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PRE,FACE 

In late years there hae~en an increasing e.mphael- / 

laced on the .tuc!y of the rfloonetruct ion: period in Ameri­

can hi-at!)ry. 'the ac:momio .. slloial. and pOlitical proble 

or the !fnit-ed States since the Civil War all have: their 

root. in t he ~o11tloal revolution which fol lowed the defeat 

of the Sooth. 

ny at ude nt-a of ricsn history 'belie ... e that the 

harsh urea of congressional reconstruction wero directt-

1y responsible for a large 1'1 of the social. economio. 

and 1)o11tioaJ. ills whiob have 'PlaguOG t,bia oountry since 

881naUon of' Abraham Lincoln. In their oplnl:m. 

these, ille mit! h t haTe be~n avoided had. congreae 

moderate po1.1oies ot :p.reeidellti811 reo",atruct1on. 

t 

This the8ia has attenpte4 to study the evolution ot 

the 

presidential and. oon,gnasloftal reOlllnatruot1on. The pre.en­

tatton ot the Ta.rloQe theoriee concerning the statue at the 

eeoeded etat~ui e neceeaary bec the Yarlous plane of 

reconstruot 10n were merely the logical outgrowths of' t .heee 

theorlee. SpeCial attention was "given to the proble~ of 

nalyz1 the nu=eroue cau,aee for the fa.ilure of Dreeident ial 

reconat ructi on. Particular cJ:l.phaeil W9.8 placed on Johnson's 

res'Donslbllity for its failu.re, a. problem which haa not been 

given 6t1tf'icient attentt on by stud.ents ot Uni ted St-atea Hia-

t~ • 
1'be writer wi,she 

ragament, interest, an 

o a.cknowledge with t haru:s the eooou­

.... 100 !Jr Dr. :alee of Uarquette Un1-

vere1ty and the generoQa Qe81etance Of Ruth Egco1d. 

~ .:; 



1. 

CHAPTER I 

In order to understand the various plans ot reconstruc- l 

tion it 1s necessary to grasp the fundamental principles at 

the basis of the plans, 1.e. the theories w1th regard to the 

status of the seceded States. 'the plans ot reconstruction 

"ere nothing more than the practical application ot these 

theories. 

'rhe day before Lincoln was assassinated he reJllarked: 

"l think it providential thet this great 
rebellion is orushed out just as Congress 
has adjourned and there are nOne ot the 
disturb1ng elements of that body to e 
barrass us. It we are W1S8 and disoreet 
we shall reenimate the States and get 
their governments 1n suooessful operation 
with order prevailing and the Union re-
stabllshed before Congress comes together 

in December. It 1 

1 James Ford Rhodes, H~st§f! of the united States !£2!! the 
Compromise ot le50. 0:1 • 

"We shall reanimate the states .. " These words Indioate clear ... 

, 

17 Lincoln's theory ooncerning the status of the seoeded ste:tea~ 

His theory was formulated betore his aocess1on to the presl­

d.ency and remained 'unchanged to the day of his death. 

The "indestruotib11lty of the state" wss the underlying 

prinCiple ot this theo17. Tllat he meant to follow th1s prlno11Ue 

consistently 1s evidenoed by his attitude toward the delIcate 

problem ot slavery. He had no intention ot In~ertering with 

the 1nst1tution ot slaYery in 1661. He was oonvinoed he had 

"no lawfUl right" and had uno incUnation to do 80." With 

.. :: .. 



regard to states' rights he followed the plank in the Repub ... 

llcan plattorm or 1861. 

"Resolved that the ma1ntenanoe inviolate or 
the rights of the States end especially the 
right 01' eaoh State to order and control 
its own domestio institutions aooording to 
its own judgment exolusively. 1s essential 
to that balanoe of power in whloh the per­
feotion and enduranoe of our political tab­
r1c depend; and we denounoe the lawless in­
vasion by armed toroe 01' the so11 01' any 
State or Territory. no matter under "hat 
pretext, as among the gravest 01' orlmes."2 

;' 

2 James D. Riohardson, 
6;6 . 

osages ~ Papers of !h! presidents, 

2. 

In h~. tlr&t 1naugural he made 1t clear that there was no 

such thing as secession. "1 hold that. 1n contemplation of 

un1versal law and 01' the Constitution, the Union 01' thes~ states 

1s perpetual." And. therefore, since no state .can seoede. 1t 

10g1cally tollows "that resolves and ordinances to that effeot 

are legally v01d, a nd that act$ of Violenoe Wi thin any state 

or States against the Buthor1t,y of the United States are insur­

reotionary or revolutionary aooord1ng to 01roumstanoes.n3 

3 Ibid". 6:7 . 

Linooln was oonvinced that the Southern revolut10nists 

themselves realized there was no suoh thins as seoession, that 

the Union ot the States "8.8 perpetusl and indestruotible.. H1s 

argumentat10n was 10g1cal: 

"It might seem at t1rst thought to be ot l1ttle 
difference whether the present movemont at the 
South be called .seoession ' or 'rebelllon_' 
The movers. however. lIIe~l understand the dit-

.. 



3. 

terenoe. At the beg1nn:in.g they knew they 
could never raise their treason to any 
respectable magnitude by any name which 
implies v101atlon of law. They knew 
their people possessed as much at moral 
ense, 8S much or devotion to law and 

order. and as much pride 1n and !"everence 
tor the history and Government ot their 
common country as any other oivilized 
and patriotic people. They knew they 
could make no advancement directly in the 
teeth at these strong and noble aenttments. 
Aocordingly, they oommenced by an ins1 ... 
lious debauch1ng ot the publio mind. They 
invented an ingenious sophism., which U' 
conceded, WBS fOllowed by pertectly logi­
cal steps through all. the incidents to 
the complete destruotion of the Union. 
The eoph1sm Itself 1s that any state ot 
the Union may c ..,'nsistently with the Nation­
al Constitution. and therefore lawfully and 
peacefully. withdraw trom the UnIon without 
tlie oonsent of the Unton or of any other 
state. The little disguise that the sup­
pose4 right is to be exeroi.sed only for 
just cause themselves to be the sole judge 
of its juotioe. b too thin to mer1t any 
notlce."4 

4 Ib1o..i6:2&-S7. 

l 

Lincoln pressed h1s argument further by stat1ngc "It may well 

be questioned "hether t he;re is today a majority- of the logally 

qual i fied voters of any State, except, perhaps" south Oarollna, 

in favor ot d1sunion. nO 

6 1!!J!., 6:29. 

Naturally. a vote would, perhaps. not demonstrate this fact 

because "at such anelect10n all that large class who are at 

Once l2! the Union and 6fi8tnst coercion fioulc. be. ooerced to 

.;.'. 
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vote against tbe \1n1on."u 
, 

_______ ---""..;; ; 1 i 

6 Jiunea Xl. IU.chu1'4Son •• toe. ~t);. 

Llncoln let i. t be known in hiB meosage to tho speo tal 

salon of Congr~ss Jul,.. 4. la61 tbat hi,s conoepti ,~n regarc1-

tns the statu5 ot the rebellious states would not change 
/ 

durlng or at the 00nOl\1810n ot the hostilitIes. He said. 

"Leat there be 80m, uneasiness In tb 
~s ot candId men 8$ to what '8 to be 
the course ot tbe GO'fer11.t;Ollt. toward the 
Southera StIJtes 9fti' the rebellion Sb8,11 
hovo been suppresse I the Exeautive dee 
lt proper to 8&Y 1t wl11 be h1s purpose 
then. as OVal', to be su1de4 by the Con-

t1tl1t10n and the laWSt an4 tllot he pro .... 
bably wl1l bave no d1f1'orent underetand-
1ng ot the powors 8nd dut1es of the Fed. 
eral Gove~nment relutlvel1 to tbe right. 
of the States and the pooplo unoer th 
00nst1tution than that expressed in the 
Inaugural address.-V 

7 Ibls}., 6:31. 

re, argued Uncolrll 

"The Oonstitut1on prov1des,. and aU states 
haVe cccep~ed tho provisIon, tbot th 
'Un1te4 States shall guarantee to every 
State 1n tbie Union e ropublioan torm ot 
goverrwwnt.' But it eState Jt18Y lO"full." 
go out ot ~he Union. baYing done 80 1t 
may also disoard the republlcan form ot 
govornment; II) that to prevent Us go1.ng 
out 18 an IndIspensable metU1G to tho end 
of malntalning the guaranty montlonedr-­and when an end 1s lawful and ob11gatoty 
the ind1spensable mea 8 0 to 1t are also 
laWful and Obligator,.. ,to 

D. f{1chartaoSl. ,oca_ 01". 

" .. :;": 
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Linooln never wavered in his baoio oonvlct1on that 

there wes no such thing as sebesslon. In hls tirst annue~' 

of DeQember 5, .1061 be reminded Oongress: "1 hov 

t heret ore 10 every caee thought It proper to keep tbe in­

teRr1ty of the Union prominent 8S the primnry obJeC' ot the 

contest ono t •••• ftS tn: "NothlM now ocours to 

Ibi d •• 6:5~. -
add or subtract to or fron the pr1no1plcQ or general pur­

poses stated and 6:.tpreased 1n thoBo docum,ontsl"lO (i.e. hi 

10 ,bid., 6:5 ..... 

lneu,q:ural QHd meaS8~e to the ot)Elc1al session. ) 

Johnson adVocated the 88.Ine t.beory us Lincoln 1d. tb 1'e801'4 

to the et6tus of the seceded st · tea. In taot 1n some ' re-

ota he enuno1ated 1t eVen more luoidly tbon did the Great 

no1pator. It 1s 8 remrkable COincidence tbot both !!DB 

should bove been ao unan1moua in their reaeoning mnoe t 

wae euoh wlde divergence 1n thoir po11tical ab1llties and 

1n their emotional natures . Johnson's impulsiveness and 1 

paesloned nature led matl1 to be,lleve that he would at leaat 

acoept i t not advooate the politicel theor1es of the Radi­

oals. Johnson very early Jarred stevens and hiS vi r.dlotlv, 

clan out of their oompleoenoy 80d startlo~ them '111 th h1 

devastatingly log1oal expos1tion of b1a theory Wi th resnoct 

to tho statue ot the 86ceded steteD. t10n fro 

'".:,t, 



c. 

Indiana President John~on said: 

"Upon this id.ea ot destroying States , my / 

11 Fra 

position has been horetofore well kno\1n. and 
I see no Qause to change it now ••• Some 
are satisf1ed with the ldea that tho States 
are to be lost in territorial and other 
divisions; are to lose their character as 
states . But theit lite-breath haD only 
~ 8uspiMed, and it is 6 h1i1iOtms~1 .. 
tutional obligation we have to secure each 
of these states in the possession and en'" 
joyment ot a republioan form of government ... 
.. • In putting the gOVOl'nL10 I t on its legs 
again, I think the progress of this work 
must pass into the hands of its friends. 
If Q state is ' to be nursed until it again 
gets its strength, it must be nursed by 
its frIends, not smothered by its enemies. tlll 

lIoore . Speeohes 2f Andrew Johnson, 464-6. 

Emphasizing his po1nt further Jobnson quotes from two 

famous United States' doownents to debonstrate that his idea 

1s not new, but in completo harmony with traditional Ameri­

oanism. He declared: 

"The Union of the United States of America 
as intended by ita authors to last a8 

long as the States themselves shall last. 
'The Union shall be perpetual' aro' the 
word8 of the Oonfederation. 'To form a 
ore por:t'ect Union.' by an ordinance of 

the people of the United States . iethe 
declsred purpose of the Constitution."U~ 

~.~--------.-------------------------~------------~--~~~--~-----------
1,2 James D. Richardson" $2. s..!!.t 6,354. 

Johnson denied the posI$lbi11ty of thod1saolution of a state . 

:; .. 

"In 0 6Se of the usurpation of the govern­
ment by one man or an oligarchy, 1t be­
comes a duty ot the United States to make 
good the guarenty to that Stete of a repub­
lican form ot government . and so to maln~ 
teln the homogeneousness or a11."13 



'I . 

13 James D. 81ohoNeon, 100.olt. I 

1 th regard to the Constitut1on loh guaranteed the exls-

tence or a state, Johnson aff1rmed: 

"NO room. 1s allowed even tor th~ though t 
of 8 possibility ot ita conine to on end 
•••• 'J.'he Const! tution 1s tho work of 'tb. 
people otthe Un1tod States,' end 1t 
hauld be aa indestruct1ble as the people.~l' 

14 Jome. D. Rlchardson. loc. S!.1. 

s 10M as tbsre W8a any semblanoe ot a Unlon tbere had to 

be a UAlon of States. inte.Qonce of tbe Ualon bring 

w1th l' 'The auppo~t ot tho Stete governments in ell their 

rlghts. t "l~ lohnson thea S on to hosize the truth 

15 Ibtd •• 6 :30'1 . -
tho t Stat n never dlvorce themsellvoe trom the Unlon, 

~ ••• ~lt 1s not one of the rights ot an1 
stat. govornmon't to renounce its own 
lace 1n the Un10n or to nullit, the laws 

of' tho Un1on .... ' Th.e sovereignty ot th 
Stote8' 1s tho language ot the Oonfederacy 
and not tbe language ot tho Oonst1tution. 
'l'be latter oontalns the emphatio words •• 
'Thin Constltution and the 10wo ot t 
Unl te4 States which shall be mode Wlder 
the authority ot the United statea, ahall 
be the supreme law or tho 1all1 . and the 
Judges 1n every state ahall be bound there­
by, anything 1n the Constltutton or laws ot 
any State to t he oontrary notw1tbstandlng. ,n1.6 

,16Jomeo D. Riohardson. Aoo. Ol~. 
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Driving home his argument still more effectively Johnson 

saId: 

"The perpetuIty of the Constitution 
brings with it the perpetuity of the 
states; their mutual relation makes 
us what we are . and in our polItical 
system the1r conneotion 1s 1ndissoluble. 
The whole cen not exIst without the 
parts . nOr can the parts exIst w1 ttlout 
the whole . So long as theConstltution 
ot the Un1 ted Bte tes endures, 'the Ste tee 
w111 endure . The destruot1on of the one 
is the destruotion ot the other; the 
preservation of the one 1s tbe preser­
vati on of tht other."l? 

17 Ibid •• 6:356. 

l 

Johnson was , perhaps. nOwhere more explioit regardIng 

hIs conoeption of the status ot the seoeQ.ed states as 1n 

the following lines t aken trom his first message to Oon-

gress . He sald ': 

"BeSides , the pollcy of m1lt tary rule OV01' 
a conquered terr1tory would have 1mplied 
that the states whose 1nhabitants may have 
taken part 1n the rebellion had by the act 
of those inhab1tants ceased to exist. But 
the true theory 1s that all pretended aots 
ot socese ton "ere trom the beginning null 
and vold. The states can not oommit treason 
any more than they can make valtd tre~tle8 
or engage 1n laWful. Gommeroe w1 th any foreign 
power. The States attempting to soeed 
placed themselves in a oondition where their 
vitality was impaired. but not extlngqu1shedi 
their funotions suspended. but notdestroyed.1f1S 

18 Ibid., 6;3157 . -

, 

30hnson was eager to have the circuit courts reestab­

lished 1n the seceded areas as 800n as pos sible. Underlying 
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this des1re was his determination to lm~ress upon the South 

his theory concerning the status 01: th$ seoeded s~6tes . The 
I 

oourts were to funot1on in order that "the question may be 

Judicially settled t finally and forever. that no s t ate ot 

its own will has tho r1ght to renounce its plaoe in the Un1on."19 

19 Ibid. , 6:359. -
Opposed to the ldeas at Lincoln and Johnson concerning 

the status of t he seceded states were the theories of S~ 

ner and Stevens. It was the1r ideas Which influenced the Rs. 

publioan majority in Congress and finally culminated in the 

enunoiation ot thf~ oongressional theory regarding the statu 

ot the seoeded. states and Whioh in turn was dIrectly respon-

ible tor the rad1cal plan at reoonstruct1on and tile deteat 

of president1al reconstruction. 

The earliest statement of Sumner with regard to th 

sta tus of the seoeded st a tes oame on February 12 , 1862, 8 year 

and ten months before tbe al llounoement ot Lincoln's plan , in 

a ser1es of resolutions deolaratory of tht} relati ons between 

the Un1 ted states and the territory once occupied b~l certain 

tates and now usurped by pretended governments Without con­

t1tutlonal or legal right . 

