ;;\la1'" 

soldom budged f rom bis armchair. 

At school, Alfrod f01.lnd the diet repugnant, and tho 

discipline brutfal. Ina tinctl ve !u"ietocracy oan be a fatal 

endowment .. partioularly when one is not t·lch. 1\lfred t a ke en 

sensibilities were shocked by the vulgarity of hiscompanlone . 

Hls sohool 1Gllt"S 1 19ft him with many frightful memories . 'lJben 

howos f1rtean ~ he begged hl0 p[lr'ents to allow him to study at 

home . l'hey grliHltod h1.s I"eques, t~ Alfrod hastened to return 

to the urtllGhnir conversation of his .father , and or tbe taorose 

old men t'tho, with lU1';1entatlonn, regl'etted t he passing of the 

ff nIle leo .:reg imell • Alona, All'red started to prep~l"e himself 

f or entr anco to t he Polytechnio School ()f Puris. Later a 

tutor \1aS engu.god to assist hlt:l with his studies . The stories 

of t:li1.1tnry ()~plolts told by his fath61·$.nd the prestige 

which was accorded to the NftPoloonlc l egend influencod Alfred 

to cnom:le til m11itarycareor" The return of the Bourbons 

barred all previous oblt.oles for his entranoe into servioe. 

On July 6., 1014, V1gny beoame a guard of the King 1n tho very 

arlstQcr-a.tlc tfCompa.gnifls l'o't,g-eu".. When those wer.a d1 sbunded 

1n January 1915" Alr~'ed (16 Vigny wao transforred to the noyal 

GtHl!>(\ , which served first at CourbctTole . tl'len at Vinoennes. 

·thetl at R,ouen. In th1€l garrison lire, where, V1gny ' sn'tlo1pated 

from, ~ay to day (l war wh1en nevOl" came, h.e worked to d ispel 

gloom. He read, rued1 tated" and wrote_ The publ'loatlon of the 
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works of. itndre Chenier in 1819 and the enaou~gement of 

his triend Viator Hugo are said to have directed him toward 

poe try . (3) In M.a rch 1822 , Vi gny published anonymously his 

first coileotion of poetry. This volume of fifty-ei gh t 

pages oontained "Helaria tJ
, an e pic in three a.e.u tos, three 

poems inspired by antiquity, three poems of biblioal origin, 

and three modeI'n poems .. At t his time the Revue des Deux 

Mondes had not been founded, and Vigny was wrIting exclusive

ly for ~ Mm.H~, Fran2alse,- (4) 

HEIoa" appeared in 1824 .. In 1826 Q new edit~on of Vignl ' s 

poetry contained all the poems of 1822, except IIHelenuu , and 

in addi tionsix new poems: liLa Delug e"" "Moisen , "Dolorlda", 

"Le Trappiste ll , fl TJa Neige", and uLa CorH.. In this and in all 

subsequent editions, each poem1flas f ollowed by the date of 

compost tion, and t he ni'iTne of t he author- aocompanied the editions. 

The edition of 1829 included the precedlng poems and "Mme. de 

6oubisett
, fi Le 8&in dtune Dame Romaine lt , and the ff Fregate 

Serleuse tf • uLes Amana de Montmorency" bring these panoramic 

visions of' antiquity and Christianity to the very ga tes of 

modern PariS", · 

Alfred de Vigny had marri ed , left the army, and moved 

to Paris by 1 826 . Theae events were followed b y a period of 

romantic fervor V\hlch lasted until 1830.. Vi gny was an active 

member of the re,union 01' the Apsenal, the Genacle, a ncl of all 

the salons where, with the enthusiasm of a frri.ternlty,a new 

renaissance of nrt was being.prepared. Alfred Bnd Victor Hugo 

(3) Rene Canst, Alfred de · V1gn;y, 15 <I • 

(4) rJ . Barthou, "Unedltea Letters to Victor Hugo U
, 

Revu.9 des Deux Mondes , February 1, 1925 . ,-----
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having hecome insepax'able, their tend erness overflm'led in 

juvenile eff'usi.ona. These appear to have been the happiest 

days of Vigny"s life . 

The Revolution of 1830 scatter ed the members of the 

. Cenncle, tha t fr-a tern! ty o .f the arts of which Sainte . Beuve 

sang so lustily in his eorl,- days s.s a critic. The pr etext 

of p ol iticsl difference was added to other disagreements , 

which often result from intimacy. Aft er breaking with Hugo, 

Vi gny experienced a confus ed desolation. The c o'tvardloe of' 

the BOllrb ons wa.s an added disillusion. I n fol l owirw: the 

current whi ch was sweeping many writers toward social nction, 

and in obeying also a s incere feeling of pity fo r human 

misery , Vigny s t ar-ted t Oo pref.l:ch his '1Jersion of u gospel of 

the new freedom . He pleaded the cause of t he poot-ma.~;tvr 

tn s.oclety. He ' 'was Ifttl(~ heeded,. but. he was generously 

applauded. Tl19 novel stello attempted to show the misery 

of the poet , whose ganlus 80 astounded the ot h <; r members of 

society t hat he sensed only indltferen t and hos tile reae tiona_. 

The first part of the novo l Stello was published in the Revue , 

in 1851. For hi s description of' the sacl:'ed missi on of a 

poet and the misery attending his ost1"B.clsm f1"otl'l SOCiety, 

Vigny chose as charQcte.I~s the poet Gilbert, who had died in 

dest1 tutlon during the r e ign of Louis XiI , the English poet 

~natterton,who died in an attic in London as a result of the 

c oldnes s of the English bourgeoi.sie, and Andl!e Chenier 

a victim of the French R~volutlon . Stella was organized 

8rou~d th.e d eaths of' the three poets . Of t his novel 

Buloz wrote' to Vic:n'1 t hat , when Q. review reached t h e point 
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of publishing a work of such high liter ar y quality, it was 

the best r eview in the world. 

Apparent l y Alfred de Vigny became tirod D.r admirat.ion 

and misund erstanding . The public was indifferent to his plead-

lng for noble causes . 1n 18~17 Vigny 's mother died. Thi s loss 

br ought on an aoute more.1 cr'ls16 from v{hlch the poet ne ver 

recovered . About this ti.me Vigny severed relations wi th 

v..dame Dorval , the heroine of Chatter t on . and retirod , ';o 

tft:alne-Giruud. This is the period which salnte .. Beuve 

charac terlzed with the ph1"sse I'the 1 vory tower lt • Vlgny 

c all ed 1. this us.Binte soli tude ll
" He left the s lckroom where 

his wife lay ill only to find the Itsadlles~3 a n d h OB t ili ty of 

a wlder horizon which lay beyond" . (5) o distract himself 

he spent tho night covering a quant l ty of little papers with 

his l'egu l a r and ~ilngulHr handwri ting e Mos t of them were 

cr ammed into drawers of hi s writing desk . Some o f t hem 

were re ... written and sent to the ever- demandin8 M .. Buloz , 

according to 1-:io correspondence with Madame d ' !'A.goult . (6) 

Thin period of comparative ailence was broken When 

V i gny X'e tm'ned to Paris in 1852.. Alt.hough he continued to 

lead the life· of a Bened ict l there were many fai thful 

friends to contribute to the little joy which his physical 

condition pe rmitt ed during his l as t years. The last Ifsign 

of his slaver'y to this li f e W8.S t he servi tude o.f death , " (7) 

the acute suffering ac compnnylng h is l as t illness. Alfred 

de Vigny di ed from a cancer of the stomach , a disease from 

(5) Hobert de Trag: Alfred ,de Vi gny, 88. 
(6) Revue des Deux Mendes , November 1934 
('7) L60n S{}che-;-Arrred ~ VignI, Vol . I~ Chap . 4 
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which he had suffered during the t wo years precedinr:. his 

death . Befo!~e he died he looked at the orucifix \,/i th 

respect and hf31.vlng fulfilled his Christian duties;; he ex .... 

plred silently . On t be interesting question of his reli

g ious oonviction at the time of his death, it Is the opinion 

of M. Sacha t hnt Alfred de Vigny wa.s sincerely converted to 

Ohristianlty . (8) Th e poet is burled 1n the cemctel:'Y Mont-

martre in Paris. 

Much could besald concerning the rel&tions o.f Alfred 

de Vigny with the poets Lama rtine nnd Vi c tor Hugo . Vi gny 

met Lam&r'tine in the salon of I.i.me . Mo::rtcalr.1, Sister· of the 

Duke of n ichelieu. amartine did not like the theme of 

C1nq~. {9 ) Concerning the poems of Alfred de Vigny Which 

eppea :r~ed in the Revue d es Deux Mondes, Lamartine never 

uttered a word. of praise or cr1 tlcis ;n , (10) Conc.erning the 

reh1.tions of Vlgny and Victor' Hugo, 1 t app ears that Vi gny 

adm ired Hugo until 183 '1, the ye ar during which Vi Chy broke 

with Mme , Dorval.. H~go is acid to have b een instrumental in 

separating Vigny an d the grea t tragedienne. (11) Ten years 

after the breaking up ·of the Cenacle group ; Sainte- Beuve 

wrote an article in the R.Gvue . He called 1 t "Ten Years 

Latel", tI (12) It is clear that Vi gny did not assooiate 10-' 

tlma tely ',IIi t h theoldel" 't.l ornbers of the Homantio school a fter 

1830" However; he continued to exert a decid.ed influence upon 

the young er poats. 

(1rJ'~~Ib-:rcr.-·~ ---· -- - -~- --- ----- --- --- - -- - ,~--- -- -- -- -- --- ---~--

(g) Erneat Dupuy, Alfred de Vlgn:~> 316 
(10) Ibid_, 317. .. - - -
(11) Ibi d ., 254. 
(12) Iblt'1.., 3 34 •. 

21 



CHRONOLOGICAL L!ST OF ~¥ORKS BY ALli'RED DE VIGNY 

1'. til'D AHTI CLES CONCERNInG HI S LIFE AND HOnK. PUH. 

'LISHED I N TH E REVUE<; DES D:b'UX MONDES 

Vol. I , Vol . II , 1851, Al f r ed de V15 ny, 

1831, Alfred de V16ny, 

Soenes du Desert 
rvagment of tff .. ' Al meh lf 

Vol. I , II . " 
Stallo, (premi ere 
consultation) 

Oonsul tation de Dc>oteur NOir, Stello ou les Dl ables bleus; 
I . Gilbert II Chatterton Vol .. III , IV . 163.1. . II I Andre 
Chenier API'1l 1 , 1832 . 

Vol. ·1 , Vol. II , 1831,Al f'red de Vi e;,ny, Lettresur 1e 
1be~tre-modern. a 
propos d' Anthony . 

Vol. Ill , Vol . IV , 1831, Al fred de Vigrl1 , Anecdotes histor ... 
l ques of polltiques 
sur ~\1,~er8 

J anuary 1; 

August 1, 

r oh 1, 

J tme 1 , 

Apr i l 1, 

September 1 , 

Sapte·m.be r 1, 

September 1, 

ootober 15, 

October 15, 

1832 , Alfred de Vi Gny, Les Arnons de 
Montmorenoy 

1832, G. Pl anche , Al f red de V1bAY, 
Critique I1tters.1re 

1833 , Alfred de V1Lny, Laurette et I e 
Cachet rouge 

1833 , ""ll'red de V1t.ny , Qultte pour 1 0 Pour 
. , 

1634 , Alfred de V16ny .. La Ve1.llee de 

1835 , G. Pl m ohe , 

Vincennes 

Chat terton, Critique 
dra'1)at l quE) . 

... 
11335, Alfred Cl a Vl t.::.;,ny" Lettr e ;(u , M. 1e 

1835 Fran90is Bul02, 

1835 , St.41nte-'i3euve , 

Dlreoteur au suje'b 
de Chatterton 

Repons e au aujet 
de Chatterton 

JHfred de V1!91Y 

1655 , .~ lf·r.ad de V1dlY , La vie et In. mo,rt de 
Capltoine Renaud 
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J anUllry 15, 1841 , AliI'ad de V1 Cj,ny , Ml l e Sedalne at de 
- I n Propr1ete I1tteralre 



May 1 

J anuar y 15 , 

February 1,. 

Mp.r"ch 15 , 

.Tune 1 , 

July 1 , 

February 1 , 

f ebruary 1 , 

Janusl'Y 1::.> " 

Apr il 15 , 

lIay 1 5 , 

Deeem')e r 1 , 

J anUfiPY 1 , 

April 15, 

a.rch US, 

.september 15 , 

Febr uur y 15 , 

Deoember It) , 

JI'e b r tw r y 1 , 

" 1841, Alfred de Vigny , La Poesie des Nombres 

1843 , Alfred de Vigny , La Sa uva ge 

1843 , Alfred de Vl gny , La Mor t de I~oup 

." 
1843 , Alfred de Vigny , La li'lute 

1844 , Alfred d d Vi gnr, La Mont des Ol l viers 

1844 , Alfred d e V1.gny , La Ma ison du He r fl:er 

1854 , Al fr·ed d e Vig ny, La Bcu t ei l l e a 18 Mer 

1846 , sa i nte - 3e uVa , R~eept ion d ' Alfred de 
Vl~ny ~ 1 t Aead~mi e 
rancaise 

I 

1864 , Alfred de Vlgny , Ltl Colere de Samson 
( p oeme p osthmoe) 

1864 , SHinto - Sauve 

18"74 , F: . CarD 

~ 

Alfred de Vi gny 

Po~tes a t Ro~a~clers 
modernea de l ' Ecole 
philoBophique 

23 

1891 , F . Br une t1ere , Cri t ique d ' Alfred de 
Vlqny pa r M. Pal'ologue 

, 
1897 , F . Br unetiere , 

1907 , H. Doum l c , 

1910, E. Dupuy, 

1910 , E. Dupuy, 

1918 , Marie - Lo uis e 
Pailleron, 

1920 , Farne:nd Ol'e gh , 

1925 " M. Bur t hou , 

Lettres in6d ltes d ' A1f r ed 
de Vigny 

a Patholo~ie des 
Romantiques 

La Fami lIa at IB 
Jeunes s e d ' Al f red de 
Vlgny 

l f r ed de Vi zny a t 
AU 1;usta l1r izeux 

Buloz at ses Arnis 

Journa l dt un Poeta, 
f ragment s ined i ts . 

Lettros ln~dites ~ 
Vie tOl' Hu v.o . 
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Febr uflI'Y 15, 1925, A_ Pravlel, 
A 

Les Petes de Pau , 
Alfred de Vi gny 

AU#.uat 15, 1925 , ~ . Moreau, " La Penaee at l'Art 
d f A1!'red d e V 19ny 

November 1, 1934 , D. Oliv1er, . " Lettres a i n Comtesse 
d ' Agoult 



P(1EMS OF ,!\! .. FRED lJE "larty 
WHI CH APPEl~RED IE TIil~ 
REVUg DES DEUX 750NDEB 

F f -.. . ~~ 

ti Les .AmBns de Mont raOl"Gtlcyn 1s the flrst of' t he poonla 

by Al:rrod de Vigny t o b e pub11.oheci i n th~ nevuc des Deux 
; ~ - ~ ~---

JOnd6~ . (13 ) I t 1a t ho t~ t o.ry in verse of' t wo lotrer~ l , who, 

by t h e i r yout h and tende r ness , reB~r:1hle t he ohaN lcters of 

,;t h e Journa11at and his wi f e Laur-e t t e 1n t he Oachet.: nOU~(h 

They bcrve r e g1ste'I'ed f~ t 8t1all lnn. They leave the inn 

t o wnlk t n t h(* \10 008 Wl'10 1'O t ha y s ;t)flJud tvlO d a ys .. Al l na t u ro 

seoms t o e 1m:,: the ir l ove , ~e 11;tht s o ot t he wiI1d , the 

tl e.me of t he sett in;!; s im , t he perf llme 01' t he f lowers EU"O 1 1ke 

eo c any c s r eSSC9. Nothing appears t o c loudthe11' joy to

g,ether . Howev'e z" , 1 t is 1;'0 d i e togetht~ r t ho. t ,t he1 ha ve COIDf;J 

to the tOl"(U.l t . ~Vh:y ? t~'b.a t \un'o the res a ,ona t hat prompt ed 

t his t1ac 18 1on ~? Who di es fll"'u t+, What did t he other one thlnk'? 

tlone of 't b:ese querJt l ons wore O'rlaWel"0d . TbC\'l r' bodies wore 

r ound by the Innkeeper s &ud burl ed neal" t he inn . This pl ~ce 

ot' realIst I c poetr y announoe6 dle tnnt l y the ·'yoa1"1n of Copoee . If 

.It wac au~~·~at(~d to Vl g,n.y , perhapa by t he It P()~a 1e~ do ,1oseph 

'Dol or l'!1e" o f Se,lnte .. t ' euva . (14 ) The t h ought qua l ity of. t.he 

poem tEl V'Ugl~ jl" l llt ita aI'dent 11f' i c l s m, ita mal' t lnldau 1gnf 

and itu el aborate l cmds napo pa inting mode it aocept able at 

the- t iwe . Vlgny concludes the poem w1 t h a linf1t whioh fl P P Ofll'S 

al ao in hit) J our na.l or 183:3 . ,-.... . ' . ~ 

nEt Dl etl? - Tel ea t 10 s ieele " 118 n ' y pena iu 'en t pas . lI {l.5 ) 

(r.3T 'n6 vti6 d 'os "15eux Mondes , ' ~ tmu{~ I'Y 1 , 1032--'- " 
(14 ) , Hena Co.ntit I Alfre3 d e Vl~ny I 483 
( 15 ) Revue des Deux Mondes , J'unu£u "'Y' 1 , 1832 •. 

. "'" _ -~ . cis . -
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n'Ls 'Po~Bla des fbmbrea H 16 the second poe!'Xl by ,~lfred 

de V1g,ny" publLC-Ihed during the fll~st deoade ot t he. Revue . 

BulQz hae added an editorial corament . Vigoy wrote the 

poem atter lis tenillg to Hent"l Uondeux. a child prodigy \\t10 

alonoaud unknown 1n the field or mathematics , had suocaed$d 

In SOl~ling pl"oblenis of t he theory oteq}lat l ons wi thout know

.... ng th~ 1l8MG@ of the n'Umbers ~ tie was a shepherd and while 

tending his sheep $ tud led tbe proolelr}~ of numbers through the 

stars . Vigny was so impressed v/lth the hoy t s in t uition that 

he composed this poem of: t.wenty V.0 rlHUI in differ ent moters . 

It is, not included in the cOt!lpl~ta poetiC work of Vlgny. 

The curiQus meter s nd the thought :1 t, cotltuins tnake it v.'Orth 

quoting in 1}art . Its s 'J-71llbollc qual! ty is quite apparont . 

U'n f · t 1 p. ' I 1. .. ,., ' 1 d' ... " ",a , o ' es ca. oes .e enCQ!'tS qu ans \<onaroe 
Feint. l'l?<lgebre l.nfal11ibleen s1lllbQlas de tlamme 
Itt t t emplet tout antler au ,dlvin element 
Car Ie poite volt BaDa r6g1e 
La. tflOl~ secret de tOllS les sphinx , 
Four Ie cle1, 11 a Itaall de 1 t &181e. 
Itt pour 1£\ terre Itoel1 du lynx . ff (16) 

"Quttte pour 1a: FauX', Ii 15 a al'ams,t;10 tlproveroe. fl It was 

'1"1 tteo for the actress Mme . 1)or'lfal, as 8. vehicle for h aX' 

dramntlc talent. 

ItLct Sauvage 'l (I?) rela tee an episode of AmericQo life . 

An Indian girl, lost in the wO'o.da, arrlvee at a ClGlu'lng 

which hB.B lJoen ronde by the P'.:ngliSh . She ant,ere the hO'lls e· 

of the: English fruul1y and find3 the rather reading p1ous l.y 

to his wife and his chlldr 'oth He welcom.es thes tl"engol"# . 

explait1S to her that it is Christmas Eve and that he :La 

l'(iHold '-ng the story of the bit-tho! Christ . He urges her 

(Is ) lli!cf • .II May 'I, 1&1'1. .. ... -
(17 ) Revue ,'es OeuxMondes , January 15 .. 1843 . 
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to make her homo w1.th his fam:ily , in the hope th,at some 

future day will find her a Chr1st.1.an, reoc11ngthe Bible 

with her children on Christm.as Eve . 

Vlgny has painted a detai led picture ,of atl American 

forest i n winter time . It 1s possible that he has found 
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his 1ns·plrat ion tor this detail in the ltVoyage en 1unerlque" 

of Chateaubrland. 'fhe leather mocass1.ns worn bY' the 

stran gel"' " the detai ls of the English household with its 

English food , and the customs of the e ~rly life in t he Amer

loan eolonies are dep1cted i n this poem. 

"'La Mort du Loupf) (18) portrays thes1lent and sto1cal 

dea t h of'a \"101f trapped b y hunter s . It teaches a les son of 

suffering e nd sllence to man. From a philosophical point 

of view , it is qui te the opposite of "La Sauvage" whe:t·(} the 

benefits of civl1izqtion "ere praised. Here, like Rousseau 

and Chataaubri i'md, V1gny defends th()St 8t~ ofnat1.1ro ~g'sinst 

t he oivilized state . Th1s PQem is not one of the best of 

Alfred de Vlgny. The imlt9t 1on{:J are numerous, the illusions 

are obsoure ; en G the. verse 18 considered pross.1o . (19) 

nSeul Ie si.1ence est grand ; tout le reate eat falblesse.t' 

Th1s Vers e 1s justly ce lehrnted, and has become sort ot 

a preverb of mel anchol y. Here Vl gny seems to make stoioism 

the objective to be obtai ned in life. Ilowever t when his 

mother died the poet ' s reactions in the foce of death wepe 

quite dlffer,ent . JU.s . heart overflowed w1th grief which he 

recorded in his .Journal . (20) 

(18) He vue des Deux ionoes , 'ellruary 1, 1843. 
(19) Ren' canat-,--:rrfr~d ~ ~. 497 . , 
(20) Journal d'un Poat,e , Deoemoer 22~ 1837. 



. nLa. li'lute lf (21) is the otory of Alfred de Vlgny 's 

enoounter 'wlth nn old vagabond during the poet ' s walk along 

a c ountry l ane . The old nUlh, seated on a marb le slab , and 

finishing his l ast crust of h a r d bread , looks pensively 

toward t he f ootsteps and the paths whl ch lead into the 

d1stunce . If he had Q!'rived whan someone was passing , 

he )nigh t have received an alms ·sufflclent to pay for a. poor 

bod and a -supper . While musing thus , he joins together 

the three pal.' t s of fa flute which he carrtes . He tries to 

produce mus~c, hut r..o sound will come . Vi gnyapproaches 

him , tips his old artist'n cap -and sits down . frhe poor 

mHn tells V1eny the story of & li f e saddened by foolish 

ambItions . He hb.d dreamed wi t h prj.ds of b ecoming a Bonaparte 

oX' £) Byron, poot O~ a 1~gi8l Dtor , bu t he h ed never been 

mo!'o 'thli r:. a pooX' t: nd l.lnsuccess:t"'ul .iournal~_st and dramatist . 

Vi gn:; attempts to re-a.ssure him, . sHying that the e,oure.geous 

weak are ES worthy as the courageous who possess strong 

minds and bodies. It Is beDause we have been given such 

poor toola (our webk: bodles) tha t we c an neve!' hope to 

achieve thB perfection toward which 1<""e aspire . V'n'~en we 

are c.alled upon to join the pure celesti m. l spipits, our 

bodles wl11 no longer hinder the equilibrium nec.e~Hlary t o 

the s pirit . The vagabond is seized. with an unexpected joy. 

He studies his flu-cc with another a ttitude . Now thn l.nstru-

t!lent respond s to his effort . Inspired, ho plays the I'SHlve 

n eg inn .• n 

This poem repeats a f amiliar philosophical idea . 

Un) nevu@ des Deux Mondes , March 15 , 1843 .---
- -- - --- > 
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Th e 'human soul 11.nked i~o i t5 t e'.Iable pr' ieon h as ~t :t.t 

dis posi tlon onl y t he mO~lt lnudequate t'flcans of E:~xpl"eflslng 

Its d r pomu and ita ideas . \oc ording to Sainte- ~auve , this 

p oer::: :rove~ ls 6. senttment of humillty ~nd .t"'I'Atol"!.11ty whi.eh 

. is Most uncommon in AlfI'ed d e Vl gny. ( 22 ) 

"I.E! Mon t. 6~s Cl1 '\tiers 't (23 ) 1.8 lH:"lsed U'Don the g os p(j l 

'i'ihl (!h rallS/tea Ch? i sttg I1gony 1ft tho 8 f1r d en the n i ght I)efore 

!is c1.onth . Chri s t is on H18 knnGs on tho r()c~~ ot' Oeth-

Dcmane , thB d1ocipleo ara s leoping , and Judeg 1s approach-

1rH'~ fur tive l y . (10~l Ufl bl SKS Gond tht;lt the "i itter doathv·lh1.ch 

f ncc .s hit::! b e not l.n vnin , tru:d; half of h is innocen t b lood b 6 

c a.s t u90n those g ull t 'T ones who in t~he f utUr'fl w1.11 SlI "·,. .I It It 

10 p"~ rrn ift~lihle f'o:r' 0 1] (perhnpfl Vign~i mEHmB g ov<;rnmt'nts) 

to kill the innOCf1nt . II HI'> pr t\ ys " too , t he't et't 01" !If> hr~s 

l sft this sal:'th .l t wo e.ngels. who wli lJ<ed .in Pur ad1s e , Ce r.t i -

tu ~J e [,nd Ho pe .l' h e left to repl ace the Hngels of Rvi 1 nnd Douh t 

wno havo caused so much misery 511)oe the fnll of l\1Hn in the 

Gax".!en or. 13der:. . Only' a ,~J.Hn(H~ f r oM God t ht. Fat.ber w(n~ld 

allevinte the miser'Y oJ)' Daf'th , [~ nd 111uml.1Rte man C!(,mce!'n ~ng 

the droadf'.ll quaot t on o f his destiny. r~'ut God ' s wil l must 

be done , so the Son is l sad to suffer death , a nd the unseeing 

human world sb'>uggles on without a heocon to guide it stl.d 

wl thou t hope o f dswn . 'l'he canclua lon t o this poem was not 

pu'bllshed in 1 844 , for it W'G.S nut wI' i tten until a fow raon ths 

be20re the poet ' s death . It is c s llnd t'Sl 1 opc. eH and is 

s e.id to aum up t he irr·elig iol.ls philosophy of i\lfrad d e V1gny .. 

fot' God the 'PHthe!' answers the pJ. 'J8 of the S on w1 t h "olel 

-:--:-----.-------------------~, ,-_._----
(22 ) RevuE.~ d e s Deux ?~ondes, April 15 , 1664 . 
( 23 ) I E 1a..I -:l'UnF'T; n34'I , 
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s1.1once . tlw s51 f~nce of Divinity . T!~o t)OO!7: t ... , one 0 

tho gre0~ lasDons ~iv~n by nhri~t , but "there aro oth~r les-

sona in ttlH Hiblo benichw th t or brotherly lov". " (24) 

Vi~ny io so Ct' rr1ed !:n·m.\~ by tl'o sooj,.,1 gosn -·1 , t!m t he BOO.ns 

lOt to be ciJlm ole of envi Hlonin~1 t otern~l v 'luo of Quf-

ror:tn ~ . 

Jince he is c.:;nvinced til t f 'ltH: ir c ondermed t t1 suffor 

without thd f:;~rnt(~ry of his destin.:! being reve21ed $ .h .~, 

oounsols him to Ruttor .rlth disnity . ,{)t hin '.f 10 lU:c t ho 

wolf in " f,:or-t du Loup,. ·' without uttel"in~ U Ol'Y , for 

flto groen and prf..;.Y and to weop are cow~rdly . f' (25) 

"La f" ison du 3 0rr,el"n (20) is addressod to G woman 

whom the noot en 110 r~Vb . "Who is 't~'vo7 t. is r1 '; uest ion upon 

\II1.10j] Cl':1ti.cs have been unablo to agrGo . ~rnest f}unu:l 

bol ieves thn t severr,l detl'd 1 n of l'lndsctn')0 ~.n:ml:1 to th 

cmmtrY surrounding tho ho:me of thG Countoss d ' j\~Olllt nt 

l'/ohunt . ( 2 tl?- 1euvc insiuUf:1teu t h" 'va could rson-

:tfy any of tho young r1inconrJUos" wi th whom Visny VIliS " ssoci-

}jted g but thc.t it :~;ip;ht bo n yOU.ll~ I;nr.lish girl wit,h whor;: 

110 oHf':ngod in long 0 on'V oX'rm tJ on II ( 28) Th ",10 1:30n" 1n 

quost ion Is ona ot' tho port111)lo huts used by the shGplH~rds tiS 

[t protooti.on .(IR8inst tlw wQnther . I .. 1ko the sllOphcrd in 

his little p1'100n , we dr:;;.g our boilies over tho unfriendl'~ 

oarth , ,)hioh noe o:r\l i n{" to Vi gny , neV01' Dr::l1oB UDon us ncr 

SOnS€Hl our m,inory " TLe pO fJ t, b(,~s B V8 flot to loove hiz'l! to· 

T21;r ~;. rnt6-"mtiv-;r;-~ilTrcuoo-Vfeny ,-·r-rraV'u"6r Ms-[)Qu£'WOnde;' , 
""',1"11 l~ l<'''l. -- -.- -- M.. , •• ' /, _ ? , . 1.. ."", .. .. ,.. 

(25) r4edi,)J~ ..... ::: rd , Pintoil's do l' tittcrature 7,rnncninc , 193 ~ 
(20 ) :levue dos Deux '~cirmeD-t-'TiiI''J"'"T , IA1;1;. -- --,----
(27) fffnvst'JUpuy ;-· ! frcd de Vir"111 . 36'~ , 
( 2P) Sninto- '}ouvo . "/TfrEioae-vr.<l'nY"'.11ril 15 , IP.t)l~ . 



suffer the hostilitY' ot" Notlu.'e, ')ut to stay wlth hir.) in 

btu soli tude . A d1.e.trlbe egtJlnst railroads which BO too 

ftiS t for' Vi L:n.1 t a St;k'iYU r<111' 1ns erted" The rn 11 posd a ppears 

to sj"nIoollze 011 of l"'10aOrn science '~11ch draws tho world 

t<>geth~' l'" in conquest,. The neanln~ here is obscure . A 

wQmtm, WhQ 1s tileo t h t7 Mus~ of P'1 ty l1stens to the Doet ' s 

:rehEHa."'sal of the woes Qf t he earth , 1. t z: poor' pol! tioal syot em.s. 

nd its lotrldeq ua te ph11oao ph1e8 .. 1).1h&n the poet b~gs irVQ 

not to \\11 thdraw her- , ure hand from hie ttyoed heart, for 

Naturf;' has bean &nd ';l'111 continue to be 'too o!"'Jel. ~~h~1' 

18 only tho. lmpaos1 vo thest!"~ 'shere (t oontinUDllS 

.,omedy 1.8 (\nacted. ffl Toll with diat1rl.in w1thout fJeoln~ ... 

i ' ne1.l!' lng_ ::: am oalled ~{ motl'l~r" but 1n real! tv I at'! e. 

omb . tt Vlg.ny conf!l'Udcs tha poewl with thin lino! tlJ1 Pllt'lO 

10. T'1ajeste. oe:s ,,_. , ~01,rfft~ r r:;ces hur,u~nos.ft 

'!'hi's mel,ttncholj &.ndi ·,&6nfoms ;;val l to the r:enel"::;;l 

thetle ·sufftt~lnad throu::hout. Each pe.rt of t!io pootl is 

bull t upon an entithesis, rev(lrlo a[~~~ in&t ~ lleneo, poatl"Y 

ae:s1ntlt politica , s:'nd lovetl.g81m~t n nt tu·s .. ('le hiUSt love 

tha nm~1.1~5t"of bllt;wn suffering . ·\1 This 10 th~ keynote to 

all o f de Vign"l to hi's I1fe"phll.o50phy t:J:nd h18 YVQrl{.. He 

has nald 50 OVo.!~ and o vet... At'! e. pUY"6 s p1rt t 1n the world, 

he taIls us tileo ttl lti.JfEspr1 t pur tf that thla is his klngdom. 