The preambleetates as a premise thatt 

-;;.' . 
.. : 

" •• •• the extensive territory, thus usurped 
by theGe pretended governments, and organ~zed 
into a hostile confederacy, belongs to the 
UnIted states; as an inseparab le part th 
of, under the sanction of the Constltut1on. 
to be held in trust tor the inbabitants in 
the present and tuture generations •••• 



The CO.lsti tutton, \'Ibtch 1s the supre 
l aw of the land. oannot be displaoed 1n 

10. 

its rightful operation within this terri'" / 
tory. but must over oontinue the supreme " 
l rtw t hereot. tt20 

20 Senate Journal, 2nd Sess10n, 3'1th Congresa. 194. 

Resolution one deolared that a vote ot secession 1s void 

as against tbe Const1tution: 

" •••• and _hen sustained by foroe it becomes 
a practical abdication by the State ot all 
rights. Wlder the Constitution. wh11e the 
treason whioh it involves still further works 
an instant forfeiture of all those functions 
and powers essent ial to tht.> continued exis­
tence of the State as a body politic, I!tJ tho t 
from that time forward, tht territory tall 
under the exolus1ve jurisdiotion of Congress 
as other territory, and the State belng. 
aocording to the language of the ~w. telo 
de se , ceases to exist ."2l 

asion . 37 Congress , 73'1. 

'1'he thtrd resolution denies in tact the oonstitutional exls~ 

tenoa of the Qonfederate States, l . e. danieS a state the right 

01' possib111ty or secession. The th i rd and fourth deolare 

that the t erm1nation OJ'' 8 s tate terminates its peoullar local 

1nstitution, therefore slavery cease~ to ex1st. Resolutions 

f1ve, s1x, and seven deClare it necessary not to recogniz.e 

slavery. Th 19~th deolares the obligation of tho-United 

statee to pr{)tec'i. "'111 .!.nhsb1t£lnts, "Without d1st1nction of 

oolor Or class . ft Th 1nth deolares that since the seoeded 

states oeased to ex1st. and s1noe the "United States shall 

guaranty to every state in this Union s republican form ot 

"·.:r 
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lion, Just 88 soon os tbey would oub~t peaceable to tbe 

Union toro • / 

The territorial status of the seoeded areas would ob­

'f1ouslY exolude them from aotl 'ta portiolpation in the legis­

on1nery of tho national Government. Henoe Sumner ' s 

voolteroua advooocy ot tho otat o suiolde and territorial 

status theo17; tor Sumner, eager to se-

cure tbe "porpotucl ascendancy ot the Republican party.n 1n 

order tho t tAl I1tBry achievements ot the battlef1eld 

m1ght not be superseded b7 the 1 

too hastily restored South, 

tr1umllhsot 0 

Of the two oongressional theories, Stovens' wes br far 

the more radlcnl'. Stevena theory rested On the prems. that 

wherover thore 18 detiance ot tbe Constitution end that re­

bellion cannot be removed without emnloylng armed might, 

there the Oonetitutloll Is theoretloally and praotically au 

pended. The Oonst1 tut1on. dl d ospeoially the "guarantee 

clauso," remolns in tote ot suspension 88 lOIlR as the r 

lstance oontinues. In plaoe or the Oonstitution the rebel-

110ua ereas are to ain under the low-making and war-making 

powere of t he nat lonsl Government unttl Oongrells ebBll deem 

1t expedient to tonder them full froedom under the COllstl­

tution. The lnevltable conclusion to this erglU!lOntation 

W08 that t :eoeded s tatos had oeased to be s tatea ant had 

beoomft conquered terrltories under the unrestr1cted ,urisdtc-

tlon ot Consre • 
In 0 publio address to the people ot Lancaster Steven 
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de it very clear just what the status ot the seceded 

states was. He sa1d: "When the Southern States went out 

at the Un10n through rebellion, and all the t1es that 

bound them to the Union were oonsumed 1n the hot tires of 

War, they beoame oonquered provinoes under our armles. tt24 

24 N. Y. gerald. September 29. 1866. 

As early as May 2, 1864 1n oonneotion with the dl~­

cuss10n of a b1ll guaranteeing repUb11can forms of govern­

ment to the seoeded states , he deolared that the rebel 

states~ 

were entitled to no r1gbts under th 
ConstitutIon and law8, whloh as to 
them were a'brogated; that they oould 
invoke the aid or neither in their be-· 
halt; that they oould claim no other 
rights than a fore1gn nation with whom 
we might be at war~ and that they wor 
8ubJect to all the l1!bl11tlea Of suoh 
:forelgn belligerent . " 5 

25 consressional ~Uob~J 1st Sess10n. 38th Congress, 2041. 

In oonnection with the discussion to admit west Vir-

g1n1a into the Union Stevel~ 881d: 

"I did not believe that tbe CODstitution 
embraced 8 State now in arms against 'he 
Government ot thi a Union. and I bold thEft 
doctrine now. It was not sa1d upon ttl< 
spur ot occasion. It 1s a deliberate 
opinIon, tormed upon a oareful examina­
t1Qn ot the law ot the Un1ted states and 
the laws ot nat1ons."26 

26 Ibtd • .• 3 Sesa10n. 37th Congress. 239 • 

. . :~. 

i 
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stovens was extremely vind1ctive 1n his dop~t10 eha 

p10nlng .ot h1s extra theory. He de it verY .obvlous to 
/ 

Referring ell Juat what h nt by "oonquere4 provinces." 

to the 

orled; 

tea he grow historioally reminisoent and 

" •••• they have no mol" 
revolted c1ties .of Lat1Wl1., two thlrda ot 
'hose people were oolon.ized and their pro­

porty o()lltlscated, and thelr r1{Jht .of 01 t1-
Inshlp wi ihdrawn by conquering and avens ... 

1n« Romo. lta? 

27 Ibid •• 1st Session, 39th Congreas.'14. 

It would al;,uoat appear that s tev, derived his theory 

from Rome's troatJOOnt of LatlUl!l, mnoe he advocated overy 

teature .ot Rome's hnrsh prooedure. On an.other oocasion 

he told ConRres8 that it "must treat those states now Qut­

s14e the Union as conquerod pr.ovinoes, and settle them wlth 

new men, and dr1ve tho presont rebels as exiles trom th1 

oountry. " stated Why he was 80 eager to mak 

conquerod prov1noes out ot tJ.'W seoeded states Wben he re­

rked: "There they can learn tho prinolples ot treedo, 

and oat the frult ot toul robellion. "~9 

29 poneresu1onol Globe, 1st Sessl.on, 39th Consroul. 74 •. 

Stevens wanted no restOl'og tion of tne Union under th 

:.~! 
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COllst11iutlon. As a vehicle for his plans ho would have no­

thing to do with the Const1tutlon, that "worthless bit or ( 
,; 

01 d parchmtmt. tt Severe.. trs$tl. apl"apos co ngress10nal legis-

lation was the demand ot the hour because i t was Stevens· 

sad1st10 dream to .trevolutionize their (Southel'n rebels) 

principles and feelings .... (to) \tork e. radiaal reorganiza­

tion 1n Southern institutions., hablta., end =anners,. ,,30 

30 Stevens WS, IV as quoted 1n Howard K. Beale,. The Ol'i ti-
cal X!iit-;-I49.. -

Continuing in this same pugnaoious voin ho would support 

legi sletion aimed at forcing the rebels into exile" for th 

country .ould certainly be better oft ?rithout the "proud , 

bloated" and defiant rebels,." He was tharoughly oonvlnoed 

that "the toundations of their institutioJls . both politieal , 

unlo1pal . and social; must be broken up and r&la1tl, or all 

our bloOd and trea$ure have been ppent in '9'a1n.6" 'fh1s ot 

couree "can only be done by treating end holding them as 00)1-

querod: people:_ "31 

~l Ibid. , 152._ -
SinGe the rebele "were entitled to no rights under the 

Oonat1tut1on and laws. "S2 It logioally tollcnred that the Oon .. 

32 ConSl'EfS,i!lonal GlobQ . 1st Session. 38th Congress, 2041 . 

federates W61'e no loager 01t1~ens. t he Oonstitution :protected 
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only citizens of the United states, ben asked by Represen-

t~t1ve Yeaman whether the Contederates vere citizens, stevep 

replied: 

" •••• when they went lnto seeession end 
armed rebellion they oOl1lll11tted treason; 
and when they so comb1ned themselves as 
to make t hemselVes admitted 88 belllger­
ents •••• they did acquire the right to be 
treated as prisoners ot Wtll',.tt33 

33 Ib1d •• 3 Session, 37th Oongress, 239. 

Therefore t he rebel110us Southeraers must be dealt with by 

treaties subject to' Senate rat if1cation" In this 1nstanoe 

the treaties would be harah, uncomprOmising oongressional 

legislative measures. 

To elIminate the poss1bility ot any misunderstandings 

lth regard to his theory-of the ste-tus o f the seoeded s.tates 

and to .make certain toot no one waul d overlook allot the 

rami f 1oations of that theory, Stevens ooncluded his argument 

by advocat1ng 8 program of stagger1ng l udemnlt1cat1on. He 

_ inSisted tbat Southern property had to be seized s1nce the 

oonqueror "may indemnify himself for the expenses and damages 

he has 8astalned.,,34 On l4'ay 2, 1864 Stevens on the tloor of 

341 Lancaster IntelllgenCer, ~ptember 13, 1865 as quoted in 
Claude G. Bowers.4fhe Tragl0 !!!t 19. ' 

the Rouee emphas1zed that S1 nee the South had chosen to be­

come a belligerent outside of the Constitution sbe should 

be subJeot "to all the l1ab111 ties of such 8 foreign bell1 .... 

', .:; 
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gerent.~ and that "the property ~t the IT~rallY and politi­

oally guilty should be taken tor publio use.n35 Nor was he 

35 Oongressional Globe, 1st Sees ion, 38th Congress, 2041. 

./ 

sat1sfied with mere oonfisoations. He would go a step far­

ther than confiscation. "1 would lay a tax Wh6never I can, 

upon the conquered provinces," he sald, "Just as all nations 

levy them upon provinoes and nations they conquer • .,36 

36 Olifton R. Hall, ~. clt •• 78. 

To give hls theory added prestige and 1t possIble con­

vince all that h1s was the only praotlcal. tenable one, ste­

vena t 'ra1ned hls guns ot questIonable logic at the very foun­

dation 01' the presidential theory oonoerning the status 01' 

the seceded s tatea. It was his reasonable oonviotion that 

the presidential theory was palpably unconstitut1onal . It 

the seoeded states had never lett the Un10n, 11' they had not 

lost their essential identity as states. then to interfere 

in any way in the Southern states eVen to the extent of call ... 

ins state conventions to aroond the1r constitutions, acoord .. 

ing to Stevens would be "medd11ng w1th tho domostic lnstUu ... 

tions of a Stute •••• rank. dangerous, deplorable usurpation." 

Therefore "no reform oan be effected 1n the Southern states 

11' they have never left the Un10n;tt37 that would be uncons-

37 Lancaster Intel11gencerf september 13, 1865 . 88 quoted 
in Claude o. Bowers, £l2. ill-. 18 • 

....... 
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t1tutional. But whet about Johnson's provislonal governments' 

Stevens tells us "what he thoueht or the Referring to th9 

seoeded states he said: "They have no governr~ents now except 

omc counterfeits put up by Andy JOhnson. "38 

38 N. Y. Herald, Septembor 29, 186 ..... 

Thu evet.tttel theory of tho .t~, tus of the acceded stat 

volved 1n th e oongress1onal plen 01' reo.Jnotruoti'lU \188 1n 

n lerg o oompromise between the extr thoorle 

ot Sumner unO Stevona. Stud10usly avoiding th~t "porn101ou 

abstraot10n" us 1.0 whethel' the Southern sta had or bed 

not left tbe Union, the oonsress1onal theory made oonoesslon 

to both. To sattsty Stovens. the oongress1of1al theory 8tated 

thot the s tates had withdrawn from the Un10n, Without d1sous­

sing the oonstitut1onal or 16601 implloations ot that 8~t1on. 

result, the national Governmont hed the r1ght to demand 

1ndomnltieQ tor d~88 done and had the obligation to take 

proper to prevent the reourrence of suoh rebellion. 

To plaoate Sumner, the oongresa1onal theory insi sted 

unon the territor1al unity ot tbe United States. '1'hrou.m se-

cesslon the states had abroe;uted their traditional otute .trun .. 

turee and os ouoh were definitely not enUtled to represen-

tation. They would have to meet &triJl(!ent oongrooa10nol 

qu1roments borore such representation were J)oso1ble. 39 

3' 
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CHAPTER '1'\"10 

I 
Linooln pOinted out In his :first 1naugural "the total 

lnadeqW\cy 01' the disunion as a remedy for the dif ferences 

between t he people of the two seotions."l Li ncoln desired 

1 James D. Ric hardson, Messages and Papers .2! l!!.! Presl­
dgnts,. 6.; 10. 

to eliminate the fr1ct1on between the South end the federal 

Government by means 01' a bloodless revolution, 8 roconstruc. 

tion program whioh would stop the .. ar. Linooln was thorough­

ly convinoed the t "wi thout slavery the rebellion 00 uld never 

have existed; without slavery it could not. en nt1nue . tt 2 on 

2 Ibid., 6;36. -
March 6, 1862 in a communication to Oongress Lincoln showed 

clearly that he hod g1ven the slavery ls3ue some very sober 

ret'lectlon and was conslderlng 'tihe problem .~sp~clally trom 

the Soutb"s poInt 01' view, He realIzed that eudden and oom­

plete emancipation would work unnecessa~y hardship and evenJ 

perhaps. result in a complete d1s1ocation of Southern econo- . 

my. He , therefore . reoommended to Congress tor adoption the 

follo.lng resolution: 

" . ~{ ' 

"Resolved, that the United stot ee ought to 
oooperate wlth any state which may adopt 
gradual abolishment ot slavery, giving to 

uoh State pecun1ary ald, to be used by such 
state 1n ita discretion. to compensate tor 
the Inaor venlenees •. publiC and private, pro­
duced by such change of 5ystem.tl~ 
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5 Ibid •• 6;o(h 

Linooln realized tbot as genorous us this of tel' might 

appear to the North it was a~111 extremely radlcal trom tb 

South's point Of vIew. He want.,d the North to be pot1ent 

with tho South 1n thls problem ot nOlpat.lon and thereto 

w1sely added that, "1n my ju nt t gradual altd not sudden 
-

oIDallclpot1on 1s better for all." 

Rioha.rdson, loe. ctt. 

I 

hat Lincoln had hio hoart set on endIng the war 

quickly and Justly 00 possible 18 very ev1dent trom the taot 

that he spent the interval b cn Morol .. oud :December ot 1.862 

oonsidering aud reoonsidering the probabil1ty ofsolv1ng th 

knotty slavery 1scue to · the sat1stootlon ot all '08rt1es Con-

cerned. In h oond annual message to Congress, Deoembe~ 

, 1862, he proposed and offered the South 8 ""compenosted 

Illlano1pat1on • ., He reoommendod his throe artioles 88 amend-

.ents. Art1cle one stated that the gOYet'nrrent would lss 

bond a to any st&te o1111l1nat1ng sluvory; tho amount 01' mon ... 

would equal tho Value or the sIeves, numbered occord1na to 

th.e e1ght,h oensus. Should thEl stAte re1ntroduce slsvery it 

WOuld have to retund the a urn ot bon nd interest 

recelved. ,rt1ole two otated t}v' t aloves treed by thecheDoes 

of war ahall be torever tree end be uncompenosted tor~ The 

loyal owners ot slaves ahall be corono! d for them at th 

me rates applying to those ot states Where elavery hes boen 

:·r· 
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a.bolished. Artiole th1'cestntod thot CongroBs had the author-

1ty to anpropr1pte uoney to colonize the negr.:Jos wi th their/ .. . 
conoent .in any plocc or placeo outslde the United Stotui;I . 

This otter of the PreB1dent W'QS to be In effeot until January 
-1,1900. 

::> ~b1d •• 6:136 . 

t won 1.incoln' s conviotion that thore Waf) only a small 

SOllthern faction rospollsi ble tor the secess10n ot the Oonted.­

erate Statos, hence hiD novoctl0Y of a very liberal polio 

of rceonotruct1on. Th.o major1ty of 8outbernl"rs ill. the seceded 

stotes ooUld euslly be brought back 1ntq allegiance to th 

Un10n. L1ncoln woo we hiS war as'11r.st this revolution-

a1'y o1nor1 t .Ye 1 t known cl ready in hi e1al 

cu~e 01' Jul , 1861 thot v1ndlctlvenccn would not be al10 

to entor into his plan of reoonstruct1on. e atotad-

ttAfter the rebellion ahnll hove been suppressod, 
the Executive deerrn it proper to say it will 
bo his purpose then. as ever, to bo GUided by 
the Oonst1tution ana the laws, and that h 
w111 h~ vo no ditteront undoratund1ng of 'th 
powere ond duties ot the Federal Government 
rolatively to tho rights ot the Statcs and 
people under the Constitution t 'Hm that OX­
pressed in the inaugural addrcfts"tt 

6 l.2!! •• 6 :31. 

1th regard to the aceedod states Linooln desired to 

~ them buok again into l1proper l)raetioal relat ions "lth 

the nat1on." And he wanted to do thiS as speedily os po 

ibls. In his Procleoot1on ot December a, 1663 which 

ubmltted with h1e reauls!' SGRe he outlined a plan ot 

,"); .. ' 
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on.a~ruotion. 1 Southerner£' fl l~ ve, (l1l~e.atly or by 

Imnl1oot1on. pnrtlo1patod in t~e eXi&tlnR rebellion" and ub· 

nt to ro:sWD.e thoir loyalty to tlle Government ot the Unltod 

stotea must toke an oath of all ance "to support, proteot, 

a nd defend t he Const1tution of tl\e Un! ted Statea Sha the 

Union of the States ther&und , ., Th oleo r to 

uphold all fttJta 8S on4 Pl'oolmaatl0 of tho presl. 

d~nt with respect to voe tI SO lOll(~ 011<1 00 tar net mot'll-

tiea or deolared VOid by dec1~d .. on8 ot the Supreme Court . .. 7 

7 I,b1!., 6:213.214. 

There were 01 1'0 not 

p~rm1t~e4 to t ake this general oath ot allegianoe: all oiv­

il end diplomatio ottie-ere or agents ot tne Contederac d all 

who have lott jud1cial atut10ns under the United States , all 

military and naval offioers above tho r ank ot oolonel 1n tb 

army lieutenant in ttl. • all Who nave lett eta in 

tho Unitel! stutes Congress, 011 u'b.o have reSigned oom.mlselo11 

in tho .4 lievl to a1d. the robelllon, and all 'ffho have 

"eng~ged 1n eDl bY 1n treat! oolored nereons , or whit 

poraOA. 1n. oharge ot such, otherwlso than lev/fully 04 prison,. 

ere ot wnr, nne whioh person y have beO'l found 1n th 

8S sorv1ce as Bold1orlil,~8tlmen. or in any other 

Cfl1'6clty."8 

Iblt\_ ,6: 21-:c. 

~ "::" .'>.>. 
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L1neoln'e plan involved a rebuild1ng of tho Union 8S 

the war progressed. State governncnts were to bo rolnsU8U- / 
- ,: 

rated 88 soon as there were enough. 101al voter, "not los. 

than one-tenth in number ot the votes 08st in such Stete at 

the presidential eleotion ot the year A. D. 1860." Th~1 

must have taken and kept the ooth ot allep:1enoe and been 

qualified ~ Yoteraooo]!'d1ng to the laws ot the state a 

1t existed betore seoession. 

Linooln intendod to give the Southerners the greatest 

treedom in taking oare ot tho treedmen. Tho negro ~uat be 

reoognized froo. he must be eduoated. But the Southernera 

OOUld make tbeir own provisions with regard to the negro so 

long 6S t hey do not abuse the oonfidenoe placed in thom. 

9 J'amea D. Richardson, 100. su. 

The President wonted to reoonstruct 88 little ot the 

stet possiblo. In otbor words he against ch8J1&1:1n 

the name ot tho state. ita boundaries. sut divis10ns, gen­

ral cOde ot l awa, and anythlDg 01S8 whiOh "88 not effeoted 

by the rebellion. And Lincoln was anxious to acquiesce 1n 

the now state governments because hi cqu1eooence we d 

ffwt tb the vlew ot pos131bly modifying tile oontus1on and des­

t1tut1on whioh Muat at. best attend all 0106ses by 8 total 

revolution ot labor throuRbout whole atatcs. "lO 

10 Ibid., Eli :190. -
A l1beral pollcy ot recoutruct1on Implledos much tr 

dom 8S possible tor the looal 01v11 authorities 1n contra-

. -:;. '.:\-:;:: . 
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dIstinction to t he military authorIty ot the armies ot occu­

pation. In a letter on NOVember 14. lS64 to General Hurlbut 
j 

Who had tor a wh1le succeeded Banks in oommand at New Orleans 

the President made it clear that he dld not want the civil 

authority interfered With when it was funotIon1ng in its pro- . 

per sphere. Linooln realized that the military oontrol 'Was 

neoessary, but he did not want t hem to exCeed their bounds 

-in order to orush out the civil government."ll 

11 t~tter8 ~ state Paiers £! Linooln. 2:59?~598. 

That Llnooln meant h1s plan to be i mmedIately operative 

1s shown by the f act that Tennessee. Lou1s1ana. and Arkansas 

were reoonstructed before the end ot the war. The f1rst two 

part1cipated in the presidential eleotion ot 1864 and ell 

of them had elected their rep~esentatlves to Congress before 

the oonolus1on ot host1lities. And 1n his las t cabinet meet­

ing on the day ot h1s assassination Lincoln la1d the founda­

t10n tor Johnson' 8 North Carolina proola[Qst1on. Gideon 

elles states 1n his D1arl that: "In North Caro11na a legal 

government -was now to be orGanized and the S'\ate X'oestabllshed 

1n her proper relations to the Unlon. ft12 

12 D1a1"Y !!. Gideon Welles. 2:282. 

The president always made it olear that h1s policy 

might cbange if oirCuMstances dema nded. In h1s Proolama­

tion o t Deoember a. 1863 he emphasized that he had no dett-

n1 te . 1 ron-olad reconstruction plsm" •••• the mode presented 
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is the best t he Executive can 8 ~ge8t. with the pr esent 

impressions. it must not be understood that no other poe- I 

slble mode would be acoeptable . ,,13 In his Seoond AnnUfll 

13 James D. lUohardson • .£l2. ill. , 2lt">. 

Message he even 1ntimated that if cond1tions demanded, the 

door now open to repentant rebels would have to be olosed 

and"ln l1eu, mor~ rigorous measures than heretofore Shall 

be adopted. n14 In hls l ast speech on Apr11 11, 1865 h 

14 Ibld.. , 6:254. 

made it pla1n that ". , • ..-no exclusive Bnd intlexible plan 

can safely be prescr Ibed a8 to details and col1ateral~ •• 

• • it ma y btl my duty to me.ke some new announcement to the 

people of the South. I am consid.ering. and shall not taU 

to act when satistied that action w111 be proper . "15 

15 John G. Nioolay and John Hay, Oomplete Wprks 2! ~­
~ Lincoln. 11:91-92., 

Lincoln's plan ot restoring the states remained th 

same until his death. In the April 11 speeoh he emphasized 

the necess1ty of permitting the newly organlzed loyal stat 

governments to function un1mpaired. He wisely couohed his 

ldea in th.e torm ot a rhetorioal question: "'1 repeat the 

question: 'Can Louisiana be brought into proper praotlcal 

relation with the Union sooner by sustaining or by discar­

ding her new state government ,." He goes on to say: "What 

-. 
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hos been oald ot Lou1sIana tvl11 apply- gl nerally to other 

°tutes." 16 

16 Ibid., 91. -
Although he Yotocdthe Wade-Davle Bill, Lincoln was 

not opposed to the plan ot reoonstruction outl1 ned. therein 

and looked upon it as "one very proper plan for the 10181 

people ot any State choosing to adopt It." And that II 

oon as order wos restored In.thoBe etutc ieh desired 

/ 

the polioies of rostoratlon oontoined In the Bl11 the pres1-

den~ w111 appOint Military Governors , "with directions to 

proceed acoordillg to the b111."17 

17 James D. Rlohardson, Si- ~., 6:22~. 

It tho Pres1dent approved ot the reconstruct1on plan 

ot 'he Wade-Davia B111 my did hu veto it? He tvlle u 

in h18 Proolamat1on of July 8. 1864. He said be was op­

posed to being "inflexibly oommitted to any slngl~ »lan 

01' reoonstruction. " Then he dId not want to dlsturbthe 

Utree- S'tate OOf.!8tl tutlons end Rovcrnru.ento already adol)ted 

end installed 1n Arkensao and Lou181ana ••• • thcreby repel-

11ng and d1scourag1nG the loyal Citizens who have set up 

the Game." And f1nally , b.e opposed the Bill beoause he 

S oonv1noed that 1t was unoonstitutional for Oonlaese to 

bollsb .018vor1 In the states. He believed that,. 1 t oould 

properly be abolished only through a oonstltutional amend-

-:;' 
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mellt .. 18 

18 Ibid" 61222-223. -
W1th the problem ot the negro franchise Lincoln did 

DQt publioly advocate it before 1800. In a lettel' to Gov­

ernor Ha.hn ot Louisiana dated liarch 13, 1864 he did en­

Qourage a restricted negro suf frage.. To h1s way of think­

ing those negroes who were among "the very intel11gent. 

and espeoially, those who have tought gallantly in our 

ranks." should be permitted to vote.19 He pub11cly sdva-

19 Lett~r~ apd, State ~apera £! Llnoo\p. ~. o1~~. 2;496. 

Oated 8 11m1ted ne8ro franchise in hiD speech of April 11, 

1665. ;..0 

20 Nicolay and Hay. ,2.£. ~lt .. ; 89 . 

Johnson 11ke Linooln bel1.eved that speedy reeonstr\lc­

tlon and reunion could best be eftected through underatan­

ding. kindness , and unselfish generos1ty on the part ot 

tbe North. Naturally. certa in restrictions would have to 

be made upon the South. but tbese he felt should be tew. 

The loyal people of the individual ototos should be per­

mitted to reestablish and oontrol their state governments" 

In a speach to a delegation trom Indiana in April of 1865 

Johnson said: " ..... in adjusting and puttlnl2: the Govern­

ment u.pon its legs agdn, I t hink the progress of thiS 

work must pass into the hands ot its friends. If a ,tate 

~-: "-

/ 
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1& to be nursed until it again gets strength. it must b 

nursed by its friends, not smothered by its enem1es ~ln / 

21 Frank Moore, Speeches 2! Andrew Johnson. 483-484. 

And in his Proclamation ot Apr!l 2, 1666 he was convinced 

that the conquered South should be "dealt with so as to 

induce them voluntarily to become friends" and thtl t to con­

s1der the Confederate States as oonquered provinces and 

to inflic upon them a polioy ot subjugation and mistreat ... 

. ant "is abhorrent to humanity and to freedom.," and "oon­

trary to the genius end spirit ot our free 1nstitut1ons." :~2 

22 James D. Richardson. ~. cl,t., 6:431~432. 

Johnson was resolutely opposed to the establishment of 

mll1tary governments. They woulu have accomp11shod noth­

ing except to di vide "the people into vanquishers and the 

vanquished. and would have envenomed hatred rather than 

xoestored fltteot1on . " Two additional ressons for opposln 

them were: "Onoe established, no precise limit to their 

continuance was conceivable. The ~~ would have occasioned 

an incalculable and exhausting 8Xpense. tt23 

23 Ibid., 6~3!) () . -
Unlike the Rad1culs, ;'ohnsQn wus confident that peee 

and union oould best b 

as much a part of ree 

'.. . ;; 

fteated by giving the Southerner 

truotion as possible. He pardoned 

':"'\ '." , 
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and encouraged Joseph E. Brown, War Governor of Georgia, 

and Alexa.lder Stephens to work for a speedy reunion. Hia 
I 

c ()nf1deno ,d good judgmO!lt were not betrayod; both be-

came powerful factors in the elimination of disunion. He 

further encour aged the counties 1n t ho South to organize 

foroes ot militia t o maintain law and order. H1e l1beral 

attitude was prompted by his oonviction t hat : " 'l.'he people 

must be trusted with their povernnent." And he did not 

tee1 that the United s t ates' Military detactll~ents in the 

South had any rl~ht to Interfere with the local militia 

'hen they were not perpetratIng aots of riot and rebellion. 

In his proclamation 01' June 13, 1866 he dIrected that the 

mIlItary should "abstain from in any way hindering , 1mped~ 

ins. or d1scourag1ng the loya l people from the organ1zation 

ot a. state government_,,24 

24 Ibid •• 6:,313. -
It is wi th Just1tioat1on that Besle25 f indS a partial 

25 Howard K. Beale, The Cr1t1qal TeaTo 

basiS for Johnson 's r econstruct1on policy in his love tor 

the oommon peOple aud hatred ot the aristocracy, not only 

the planter aristocracy ot the So , t h , but alsO ot the eco­

nom10 and Baml1tonian-princl:pled aristooraoy of New EnglnU'i. 

He was sure that the Rad1cals weI' s in1mioal to Jacksonian 

principles of government as the slavocracy had ever been 



and the, Sumner. Stevens. Wade, Davia, and others wore all 

str1vIng to ·mould a Now South along the linea ot the poll ... i 

t1cal end eoonomic philosophy of New England , oonslstent 

w1th racl1col Republican prino1pleu. 

h latnk lngly interpreted Johnson's harsh-

nes trt" ltors as lndicat1ve of hI ttltudo toward 

the people of the South es a Whole, but Johnson hed always 

Inta1ned a polley of leniency and moderation. Ho noyer 

advooatedor desired a Radloal po11oy. As early 88 1803 

he wrote to Montgomery Blalr: ttl hopo the P~aident wl11 

::0. 

not be led to make terrltorles out ot tho rebellious atates . "S6 

2 dWard 
stat 

oPherson, fhe POlitioal Rlstou .2! In! united 
During neconstrqcion. {9V. . -

In hiS speeoh opla of Tennessee on !larch 18, 186 

Johnson expressed his ldeaa about reConstruotlon whleh never 

changed. In th~t addrees he stated that those Who remained 

loysl "wl1l be honorod. The errIng and misguided w111 b 

welcomed on their return .. " .And While he would not permit 

flagrant treason to go unpunished. he W4S f1rm 1n his de-

termlnotlon to to 1 t that tt no merely retaliatory or 1'ln ... 

41ct1ve bollcy wl11 bo adopte4. " He waG villtns to of tel" 

"a rull and complete amnesty tor aU post acts ond deolarn ... 

tions" or t hose who hod rebelled it thoy were ready to sub­

m1t peaoeably "to ·the Just supreoooy of the 10W8,.,,27 Ana 

2'1 Frank Moore. 2.,2- olt., 255 .. !)u • 

. '.:~". 
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he made it cloor that the "power to pnrdon" rested with 

the exeoutive brench ot the government: nAa no state can 

throw e defense over the crlllle 01' h .'eason, the power of 

pardon 16 exclusively vested 1n tho exeoutive government 

of the United States . ,,28 

28 James D. R1chardson, 22- ~ •• 6:358. 

31 • 

It was only Johnson's burning lovo tor the Union 

which prompted his fiery speeches 1n the Senate against 

traitors , but he wasspeak1ng against all trattors ot the 
"-

Constitut1on and the Union. "For myself . I care not whe-

ther treason be oommitted North or South; he that 1s guil­

ty ot treason deserves a traltor t s tate. tr29 He was 1n 

29 .!tl! •• 6:205 . 

reality, Just as eager as Linooln to pardon and torget , "to 

bind up the nation ' s wounds • • to do all Whioh may aOhieve 

and cherish a just and lasting peaoe among oU%' s elve~ and 

with all natlons.n30 Seward's b10grapher has summed up 

30 Ib1~, I 6~27? 

the seeming paradox in Johnson ' s attitude toward ~he South: 

··;f"; 

"The pf)rSOnS who oharge the Presi dent 
wi t h reversing his entire polioy ~o.ards 
the South have confounded two th1ngs 
which Johnson h1mself kept quite d1atonct , 
the proper treatment of ind1vidual wrong-

/ 
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doers, the lenders in rebellion, for 
whom he thought no punishment too se­
vere, and the leniency to be shown to 
the communities Who hAd followed their I 
guidance Whom he was always d1sposed -
to treat with the utmost cons1derat1on.,,:31 

31 Thornton Kirkland Lothrop, W1ll iam Hen~ se-,rd. 415. 

Johnson's policy ot reoonstruotion was based upon his 

two proclamatlon& at y 29. 1865. On that day President 

Johnson appointed William Holden prov1e1onal Governor of 

North Carol1na . Johnson based hi ppo1ntment on that 

clause- at the Federal Constltu't1on wh1eh guarantees Uto 

every state in the Union a republloan tol"m ot government . " 

Governor Holden carried out h1s dut ies and by December 1865 

North Carolina had elected a Governor and selected repre­

sentat1ves to Congress.32 

32 James D, -Richardson, QR.. 01t •• 6i3l2- 314. 

Within a month atter the appolntment 01' Holden, all 

the other Oonfederate' States except Florida had been given 

prOVisional Governors and were to be reconstructed on the 

same order 8S North Caro11na. 33 The provisionsl Governor 

33 llWl., 6.:315-328. 

were to have as their primary function the t ask ot doing 

all in their power to aid in the formation or new state 

governments; to encourage them tG seek federal recognition 

by abolish1ng slavery, repud1ating t oe Confederate debt, 

.. :. 
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and ratifying tne 13th Amendment . 