I'T .. a 11n.iSot1 au l3srgtn"n considered one of the best poems of 

fl.l f'l"ed d e V1.gny j Ct.tl1Se p.t' tll0 c ottlpositlon e;no t he float-

1ng 1:;);'10.81 qUfJ, :a ty of 1 t s verse. (29) 

1WJ ' B6Ctli~;-'Hii{*raJ' ll'ifJ to1x-o era Ta-UE tt5rtitu1'Q ~"i. 1$G # 195 . • ._ _* ,, _ ~ ___ _. " . - :_ - - - - ~.- . - .oj . _ 
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I3ou to ill e a 1 Mar" (30) 1s n posra or oounsel to 

an unl(no~'m youth. Vigny udvises the 11ste.ner to f 01"get thll> 

Ohottertonaand the OiluOl:.·'ts , unci to find COUl"'ag e in the 

t ala to which he begfi the yout h to listen . A mariner SQW 

_ that his ship was sinking . During the voyage he had kept a 

tn1thf'ul log 01" his dangerous eours'e . He recorded the futt:tl 

sh1pwr,eok. 'the family crost on t h e pape.!" WhOl"C the log hGd 

been reoorded brought btttok l'llemOI'les of his hom-a and family. 

However , there, was no tl~e to become loet in r everie, and 

grief for the sh1pwas fast sinking. After casting over

honrd a bottle c onto1n1.ng the raool"d of his voya,ge, he 

UiB 8.wal1owad int.o tha depths of the se~l . The \Iottle 

wa B toased t .rom son to seu , auo finally 1 t wa.s c ost \lpOn 

the s hores of France . Tba oontentn of the bottle syml)oli ze 

tho thour.rh t s of ganius, whoae author has sacrifioed and lost 

everything in ol'der that his (l1scoverlt'l'S might fall into 

wQ·rthy h~ndB . Like the bottle whioh 1n the end reached: 1 te 

port of des t iny, Vlgny 1s confident thut the work of a 

g,rent Vfl::,lter will finally be read and appreoiated understand

ingly nnd a ympat ha ti('H:llly. Tht) iroogCt!,:;' is t w1sted, but this 

""defeat diEHlpp eSl"'S In the mue;nifi cenee of 1 te Q.ct of faith, 

wh i ch is diracted to'Vwro t he l"eign of t he pure s pirl t ~ It 

has been SB:.id t h u t the heroine of' the poem 1s s yrnbollzed by 

t he poor little Ilbont.e111,e , 1l who oaI'r>1ca SCience to suffering 

hll~Qn.ity _ (:51) 

T!l}) 
(:31) 

Revue a~H3 "IYe\1ft' Mond~H3 , ' It'eoruary I , IG54 . 
H. Ralde ns p{]l'tgel", AX-frod ~ !,i8nI' 134,. 
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CHAPTEn I I I 

OF A!I'a'RIW DE VIGNY WIT .... 
THE ~DITORS tUfD l\Sf)OCI/.TES OF' THE REVUE 

DES DEUX lWlIDE3 DURIlIG THE POb""!" S L1. FE 

So many legends have been recounted concerni.ng the 

f oundat l on of the Havue des Deux Mondon , thct 1tz true 
--'--- ---

1i e to!'!'y and the true charac t or of 1 ts foundel~ I l .... r anc ois 
I 

ule!:': , rom&ined ~)J scur,e f or a l most e. centur",r . In 1845 , 
h· ~ 

Buloz said t o Alexander :"1uman 
, 

pere , fI T the history of 

the foundlng of tho Review be vlrl tten some day , I w111 h tlve 

to do it , and wi th t.he help of' my correspondence. 1I ~ulo z 

n ovor had t1tJB t o undsrtal{G the t ask " Seven t y -thNle '_~rear8 

aft er ="rnncoi.s .Bulo z l"3adethis s t et erlmnt , h i s grand- dau6hter , , 
~'adanjG PBtll eron, w:eotc f.{ 9sriefl of' a rticlos conoe:'nins the 

ft r st editor a nd h ear ly collabora tors , I?.nd pu!Jll shed t hem 

!.n t he Revue dt' :? Deux ["!laude.s,_ (1 ) The fIrst in :.oJ t ff l lmon t of 

t h is his tory includes an art icle on the l ife and early 

otr'JBsle 0:: the gL'andf a t:'HH' of Mud!1l$ 1'£11118ron .. .~ sscond 

a r tic l e concer ns tho re l a tions of Al fred -:8 Vign.y <7J.th thn 

Re vue . Both artic l es are revi ewed in t his chnp tol" . 

Fr an90is Buloz t~ t ud l ed 5.n the Lycse Louis d e Gl~B.nd 

for s even years . v"fuon l Uck of money forced him to leave 

this school a t the age of ei [~hteen, he c on t inued priva te 

study a.t night . In 1820 .. Dul.oz be c ame proof- reader at the 

pr intine entablishment , Everat . There his contact wi t h m~m 

of l et ters was f requent . ~mong those contacts , ho f ound n 

f Ol'me:r sch oolmate, Iii . Al,ff re y , who , i mpressed by the profoB -

\T} MHrfe-:" L6uroe-~Pall1eron , "nuloz and His Friends , II 

Revue dee Deux Mond<6s , Fe b . 15, 1.918 , p . '721 - 760 . 
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sional competence of the young Buloe , proposed an associ -

atlon in which the tV/o would direct arevlew.. This publ1 ... 

c ation was the Hevue des Deux ~des , Journal de~ Voya~e.~. 

Found,edsome mont.hs before , it was dying fast wh en 'M . Aufft'ay 

came to its rescue. On February 1831, a contI?e.ct wa s dra1fvn . 

It stipulated th tl t F. Buloz would be editor-in-chiaro! the 

nevu~ ~ ~ Mondes, with an annuity of twelve hundred 

fr ancs lind an adell t10nal t wo' francs for eachsubsCl"'lp tlon. 

Books and paper were expensive at that time . Madame 

Pailleron Cites the struggle and demise of aome of the 

revi~}\va of the day. Howevel', the young Savoyard , a gal lery ... 

slave for work, detarmined to realize his drear.1and to save 

thE) journal. With little manoy and faw subscribers, he set 

out to find t alent in youth . 

The Hevolution of July had brought hope and peace and 

had rendered to I1tel"ature many minds previ ously occupied 

wi th politicB . In 1844 , Ste . Beuve wr'ote of the b eg inning 

of the Revue, "vllhen it began thi:c t6~n years ago, it had 

ruther the appearanc e of Ii magazine . Naturally, it had to 

app eal to youn g men-- to nlen v.n.o conslgrled to it their " more 
• 

or less' clnim to celebr! ty. " M. Rugo, 'M. de Vinny, soon 

M. Alfred de oset, George Snnd a nd in the midst of all 

that M. de BalzBc, M. Dumas and "'others who didn't mind 

being named beside them , ti were c alled upon , even be gg ed 

to contribute the ir pen to the common endea vor. 

Few men have had more quarrels and lawsu.:1ts than M. 

Buloz. Cfi lled the "bear" of the Revue, he was d re aded and 

often caricatured. A solid charaoter , he had "des amis 
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d~llcleux" whom he guarded jealously. Alfred de Vlgny 

appeal'S to be among the closest . 

I ndependent of spirit , Buloz hud one obsession . It 

was the Revue, and in regt'tr d to t h is I anY' attempt to change 

his policy was futile . An anecdote conoerning an article 

on J{a nt by Cousin is amusingl y rev~ing . flb.e article had 

b e en read a t t h e Acf.t(iemy of Mora l Sciences and an announce-

ment of 1. ts publica tion in the Revue had been OlLlCS . 13ul oz 

refused to pu blish ' t h e a rti c l e , {tBut this is a trea tise of 

the first ordel' , " dechu'od t he aston1shed Jules Simon who 

hud delivered the article . III don't doubt It,U r eplied 

Buloz , "but it Isn't for Cousin t~Bt I publish my Revue , 

it is for people or average intelligence . I have read tho 

article fro'en beginning to end, and I don't unders t and (I; 

word 'Of tt , and I shell never publish an art1cle wh ich I 

do not understand . " 

I'No one before him , " fHl1d Rl"unetiare, "hos done what 

he has done . n Even the, English reviews were s til l in the 

hands of poli t ical pf1rtio-s serving fi r st t he interests of 

t he party, and t h en thnt of litera tur e . Few men hllve held 
~ 

t he place of Buloz 1n French literature , a 11 ttel"e.teur 'V'lh o 

has wvri t ten a l mos t nothing . Beglnnln~ wi th t h r e e hundred 

subscripti ons , the circulation of the Revue had reached 

twent y- five thousand b y 1868. 

In their modest f acili ties on the rue des Beaux Arts , . a 

close bond was aoon formed between the editor of the Hevue 

and his colla:')orators . From the beginning , the name of 

Alfred de Vigny appears in t.ha summary , first aoc ompanying 
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:thet~se~nes du D(tS~l't,U then the fJCon~ultGtlons du Docteur 
'! 

lfolr. fr Concer ning the l ast book, Bulo3 wrote to Vigny, "I 

must s eo you to tell you th~ grtHt t pleasure snd admIration 

r hevee;c-per'1('f·nced 10 r'EUldltl~ stello . ' When a I'Gv1etl han: 

. rQached the point of publ1shing sueb beautiful thlnga , 1 t 

1s tho f1rst in the: wOl'lld. It 1s to you that lowe all this . n 

Relations 'be tween F. Buloz otld Alfred de Vigny were £.I1\7&y8 

cordia l . and they rema1h:ed sincere in spite of Salnte-Beuve 

and Gustave Planche , tho fir·at whos e idola.try' for Bugo was 

exeesslvo ; and the seoond vlnoae inex,orable critioism just 

missed the polnt of seps.:t'atln~ the rounder or tho Revue 

nd his Qollabortltol~ . 

Compar1son EH:)etUS to be e. French obsess10n, "mel fol' 

a time there &pp(H~l"ed to be \ildespread delight among l1te.rery 

men in opposing UU30 und Vlgny, This rivalry Wfl.C dlsbotlvten

Ing to Vlgny. Conoerrdn€ the Feul11es E!. f Automne and the R2! 
a tamuse, Sainte Beuva took' the occasion to \yr1te in the . _____ l _ _____ _ 

HeVU(): HAt ha.rdly thirty, he (Hugo) hes' made ao unique 

place for himself in our 11 teraturs-r ... dram.a, novel, poe t !'y. 

Thi8 writer 6xcel.s ~. in all . tl Wounded, Vl !tny compln!nf!d to 

.\1102: , demand1ng a note of rect1.f1catl on in the Rovue. 

uloz was not dis posed to comply, but he could tske no 

chances with V1eny. In the chl"onlcle of 11ovenlbet' 15, 1832 , 

tll.e editor pointed out that the poet (Hugo.) would be the 

last to pusb such a. claim,. for , 11e (}OntltlUed , 'rl l es I .. amt:t.rt!n6s, 

les V1gnys, lea !lsI'lmees, all Eutce l l ed Intheip own d1raotlon . fI 

19ny wus more off ended by the l"ectltioation ttu"n hy the 

artlole of Sa1nte Ueuve . Long ~fter th1s # Buloz Vlrote to 
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Gs 'orgs 86no , "Do you recall that notice in the Hevue 0.1' '31 

or ' 32 which beg an Il Tout releve de VictOl~ Hug o , dr ama, 

reman; p06sie1" He cont i nued, ffl still remember the s torm 

which arOSe on one s i d e and th-e I'n1.1101'Y on the ethel' . I 

p r omised mysolf then never more to be duped bysuchch&:rlo.-

tan i sm',eli 

In 1833, Vigny g8;"0' his charmIng It Qui t te pour la l'eu:r" 

to the Revue . Ooncerning this, ,M. Bu l oz wrote to M. Bucage, 

It Alfred dosen' t SC8 @m to be sa,tlsfisd with 1'1 va hundred francs 

for h is proverb . It ie good l'ecompenae . I dontt doubt that 

we will get it (the play), b u t I would like to cut short 

his hesita ti on . I'm oounting on you to say ' two words' to 

Madame Dorva l . I pray you, my friend , don' t neglect this • ft 

Th e novel I Laurette et 10 Cachet Roug e !' was t he cause 
L --

of the firs t lawsul t by Buloz for the Revue . It w'as d i ree ted 

against the Petit Courier' des Dames , which c h ang ed Vigny 's 

story somewhat , g ave i t a new title, and published itln 

four installments . Two tholls e.nd fl:'ancs was the suit; the 

rOGult was a f ine of one hund red a nd sixty fr a ncs to t he 

delinquent and one hundred fr a ncs damages t o the Revue . 1m 

insignificant event, but the newSpi-:l,pOl'S played 1 t up , 

es peci.all y a ph rase used b y the attor'ne :-f for the Hevue, "La 

prose de M. de Vigny est h oI'S d e, prix . n Vl gny WQS offended 

and demanded a letterfr-om the attorney , s,tatlng t h at h e had 

f a l sely decl ared i n t he name of Buloz t h at the p rice of 

the ma nuscripts of M. de Vigny wns 8:1(cess1ve . 

Following a regular sched ule Vign y 'Worked at night 
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and · went out at dawn . His arrival a t the Revue weal'ing 

a romantic cloek wa s elways a sensation. Concerning this 

romanesque garment Paul de Molene s wrote, "M. de Vigny weers 

the cloak to hide his ... ., ings. II 

The day following the first night of Chatt e rton, M. 

Planche wrote disparagingly of the play. Howeve p , Buloz 

inserted a note in the same issue, lI We hope that the popu

larity of Cha tterton will red ound gloriously to the credit 

of our collaborator. Vigny was offended .. "You have refuted 

nothing in your comment , " he wrote to the ed i tOI'. In the 

Hevue of Ma rch 1 , 1834, the editor commented in flattering 

t erms upon the great success of Chatterton in spite of the 

judgment of t he critic (M. Pl anche). Alfred de Musset ex

pressed a similel' thought in a nons ensical sonne t wh ich he 

dict a ted one evening to Geor8e Sand. For several reasons, 

Musset , too, hated Pl anche. After his rupture with G. Sand, 

Musse t wrote to Buloz begg ing him' to get the sonnet and 

to burn it. Buloz obtained the s a tire, so unlike the 

verse wi t h which we characterize Musset. t appears in 

Mt.'1 e Pa illeron' s article , in the Hevue . 

Though he r:lEly have only partially succeeded, Buloz 

was always trying to pacif y Alfred de Vigny. In snother 

section , I have quoted the poet's letter to the editor on 

the sub ject of Chatterton and t he editor's conciliatory 

r em arks . 

At th~t time it was the s tyle for l ad ies to co l l ect 

poet~c t h ough t of literary men i n personal i nsertions in 

their albums. A letter from Vigny to Bulo~expresses regret 
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ths.t t.he p.o·~t n8 nat at h&m, when the .~1 toroalled .1 ub 

t .htt ~lbum ~f' Mlfd$rn.ft. Bulos. "1 'Ii" tt.o,t ... ndlng rll:Y PO" wi th. 

thUs letter," w1"ot~ the po.t in 1836., wbeoau •• I want 10,. 

to ea ll tor it p*r'O;fullly . tt The .'.me pOtt!f.l,. "1'1 t ,ten to~ th. 

m1.('l-Lentel'l festival of lS'3~ wa, publieb-edtor the btn.ttt 

of t he pOOl"~ 

In 184, \'ISA1 publlshed t(\')~~ ~t hiB ph.1.1asop.n1qal. po._. 

ll') the Rewe . BbtOf'e glvi,ng to it the ft Malson d~ Bel'S."'· 
'Whioh apPe$ret'! the tollo-wing 1"&1:, he wrote to hie triend 

' E. 'd~ 1& G.rs.nge t "'I Bmw!'"! tine fi,lttHlJ" poema. but •• th.!' tbe, 

are pr1n\ed or not i~oe.8n' t I!ftke any eU.ttel'enoe. MJ hU\rt 

1s l:"<ll .ieved. El btt When they' a:re writte.tl. There are Stl many 

th1l\'S8' whi·oh oppree,e m$ ,and aO:Qut wh10n I no".r flp_lh 1\ 

did TJl O good to wrlt.," La MQrt au LcOUp."' 

Aftfl,r 1844 V1gn7' M\$$11etnt tor t..,n ,.,8:" It aowe.tr. 8\11,0. . . 

aollcl ted. the, eOllabol"8t1.on of the poet aontlnUC\181,., In 
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H349 tho po., wrot" f "YO,u k •• p I)n talklA6 to 81e about a eteoon.d 

Cl·onstllt$tlon or ~~~'\lr .N9a,E. 1.t1ou ~ver MV. 1'. it will be 

the third, tor I bav·a bUrned tn. second on.. It m1ght have 

f!lvon naw til\1thorlt, ttt ,a s.~u<llne .. but dangerouI14ea ( eulc14~ 

ptlrw.lps as 1n OMt\'eFt,on.) I"ill notsorPJ that It .en't 

publ i shed. I 'Y<t not g1ven up tne UI ... of a ·oontlnua~10,n 

01 ;tt·~1g. Hbw~'ifer ,. I bell,,,. that th1fJ 1an"t tn. ticse to 

publi Sh It.tt 

In 1850,. 'V1gn, fell $etl0Q:$ly 111. !Uloz. not knowln,!. 

of t he po.t' , illness, Wl'otfJ to hIm conC!ern1os somethlng 



f or -t he Hevue . (fhe poet a ns wered , tlFor s evera.l days I 

have been i n dangor " I believe that you , like the others , 

did n ot know it .. I have volumes of l otters from you re ... 

minding me of this second consul tat io,n . Far _from repJ'oach-

_ ing you , I thank you, for 1 have looked upon t h is insist-

ence a.s a ma:'k of esteem , and oven of at t achmen t . I run 

fa r from f or g e tful of the Revue , for t hroe months never 

pass w1thout my refusing to oontribute el~Hn'lhere . The 

reason that I g ive 1s that the Re vue des Deux Mondes , 

of whioh urn one of the first r ounders , has alwa.ys been 

and. al'uays Vi i ll be l.Iy literary organ. Come to see me on 

FJ.~lday or Sa turday en'" Sundayl" 

In 1854 , Buloz ob t u ined the Boutel11e a 10. Mer . 

I t appe a r ed on February 1 of that yea.r . Two yea.rs lElter 

vi gny wro te th at he coul dl'lo longer leave his h ouse on 

account of his oym suf f ering and his wife ' s illness. 

The l ant let.ter written by the poet and uppearing 

in the correspondence of Buloz bears the da te J~ne 24 ~ 1857 . 

Madame Puilleron felt sure thut other lotters followed . 

Vigny wrote , It If you v10u l d spoak of othel" things except 

your dreams , I would go to see you more often, but truly 

you keep coming baok to those castles in Spain, the 001-

l apse of which al ~&YG se ems to us t onish you . The higher 

.Nt~lms of apt have beo ome so obscured by recent wri ting 

that it would b e a task to b l'lna light to them . -It ' s 

not easy for me to go to see that a bstr f1 0t be ing one calls 

the Hevue , but I Sh&lll bO to see you and you G. l one . I 
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have been acting as nurse tl.l1 wlonth . !l' 

After studying the 'oorrespondence between these two 

great souls , there 1s l ittle doub t of the underst anding 

be tween them . Dur i ng th e ir assooi a tion, there must h ave 

. been occasional d iffertmces t for rk:ne . PailleI'on concludea 

hel" BPtl c le by s aying , fI:In Bpi te of t heir incomp a.tibi11 ty , 

the y always end ed by und orstanding each other . ,1« (2 ) 

These d if.ferences revea led in Vlgny ' s correspondence 

with the editor, rm d in his lattal'S to another callabora-

tor of the Revue, the poet Brizeux , and also in his corr.ea ... 

p ondence with Madarre d f Ii-gould, see!..~ to be onl y s l i .n:ht dit-

rareness of temperf:l.m ent~ 

Gustav. planche was literary critic on the staff of 

the Hevue des Deux Mondes during the first years of its 
---~ ---

existence . In a s eri es of articles, » Po~tes at Romanciers 

moci(n~nes d e lit Fro.n ee, It on e l:n~ t l cle if! de voted to Alfred 

de Vi gny. (3 ) Plan che believes that .!f one were to pRge 

at l engt h the historl cfa l b iogr kph i e s of' the great, It would 

be d 1.ff icult to find , e i t h er in mnc i ent 01" modern thro es , 

s. wri t e l' \'\1h t) frota the b eg inning t o t h e end of his 11 terary 

Clin'eer d e,v i a ted so Ii t tle from the convictions of hts 

youth . 

Although Plancho feels tha t the biogrla.phy of a wrl tar 

who 1s stlll living oh oul d be approached with reserve, 

still he finds the presence lIundar tbe e~restt of a poet 

who IHu:J f ound in perseverance an d in p i ty the s olution ef 

life '.s problem,. to be a mple occas ion f or a critical assay . 

{2 } Revue des Deux j},~ondes 1 . February 15 · nns . 
(3 ) ?lnstivelJilnnche, ":Alfred de Vigny, " Revue des Deux 

Mendes , AUgust 1 , 1832. - -
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M. P1 Ei.nche ' s narra ttve of tho life of Vl gny differs 

li ttle fl'om tho t foun d in o ther biographies. Concerning 

the thirteen -years which Vigny s pent in the arm;r, Planche's 

t hought i$ th at the poet ohose this career as a l ife of 

least resistance, an isolation untroubled by society where 

t here \vould b e t l me to think and to wrl te. e credits the 

poet wit h a desire to please his parents , but he looks u pon 

this n eta t dans I e mondeflaa one in vvhich the reproaches for 

an inconseQuentiRl life cOt~ld be avoided by Vlgn y , and 

where ho would not be called upon to par ticipate in the 

po tt y arguments of th e 11ter-lolry msn in Paris . 

Amon G t he striking elemen t s of the poetry of V1gny, 

Planche stressos its nel ve a nd s pontaneous variet y of 

content, and the s eeming s ense of inconsequence in the lnten~ 

tion of hie work. This lack of a rchiteotura l plan does not 

mar the poe t's work . ifElloa" ri';~13 the most beautiful 

ages of ,!{lops tock, according t o M. Planche. Although the 

s cene Gn d the actors possess not a single element of reality, 

yet the " peripetie,1I and the f,fct6noUMentn contain the loeBl 

a.nd absolute truth of nParad1se LoatH and the ft Messl9.h." 

M. Planche chose only a few of t he poems of Alfred de 

igny for comment . It is s urprising to find the dramatic 

cr l tic of the _R_B_v_u_e des pauX'. Mendes so casual and a pparently 

unstudied in his cr1ticism of Vi gny. It would seem thl3t he 

chose to rem ain unaware of the grea tness of the poet . In . 

" Mo~8e," the cr1 tic admires the naturalizat10n in French 

or t he Iiebra~_c vers e of the prophets I and s peaks of' it 8S 
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a II bc l e.mploi" which recalls" Athalia" and the "Oraisons 

Fun~brea . 1f In ItDolorlda , " M. Planche regrets the frequence 

of poetIc paraphrftse. He finds its eloquence too labored 

but praises the exquls1tf) quali ty of the verse . The "Deluge" 

sins by its own confusion" &no M. Planche finds little 

merit in this poem. ftS ymetha tf and the ff Bain d'une dame 

RO'C'la i ne ll recalled to his mind the ancient manner of Andre 

Chenier . Although the critic sees in nOthello" a work of 

fine versification, still he regrets that it is direct 

translation . He cla ims that Vignyfs e,xecution 1n style 

would bosuperior if h e were concerned wi th sn original 

idea . At Q later date when Al t"red de Vlgny published 

his successfu l play, Cha.ttert on, M. planche aeemed to have 

devel oped little appreciation of the original ideas of 

t he poe t . Apparently his conception of 8, dramatic criti c 

was one who gave only negative criticism. \Vha tever his 

convlctlona, it is treue the. t there was often friction be-

tween the editor of the Revue and his drsmutic critic . (4) 

It is clear tha t M. Planche had little understanding of the 

new ideas,snd i f he felt Bny admiration for Vigny" we do 

not sena e it in rending his article . 

Although Chattert~, a drama in three acts,was written 

in pl"ose, and t her ef or e not intrins i cally a pllrt of the work 

of Alfr ed de Vlgny to be considered in this pupal' , still it 

is o11tstandlng as tho fir ·s t dranH:t.tlc s uccess of the Roman ... 

tic School , and because it pl a ;,red an important role in the 

life of t he 8uthor, and 1n his r elat ionship with the Revue 

(4) , Fran90Ie Buloz, "Reponse au ·sujet de Cnatterton," 
Revue des ~ Mondes, Sept. I, 1835 . 
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des -Deux Mondes. Chatterton appeared f or the f irs t tlme 

a t the Theut r e- Franc,ais on February 12 } 1835 .. In thi.s 

p l ay Vi gny took up t he t hene of his no vel, -StellD . I t 

was that of a poet' s maladjus t men t to society . 'I'he ep isode 

on which the pl ay is bui l t is one of the three t o l d by Docteur 

Hoir J that of IU tty Bel l £l nd the dea th of the English poet, 

Chatterton. The poa t ocoupies a r oom i n the a t. tic of t he 

home of John Bell , husband or Kitty . Ki tty piti es and 

t h en l oves the r.1 i sunders tood write.!'; she hid es her l ove 

becaus e she 1s n good i''J omao , mother of t v.ro children , and be .. 

c aus e of the influenc e 0·1' the Quaker who p l' ea.ehes mods .r a tion . 

Ohatterton is accused of pl agiarizing the work of a poet 

of t h e tenth cen tury . When he r ea.ds the announcement of 

t his d i scovery in the nE3'lvSpaper , he decides to comm i t 

aUicide . He 1s dissuaded .from action by t he Quaker and Kitty 

Bell . Chat terton has wr i tten to the lord ... mayor of London 

seeklng f inanc i a l hel p _ Althou.gh he believes he h as found 

a safe hidi ng pl ace from h is Bssoci&tes in the home of Ki tty 

an d J ohn Bell, he 1s d iscovel:'ed by the l or d .. mayor himself. 

Accompani e d by two dlgni taries , Lord Talbot and Lord r"'aud-er-

da le, he call s at the home of John Bell to offer Ohat-terton 

a position fitS domestic servant in his household . rrhis 

humiliatiotl i s more than the s onst ti va poe t can bear . He 

goe s to his room and drinks poi son . Kit t y follows him , 

declares her l ove , and begs h i m not to attempt to end hie 

life ,. The poet g .l'OWB gradually wea.ker . As he is sa ying , 

" Goodbye, go away l" Kitt y notices an empty vial which has 
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con.tained tho poison . She dies ot 5.;.~Oc}: &3 Chatterton is 

Qr-uw'1ng his l (J,st br et-i th . 

The caleb:rated tragedienne ,. Madan'e Dorval, for whom 
I 

Ifredde Vlgny hud writ ten L &l Marochale d ' .,t\n cro 'lID 
~ ~. " ._------- Qultte 

. 1??~r ~ ,flHl!.'., pl ayed the par t of Ki t t y Bell in the d rEima 

Ch(~ttEH~ton . She played tho 
---~...-.-..- ~ 

r ust as Vigny hud'envisioned 

~ t " whilo corlpos lnf; the plajr .. Modt:ll"JC Dorvf:l \'1tUi f lattered 

b 7 th{~ I\. ttQntlon of Alft'ed de Vieny. (5) He troated her 

like tl dl.lohor; g , an llnUCCtu:: torH3d rolf} f01' t he actrM3;S of 

humble ox'igin . 8he led the poet to love her. 7hon ahe 

NHl11ge.d thn t marril:1p:c lsi th , the cel ehrstod author VID.S lmpo~ ... 

8illle, she tired of h i {J devotion a n d flg~ry, t-l nd beCAme 

unt's l thf1l1 . Vl;my· discovered hfl-r infidel! t.y and tho "groun.d 

ga .... ' s wn;r under his fo .. II 
w • (6 ) e wa s soon to ret i re ~om. 

..,. ub11c li fe. Wh other h1s 111101,. solitude" \"Ins the outcome 

Of' bi tternass townrd Made-me Do:r''lul 113 not cortvin . It 1s 

c01"'tain .. hO~H':V01" I thCl t he wrote tl So,mson f!lJ1d Dol i I a.}t ' shor t .... 

ly after hie 1 .. et1:. ... o!"l(mt in 1837 . 

The un p0l".1.11eled enccses of Gho.ttor ton hud 1 ts rever ... 
~~----~-.......-

\)Ol'ot'ions in p'l.lbllc 11fo . Vigny was rwcuo~d of s tltmlat-

inn: an e l)ldcr:'lic of [l uie lde amont: tho youth of Purla through 

t ho suicide- thorne deve l o ped in Q9p ttorton.. In 0:. l'oviow ot 

tho play .. p ub11nhod in tho Revue Sioe pe:u?C l~ondeG (7) lone 

of 1. tn c.o ... ed!.to!'s II Gl.lsta V(l Plnnche , strQoethened the ourrent 

or! ticism by f urther ndvo:r-s e c omment on th@ pl [~y. Alfred 

de V1gny 'wr ote to Fr encoiB !3uloz about tho sub joct. f~ . 'Bulo~ 
J 

m ffo""bert a~ Traz , Artred Siei \118ny; SZ, t33 . 
(6 ) Ibid . , 8, - 89 . 
( ? ) He'lJ'u e dee Deux Mondes , A01'11 1, 1835 . 

----......- ~ .. -
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l"epliedln h is fI Chron i q ue de 13. Ctulnza ine , tf nn edt t.ol'l ul 

section of his perlodic ta l , by publis hing the complete letter 

of Al fred de Vi gny , tm d ':Jy add ing t o 1 t e note wh 1 chsup-

ported t ho cla i!>.ls of t ho autho·r· in nl.l t.hut he u3aln t a i ncd . 

The l e tter i t~ s o s ho:r·t tha t. I h av e inc l uded it , a s it Wtu:: 

'/ri t t en 1n Pr ench . I n 1 t Vigny stt! tea tha t the intention of 

tho pl ay waa not to s tlmul~ t.e Q wave of suicide emong youog 

WI'i ter's , ":Ju t to poInt out the duty of society towarc. young 

poet.s . JIe flff irttw t ha t suicidE) is II relig ious £.nd tl socj.~l 

orime , but that t t VU1S tHHl0$Sary to s h 01.": the. tO t 'tUN) o f the 

victims of En n os t ile s ooie'~S~ 1n. order t ha t t!:ie ir pity for 

t h e poet mi gh t be a wak ened . B() th t; h o 1ettar b\ od t h o editor ' s 

rep l y strQD.gt hened the t h esis t h £l t .Alfred d e- Vl gny waa at 

all tim~srega.rded as £.In i nd ependen t thinker by t he cd1 tor 

of t he Hovue. 'l'he lett·e l' i n the orlg 1.nfll P:rerH~h B.nd til e 

reply, Which I ha. ve judg ed bet tEn" to pender i n l1"ng ltsh , fol -

low: 
, 

LottI's a . j'.,i . le ::';il"ec·teur 

all eujet d e Cblitterton ( 8 } 

llion siaUl' : 

I.e pub l i c, qu i (i bien voulu ecout.er qt~arante fois 10 

drarJe d o Cha t t erton all 'J':!J.eatl"e .. Fl"llnq~1s; at 16 111·e d opuis, 

(\ vu que loin d e cona e ll1or Ie tHllclde~ j I a t . di t "La 

s uicide est un crime r Gl lg1.(HJx at soci a l , c 1 est tnS contlie--
. , , 

t iou ; male que pour toucher 1& societe, 11 fall.it lui 

montral" l.a tor tux'e .des ·vic t i mes qu e fa i t son indlfferonce . 