Johnson's Amnesty proclmnc.t1on of May 29. 1665 wao / 

lml1ar to Lincc}ln ' ~ of Deoe::.ber 8 , 1863, only Johnson In­

creased the number of excoptions to the Amnesty trom six to 

tourteen. The eight new exoept1ons included all pereon 

nted themeelves from 'the Union for the purpo 

O~81d1ng the rcbelllpn; all off1cers in the rebol Qrm1e~ 

duccte lther flt 

had l ett ~he1r ho 

t Point or AnnapolIs. ell carsons wh 

witlli n the jurisdiotion ot the United 

tatos , went beyond tho Nort hern Arrey lines and aided the 

rebellion; all 1I'ho had beon engal'!Od in the destruction at 

the oo~~erce ot tho United Sta t es OA the hl~h sese or be-

tween Conedo C'nd tho Unltod States; all t Il Who at th 

time ot thetr a»p11cet1on tor amnesty were In contlne~ent. 

con'Viotetl or awa1 t trtal; all persons who pert1elpat 

in tho rebellion and ~hoae taxablo propertY' was over $20,000.09 ; 

11 thosewno took and broke the oath of amnesty 88 dota1led 

in the Pres1dent ' s Proo1nmt.t1on of Decembo~ 8 . 1863.34 All 

3~ Ibid., 6J311-~1~. 

persons belonging to xceptcd classes had to make ape. 

0101 applioation to tho Presi dent tor DardoA. 

8 1Qnlont 8S Johnson meant to be he d1d not want sny 

but 10101 men to take part in the reotoration or the stat.g . 

In en ., on J , 1864: to th ple of hv111e , 

enne b re h 1dent. Johnoon said: ~But oall­

ina 6 convention to restore th shell restore anel 

, ..... 
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reestablish it 1.1 Ht;) wus 6blplwtlc in h1e al1nlnatlon ot 

those WilO hod ,Pnrt1oipatod in tlle robolll pn: "I Blly th.at ./ 

the traitor hos ouased to be a oiti&oft ___ .He forfeited his 

right to vote with the loyal men when be renounced h1s oit1-

nshlp and sought to destroy our ao.,OlrlU1len.t. n35 

35 Edward MOPherSont .2ll. p1~., 46. 

I n a r&b11 to an addreas of Gove:rLor Morton. Johnson 

mnde it cl~r that it wos hie ftsolemn obligatlon" to $~ 

cure u republloun torm of SQVerwi1ent for sny state 1n which 

the rebel armies had been driven baok or expelled and be 

dded: It I oare not how small tho llW1lber of' Union men. it 

enough ,to man tho chip of state. H36 Abovee: 1 . Johnaon 

36 Ibid., 4£)-46. -
believed that the Foderal Government should interfere 8S 

little 6B possible ln the politieal reconstruction of a 

seoeded state •. 

"On this prinoipl.e X have acted , and 
havo grl;"dunlly and quietly. and by a1 

at imperoeptible step., sought to 
1'08to1'O the;. r1ghtful onergy ot the Gen­
ersl Government endot the States. To 
that end provisional govarnors have 
been appointed tor tne statos , oonven­
tions (jellod, governors eioctell" legts­
latures assembled . and Senators and 
Representatives enaoen to the Oongress 
ot the Un1ted statoa. tt3'1 

37 Jam.es 1) . Ric hardson, .2,2. ott", 6: 5b'1. 
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Johnson ts c·JnscrvatisLl and l1ber&11 ty was evldenoed 

in his recogn1 tion ot Pierpont Q.8 Governor of Virginia . I 

'ltle lat tor had worked wi th the loyal .m1nQri ty un d had done 

much to br1ng Virginia beck to the condition of its pre-

war posl tion. To show these people t htl t he had not over­

looked th~ fine work done by Pierpont and his loyal fol­

lowers and to enoouroge them to greater effort he roooS­

nized their gove~nment . 

The President did everything possible to hasten the 

restoration of normal antebel lum anndltlons. To encour­

age Coutherners to normal pursuit of bus1n.Gss and trade 

the President. on AprIl 29. 1066. removed the prohibition 

on all domeatl0 and -GOD.$t\'V1·se intercourse in that portIon 

ot the late Confederate States east of the Miss1ssippi and 

v,ithln the lines ot national military occupaU.on. 5S on 

za ~ •• 6:333- 334. 

,",.sy 22 he announoed that ports 1n the same district would 

be reopened to foreign commerce after July 1 , 1866" though 

certain places in Texas were atil1 denied the prlv1lege ", 39 

39 ~ •• 6:309. 

On June 13, 18GB the in&urrect1on in Tenn~ssee was de41ared 

\ an and; the authority ot the United States was estab-

11shed. 40 Ten days later, June 2~, tho blockade ot Galves-

.. :!" 
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40 ~ •• 6:317-318. 

ton and othor ports beyond the a:1.sE iss i pp1 River was 

moved. 41 In a Prool~motlon of August 29, 1865 JOhnson de-

1 Ib1.d •• 6 :325. 

signa ted September 1 a8 thE:> date tor the removal of all 

restriot10ns u~on internal , domest1c , and coastwise CO~ 

merce,.42 

42 Ibld ., 6:331. 

Jo~nson like LIncoln believed 1n a limited negro fren­

chise. While the Stnte convention of 1415S1831pp1 was in 

session President Johnson expro6oea h16 views on negro sut­

trase to the Provisional Governor Sharkey: 

"If you OJuld extend the e1ec ", ive franchise 
to all persons of color who oan read tbe 
Constitut1on of the United StatoD in Eng-
11sh and write their own name; and to all 
persona of color who o\m real eBtate 
valued at not leas then two hundred and 
:rU'ty dollars a~d };lay taxes thereon. "ou 
woul d completely d1sarm the adversary and 
aet an example tho other StUt60 will follow. n43 

43 Amerioan Annual CyPlo2edla. 5 : 561 . 

And yet Johnson never de any provis1on tor negro 

suffrage in his plan ot reoonstruction beoause he e11eved 

1t was not within his oonstitut1onal right to do so.' 

":.{' .. 

,/ 



1'/'):1 tile propri_ty o! atte:"'lpting to 
!ke the treedmen' electors by too pro­
lan~)tic.c otth~ !5xecutl vo ! took tor 

counsel the Oonstitutionlteclt, 
the int ~rprctatio~ or thut inutrument 
by its uuthor8 ena thair contemporaries , 
and reo~nt legislation by Congress. 

n, at the flrst movoment toward In .... 
deptu:dence. tIle Congress or 'the United 
states instructod tbe sevoral states to 
institute goverrullenta of their own; thoy 
lett each stato to doC1de tor itselt the 
conditions for th~ enjoyment of ttt' elec­
tive franohise . During the poriod of 
the Confederacy tbere oontinued to exist 

vcr,y great divers1ty in the qualltloa­
t10ne of electors in the soveral States ... 
.. the Const1tution ot the United States 
reooznlzea these dlverI31t1cc ..... Attar til' 
tormstion at the ConstitutIon it remaIned 

8 before, tbe uniform usage for each. 
State to enlarge ,the body ot Us electors 
according to ito own JUdem*nt •••• So fIxed 

thl" rerscn'otlon of power In the heb-
1ts of tho people ... .. t hnt (lurIng the 
clvl1 YlOl' the late president never har­
bored the purpose .- oertainly never a­
vowed the purpose ...... ot dlsregordtns 1 t. 

reover, 8 fw.tlcesaion of the elective 
franch1se to the freedmen by eot ot the 
president ot the United Staten 'must have 
been extended to all colored men, whurevt) 
found. end 80 must hove o8tabllshod 
change of suttrage in the northern. t11ddle , 
and Western states . not less than in tb 
Southorn sud Southwestorn. sucb en oct 

oUld have oreated a new oloss ot voters, 
and would hove beun an assumption of power 
by the Pre81den~ which nothlne 1n the Cona. 
t1tutlon or lowo or th~ _ Un1ted States 
would have war.ranted . " 

:0. IU.ehardaon, ,2la • .all,-. 6 :359 .. 360. 
-------~~-. ~-------. . -~- - ~-... -...... '------------------..... --..... ---

Johnson SWlllled uphls own att1 tude toward too pro­

blem of negro sutl~n~e. 

.. :; 

tlln rty jUdgment tbo trocbon. 1t tbey 
how ,put ienct:J and .manly virtuos. w111 
001l0 '!' obtains p :;;.rtlcluotlol1 in tb 

37 
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elective franchise through the St ates 
than through the General Govornment, 
evell if it had the power to 1ntervene.,,46 

45 Ibid •• 6 :360. -

38. 

Opposed to the reconstruct1on polioles of Linooln and 

John~on were the plans of Sumner and S'tevens, tbe m11Itant 

eng1neers 01' oongres;f31onal reoonstruction. 

Sumner's plan was defin1tely not the pres1dent·s. 

Sumner, shortly atter the death 01' L1ncoln , v1sited Wlth 

Johnson in the Wh1te HOUDe and tr1ed to convln oo him ot 

"Southern crimes" w~ch precluded ooy lenient policy 01' 

reconstruction. After a futile t#<>ohour conference sumner 

had to '.admt t that Johnson wss "changed . " 46 

46 Edward L. Pierce, 
ncr, 4:286;289 . -

_e_m~o_i_r_s ~ Let~era 2! Cha rles ~ 

In 8 letter to 8 friend Sumner remarkeu: 

ItIf' suocessful 1n war. we sha ll have 
then before us t he alternative: sepa­
ration; or subjugat ion of t hese State 
with emanc1pat10n.. I do not see any 
escape. Diplomat1sts here and abroad 
think it 1'111 be separat Ion. I think 
latter, under my resolutions or some­
thing like.,,4'l 

4'1 Ibid .. , 4 ,,'15. -
Basic to Ell understanding of Sumncrts plan ot reoons-

truction 1s hie co ncept1on of the a 1m of the war: 

" .... indemnlty for the past and securIty 
for the future , Such should be our oo~ 
prehenslve alm; no II¥;)re nor less . Wlth ... 

. . ~ ~ ' . 

/ 



out indomnity tor the peat, this wur 
wl11 hove baen waged at our cost. 
lthout security tor the future, this 
r will have been waged In vo1n. "48 

I 

39 . 

48 eonar l onal Glol)e,. 2nd Session, 37th Congress. 2188. 

Sumner's plan 1mS embodied In the torm of 8 resolu­

tioJl Whlch stated "hat no seceded stute could bE. considered 

tor reinstatement "until atter the satlstactory pertormano 

01' t1ve several mndltlons. whicb CD n.dttlons precedent 

must be 8ub1l11 t ted to 8 popular vote, and 'be sanotioned by 

ft major! ty of the people ot eech St ute ."49 Tbe t1 rat r a ... 

,9' ~bld.. 1st Session, 39th Congress, 2. 

qulrement demanded absolute 10yol ty "*lthout mental reoer­

-ration or equivocation of any kind ." The second qusliti­

oation oalled for tho thorough dissolut10n of the aristo­

oratic planter oligarohy together wJ.. til 1ts pOlitical mono.. 

poly and at th time "the complete enfranohisement 

./ 

ot all oltl~ens" w1th "no den1al ot r1ghts on acoount ot 

color or race and \'11 th all "equal betore the law, " He. 

pud1atlon of th~ rebol debt , ooupled with 8 pledge not "to 

impelr the national oredlt ft oonstituted tho third provI s ion. 

The to\11'thinJunotlon made it mandatory that t be South pro­

Vide a syvtem ot un1verssl education tor ell "without di 

tinotion of 00101' or r8oo .~The tlnal demand referred to 

t hose Southerners seoking ottico, "whethor State or notional." 

Only those would be CIO ns1derod e11g1ble "whoae conduct end 

:;:. 



40. 

oQnversat1on shall give assuranoe ot peace and reoonc111a .. 

tion. ,, ::;.0 

!)O Ibid.; 2. -

l 

Sumner·s plan inoluded the obllpatlon of Congress to 

provide governments for the seceded s tates, "republican 10. 

form. tt In ·eatabl1stdng these gov~rnments tour prerequisites 

Were outlined. The first point made it clear that only 

those South.erners who had rema1ned loyal to the Union were 

ellgible tor membership 10. the state conventIons. Since 

the South had 1snored the Oonstitution once. Su.m.ner emphe. ... . 

sized in tbe second proposit1on the supremacy .of ·the United 

States '.Oonstitution over state laws and state constItutIons. 

The thIrd resolution affirmed that no state can "be accepted 

as r epubl1Qanll where large nWllbers of 01 thens "who have 

always been loyal to the United States are denied the tran­

chi &e." Perhaps. the most repugnant to ttl·e Southern mtnd 

was the tourth )'Joint. No state government would be acoeptable 

to the Uni on as long as "e large prop0i't ion of naU ve-born 

citizens, char ged with no crime and no ta~lure ot dut1. 1s 

lett wholly unrepresented. although compelled to pay taxes: 

and especially when a pa rt1c;tuler raoe 1& ai nglad out and 

dented all representation. although compelled. to pay taxes. ,,61 

51 Ibid •• 2. 

To Sumner. the most important and most propagandized 

.. : ~'.: . 
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plank 1n h13 reoonstruotion platform was negro suffrage. 

On the Sunday after Linooln's 8(:,saeslnat1on Sumner asked l 

Ste!lton 11' provision, had been made for the negro vote in 

the reoonstruction plans for Virg1nia. 52 

52 G1deon Welles, ~. £!!., 2:291. 

Sumner was quite oonfident that 10hnson was also an 

advocate of negro suttrage. To his fr1end Sehelden he ju­

bilantly wrote. "Our new presIdent aocepts the princ1})l 

and the application of negro suff rage. tt53 Unfortunately, 

53 Edward L. P1erce. ~. ~., 4:242. 

Sumner and the other rad10als were soon to real1ze that tb 

unguarded statements 01' 10hnson made In the tlrst flush 01' 

xecutlve author1ty were Just so many words. And yet. on 

the very n1ght that Lincoln was assassInated. Sumner met 

llrietly with Johnson to discuss "publl0 business. " The pUb-

11c bus1ness" was Sumner's attempt to oonvinoe Johnson to 

advocate negro suffrage.54 

64 Ib1d •• 4:241. -
Sumner was undoubtedly mot1.voted more by polt Uoalex" 

pe.d1enoy than by an Innate feelIng of juatloe in hie Ch 

p10ning of' negro suffrage. On the occasion of the Senote 

passage of' the Blaine-Bingham amendment authorl~lng negro 

suffrage, Sumner wrote to his frlend John Brigbt, nW1thout 

.. ;:" .. 
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the colored vote the white un10nists could not be organized. 

The colored vote "U8 necessary •• ' •• It waB on th e t ground» raj' 

ther than pr1nciple, that I relied most . n55 On Decemb~r 4, 

bb ~. , 4:319- 320. 

1865, Sumner introduced bill 1n the Senote advooating negro 

suftrage. In present ing tha-t bi 11 he declared." .>. It .0.11 per­

one shall be equal before the law, whether tn the court-room 

or at the ballot- box. n5G In anewer to lett , r trom a 00 

66 Works ot Oharles Sumner, 10:14 • ...... 

m1ttee ot oolored persoos desiring Sumner's aid in obta1ning 

the franohise, he wrote, ItTh1s ellfronchised Republic, set-

ting an exemple to mankind. cannot continue to sanction an 

odious Oligarchy, whose 81 ngle diet! nott ve element 18 oolor. ,,5'l 

~7 Ibid • • 9:431 . 

Onst1l1 another occaSion, referring to the government·s 

duty to guarantee each sta te republlcen torm ot government 

he sald.> " .. ... tt 18 the bounden duty of the United States 

by Act of Congress to guaranty oomplete freedom to every 

c1tizen. immunity from all oppress1on. end absolute equa11ty 

betore the law. 't08 Welles remarked octl cernlng visit Sumner 

58 Ibid ., 9:310. -

'#·:f 
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had Itlftde: ~!Voting. he cla11:llod. waG ind1apcnBable "1i0 freedom. 

without :1t tbe blaoks galned noth:tng ....... 59 l 

59 Gldeon Welles,"L1ncoln and Johnson,," OoloXl, 1872, 13: 
U5 • 

. ueb more lenient 1n h i t tltude toward tho South 'man 

~tevon8, Sumner d1d not inolude po11ticol disability and eon­

t1soation of property as foatures of hio plan, but cons1dered 

both Be "to l"8ry expod1ente ft and after the war was won, 

"1 would be aoong tho foremost to insist upon rer:ovlng the 

(restrictions, confisoation, etc,) ell ..... "60 

60 Oongressional Globe, 2nd Sess ion, 40 ConGress. :';247. 

The pleno of Sumner and Stevens' both were bosed upon 

the eovt'.re1gnty or Congress,. Sumner QBoumed that premise, 

Stevena blf.J t ently reiterated 1t ad nauseam lest any "weak­

indcd moderate" should oven sU«Joect tha.t the oxecutive 

branch had any preroGatives 1n th et~bli8hmcnt or 8XOCU-

tlon ot reoonstruotion theorios and plens. There 18 no mle. 

ek1ng uho, 1n S~even8 opinion, shsll superv1se reoonstruc­

tion. 

"Congress 10 tho Botorelgn power. becau 
the poople speak: t hrough. them. end Andr 
Johnson auat learn that ho 1s your eervant 
and thet os Congress shoUld ordor he must 
obey. There is no escape trom 1t. God 
torbid thet he should have one tittle ot 
power except whISt be derives through Oo,n. 
gress and the Core t1 tuSlon. 'l'b1s is the 
Wholo questlone"60 

". 



61 B. Y. Her6~d. Scptembe:r 29, la6~H 

And now Stevens ~8rQdox1oally marshalls his unanswerable 

roOf from that "worthl bIt ot old parohment." the Cons-

tltution of tile United StatoD . 

"By the Conatltutlon ot the United Stat 
. in a sinsle sento..t1oe •. the first parQgroph 
of the f irst article ill tho Constitution 
says that all legislut ive power aholl 
oonsiat or n Sena t o and 1$ House 01.' Re 
resentotlvos. Thera 1s the ~hOlo leg1s­
lative power of tho. nat 1on."62 

6~ Loc .. ctt. --
Stevena' first ~18n of reconstruotion wes embodied 1n 

tho torm ot a recommended nd.ment by the Joint COlnm1tte 

on Reoonstruotion and presented by h~ to the House on May 

• 

/ 

S, 106fh I t. Wasn't what be wanted . Just before be 'Presented 

s. t. 116091(1 . ,. It tells tor short ot 

,y hopes." And then he addB \tby 1t 

• but it tult11l 

o h 

hod 110 oed 1 t would be . ,. I b.-Ueve it 10 all that oan be ob­

tained ill t h(lpresent sta te at public oplnlon. rt 63 The tirat 

• t • 

etton 01.' this amendment "proh1bi t s tbe s t a tos tram abridgIng 

the pr1viloges and i Wllun1t ico ot citizons ot tho United Stat ... Dt 

or unlawfUlly depriving them ot' l ite, liberty, or property, 

or 01.' denying to any persoA .wlthin tbe1r jurisdlotion the 

''''qual' protection 01.' t116 l aws . " 'l'h oond seotl~n . nooordia 



to stevena was the most important, and by the same token 

would be the most distasteful to the Southern mind. "It 

45.. 

i 
any State shall exclude any of her adult male citizens trom 

the elective franchise, or a.bridge that right,. she shall 

tortei t her right to representation in the same proportion. " 

The th1rd section involved the disfranohisement ot the re­

bels, "It prohibits rebels from voting tor members ot Con .. 

gress and electo:rsot PresIdent tintil l8'10 . n64 The elttreme 

64 ~bl~ •• 2459-2460. 
.~~---~. 

vindictiVe radicalisUl of stevens comes into clear focus 

when referring to this seotion he remarked, "It fs too 

lenient, for my hard heart. Not only to 1870 but to 180'10 

every rebel who slled tbe blood, of loyal men ,shoul d be pre ... 

, vented tram. exercising any power in th i s Government. ,,65 

65 .ill!.>,2544 . 

The fourth section called tor Southern repudiation at the 

rebel debt . 56 

56 Ibid., 2461 . ---
An extens10n or completion of this fIrst plan was pre­

sented by s tevens on July 25, 1866 and introduoed in the 

form of a bl,ll "to enable the stutes lately in rebellion 
I 
! 'to rega1n their privileges in the Union. " In section one 

II otth1s bill he establisbes the principle that since t he 

/,1 
,. 

!t l 

I 
ill 

;;. '._ ' 
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Confedert~ te States had forfeited all their rights under 

the Constitution and could be reinstated only through Con- j 

gressi onal aotion, it wos the responsibility of Congress 

to lay down the regulat10ns whiCh the rebel states must 

follow in setting up valid state govornments. Seotion two 

stated that the existing state governments "are not to be 

treated as free republios, yet they are hereby aoknowledged 

as valid governments for munioipal purposes UfltU t .he eame 

shall be duly altered _" The prooedure to be followed in 

calling 8 sta te oonvention was outlined 1n t he third sec­

tion. 'r'he convent ion should form a stnte ovnst1tut1on which 

would beoome effeot1ve after a mnjorlty of the "legal voters" 

badrat1tled it, The fourth sectlon stated the qualitica­

tions neoessary for t he rranch1se' "All . J1l61e oit1zens aboT 

the age of twenty-one1ea~s who have resided one year in 

sald state , or ten days withi n the election districts . " 

Section f1ve define d cit izens as "all persons (except In­

dians not t.axed) born. in the United states or duly natura. 

l12oed, " and then added that any male citizen over twenty-

one oould serve as e delegate . 1-'he in feature ot seotton 

s1x was the disfranoh1sement of all officeholders unde~ 

the Confederaoy or "who swore allegianoo to s 61d government" 

for a period ot five yea rs beyond the day they haVe mode 

applioation for readm1ssi on to oitizenship . "the s aid appl1-

oation to be fi led and an oatn t aken in the same oourts 

that by law are author1zed to naturalize fore1gners ." The 

next seotion s designed to proteot in particular the negro. 



4'1 . 

No c»net1tutton Will even. bo oonsidered if it "dellies to 

Bny oit1aen cny rights. pr1vileges . or 1l1uuu.nltles whioh ! 

nted to any other c1tlaen in the state .. •• And it 

448 , 11 b art18~ without regard t 

languago, raco, or formor oondltlon .. ft It otter n state 

hoe b accented into the Union eDd it altern 1ts const!-

tutlon to discriminate agu1nst any pureon or grouP. 1t w111 

utomatloelly lose lts rl~t to eon roprcaenta-

tlon. The conclud1ng .section specit1cs thet When 8 seceded 

state h8~ mot all of the foregoing oondlt1~A8. It may then 

nt lts oonstitut1on to OOll~es tor approval. If ap­

proved, the state may entet tho Union With full prlVl1eges. o7 

67 Ibld~l 410'1. -
011 January 3 , 186'1 Ste presented th1 eUlu" bill 

Wlth speoifi0 add1t1ons or amen4Ill8nto. In ee,otlab th:re 

Stevens set a 41)00181 date,the first Tuesday at Mey. 186'1 

tor the election of delegatee to the state oonventions and 

ddec1 that "the convent1on shall o ,~ns18t 01' the same n 

ber otmombors liS the .moat numerous bJ'onch at the leg1s-

lature ot said State betore robellion." Bo thon 4eslgnBte4 

the exact t1mo and plec sting of tho oonvent1on. 

1'0 insuro en honest va to. Congr, 8 to elect a co 1011 

ot tItre, reODS tor Noh state, who 1n turn would select 

leotion oftioers to serVe in tho eleot10n 411otr10t8. The 

South. ot OQurse, would heve to pay toX' all this eleotion 

ch1nery. The President end tbo mill t617 oommander of th 

.. ;,. 
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district W8S to furn1sh 'any military aid to assure a fair 

vote w1thout riots. 11 election returns were to go to the I 

Commiss ions. To increase the disfranchised group , Stevens 

stated that any ottice-holders who were of full age on Maroh 

4. 1851 were to be disfranchised for a period ot 1'1ve years 

beginning tram the day that they would make applioation for 

olt1zeushlp ~ Under this same section he included the oath 

wh1ch the disfranchised would have to t ake before being aO­

cepted into full citizenship.56 

68 ibid . , 2nd Session. 39th Oongress, 250 . 

Stevens now proved to the members of the House . with 

"eeTeral -good l'eesons. tI just Why they sbould pass his bUl . 

The fIrst reasons oonoern themselTes with the problem 01' ne­

gro suftrage. The negro should be given the vote because 

"have not the loyal blacks qutto as good a r1ght to choo~e 

rulers and make laws as robel whites 1" Atter dispOSIng ot 

that lotty sentiment tor the consumption and sat1sfaction of 

the idealists ~ stevens gives the real rea.son for negro suffrage. 

He was oertain that the loyal white mInorIty. joined With the 

negro . woUld then have protection ~gainst the rebel white 

and incidentally "insure the ascendancy of the Union party. " 

Knowing how the conscienoes of the nKre conservative members 

must have boen pained by that last utterance. stevens thun-

del'S down upon their heads one of hla typical. scathing t1-

rades: 

"Do you avow the rty purpose ? some 



horror·strioken demagogue exolaims . 
I dO. R'or I believe, on my conscienoe, 
that on tho oontinued ascendanoy of 
that party dep~nde the safety at this 
great natlon. ftu9 

9 Ibid •• 25;". 
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l 

Since so ot the oongressmen wer e atraid of n negro equal! ty, " 

stevens expla1ns whet he meana by that idea. "The same law 

Wh1ch condemns or acquits an African should oondemn or aoquit 

a whi te man •••• Such 1s the law of God and such ought to be 

the law of man . n70 

70 Loo. o1t" --
To both S er and stevena the keystone in their reoan-

etruotlon aroh was negro suttrage. They were oonv1noed that 

sucoess or tailure ot negro suffrage meant the suocess or 

tallure of reconstruction. stevens we s boisterous as sum-

ner in his repeated advooaoy ot the ne~ro franoh1se. Wh1le 

Sumner kept his arguments on the high planeof logioal lntel­

leotuality, ste~ns desoended to the low levels of bullying 

verbal abuse. Speaking ot the need for negro suttrage; stevena 

once remarked, "In territories Congress fixes tbe qualifioa­

tions of electora , and I know ot no better place nor bet ter 

oocasion tor the conquered rebels and the conqueror to prao­

t10e Justice to all men, end accustom themselves to make and 

to obey equal laws . "7l 

:.:>.>. 
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50 conGressional Globe. 1st S(3sGion; 39th Congress. 74. l 

To Stevens. negro suffrage was extremely important be ... 

Q8USe it would br1ng the country one atop closer to universal 

equal1ty, the ideal for which he strtved. tfThts 1s manta 

Government; the Government of all n 611ke .ft7~ Stevens made 

92 Loc. c .lt. --
it very obv1ous that "Without the right of l;Juffr age in th 

late slave States, (I do not s peak of the tree States), I be­

U.eve the slaveD had far better been lett in bond"age. "'3 

73 Ibid". 75. -
Speaking to the people of Lancuster. Pennsylv&n18 after Conw 

gress had recessed tor the summer, he greW' eloquent in his 

dofense of negro suffrage. He orated. 

"'With regard to the question of negro 
suffrage i n the tree St ates , everyone 
knows that I am not etraid to expresl 
my opinion. Everybody has a right to 
vote and pay h1s taxes.. and whoever 1s 
governed by the laws has a right to make 
them ••• , and it , when I am de~d. there 
prouts any vigor from my bones and 

grave to help .forwsrd posterity to pro­
claim the same doctr1nes of universal 
liberty and universal suftrage , and unlA 
versal d1senthralment from kings , I 

shall be satisfied." 7-

74 N_ Y. Herald. September 29, 1866. 
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With regard to the acceptance of the rebel states into 

the Union he said he would not permit them to return "until ' 
I 

tbey present const1tutions containing the essence of liberty; 

and 1Jhentbey do that I will - let them In at any time. lt75 The . 

95 Loc. c1t/f --
·'essence of lIberty, " of course, waB negro suffrage. 

stevens was not the only one who wanted the negro to 

have the franchise . Referring to his bUl 1n which he advo­

cated negro suffrage he told the people of Lancaster. "Every 

loyal Southern man came to me and asked to put it in. fl7e 

76 Loo . ,c1t. --
Olimaxing hlsdefense 01' the negro vote. Stevens gave 

tull rein to h1s emotions lnthe following invective. "S1r. 

thie dootrine of a Wh1te mants goverliment 18 as atrocious as 

the infamous sentiment that damned the late Chief Just1ce to 

everlasting 1'ame. and I tear. to everlasting tire . "97 

77e,onsresSional GlObe , 1st Session,. 39th Congress . 7;, . 

AS pure and 8lt~u18tl0 8S stevens motives appear on the 

surtaoe , we must seriously question h1s sinoerity ln advooR­

~1ng negro sutfrage. Polioioal expediency end party loyal­

ty bad. perhaps, as m~oh to do with his support ot negro suf­

frage 8S his innate desire to establish universal equality. 

In detending the right of the emancipated slave to vote. he 

... ;. 
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was oertain that it the negro 1s not permitted to exercise 

the franohise , " •••• they( the Southerners and Demoorats) ./ 
w111 ot the very fIrst eleot1on take possess1on ot the White 

House and of the halls of Congress." But if the freedman · 

has tbe rlght to vote "I th1nk there would always be Union 

men enough in the South, at ded by the blaoks., to d1 vide the 

representation and thus continue Republican ascendancy • .,78 

78 Ib1d •• 74. -
Another teature of Stevens 1 radloal 1'1011, at ready 

touched upon, was his insistent dem8Jlds tor oontlscaU.on 

ot rebel property. AS early as 1661 he began preaoh1ng thls 

harsh , :retallatlve dootrine ", Ho sald that even 1t "their 

whole oountry (south) must be lald waste , and made a. desert, 

in order to save thls Un.ion from destruotion, 80 let it be . " 

He added , 1f1 would rather" slr, reduoe them to 8 cOndl-

tlon where their wnole country 1s to be repeopled by & band 

at freemen than to Bee t hem perpetrate the destruction ot 
\ 

this peopl e through our agency."79 And et Lancaster 

79 Ibid., 1st Session. 37th Congress, 415. 

three d6ys before l.lnooln's death he vQwed that he would 

take trom the rebels "every toot ot ground they pretend to 

own. "SO On that same day he expanded his ldes8 on oontis-

80 Lancaster Intel11spnoer. Maroh 21, 186'1, Q,tlOted in 
Clau¢e G. Bowers, ~ Wraslg Era . 6. 

:.:-;. 
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cat10n to the people of Lancaster. He desired to conf1scate 

"every estate wot1ih ten thousand dollars ond containing two ( 
" 

hundred acres." ot the 465 .000,000 acres in rebel territory. 

394,000' ,000 acres could be contiscated. ot this amount 40.-

000,000 acres would give every adult negro 40 acres. The 

remaIning 354, 000.000 acres could be sold at ten dollars an 

acre, nett1ng the GoveTnmQnt $3,e40.000,OOO.00 stevena 

then told the audience what could be done with that sum. He 

suggested: 

"Invest $200;000,000,00 1n s1x per cent gov­
ernment ro nds and add th e interest semi-annu­
ally to pension those who have become dis· 
abled by thls villainous war ; appropriate 

200,000.000.00 to pay damages done lQyal 
en, both North a nd South, and pay the res1-

due ot $5,140,000.000.00 on the national debt . H81 

81 Ibid., 19. 

On another oocasion an Alabama newspaper editor a t t he con. 

elusion of an 1nterview with Stevens asked him if he would 

"be satisf1ed with noth1ng less than confisoation, " stevens 

snapped, "No. s1r, anything less would be unjust to those 

wronged by your crlma ."82 

92 IbId. , 160. -
.Advocating a much more seVere applica tion of t he con-

fisoati on lawB, s tevens told the House : 

"I trust yet to see our confiscation law 
tully executed .; and then the malefactors 
w111 learn that whot Congress has seized 

. :f' ~' 



as enemy's property and invested 1n the 
United states oannot be diveste~ and re­
turned to the conquered belligerent by 
the mere voice of the Execut1ve . I hope 
to see the property ot the subdued ene-

pay the damages done to loyal men. n83 

83 Congressional Globe, 1st Session, 39th Congress . 1019. 
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On February 6. 1867 the Odious Reoonstruct10n Bill was 

introduoed by stevens. It repre$ented the culmination of 

radical reconstruction thinking and planning. The ·only d1sap-

pointing featUre ot the Bill was that it was too lenient 

tor the "vindict1ve old man." Judging trom the severity of 

the seven sect10ns of that b1ll It 1s not diff1cult to de .. 

teet who was the guiding light am dom1nan:t architect ot 

t b is rad10al legislation.. Nor d1 d Stevens and Sumner tol.er-

te any delay in 1ts flnal enactment . Within a week. ste­

vens had Whipped the bill through the Bouse and into the 

Sena te; there Sumner took control of the situation. and hur­

ried it through lim1ted debates in. four days . Johnson natu­

ral11 vetoed the measure . But it was promptly passed over 

his veto by 8.l'l unperturbed and resolute Congrees. 