(8) Revue- don-- Deux !~onde-:; , Sept . 1 , 1:835 • 
...;..;...-...;...;.. .-.-- ------
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Ch~que mot d e cet ouvrag e tlen t a cetto idee at 

dem ande au l~gisla teur , J our la plti~ , le teMpS at Ie pain . 

" "eutllez a pprond re co f o i t au leg is l a teur r,l . Char l e -

magne qu i (le 30 aout) vient de de s i Gne r ma n ouvrag e comme 

nsei l3nan t le su icide. 

II ns t trist e de parler pou r ceux qul DO savent p as 

entendre, et d ' ~cr i re pour c eux qui ne savan t pas lir e . 
/ , 

Agreez l' as suran ce de ma haute c onsider a tion. 

'te o Al f r ed d e Vign y 

Ra p ons e a u 8u jet de Chatter t on (9) 

This 1St claim hr i n o58 t o Mind the <; olmtless debates whi ch 

.h a ve heen ~olng on for s orne time !I ll l e tl'i blm e at au bur -

re flu , 11 on the fa tal c onsequences of t h e ne w litol'llry works, 

bo t h on the s t uge a nd in print . In all cases it is t he 

I i tera tUl'8 of the d ay whi ch lfl called upon to nccount1 and 

to a degre e f a r too conmon and f a r too rid iculous . We can-

not p r a iH e too r:1 uch the p:rogres~j in Chri s tian humili t y 

which is b einf~ mB d e eoch day ~Jy li tern!'y men . In the same 

sesslon of Aug us t 30, M. 'rhlers s ai d to u s , Il por f~L VO ye a rs 

th~ the a t e r has 'be e n a free a gent /l nti f Ol" flvo years, 

I sea thu t :l.t has p:'oduc ed nothing Good . If among thirty .. 

t wo million ln~lvidu Bls, you can produce nothing Good, I 

s h a 1)_1 a s a consaquonce, de om it neceaSHr,.,. to r evoke this 

l i bert y ." "61 co no Bont ses paroles expresses 

G' en est Ie 90no -------" 

II And bes i des, If concludes t h e od i tot', II M. 'l'h lerR cloes h im-

solf too r.ll..lCh justice in stHtin i3 tha t 1.1berty ha n been 

rg-T- -roTd~-- ~-- -- - - - - ------ -----



a. llowed us . Hn isn' t qultE'l s o Guilty; be hn s suppl ied him-

se l f wi th n few police~en Bnd key in orde r to clos e ma ny 

theaters 'fJ11 ich wero he l pless in the face of such sudd en 

Bnd hasty censure ." 

The bond of under3tandini~ and sympathy be t ween th 

edltor of L:'l. no'llu o Bnd Alfred d e Vi gny is a s clear hero 

as i t is in other instanoes . 

Aft er gOing on to o th e r m~tter8 , tha editor conclude s 

:1 i8 chron'Lc1e with Lhe announc ement: 

M. Alfred de Vlgny will shortly ~ubli 3h an important 

'lOrk entitl ed " Servitude et gra.ndeur rni11taires." ~ . Buloz 

seemod never to have nissed an 00030 10n to c r edl t th e name 

of /l l f r ed d e Vi gny in the public eya. 

An article published in the Revue in 1841,(10) but 

obvious 1;; w1"1 tten before Vis ny retired to hifl c ou ntry home 

1n l837~ reflects the independent policy of the Revue toward 

the Government . It 1s a furt her proof of the esteem in 

which the periodical he l d " the independent- minded wri ter . 

Thi s l etter which compr i s e s about alxty pae es , begins 

'i t h the lin135 , "'1'11.i8 is in no wa y a novel; it is a story 

o f yor;terda v, todny , and assuredly tOl'1 0rrow . " Mlle. Bedsine, 

daui;hter of a deceased poet, of whom Vigny ha.d spokon in his 

" "e i l 1: oo do V1noenne8 , II h tld come to V1gny with hal" sad tale. 

She \7ae sovent y-four, destitute and almost bllnd . Literar y 

eir to hoI' fcthor , she had , according to t he then exls t- . 

ing l aw , been forced to re l inquish 811 rights ,. ten ye ars 

a.fter hls d ea t h . ll. smnll pension, granted by the Emperol' 

\WJ--.nfredde Vigny;-frOf-Mrre-~-~Sedo.Tne~-and.r:;u-Pi;o-prTet-e 

Littornire ,rI Hevue des Deux Mondes, Jan. 15, 1841. 

48 



and ·oont1.t)ued by Louis XVIII . had been subseQ.uently c'ut 

t o Glmoat nothing . Vlgny rooount8 the lif e und wol'ke of 

thopoot 8edldne , bu.t movo of' the works than the life , for 

be feels here, au 1s his oustom, that it 1s not neoessarY' 

to probe the persoosl pelntlonships of the author 11'1 opde%' 

to give G just appreciation of his work. Me QIlalyzes 

8odaloe t s wOl'k nod praises h1s seose of dramatic oompost .. 

tl0l!h I n ap1 te of his talent, the poet was not rioh. 

Vlgny prof'its by this olreumstanoe to take up, 1n passing, 

the thes1s upheld 1n Obattepton. After that , he oomes to , 

tho, famous l aw of July 19 , 1793, ~lah had l1mited the 

use of I1teNlt'Y property to ten years after the writer's 

death . A bItter prote.at against the law ensues. Vlgny 

states that the dis nl t y of Q man of' lette.rs who had so 

painfully aohieve.d 11 teral':,! dis t1notlon dem~nded that hl.s 

tardl ,), end heira bo lett the lndepe-ndenoe to Which it was 

entitled. 

In 1039, M. POl'tnlh had asked the:t the aoqu1a1t 10n 

of lItera r y propert y by the Government be aela yod fifty 

'10 1.11"8. The objeot.1on of tho Government was thnt tho liter

ary glory of oelebrs,ted \'Vrl ters m.1ght su.ffer torouSh their 

work bolng too long held by a jealous family . '!he Cha~ber 

of' Peers would not grant Popta11s ' s request ,. Itowever, .it 

passed a law vb ioh allowed e famil y to petillo all 11 telo

ary/ proparty of ita members t or (l perlod of t h 1!'ty years _. 

This appeared to V1gny to be a most ll10g1oHl solution to 

the problem, 1'01" the th1rd generat10n would thus be expro .. 
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priated rather than the f1rst and the s ec ond . 

Vigny concludes t ha t the problem of tho rl~lts of a 

famil y versus those of a na tion 1s evidently a del icate 

one. The- idea t ogether wi t h the expression bel ongs to 

the one who has conceived it, however the a pparent pur-

pose of the author is to make it a g ift to man . It woul d 

seem just to Vi gny t ha t the property be forever Bnd equa lly 

divided between the f am i l y and the nation. 

Whether or not t h is a,rtlcle h ad any effec t upon sub

sequent l egis l ation concerning literary property is not 

a matter to be considered here . 

The discussion attending the success of Chatterton 

prompted an article by the young critic Sa1nte-Beuve. (11) 

In it, he praised the or1g inal genius of Alfred de V1 gny 

1n h is poetry , Bnd 1n his prose . In an article published 

, aft er the d ea t h of Alfred de Vlgny , t he critic reverses all 

t hat he has said a bout the poet, in what Brunetlere calls 

a IIhistory of h is r ancour . fl (12) The first article sheds 

little light upon the charaoter of the work of Alfred de 

Vi gny, but it indic a tes that Sai nte-Beuve may not have 

dared, at tha t t i me, t o publish the adverse and ironioal 

cri ticisIll which appeared in t he :orre article ~ whi ch he pub-

llshed about the poet Hfter his death . At the ti me of the 

first article , Sointe-Deuve was young , t h lrty ... one , and the 

Romantic fever had not lef t h im. 

flTT-Safn te-':-Beuve~- -frATff-eddeVfgny ,~T He vus 
Mondes, October 15, 1 835 . . ~ 

(12) ' F. Bruneti~re, "Les gr ands Ec rivRins , ' 
Deux Mondes, December 1, 1891. 

(fas Deux 

Revue des 
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Aft·ar the publication of the Poemes PhlloBophiques 

in 1843 and 1844 , Frangois Buloz believed t hat Vi gny had 

been sufficien tly consocrated i n g lor y for candidacy to 

the Academia Fr an9aise . The _Re_v_li_o _d_6_s _D_6_UX_ ~M~o~n~d~e~s proposed 

his name at this time . Af ter beint; r ejected at f our elections , 

he was ch os en to fi l l the cha.ir of the d eceased dr am atist , 

~tlenne . (13) .'. 

Vigny delivered his discourse of reception as a member 

of the French Academy on January 29 , 1846 . One of the co

editors of the Re vue des Deux Mondes, Charles-Augustin 

Sainte- Seuve reviewed the address and published his re 

actions . Althoueh the criticism 1s gua r ded, it is subt le , 

ironical and unflattering . Since it is unlikely that a 

digest of t he discourse may exist in English , and becaus e 

it shows clearly tha t the critic d i d not go as far as he 

might have wished in a ttacklng Alfred de Vigny, 0 Summary 
, 

of tho lI Recep tion d' Alfred de Vigny a l ' J\c Bdemia 1<"ran9aise, " 

(14 ) i s included in this paper . 

Sainte- Beuva beg i ns by tracing a develo pment in the 

t ype of discourses expected of a new academi c ian . It was 

Patru who, in 1640, inaugurated t he oustom of thflnking 

the assembled body f or the honor accorded the new membel' 

of the French Academy. Char'les PerrBu1 t dec ided tha t in

augural sessions of the illustrious body should be made 

public. In his mGmoirs he notes (1 671), "r ga ve a hst'Qngl~e" 

which seemed to l) le:il.se everyone . II Fleehier , the next 

(13) ' t . S6chd, Alfred de Vign!, Vol . 1, Chapter on the 
candi dac y of Aifrea de V gny . 

(14) 8ainte-Beuve , IIReception of Alfred _de Vi gny to the 
}"'rench Academy I II Revue des Deu.; Mondes ~ Feb . l , 1846, 
536- 549. . 
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apademici a n to b~ received after Perrault limited his eulogy 

of Louis XIV to t hirty minutes . During many years the 

"harangue" never extended be yond this time . Even the dis

course of nuffon, an innovation, because of t h e natur e of 

its sub ject, held to the expected limits. The group hud 

formed t he h abit of watching the clock; the eulogies to 

Loui s XIV and to Riohelieu were gradually dropped . After B 

simple opening compliment, the new member was ex.pectod to 

recount in eulogy the life of his predecessor . The response 

of the director wes t wo-fold . He received and praised the 

new acs.demician, and th en celebrated the memory of the de

ceased . The r eception under dis cussion was one of the 

largest in attendance, and curiosity heightened because of 

Vigny ' s previous persis tence in ra pping at the unfriendly 

door of the august Elssflrubl y . Count Mole was to receive 

Oount A;l.frecl de Vi gny_ Sainte- Beuve remarks tha t here 

we have e diversity of type, c apa~le of stimulating in

tense inter·ost. 'i'he session promised much; realiza tion more 

t han surpassed all expectation. 

"'One knows t ho h i gh qua litien of M. de Vi gny , n says 

Sainte- I3euve , " Uis cult f or art, carried into each thought" 

and his ha bit of clothing thought in the most beautiful 

draperies, each fold arranged with care. n From the be .. 

g i nning{of his discourse, t he poet painted a magnificent 

double picture, one of two races into which he gathered 

an infinite variety of spirits. The firs t, that of all 

t he t ,hinkers , contempla ti ves , lovers and searchers for 

beauty, philosophers, poets and lonely dreamers; the 
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second that of men of ac tion of a positive and practioal 

nature , including possible critics, statesmen or literar y 

men . The latter were classified under t he general title 

"improvls 11 teurs tf and , as M. de!Vi gny enlarged his prodi gious 

ly fluctuating limits, it seem~d clear to Sainte- Seuve , that 

it inc luded about everyone from Richelieu to Etlenne who 

was the subject of the proposed dis course . Count Mole , 

the director of th0 French Academy, and a statesman, became 

more uneas y as the clock neared the m~ rk of three - quarter 

hour . Having placed Etienne firml y in the s eoond clas8 

(th ore are no specific words in the discourse which justify 

the accusation of Sllinte-Beuve), Vigny noted one rare 

qUCllity in Etienne . It was one whi ch .Mazarin demanded 1n 

all \Wl Om he employed, that of ha pp iness . Salnte - Beuve ' s com-

ment is terse. Nothing 1s added to elaborate t h is quality. 

Admitted to t h e Academy in 1 811, at thirty- t hree 

years of age, enjoying t he intima.t o f avor of t he ministers 

Bassano and Rovigo, editor- in- chief of the offici . l organ 

the Journal of th~ ,Empire, Etienne furnished the French 

8 tags and the opera- conllque with a variety of successful 

plays . I n em interminable flood of injury and de pres s ion , 

according to Sainte-Beuve, Vi gny reviewed the plagiary 

and lawsui t connected with one of the works of the play

wright . Stainte- BeuvEl adds , nAs vulg f:l.r and lacking in taste 

a s t hese l ast pl ays were, there is not 80 much to condemn. 

tha t one is b ound to parade their lack of worth in public . 1I 

Count Mole answered Vigny with the same frankness which 
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., 
the Ilreciplendatre tl had shown in the exposition of his 

doctrine . "This has become a hsbit in the Academy~ adds 

Sainte- Beuva . "Etienne has been shown to us as we have 

known him , a 11 ttle embellished perha ps 1n his pers on " and 

jus tly classed t1.s n pupil of' Voltaire . " Then camo the rec ti

flcation8~ !11 ~ Mole made them Vi gorously and with acourac y . 
I 

·1e ramal" ked tha t ha.ppl l y , Et lenne had 108 t nothing , when 

in 1 814 he r efused to deliver h1s pl ay Intrigante to those 

who wished to U80 it as am a:rm aga inst the prisoner of Elba . 

Mole j usti fied Etienne as remaining fa ithful, even though 

Vi gny's compl ain t of l aek of generosity mi gh t be justifiable . 

In conclud1nt~ M •. Mole s poke in the name of the Academy. 

Hasn 't t he time come to put an end to dispute , and what 

purpos e will it serve for the future? "1 should like to 

see adapted 8. program "du classique, moins les entt'aves, du 

r omon tique moins 1e f actica, 1'aff~ctatlon at l'enflure , 

Voil~ les mots de bon: . sens." 

Endless comment concerning the cool reception of the 

poet by the dl:rector of the Academy followed. It 1s quite 

clear t hat in bring ing up the old point , of the long 1n-

tervals during "in ieh the new generatIon was barred frOm 

t he Academy, Vigny unnecessnrily antagonized the group ; 

besides , it was not quit e true . In traCing the literary 

g ene r ation , t he omission of the name of Chateuubriand by 

the poet was interpreted as an intent ion a l slight ivhich 

t ho Ac ademy never f orgot • 

.Lt 1s notioeable tha t both Count Mole' s and Salnte-

54 



Sauve t sreactlooa to the ,exas'perf\.t1ng 1nalnuatloIlI (}on

tained 1n the dlaaouree of Alft'ea de Vlgny were mild. , 

Sn.inte- Eeuvo has pa1ntE>rd o.n ironioal carica.tur e of the 

poet t s pers onal appearance and h is l ack of ora tor'ical aPPoHl • 

. We seo t..~e fur-sighted poet holdina his paper at arm's 

leng th oarossing each word with o.D unct1.ouB tone. The 

critio l1mitod his satiro to the peraonL-'l.l qun11tloaof 

tho author. '1'h8 fact that he dId not openly attack tl1e 

poet' a work fl t thin tlrJO a.OOt\1S to ind1cate that he did 

not dare to do so. 

~1$. Care (1825 .. 8'7) Wlis .a brilliant professor of 

phIlosophy at the Sorbonne. m.e eloquencoa,nd broad v1s1on 

attrtlcted a. large public . AGont'cling to (j·eorge Sand , (15} 

Caro is perhaps a bettor oritic than a philoaophor . 

Tho following article b~r CQro discussos the influence 

of Alfred de Vlgny upon the 'Work o.f' dStle Ackermann . In 

this 8.rticlejO (16) Cal'o. points out scientifio ideas Gnd 

trends .\bleb ere agitating the consc1ence of humunity" 

notabl y those of Oomte t.l.nd D,u~wln jO and tbe,1ret.t'ect upon 

philosophic poetry. He roe,1ntlllns that poetry , l'.ke Balance ,. 

has hnd its Age af I nnacenoe und l .ts fI ABe Mur, ll o.n(1 he 

leaves us to. ae s urno tha t his ag e is one of t he l"1pe periods . 

True poe try , btl11eves Caro , expreasesonly one thing , 

t he torments of the hUt::le.nsQul faoing the questions 0.1' 

ita deotlny. Those who have not lived profoundly,8c~roe"!" 

(IS) George Sana , Ftn au !1euvleme Slecle~--'241f.~· 
(16) E. Cara , "Lu Po6s1e Phllo50ph1que a'iml~ los Nauvelles 

Ecoles , " Revue des D<mx Mondes, May 15, 19'74 . --- ------ ------- _. 
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11 underst and tho sublime transla tion of an ~tEJrnal 

quest. . To only those poett! who understfmd this 01~Y, 

1a it given to understand true l yrio poetry and only 

great postry cnn be l yric .. Lifo 1s a seeking , and be it 

_ melancholy doubt or pens:1. va dream ina , all poets worthy 

of tho name ore attrooted by questions of eternal destiny. 

In this El ge, God has be-en dethroned . 'I"here remains 

no one to ou.r se for our destiny. Thus man must renounoe 

bis r age toward tnte--his r age but not his sadness . In 

this Godlena world , plty is nll we have to g ive., and 

Caro pOints out that Alfred de V1gny has adm1rably expressed 
I 

t h1e thought i n fl Eloa . ff The mystic vlr'g1n has given 

everything , het" l mloceooe, hex' beauty, hoaven Gnd her God , 

al l to nppeose the gtOI'm of' ha.te which ruges 1n the heart 

ot tbe accursed . Sbe hopes b y means of sacr1i'lce to 

restore c ulm ina wratbfUl soul and ,having given evez'y

thi ng, she would not hnve her gifts lost . She questions 

Lucifer: 

1f ~V1l1 you be ha ppy, a.t leas t ure you contont ~?U 

1tSadder thun o~lel',, 11 he replies. 

"Qui done es- tu ,,-Sat ao'l" 

Caro does no t oomment on th1.s finnl plaintive qUfn~y, in 

ite s implioity, a devnstot111g1y romantic tlor1 du coeur.1} 

Though "Eloa" b md sprung f,,"om the /;,ge of I nnooence , 

Caro f eels tha t the subjoct mat ter has undel"sone the 1n

fluences of sc1ence for he maintains , it offero man the 

t I'ut h after so lllaDY conturies of sad dissolut1on. I t 

brlnga to man one supre{\~e consolation . "Be assured , God 
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1n not . !\ r,,1ko "Eloa, ft SCience ~IH jll to man , fl Wl11 you be 

hnppy?" Bnd man a.nswers J "Saddor than ever . If Cal-O finds 

t hat hore thE! poet nnnounc eB and celebrat.es the ndvent of 

a nElIi'l doctrine. 

C£ll'O 1 S fu·tl.o1e con tlnuos v/1th a discussion of the 

work of Madame Ack(U" r'lunn, whom he culls a positivis t poet , 

following the insplNLt10n of Alfred de V1 t;;ny".nnd 1n.flueooed 

by t he philosophy of August Comte. 

The l etters ocU ted by Louts rthou(l7} aro psrt of 

n oollection ."r1 tten t o Victor Hugo by Alfred (' e V1gn~r .• 

Barthou states thu~, it is oot hiB 1ntentiotl t o write the 

history of the fr1and£lh1p o f' Alfred de Vi g ny nnd V10tOl' 

Hugo , but only toenrioh it 'with documo.nte whioh \'Ver e be

lioved to be l03t~", lIe believes they prove that durtns n 

twel ve ... year pOl."lod no cloud ·01' distrust appem:>ed betwoen 

the two poets . 

&1110 Deschamps, ch1ldhood fli'1end of Alfred, in tl'O

duoed him, in 1820, to VlctOl~ Hugo, who was at that t tme 

ocoupiod wlth ed1ting t.he flConaervateur T"ltte:Nl.i:!;'e . " 

Viator, five year s young @r than Alfred, had become oelo

br n ted thl'OUgh the appoaZ'n no·e of ntUOO1'OUS poems. The 

youngor of' the p.oots could htwe QSI:mmcd tb~ rolo or pro

tector , but at that time modoDt y was o;u. of t..'l1e charMS 

a t Boni.us developing in Hugo. 

On tho oooasion of hia firs t lettov to Ali'red , 

Victor Hu~o sent his ode on tho b i r t h o f' Monseigneur, 

(1 "'1 J touIs Bar£EO"u, "Lettrea!:neClltes a; V1ctol'" triiiO, 1I 
Revue ~ Deux ... M_o;;.;.o_dc .... s ... , February 1 , 1928. 
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the Duke of Bordeaux . Tho seal of Vigny'a a nswer bore the 

date Octoher 20 , 1820. Luring tho years 1821 and 1822, friend

ship between the poets was streng t hened. .. One finds the 

proof of this in tho eorrespondence and in the unedit ed 

letters published by Ernest Dupuy . (18) Both poe ts ex-

changed their verses lmd t heir compliments . The y hsd the 

flame editor for thei r first vo1umf). Vi gny's poems appeared 

wi t hout the name 0.1' the author, in March 1822 . Odes and 

other poems of ,{ ictal' Hugo ap Po!lred. i n June of the same 

year . On October 12, J\ lfred VIO S a witness to tho marri age 

ceremony of his frien d llnd 1\dele Poucher . 

In August 1f3:::3, Vigny wa s at Bordeaux with his reg i -

ment e He wrote to. VictDr Huge en t he twenty-sixth. "I 

have finished 'satan' , or as my fri end Giredet would say, 

'I have C ovcl'ed the crmvlJ,a a i Now I h ave to go over it. 

It hUB b een ' h ard for me not to a.bandon it . " J\t t he sarne 

time tha t Vigny was writing "Sa tol1 J " l a t er o&llod t! E:loe-,1I 

h e waD working on a tragedy , inspired by Ariosto. His 

burning of the manuscript during an illness is recoun ted 

elsewhere in thta paper . (19) On October 3 , Vi t;ny confided 

to Hugo the pr intine; of the ma nuserlpt of "iUoa . " Six 

days later an infant child of Hugo died ut BIola . On 

October 24, Vigny wro t e a l ett~r which hi s friend said 

rendered s orrow less bitter nnd friendsh i p more cheriElhed . 

Even in h is h appier thirties , pessimism is evident in 

'-'-~~--~---~'-~--"""'fl'T" --.--'--~--- ----~~~ 

( I 8 ) E. Dupuy, A..I.fred de vi ;~ny, 216- 265 . 
(1 9 ) ,.A . Previel , ' ilLes ~tes de Pau, Alfred de Vl gny,fl 

Revue des Deux Mondes, Pebrual'y l5 J 1925 . 

5 8 



Vigny ; HI don't know why one hos created the word conDO-

l ation , 1I he wroto , ll when the thin;; doosn't e ,~ i:3t . One 1s 

temp ted to ory, ' My God l' You haven 't the right to hurt 

me so . I have just been tulked to on the subject, Br a very . 

How does one Come by it ? How is fea r of dea th overcome ? 

"ihen one 1s resign ed t o Ii ve ,one cun indeod be rosign ed 

to die ; the fil'st efr'ort far sur pas ses the second . " 

ninoa.," or "The .s l s ter of' the i\.nge ls , II was published 

in Apri l 1824 . It wa s announcod y La !,fus e FN.H1yuise in 

most flutterin g terms. "In publishing this work, 80 1m-

portunt to letters , we acknowledg e in Count Alfred de 

Vigny one of' t.he origina l writers wh o characterlzen best the 

"physiognomie t of our times . !! In a nother tribute in the 

~, Victor Hut:;o attri buted to Vi any \'Jhom he regarded as 

a master , 311 the resources of a t a l ent suporior to the age . 

Following the l e tters from Bordeaux , Vi Gny anno unced 
... 

Il change of ga.rr ison llnJ the h ope of mc.klng \\'a1', a 1& Du 

Guescl in, currying Into action thou&~ts thu t mi ght have 

gone into solitary (mel uscleSD meditat ion. 

It was in the new gE.rr isol1 at 0 1 01"011 that Vi gn-v was 

stunned ond s adden ed by the prem&ture de ut h of La Muse 

FrnnqBiso . '1'h0 t welfth and las t issue bore the da te of 

June 15 , 1824 . Its demise center ed around the el ection of 

Alexander Soume t , one of the founders of the Muse , to tho 

Frenoh Academy. l"or two months previous, f1re had been 

exchanged between the l~cBdemy and t he Muse . It was opened 

hy t he wi l y Chal'l es Nodier in an att a ck aga inst the classiCS 
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arld i ndirec tly aguim t the j\oademic i ans . On April 24 , in 

u solemn sess i on of tl:1o ACI1demy , M. Auger pr onounced. 

veritable "requl s ito lre" aga i nst Romanticism. The young 
,. 

mora list , Emil e Des champs , answered In a witty veln , in tho 

S Boe number of La Muse in w.hi ch Hugo had wr it t ~n t ho eulogy , 
of "Eloa . " {Uay 15, 1824 ) Deschamps 's article ur:iar in Ti me 

of Pea c e" was widely d i scussed . Sourile t had to chooso b e -

t weon the Academy and the Muse , and he sacrificed the Mus e. 

·clluse of h is fr iendship f or Soumet , Deschamps resie;ned 

himself to t he oonditions of t he peace, tind one MondllY 

morning in June , both gentlemen appeared before the edItor, 

Tardie u , and killed the review. The assassinat i on over, 

Soumet waR promptly elec ted t o the Academy , and the young 

Romanti c School l os t It s principol vehicle of expres s ion . 

On the day of Soumet f 8 elect h m to the Academy , Victor 

Hugo ~lroto the s tory t o Vigny_ "What ! " re plicd t he l atter , 

"The Muse shnll COBB e when i t has bec ome B power? It 1s as 

t hough mon barred from all port s and oxiled on tho ocean, 

s houl d burn t heir ship st aes . 1f In the s ame letter we find , 

"Your f ine pageconcernlng OUl:' friondshi p has mado mY' he art 

bRat f ust. Tell me 011 that 1s going on . 10 i t poss ible 

that a. dilap i da ted armcha.ir in the Ac ademy c an hold bock 

the genius of the century? I shall mourn deopl y the Muse 

which ws.s our 1 f a i s ceau d ' urmes . t e <s houl d have made a 

nec ond ' Conse rvataur ' of it . I wanted to t Alk to U. Chat~au-

brie.nd , before I left s o hurriedly. JIas, ne spoken to you 
, 

a bou t t he " EloaU I left with him? Is he against me too ? 
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at t s l<~,-e1) on f'1 ght1.n.::; " Wo fll both, ca l l m,ti'aelv~a V.ictoI' 

.. "blah trrGlIlrlS oOnqufu,i<Ot> 1.'1 th@ e l {,ss1c tong'ue . ft A postscript. 

,on the anv£»lop(:"} of this 16ttElit~ ):~aad , IIS~ve it at £.ny pri(le" 

1 t 11 send 1. t prose and VCl'£H) in OI'eel'!: und Arabia:n , if 

. neces s. nrY Il 

'1'140 death of t,no Ml.Ul,e did not Alt~r the f'r 1,f.mdly rela .. 

tions e~ifJting between V1gny and Rugo ~ V1euy took for 

"·~ron0l1.l !l Alfr cd ... Vlo to$'", Hugo repU.ad , ItI , regret n,ot to be 

abl ,a t o return your cnRrt':lil'l$ p:r[)ot of friendship in g,lgnlng 

1tH'lIlf Alfred . HOW6'\1'01" , uinoo :rOll a,lgn yom'self Victor, 

I Q.."n sure 111u6 tt'lousne:;s will not be l ackinc to thtlt tlttl'f!O,. 'i 

"<'rom Pt1.1,l" V1bny ws.'ot,@"I1L 'annul sm:'r'ound>'.! ma.. I {1m 

al one with the PYl:"onaes und~l' my ey(J.s .. . Gnn you b(llieve 

it? I dontt wl.'ita.. HOWOVE;W , I rrn.u:: t put d own a l l t hbt hti\S 

accut'J1ula ted 1.11 my head or 1 vhllll ells or th(~ chag!r1n of 

l iving . r Stl dil?\ml' with solitude unci I cnn no lones!' de

tach royself fr'DL'l .1 t ", 

Itl October lOH4 , .IUfred .... il~ote t hHt h e was \vo):'1£1ng on 

two t1mY~l teres . 't One Jlr!'llat.an t3€\uve" weu)' to he ~, oeque,l t o 

~IElol1. II ~'here ret'J6.1ns only a d.relft of this poem snd 

e i gb.teeu ver seapuhl1shed in the poet ~G ,J'ourn,a l . Ruso wrote 

tha t tl1;e ple,n of 1 t was d iu turbing to frlendeh1.p. Tho 

other poem we,Q "The Deluge , (I wh,1.ch appeEu"ed :ttl 1826 in the 

colleat1or~ " POem(l 3 antiques ~t model'nea .u In writing to 

.. lU@:O of this ed 1 Unn , Vi cny said, HTho t)umber' of (!oples 

will not exoeed the nu.'Ubt)X· of people who understand the 

limguage of l?06tl~Y. Yt)lJ will see that they aJ'e not uum-
,,-:-;'1 .r'/lt 
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Ell'OUS • Poetry must be left to inhabit the bigher r.e g ions 

among men, tho mind of men . Mud would s poll her gtlrmenta . fI 

The letter continuod, "I um $ur-l~ounded by kng.lisb. 

r[;.lrl'l nle~ . I g o horseback riding wi ttl the Ossien b londes . 

f you h~ew hoy poetic thoir nation ls , how t hey p l aco 

genius above ell , h mJ naturt<ll ~ ley fi nd 1 t Lo wHlk 

c~1Lln l 1 1 v'll t h kings . Every ch .. ,:! , QIn nGt on1shed not no nav e 

lmown this 1.)ctt C;t' . rl'hey 1£1Ould not havo killed the Ho.phael 

of our 06,e , my good M'C gro::-. t Glrodot . (20 ) Injuatice 

wounded him to dtHlth . How 1 wish 1 ullgl:lt f i.nd r.t PUl'itl 

our union of La Mus 0 l or I'u t.hor om." old f'rlendships , but WEI ' ---
have too much cesBGd t o ';Je poets in ordor that wc may be 

11 tel'nry . 'I '1'he dellth o f Gir-odet r.loved Vigny pl'ofoundly . 