:;. 
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P'l'ER THRJ:.'E 

In analyzing the reasons tor the fa1lure ot presiden­

t1al reconstl~ot1oA .it 2$, perhaps. beat to present 8 con­

neoted storY' ot the SUC08s81"ul radioal program ot tU'gw:aen-

at1on, Yl11tloat1oA, and misrepresentat10n whioh tinally 

oulminated 1n victory :tor the congressional plan aod then 

amp11fy and evolu~te the cost 1mDottunt 8Decit10 factors 

.hieb. were integral features of' this program or Whioh _8tt> 

weaknesses of the administration u1)C)n whloh tile Radlcal 

oapita11zed to v1oto~1oU8 advantaSe. 

j 

Becauoe Johnson wes torced to carry ouoh a heavy 10a4 

ot apposl tion and r8c1108.1 abuse 1t ofton appears to the ca ... 

sual observer thot Linool n nnd his poliOy received t~ who1 

hearted support ot an over-wholming major1ty of his party. 

Nothing could be farther trom the truth. Tho Republloan 

party had always had lts faotions with rogard to the slavery 

question. Bighteen sixty-six merely marked the asoendancy 

of ono of those taotions ovor the other,. AB 8 result , not 

only Johnaon but also Linooln hod to. teoe oontinuou8 oppo­

Sition trom the RadIcnls 0.1' .stremata 1n hie l)Qrty. He 

was otten aooused of being too mOdera to. When be advooated 

emanoipation, the Rad10als wanted equality ot civil rights 

tor the nesro. In 18&3, the oppoa1 tion booa, 

, _1V6 and Con~res5 retu6ed to. recognize lo.yal repreBentat1ve~ 

from ony seoeded s tetes . Each Y08r ea" the Radioals beoo: 

lng more outspoken end violent 1n the1r opposition to L1ncoln t s 

~'. ': ... <" 
.' 
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polloy ot mod~rot10n 8ml oonoiliation. In 1854 tbe Radicel 

wonted to baok Fremont tor pre8~dent ~thor. than L1noo1n. l 

The Davis Bill wsa an attempt. to write t ho Radical plan ot 

reoonstruotion into the lows of the lund 1.0 oppos1tion to 

1..1nooln'0 plan. 1th rogard to Llnooln' s renomination In 

1864 8 contemporary .wrlter eftvo tbat "ot the mo~ 

nd th Jrough~solng Republicans 1n both Rouses ot Congress, 

probably not one in ten really tovored It . " 

~Xt was not only very d18t98tet~1 to a larg 

Oonaress but to many ot tho liost nromlnont 

throughout the country_"l 

He exple1ns that 

Jority ot 

n of the porty 

1 Geor, • Jul i an , Pol1t1oa,1 Reoollections, 1840-1872,236. 

L1Daoln'a veto ot the ~8de-Dovla reconstruotlon plan 

brought into the open muoh ot tho opposition which hod been 

seething below the surfaOe of the liepub110an party. Jomes 

that Linooln'a voto met "Violent opnosition 

from the more radical members of toth Houses . It Cangrens 

had been in ses sion at tho time, a vory rancorous nast111t 

auld hove been developed against the presldont . ~2 Had Lln~ 

2 Jam 

ooln lived he would havo had to faoe the antagonism of h1 

PQrt;r beoause he "had only al.loyod and postnoned ...... not r' 

Dve4 .... (the) confliot with Congress . " 

3 Ibid •• 3". 
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ownrd • eale who had anness to the Sumner and Bt 

vens USB emphasizes the tact th4t only the neceou1ty or wln~ 

ning the \1ur and. Lincoln's popu,lar1ty with the masses, had 

trained the Rodicels. "In the intorval of celebration 

between Lee's surrender ahd L1ncoln'o death, they had no t1 

to organize en effective opnosition; but that they were about 

to do 80 1$ evidenoed by their correspondence. " 

Howsrd K. B • 

The deeth of Lincoln revealod the estent ot tn-force 

agel' to battle with him on the problem of reoonstruotion. 

xprcao1ng his oppos1tlon to Lincoln' s pollcy ond h1s toel­

lJU':B nt: the occas1on ot the PreSident's death 8 St. Louie 

Radlcal , J . E. Yeet 

Comm1so1on wrote to 

that this ns not h1 

n. President ot tb \~AAT.Arn San1 tor 

• Johnson thnt flOod has oleorly indloated 

po:Uoy. "b !don wero bitterly angry with 

Johnson •• LXX , ~uoted in Benle . se. S!! •• 60 . 

Lincoln even 1n hie death. Morrill of Maine expressed th 

ntlments 01' many a Rodicnl when he wrote to Charles Sumner 

June 12. 1860 conoerning his att;itude toward Lincoln. "( 

is) truly m.oat d1tt'ioult to speak oand1dly of the elements 

or (Linooln' s) Ci1araoter without ottend1ng the ~ubl1c Bene 

t this time so keenly sensitive trom thQ memory ot recent 

venta . " 



6 Sumner !Q.2 •• LX..1:III, Q.uoted 1;'1 Beale, 2!!.. m., 61 . 

Johnson gave tht. Rad icals no sst is:fe ction as to wha 

course be intended to pursue in reoonstruot1on. They had 

interpreted his silence as meaning a Rau ical pOl lcy. In 

~8. 

/ 

his Inaugural he s ald: " t o an indication of any polioy 

whiCh may be pursued by me 1n tbe administration of the Gov", 

ernment, I have t o sa hat that must be left for develop. 

ment , a s t he administr ation progress es . "? 

-, Arrt,e:rlltan Annual Oyolopedl(l. 5 :800. 

The Radicals were sure that Johnson was one of their 

number 'and it he was not, they were conf1dent t ha t they would 

be able to make h1m oot) form to their way ot thinking. NUmer­

ous attelupta W61'C made to 1nrluenoQ the presi dent to commit 

himself definitely to a Radical poll cy of reconstruction. 

Baeh leading Rad1cal had his l deas as to how the President 

should be conv(llrted . Scburz was certain thot Johnaon "mus t 

be talked to as much as possible" to prevent him from tall .... 

ing into '·the hands of his old assoo iations. flG Ben Wade took 

a Carl Schurz, Speeches. Co,respondel'loe. ~ :political !!!­
pars, 1:267 . 

t he Pre,sldent's bitterness toward tra l tors as a very good 

indioat ion tb&t he would advocate a RadIcal poU.Oy. 9 On May 
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\) Georg • Julian. £2. ctt . , 257. / 

12, the date 01' tne Radical caucus. both Wade and Sumner Ju­

bilantl y announoed to their Radical colleagues that Johnson 

had eVen advocated negro suttr age . 10 

10 Ibid., 26~ . -
Sumner . Stevens. Schurz, Wade" Wendell Phillips, and 

other Radicals who believod that they would be able to make 

e puppet out ot Johnson were shocked into disillusionment 

when they saw t.he eonten~cof h1s proclamations of May 29 . 

Instead or following the Radicals' plan of reconstruotlon 

he had co. tted h1mself to Lincoln's. yet the Radicals did 

not want to believe that they had lost their 1.ntluenoe over 

Johnson. Sumner was espeoially earnest in hls efforts to 

change the President . On June 22 he wrote to SChurz to "lOCke 

one moreet tort to arrest the poltcy of tho president . nll 

11 Carl.Sohurz, 2£w ~. , 26~ . 

~1elles remarks in his D1ary that Sumner had wr1 tten Mrs . 

iames "wishing that she and har husband uould influeoce me 

to i nduce the President to Change his policy_"l 

12 Gi deon lles , Diarz, 2 : 363 . 

The Radi cals now began to enterta1n the gravest fears 

·:t.: 



60. 

for their plan of reoonstrtlct1on . I&my felt that the OQllse 

was Just about loot. Thad Stevens. was 08,,001811y worrietl , 
I 

over the situation and expressed hie anxiety in numerous let­

ters to Sumner. In the one of June 14, 1865 he 1$ part1ou­

l arly alarmed. He writes: HIs there no way to arrest the 

1nsane oourse of the President •••• ? Can you get up e. move ... 

ment 1n Massacbusetts? I have thought of trying it at our 

State Convention •••• It something is not aone the President 

wl11 be orowned king before Congress meets."13 

13 Sumner MSS •• LXXIII, Quoted in Beale. ~. clt., 64 • 
. - -
The Bad10els did not lose hop but realized that de .. 

lay 1n ~he exeoution of planot 1'8 construotion by Congress 

was necessary in order to glve themselves time to orgalllz 

n eft'ect1Ye opposition to Johnson. They would gain folIo .... 

e~s through ~eduoat1on" as they put It . e knOW from the 

subsequent events that it was through the applioation of pro­

paganda and sulterfuge that they were able to gain adherent 

and finally dislodge the President and his plan. They wanted 

time to convinoe the North that the South could not be trust-

edt which implied that Johnson's plan was not the r1ght on.;>. 

and tha t tore oUst be resorted to in order to brIng the re-

bels to a realization of tbe en 0 rmi ty 01' the1rcrlmes. Fur­

thermore , tbe Radioals a1Jned at securing racial equality 1n 

the South. Thelr attacks naturally oentered in Johnson who 

advocated a liberal policy of reconstruot1on. 

Every a.venue and maans re ut111z~d to secure 8 v1c-

tory for the Radioals . Wldespread disoussion and debate 

"';'!o 
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re stimulated 'by medua of th~ ::poken ana written word. 

Jp~echea wore maue, pamphlets were p~1nted 6nd new8pope~ I 

l'ttolos written -- all tor the I t: "ourpoatl ot dtacrod;l.t .ing 

JohnOOll and hia polley Hud or exa.li;1nJ,t the Hadlcnle and their 

ldcus. Congroasional co~~tittees, notably the Coem1ttee 0 

ltteen. an.'.! the pu~~t;y suthe~1nga soan beOIl1:lC only another 

DS or stirring up opposition to Johnoon and oreating fr1end 

tor the Radical pl'ogrom. Charles Sumner mndo it clear to 

Dchurz Juat uhat the Radicals were a.ttt"mpt1ng to accomplisb 

in his 1 • 18m): 

14 Carl Sohurz~ OPe ~~ •• eG? 
•• _1", 

Another ta.orlte method ot dlecred1ti Johnson and 

turtllerln~ tbe oaus tll 8dlesl to havo th 

porta ot travelers and correspondents in the South pub-

lished fo tional consumption d Beal o aptly 'Outs 

it in reforring to the 

nOond1t1ons they sow agro 

cal sontlz:aonts .• ft16 

orthern inapeotors and tourists: 

urpr1st 1th their nollt1-

1u Beale, ,22 • .£ll .. , 69 . 

he Radlcals re611~ed thnt it they were gol ng to win 

out they would have to gain oontrol of B Jor1t 

,', . 
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nd the~r were llot slow 1n gotting their I:lachincry rur.n1~. 

Sumner ond ste~ns ospocially worked ovort1 to "lino uptf / 

tollowerQ. ttor~ lett the pon& of tho so two l1adical 

in ereat numbers, ell having as their objectivo the oonvor-

sion or strcngthenin~ ot probable d1scipl 

in his .D1nt-Y1 

.. .. ellos l'i rked 

weils tho ur~n1m1ty ot the Cabi. 
t; eays thero 1s unexa.l1plod unanimlty 

in New England against tbe 1'ollcy or the 
dm1n1st~atlon; thinks I ougbt to rea1gn; 
nys .iade ond Fossenden or& intending' 

to make vb:orous oppos1tion ageinst it,_ ..... 16 

16 Gideon 11 .. • 01 .... .. ""'- ............ : 3 • 

lles. however. realleed thut even tho Cabinet weo no 

oompletely with Johnson. stanton Was pnrad1nr. as Johnaon.s 

0111. but was crotly piottlns w1th tho Rad1oals . Well 

b~ acd h1D conclus1on upon two taats; first, that stanton 

had Bince le5~ reversed 111s pos1tlcn under t.;lncoln and now 

advooated BegrO suffrage :lAd SooOnd. th ~t "tho llad10els In 

the Ponneylvan1a convention h~ve paBBed 0 '000181 solu ... 

t10n 1ndors1nlt t~. Stanton by name" but no other member 0 

Ute Cabinet." 110s conten' that "ne~e there no unde 

tandlnl; 0 feint made ~o prominent by the Radloal~t ouch 

olution woUld soarcely have been edopted or drafted _ttl? 

l' luiu., - • 

~he li841oa18 were aooelorat ing ihe paoe ot thei r 

. '~ 

~<; 
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aotivities be:f'oX'e Co convened in order to be able 

to have thing" thoir own WAY' Wht::fi tb e E6Bcions would flatu ... / 

ily begin er Col a obviously i lmed 

by tile Rad1callh elIas reoords on December 1, 1865 that 

Coltux. s "coming weB hora loed \11th lour1sh . He !faa oere-

nadad, end cali vcrad a propt~l'cd sooeoh, \'fh:i.ch l'mn telegraphed 

over the oountry aJld publinbed the next lnorn1ng." i'lel1e., 

natw:'a1.1y eonclu<losl ft It is the offspring ot au intrigue. 

and one thet 1s pretty extens1ve. ~e whole proceeding WOO 

d:ttated.,,18 

18 Ibll1. , 3Se. 
-'--"- - .~---"""'" ... .. '" _. UK •• F q * ~ _____ • 

Orl Satul'duy evening Doaember 3, the ConnrelSalonalcau-

cue wu.s held Whioh the l~l con()eived resol ution tor 

tho JOint COf,ttd t ot Fifteen waD ett~ct1yely pass lth 

Thad Stevena chODen ~:.:i the man t o prGtsont it. 

oonvened tIle Radioals wore in por/or. 'l'hu)" reeleoted Colfax 

ap r and placed ,ht of the1r group on the Joint COJn.'B1t-

t • hat the U&410£\18 WerC) determined to exeoute thol-r 

plan ruthlessly and rolontlessly was obv1ous at the firBt Bosslon 

t Congroso tt JOM!lOn had stutod thot Con tl boel the right 

o docide upon the quall1"1c!lt1ona ot its mombere ond corur.re 

4J. d deolde ill no uncertain terms . Maynard ot l 'otmeasee \'Ibo3e 

loyalty to tho Union 

tegrlt a unlapenchnbl 

unquest ionod and whose personal in­

not pe~1tted to teke his &oat . 

Tho Rad10als d1d thIs Without realizing or in splte at the 

•• .o," 



&4. 

fact thot they knew thut Johnoon wao olso trom Tonn~ssuu. 

It Maynurd's right to 3 l)f;}ot wut! donied wh£lt about John... I 

-on's right to the pres1.d<3l1cy? not Sd~1Btied th this 

d.isplay ot nrrog:lnt p07l~r tho Rud:.tcalp l"uallf~d through Con ... 

ress the rilsolll.t1on csta the Joint Co~~tt aa of 

Fifteen. even betore Johnson's 110d bCtlIl 1.'064 . 19 

lQ Con~reS0101'la,l G+o~~, 39th COMres ~st Seseion, 3-10 • 
• 

'llee, co:,~ .• tmt1ng on the aotion of the RadIcals ro!lltlrked: 

"stevens' resolution wa 8~ed by e strict party vov~ . 

'l'be no ,embers, end Othe1"8 k in their under8tnnding~. 

were taken oft their le88, as Was deoiened, before they we 

ure ot 1t.ft20 

SO 01<!con 11e8, ~. ~.i 2:5g2. 

he br betwElttn Johnson an" Conltt'esc Wi let 

a.rter Ooturday, J'tlnunry e. le66. On thc,t d~ fl fl"t.lb-o 

m1 ttoe of th e r~mbern o f tho .Toint COr.\J'!l1 ttee waa appointed 

to tell Johnson to "<tete):' nll further exocutive aotion in 

re,::crd to reconatruet1on until thin Conwl ttee sholl haY! 

tul::en notion on tho SubJoct. fl21 This was tl:.e In.st ott.mmpt 

21 ... ~ .. _ '" COI.wi t t ,- .~ 

of Con~res$ to oooporate tt1th Johnao 

wen openly entesonist1c to tho Fresident .. Nor did the liadl ... 

.. :, 



caln refrain from anything which mi ght in any way injure 

Johnson and his policy. 

65. 

,en Johnson intimated that he would have to veto the 

b1l1 whloh designated negro suffrage for tho Distr1et ot 

Columbia, Stevena denounoed this stateoent and said t ha t 

"oenturies ago. had it been made to Farliament by a Bl'1tish 

King 1t would have cost him his head,n2B 

22 Congress1onal Globe, and Sess1oA. 39th Congress, 536. 

The spring of 1866 saw the Rad10als inoreasing their 

antagonism toward Johnson. Hi$ opponents left the sphere of 

honostdebate end 10g1cal reasoning" ttl tacts end resorted 

I 

to muck-raking and mud-sling1ng of the 'Worst kind.. The ta­

vorite stori es involving J'onnson's supposed drunkenness were 

fabricated and d1 s'seminated I'll t h increased zeal by these Rad1 ... 

eals,_ They stopped at nothing to d1 se,..ed:1t the President and 

sank so low as to oirculate the QtofY that Senator Pomeroy 

had Visited the White House and ~found the president, his sQa, 

and son-in-l aw all drunk and unfit for bus iness . that the 

President kept a mistress at the White Rouse,"2Z So oon'flac-

23 Gideon welles. ~. £ll., 464. 

ing d1d this story a ppear that Henry Ward Beecher , the noted 

clergyman , beli eved it and helped ciroulate It . 

That stevens wan mester of the s1tuat1on end det1n1tely 

.. :'-: / ':~.: 
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the leode1' of the Radical opposition 1s evident. 'I'his 

oontention is upheld 'by an exam;1nat ion of the evnnte cen"" I 

tcring about tho vetoing of the ~rcedmen1s Bureau Bill . 

The ::lodcrntes in Congress awed to bring about the downtall 

of the Radicul c ontrol by resenting the representatives from 

Tennessee in the hope that. Johnson would reclprooat~ by 

signing the bill. stevens saw the nigger in the woodpile 

end was not in the least ready to c,meade anything which 

mi ght help the opposition. 

The COlnmlttee 01' Fifteen had oreated sub-committees 

to study the situation in the Southern States a nd to make 

reoommendations . Three moderates. Senator Grir!1cs of IowaJ 

Representatives Grider of Kentucky and Bingham of Ohio were 

seleoted to study the problem 0: Tennessee . 24 Aa mlght be 

24 Kendriok. ~ • .2!.i •• 48. 

expeoted, they recommeno.ed the 11llmediat~ a.oceptance of 

Ttmnesaeo,, 25 ,. An Fevruary 1'1 ~ af'ter a resolution to accopt 

25 lbl<l •• C>3 . 

T~llneasee as a full- fledp:ed state of the Union had been 1'0'" 

j~ot,ed . Williams . one of tht,· Radicals , "moved tho t the 

Whole subject of Tennessee be referred to a select cOIlDlttee 
,! 

qf three mombers t to be appointed by the Cl1all.'lllan. and with 
I 

" t~\stxuct!Olla to report thereon to the Joint CoJ.1lIUi ttee at the 
I " . 

( 4ext meeting. u26 fE.oesrs . F.essenden (Chalrtr.an) . Howard. Wil ... 

... ~.:;: 
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26 Ibid". 67. 

11ams. s tevens. Washburne, Morrill. Conkling, and Boutwell, 

the eight Radicals voted ye'a and Messrs . Grimes, Hartis. 

JObnson. Grider, Bingham. Blow, and Roger~ , the seven moder­

ates, voted nay.2? Three Radicals were appo1nted on the new 

27 Kendrick. l~C. clt. 

sub-oommittee ...... Williams. Oonklln.fh and Boutwell. aS The 

26 Kendr1ck,. ~. cU. 

conseque~t substitute re"olutlon whiCh these t hree men pre­

sented was too much for Johnson and the conservat1ves to 

swallow and it. no doubt . influenced t he Pres1dent t s vetoing 

ot the Freedmen-s Bureau Bill. 

,/ 

stevens accompU.shed well his purpose ot alienat1ng Con­

gress and the President. TyPlcol of t he WlscrupUlous poll .... 

tical Baa8clty of stevens was hlsaction.of February 20 . on 

that day he told 'Congress that the COmmittee of l!'ltteen had 

almost granted full state l"lghts to Tenne88ee. but that John­

son.s veto of t he Freedmen's Bureau Btll had prev'ented them 

trom grallt lng her 'admiss1on. As might be expected; Johnson, 

acoordlng to the Radioals, \'18S the one who was kee:plng T&!U1es­

see out ot the Union. 

Seem1ngly angered by Stevens' disgl"aoetul speeCh in the 

House on Marcb 10 ,, 29 Johnson vetoed t he Civ11 Rlghts au.). . 

~ .-;, ~ , : 
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29 Oongressional Globe f 1st Session. 39th Congress, 1307-1310; 

Stevens and the Rad10als had not forgotten that Johnson's ve­

to of the Freedmen's Bureau B1ll had been sustained by the 

Senate . They were determined to secure a majority in that 

body at any cost. By strict party oooperation they were un­

able to unseat Senator stookton ot Ne. Jersey whose election 

had been unquestioned until his removal was necessary to tur­

ther the Radtcel cause. By ooerc1ng Senator Morr1ll of Maine 

to break his palr with the absent, sick Wrl ght of New Jersey 

and by refusing to delay the voting one day unt11 Wright could 

be carried into the Senate ohamber on a stretoher to vote. 

the Radl0,als succeeded in unseating Stockton. 30 And then. 

30 ~., 156~1573. li89-1602. 1635-1648, 1666-1679. 

with this same majority they were able to override Johnsonte 

veto of the Civil R1ghts Btll. The breaoh between Johnson 

and Oongress was now oomplet~. 

Attar several months ot discussion among the members of 

the Committee of Fifteen and atter the Radical "education" 

prooess had done 1ts work , the Committee.as resdy to present 

its suggestions to Congress" The eight hundred page report 

oontalnedan overWhelming amount ot prejudiced and deliberate ... 

ly one ... sided information n1eh would demonstrate the necessity 

ot carrying out a more radteal plan ot reconstruotion. The 

test1mony taken by the Comm1ttee was chosen oarefully and in 

sufficient amounts to just1fy the Radicals' ideas ot recons'" 

~ .:~ 
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truot1on as embodied 1n the Fourteenth AD16ndment . A study 

ot the testimony and of the people who sove it p~oves that , 
/ 

the report was never meant to be an aocurate acoount.3l 

51 1\on41'10k, M . 01 tit. 2.64-291. A perusal ot the Report 
or Kendrick's book will demonstrate t he acouracy at the 
above-statod conclusions . 

The opposition to Johnson's pOlloy was not as universal 

as the Radtoals attempted: to make people belleve. The lead ... 

tng Union generalS all favored leniency end t he oommon people 

were advooates ot a 11beral POliCy,52 

32 Ulysses S. Grant, Personal Memoirs, 510-511 . ------ "-~-------~ 

The Radicels never ceased c,onvertlng ConseM'at1iTes to 

the Radioal caus~ . ny of th aerates joined tho ranks 

of Johnson's opponents through fear ot the possible retall­

ations 1f they would refuse to come along. ' All were tamili­

ar With the high ... hsnded, ruthless methods of stevens. sumner. 

and their :tollowers and rather than tace political auiclde 

numerous moderates aocepted the polloy of tho Redl culs. 

The Radioals at this late date -- June, 1866 -- could 

see no sense 1n 8. oomprvmls ith Johnoon. They were deter-

mlned to enact into law."tnelp plan of reconstruction. And 

now began their ucampa1gn of hyst.erla'~ tor the congres::.lonal 

election or 1866. By mea.ns ot mu.ok"i"n,k:1ng , m1erepresentatlon . 

and grose exaggerat10n the Radioals were able to gain oomplet 

control of Oongress. to ignore t he President completely, and 

.. :: 



to inoorporate their plan of l'eoonstruotlon into the laws 

of the land, 

70. 

I 
And yet. it 1s the wr1ter's oonclusion after studying 

al l the facts impartially t hat the failure of presldent1al 

reo~nstruotion must be attributed not so much to the strength 

and skUl of the Radicals, but to the personal 1 ty and mis­

takes of Andrew Johnson and to the weakness of tbe moderate 

Republican fIIOvement . 

;,pe,rhapa the biggest reason for the fa11ure of presiden­

t1al reconstruotion and the one seldom advanced 1s the death 

ot Abraham L1nooln. In the evaluation of the contrasting 

personalities ot Linooln and Johnson l1es a dOminant clue 

to the repudiation of preSidential reconstruction by a large 

proportion of th er1can people w110 at the tl1Jle of Lincoln's 

death and even into the first months ot JO~lnsonts adminlstra ... 
'" ., 

tiOD sincerely beHeved that the exeduttve plan of reconstruc­

tion Was the only sensible .• politically ex:ped1ent one. The 

inolusion of a personality study . ls properly the sphere of 
'-. the tralned psychologist. but the hiator.1cal importance of 

Llncolll f s and .rohn~on's personalities as a reaSon tor the re­

jection of presidc{tt1al :reconstruction is too important to 

19nore. It ls' unfair to the .people of the lobnson1an era to 

suppose that the Radioals. 'solely tll~ough their own influeno 

and abilit1es oould have: convinced a majority ot the o1tizen­

~y that the program of Radioal reconstruction was politioally 

sound, "sportsmanlike, and humane. 

rt 1s thiS writer's oonv1ction that had L1nooln 11T~d 
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Radica l reconstruc tion would have f a1led or at best would 

have reached the South in a diluted rox'ZIt. Lincoln was a man! 
.: 

ot tact and qUiet judgment and was eager end able to sense 

publio reaction end prudent enough to al.ter his ldeas to a­

ohieve his purposes . JOhnson. however, from his natural in­

olinat1on toward dOP'JOOt 10, unyielding stubbornness held un­

compromisingly to his beliets and . too often could not see 

Q problem beyond the periphery of hls own conclusions. George 

" Jul1an, though biased 1'1"0111 Rad1cal t alnts. speaks of John­

son as a '"narrow-minded dogmatist and a bulldog :in d:1apos1-

t1o.u. ltho would do anyth1ng 1n his power to thwart the wtshes 

ot his former fr1ends . tt33 And G1deon Welles Who was certain-

33 George W. Julian , £I. 2!! • • 274. 

in a et.rateglc pOSition to oompare the personalities of his 

two ~ohiefsfl s~1d, 

" • ••• there was a kindly suavity on the 
part of Mr. Lincoln which softened and rc­
condled even t hose wit h whom he disagreed; 
but there ves a straightforward and blunt 
sincerIty on the part of Mr. Johnson of 
wh1ch his opponents took advantage, often 
to his inJury. "54 

34 G1deon Welles. "Lincoln and Johnson, " Galaal. 13:521. 

Furthermore. Johnson l a cked the invaluable adVantages ot 

train1ng and expe1'1ence in law whlch Linooln possessed. It 

was1n the rough and tumble of debate in the cQurtroom that 

the pereonal1ty of Lincoln was retined, hIs intellect shar-

.:;. 



pened, and. his political agil.ity developed. JOhnson, Oll 

the other hand. learned to read and write at the tailor's 

bench and fram there immediately proceeded to the ortice 

12. 

ot mayor and on to the leg1slature. Johnson was, more()'V'er., 

not as 8"'s'r6 of the artificial! ties, insincerit1es. and hy ... · 

pocrlsy of urban soc1ety as Linooln. Unlike lohnson. Lin ... 

. coln possessed innate and acqutr~d attributes whioh made 

/ 

him 8 more worthy opponent of ttle Radicals. He could grasp 

the whole of a problem where Johnson grappled with the parts .. 

Lincol.n understood bia powers as a p-olit1cian and used them 

4'U.scre~t11. · To Johnson a pol! t101an was someone to avoid 

and despise . Lincoln was by all odds the better student of 

human nature and character. . He was blessed wi ttl intuition. 

Johnson ' sensed ,noth1ng 'beforehand and. "rUShed in where angela 

tenred to trend . " Lincoln would walk a.round a brick wall 

of opposition to get tbroughi Johnson would attempt to foroe 

his way through wt.th the stubborn tenacity of a rampaging bull . 

The Great EmanCipator was as "'gentle as ·,s dove and as wise as 

a serpent. " Be would have t,ound the weak spots in'the Had1 .... 

oal argumentat10n and would heve exposod t hem with popular 

appruV'al ", JolnlSQ,Q had one tune and he played it on all ooca­

sions. Oonvinced of the moss1anic nature of his mission he 

cont1nua.ll.y ranted about his dev.otion to the OQnsti tution ahd 

his unrelenting determination to rescue it and the country 

trom tile clutches of stevens. Su."l1!ler. Ph1llips and the other 

Radicals , 

There was nothing misguided or insinoere about Johnson's 

.,.-.;.'. 
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mot1ves _ Even the Rad16als had to admit that his mot1ves 

were pure, axoeptin~ ot course stevens and the extremste 

who considered the lmpugning 01' motives as part and paraol 

of a pol1tlelan's argumentative equipmont. But, 1n spite 

of his lofty alms, hiS opportunity and desire to accept the 

challenge ot the Radioals and translate the presidential 

plan of Teooltstruotion into reality tailed largely because 

I 

of his personal 1n.ab;Ulty to approaoh the problems with teet, 

with the dignity of' his otfico, and with an objeotive att1 ... 

tude .. 

One of Johnson's sadde~t shortcomings was his unstUdied 

ab1lity t~ say the right thing at th.e wronG time. His 1.n­

disoretions 01' speech were responsible tor much. of the a'buse 

reined on him and c;>ntrlbuted Substantiolly t.o the negation 

01' his plan. lonnson l'll8y have been corroot in his evalua ... 

tion of Congress , but he gained nothing by ridiculing and 

bait1ng tha t group before the country. On rece1ving the Pro .. 

ceed1ngs ,of the Philadelphia Convention of August 14. John ... , 

son among other thi ngs said: 

"We he Va .1 tnessed. in one depaJ"tment of 
the Government. every endeaV9l' to present 
the restoration of peace" harmony .. and 
union, We have seen hanging upon the verge 
of the GOvernment , as 1t were, 8 body 
called or whidh assumes to be. the Congress 
ot the United states, While in fact it ls 
a Congre$s of only a part of the States. 
We have sean th is Congress pretend to be 
tor the Union. when its every step and 
act tended to perpetrate dlsunion and make 
a disruption ot the states 1nev1tab1e."~5 

35 Edward lIoPherson ., H~storl !?1. R09onatruct1ofl, 127 • 

. . -~".: 
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AS true as .Tohnson-a assumptions might have been, it was 

poor poll tical Wisdom t o question the motives and churaoter / 

of Congress publioly and virtually to brand them traitors. 

On February "I" 1866 a delegation of oolored representatives 

from fifteen states and the Dls,triot ot Columbia called on 

Johnson to discuss t he problem of negro suffrage. This group 

had been called and coaohed by Sumner, stevens. and Wade _ 

They were to tell Johnson exactly whet tbese three Rad1cals 

had instructed them to say. Johnson would not hlde h1s oha ... 

grin at being harangued by negroes and then blan.dly explained 

to them that the war had not been waged t .o abolish slavery. 

He sald , 

"The abo11tion of slavery has oome as an 
inoident to the suppression of a gr.eat re­
bellion .... ,a8 an Incldent J and as an inCident 

e should give it the proper direotion •••• 
The States mustdec1de for themselves on 
the question of the franChise .. "36 

36 Ibid., 52 ... 56 .. 

The Radlc~11s dld not t a ll to eal'l tallze on his poor taste 

and politieal indisoretion. Frederick Douglass, a negro 

orator alld ag1 tator an(1 o.ne 01' tbose pl'esent st tne inter­

'view, was especiallY emb! t tared. And the next evening he 

made a ft grossly ah.l1s1 ve and lneul. t ing"' speeoh 1n Ph11adelph1a. 37 

37 Johns2! .MOO,. 86:9001, Q.uote' in Geol'ge FOrt Milton. The 
!!!. 2!. Hate., . 286 • . 

Johnson was easily led by the enthusiasm ot the moment to 

:;. ', > .: 
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abandon himsel!' entirely to hIs prejudices . On Washington's 

b1rthday~ a day completely inappropriate tor a disoussion of / 

partisan politiost Johnson was part1cularly oereless about 

his remarks. Speaking to the crowd whO' had come t 'o oheer hls 

veto ot the Freedmen's Bureau BU1 . he de.soribed the Jo1nt 

Committee as 8n ft1rre~pons1ble central diractory,tl which had 

usurped "nearly all the powers of Congress. n Without "even 

oonsulting the legislative a~d exeo utive departments of the 

Government." Spurred on by the respons1ve enthusiasm of the 

orowd he resorted to the methods of the stump in Tennessee. 