It is notic E:u;,l e th!.t Vi uny's concoptlon oi.~ the "Doluge" 

13 no t t oroiJ;l1 t.o the pnlntlng of ImoYlHi on by (}11'odet . A 

r:r'~~~t~ent; of the ·" l)t;luge" published in llel~cure undel' the title 

nT.n !)euu t e Ide ol e l! Well) dedic n ted t1i'.ux MonoD de Gl.1"odet . " 

On the day of his mnrl'lago t o ' one of the Ossian 

blondos , AltI'ed wrote , tlMy wife 1~ '1m.lienno , I 6wOOt nnd 

good like loUI' daughter of IOtalto' (Od{)s a t P06Dtes divo1"sea 

de Victor" Hugo) v!hich ShE; lovon as much us we do . Taany 

we f11 i;n thfJ c on t r uot . Only :rOUl" nUI!lO will be. missinG, but 

sh~ ll find 70U soon. n 

It month late-r t he t wo fura11ies knew eaoh o ther , but 

oven then Lydia I 5 h e ... 1th \'1 £:.3 gi vinG Al f red grea t anxle ty" 

NQT-l!i!a.1"ly nfiiet:aonth oentury painter, cloosic in r orm 
ut l'omnntic 1n (l pll';t; he souGht ino pl:ration f' r' oo 

Ma c pherson ' 8 Oan ian d ; . ReInsch Histor'Y of Ar t. 
Char.les Scribne :rs . How York HIlO . ' --
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and h e had to ta.ke PI' 60Qutlons to spare her . He writes, 

"My muse COr:lOB t o aee me and 31 t s b o ~\ ide my sweet wlfe . 

1 ahal l tel l you what Dhe told me . " Louis Bnrthou 1s 

inclined to th1nk that the returned muse inspired. the 

verse of 11 ~eaute ideale , " for t here 1s no poem i n his 

published work whioh app eG.l's to be linked with the month 

of Apri l 1825~ 

On Mil'! 8 , 1825, fl lfred wrote to congratuluto Victor for 

h aving beon named Cheval i er of the L6g1on of BonOl' , on the 

aame day thut LG.mar t ine was chosen. "Tho decoration w111 

become your young figure us wel l as your t ulGot . lI Hugo 

was t wenty- t hr ee . In the same 1Eltter , Vigny s poke of "Tho 

DelugEl ." III don 't mow what d emon 1s pushing me . I have 

Just been forced to add one hundred verses and a chant 

t o ' The Deluge.' Quel Chant' Aux parol es des damneo!" 

It 1s surpr ising t hat Alfred de V1eny was not invited 

to the l.nves ti ture of V1ctor Hugo in the Legion of lIonor. 

The resson roO "'1" be tht.t al one of (tl l the pOetEl of the time " 

he did no t extol this historioal event . Official commands 

were repugnant to tho haughty pride of his genius . 

On November 7 , 1826 , Vi,gny Gent felic1tations to Hugo 

on the birth of his Gon Oh(11."163 , and on the publioation of 

the "Odes et 1301luden . rI Of his aon , Vlgny said , IlPi" ora the 

ho ttom of 'my hem:'t , I cont!I'atulBte you. You have been 

given the one happinoos which has boen den1ed me . That 1s 
almost a compensation for Ine . " 

I. row days l a.ter Vi gny expr essed h is admiration f or 
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the "nOdes and Bl-lllodos . f1 
. III ha.ve devouz-ed your bnlludo. 

rend them , 1 "ing them , I c '!' J thel~ to the wbole world. 

I t. is the poetl"Y 01' fairies and gnomos t ho.t an unbeliov-

ing people neod . ,ft o!' the sublimitJ 0: tho !Oden ,' wha t 

nChs.ntiu3 r0st to f lnd onesel f in the t~Jngl c land or the 

bal 13l1s . Con t.1nue 114 this nu; .. n nor f or our enchantment and 

your gloqr . In t ho prelude of th0 ' Peosnnt , t eighth 

ballad , ! Qrn mau~ like the ' prstendu fou . fir 

A :reur goes by . 'iic tor Hugo hus pu'.J lishod t h e !lOdo it 
~a Col onne , lf to ~vcnge the !'l·crnl:~ls at the Empire , who had 

hoen hU!.!l111ated by the eupprossion of tItleD uue them for 

their '!l ot.ol'ie s . "You ere fine in indigr.ation f:t in 0.11 

thinge . Your' c1aw~ 1;'1'e lndeed the claws of u lion, II cQn-

eluded Vi gn:y .. 

When ttCromwel l lf a ppeared, Vigny felicitated Hugo in 

a publlshecl 10 t tel", "li Vl'O immorteJ. , <~o lG.3$ a1 ouvrs!;", de 

l a (;Nmde at l a.r'ge cr itique de 1$ pr·cifuc o . " 

On !"ooruar j' ~5 , 1030 , tho d a y of the) "pI'omlth~elt of 

I1ernan l" Vigr.;; wro te , "I ,1m l~oturnln~ tho thrO'e tiokets of 

• de nora-neer , who i s ill . I oh o. l1 '")8 in the or'chest!'"", . 

lI'huI'sdn ~; VI 111 b" HI day , a. s tr. te of VIaI' , trh .llillph fo):' you , 

eternal frlendshi;.> for ::Joth of us , I hope . l ~ He cUvorted , 

~~:r poor Lydia can only be ut easo horb:~>n tully . If Then 

he returned t o tho s ub j ect of \I I bBg you t. 0 hold 

preciously the aoate of ~ . d10r6landos 0t Dancidlo t . Hllve. 

you n tickot ttl tho firct galle-II'len for a young ror1sn-:;ic 

atude,nt named :3uchey" ~n d a second f or my new Il ll)l'~l il'e f 
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.. , . LeVQVIlS oeUl· ?lt 

A letter of Marah 26 , 1831--"lf I badn 't a 'oointure 

de dOlAleurs' fo r several days, I woul d have be en to tell 

you as :t tel l evo);'yone {/ho approach es me how deligh ted I 

i,':.(: am \t1th t h e r eadlng o f ' La Hoi !famU3~, 1 delighted wi t h 

t ha or'lg1nal and vigo~ouB chllI'actor , 8urp1"i3ed by the com1c 

wit of t h t. d i alogu e . Your Cl"omwell remulus in my memory 

as you d o in my h eart . " 

Barthou suggests t ha t it mlaht have been tho priority 

acoorded 9thello over He r na.!!!. that mis sed breuklng t he 

fr i endship of t he two poote . 

None of t hes e letters 1s ooncel'nod with t he rolo.tions 

of Alfred de Vi guy (mel MttlO DO'l~va1.. !lowover , t ho POl't. 

played b y the tragedionne 1n t be rup ture of fr1endnh1. p 

betv~eon t h e t wo poe t fJ seems quite Clea r . 

Notes i n Vi gny '9 Journa l. wr i t t en i n 182 9 o nd 1831 . 

s how €l, sQver ! t y of jUd grJEHi t Qul te d i.tfel~ent f rom t he 001:'

d 1E'i:11ty 6 X p r(lS S e d in t hose l a tter:h The gentlE)ms,[l, Qf> 

Sn1nto .. :8euve iron1cully called h im , congr tll tulated h imsolf 

tha t nothi n [l; during the yea r clos ing (1 851) had c t:l usod 

h 1m t o Vl JI:' ito if. 11ne ogo.1nst a li ving perSOn. l 'ub11cly, 

no, but I,~ . B(ll~ thou enda, liTo what revonge did he no t g1 va 

vent in hie Journa l I nt i 'Ue ?fl 

These letter s whi ch wore nub11shed sixty yoors a f ter 

t h(} dea t h of Alfred d o V1gny, ond which nre g1ven twenty",: 
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fou r cOl11pl a te pages in ono lS3ue of the Hevua ~ ~ 

Monden , ilre en nodi ti cnal proof of t he p <u'manent adi tor-

lal policy of the Re'lue rcgnrd in I frad de Vl gn y . ( ~ l) 

F~Ubunt 3r1zem~ whom Ernctit Dupuy (22 ) classeD 8S a 
, 

"poeto poeltlviste !l was introduoe<i to tho editor of t h O 

Hevue con Deux f~ondes by Al fred de Vigny. It '1'18S through 

the lnfluence of Vlgl'lY tb!J.t the wo rk of Buloz bccaoG pub-

liahad . t-l . Dupuy does not tell us in tho urtiole whioh I 

nm about to auramtll' l zo just ,dHm the ·.vork of 3rizeu.'\: was 

publ i shed . 'l'be pU:sYpo~ c of this short 8Umll1.ory of t he thirty-

e iGht pages of the avue des Deux Mendos 18 to or lnit out --- -

t h e re l ot i o nsh1. p nhich €lxisted b etween t h e Revue and two 

of i ts aosoci ~l te~l , and ~. 130 t he rel£d~ionshl.p whi uh existad 

be tween tho tls aocla t os t h emse lves . c!'ho si ~)niflcance or the 

srticle lies 1n tho esteem with which i.lfred de Vl gny '~1I1a 

held by a g l' oup of youngel' ,'ri tars of his dl2< y . It is aig-

nif1c{1."1t too thcl t the Rovue des Doll."< ~ondcs considol'od t h e 
~-

influODoe of hl t r od de Vlsny t o be an i mport&nt o~e . 

"Jhen t he Ho!) volut i on of 1830 d l asoc i a ted the gr oup of' 

Homuntio poets throu .-.;h thl!' d e t&-chmcnt of fl:,iendshi p be tvleen 

Victor Uuee a nd j, l frod rie Vlgny" a r u the r l' ·e~ trD inod El nd 

conservot1vo group , int imate l y bound by peroona l ties 
, 

ga t b ored around the cuthor o f "EI Qa . 1J It wa s u 8r'ouP of 

.(~l) Since tl'ifslo a. :resume of thf) article wt'ltten in 
?r cnoh , quotations ore n ot support.ad r)y foo tnotes • . 
luotat1 on mnrkv nre used to i ndioa t e a pur ely literary 
trnns1a ti oD or t he direct words ' of the s poaker . 

( 22) Ernoet Dupuy, " Alfred do Vigny and Auguste Brlzeux , " 
{ovlle des DEltl."{ 'Mondos , Sc p tombEH' 15 , 1910 , 324.,368 . 
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roal tr~lends who had been so and wel'8 to l'emain so until 

the end . It included h'n:lile and Antoine Deschamps, Charles 

Nodier, Soumet" Ooul:'nnd" de Ln Touche, and Alfred de Mussot . 

Among the lesser lights wero the novelis t;!:eon de Wa'illy,; 

whose grenter claim to distinc tion lies in the translation 

of tho poetry of Rober t Burns into French, the journalist 

nusoni, the satirist Augusto Barbier , and A. urizeux whose 

elegles espeCially " Moria," hi s first and heat work , will 

alwa y-scln 1m for him a place in French 11 terature • . 
It was in 1829 , when he was twenty-sil\: years old, 

t hat Brlzcux published 1n the "Mercure du XIX siecle", a. 

highly flattering review of tho f'lrst complete poe tic v.lOrks 

of Alfred de Vigny_ Ho compared the poet's verse to the 

accomplishments created by the chisel of the Greek sculptors . 

Alfred de Vlgny responded with a letter of wa.rm aoknowledge.

ment e 'In it he admitted that he was looking for a new list 

of s upporters for his IIMore de Venlse. which was beip..g played -- . 

at the Thoatre- Frnnyais. "r hope it will be numerous ," he 

wl'ote~ I'for It is tho cause of youth which will help me to 

conquer . If The answer arrived shortly. !IVoiei une nouvelle 

11sto de conjures, comme VOliS les appelez . .Te les crois 

bien devou6s; d'ailleurs leur d~voument sera facile: 

Othello u tun n 1 r e.vance tous ses adver.sai:res . " This 

strategy., the success Vlh ich was to be so decisive for' the 

premiere of Hernani was inaugura ted and organized for the . 

support of Othello and largely through the effort s of Brizeux . 

Auguste Brizeux was to become lil,i::e Auguste Barbier, a. 

most intimate friend of Vlgny. This intimacy with Brlzeux 
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wao -\3vldent six or sevan months after t h eir first meeting. 

A melodr nnHl anti tied Incendiairo W6,S attrscting PaI~i5ihnn • 
• 

':.'htt tVHluty- savonth letter of' b oollection, culle d the 

Ssl:<:el l al'idt-;S , (83) by VIJn;<r 13 f.ddrGssed to Bri zeux . Tho 

p lay is "1& plus sotta auloQuie at 1& plus plbte lmpiit~ 

du mOfldo 6 tf but admirabl y pl e yed by our only tragedienne . 

'1'h16 evening met I.k~H' . ~Ao.llrf.n . "7hom r,~mo . I"orval iii.doras , 

but whom ahe had not known . 'tfhen the 11tt; le I t alian found 

h er portral t enthl"'t)ned , 11S In u. chtlpul , in tha homEl o f 

Mme . Dot'va.l , the two were like ohild .. 'on , fovoidd an to 6HCh 

othel' until t hen . It gave me such p l oasur'o t.o see thes e 

t wo fmnini,nG tulent" 80 elo£ c to onQ anot,h6r . When rtme . 

nlibl'un lef ti the one toJho l"'ot.lUinod wept .. It is her m,'Y 

of baing amI o f l:iein~~ 'Jouutlfq .. . he UrH.>'fie l:' to t hi s 

let te 13 cnt:l.roly unedl ted and oOt1~pletely given .. 1t 1 

of u rather UnCOtllLlOn ps ycholoGioal ir. t orest fOl'" it r ecords 

p re .. estnblish('){l har-rrloniew which at t!'l'!.ctocl tho two poe ts 

o onoh other' . 

In £1 lettar of 1831, Brlzeux begs t he poet f or prec i se 

,ocument s eoncernin6 his Gh11dhood 6 his adolescence , and 

his tu illtm.'Y life . The ~nswel' to this .lot ter \'IllS published 

fOl ' th(i L' irGt. titllo in the monol ogue of ,f,.lfrsd de Vigny by 

M. tli.u u'!' ice PalooloiJ;uG , ana ;,'epl'oduced in t he colle ction 

Sakellaride s ; it const itutod a sort of pa rtial n~tob io-

l' llph:r . ' :1) to the study wh1ch :3:rizeux. expoc t.ed t o make , 

Cue t svo Pl anche 11118 to woko it in h is s toad a y.e ar le. tel' . 

(25) eovr espondence ot' Alf.r'ed de Vign :'f bo tween-r816- 186~3 , 
c oll e oted, and published by Emma Sake lla!' ide s Culmnn .. 
IJ6VY, Furis 1905 . 
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In lata 1831 , tho two Augustes, ·Srlzoux and Barhier , 

t ook {I. p l easure trip to Itul y . 'I'he nunnor y of Byron seeMed 

never to have loft them ; the J wisb ed to r'e tra ce all his 

foo t s t eps . Tho Revue <.les ~ Mondes , \\hi ch t he:r f ound 

in th"plos , was like u let tel' f rom home . 'I'he y were ove r .. 

j oyed to find there t h e 11 l;i;leva tion /;lur !Ala tm~s d e Mon t 

morenc y . n I n Jul .1 of the your 1 !33:d , Brizoux , 111 at his 

home in Br1 ttanJ I wrote to thtl.nlt Vigny f Ol:' h1$ s ervice in 

c a using tho young poet I ~J verSe t o va publit.lho(l in the 

h evue . ilhon he wus \1011 , Bl'izeux ur lnea himse l f with a n 

pine stick nud sttu ·to6 on a walking tour of' BI'1ttany, 

1n s eur ch of the legend and local color which were to 

' p pOH.r in a work expected to exp~nd into t ho dimensions 

o f ~tn ap ic , Les Dr e t ons . 

I n .Docornber 1833 , EI'lz.o\L'( racoived, through Sainto-

J ouve , an unexpec ted p:r'opo51 t ion . can- Jucqu o< 
, 

.opere 

had bean f or cad to abandon u public lectu:l.'e c ourse givon 

in tho A thonouw .of l:,l.a.r'seilles " 'l'he s uocession was offored 

to Brlzoux und he liooop·ced.. 'l'he sub j ect of tho courso 

was a g ener'a l study of poetry , {lccompa.nied by examplos . 

GuoNlin g h :ilJlf:lol:f ugbinot und UO (;xaggoI'a.tion , I31' 1 ~eux preachod 

the doctrine of Romant icism . He i nterproted to tho poople 

Of h!ul'se lllotJ , tho "Divine ComedY" of lJltoine Desohamps , 

the "Consolations /I o f s ainte - Beuvc , una he $,:,96cia1ly Cor,1-

ln0ndou to them , bocause of thel1~ ori ginality, hi s modalo . 

b-r prodel:tc tlon, tlMoi'Ele " and \1 Blos . " 

Uav1nil: returned to Br 1ttclny . 13rlzeux . resumed his 

tramp throu 01'1 ttany . Ho 1s far f r ot.' Pa r is on February 
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12 , 1835 ,. the da te of the premiere of Chatterton , for 

we reoall the friendl y reproaoh of tho pll.ly-~1ght, 

nWhere W6re you , my f l'itmd ,(It 

In May 1845 ,. Vl :Jn y W(lS elected to th~) French Academy _ 

In June , Brizoux publ :tsheo. hiD lone; poem il Les i3r~} tons ll 

which had none of the unexpected ff flail" f1 und t he brenth 

of yout h of his fire t wOl~k II Marie , 11 a nd did no t 'orin~ him 

g l or y . It is nm., thut V:1.gny prov6s himself' the e a ger I n

genious tl~iend in need. III and dlaoom'age <l , the d elioHts 

and intemperate }'3rizeux was experiencing u tter gloom . The 

new ucademicia.11 who had bocoma a c l ose friend o f the Minister 

of :Public I nstruction , U. d.e ~h .. lvandy, solicited Hnd obtained 

the Cross o f the Legion of Honor fOl~ hia ciishes t' t (meci friend . 

During the 8urn e year , e. l ett,ar f rom Vignydifwloses thut h e 

h as attended to the renGwing of' a p ension ot twelve hunul' oci 

fr'~mcs previously obtained f or Br izeux by Vign y thl~Ollgb. the 

latter's insistence in t,.."'e Ministry of the I nte:d.or . The 

insidious mal~\dy Wilioh wae to c tiU.'r y away Br l2.eux, s tar t ed 

. to torment him at this ti r"'o . He went to tho south o f Franc e , 

. and then to ItE,l y , where he remuined thIrty months . During 

this time hoth Vlp;ny Dnd Sainte- ficuve continued to find 

publishoI's for his w or~k . The ihrCl'naH'os , If lIl'Aorl0 , ft 

"Pr imel , 11 and uNoIa. , 1I Hncl the "Pleur d f 01' 11 were publ ished 

in the Hevulih .A t this t ina , thtj dlr~30toro.r the Revue ., 

wi t h hlH OCc\lS t OErJed dociB ion , j\ldged t hH t Hrizeux s hould · 

be eleoted to t he Jl eademy. After twenty- eight. yenI's of 
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11te317 11te, . Bl'lzeux • . too, became tIr.'" With tblenew 

amb1 tlon., It _. especlal11 .Altred de V16ftl whO .'pou •• cl 

Br lzeux as 8 candidate." Back in Parl, tor the calDpa1gn. 

Brlzeux lDet ta11u" 1.8 electiOns ot 1856 and 1851., 

I n *1 l859.Vlgll1 lee.rnecl ot the deatb or hle trlenct 

1n lloAtpe11.r. He wrote to .. Uon81eur ao,e." " I ehall 

do all that t oan to grant lUI l&et requ .. ' - - tbat. hla 

remalna be bl'OUlhtback to Me .. tlve Brit_l'Jl . I loved 

rum .a thouSb ! had, 11k. 10u., the blood ot the aam' _tber 

1n ., heart. 1; .111 60 t.o tb. M1nilt.r ot :PUblic Xnetruct1.CI"l '. , 

w1 tb 811 the dete-H .• temorrow." 't'he remalt:l8 or 'srlzeux were . . 

bJ'Gught to BrlttaDJ -. lUe broth.r wrot.e to V18tlJ. ~ He lov.d 

,OU .e an art18t, aa a man, .a a poet. and _. a tr14md~I' 
. ' 

I t I have d"el t too much upon lncl.ctente 1n 'the 11te ot 
. , 

the les •• r poet. it, 1. onl y becau •• it seemed nec .... n 
in or4er to retl." tbe qual ltl ... 1eh all tr1,8nd8 qt 

'.1 I 

Vign1 knew 80 ",ell" thoe8 ot a maD, a triend, an art!et. 

and a poet. At · the tlme ot' Srizeux" Ideatb. Jarred de 

VlgDl't wa. sutf.riftS ph781ea11,._ 'However. bene.er spared 

him.elr to help thoae who called upon hllI . ms frlendlh1p 

beeamean art. a nd seemed to be inspired by the sam. 

81 nO'erl \1 and ltV' tor Butter1 ng hwna n1 tJ a8 hla poet...,. 



CRAPTER IV 

LA RlWUE DBS DEUX MO'NDES AND ALFRED DE VlmN, 
, 

LA OOLERB DE SA}1.S0U. LETTERS A~1) REVIEWS PUB-

LISHED AFTER TUE POI!t"T ' S DF.J\TfI. 

Alfloed de Vle;ny lort several manusoripts to M. Louis 

Ratlsbonne , his llternl' !i heir. Only one poem was pub

lished posthUtll0t1s1y 1n the Revue ill ~ Mondes. The 

wr1ter's oontr1bution 1n prose include memo1rs wh1ch were 

not published 1n M. RaUsbonne'o edition of the It.;rourolll 

d 'un p'cote" 1n 1867. These unpub11shed letters were ed1 ted 

by Fernand Gregh. The Revue alao published the oorres

pondenoe of Alfred de Vl gny with the ComtesfJo d I Agoul ,t 

and the poet t 8 letters to th,e Co:mtesse de Ples81s. 

"La eOl~I'e de Samson" was 181'1 tten 1n Englan.d, and 

1s dated 1839 . (1 ) (2) It 1s probable that the poem wae 

inspired by his adventurous love affair ,wl.t h J!me. Dorval. 

For the deta 1ls Vlgny has taken his inspiration tromthe 

Bible a.nd from Q drama. l)y Milton, Samson AlSonlste,s. (3) 

In t he poem b y Vigny, the betrayal of Samson by De11lah 

s ymbolizes the fiokleness of femin 1ne love. The poem 

opem wi th an e labora te pain t1ng of a ~ •• ert soene. Two 

.bldo .. UO ViOl' ot' Samson end Delilah . Samson is 

leated. bela 81.ng1ng runeral eons. ~2.U.1h 1. 

iBeplne;.. After the song, Sums on goes on to proolaim the 

flT-~eVu8-d88~lTe-\lX , 1l0rlCI6s, Jllrluary 15, 1864. 
(2) JO\u'nnl(fru'i1Toe£e, Apr!l 7, 1839 . 
(3) Judges, -cTiipter 14., Verse 15. 
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dootrine of V1@l~r: Man has need of the love of Q 

WOIl1Cin. but the wCltllao to whom he 61 ves hie love knows only 

deoe1t and fals ehood. Delilah Qwakensl Gnd wh!.lo Snmsoil 

sloepsl she betrays hi-, into the handa ot the enemy • 

. In this poem, Vlgny baa nccOtllnodated the Bi ble to his 

pers onal reaction, 1n Q most 01"1g1118l f ashlon . "What 

1a, must be , ,11 is b1s fatalistic conclusion to the betrayal. 

One flnds 1n the celebrated end1ng the bitterness of 

Vlgny : 

nEt toute fetl)!ne est plus ou moins Delila." 

It .. aa not until 189'7 after the death of Lou1s Ita t1s

bonne the. t the uned1 ted fragments of the Journal ~ p. oate 

were a ssembled and sent to the Rovue dee Deux Mondes" A -""-';";..0;.. __ ,;;.;;,;.;--...;;;. 

sutlltt1f~ry of their contents will beconJe part of this paper. 

I f the thought seems I ncoherent, 1 t is because the a.rrange ... 

mentor r~~ . Oregh who assembled the inooherent fragments 

wus publ1ahed 1n chronologicBt, ·order .. 

It 1s seldom the.t two f orces of critioism and orection 

V'fork t ogethar aatho y did .1n the c ase of the Romantio, 

MO\feroent . Salnte- neuve was a 01'1 tic, not 'Only of the R0111an

t1c Movement , but of the ninetefmth century, for h1s work 

continued until the time of his death 1n 1869. trntil his 

time , the soienoe of oritio1sm had been almost entirely 

oonduoted on what may be cQlled pedagogic 11nes.. (4) 

The ot"1tio either construoted f or himself: or more pro-

bably accepted from tradition, a cut and dried sch eme of 

r4T~~(feorgeSG1nt8bury , Hlstorz ~ ?vencE Lltcra~t,ire~ 504. 
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thecorrt.lot plan of different kinds of l1terature, nnd 

oontented h1mself w1th adjus.tlng any .new work to this, mark-

1ng otf lte agreements or d1rfo2:'ences , and judging acoord-

1ngly . I shall not Qttempt to elaborate upon the method 

- developod by sainte .. Seuve, for 1t should be known to the 

reader. It included a study or th.e author and the ob ject 

which the· authop himsel! had when he oomposed the work. 

This methOd had the danger of limiting the oonsiderat10n 

to external faots und of giv1ns a gossip1ng biography 

r a ther than,· ~ cri tlo1s!'lh Another danger was the; t of regard ... . . ,; ... :, 

lng an author ·'88 Ii produot of h1s age snd c1roumstances .. 

V1otor Hugo has etnted tha t aocording to th1s method, the 

question, nI s the work good or 1.8 1 t bad?" remains un ... 

answered. 

As a disoiple of La Roche fouoauld , (after 1848) 

Solnto-B'euV'e believed tha t t:'18.J'l 1s govelmed by self

love.'1 (5) lIe seemed to take almost Malicious pleasure 
. . ~·l~·l-.:~ . ' 

in portrBj1nB tbe ~~8ur.vl va l o~ the ego. nolong1ng to Q 

different flnatu~al tQmUy~ (Sainte- Sauve' a expre,salon) 

he WQ8 lnct'edulous of the so01a l gospel of V1.gny Bnd Baw 

little merit 1n his w()l>k. A shrewd observer, he round 

"no firm anohoraoe for t he spl%"1 t in the movements pe ... 

oullat' to the nineteenth century-. Il (6) 

In the literary or1tiques which S61nte~Beuve published 

1n the Revue dos Dew< fdondee, 11 ttle adell tional light 1s ------._. .-...,.... -..-... - . 

ehed upOn the work of Alfred de V1gny . There appears to be 

(S}It-v1ng BaE151tt,. Mfister-s 01 Fienob Cpltloism 1'75 . 
(6) Ib1d . 198. -. 
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Q sUl1'telt of gossiping biography ota trivial and 

Incon'sequential nature. 81n,ce they are artioles 1n the Revue 

concerning the work of Vlgny,a condensation of them ie a 

neces .. 8sry part of this paper . 

The third critical essay whioh Salnte"'Beuv6wrote tor 

the _R_e.;,.vu....;,8_ !!!!! Deux. Mondes on the subject of Alfred is 

oalled "AOharaotel' POli'trait of Alfred de Vigny." (7) 

_ The critic refers to an essay whioh he wrote during the 

poet's lifetime, and which appeared in the Revue of 

October 15, 1835. It COnsidered the pros.e wrl tinga of 

the illustrious poet. Sainte ... Beuve reoalls that 11e was 

timid then, tremhling while tTJwdng some observation·s 

"a dem! voile'es. 1f In this artiole he' proposes to go 

over some or the same traits then treated, but this time 

w1th more' insistenoe and oompletion . 

Sainte-BeuVe begins try claiming the distinction of 

having authenticated the poet's yea r of birth as 1'79.,. 

It had been said that Vigoy gave his day of blrthas Maroh 

27, 17mh After unflattering 1nsinuations concerning the 

ancestry of Vlgny, Sainte-Seuve cites the appearance of a 

eertain Vi gny whom he aeSUfil6S to be nn uncle ot Alfred" an 

unfortUnate type atr,Bnded in England without friends or 

money. The name of Vigny appeared but rarely in the 

h1stori.oal memoirs of the eighteenth century,according 

to the oritic. He haa found the name once or twice 1n the 

jouI:'nal of the Duke of Luynea under the date April B, 1'741. 

f7T-rrevueaesl}iux~I~onae.B, April 15. 1864. . --...-
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"The K1~g haa just granted a pension of twelve hundred 

pounds to !~ !f de Vlgny, 'ecuyer de quartler,' son of Wi . 

de Vlgny" lieutena.nt general of h:mbardi.e";l".s ~ to whom one 

owes t.he invention of tcaroaases~t aaort of bomb of 

. oblong shape, loaded vd tn grapeshot,.." M. de Vigily had been 

a squ1re of the K1ng for thirty years. 

Sainte-s auve proceed$to reotU'y possible m1scon .. 

ception conoerning t he poet's earlier works. He pOints 

out that although t he poet "s literary debut dates from 

1822, Vigny naa judged 1. t w,el1 to antldate "La Dryade" 

and I·Symetha,t to 1815, both poems included in an edition 

published in 1829 and a g'ain lnan edition of his poetry 

of 1837. Th.e "Ba.1ri d 'une jeune Romalne tl bears the date 

1817. This Intentlonalantldatlng was done so tha t one 

m1ght not say that he had been direotlj i.nspired by Andre 

Chenier. acoo!'dlng t o Sratnte-Beuve. The critic then notes 

t ho t both "Symetha ll and "La Dryade'· are $uperlor in etyle 

to "Helena ft which could not possibly have been writt~n 

before 1821 # a nd nit would be stra n.lj6 1£ t he two poema 

mentioned could have preceded "Helena f by several years!! It 

The authentio . da to of thee·e neo-Greek poems 1s thnt o.f' their 

publlcntlon, according to the critio. In theedltion of 1829, 

V!gny appended If La Dryade" wi tb. these words ttWrl tten in 1815. rt 

For the "aain d'una jeune Romaine" h~ did more, noting the 

pl"eclae day on which he had composed it, May 20, 1817. 

"\"fuy t h ese minute retroaotlve preoautions 1" qU6e tiona the 

oritio. To e.soape vt t h out doubt the reproach of 1m! tatlon 
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ps!'tlc:ul £ll'ly o f ths ,Poetry of Chenier \vh1ch had been pub .. 

lished by M. de tatouche in 1819. "Tout oola , c'ent de 

la ooquetterie encore. P1quante contradlct1o:;.." On 

one hand VlgrlY is accusod of making himself younger by 

two yoars, find on tho other of antl.dnt1l'lg h1s poems by f our 

or f1ve years . liThe critio who believos as little Ole pos

s iblo on hearsay God who 1s always on guard ago mat exoeS8 

precaution , wIll consider only dates authent1cated 'by the 

Pl' lnter. fI It would seem atrange to Salnte-Bouve that Vlgny 

had written anything before l820, s o ins istent is he that 

Vl gny b ogun to write undor the insl)1rat1(m of Andre Ohenler . 

Sainte- Bauve considers the eal'lle r poems of Al fred de 

Vlgny '.n th 1"atheI' s uperflc1a l critical insight , f01' one 

aocepted 9n the fOl'emost 11tel'ary critic of his day" I n 

a tt D'rGtty seleotion," "Le Bal, '" the orlt10 f1n(\s tha t 

Vlsmy bas shown himself lid ' une gl'8.ce aimnble" more subtle 

of tone than in poems whlch follow. He- S008 1n this 

lIoholoe find elegant moraol Which attempts to insinuate 

ltsolt into life , " only Q deplcting of the sentiments Qnd 

oustoms of the dey and, something o f tho poetry ot the 

.Boumots , the Plahulda, Rnd tha Gucl'Quda . 11M. de Vigny 

has glve-n there 0 ohal"tnint; sample of it. " 

In t'Mof aa , " ItDolol'lds. , II dnd ttIl:loatt the 01"1 tic finds 

tha t the poet has attained his gret~tea t. originality. ne 
/ 

remarks tha t f1 l.i;loc" appeared in 1824 , this time with the 

name of tho a uthor . The fnot that Al fred de Vlgny1 a f i rs t 

po~ms, wer'e published aoon::lUloua11 antagon1zes the 11 ter'~ry 
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8eo$1b111 tlee of.' the cr1 tic for he mentions 1 t eevoI'l1.tl 

times. 

Even after Lamartine and Oho.teaubrland , the subject 

of.' "alo,,,," might be cons1dt)l~ed new 'lOG a b1 t strange . Upon 

. seeing La&arUB de~ul , .jesus out of' Vi ty shed a teur . Anae1s 

caught it in fa diamond urn n.nd carried it to tho feet of 

the Eternal l;"a ther. Tbroug,h the desire and inspirat10n 

of' the 110171 Ghost , it suddenly took on life" becoming a white 

andmovl,tlg OQdy, Q lady- ange,l who &nswe:.~ed by the name of 

nca .. " "Tb.1s 18 an sntl1~oli! mysUe and Christian metarllor

phoe is , " remarltl:l Se.1n te- Beuvo .. F..1oa tel t 'Ill t h1n hoI'S elr 

the nacos .si t y of' loving a (1asta'lIO,Y, (mo among all the 

fal l en angels,. instlnot drove her to ohoosaLuclfer. 

Although de.pl.oted 1~ the role ot an aOGel. BIota 1s In-

deed a woman . ., "Sho 1sIiloother EVe , oreated b y the Son, 

WhIle the first Eva waa created by the Fnther..Tha 

seoond taIls harder , snd with lnf1.nit-ely more charm. 

Satan shows himsel f far mOr'a saducing than the S61'pent .. Be 

1s an enchanting Lovela.oe , fl Don JU!ltl Who haD taken on a 

celestial aocent .1I At one polnt in the poem" it appears 

tha t the vh~gln tingel ls . about to reopen Heaven to a 

repentant cr:im1ns.l. rtf~110 knows 1" adds the 01'1 tiC, .ttEvil 

may have oeased to exist . 1f nOWeVe1', it 18 lho. whom 

the ravage,l' lures into the depthS of tho abyss' of Itell. 

Even 10 s1n she 1s happy to be .lost fOrever wlth Lucifer 

f 'or she pitles him. "What does all this prove?" questions 
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Sainte- neuva_ t'Noth1na; perhupfi , Qr at the l~ost, t\ 

satlr10al moral whioh affirms thflt every woman is more 

014 lesa l~ ptlfOl"Oll & t h0lU·t , and that the purest possess 

a woa'knst)s for tlen mauvals .slljets." SsJ . .Ilte-a euve 

queaticmEl whethel' Vigor might he joking in t~h18 poem. He 

conclud(}a, howevor ,that rOl'l'latltlc poats wore not .g1 van to 

plniann t~y , t.htlt. they hsdn ' t oven tho "plus: petl t mot pour 

rire;, fI and Vigny lEHHlI than any otber._ Wha t oOl~ld thls 

& eriouo poet have wisbed '~o: fltta1n 1n thl.u Itmystero 

rajauni ot renouveleU ? "nothing/" concludes the cl'ltlc 

I'except to demonst:r'ate that be. ff~S capable of.' wrl tina 010-

vatod poet.!']." It It 1s da,zzllng itl tone ancl 1n touoh, mOl'S 

magnificent in lt~; eleganeo than l;'X'ench poetry had known 

up to that time . 

f1't,JJontoauaai vita au oio1 que lfaelai~ ~n descend. " 

nel~e I<1e have one of t.hose i mmense images Which otibt"Gce the 

two pole~ s , t B; gl~nce OJ 

A poot l1ke Alfl"ad de V1gny coul d hardly expectt;o be 

understood 0):' to find h1'l1self pOIR~lar even 1n the most 

enlightened oircles II Sainte- 13euve tO$le that tht1 poet 

unde,:\C'stood this only too well " for in publlah.1ng hls 

ancient and modern poems in 1826, he idealized the liter .. 

ary r ole, of' the poet- p:ri.est under the guise of Moses. 

itMofs8;, 1f 1s dedicated to Victor Hugo.. 1\(oses is seen con

Versing wi th G6d j "face to fe-co . " He eomplnllls of the 

burden 01' responsibility invol ved in loading '*', chosen 

peop~e to thO' Promised r.~lnd , ODd of the &011 t~l.·Y grandeur which 

he has ' Buffel-ed dur'lng the p11grlm&..ge. Salnte-I'euve f inds 
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Vl8ti7 quite nt eese as tho self- aggPand.lzed person of the 

poet unde,)? the musk of tho p:rophet. 'fOnod fumae tu6;Y say 

what it will concern ing this f.'imbit1o~s olait:1;. it tnsy find 

&strnnge interpretation 1n the poet ' s li'olegating to him-

self the rlghtsand pri v1.1~$es of God-au01ntedjl and of tauk

ing himself' a god o f oupI'eme disdain for the hotlo!'a of the 

eal:'tn. f! 

In nDolol~1dtll u ~1l.1ch is given a Spanlehsotting , a 

lovl11gbut jealous 'i'11fe a~ nges he rael f by tlot11niQtol"ing 

poison to hal' ~~nt'<ui thful husband . Halr of the vi.al 1s 

renervod f Or hera~lf. The f ortn, ruther studied and OOtll

pllcated, is f a r too dramat10 for ,Be,inte- Bauv·e who finds 

it, too, a bit pretentious . 

Salnte- neuva found noth1n(~ good to 3 fJi'Y a bout the 

novel,»01nq Ma );'a ,n wbl'Oh appear.ed tn 1826:p o1'laept that 1 t 

WflS widely toea among tbe tlt'istocra t s of the faubotll."lg, 

8alnt- GE}rnu:tin. Thf:l his t.o1'10,(o .. 1 school of r.n.llerrj , Tblero and 

Ou1zot is quoted as I'ooognizing in it none of the tlme 

spirit of tho, historical no-,rel . 'Tho critic t'ound thal-a 

nothing of the q utili t :1 of Walter ,5.c,ott maintaining that 

'\11(.;01 lacked tho f ira t quu11 t y tor e. wr1 te~" of' hie torienl 

novels , a aenae Bnd Vision of' toea-lit}!. "p.,s1de from some 

de11of.lte scenes, the novel is entirely Inok1%lg ln hlstor .. 

10al Vlol'th e nd is aCQ-l'celyreadable today b y any lover of , 

truth . I! Sa1nt:~",,:aeuve ooncludes the f11'st chnpter of his 

cl'ltlcis!n by recounting th(, ·often told anecdote of the 

meet lp.g in Flo!'(mce of tanulrtlna and th$ flllther ... ln ... la'W 
. , 
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of Vigny. Following the introduction to the poet, Sir 

Bunbury remarked, "Oh, I have a poet in my family." 

"And what is his name?" he was questioned. The old 

eccentric had diffic ul ty in recalling the name, so the 

crowd gave the names of several contemporary French poets. 

vVhen Vigny wa s n amed, his father-in-law said, "That's 

the one." 

At this point in the criticism, Sainte-Beuve becomes 

introspective , wondering why he is a critic, why there is 

need to analyze, to look into and behind the heart of the 

writers, as .Alfred . de Vigny had reproached him for doing 

"a propos de l a preface des Consolations." It is evident 

that Vigny was able to accept criticism with far less 

resentment the n his critic. 

In the second chapter of his criticism, Sainte-Beuve 

considered the dramatic production of Alfred de Vigny, and 

also his "Grandeur et Servitude milita ires." Sainte-Beuve 

seemed not to have been ac quainted with the correct title 

of his work, for he ha s incorrectly reversed the nouns, as 

quoted. 

It is the opinion of Sainte-Beuve tha t the contrasts 

among the playwrights of the Cenacle caused the division of 

friendship among the writers of 1829. Sainte-Bauve saw 

Vigny as a writer with ambitions which were realized only 

partially. Vigny's play Othello, which preceded Hernani, 

is interpreted as a simple prelude to the original pro

ducti ons with which Vigny planned to launch a great combat. 
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Fror!lth() pl'eaentnt1()n of Othello" the spirit of 3':'1'1a,lry 

1s l'iif)an to have possossed him" nnd. to have nevel'" left him. 

In forlr.lor tlwon one 16 aald to have believed j,.n mngie 

aprlngs , into which one mig"."lt <lip a 1"1ng or a green brunoh 

and Vl1 thdl'D.w 1 t lQuded wi th dlarnonda Bnd other elegant and 

atratlgo lncrustati()t'ls. fJ.'hs mind ot' U. de V1gny resembled 

those magic springs . One nevoI' int.roduced th,t)l' O, wlth l mpun-

1t~y, an,. ,f,aot" poaltlve plll?tlcultir1em, or en actual atory, 

wi thout he.vin,s reappelil" sOOlo-th1ng qui to different and hardly 

zo6cognlzable fron th ~t which had entel~fJd . s a into ... Beuve 

cttes Gsbt"'l(}l de Ch6nler, Oount Mole , and Pnsqu1er 110 those 

who cr·1tlo;!.zed Vlgny foX' his tr~na[:1utat.1on of truth . Vl gny 

oould novev underDtand why h~ wss charged 50 strongly, or 

-"'here the diffel'Emce U1Y. The lde·a clouded his vis ion and 

hid ~V'eryth1nl--',, " 

1030 had aroused prophets and evan demi- godaon all 

aMes ;8 orne preachod for tho 1'1'010 t arln t.. 0 t h aI'S .for 

women "a r.lghts . M. do V1&1Y, lJUl'O Imci sarene as he wua ~ 

had been /',Htize<1 by an analogous, ,aont1mQnt;. . 'l\).e 'l ~1>nn •• 

ang(~l" hud been tompted to ::'00011'.1e It d1.vll1e~ he bo11eved 

in his mission, his apos t ol L1.te , he told himself thut h e 

would plead for the poet . Ii' one ha8~n1 doubt ~lbout thi8 

seal , he hus only to read hia preface to Cha,tterton en .. 

tl tled, Itrrh~ ,Las t, U1fht of Work. II (F'rortJ June 29 to June 

30 , 1~~4) rrl'le p l l.'l7T' admirably 1ntOI'lweted by the actross 

who played Kitty 13011" l'EHJ:Qhod the heightn ", He deS6r'il"ed 

app l ause and u- telll" fO): some of t he touohing scenes, but 
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ono -must add that H; waz flr:w,lud if, 'Vani te\L~, doulQu1"oux-, n 

oonoerned rd.th Sllftt)!'ing , ruthar th-tln w1th pas,sion . It 

suft,e,l~ed t'rOl''u head to foot with l1tel' a.ry r h e-ll!l1tttism, the 

poetio tlltgratna o f \ltl i oh th(/l poet l'llld a4·E!p r.'ty a ,ascribeCi the 

symptoms S.n stf$110~ The arret;; t upon u li terarj genern tlon 

nf:t"ll.cted 11-11 th th e stlmflllne-es m~de 1 t only tbe more D.oute. 

To S1l1nte- Beuve, Alfred de Vi gny a-oes not aeOt'il -the 

EH1~iH3 ~:rll on o. a the po~t that he lmaw dUli1ne t..l,.o lo.ttor 

yeu:s'u of the Restor ation , then Iln amiable man of tb 

<uol'ld, 11 v1ng above tho petty Pl1.B,z1ona or the dQy a nd at 

g1 'leU momenta fly-ln{::; f/,wa y to hl·s Milky Way. '!tle Intlltn:-y' 

~5(3)J~tlet!len g$ve 'W,a,,;! to the aoleron mtm Or letters who bell~wed 

himself invested in t he 6$o1'ed mlnistr y of 1) pontiff .. IUs 

mind" llkc h1.o s pee--eh , had QOquil"oa ao.€! expreaoed a. slow

n06 G of thought and alao a.nm"'t of ironio hi tternesa whiob 

tttade Sn1nt & ... B-ei;\Ve w'l"it;e , tfSOt1 1l1batra eta1t Oh~~~r1r'1e . 't 

'!he tblr d chnpter of the portrait repeats a previDus 

article ooncel"ntngthe l'tH)e ptiou of Alfred de Vigny into 

t.l,.o French .l\,oadeltj,Y. The t'eport!ng ot the or1 ~lc presents 

tllThny contl·ad1cti.ona Of In 1845 the " tiresome hara..'1G'UeH 

(d iscO-urs,e) of Alfred do Visny httd l asted f'ort '::- fivo 

1J1irl'ut ee ;o. In this artiole tho ox>1 tl.c ~oka what re~(;}t1on 

one rtl1ght G-xpoct ~ftel'l flO hour und ona- half of "&.gaQor:l&nt. n 

to Dlreoto:r of the i\cndeul'Y . f3howed no w~mth in the address 

of ~folcOt·,e to the po~t. trOne paY's back as one can, and 

Mit tilole was ~lo t Q FIte-nohtnnn l"ol" nothlng, fI obs Ell'v13s Sninte ... 
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Deuva. 

It is true tha t Bainte- Beuve hud observed about ' 

everything that might p;t'ovoke a st:lile in the l'etelling " and 

we might flnd the article most amusing if we could forgot 

. the ma.liciou8 intent r·,md the apparently sadis tic pleasure 

which the oritic seemed to enjoy in deseorating the memory 

of the poet.. HI am only tellIng what is I1ter'Ellly trui!," 

the critic assures us " yet it is diff icult to envision the 

complaoence and angelic aolf.-sutisi'uction of the poet, 

charged with distilling and caressing each word which he 

uttered. The portrait of the far-sighted VlgnYII holding 

his paper at arms length and the l ong silences during 

which the poet n oted with a p en.:::l1 the applause of the 

aud ience is e. pathetic one . 

n le fourth scathing chapter exhibits even less of 

the milk of htUllan kindness. It is concerned 1vi th the 

poet 's posthumous collectIon, "The Destinies,," which 

Sainte-Seuve tells us have been given too much liter

ary consideration,. and wh ich are thought to show a de

cline, 

'1'h18 f amous article has bl'ought li. ttle credit to the 

critic, S o.int e- Beuve. J3runetiel~e intel'preted it as a 

cr1tioisr.l of the critic rather than the poet whose glory 

he sought to defs.me. The only reason that I see fOl' th~ 

a pp6ltrSnCe of this a tta ck on Alfred de Vigny nltly be in a 

less pl'alse¥Jo.~·thy pol icy of the Revu.e than that followed 

during ita eo,r'lier years • The first oonslderot1on of the 



RevUe af t e r 1848 was the extension of i t s clrcul at ion . 

Vi gny had died tho year bef~o the a rtiol e was published . 

The Revue ~ ~ Mondes was of h i Bhest consideration 

to the dl tor, Francois Buloz: - Sainte- Heuve was the most 
, J 

oelebrated critic of h1s dey . 

Sainte- Deuve h ed alJ~st as greot a passion for the 

partlcul pr as Brunat1ere had for the general . No men 

was ever more on his guard against the deceit that lurks 

i n universals . ( 8) Brunetie r e be11eved that a coupromise 

between the ~ultipliclty of focts and the oravi ng for 

un1ty is justified. (9) He , defended the general sense of 

man i n isol ating hims el f from hi s conte:lirporories . His 

sympathy for Al fred de Vlgny was due not onl y to a oommon 

pess imism but to tho fact that , like Vigny, he conceal ed 

a great sens itiveness under out~r coldnes s and reserve . 

A stoic, Bruneti~re considered it his specla l missi on to 

a ttack avery form of epicurean relaxation. (10) 

Bl"unet lere looks u pon the appo arance of the I.'tO r k 

of Pl3 1~ologue aa amos t tertlpt:tng occasi.on to speak [l{;o in 

of t he poe t of t he n .... estlnaes, !l f eeling t h ·· t if any other 

pretext be necessary , it moy be f ound i n h i s growing in

f l uen ce upon contemporary poetr y . (11 ) 

The most intelligent of tho RomantiCS , the only one 

Vlh o 1158 had a well- constructed , l'eason 'lblo a n d phi losophical 

conception of life, Al fred de Vi gny, hos given us SOn 

(8) I . Babbitt, History o f' French Cr:tticislJl , -300 . 
( 9) Ibid . 301 . --
(10) I bid . 305, , 
(ll) F . B~..runet1ere "Crit i que d' Alfred de Vl gny , " of 

M. Pa16010gue f s Al fred de Vi~ny , Eevue de s Deux 
De cember 1, 1891. ----

endes , --
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b its of · verse ; unsurpassed i n pe ne t ration and f eel ing . 

Lu cre t Ius himself has writt en n o thing more beau tiful t hBn 

t he de s oription of n ature "J e rou l e avec deda i n" of 1 13 

«Ma l s on du Berger . " 

Br unct1ere asks permi ssi on to It f a ire una pe t! te 

qu erelle lf o n the subject of t he s ou r ces of do cument ot ton 
".. , 

us ed by M. Paleol ogue ; t hey const i tut e e i ght y notebooks 

i nto which the poet had consign ed f orty ye ars of his 

l~t erlor life , and the unedited memoirs of Sainte- Beuve , 

wh i ch Brunet1ere hoped woul d never b e publishe d Itpour 

1 ' h onneur meme du critique d e s Lund1a" and vb 10h h ave 

en t irel y the appearance 01' a j ou r nal ofranoour . Brune

t 1~re t s crlt!c:i..sm of Paleologue is tha t the l atter is 

negl ect 1'ul an d incompl e t e in overl ook ing volwnes of 
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printed matori al. saying that neither crit ic nor hi stor i an 

can h ope f or aChievement , if he does not consid e r what has 

prec eded and f ollowed a given work . Pa leologue mai ntains 

t h a t Vi gny 1s ~~11hked t o the pure trad i tion of the eighteenth 

oentur y ,. 
, , 

F'Clr- lil'\l.ne·tiere he 1s l inked t o i t only tlll~Ou.gh 

his philosophic scept icism. In the fo llowing verses , Vigny 

dreamed of n o other t han RaCine , cl Qlms M. Brunetlere ~ 

"Bel le sans ornament , dans 1e simpl e 2pparei l 
Dtune beauts qu ' on vient d "arracher au sO!illtloi l . 1t 

The infl Uence of his contemporaries is fe l t in "Moi se" 
' . , 

and uEl oa . tI B runetiere did not specify Cha teaubriand 
"" 

and LOITl3rtine . '1'h6 l ocal col or and exotic detail ovoke 
r . ' 

scenes frout Rene , and the ideas u nder l Y.ing "Bloa ll rel.i.l lnd 



us of LO~6rtlne . 

l/ Alnsl dana le8 forottJ ue ltl Loui6ione 
Be,roe aous los bnmboue at 16 longue liane." (12) 

Brunetlere malntains t h at Madame de Staal, Chateau .. 

brlnndund \Valtel' Scott w~re mas ter'S of Alfred de Vi goy , 

as' woll as of all the youths of his time . "Est oe que oos 

vel'S exlsteraieot seulernent 81 1& prose de Ghs teaubrland, 

celle de Bernad.ln (Ie Sa int P1erro, oelle de Buffon ne les 

avalt precede6?rt Didn't Madame de Stael 1n her Corinne 

(1 80 7 ) expres s OVEtt'powering melanohol y and a surfe i t of 

superlor1ty? Brunetlere believes that Vlgny found I n .. 

splrntlnn 1n tho " s otrees de Snlnt Petersburg" more thun 

in any other s.1n.; le work of the time . 

Brunetlere a t tempts to ~'deflne the .JlQ ture and the 

extent of the talent of the poet, 'd'apres M. Paloologue ., i1 

At a. titlO when thore wall a grave abuse of literary exeoution, 

V1 gn y alone peroelved that literature dim1nlshes that 

which it attempts to ad~m and thtit all effort toward style 

1s 1n a aenee a Ifprof a na t l onn of thought . , " Brunetiero has 

dlff' lcult ;{ 1n subaoribing to this mystio formula so 

stressed by M. PB leologue , ola1ming that 11' l anguage be 

the oondition of thouAAt 1t 18 inoonoe1vable that style 

m1ght profane. it. 

V1gnYI a diffioult t ask-mas ter for himself, 1s i n a 

oerta in sense more an artist th.an l.atnbrtlne, than Viotor 

Hugo, or than Alt"red d e MUBset, surely more dellcateand 

m~re slnoereoooord lng to Brunetlere . He admits that 

- ~-~ - ." ~. '·~I 
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Vigny may not have nll the gifts of the other poets l but 

he ob jects to talldng 'of his "impuissance" as Paleologue 

has dono . IIIf we must attri bute lack of power to Vlgny, 

lett s explain it with reasons that are wort~y of the 

author of "Motse,," "E:loa ll ane the "Mont des Olivier's." 

If Vip:ny has produced so 11 ttle .. if he has left among his 

papors so man7r sketches of poems which he hudn f t the courage 

or the strength to finish " it is because tho problems of 

poe try were not the s am e f or him" as for h is rivCl. ls for 

glor:r and fo r p opularity . 

Pale olag ue ma y say tha t philosophical poetry vms 

wri tt en b afore Vi go:-r . Bruneti ere acim its thu t G: certain 

philosophical poetl."Y may have appeared in the "Meditations" 

of Lamar tine, but t hct it may no more be called philosophy 

t han the "Dis course of Man'* o f Voltaire may be called poetry. 

II One would look in va in into the life of Vi gny f or the 

cuus eD of h is pessimism " II says Bl·unetiere . Vioissi tudes of 

life I'onder a r.mn melancholy', misanth!J:'oplc" dlfficul t I but 

not pes~lmlstic. P·essimlsm takes its source hiGher" in a 

metaphysical fluffering or 1n t he consc iousness which we have 

of the mis er y of humani ty . I n its deep angUish, it becomes 

even more puz zled with the enl .gma of dest i ny , t he reas on ot 

life nnd death. It f eels a need not to f a l l, e. need for 

security " against the "joulssances" of a vulgar opt:l.misr.1 . 

Brunetlere remarks tha t he hus often t ried to show Hoven . 

here in the Hevue,11 that all tho argur.wnts nhi ch one repeats 

against pess i mism s erve onl y as B mask to cover our attach

ments to the pleasur'es of life. In r uther eleva ted souls 
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the - power to love is engendered by an excess of pessi

mism end Vlgny is ono of the most noble of these souls . 

From 0. true under r: t B.nding of the common misery of man "celul 

d e l'egn l1te se degs~e d'abord . " It "/'ISS tho enthusiasm for 

plty~ the passion for kindnoss Which .1 felt in my heart," 

wri tea de Vigny in his Journal. 

runetiere wishes that the terms used by Peleologue 

were a little less vague . In using the unfortunate deve l op

ment of the love-affairs of the poet as n cause of hi s 

pessimism, Pnl~ologue has d one far worse than be h0.8 done 

in attributing thE) pessimism of Chateaubriand and of Byron 
•• 

to their simple egoism. At tho time tht)t Vlgny wrote "Molee t! 

and ff ~l oa", t here is no evidence thAt Vl gny knew Madame 

Dorval, and "when will we stop composing the history of 

'the great :FTeneh writeX'o by giving a litt1:ny of t h eir 
, . 

• petitssoes '?" Here, no doubt, Brunetiere is referring to 

t he cr~t1c Se.inte-Beuve. In another place 1n this art ... 

iele Bvunetiere has said thntwhe.tt one vrishes to attnck an 
IJi' 

old friend for h is I!histoiros des rernbs_" he doesn't wait 

until he 18 dead to do so , nor is it seemly in a critic to 

USe th~se hintories to betray the cause of llterature. In 

truth, the celebroted article to v.hich the edItor of t h e 

Revue so often refers did less h onor to Salnte-Beuve than 

it did to Vigny. 
, 

It would seem more reasonable end naturE,l to 13runetlere 

tha t a writer's worth be deter'l':11nod by his relationship to 

the sum- total of h is work, and among t he several nsans by 
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which ono may judge a writer , there is scarcely anv mora 

loyal or more sure met.hod than a consideration of' the na t uI'e , 

extent~ Bnd depth of influence exercised by the writer. On 
n \ , 

ana point, Bru,J3tiere agreed with Paleol ogue .. Both believed 

that Vigny belon~s not only to the literature of France, but 

t ha t he finds h is pl ace 1.n the ranks of Lucretius, 0 :' Da.n te 

and of Goethe, among the elite of the great inspirational 

writers of all tiMes . 
\ 

Ferdinand Brunetlere wa s editor of the Revue des Deux -
Mondes, at the ti ':1e that Louis Ratisbonne sent the l etters 

of the Counteas de Ples s is to the Revue . A codlcl1e to the 

Ii terary testament which had named Rfl tisbonne heir to the 

manuscript s of A.lfred de Vigny specified trwt onl ', that 

which should bes t serve the poet's memory vias to be released 

f or publication. A letter addressed t o Brunetiere by Ra tls

bonne tell£) us that the Countess had r emal'ked when she de-

livered the letters to Ratisbonne , "Since there is 80 much 

curios ity conctlrning t h e life of my coua 1n a.t this tiMe , 

you might as well send t hese l-etter.s to the Revue . tf Ra t is-

bonne points out in his letter· to the editor t ha t "This i s 

not the Vigny of the poems " Morse' and fEloH,'" but an un-

ceremonious fsmiliEl!, Vigny, whose familiarity wns of an 

indi'ITldunl quality _ Th e af.fection with whi ch Vi gny regards 

the Countess de Plessis seems strong on the part of a cous in . 

Ratiabonne commentB tha t in spite of the effusion of these 

letters, there was never a vulgar line written. Ratisbonne ' 

t ells BI'Unotiere of his l ast vlaits to the home of the 
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Vlgnys • . Madame ' Vlgny bad beoOme so large and olum8~ that 

it was as difficult fGZ' her to move as it WIlS fot' her to 

talk. She had fc)},~gotton her English" and since she had neV&l" 

developed pl"o1:'lcienoy 1n li'rench, conversution with her be .. 

. c ame an ordeal. Alfred de Vlgny continued to treat her with 

the courtesy and attenti.on he mIght have lavished on a young 

girl , and seemed not to notioe her aWkwardness. Ratlshonne t s 

letter published 1n tul l 010s8s with these words, "Your 

dear friend 1n Alfred de V1gny.u (13) 

The lettlers to tho Counte.se de Pleaele were written be ... 

tw6en the years 1846 and 1865. (14) Alette.r of' 1848 des ... 

oribes the diffioultlea whioh Vlg;py experienoed 1narrang-

ing for his w1te to leave Paris without hlm. He acoom-

pani.ed her part WI:l7f on her JOUl1'lley. 'r1me doe8not exist 

for hll1l when he is alone , and he wrl tes thCi t he 18 hopeful 

that sunshine w111 Clome' to him in th~ person oj:' his cous1:n. 

V1gny chides his oOllsin, very gently, for spending so much 

time g Oing to parties and for not oom1ng to see hillh Th.rO\.lg!l

out the oorrespondenoe~ he bess pathetioally 1'01" hor v1sito. 

uCerta1nly, I pout , " he wrote,, "are you gOing to toroe me 

to pfl rade my virtue 1n order to impress upon you your ingrat-

1tude?" It a ppears t hat he is joking here. 

From his estate 1n Oharente. Vigny writes thut even the 

Irish hllls are not as beautiful as tl oUJ:'s " in the tall wh en 

they tl.l·O coverod with gr apevines. He enjoys looking at the 

{IS} Revue don Deux Mondos, Jnnunry 1" 189'1. 
(14 ) ,Ibid. - - , -
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com:itry. but he never pardons NlltuJ.'e for heX' star'uel im

pudence . 

'r11e 60untc6s hnswri t teu concst'nins the de il th of Madame 

·orval . Vi FJl}" h~d :read o f DOl.' vel t a death in the newspaper . 

s feels th.t. t he ehoul d speaksob~rly a bout thos-c who have 

gone . The Co-unte~D must havQ l'.ef{~rred. to his X-uptul'C ?;t1 t h 

t he aotress J for Vlgny tislla 111.5 cou~in th·ut a lliances ot 

t.h·e t heatre ~re no t ntHu'ly as i mportan t to a nl&n as t he 

public migll t judge t hem to be . He feels tha.t he was for

tunate in 1' inding a If joujouft of the salona VIlla brought h1m 

success t..'1:.rOW~ suoh an excell ent interpretation of' her 

x'ole in G'hattex'ton. 

Vig.ny £leeme to serve as guide uuo conl'eesol' t o tbe 

Countess . He wishes to h11CW b.ow-she spends till her days . 

He couns o~s her to read Cht.i t e!:.luoI'l and ' B works . He a.dds 

thb t 1n his excessive priti e ... Cb,&teaubl'lcnd "pn1'611el., 

bimself to the Et11poror . II On September 15. ,1850 , Vi (§ny asks 

h ia cous 10 to ,n'i ta hi ! of the rr~ucti. ons of her oountrymen 

t o tho d ea th of Ual ulc , It 1.3 V:lgny'o c onviction that 

mnr!'iHge killed the novelist . t ha t t.ho "fabul ous lc1cle 

from t he n orth petrified h im. I! l'hen VibIlY tells the Counte8s 

o f his three oncounte rs with Bf:>l~uc. 'ltl.o fil'!;lt time waG 

Tinen tho novalia t s 1n the pI' lnt inr, b U1J lnes s . He was 

dirt y , poor'l y clothed . 1:::.1,$ mouth Moistened e xcQssi vely 

when he t nl ked und shcmoc,! t..~~t he had no upper teeth., A 

second neeting C'ACle (!if:! c sur pr ise . Vi goy hud gone to the 

Chnmber of DepuU.es t o listen to a current deb{. te on liter

nl'y property. Someone cnlled,"0h , M. Vlgny, will a ll your 
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'l oots be 'pur1QS intel11gena ~ as Chatterton said?" 

Vignv turned to greet oll ...,dl~osso<i \!lUll , whoso smile r evealed 

U r oVl of ne~v oea:x.' l y te oth . Hi s l Uflt meeting with the noveli st 

w~s at Ch ur'le s Hoditll" ' a .f.·un()j.·ul . 

Tho Countess 1.;. l'Qud lng Lamortine . Vi gny u:.lka heit' hOt' 

she likes tho conf ide nces which the poet ahares w 1th the 

whol arld . igny \J oul d say of him as had been aaid of 

.0116ro IS Cellmeno , I1Tho whole uni vel'sa is well r e ceived 

b y you. 1f (16) arua l' tlne wna, a ccording to Vi gny, scattered 

incense on all sid oLi no" ked vverything that he saw, was 

quito differentf~OO'l ct.la. tollubl;' iand intha eyes of" Vigny_ 

Vi£O:l Y descri bes Chuteaubl' i o.nd em ono who huted everything_ 

Vigny disouase.s t he "dl,rty poli t1c ll (without t he li S") 

of the second i!:mpil'e" ributing the expl"esalon to Horace 

;\:nlp()le . lie t.oll.e the Countoas bo'e! muoh h e ndroil'es the 

Ii terary ch~l'r::J a nd eloq1.lence of Lacorduire , a.nd of hin 

r egre. t to loa e the Dm,1inican f:Jhose chait' it1 the Ii'renoh 

Ac nc.emy had been next t. o his . Vi e;uy tells some a.musing 

storie s concerning one of his B01'Vunts", who 'thougb", 

Lucordail'o was M ub, a nd another ~lbo took h im to b e a 

s tl"olling Binger . 

'rh o Countess r er.)r'oaches Vi 8,;ny for no t writing about 

himsel f . lie t e lls her that he has often been repl'oaobed 

on thut !lcoount, adding thu t one is eighteen only once in 

u li.fetho6 , and tha t he hUB never eAper-lanced tho pleasul:'f;lS 

ot thut age . 

\I5r~~ -M6Tnlra;-~r.;e- 111I6unt1U:'ope. 

* Vlgny's speliing . 
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':'he IIlS t lettera Ell'O fiud. '1hoy r avaul the hoartof' 

u r:wn hULlgry for r~l(mdship and nffoction. Vigny tells his 

cousin to prGl)ttPo for Buffcl'lnb e Life is (;;OOd until ertel" 

th1rtji Lmd then it h nn no meaning 6.l'!. oept stlcl'iflce and noble 

su.ffel'ihg _ Vigl1Y a dds tha t a l".Ilalnd y which 1mB bean d1agllolled 

as n;.~Getrclglen k(Wfi8 him at home . ~'he disease is llwlthout 

danger but long in b oine:., eUl'ed. 1f This WBS the b eglnnlng of 

the cancel' whioh caused h iG cleotb. 

'].'he last let ter to the Gounte~8 ¥fi:4l3 dated April 2 , 1863 ~ 

.,1£1'0<1 de Vi t!:ny tell s 0; tho final 11111.008 of his wifo Lydia , 

that pure und good 301,11" whoso It:!. wo~:d:.; \·~ere , "1111'1'1:)0., I 

tolm not sufferlnr-. 1t He t old ti::.o Cou nteas 01.' the dot&.ils o f the 

rune .ral und of t kindne!:l ~ or I~ll wh o suvl'ounded him . '1'1118 

collection of l ot t or s ls 30 flllod with alluvions to oUl"l'ent 

oven t u t,nd to li teratul'e and CUO'tor;lSOl' the day that their 

contant 19b"\:' oon.s ti t llte u s epul"'ate s tudy . S OtJl6 refel."ences 
I 

like) "1 have just mude 8 FX'enoh ltdotake detil~ to Mud aUle Sevlgne " 

Ell'6 obseut·'f) · in meunin~o . Ono letter describes a stugecoach 

trip vlhlch Vlgny h ad boen called UPf)U to take during the 

ntt~"llt . He tells the C01mtel:w that the othel' passengers 

slept, bu.t that hia mind was tlacti ve '(lith till the serise alld 

nonseuse" w1hich sho lmew so 11.' el)'. V1guy' B nonsenS6$ und 

thOl't3 is un amuziuj3; ar:lollnt ot it in h iG pOl'sonal correa .. 

pondenco , r ove ule c. CUl:'ront of pathos and \'listful l onging 

t..l1a t hu\Uanl~e tho j,)oet- ph11oaophor, but \,lhi<'.,h prC50nt con~ 

trQ.c1 iction~ baffllnG to ona tl"'ying to reconcile his life 

wi til his wOI'k. 
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These letters were edited b y Ferdinand Brunet 1\31'0 . It 

h 08 be en a a i d that BrunBtl~re liked to quote Auguste Comte 

who w'as or-edited with s a ying thnt human1 ty 1s composed of 

mora dead than living . (16) It 1s clear that Vi gny 1s one 

of the vital huma n beings about whom Brunetiere likes to 

write. 

Rene Dournic became editor of t h e Re vue des Deux Mondes - - --- . 

in 1 916. In an article entl tled ~ "La Patholog ie des roman

tlques," (1 '7) Doum1c states th~l t Romanticism is more t han a 

malady of the century. It ls, he claims, B disorganization 

of humtm nature, a d isorganization of the sou l and 1. ts facul -

ties, of SOciety and its elements, and of art and its condi-

tiona . This orgBnil!;a tlon is all the mor'e pathol ogical be-

C(luae of the enthusiastic fe-vel' which acoompanies it . The 

fever of Rom&nticism has. created a cloud of dizzlneso which 

precludes a clear und s ccur&to vision in accordance with 

l"f3 &lity_ It is oYol'emphes is, gesticulation, &'0 ove r dose of 

color and i dea. Whon '1 t is a question of 'ideas', they are 

charl~ cttH'lzed by a mystic exultation which falsifi e s and de

natures t hem by u mixture of tt'oubled rel i g i osity. 'It 1,a 

true th~ t these ideas had Borne p os.ltlve conten t, but they 

could not adapt themaelves to rea.l lty. Romanticism mude, 

dreams a no, monsters of . them . 

Do umic does not b olieve that Romanticism is a r eBul t of 

soci a l or scientific pr ogress. Henff'irms that progrosH 

had app eared on the scene l ong before Romanticisf'l , but thnt 

f16J 

(1 '7 ) 

'1''7 . Bruneti6;e ,Evolutlon ~ Ie ~o681e t:yx·lque , · 
Chapter 2 , 0:>7 . 
Revu.£, des Deux Monde €! , September 1~ , 1907 . 
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Ro~anticlsm hud gl v~n 80c161 progress the ChCll'Qcter of Q 

gospel . To Doumlc, the French Revr:l lution is oonsidered on 

hietOl'lcul epoch . 'l'h'6 Homllntlclsto chung~d it into a l'ovcla .. 

tion . 'I'hey m.ade 0:[' it , an heg.trn .. 

'i'h(~ ed1 tor' of the r~e V1.le numraarl zea the spirit of th" 

ae.V'onteenth o<mtur,y wi t h 1 ta emphasis on uuthOl-l ty. The 

o 1gh~enth century" developed fl d'estructlva war aguintlt 

"" ligion und (,;OV61"rn:lont , &nd innugurnted the royalty of 

mon of' letter's . It gave them pos.ltion 1n soci ety which 

was qu1 to out o f proportion wi tl1 their lJ:lpOl~tance 01' bono .. 

f1 t to soc ioty .. I n a dlsol"gcmized S Gciety, no one 1s i n 

plaCe), and it ie inevlta1)le thht certain individuals tuke 

a diaproportlonnte position . JIn thin unbulanced stlO.te . the 

pe%'sonnl!.ty oJ: the writer becomes infl ated ut \1111 . Tho 

ninotoenth century pl'odueed fi school of wI'1 t e l'S whose 

emotlona knew no bounds . Doumlc t ries to ir<lagino the I'e-

etlon of a seventoenth oen tury poet in readine n 11ne 

\1l:'itten t)'y .nrred do l\~ussot . 

tlIl t au t, uhler stlns cos s e epre(; avoil' alma. It 

Tho 11 toral'Y Ylri tel" whose excosses were accepted a. t 

t he t l~:le a.s~nu:ned the ri Ght to place himself b bO'lJe the r e s t 

of men. Thio privi l ege brou~ht euffering. Tho condemned 

one of G~·t):t\U: . the Boll tary Mos es . wi l l h a ve t o d 1e like 

Cha tter t on l n vict1'11 of indH'f'erep,ce 1f not of hostility. 

tow-ever , h e wll1 h~ve fu:alled hiS destiny. he will ·oe 1'0 -

.rded Ll 3 n prophet like Oll1:lpl0 . Ho will hove l Olid his 

chi ldren B. lone %1Gj toward t he Pl'omised l.l;,(nd . 

A1 t hough the nume o f Al f r ed de Vlgny wu.s no t mentionod 
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i n this articl e , references to the poe t a re cle a r . Vigny 's 

exagge r a ted i dea of the poe t ' s i~portance i n society , h is 

emphasis upon an i dea beyond the b ound of reason , are ele

ments of the disorganizat ion which Doumic regards a s patho-

log ical . The imp ortance which Doum ic has g i ven to the char-

" 
acteristics of Vi gny an d the referenc e s to dMo i se " and 

Chatterton reflec t the op ini on of the editor of the ·Revue 

des Deux Mondes rega rding the i mportance of Vi gny ' s work . 

In sketching the life of Alfred de Vi gn y , much interest

ing b iog r aphica l detail wa s omitted in Chapter II . The 

followin g ess ay by Ernest Dupuy is a charming study entitled , 

"La F am ille et l a Jl eunesse d ' Alfr ed de Vi [';ny . (18) 

Three months afte r the death of his mother , Alfred de 

Vi g ny wrote a lett e r of cond olence to Auguste Bn rbier , who 

h ad .iust lo s t h is f athe r . .tie used these words : 

"You have done , a s I have done , c losed the eyes 
upon the first friends who were know to you in 
this s ad world . " 

Vi gny ' s father and mother were , in al l the sense of the 

word , h is first fri ends . 

The best p i cture of the father of Vi gny i s tha t 

found i n the "Journ Bl d ' un Boete " dated 1831 . " '1 am the 

l as t son of a ver -;'T rich f am il y , II s a id Alfred , "my father , 

ruined by the Revolut i on, consecrated the wealth tha t r e -

mained to my educati on . A g ood old man with white hair, 

witty , educated , wounded and crushed by the Seven Years 

Wa r , he was nevertheless charming , elegant and distinguished?" 

{TF Y Revue des Deux Monde s ~- -liI8:r"-C1:lLo,T910 . 
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, 
Exoept fo·t' the " famili e t ree riohe, " t.l . Dupuy flnds all 

oharuoteriatiof.! in oanfm'mi ty with the f nota . To serve 

as a frame tor t his pOl-trait of hie father, V1uny onos,s 

the firs t apartment ocoupied by hi s parents in Parla, that 

of tbo Elysee BOtlr')On. 'l'ne V1anys sta yed thoro f ive or aix 

years, front the1r arrival 1n 1798 until the time when the 

pnlnoe was bought by Murat , a oertain °1"01 de tia.ples . tI '!'he 

Elysee 8ourbon had. been oon:flsonted during the Revolution 

nnd ndm1nlsteped by n oompany of oapl talia to WhO, bellovee 

tl. Dupuy, b.ad o,oqull~ed 1 t t rom nat 1ona.l wealth . This bleok ... 

marketing bund had bought it, not to rQze it t or the l and , 

but to rent it. Madame de tilchelleu, widow of the Mareohal 

de R1onell e,u , ooouplec.l t he f I rs t £'100 1' beside t h e garden. 

The other paill~ t of the fira t floor Whloh faced a large oourt 

wna rented by Alf~ed ts father . 'l'hoChevaller de Vigny was , 

found during the pl easant da~8 seated at the entl'aoce of 

t he grea t stairway. I n the evenl.ng. he was sea ted before the 

fi r eplace from whence h e kep t up a steady flow of converse. .. 

tieD with Madame de Vl gny. Br1ght and w1ttyconversation be

caIDe i'0l." him an art, n study a nd a coosolatlont! He always 

wore a vih1to shirt, a j abot, and little sloeves, like those 

seen in portrat t s toward t h e end of the re1gn of Louis XVI .• 

The Chevallor de \Ti gny was f irst cal led fll' Abbe de Vignr" 
;J 

f or tn h1s youth, he had been destined f or the church. He 

h ed spent oome years at Snint Sulp1ce 1n company with t he . 
~ 

A.bbe Lazerne , who was l ntev elevated to t horunk ot bishop 

and t n-en that of oa%'*d1nul. Having re t urned f rom emigration 
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1n 1814" h e oame lmmecl1ately to the home o ~· his f .onuer 

aomlnl'lry oolleQgue . More erudite thl:;o is expected of.' u 

wart'lor end a courtier, the oldel' V1gny oould usually be 

found disoussing theology or t ho a ncient tongues with 

. some of his extensi"o aoquaintanoesh1p. 

The exa.lted acoounts of Alfred de Vlgny agree with 

t ho tea.t1mony of the ol:luatlcFr'onl11y, who ha.d lmown the 

Vlgnys s i n ce 1797 , and rHlo s a ld tbat one of the grea test 

oontribut 1ons to hiD happlnetHl at L~ohes W8S that t h ere WliU.l 

Q q \.lantlty o f b OOKS , arId thLi t the l1bral"J of the Cheval ier 

de Vigny was always at h1s serv1'ce . 

Mlle. de Baraudln had tnar3:'ied at thirty- three , when the 

Chovalier de Vl.gny, already So semi- invalid , had passed f'1.tty ... 

three . Alfred de Vigny proudly oontpared his mothor to Niobe , 

whoso sovere beauty she possessed. "tier beauty ot t h o ItalIan 

race , her black 61ea Gnd 0);t1e,ntal f1 gur e, her Manly and hard

workinG spir1t , the atroange vIgor of' iler ohal'acter nnd ber 

body gave her something more t han is found 1n her 8 0X . fI 

,_.0 Vlrmy wae raised 1n the severe oonvent ot Beaumont les 

Tours . She studied mu.sl0 and paint1ng . I n musio sho pre

ferred the long problema of' h armony. I n pai nting , she 

oopi ed themaater3 wi t h assiduous ard or. She was Q t;reat 

reader o!' Rouss eau . She had studied Clnd learned by heart 

moat of his Ptotlonnr;y .2£ Music, knew all hie musionl d('-s -

sortat1oos and with the reot of hoI' g eneration , was spell~ 

bound by Emile. Conforming to the principles of.' Emi le, her 

eon was , each morning" subjeoted to oold baths . This oustom 

trom which V1PJlY never deperted, i nur ed hi m to the ooldeat 
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weathers he laughed to see t he snow melting on his ches t. 

As in the discipleship of Jean ... Jacques, al l d1version had 

lts educational objective , daily exeroises , visits to the 

gal leries, Bible lessons, training in voice and in t:luslc. 

Every inoident of this education was minutely noted, and 

the narration sent to Miss Sophl$ Baraudin in Malno ..,.Oiraud, 

HaVing t urned over all procedures and progress in her mind, 

she replied to her sister , vlith the counsels of 3 s eoond 

mother of Alf'Jt"ed. 
, 

It 1s hardly necessary to insist upon the "inconven ... 

ients" of an idolatry which t'ather, mother, and Dunt heaped 

upon the person of Alfred . They regaled him with stories of 

the great deeds of' noble andestors. 'llhey kept him away ,from 

other children, so t hat exaltation and a vanity carefully 

sustained might solidify. The great ' pleasure of his young 

years was reading, for which he developed an early and burn

ing pass1on, "10. conVersntion grave du soir . " Alfred wro te 

of this period: 1'1 took my plaoe beside matured men nnd 

even illustrious old men." Among the flhor1s f aits" we see 

again Auguste de Frenilly pra1s1ng the first verses of tho 

young author . In the intelleotual elite Which he was 

privileged to meet , Alfred placed his parents at the top. 

He was tw~nty when his father died. 

Like many other illustrious poets, it was especially 

of his mother that Alfrod was the son. It was for her th~t 

he lived, t hat he wished todls tinguish himself, and to be

oome a poet of first rank. Not only during a delicate child

hood and Q troubled adolescence, but even when he had reached 
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a matur e ag.e, and during the most agitated and fecund 

years of his literary career, he remained sub ject to her . 

n She was hi s reas on" his will and his 11gh t ." " 

There appeared to b e 11 ttle relig10us training in 

tho early life 0 .1: Alfred de Vigny. Dible History seemed 

to have been studied primarily fOl' 1. ts cul turs.l and ,aesthetio 

worth . When Alfred was a little boy, his father presented 

him \It. th the family cross of Saint LouIs . The Chevalier 

impressed upon Alfred his sense of nobIlIty and his duty 

to the royalis t trilditlons of' his ancestors, but attached 

no religious signif1cance. to the ri tunl . In her letters, 

Madame de Vlgny was ethical and even Puritan in oounseling 

her son. The idea of' n well-gavel'ned life as a duty to God 

apparently had escaped her. The atheism of Vieny. may be 

somewhat excused in vi ew of th~ fact that little or no re .. 

11gious fervor appsars to have been instilled into the 

i mpressionable mind and heart of his youth. 

A summary of M. Moreau 's critical essay on the thought 

and art of Alfred de Vlgny (19) forms part of a oontention 

which is revived by the Revue des Deux Mondes upon the 

a ppearance of literary criticism unf'avorable to Vigny. 

M. Cltoleux's study of Alfred de Vigny is part of his larger 

work, Persistances classiques ~ affinites etrangeres. 

According to Plerre MOreau., Alfred de Vlgny has wrl t -

ten two or three comments in his Journal, which haye been . 

the desperation of critiques.. "Concerning criti~tsm ," ' con

fided the poet, "t'he best 1s a lmost always petty because it 

is attached to t he surface of the work." In another plaoe, 

{T~ Revue ~ ~ Mondes, August IS, 1925. 
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10 2 

r eo c t i n R to a D a r t iole wh i ch Sui nte BOUVB hi d devo t~d to 

h im , Vi ?n y [wde t h i s not e . "Thi s proceauc'o o f t. ttermt i n '?' t o 

open the bra i n o f one r-l t i l l liv in - j s bi; d .. n od a l a : 0 li nd 

the Doet k noT. how his thou ·h ~· i s b or n und t akes f or m. '" 

Rev1 ewin~ t h e QEl eotl ve Aff i nit i es , " V i ~n y n i t i ed ~oeth8 

and. a l l men o f "en1us for bo in ~ c onder .Ded t o have com

mentator s b rour.;ht i nto their poct l (} Pb!'8d i s e . 

But Vl .cr,n y Wns flaYOr Hb le to d i suQur. go the c Ot;J.r!l.anta 

t or s . Lea r ned ed i t ions and cr1 tlqu e s huv~J lim 1 t l n l1 ed Cl bout 

Vi ;·:Il v . II "' . Ci t o leuz has jus t oonl~oc ra t e d 8 Yos t s t udy t o 

. tho poet , " wri te s M. Moreau . "He que s tiolln hi s ideus 0 

h i s art . he p e l'ml ts uc t o d e f in('l mo r e surely hi s nhilos

ophy , hi s 1'811 ·10n and h1s t ho u "ht . M. Ci t o l eux const r uc t s 

h i s anaombl e of Al f red de Vi ~ny wltl1 tho au thority o f a n 

a r chi t e e t . ':.'he structure of the chap t e r s of h i s book m!,k e 

one t hink " f {1 \7ell - o rdered uport r. en t , ~1 i t h 1 1 s T'ol1 t i rial i d e(~3 , 

h i s i deBs on l ova . h i s mi li tar y oDd h19 soc i a l i deas _" 

Ac c o :td i o '" to }for e a u , Vi r-uy b!'$ oonstruc t e d G " 018: ""nl 

f i que s o t t e n i n phl 1oso!)hy.. Lowever , rHl does not can tent 

h l fllse l f wi th amwi n \ LAP the phi lo-s ophy of Ali'red do VI N 1Y 

itt the s i n ") e vaf':ue and co nven i ent 'Wo r d , pens i mi st ic , fi B 

11. Gltole ux h,s done , I n rea li ty lbh i s no t e d po.ssir,l i st W~, S 

f undHmenta l l y an o pt i mi s t . Life bud n ot t r eated h i m. bad l y , 

cla i m.s oreuu . I n t h e deeper rO(:€Se6S of h i s rli n d , i. l fred 

a l wa ys found {l i; e tl ut i f ' .. l (~ h ild who won t t o hi s mo tbe r wi t h 

t h e l on -:; blond cur ls wh i oh t~bc 11k · a to tw i r l u l'oun~ he r 

f~ifsuae of Fr ench no tat i on f llU'ks i s t ha t of t he t-tuthor . ) 



tinger . Ho never forgot himsel f as the charming officer 

whoso captivated Delphine Gay. Moreau finds that tlhl1e 

i n t he army, Vignr found galan tand happy friends who 

s h a red with M.m h is amiable skeptioism. 
, 

It has been customary for cr.1 tics to traoe a dark · 

picture of the, poet 'a wounded pride , of his disappointed 

8mb ! tions., of his betrayed friendships . Vic tor Hugo and 

Sainte Beuve disdained him. The Aoademy was closed 

obs tina tely to his pleas and when 1 t finall y was opened, 

Count Mol e recel ved him in an unl'r1eodl y mE¢l ner . 

M. Moreau 1s not sure that Vigny spont many hours 

d r e aming of 'battle; a let t er r ecently published testifi es 

tha t he did not w.lsh to do combat duty in Spain but that 

he asked to g o only us far as Grenoble . Litorary glory 

never dazzled him. He never wish ed to touoh more than 

Q faw chosen souls "alues entre mille mil11ers de mille . " 

01 tolemt recalled persona l chagrins l ' his invalid wire .. 

his para lytio mother , his own ill health, the in f idelity 

of Mme Dorval, the politioal crises of France . Moreau 

points out that during the keenest physical torture 

and in the ' rooat bitter moral crises that Vlgny shows 

the greatest serenity and strength . 

M. C1toleux has gone deep into n study of the s ources 

of the work of Alfred de Vigny. Through his wOl"k are 

found the eoho of all the dl'eamers of the century; Saint ... 

Slmonlans, theosophists, English and Gerxpans , but e.peclal. 

ly English . Seslde s being correct 1n s.tre!,!sing some 
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Ronuintic affinities, Moreau feels thut M. Citoleux 18 r iy.ht 

in st1"eooing t he classic perslotenclos in the poet. Moreau 

too finda t hut liThe DC3tinles" and the "Journal d'un Poete" 

are f illed w1th tho I1t:bt of' Plu t o and. the ra.ys of Pasoal. 
, 

AC001"dl11B to are au , ~~sa l!do \Vus ool y a pOint of 

depurture f1"otn which t h e poet took fl1 ght. I t \'160 a 

metbodical ~8.ellUism , like t he doubt of Descnrtes . Vigny 

said of Clnq .. Ma.rs />f §.tello land ot' Servitude !! 9randeur 

Mill t~ lros ., UThey ora the chan tsor u sort of' epio-poem 

on dissolut Ion . 1 sball bui ld on t his debris, on this 

dust , the holy beauty of enthusiasm, of love , and of 

honor . ftI.n b uild1ng this edU'ice whioh the poet promised 

us, ho sp out m01"e -than thll1ty ye.ar s . ill . MoX'ol;1u bHl l eves 

t hat it wo ul d be easy to ahew that trom t o IIL 'Eaprlt purl! 

or' f rom Cho.tt,erton to lfLIl.I3outo111e Q 10.. Mol' '' the poet 

overcalTi(; all doubt (And s ndnoss. During this time , he 

lott the r eG-1m ot the heurt. for the realm .of 'theught . 

His vision extended to the whole world. of all t imes . 

:J;l:1O poet no longer cue t his worke 1nte the f h-el!ls d1.d 

hls horo l.'hat terton, bu t h e t hl"E)1v them into tho ocean 

of souls t.o oomo, aa did t ho oaptain in "La Boutei lle 
, 
a 1& Mereu Thls s low asoension was quito i n keoping 

wI th the tompeN lmant of Vlg;ny. He always 8s plred to the 

regions of the d ivine. 
, . 

AleKGndel~ Dumas pe.r.e s810. or 

him. tI'Uhen ViGny folded his vflugs An d nlle;hted by chanoe 

on the creat ·of a mountain, 1t was a oonoes f:J lon whIch he 

made ~o humanity. 1t Moreau extends the metaphor by add

ing tnat Vlgoy fl ow beyond al l pesslrnls o ; no soared above 
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the ·006t:ma f'urrot'lecl by hUnl&U geniu6 to tbo heights not 
,. 

renched by the "Delugo;" to the Gad of . idea",. 

Conoerning his religion, Moreau belie" tbat; 'lJigny 

was Chr1stian at thE! vcry moment thut Christianity waa 

dead 1n h is heart . f '£IS Ghl"lstian b:r his att.t tude of 

roserve, by u rosignu tion whioh i s not indlZfe!'cne6, end 

by a anonee which 1s no t al\wHya revolt . "Depth of th~ 

tlind , classio depth, H adds the critic . I1Romnnticlsm 

ve nerates .. t he senslbllltle-s of 1ma~:ln2t1on, olaasi-clsn 

venerateg reason." With Vi gny Imaglnatlo1ii and senslblli ty 

seemCd qui to :m'bol'(Una 'te to reason"," 

Y.oreou is assured that authentio 8'1.lnbollsm hns re ... 

oognized its tn2&ter i n Al f l?ed lie Vlgny. Varla ine plaoed 

hbl outside Roooo tlclst.'l 1n asupel'ior reulm. E .. de Regnier 

regal'dad him &8 'tan 1L11 t lstQr . He ssw ahQve the ol 'PBed 

gardon of tlSon urns d ouloureuse at 'odor-anten one of those 

1rnmortnl butte:r.'fI1e·e wh ich iln iote,rio):' Psyche ,ao)f.et1:nes 

sends to us, bearing the message of herinvieiblo pr·csenoe. 

Like Vlguy in his lvoI"Y to?IOr, tho Sytubolists have climbed 

to their tower of pOI'colnina . 110l:'0 Moreau l?aculls hoW 

Vltmy used to accept the 11:' tn~tet· Dnudolaire. 11e tlOuld hava 

reoognized in ' 'Verla-lne too his ovn "Chanson grise ou 1 f,impreo1s 

au precis se joint ," iligny, like Verla1no and hie disoiples, 

l i ked the indeoisive music of" 6. subtle VIbration . In n 

lettal~ to his oousin, the Counteas of Plea-sia, NO l-ead, 

'I find vorfl6a !:lore ravishing when their' form is detorm1oed 

and WhOtl !~he limit ot' theil~ sontiment is not fixed upon 

one lme:ge, permitting frOG play to rovIU'Y. " V1gny l\"efusod 

105 



to tr·ans l a to profound and rare emotions in to commonplace 

language, resigning himself to Bay with the Julion of 

Daphne, "I shHll sing for the Musos and for mys.elr. " 

This profound "moi ll which Vlgny c lothed in symbols 

. 1s not a faltel-lng Psyche , abandoning 1 tael! to revery and 

sensation. . It 15 t houGht . TherGfore , Vigny does not allow 

all of natu!'o to enter his works . The shadings of lIugo 

with his twili~ht fogs ,and the confuGod voices of Lamar

t ill.s are lacking . Rathel' than the feeling f or Uature Bung 

by Romantic poets , Vi~ny prefers a recline for all humanity, 

that f eeling which made Racine a. master of his art , and 

Corneille one of the masters of thought . Moreau takes this 

excerpt f':!'om Vignyt s Journal liMy tOl'mQnted soul f'inda res t 

in ideaa, clothed in mystic garb . In order to retain 

poa1tive ideas " my head is forced to throw them into the 

domain of' irnaginaM.on .• " These immortal ideas contain 

nothlr~ . of the morose pessimism Which one might expect , 

nothing of' the vogue idealism of the Romantios , no "mal 

. du sleele'" or atl ven:rturosomo mess1.ahlsm · hut the supernatural 

1:;>eauty of' a world'· ' ''hleh Vi E;ny Bnd his master Malebral'lche 

ho. va des ignecl , ;~ti',o}U UlO very name of God . The Ie. ttar de

clared that God is fIle lieu des ames," the former tha t 

"souls have th6lir' \'1To r J.d wheI'o , unseen treaaures accmnulfltEli , I ~ -. , , , 
His Wox'o is the sojourn of om' minds , as space J.8 thnt of' 

our bodies. 

This essay is more a eulogy· to the art and thought of' 

Al fred de Vigny than a consideration of the work of M. 01-

toleux . it reflects the pe rmanent policy of the Revue 
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~~ Uondes i n def'~na6 of' the poet-philosopher. 

The f ollow1n;:: exoerpts (20) shed 1nterestln& l ight 

upon 1;>011 ti cal end sonial ideas, of cel.eur atedF.t'enchmen 

in 1830. It h as soemed f 1ttlns to ta's.nslate 1n many 

. ·<H1S.3S . 

In 1867 j Wh e n Louis llatis houne published the 11 ttle 

notob.ooka 1n which '~lfr· et.1 de Vif!}:J.'!f hed insori.bed the essence 

of his i ntellectual a.nd moral life . the ed1 tor .t~ouncl it 

)etter t o hold ''$Ome passaaes in rO(3Ql've. Many note& oon ... 

oernlllg Stlln t o Bouve £I nd Vi ctor Eueo, who were s t ill 11 t; .. 

lng, were oonsldel"OO l'~r t oo (,Hluatio . The poet IS refleotions 

on tho [3our':)on3 and the d ' Orleaun \'lOre judged dlereapec tful. 

",n hlDto'rical work on GOl~S loa appearod too doc t~mantary and. 

of only speoia l inte1"08 t . Today 1 t o cur10a i t y vesta in the 

'mo(hn'n his tOl!'iclll llle thod 8tl.lPloyod by Vigny. 

The uncdl ted VlOl~lcs of Alfred de V1fr.uy onme to M.. Gregh 

t hl' ough l.1 .. . and fAme 'l'l'ei'Cu, 11 tSI'ary heil?S to Louis Ra t1sbonne. 

Prom these notes, M. Or o;::;h ~ditod tho novel :paphll@ and pub-

11shed 1 t in l U12. Wor l d nar :r pr6vonted the publication 

o~4" the unodited t'r aStnonta of the Journel d 1un poete, whi ch ---- - - ---
a pPoiH'ed i n 1920. 

fl"b.,e rb's t f r agoent 15 dated May ~W., pl~obably 1829. 

Th.u poet hacl jus t r earranged hi,s poomej purauant t o the 

pub11c H tlon of a ' new edi t l 0l1. S1n06 181'1 , he had been 

lookinG for $ modorn 8ub ject · which eight pl~ove aa beaut1 .. . 

ful in f orm os those taken i' rom ant1 'lu1ty. He hadn' t 

(20) ;,.;R.6..;,.VU..:..;,;;.O ~ Deux MOndese dane I, 1897. 

, 
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f 'ound 1t. Moder'n t6bleawc. tH~f)m.eo. t o h im , mor'Q tOl'ruontod 

with p~sa 1onat() urvJ dramatic detail thnt'l the- -ancient 

ta.bl~nux , and therefo!"EI' , les3 n'-mplt~ in f orm £md les1l 

aUJ:'nble . In flElon" a l one, ' V1~ny be11e~led he had 38Sioi ... 

, lilted t he t wo trends . 1io' wTote , u'1'lH) journuls t htt t dis ... 

d a1ned this work and f ound it absurd iu :U32~}, tu"'<o pr ais -

ing it n ow. ',Phis generli:itlon will llndeln~ 'f.;.u.nd I1Hh At prel'lent 

you must write fo.}:' thos'G who fol low, tor if youlWe not 

aheo.d of the t l.;nell, :tou ,are behind them. 

·~uy 2~~ , 1820 

V:igny ha.d jus,'\; be~n to $ 0 0 Vi etol' 11U60, ~>il lnta neuva 

end t wo " l nd1ftel'entn. t~ tt~uln'to ... Beuvc is u rutber ugls 

11ttl.e llH&n , who makos r f.jvol'tmtl&l !lnd ObflQquious fueful 

contortions like an ol d wOnl~n. He 6.Xpre(;lSE;s h1ms(}:l f 

puintully but, 'I'lith ;;1, t'und o:;:'" erudition und \vlth skill 

as E:. Ii tel'tlx'y (}l"'i tic . Id.olizing Victor Bugo, he has been 

dr'awn intopootry by !.1:!.rll . n 'l1,sny' s oOOerva.t1on concsl"n-

1ng augo is th.u t sinoe he ha4 eome i nto the wOl'lc.t, he had 

spetl't nia t.1!:lO €,t,oing .from one man to anothoV' ,t poux' lea 

em:unor ,H a k imr.'11ng of f: the nent in them. ~hll& u.tfeotlngthQ 

tone of H. ttl&l:ltoX', Vigny l~egu~dG him rEi. ther lUi Iii pupil of 

Sulnte neuve , tOot' it 113 t h e poot who gathers fr001 t h ,E.! critic 

a .fund of :tnf ol"matl on .. 

In 1822 whon the Odes tlln)eara-d~ Hugo cloimod to be 

"venue en . " nUts mothe1' often told 1''10 thnt he WtiG bOl~n tn. 

Il town notu," Chato(lubrsn t . lh.lgo WIi,JJ, 60 devout then thot one 

tine at a h illl .. h~ tUl:oned h1a eyea from nome g i r ls in low ... 
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necked dr-esa{!:s euylns, "Aren' t those \Vl1.itoncd aapul chv6s ?1J 

Cho.tct:lulJr1&n 'd was his god . He h ad c tluae to Co.mplli1n at 

the indifference or tho t great W1.'1 ter. l"lcnnais \10.$ h ie 

s e cond prophet . '~t that time he (Huso ) was al most a. Josult.. 
' I- . oj 

. 1'odf).Y ~ l1e told me t.h(,t he was leavIng tho rl~t Vling . " Hugo 

spoke of t.l1e, 'Jil'tuea of ge njara1n Conatcmt .. lie bol i .cved t ha t 

he \'io uld soen beoome fA mlnl:J ter in t h e goverm;1snt . " Ho is 

calculating. but he 1s not the V.1,ctmr. I usod to love . '.t:'hen 

h e \180 bl t fanatic COttcol'Ulng 1"ol i g1eo and roya lty, chaate 

C{S ({ mai den , u hi t ,t s 8:t\l'I41ge, f too . 'e liked h im tha t way. 

How he l:tkea tn-o 'propos grlvo1s. \ ,and becomes a liberal ; 

ma.tul·lt:r ho.s SQt In . However " he l i ves utter hav ing \Vl'lt ... 

ten whim on6 ahoul d wrl to after hn vine; 11 ved to II 

A Ruasl l~n colonel" ~ . de 14eyel."dorf , and Ed . de LaJl'El1'lge 

hac! oall(lJd on the poet . r.1 .. de Lazrange had Pl:'6vtQusly s een 

lter Scott in Edlnburgih Scott had hagged h i m to tell 

Vigny th&t 01nq_lIJ.urs was the only French book whioh be WQS 

l."euding . He found only one taul t with it . '!fLo· pauDle tl 

d1dn t t hold 1:1 sufficiently important pluca . 

AU fr.ilS t 20 I 

Victor Hugo h just publiahed his tja.rlou de Lerma, an 

excellent work in styl e , 'h ut the publio didn ' t seem toaes 

t !lut this was h is only talent ._ !~o ana ever had as much t orm 

and l eGs depth. i'UO he an r t an i dea. of his ovm. , not u con-

v1ct.1on, an ObCtH"vat1on 01" a <li?oaln beyond t he timfM , but . 

he hMdles ~;ordG with. al1 adm irable s.rt . 1I 

Septembet' 

"u, More de Ven1se 1s 1n !'f.~hoQrGal. I feel neither ------
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pain nor pleasure as the time for a performanco draws 

noar . A mob which 1 scorn will judge the work without 

understanding it . " 

"LataI' La More de Vonies waD 8 success . It has been 

, playing all vd.nter (1829 ) at the Theat re Francais . 1t 

July 2 , 1830 

"This mo~"ning " 1. C oncai "led the ide a of wri ting the 

h:hstory of' 11 country a.s one 'Would th&.t of a man--firat~ 

its portrait ', its pIneo on tho glQbe~ ita geographical 

and typ 0graphical fox'mat ion, :t·t s c onflgux'a tl on~ its 

. featm:"EH1" mountains ~md \re.lleys" the relationship be'tween 

t he inhabitunts and the earth , tho peopl e with their fes-

tures ,' origin and h:i:story , tho history of their governmen ts . 

The title will be Corsic:.). I shull '~alk to i! .. Pozzo de Borgo 

concarning t!ocllmentr"tion." 

July 10 

Vign:y had jUs t spent two and ono- half hourn with M. 

Pozzo de Borgo. The poet had ques tioned hin about Corsi ca, 

and his complaint to his jouY'nnl waG tha t there hat! been 

too few anll">101'S r'el r~ ti ve to Corsica and too many about 

Pozzo di Borgo . llnonaparte :.l.Ud I, moi at Bonapm·te,lt r eap-

penrod in tho ' conversation at evory moment . At age 24 , M,. 

Pozza de Borgo had bean sont to the Cons t ituen t Assembly as 

one ofAt COIlsican deputation. The delegation proposed t o 

tendCH' the support of Corsica to tho now Conat1 tution, 

nnd to dl'SW up a" proces .. verbal" of the sessions . M. Pozzo 

c l uirnod ti~ be the possessor of the only exis tine copy of the 
I 
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.,. 
Il procca/' the r&pel~CU351ons of .,hl ob had stimula ted the fury 

of' Nnpoleon l. nnd had 'brought ubout eightE)enmonthe of 

guerrilla wBrf'at·o i n the mountains o·f Ajaoc10. DUl:'ing the 

whole oonference" M,. Poz~o never loa t, a.l gh t of h b one 

1400" "nor cUd I 1086 $1ght ot mine, f! noted t he poo·t. 1"he 

hiatorY of Corsica waa r!everwrl tton lJ1.~t tho list of questions· 

propoaoQ. by t he poot fAnd the {~ nswors of tho 001."810.n p.re moat 

8l'fHla ing nnd ahow tho delightfully hurnorou8 and of ton hldden 

side of t he poet ' a na.tut'EJ. 

August 9 

fI.'l'he Duke of Orleans 1s King oltho henoh n nd the 

~enoh f.U"O Ropublioans. I anI one too, MOl'etlle-n anyone · els e, 

now too t the weakn(llss ot Charlo a X and the DauphIn , l'lhO dldn f t 

know how t o f1gnt , have t~eod me from my superstit10us 

at.te.ohmont t OT!' them. 

M ------... b,$S j ust come 'back f rom !Jornlandy. ffe suw the 

King and hl,;I!l pitiful $ulte~ '!'he l)Quphine nnd a ll hel? t uml11 

havo nel t het' money not> pe rsonal linen. 'lhe Dllehess of Berry 

wile dressed as Q mm., 10 n little 'redingote.' She asked 

t he Duo de Oawont. Lu-F01·OO. t o 'buy her s ome handkerchiefs . 1I 

tlJ)o youwlah bnt1ute1ti asked La Foroe~ 

wNo, no, the oheupostth1ns you Qan tlnd . tt 

Pnthet1o' llttle terolnlna needs seemed to impress the 

poet. 

Ootobe.r 16 

uGovernmento. l torce 1s destroyed. The revolutton has 

dono IllQre than revel'se II dynasty. The people will be able 

to. do ' QS they-wish now. I took up arms during the night, 
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i'ol:'med a: battul ion" sol conductod thl1"ty pl';1.[:oners to the 

l!l't,)foctul"e of PoB.co . 1t 

lovembor' 12 

"~a-t SiJnday, I dinod with t he lUng, the Quoen, nod 

. Madaiilc , the King" a aister . 'rhey apoko with great oharm of 

c1nq ... ~ and of trrl cth.o!" work. The King has dign.i ty of 

£e.ce Be of 1 faqoms . tHi s :1guro X'®6omblea that of Louie 

XI V , his tfaootls', t hose of ~ pea.aant ' p0>:·nmu i • U 
• 

On Ootob el" 30 , ViGlY fini:3hod a drruna 1n tlvG act::.;, 

hlch ho had star'ted on August 2 of t h ut you.r ~ the Uurachale 

d t tmcro . It! did it for Madul~Hl Dorval, fOl' I be lievo her 

to be t he fil'at tro.gcdlanuG of the day. She is tYlenty ... t1 iOo, 

:fpa.Bsione e at spi:r'ltucllo r " If 

December l. 

11 I am oocupying myself with the doctl'ine ot Saint .. 

loon . ilia pupil~ 0.1"0 o lever eco~1omlsts vt".o mclte religions 

to soduce nrtlats ; those of pazard - Enfn.ntin &I's pantheists 

and gl 'Ie nothing to t ho tutu:N} of tho ~ ou l . 'l'hoy know Mal thUB 

better than pil~to. This religion, could be called t he Itnellg10n 

du Pr ol Ei talre ; " Gl phl l osophlcsl t heocracy connot be t hus 

f Qunded 1 a 1pl·101>i' . !t nnnul:J the il1dIvidual on earth and 

ull in Et arnl tY II! I ' 

\-.'1'1116 .l3onnpal"tc was on Saint Helens.. an English captain 

O{mIO and tluid to him (Gcco;pd1ng to Vlgny) . I wish to was h 

11111 c oun,t r7 of the 01'11:10 of your denth. Comel My ohlp is 

yourD ,, « BOOc.pal' te b(Hled h ie hond nnu replifld, "The r e 10 no 

furthel' r ole fOl' ~e to plllY in t..lJ.1s worl d . I shull atay. t1 
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V1gny'B reflo.at1on washll~t ono must 880.130 his role 1n 

lifo and resist deatlny only when sbe wishes him to 1'1$1 

nn ignoble tUld uO\'lortbj't pnrt. 

ff So.1nte- 'fleuve told m~ thQt he was s olng to adnptthe 

ideG of aho11 tl on of heritage, of' the Sa1nt- Slmon1a.ns,ll 

but tha t he detast6cl their· re11g1cm ; he felt they destroyed 

the lndl vidual, m d all. spontaneity" .(]onvers1ng wi t h him 

on the oide~ he told me tlllat he thought they would soon 

t nke o'te~ the earth, a nd thLlt doubtless 1 t would become 

It religion."-

Daoemoel" 11 

nTo~o.y I tOlm f1n1ah1ng I.:e,f! Q.9~al.?,~e,!J. by Goeth.a . I t 

is '11 pretty comedy. tJot)the eayce the moral 1s that 1 t 1s 

the innocent who t hrows t he f'irs·t a tone •. 

Doubt haa sel~~ed flil'h Wasn 't Ohrist himself' a okapt10 

"men he su1d.,t; • Pardon them fof' they know not what they do? t 

Ian ' t tha. t doubt :1 tfH~lf?" 

December 19 

nPopulnr uprisings aI'e ·bog1nnlng 8gsin" and a b:raln

loss aourtlaan" fl . de;~annior .. en old dullnr'(l " is all they 
:~',-'" 

nood to 1080 everything and eomp:rotn1se the National. Guard . 

:t am s taylng in Parts for the g,ske· of bonor andttppaar 

not, to be fleeing h'orn dao.gslr".. My l.ydle oantt make up her 

m1nd to leavo r flrla alone. It 

Deoember 23 

uL:rd~a hGa gone to ~ellefoIlt$1n~h ! spent tho night 

under fH,'mew1 t h the bott s 'lion.. l'1oture.sque bivouaol 
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The . National GtUll'da foreot the oause andatnrted to do."loo. 

I cOlJld wl:'1te , a hool; ontttlad H1stOl"I of the J!leut rol ~ 

Skeptioal Major1 ty. Th1 amajorlty lIould not beoome 1m-

pao'sloned fo):' nny one mun , or :ror eny form of c;overnr:lont, 

but only fox' 'les idees just'Ela' . . Good sense would be 1ts 

sou]."" . It 1·~ thn t element whioh would have abandoned Bona

pat'te a nd the arraY' at Watol'loo . Soorn will ohoke 'tAW some 

day'" 

January 5 

III bave rOGd Tartuf'fe for the tenth time. T'no 

morol1st dominates 1n Mo119re. Observationa, por-

traits, maxims are the uaokground o·r his t irades whioh are 

too long a OOlet iI::J0s, and out of placo f or purposes of truth; 
/ 

'but f inall.y one perce l vee that these passages form a wob 

of tdoaa, 0 oompnot ensemble, and leuve 1n one·'a mind 
/ " . , 

'la morelite l ) l'ldee- mere' ; which h~ wished to injeot. tI 

Je:nllSl'Y 12 

IIIn r eading Marlowe" the English contemporary of Shaken

pere, I f1nd n pla y entitled Doct.or Faustus , pl ayod in 1590. 

Goethe trsr1alatad it £lnd imitated it e l mos t ent1:t"oly 1n 

. his Faust; whic.h in looked \lptm asanor1g1ma1 .. , 

! have read Egmont of Goethe., Bad develoPilent nnd 

made f or t he opora . FerdinHnd is too Qerm tln 1n hlsf'r1end ... 

ship . Clu1re fin1shes badly .. ~he h os only ono ohsming 

acene In the third aot . 

I n 1823, LaMmenais hud the '-dea which he put to work 

1n .;;;l...:tJ~~v.;...ce;..;:n.~lr. . Afterwards, he oontl'a.dioted himself Bnd los t 
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his 'place in society.. Opo cannot make other s bel ievo in 

an ide a " when h e hllsntt f aith 1n it h1mself, at leust in 

appel1rHnCe a nd ptu·sovorEmco . 

Des tiny r'ofused me war ,. whi-ch 1 lovod. I wrote Sal'v1 ... 

. tude at GrlUldeur Mill taiX'es, deslring t o haston the des--- . 

truc t:ton of t.tuat love of mill tory glory \WLl1.(:!h l. cculdn t t 

oonquer o.n<) VJhlch only t.t.'30 will destroy. " 

:\lthoutth those excerpta conta in much that 1s obscure 

i n meaning , and whicb ':Jake little sense for one who 1s 

unacquain ted wi th r''l'onoh hlato17, they i nd icate that the 

.;.;R..;;,e..;.v.;;;u..;;,o £! ~ _hl..;.,o.;,;;n,.;;;.d..;;.,Gs .... was willing to publ ish a l most anything 

in oonnoction with l\lfrsd de V1cny. 

In 1925 , the Heg lonal , Assoclution of tho "Bassos 1'y-
I 

ronoes tl comr:le~o:r'ated a oentenary in honor of the so.1ourn of 

Al f rod d o ViBUY in Boal'n . (21) Many tales of old mon tell

ing how tho Itnatura, pyrenoene tt hud comiuol'ed the , poet" had 

been pres erved . The young o.fficer of tho gual"d could be 

met any day w-alklne; around tho city_ One is not sura that 

Pau , in apiteo·f the aplf3!lclor of 1 ts panorama and i tl:ll h1o

t orical rlcnol3ss , he l d al'ont l)Om:lrs of incantation , but it 

is true thtlt "!'ihepoet spent three seasons tbere , i':Uld t hn t 

'tho :newt! des :Deux l.iondo9 took thlsoccas 10n to publish 
. ------

an a.ccount c·t his stay .. _ •..... ; . 

On June 11, 1024, tOWlll~d the end of the dny, the 55th 

~nf(jntry made its entrance into Puu. 1'he city offorod 

little to Bt1mulate the patrlot1.sn at the r e giment . That 

which gl'eotod. the eye hud eC~:ll.~Qoly chanGed 6inco medieval 

\2IT~ flew-a-des Deux Mondes, September 15, 1925. ---, - - ---- _ ....... -
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tlr.aes.. A St::l tU0 of Lo~is XIV adorned the publ ic square 

and, \md-er ft, thG ,r pm'ticulariacts besX"na1a " hlad place:d 

this inlScripM .. oll , ItHere is thee g:r,"undson Of DUX" Henry. 1l The 

l'eeeption of Psu w.es anything but trl u,'nphant . The otfloe"s 

. tried to impe80 respe ct by affect1ng (j. dladail1fully mar ... 

tl t11 m~nner . Onll one adapted a d1f.fort;'lnt attltude .. Lead ... 

lmt his company on hors- aback , a youngeuptain, ifi th l ong 

blond ha.ir !lua detnohed dreamy atr# made· no effort. to 

conceal h ia b oredom. His r.]annor wa..a ll$· li ttlo mill tnl'Y 

as poss1ble. Gaspa.rd de l'omO) eald of him, ltThere isolle 

who has not, t..':1o l ook of' three thin-os ttuat he i8, a.n office%", 

a poet, and Un horame d f 0spri t .. 11 EV(;)l~ythln$ a~out himl"e ... 

fleoted hia detachment from army life.. !:n.atead of. n manua l 

on mi11t&ry tactics " he co.;rrled 1.n h is knapsack .a !Nel1 .. 

thumbed Blbls. He hild jus ;.; r ·$Jolned his regiment, nftel' 

a. four"month leave, w!:lich he had used to publish tlEloa.,1t 

For nine ;;e[~r.$ Vigny had supported gSr'l'ison lire , tl;la "flOI"

'J'itude mill taira. 1I He aSt.'1!·ed to know tbe grnndeu;r>E~nd wao 

gI'unted his l' eq,U&st to join the fi fhy .. rli'th I'&glment , for 

oombat duty 1.rl Spuin. r,l.1he regiment had orossed France fl.'om 

Strasbourg to Bordeaux but It atopped at Orthez, n~ve:r 01"08.8" 

ing tho fronti.el' . Captain de Vigny ha<l no nsed t o go farther 

in. 'order li to build c L\s tles in Spo.1n" . In this punorsm.a of 

mountains .und rivers , h.e l ivod 0. his tt;ll'YI picturesque, lmpres-

81 ve and his torlca.l . 

Olor-on, where Vigny I'6ce1 ved orders to appear Vii th his 

troups, oocupies three tll11.s separated iYy t he gorges of the 

Asps and t he Oa88u. Thi s , \~1a: creet city , with its Medieval 
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and ',Renatseance 9tl'uotuI'GSI pleased him 1mmed1ately. 

It was there tha t be wOl;'ked tenaoiously .. during seven 

months of 1823 and 1824, pl anning and wri ting rooat of hls 

novel IfClnq- Mara. u He had wi th great difficulty arranged 

. to have threo h unch-ed books and sane manusoripts sont to 

Oloron. He annotated them with fever1sh ooncentrat1on 

during the leisure hours which his oommand a llowed. At 

010ron his poem "Dolorldall is dated. It bears the Spanish 

proverb wh1ch 18 ito theme , '"1o (,amo mas a tu amor que a tu 

vida , " and 1s impregnated with southern lyric1sm. When 

°Doloridao appeared in La Muse Pran<raise, 1n October 1823, 

Soph1e (Ja y , Mother of Delphine, wrote of' it , !tIt 1s dIvine . " 

Alfr'@d has already told and retold it to us. " If this be 

true, it was written long before laBS. It may be that Ma

dame Gay took this ocoas10n to ex.aggerate her 010s6 friend

ship w1th the poet, who wrote 1n his journal t hat he had 

never proposed to daughter Delphine beoause she la.ughed 

too loudly. 

The poet wrote s everal beautiful t hings a t 010ron, 

h1s "PrieX'6 pour ma mEH~e , 1f which only appe ared in h1s Journal 

and \'Ib. i eh 1s de ted September 1823, and his U Deluge , 'I 1n

spired by the gr andiose spectaole of tho surround1ng 

mountains . To write one of the most beautiful ohapters of 

Cinq-Mars, he hnd only to note what waG UOdEH' h1e eyes. 

On June 27 and again 00 July 27, there was a great stir 

in the barracks on acoount of the passage of the .i.Juohess of 

Angouleme, first comi ng fi~om ~ayonlle and t hen retuX'n1ng 
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frGm Coutorots . Whethol~ the princess arr1 vod by ono road 

or anoth er WUS of 11 ttle 1nterest to VlgnYi thEH'e was al

ways the same ceremonial. The city of Pau received the 

princess with cGrreotness but the mental at t1tude was 

. unfriendly. Offioers of tbe Royal Guard had been h1ssed 

soon after their arr1val 1n Feu. On August 1, a rea l 

battle arose , when at JUl'anqon, the 
, 
earnais attempted 

to hinder tho 801d101''3 of the Fi f ty- fir-th from taking 

part 1n the "oon tre-dunoes . tf Them!l! t ary wove f orced 

.to b e til t (i retreat . However, thelraonc1l1o.tory att itude 

dld not oalm the ussa l1ant s . Fi ghts broke out on the bridge 

of the Gave and extended to the gate of Pou . s tones 

ralned down upon the l" lfty- flfth, a nd a ooord1ng to the 

letters of' Captain de Vlgny, ~le weak authorities didn 't 

dare t ake vigorous aot1on aguinst the townspeople . 'rho 

movement had so intensif ied by the next doy that 'offioers 

dored not leave their qUQPtel's . The indignation of Cuptain 

de Vl gny ran high . lIe remembered his rother's words when 

he was entering t he g uards o f the tt Malson Rouge, If '''You 

ar'e a Count, oousin of the V1gnys killed 1n the Army of' the 

Prinaea " and nephe W' of the Lieutenant of c)uff ern, .Ghot ot 

Qu1heron. u 

Vigny took ao Be t1 va PQ.l·t 1n formal prates ts to the 

clvll ou t h or1ties. lie was responsible for caus i ng t h e 

ax-rest at: oivil leede r s of the disturbanoes " and for tbeir 

arralgnr:::lent before. the Caul's d ' assize·s. However, the jury 

f 'O'und , 1 t 6.1tpedlent to' close thOir eyes to t h e evidence 

rQtl1ef' than .tO' fan the fires of civil 1."evO'1t. The "MellOr-
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101 b611rno.ls" t ollow6d t.he proceedings with t;l. ztory . 

,l rj7hoa o ovonts in n o '(Joy refleot· the politic £! of the neorrul.1s" 

Vl11.o h o vo ill '1'7 0 j 'S en noted fOl' t he ir lovo and devotion to 

t he adorod 1'ilmll:r o f our kings . (, 

i1hether 1 t wus tho deception uno' -mortifying a.f ter

t as te of t his !J fracas " or not , Vlgny f el l tl Ori Olwly 111 

at this, time . He believed himse l f l ost to this Vlol'ld. , 

and h~_.u'ned numerous mmms cl?i pts , a tragedy of Holana " one 

o f Julien the Apostate1:!£nd another of Anthony nnd 0100-
,. - , '-

potl'U" fl1J.1o .... lt e a es say-6oa a t grlffoneos dopuls dlx- hu1t a vlngt 

ans . " 
; , 

'he a.ut o- du- fo being acc om: 1.1shed " V1eny recovered 

and 1n hie journul we rood that he wan astonished no t to 

'Os dOlita und to have pnesed through fla l ot1§.!: ilJ.n68 5 .. ihioh 

hud all t he ~ ymptOt!lS of cholora . " 

he mur'velouo cl imate o f .Pall shortened hie oonva le .. 

S0 0nc~ . HG ',n"oto , uThe beautiful rootmtnins . t ho PU!'€ o.i r 1 

aod the c a f t oolors o f the sun consolo me 0 11 tt le f0 2:' t ho 

inhab1ttlnts . whom I could nevor l ike no matter undor whllt 

oircut;ls tl.l Oo{')s . " UQ v i sited t h.e Pure do 1£1. Haute Plante, 

where the King of Huvarro , oonpunion 1n captivi ty o f Fr anoes 

, lit }lavle , had brought " t o h old her court t hor'c , t h o (lister 

of the k1ng .. chO'valie l'. !.daI'guerito dl Angoul emo , "'1'ho Mar

gu erite of MSl'guorites , tho tenth muae , femin ine ot b ody, 

wi th tho heart o f 0. nun nnd t ho heud 01' un angel . !! 

At t his tine V1gnY'g constant companion \1&8 Q young 8 01'-

getmt . Jaen nthiol"', who wrote varseo . 'rhis. o odes t com-
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and to be named teatamentury executol' of tho poet of the 
, 

IfDe·nt1:ne'es . " 

The f aot that tho sooiety of l?au Wl'>.8 closed to Vlgny, 

was no doubt h is renson tor tUl'n1ng toward the En glish 
, 

. c 'olony,. "hal'e he ll:ulue the acquu1ntance ot tho ex·t1"Qvagant 

811" flugheo- Mll l Sunbury . ~'h1e English r ·amlly had 011 thu t 

WSt!t neoessar, o f tho fantaa tic und the unaxpeoted, for the 

seduc tion oJ." Alfred de Vigny . The fath(.t1" was oredited with 
• 
several !::l Ullone , and oounted limong h is dnmains on island 

,.o.r .Polynesia peopled wi t11 eann1bals . Rs.ther t han try out 

tho ' benefits of civilization upon his EJub j eo ts , h e pre

ferred to perCltnhul e te through. a ll I-::Urnpe 1n a vehiole , 

b1ZQI'1~e at the time. -- a tra1lo1' . De,testing sttlge ooaohes 

and " barlinee ll beyond all expression , he had construoted a 

wagon w1th s o l on, dining l'oom, kitohen and bedroollls . Thus 

he beoE.';me maste:r ot all his Itdepluoements . " He could de-

part at w 111 1n tho d1rection whioh h1s fancy d1otated , and 

if' the eite d1dn t t ploase him he moved .on, having satisfied 

hie -ow.'loI'1ty_ We ro.1g11 t .find 1n this vt"gaooncllng ltUls 

poe try und .mOl'e "syhnl'itisme , " but unmistakedly the free 

vagaboll1dage or fiLa Mais on d u Berger . " 

It is not cet>tl41n that 811" Hughes-Mill Bunbury arrived 

in Pau in this i ndependent and romanesque fashion . However, 

V1goy was attracted less by the or1g i nality of the old 

globe- tl~ottet' t han by the oha.rm of his two da,U@.'phtortl, Lydlo. 

and Al leie . The eldel' Q grave Oreole, oold and ma..1 es tic , 

cOl'responded wel l to the plct\,u'8 which V1g ny must havo 
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had of his muse . Niece of' the Govern0r of Jamaica, she 

had, accol'ding to Banville IJaverythi ng of the' daughter of 

a king ,, " Coming from l'l d istant cou ntry, a he was adorned 

wi t h that vague prestige, which has 80 much influence on 

the marriage of poets. Besides, tha t which made the young 

c apta in an objeot of jes.t to h is comrades, only added 

brillianoe to the h~lo of glory Bnd of beauty which the 

young mis s of t wenty-f1 va bull t arcund him . It w.as she 

who bec ame more determi ned thtm he to break the reslst-

anos of S1r Bunbury~ 

At the end of 1824 Vlgny's regi ment was reca lled 

to o~ez . Here h e ob t ained the leave wh1 ch permitted him 

to return to lJ8u a nd t o marry . On February 3, his oommand

ing off icer, Colonel de Fonta nges, affixed h 1s signature to 

the civil contract . On February 8, the pres1dent of the 
, 

Conshtery of the BaatH~S Pyrsnees came from Orthez to .Pau 

to perform the Protestant rite. Ther e is no evidence that 

Vigny ever sought a Cath olic bened1ctl0.n of their union. 

Al though Alfred de Vl gny '.faa not endear ed t o Pau as 

a civic body , M. Pre vi a l feels tha t the powerful vision, 

t he profoundness of t hought ond the sober vigor of expression 

wh ich made the poet indiff erent t o paSSing modes owes some

th i ng t o the eternal you t h and inspirat ion of the mounta.ins 

at Pa'll. I t is true t ha t Cing-Mars was, for the most part, 

sohie'/ed ther e .. It was there tha t Vlgny wrote "La Cor" al.-

though t he epic sub jeot of the poetn wa~ unfolded i n the valley 

of Roncevaux f'ur away. The f ollowi ng verses from "Le COl" ! 
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describe ta.lthf'ully the ma jestic panorama of Pau: 
, . ~ 

" Monts gales a t £18uri8, trone des deux s a laons . 
Dont le front est de glace et le pied de gazonl" (22) 

Thirty letters edited by M. Daniel ~'Agoult (23) are par t 

of a reeol' d of fr i endsh1p faithfully austained :)etVleen 

Alfred de Vigny and the ~ountess dtAgoult for more than 

thIrty yearp . I have translated many excerpts, for it 

seems t ha t 1n no other way coul d one desc~lbe the l i ttle 

known quall ties of' t h e author . In addition, the quaU ty 

of literary material which is aocepted by the Revue ~ 

~Deux J.!0ndes beoomes clearer . Though the inclusion of 

one nrti cle cannot be used to evaluate thestandnrds at 

a periodioal, still the fact that it includes material 

of Q tamiliar and not too lIterary style 1s revealing . 

The Revue seeks a large reading publi c among the literary 

middle class, and at t h e same time tries to sustain an 

appeal to t he "sava nts" by choosing to discuss persons 

of literary fame . 

'l'he letters of Alfred de Vi gny to the Countess d!' Agotllt 

were written between the year s 1839 and 1854 . An unpub

lished l etter of 1835 was s aid to have been written 1n n 

. rather ceremonious tone. EXoept for the peak year of their 

friendshi p, following t he rupture of the Countess and the 

musloian Llzat, the· letters are evenly distributed over 

t he years . This fact seems to accentuate two qu~litles 

of the poet, unswerving loyalty, and a sympathetic under-

(22 J :Alfr·ed de VIgny "Oeuvr'-e-s Completes . r osales" n~ 
(23) Revue des Deux Mondes , November 1, 1934 . ----- --- ---- ------
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st llnilin g of tho probll)ms o f' OthO!' 6 . Sr'mutil.'lCS thf3 It)ttar" 

present ('I j'lll'llbl f' 0" nOl1tHlns(' . 'hey 8pont13neOUH flDd 

1ncohere:1 t ,. Chflnr"o13 of thotl.ght cpp in t~ .,.,t Lmo"?;:'octocl 

nner .• 

In 1823 Vl ,'ny mr .du the ncquHll:tnnce of tIlt;) CountuoG 

I.l' :'goul t " 'iho os Mlle. :'1.avl ~ny h~d .1i l St f'lntshod hl.~ "" 

trr 1n1n(\ ,a t h tho 31I'Jtal"t' 0 .'" thl) Sacrod '{eapt .. rnJ.e ... 

l ov1rny notes thnt the youn:: o f·~1(le!'t ~lA.8 hand~.'or,' , d~. ' , -

t lngu1sr ed, "OXqU18 .. fI '!'hey need divinoly . V ·'r .t 

hDV,') declr rod h1s 10"c , ~)tlL on ~j POOl' ';oun'~ Ie coule 

not f1Sp! ro to the h~"!1(' 0 .ho ..... !ch Onlv , 01 

cote scr'upl es tr. . .hold the ('xprosslon O i ' b Of.~:' "" . 

r.;viaently , '11) e . de "'ltlv1cny was u no',n,"P6 01' the /.""-'(>1" 

outlment so n odestlj 

'1 t"'. & .t'\ open a:rmpn tny.? 

l ntoC"! • 't' j I1~ C rospond.r3d 

u.ch co 'non C",\IHl 0· ... 

"ion, t:Hlte t;lr:· "'nt opr 

lu!;t1n.z.f;;>l~md.chl¥ . ~let.,~,)~!1 tb.,. . ~-4~1 ~~:.~"'~ .;". , 

mols upaise f nd tho youn ~ mnld\~n Jl touc"~;; ; at ?'8 conna1 ssnnto .. ' 

.S t ar ll ,e .d( 1) Count ess .1 t '\ •. oul t 

in 182? , h Bulon \:'riO alwli'~ 8 ooun to If.'Gd , , 
flhoS0 fi no me nno!',' end v.!"o"lnr ' litcr",ry fr-lJO wo ") c('·ru1l!t 

kn{)l.'rn 1n tbo t:'orld of tho w .. , ubom.·f"- ·~ ~'l;lt 

3r~ak tna: wi th the. hi c!l t'€ll~ned o !Teu .... 

t)Olu',''' .. Stdnt GClrmrJin , ': Countcs~ attracted to h er ' salun, 

~~sidoD UW oristocrntlc socioty , 1 ... 1 ~if·t iot::J ~ho · 

We I'D thd Uis(:u5010n of the dny. The CountQss wnl':} kno,;n ~ r~ 

the "Cor1nno o f tho l"1.h~ ·ia l <;quuis . 1f One dn:.r Sh . ked Vlsm 

to reed nn un;mhllnhcd poem. TIe ChO~H3 lIThe .. 10 
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poem' wns11ttle 1ilppreciated by tbe pretty society ladios 

of t.h~ e.ud,~ence _ A oonfusing 8116[10e foll owed the reading. 

Upon t aking le.aveot the Countess , Vigny ~ema.rl(ed that hls 

f:rlga t e s66t.1ed to have cBused &shipwrbok tor t he Auetrlan 

, ambassador had just asked him if' he 1/U'3l' 6 fa s b.l pbuildel· .• 

Though Li.2.st was !lot ullknown to t.he POf.t t , the departure 

ot the Countess with the mus i cian lei't 1.10 oooasion tor c on

tinued :rela tiona \11 th the poet . Upon he:r return to l'ul'is 

1n 1939 , t'ollow1.ng B tsmpot"tU:'Y seps.ration from Liszt, the 

Countess sought het' old tr1,6no. Vign,. was one of t he tew 

fai thfu1 otles who re t urned to G timula ta nel'\ cou:rng e and 

enorgy, in the faoe of sadnes13 and diffioulty. Corres

pondenoe of the C01mteas and M.szt t'tu"nlshad proof' of the 

h1gh qunl:tty of r'r1endsh1p oi'fered by the poet . ifhe finnl 

sapll rntlon of r,fu1 6· d 'f Agoul t nnd Lls zt f ound the r~1.endshlp 

ot t he poet und the Countess unalte,red . Aft e',r the Coup 

d ' Eta,t (1861) the poet oeuSed to appear at the salon of 

theCounteas , although h is letters of 1854 benl' the same 

friendly note. 

These letters reveal the delicaoy of sp1r1 t o,t the 

man &00 the graoe of t he poet 1n ita exquisite vat-lations . 

The intel l ectmd lifo of tbe Oountes s fuaes with that of 

the poet; the,ir exchange ot ldons on literature, art and 

pootry waa conatnnt . Itl 1842, Vl gny found fl desi gn of hi s 

likeness , in t.he study of the Countess . He inscribed an . 

a,utogx',~ph ttOnly silence i s grent , ll Confident. o f his 

11 tcx'8.ry progro8s and aocepting h l mselfas an enlightened 

orit i o, he applied hlm£lclf to a 8t~dy of' the f irst works 

of: Daniel s tern , pen- name or the Countess . Dur i ng his 80-
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journa in · Purls , in the deoode following 1840, Alfred 

de V18hY was ££ f'I's.quent. gUEiat at the salon of Mille dtAgoult. 

He forced himsel f to be €lmish le t .o her g uests in ordel:' the. t 

tho Countess mi ght he pleasec;l. His friendshi p "un peu jalou8.e fl 

had need o;fthe appea rancea of solitude., fa·I" he wrote tb ta t 
. .. , 
he was never really S9 t laf'led exeep't in the swoot II tate a 

t~tett too ro:('e1y e.ocoroed" ('If I be.d married you, I would 

never have writ ten (l verse,, " be wlt'ote to his fr1end . But 

.1 t \vas 011 f'rle,ndsh1p aOQording to the lady "Re nO'lertroubled 

me. Alone .• "Iith him, I nevor senaedtha t v.'6 were Qlone , He 

hBdn It the spontaneity or the flame thut 10 cQmtl1litnlcable. 

Uis poetry doesn.' t awaken in roe the emot1ons of that ot 

V1otox' Hugo ~r Lumort1ne .n How rudely these words wotlld 

have torn the poet f a e&rs, had: he known thom' 

Tho firs t published lotte!' of lieoamher 30, 1839 mn.n1-

tests a f'riendship treely expressed. In Vigny thanked 

Madame ct 't ABoul t for hen'" 10v1 tnt 10n. t.o Q. Uew YeoI" s Eve 

psr-ty, adding that wheth~v his life wore regulated 1)y £;n 

abs olute gOVt,rnment o.r by two powers , in some respects the 

limitatIons were the sarno, for be had never had at his dis

position the l ust hours of' the closing or the first hours 

or the new y~Hll". 

!i'r'om 184'-3 on, t h e l e tt&r's revealed a growln.g 1n timacy 

on the pl:n' t of' Alfred de Vtgny. In announcing a visl t, the 

poet fa lett,era took a rol1t111a.l~ tone .. He begged to seo the 

Countess alone .. U I can talk fr'om the bottom of my heart 
, 

only tsoul a seul', c,., n4 then wlth aomeef'fo:rt , so muoh do 

I f ·eu:r to wound 1.1 (j,011080y aa pOI' tect as yours. 'I 
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On Febru .. ry 24, 1842 , Alfred wrote, "'If ~fOU t aka it 

into your head to hHve the least rogl'ot for uot thanklng 

me for til. Visiting Q(ll'd of five volumea, .. - your modesty Is 

detestable . You cftn f t seem to believe that 1 t 1s you alone 

I wish to see.. However, it 1s 111ee thu,t, and you ~nust come 

to a deoiaion . Too bad 1f I offend you, and if your char

acter 1s so badly constructed. Will you open the curtains 

of your ubolte de velours" on Monda y betl.feen t .. ,,') and three'? 

10'111 not finish my note 'by a bana11 ty Q,fter suoh c ourtooUB 

ohi vnlry. " This let tf)r reveals nn Alfred qu1 te d1.fftu'ent 

from the one we find ttl the 11 terar"'J histories oror1tlques . 

It appears that the poet often wearied of his pure ways and 

fine form ul ,.ty. This unevenness 1n his personel 11t'e seems 

to find ito way into his >t'1Ork. ~.hentbe poet hoa sour-ed 
. /' 

be'yond our h}lfuenoomf ol't, he takos a sudden drop baok to 

earth, awkwardly at times, but qu1te refreshingly. It is 

renssuring, and 1ntenslfles that pity end love for human

k ind which 1s the keynote of his ®rk . 

The letters of 1843" sought theoplnlon of the Countess 

concernlng flPh l10aophloal P OOlllS tt whioh Vlgny had atal:~ted 

to publlah in the · Revue. However, the letters never dwell 

l ong upon the 11tera~y. His oomment on h1s v.o rk 15 short 

and to the polnt", R1s lnterests 1n oorrospondertoe are 

personal ; he never l oses sight of what 1s going on 1n the 

world . uI fear the tq oluents when I feel my.uelf carried. 

away by ideas . Somet1mes I leave your. h ome with g1~e(tt re

morse thl..l.t I may have hUl't someone . " ItPinners are the 
, I 

' mise en soene Oi' friendsh1p. We '111111 skip ttlerl1 . ft 
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DUrIng these years, Balzao was culled the most fec,und 

wri tar of the 'Gi mes it This seemed to disturb Alfred de Vlgny, 

who wrote Mm e d' Agoult that he was incontestably "de nOB 
c 

poetes," adding that he Vias a ccustomed to these literary 

attacks, and that far' f rom being poisonous , they acted 

rather as a bromide . During these yeurs the poet went to 

see Mme d' Agoul t on Fridays J If my Friday rock It he culled 

her. When she suffered, he said,as he dId to Desdemona 
sa 

in Othello, It It is necessary to become/" II Another l"eference 

to Desdemona from Othello, Act III, Sce.ne :3 concerned a 

future rendelWous. He thanked Madame fOl~ the five minutes 

she has ghmted him alone , adding , "I pl"'ay you name the 

time, ' but let it not exoeed three days " '0 shall talk 

about two poems which will a ppear in the Revue on March 1, 

nnd April 1. You s ay such del icious things about the 

' Ma ison du Berger' . I'm pleased to have made you shiver. 

Never do I conaidel' lilature without a seoret horror, so dis

dainful she Is . Sha looks upon us . as dust , a nd we never 

cease to load her with oompliments . She is a glorious 1n-

solent who survives every~ne . I made a study of the peasants 

of~oura'ine fo r the "Maison du Bel~ger . " Barbarism still 

holds our feet within its' snare . People are not interested 

in government . " 

Vigny's reaction to clerical criticism of the "Malson 

du I3e.l~gerlt was simply, IISorry to have wounded the Pope . 

And who reads a poem, Mon Dieu? And when ona has read it, 

who ta kes ItserlouslyY Do you ? It is our good oountry 

of France fo%' whom I write . I m~~ an effort in that 
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dlreotionbut perhaps 1n vain .• " In closing, the poet 

sweep.s back to earth a.nd to a ll that is vulnerable in 

the feminine heart . "Ylben you don't sleep tell me one 

of the tales you tell so well,-... your friendshi p for me , 

or Is that a fairy tale? No, No , No, I'm sure not . 

Numbor "three" being unlucky, let us tf!ke no chances, choose 

two and be nlone. How do Y011 like this Russian weather?" 

Madame d 'A\goul t he's accused Vtgoy of being at an 

addres's i n Sureanes, and he repllGs that even his delirious 

imagination could not have invented such an addres$ . 

"Where is tt , be tween Siberia a nd China? ! haven't budged 

from Paris, nor woul d I put foot away fron! this noble 

dust. You thoUll;..l1tl was hldden with the beautiful unknown 

who resembles Mme Sand. When I go to the oountry .. even 

to your house, I shall be so croas, eo detestable, faced 

by Nature, that I shall have the oaks cut down, and pull 

up the poplars when I leave, in order to get to the streets 

ot' Paris and to brea.the the odor of tbe gutters and the 

asphalt. Little by li ttle you are becoming soft, to the 

po int of charishlng the trees !,ma. the gvass. They are our 

mortal enemies, for t hey rejoice when they 11"0'" g:t'een over 

our Skeletons. You are out o f your mind to live sO far 

a.way. It is a.s i'{;1r as Saint Petersburg . Going to .see you 

would constitute a career for most men." 

The last letters addre ssed to Mvdame d 1Agoult are 

sa.ddened by the illness of Madame Vlgny. The poet oontinues 

to use Nature to express his melancholy. flWhen one is uccus

tomed to allence and 'reverie and v,hen one tries to find 

rest after seven nights of siok .. duty, even then, Nature 
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de11ghts In tantalizing . " 

lfr.ad de V1gny" eo !'6sel'vod , ao icy to his contum ... 

porer ios , showed. b 1ms olf in h iB 113 't tfil~S to Mille d r Agoul t 

"enjoue, bndln" and oven "pm1n,n regtl11ng her with pleas m t 

. 111us'iou5 understood only to the two corr6spondento . His 

fmni1iar style is quite dlf.f erent f roln h:ts publi$hed wOl'k . 

There ,are tm:lOY short fJentoncas . The oonstent ChtlOg o from 

t he ael'lous ' to t1'1'.11(11 banter , e nd the (7naulng flight to 

"highor 'bl'E!llChea" 1s epelltJind1ng; it is alao conf using . 
'-

The poet speako at e rendezvous in a pfilvl1110n hut we heal' 

no tnoro of 1. t t hen of the '!81 ~BO dQ !3enquo lt and 1l11. porto 

de quatl'o heuros .!1 In looking buck w1IJtfully to their 

youth, V1gny alludes to the \'}Juny "ril' EII$ de bon coeur . II 

"Will r be free tOdHY? I p!'ay St..int SOOl~ate6 to 

permit H . Hl th My hab:tt ~J of t he owl whi ch watchea with

out ceaSing, I oannot tell . liow~lver , owllsh my hab1tn, 

they do not exclude those. of the liH.l.lmIJunder . It oannot 

leave the fh' 6 vli thout drowning itself f01'8Ver. Do you 

underGt ond , roy B1.l'd of Parud ise? !f poaterl ty were to 

find these letters, I "c~ould be curious to know how it 

would lnterpl~e t them. If I thought that anyone mlght 

rond tham, I ebould f"eel my hand freeze. J.l.n I looked 

in YOU!' thoughts 7" 

The 10 tte re &:ce fi lled wi t h illusions to '-,he pel"soDal 

and family lif e of the .former GounteEls . Vlgny inquires 

ab out the health and progress of her little blonde d.aughter . 

He reGrets thu t he o unnot bo present at her wedding . ne tries 

to ge t FrtltnQo1s 8ul02, the absolute monal'ch of' his Revue 
) 
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intere·sted in manuscript s of the COUlitoSS . Vlgny tells her 

t hat he has talked about the interests of the "dolls of 

11 ttle girls U a nd tha t h e 16 sure that one hundred s nd 

fifty francs "par feul11e" will be enough for a dress . 

In an article on the poet Plat en , he tells her to leave 

out t h e German jokes . T'iley are too heavy for the French 

trade . General Buloz , Dom Buloz with h is opinions 

'buloziennes " will not like them . "You k now Buloz .. Pasha 

holds strictly to the holy unity of the Revue. 1'10 jokes 

abou t the Germans . Taka your scissors to them. II 

Commenting on one of the ladyls l ast lett er s con

cerning the "Mont d e s Oli viers .," Vigny tella h er thut he 

has 9 friend who wishes to recommend him to the Domini

oans to be burned . He too had often given hlrnaelf the 

pl easure of burning useless things . He had hesitated 

over the uMalson du Berger" but had decided to send it 

t o Uuloz r ather t han to throw it lnto the fire," 

'l'he Countess dtAgoult dropped her masculine pen-na~e 

bania l Stel~n dur ing the l ater years of her life. Alfred 

de Vi gny wrote to congratulate her . He vms happy to know 

that she hud come out of the lion t s den so sucoessfully. 

Though the contents of thes e letters may seem incon

sequentIal , it 1s clear that the Revue des Deux Mondes is 

alwa ys willing to publish the works and correspondence of 

Alfred de Vigny as t hey are discovered among the families 

of' h1s for.lller as sociates and friends. V;'hen the letters 
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were pub11ahed# the poet had been dorH.i for seventy YOQ!I:'s. 

'!he Revue must ha.ve ooneldered them of literary lnteNJ"fJt 

when it devoted twenty-eight pages of one p .erJ.odloal to 

their publ1(}ctlon. 
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COl>wurSION 

This thesis , although limited to the d1rec t ano tho 

indirect relat lonl$hip between Alfred de Vigny and t he Revue 

des Deux Mondes, has told the sto ry of s poet philosopher 
_....--.- f 

who in h is 11fe and 1n h 1s work was a nobleman. His charaoter 

. reveals Ii h1#l degree of v1tali t y altogether tree from ro

mantic eff\uion and egocentrio sentimentalism. On tho 

contrary, his philosophy of 111'e was that of a stoic. 

Re aims at an ob j e ctive , and at time impersonal inter

pretation of the basic prQblema of our exi s tence, for

shadowing the coming of men llket.econte de Lisle, the 

author of the ;po~rries m tiques. 

The i dea of martyrdom and the worship of genius neemed 

engendered in the nature of Alfred de Vlgny . Born at a 

b'-tne wh en unoblease oblige , " 1nstinctive and v~e11-nurtured, 

nobility 'beeame an obstaole rathe r than 8 benefit.. Vlgny's 

work bali been interpreted as a maladjustment to the society 

1n Which he lIved. (1) He has b een cla.ssed vl1th the genera

tion of men disheartened by the disasters which the Prench 

Revolution had involved and who suffered from the nmal du 

stecle . n It has been thought impossible to understand the 

wl·1tlngs o f AlfreCl de Vigny or to unders tend the peculiar 

feelIngs the tenter into them, without cons1dering the t the 

"Three Daya" (2) were the destruction o'f a ll which the 

nob ill ty love d and revel~d . The i~ .. r d workings in the 
• ·) ·~"'\'-i. 

el} c;-C-~ Wil£ht ,-mstory 2L French Literature, 672-874. 
(2) John Stus:rt Min, Dfssertatlons and Discussions , 1, 

Essay on Alfred de Vlgny. --- -
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minds 0·1' many of the noble and ooucuted youths of Prunoe 

whose family conneotions or early im,pressions ranked them 

wi th the defeated Clir11s t party cannot be too etl~ongly 

emphas ized . (3) The contradict10ns whioh they had to recon-

. 011e, the doubtu which they had to fInd a tl16 ann of ove rcoming, 

oould not help bu t find EiApresslon in their work. 

In Alfred de Vlgny , this nob1.11ty 01' b lol:'Jd r ind s exp1"es

s10.n in 0 nob!.ll ty of oplrlt. No tact betrays ltaelfmore 

f'oroibly When one haD r ood his oorrespondenoe, and stud1ed 

hIs relat ionsh ips with his family, frI ends and literary 

&.saoc1a te a . 

or all the Homunt1ca, Vl£ uy 1fll the g reatest perhaps 

the only thinker. He felt tha t. he had a mission in l11'e. 

S1noe soc1ety rejected , his eff orts ln social causes, he 

espoul!iad the cause o f the poet in 9. Mat1le soc i ety. In 

Vlil.ny's "Pern1o-I'e Nult de Tl'lIvail , f1 the preface to his we11-

known play "Chatterton," he defines the poet's m1ssion. 

Vigny divides \'1'1"1 tel's into three C1G81ses. ftle firat , men 

of let ters , know how to arr unge words to express feelings. 

They are adept in fn sh i ontng sen teno ea of a pretty but 

eOratt/.onplaoe· sty1e. '1'h~ second olass,. the oelebrated 'Wl'ltera, 

have i n mind the people 1~or"ihom thayars wrl ting e Tney 

are masters of order and clearness , and they snflnme with 

an o.raent 1)958.10n the soclal causes which stimulate their 

wri ting . They Iteep 0. weather eye on cond1t1onsand trends. 

Within the souls of the thlrd clase, who a!'6 the poeta, 

f3"}-Tf51d .., Easay on A.lfred ae V1aIlY 
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burns acUvlnely In$plred ge'nius.. Its flames move slowly, 

like the smothered forcea within a volcano. Vigny feels 

that it is the duty of sooiety to protect and cherish the 

inspired one, for it is in the po'et fS inspired word that 

- humm.1 ty will find the les sons which Bre needed .• 

Alfred de Vlgny 18 rega1'<led as the truest phi l osopher 

nmong those poets of the Romant1c School who aspired to be 

philosoph.ical . (4) IUs philosophy is pessimistic, a.lthough. 

he has been regarded,too ~ as a great optimist. (5 ) Pessimism 

has been popula r ly regarded as an attitude of one who looks 

on the dark side of life or of'any problem. Technically . 

it 1s a syst em of philosophy, an explanatIon of' the universe 

according to which this 18' considered the worst of possible 

worlds. Vigny ' s pessimism appears to be fl re9~lOned system 

in which both geod and evil have bee,n duly considered, .and 

1n which evil 1s found to be more abundant than good. V1gny's 

pessimism does not appear to be the "mal du 81eole" of 

werther and Rene . I t is not a melancholy and patholog ioal 

emotionalism. Vignyts conclusions are that this is a bad 

world. The other Romantios had no quarrel wi th the con

struction o.f the world in ~ene,ral. 'lhelrcontention was t h at 

it was fil led with melancholy for chosen souls like them

selves . Musset 15 inspired by the disillUsionment ()f his 

own life . H1 s poetry, thou[ h lnspired , 1s the l'eaction to 

great exaltaUon of spirit a t some times , and adventurous 

and paeeiona te d lsaPPointment at others . There is 11 tt le 

m----Benedetto Croce: Alfred ~ Vls;ny 
(5) BrunetUre: Revue des Deux Mondee, Decemher 1, 1891,751 ----- --- ---- ------
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yron1sm inV1eny. (6 ) Be felt [l.one of the borodom of 

11vlnR of the J~n!:llsh po.ct, dragg nd If from climtlte to al u,ato , n 

cnd extoncHng the "ttlol It boyond n ormal pr oportions . Vigny 

found no consolat i on 1n Na tura as Byron d i d . 

Both Schopenhrmer Gnd Leopar'd i have been comool'od to 

Vigny 1n h iD philosophy. Vlgny ros emhles them in little 

o~C)ept tbnt t heir philosophy, like his , had some pos.it:iVo 

content . Schopenhauer hed u gr a ndmother and an unc le who 

were 1nSflno . Leop{lrd1. was cursed with 111 hOlllth. Vlgny 

was of fl sone and honlthy Btl'n ip. os · far as 1s known . Wlth 

Schoponhouev ; onl y pa1n in positive l ncharactf>r: t he h:ighor 

the intelligence .. the mor e sena1tlve the paln becomos. The 

l'O (~ t of nIl e vil lies in tbe per30nall ty. Only the will to 

en j oy beauty in the 8 1'tO will bring comfort . Leopal'di finda 

thillt h a pplnes.s ot thls world 1s 8. gl' oO t decept1on. Chrlo 

tle.n lty 1s oq ually dolusive . Leopa r d 1 15 more nogative t h e 

Boh openhauer for ho seorns res.1p:mltion . 

n rm,y . like hie DoctOl" Hoir i n Stello h od tormed t h e 

hab it of tora ing his aensib11itles . I t was In his S!H 'Emo3t 

momen t ll t htlt be f ormula ted h is ph i losophy. Whe n he was in 

his t wentIes , he V'I;r'o to h i s bee t known poems . No sorrow .or 

dl£1tippolntment had come into his life at this time . " I f 
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Vlgny 1s a poeeimlat , it was because he WfHl b Ol'n e. pe ns i miot. ft ('7) 

'rha philosophy .of Alfl'cd de Vlgny is nei th~w brnvndo 

.or del'lnnce hurled tlGoinst HOE;lven , Ot.lt n nobl e t:l ontlment of 

duty. (8 ) Tho good soldier obeys a command c oming f l"'om a bove 

,6T~-E"stev-e: --SjronancftnotTcncn ROtlluntlclsts , Chap. I X 
( '7 ) Denorl0 tto Oroce:-Affi'ea de V1gny, Ian . ' 
(8 ) I~lf.rod de Vl gny : Servl tude"et s;,;~mde~ m1l 1 te,1l:'e s 



ln Q splrlt of resignat lon ,and abneRat1on. A 11ke command 

weljths upon us . In honor we must sutmlt s llently "Fais 

energl queme,nt ts. l ongue et lourde taohe, " and sfterwur ds like 

the wol f , sutfer €Ind die wlthout murmur1n6. The honor 

of , a 801dler 18 Q type of mora l noblllty. ltteaohes us to 

' act for an Ide .. l t ar beyond us , tOI' a good whioh ls not ours, 

but tha t of all hunu'n lty. The essence ·of l ove 1s pity and 

the effect of love must be sacrifioe. Nature has no nee~ 

of love, it 1s insensible : but that whloh weeps has need of 

love. til love the maJesty ot' human sufferlnb, fI says the poet. 

Alltne effort of love Wld k indness , he teels , will not be 

spent 1n vQln. The years durlng. which he cared fOl!' un In ... 
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velid mother and an ailing wt fe 81'8 sinesl'e pr oof of A aa.crlfl01ng 

love. In a letter to Ph1l1ppe Busonl, V1gny proposed that 

r elief be established f or needy authors a nd t he comfort 

of the desf a.nd dumb. The nobIlity of Alfred de Vlgny onn 

be found 1n a l onf{. reoord of devotion to his f aJi'.111yand 

his trien/i s. The oorrespondenoe included 1n this thesis 

a.lone is l lu'g,el y s ps.r t of this reoord . 

Vieny 18 easily moved. Tha t fJhlch soaroely touches 

others wounds him to the quiok. From this persond emotion 

he draws 8. s eneral 1dea . This general idea 18 translated 

into n symbol. A triple riohness is t hereby fou:\d 1n most 

of his poetry. Bis sensibl1itl ea al'e awakened b y the 

all~htestvlbrfl.t ion. He would 11ke to hlde them, but he 

s eems not to be the master . The idea Qt:lserts ltseltvlgor-



• 
0\18 1 y -and the symbol covers l 't w1t h unrobe of purple 

ar>.d go l d . n With him , crea tion Is the fl'u1t of' l llbor . He 

conf1des tha t some time s re s-ding , sometimes th1nk1nJ" the 

idea. comes to h1m. It grows like a seed 1n e arth , worked. 

velentlesa.ly by the, imaglnnt1on. Without los s of t1me , be 

s ketches fa development. '1 th the a id of oolors and f orms, 

he 'tranSfOr.l'l'l8 the sketoh . "Lsbor w1 t hout brillianoe , " he 

s a.ys modestly, lt only the poor mel'it of Qssiduou s at tentlon, 

pa.tienoe and lllEtlnory. fI Then he must ohoose, lind f orm e,l"OUp S 

al'ounei the inspired center . This 18 where t he gl'ea t " Bon 

a ona, n whicb 1s genius 1 taGlf , entera. ( 9) 

V1lmyt IS 1--'e110 10n 15 no t a sentim.ental (le b nte or Gn 

endless seal'ch f or Oed . 1110r Vi i/ny, God is ruthl es u and 

insensibl e to the mls8PY of _p but as he tells US 1n his 

J ournal, "Deatb 1s only dea th , it 1s not it ven.e')e ance. rt 

Sometime s it seem.6 ths't the essential quostlon& , tho thousthts 

of the poet Gr8 not VOl'Y olea r or even very or1ginal. He 

has contr,adioted himsel f' i n r08s1'd t o nature. lova pol I tics , 

and evon soc1al Qo tion and religion. It hae been shown that 

Vl;i.ny often borrowed .from Pasca l. Hls portr aya l of t he 

1mmens1ty of the univers e overpoweri ng. tho we'~kness of man 

o.re oo~sr l!\ble but b1s r e as oning seems to ha \}'e a subtle 

waverine qu~llty end an unavennes ~ wh1oh , aside from their 

different views 01' the Creator, makes it difficult f or me 

to classify Vlgny as thinker' of the statul"e of Pasoal,., 

It appears trult Salnte-eeuve may have been corpact i n 

U161ntaln1n~" tb.'tt the 1de.as of Alfred de Vi j;',ny so tnr ex-

{ OJ Expressions enolosed 1n quotation ~arka are lite,x'Ql 
trans l .utlons trom the Journul d'un Poete • . - -.;;...;;;...;,..;;.,;;. 

,. 
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tonded beyond the limi ts of I'oss on that he can hardly 

quality in the re f~ ltl of pure thouv,ht . Hi s lde ns beoame 

nn obs ess10n. 

Concer nlne his s tyle, the l nnguo,s.e ot I/ l gny 1s not 

al ways pure . His voo ab\ll nry 1s l imited . JUs sentencea 

otten h1ne8 upon awkward s nd heavy inversIons s nd , 1n 

addi t ion, beoome eno umbered with el e~anoa and dh t Ul'!bin" 

oDsourl ty. On t he other hand , b e h aG <:.t reated adm1rable 

symbols, aome of the moat striking 1n poetry. L1ke no other 

poet , V1 t:Py poss.es sea the secret of myster10uD and oaress .. 

inb verse whloh onoe heard 18 unf ors et abl e , so obarg~ 

10 it with delicate emotion, so eas l1y 'd08s It or eate 

l nq>res s lons . Ill s r ank as the first and the greatest of the 

n1neteenth oentury Symbol ists 1s unoontested . In uddition , 

t he Parnaa Sl t1l18 have clu l CJe d Alfred de V1 t:Jly. An ideal 1st , 

he wa.s fl.t tho s ume time a kreat r$alist . n acute sense of 
, 

re.a.llty enabled him to pl ace a. oharac ter or fix an fAtt itude 

wi t h dr uma t 10 aff·ect which a.ppeared gutta unstudIed. He 

seemed often to hav e transl bted ideas or sent i Ments whloh 

were entIrely Romantio into a form which was Cl aao ic . 

Sobr Iety of desoription and sever ity of' composi tIon, acoord ... 

106 to t he method ()i: the 8%'ea t olass101sts gsve the impression 

ot l arae horl~ons c ondefiaed into til ~hort poem. 'l'h1a 1s a. 

prooedure of Fonta.1ne. 

In his well-known and of t en quoted book on Alfred de 

Vl~ny , M. Ed . Dupuy haa b1ven us , in Q f ew words , an ex

cellent Int erpl'e t at1on of our wr iter ' a r elationship to t be 
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Revu e dea Deux Mondes. lie " .. r.ote, 11 I t 1s w1 th the Revue ---
des Deux Mondes that Alfred de V1./,;ny has l'e gu l lll' 11 and one --- -
must s a y t,lorioualy oollabora. ted . He tl"uly aided Buloz 

to found 1t , nne! trom the first days he gave It its br11-

11~llce Qnd distinct i on. F' t'om 1831 until 1654, Viu,ny oon-

trI ~uted novels, prose, articles, and poe tl'Y." 

Vlgny ' $ s tOl:"'Y as 1 t appears, 1n the ;tevue des p'eux !!2!!
des br1np.s out essentiAlly the maln fe atures \mlch appear 

and reappear in the oritical edIt10ns ot M. Puleolgue, 
I / 

L. Saoha, Robert de Traz, 
~ 

ldensperuer, Esteve, ana M. 

01tole'ux. All draw 1n liction ano rea ctIon trom Salnta

Seuve , Brunetl'~re,. and the edlt'Ol'la l comment of' the Revue. 

One ot' tbe f ines,t p1eces of Cl.'1tio ral a!)pl.tH~.ia t1on of' 

the poetry of Alfred de Vie,ny oomoe fx'om b . Oroct. (10) 

He comment s on tlLa Colore de Samson.,I1 · liLa Maison du 

Ber 601' . II ftLt~ Mort du temp ," "L~ Mont dea Oliviers" are not 

only pertinent but pro.found . In trf,u;t ting t he three pro-

blems= 1,. Ariatool'acy, 2. Possim1sm , 3. Al 't of Expl'esslon, 

it is clear tbat the a uthor h~s reud the criticisms of t be 

work of Vl~y in tho HeVU9 des Deux lilondes. Atter re nding -----_._-
the JournQl ~t!m Po!,te ond the oorrespondenoe of Vigny whicb 

t he Re,vue published ~.fter t he writer's death , the poetry 

of Vl tf}ly .becomes more underst andabl e , and the poet himself' 

become s more human . 

'I'he work of V1p:,. ... y was not SUl'Tollndod wi th br e&t g lory 

1n 1'115 lifetime, as Vias t he work of Lamartine and Victor 

Bu~o .. Vl a,ny 's solitudo nnd. disda i n set him 'aport from the 

{TOl B. Croce: Europe'ill Literature 1n- the NIneteent h 
C'en tury, 131-144. 
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other Romanticists uf ter the year 1830 . His philosophy 

was i n conflic t with the accepted philosophy of his day , 

and ~;'1 th the philos ophy of all times . However , h i s in-

fluence upon au bsequent pootry is i ncontestable. rJhether 

. or not the edit t)rs of the Revue ~ Deux Mondes antic1-

140 

pated t he influence which Vigny was to exert on the poe try of 

the futuro is debatable . The publicat ion of t he poet 's 

work Bnn the essays which appear concerning t he poet ' s 

lif e and work rt.fle ct , fer the most part , only adlni rati on 

and esteem. Bven Salnte- Beuve came to recognize the 

genius of Vi Cny . In 1868 , the cr itic was credited with 

s ay1ng It I n thirty years there VI 111 remain more of Vi l3ny 

thon Musse t . tI (11) 

TheI'e appear to b e many contradictions bet ween the 

life and the work of Alfred de Vl gny . llialle Fague t be

lieves thot Vigny amuses h i msel f w1th t he pl ay of idees with

out bellev.1ng i n them. (12 ) This may seem ridi culous 

but, acooraing to Faguet , there is less danger in pl aying 

with i deas t htm. with 8c tions . An ideaU.st wi thout 101 th , 

it was as impossible for Vi gny not to love glory, happiness , 

and religion as it was for him to believe in them. (13) 

Faguot concludes tha t Vigny is the grea te st art1st of a 

century v11 ioh could give birth to a nl..tnd so oonstituted. 

ore than ill yother ninetoenth contury poet Vigny 

(11) F. Baldensperger : 199 {Tfils statement was publishe·d 
in the Temps of January 16 , 1911 . 

(12) E. Faguet n!x- neuvis.u6 Stecle , 131 . 
(13) . Ibid . 128 . 



ha.d · the F~l ftof "1 t lcHie poetl qu (l fI whlQb speaks t o t ho 

i mll s;t1nGt 1on but whioh 1a of ton th o du po of reason . The 

poe t . u nuWtll'O of t h e i nf e l'l or1.ty o f h18 execution to t he 

ooncept ion of' his i dea , woul d hl'l vo been s ntis f ied wi t h 

his literary r ank acc ordlnB t o Brunet l i r e . (14 ) It 

was Q s a t isfa c t ion t o the c ritic - edt tor of t ho Re V'<le 

des Deux Mond_o:§. thl.! t t,h1;'Oe geo6r fl t1ons c ontinued to l)esr 

tes timony t.o h is greatness . 

(14 ) Revtie desbeux Mondes . December 1 ,- l S91 ---
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