When someone in the audience asked Johnson to "call t hem ott" 

i.e. the Rad1cals who were perpetuating disunion, Johnson 

answered , "Suppose I should name to you those ot thiS govern­

ment, and as now laboring to destroy themn( the Oonstitution 

and demooratic prlnolples). nl say Thaddeus S'eVens of penn­

sylvania. I say Charles Sumner of Massaohusetts; I say Wen­

dell Pb1llips ot MassaQnusotts.,,~e The day atter saw the 

38 dward MoPherson, .2R" o1J; • • 5e .. 63. 

Radlc~l nelfspapors violent in their attack upon Johnson tor 

hls drunken speeoh and stup1dity in permittIng an excited 

orowd to control him. ven ",el1es. who was a staunch suppor-

tel' ot the President, wrote 1n hls Diary the day atter the 

speeCh! 

til told the Prest dent I "sa sorry h 
had permitted himself to be drawn 1n· 
to answer1ng impertinent questions to 
a promiscuous orowd and that he should 
have given names of those whose oourse 
he dlGapp~oved,"39 

. ", ~ :,:--:;.:. 
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39 Gideon Welles, Djarl. 2:439. / 

What the President bad sai.d was true, but it evidenced poor 

Judgment on his part t o submit it to 'the mob; the Rad1cals 

used it to very good advantage and referred to it 8S just 

another example ot Johnson's u.n1'1taess for t he ottice 01' 1'1'es1-

deney,. 

Linooln's extreme caution stands out in bold relief be-

slde Johnson's tash, lmpuls1vespeech.. After t he t oll 01' 

RiohmOnd ha d been aHnouneed. Lincoln was told tha t "his tel ... 

low oitlzens WOuld that evenln~call to oongratulate htm. " 

Instead ot making a Johnsonian extemporaneous ad<1ress ,. 

"he reques'b.ed their vis! t should be de­
layed that he mIght have time to put 
his thoughts on paper, for he deSired 
that h1s utterenoe on such an oooasion 
shQuld be deliberate and not 11able to 
mlsapprehension. m1srepresentation, m.is­
interpretation, or m1sconstruotion" He,. 
therefore, addressed the people on the 
tollowing evening, 'l'uesdny the 11th, in 
a oareful1y"prepared speech l ",1ntended to 
promote harmony and un1on. "'!V 

40 Gldeon Welles, .2P,. cit •• 13:523. 

Lincoln t S ab1l1 ty to ooueh his l(leas in appropriate, con­

vinoing . end tactful language 1s obvious trom another OOOa­

sion. On Maroh 23 , 1865 Lincoln made a tr1p to the South 

apparently with the express purpose of making certain that 

the Union genorals and th~1r subordlllates woul d not adopt 

vindiotive or retaliating asures against the defeated 

;; . :, ': .. 
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South. That he sU\loeeded admirably is evidenced through 

Welles ' remark concerning the 1tnpress lon Lincoln had made :' 

through his visit. 

"Each of our gonerals Was lmpresse4 w1th 
the humane t generous, and patriotio de­
slgns of t he President. whose earnest, 
deepest wish was peaoe to the people, an 
early restoration of the national union. 
and the reestab11shment of the states and 
paople .in all their orlg1lUll . reserved, 
and undoubted r1~~ts, on terms of equali­
ty and justice." 

41 Loc. olt • .......... -
Johnson was often very quick to state bis op1n10ns and 

did so i.n a nner to mislead thGse with whom he spoke. He 

should have been far more guarded in h1s statements; espe01al11 

upoa his accession to the presldoncy. Bls 8arly remarks 

were so vindictIve that Radicals like Wade and Chandler. theIl}ooo 

selves in favor of v1gorou5 measures; teared th~ Johnson 

might be too severe and ondeavored to assuage his an1mos1ty."2 

, 

4 James G. Bla ina , ,2,i. .2!!., 2; l~l.J 
....... -~--~- .. ~.-- . - -~-.- .-~ --.--~.-•. . -.~ .. . -.~---"------

On another ocoasion after dlscussing reoonstruotion ideas 

w1th Johnson, Sumner remarked ooncerning Johnson, "He aocep­

ted the ideas completely and indeed went so tar 8S to say 

that -there 1s no d1fferenoe between us •• n43 

43 Edward L. Pierce 
4:242. 

,emcirs ~ 1!tters 2! Charles sumner, 



10. 

Johnson, furthermore. was too haoty in giving verbal 

pproval to plann ot: pol. 1 t1cally quea~1on6ble Oharaoters. I 

11e8 said ooncerning 8ur:-.nor't;; stuteLnl1nt to b1fl1y 

-'. 

4 GldeOA WelloBa _ ~. ott., 13:666. 

One of tho ~reatGst politiool tumblos whioh did lrre-

paroblo harm to Johnson ancl Illa onuse 

nround tile oirole." It was bact11y ond 

ing 

GO uetely plEl.llJ'1(' 

nd disastrously oxeouted. It hega uGn101ously, but be-
, 

tore it woo halt-oompleted it had as~umoo the~proportlons 
, 

of A ludicrous oirous. Jonnoon had wr1tthn one oarofulJ.,y 

prQparod s.vocch Whioh ho 1ntendecl to repeat at every stop. 

He should hove realized that the leuding newspapers ot ttl 

oountry wo'"l).d cerry his speeoh tho :first t1 he va it. 

urther, he should, havR been convinced without too much strain 

on biB memory that hi8 abl11tlca 8S nn extemporaneous apeoker 

were oompletely lnQdequat And yot. he ventured forth with 

that one speech t o do bottle with th u diabolically prepared 

Rod1cala. His tr1p would have boon 8 rousing PUOCOSG hod he 

at evory Atop stopped torward . WOVGd to the crowd, an.d retired. 

nut he had to speak. And on each successive occos1on the 
J 

flood ot his own" solt-inflicted r1d1cul~ and abuse rnowltod in 

~ ~ .;: .. '~.: . . 
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intensity. Instead of making an appearance , he made e. spec-

tacla. 
l 

Shortly after the Philadelphia Convention, Johnson used 

tbe dedioation servioes of a monument erected to the memory 

of Stephen A. Douglas as the excuse tor his "sWing around the 

circle . " The route was designed to take Johnson through the 

doubtfUl states. Unfortunately. there was no doubt atter he 

pasaed through each state. The party lett Washington August 

2B and went by way 01" Philadelphia , New York. up the Hudson 

to AlbanY, .Rochester , Loclq)Ort , Niagara, Buftalo, Erie, Cleve­

land, Toledo . Detro1t. Ann Arbor. Kalamazoo to Chicago . On 

their return they passed throur~ Springf1eld . St . Louis . Terre 

Haute , Ind1anapolls, Loulsv11l . C1n.c1.ntlat1 . Columbus. P1tts­

b~n, YOrk , Baltimore, and arrived 1n Washington the m1ddle 

01.' September. 

For poor taste, monotony of argument, i11~ohosen wordS, and 

di.egraeetul decorum, Johnson ts speeches and conduot registered 

an all- time executive low. On WednesdQ', August 29 , in Phila-

delphia Johnson expounded, 

"1 will repeat, and I thank God I have the 
power to repeat it, What I have ealdelee­
where before that the August Convention 

hloh met in philadelphia; in the midst ot 
enen1es and those Who are opposed to the 
restoration of the Union of these state 
was to me 8 cheering indication tha t we 
should come out right in the and, •• It ~'he Re­
bellion has been oompletely crushed in the 
So~th. I 1ntend now to tight the anemia 
ot the Union in the North . God belng willing; 
and w1th your help I intend to fight out the 
battle with Northern traitors . ",45 

.. :;. 
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45 U. Y. Trlbur.e. August 31, 1066. / 

j 

Instead of satisfying himself th a masterly defense of hiB 

own poU.o1es. he foolishly aSked for Radical abuse and got 

1 t. The ed1 torisl comment on Johnson f B speech tollows: 

.tWe ,v111 not here repel theBe atroe1ous 
calumn1es. No tit reply would be oom-
patible with the respeot due to the office 
Wllloh, through a great cl'lme, has desOended 
to Androw Johnson. We simply 8sk eve17 
thoughtful citizen to judge how such lan-
guage tal11ng bebi tually trom the mouth ot 
the President can be reconoiled With the 
demand that Republioan functionaries should 
honor and feast him as the ruler and chief 
of the Amer1can People. n46 

46 Loo. , clt. -
In poking tun at Johnson tor making allusIons to God in his 

PhIladelphia speeoh the New York 'l'rfbune ,said editorially, 

«rotan a Ii1an outside of a preyer meeting 
prominououGly t11ngn about the sacred 
name, he is usually put into the cate-
gory of profane Gwearel"s • ••• It we were to 
Judge him by )11s speeohes. the President 
exists 1n a condition of ohron1c explosion • 
•••• Hence the Deistical pleonasms and ex­
plet1ves above oited. You can have the 
s ame in Fulton Market any fine morning 
When you teel bold enough to tell some 
sprightly young 'butcher tb.at his meat haa 
advanoed to an odorou3 stage of antlqu1ty_"47 . 

47 Lbi~ •• Sept~.lmber 5, 1866. 

At, Oleveland Johnson was face t o tiice1f1tb. the 28d1081 

dragon. The recept10n oomm1ttee was l8rgely Radical , tne 
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oity itself WtlS a stronghold of Radica11sm. the city CouncU. 

sitt1ng on the platform with him was Rad10al two to one, a ,/ 

Radlcal introduced h1m. and yet Johnson threw oaution to the 

winds and began a bitter po11tIcal harangue. He denounoed 

ende)'l P.hlll1:ps and Thaddeus Stevens bY' nam.e o.s tral tora and 

encouraged th& mob to hang them as tra1tors. 48 Johnson's com-

48 Ib1d •• September 1, 1866. -
plete lack ot poll t 10al diplomacy and 1)1s lntroduot 10n ot pe.r­

eonalltles was unforgivable •. But what rUd mOl'e to vitiate 

any constructive arguments<he might have made was hIs. constant 

susoept1bl11 toy to respond to the hooklers Who had 'been -'planted" 

by the Radioals . At Cleveland someone ln the orowd taunted 

I'ttra1tor." John90n responded on Schedule.. ttl wish I could 

see that man. 1 would bet you now that 1t these lights tell 

on your face, cowardice and treachery would be seen in 1t .'t 

Then be challenged the beokler with "Come out where I OBn see 

youJ" and "ShoW yourself." When the ruf:flannaturally falled 

to appear. Johnson continued, "But the taotious, dom!noer1ng, 
I 

and tyrannical party in Coneress has undertaken to polson the 

minds of the people against me."49 The Radical press spared 

4~ I 1 " b1d,,, September ) 1866. -
no abuse in exploiting Johnson's pOI1ttesl stup1d1ty. wrote 

the Oleveland Leader: 

"Under the provocations whien our peopl 

":" .. :' 
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endured, un4er the insults wh1ch they 
reoeived. we are pleased to know that 
they were so forbearing. Had a loyal 
man gone to New Orleans' and addressed 
the President's Rebel friends in that 
city in terms one~Qplr as violent as 
those used by Mr. ibhnson Monday night 
we know from sad precedents that he 
would have been murdered before h~ 
eould have ooncluded his speeon .. tt50 

60 Cleveland, Leadea;. QUQted in N. Y. 1r1bune, September 'If 
lS66~ . 

And the New York Tribune added this condemnation: 

"Never before did a PresIdent, of the United 
states so completely forget his otat1on 
as Mr. Johnson hns done in bandying words 
and arguments with a noisy assembly. It 
1s unnecessary to examine tho Cleveland 
harangue; it is e~ough that the public 
should read 1t .. .,51 . . 

51 N. Y. Tribune . September 8, 1866. 
'I ! I' 

Johnson oould herdly expect Congress to cooperate with 

him atter his Detroit speeoh in whiph he axposed them tor 

their"salary grab,," Referring to the tact that his own S8-

lary bad not been ra1ae4 he sald,. 

"But let me tell you what Congress has 
done~ They Changed their pay since they 
o a me' into power. Yes,' this Congress that 
has assailed and att«oked - ... yes. thls 
immaculate, this pure, th1s people lov-
1ngCongre's6 fInds 1 t oonvenient while 
they had the Chanoe, wh1le they Were 1n . 
power . to increase 'their pay nearly double. fto2 

, . 

52 N. Y. Herelq. September 5; l866. 

l 
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e1n at Detroit Johnson could not refrain from answering a 

callor 1n tho croU'd. 

ff I 8m not afraid to talk to the ilJlleri, ... 
can people and ell, the little fellows 
they put into crowds to callout catch 

rds with a view to creat'1ng disrespect. 
I care l10t tor them... The whole kennel 
has been turned loose upon me long since 
... -their little dog Tray and Blanche and 
Great Heart-- all ha~e been let laos 
yelping at my heels tor the last eIght 
months.. The whole pack of slanderers 
and calumn1nators had hetter get out ot 
-cry way. ,,:>3 ' 

53 Loa. c1t • .......... -

.( 

Johnson descended to the lowest level of poor taste in 

St. Louis where he jolted the religious sensibIlities ot h18 

' audience by comparing Thaddeus Stevens, Oharles SWllner" and 

,Wendell Phillips with Christ. He sald: 

"It I have 1'181ed the ~udas. v.ho has 
been my Ohrist that I have played Judas 
wi th? \las it Thad stevf')ns? \las l.t 
Charles SUl!;Uler? Wsa 1. t flendell PhIl­
lips? Are these the men that s top and 
oompare themselves to the Savtor?"54 

54 NatlonalIntel11gencer, September 10. 1866. 

Character1stically. and representative of the' entire Ba~Ueal 

press, the New York ~J;'1bupe oapltallzed on Johnson",B UJltor­

tunate impropriety. It commented editorially: 

u\fe had thought the president had eX­
hausted his power to offend a notional 
sense ot decency. This was 8 mistake. 
In hie speech at st . Lou1s he passed 
trom yulgar1ty to blasphemy .1th a bold­
ness lfh1ab. 18 almost appalling. In what 

;:.::~" .::; .... 



he said of Judas !Boariot and of the 
Savior. Andrew Johuson haB more than 
disgusted every Christian in the land. 
He has dragged that which 1s dearest 
to our hearts into the dirt o~ po11-
tics nnd his out~~£~ous defense ot the 
massacre at New Orleans.,,55 

55 N., Y. Tr1bu.n~ ,J' September 10. 1866. 

84 .. 
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The extreme hostility of tho Rad1euls tmvard J'o1maon as 

a result ot his denunciations ot Congress and the ieadlng 

Radiaals was evident from a note which appeared in the Nat ion­

al IntelligenceI'. dated September 12. It read: 

"The City CouncIl today, by a. vote ot 
1&-6, refused to tender Pres1d~nt John. 
Bon and party any hospitality from the 
city on the ocoas1on of their vIsit n~xt 
Wednesday. DOt> 

56 National Intelligeneer,. September 12, laM. 

Thaddeus stevens eould not p~ss up the opportunity to 

return an. It eye for an eye and a tooth tor a tooth." tor all 

the, .calumnies Johnson had heaped upon his bald head during 

the It swing around the circle." With oharacteristic saroas 

Stevens retaliated. Referring to the adv1ce of his physician 

that he do no reeding .. he remarked to the people of Lanoaster 

that as a result he indUlged only in "frivolous re~d1 ~~.~ 

He expanded his ideas: 

"I have taken up the dailies and pub­
lications of that kind" and read tbi ngs 
which would make no 1mpress1on upon the 
mind. For instanoe. there was a serial 
account from day to day ot a very :remar­
kable circus that travelled through the 

.. ';.; ' ........ 



ount:ry fror.:. i~fish1 ngton to Chlcl;igo, 
and St. LouIs and Louisville back to 
;'Bshington ... ~ • I expeoted great wl t from 

the celobrated character of its olowns . 
They wre:t'e well provided with clowns. 
instead ot one there were two. 68 th 
circus wss to huvc a bree cirCtllat10n 
•••• He (Johnson) had been 8 t611or. I 
think. he did not 8~1 drunken ta11or •• ~. 
he had been in the legislature. (".10 

help that Legialaturel fl57 

0'1 ll. Y. n~~lJi, September 29 1 1.8($6 • 

. ulleetu con.clusion attar Johnson'a d1sappo1ntlng conduct 

J;; • 

I 

as apropos and laconic. 110 remarked. rc~ttully,"Tbe presi­

dent shoUld not be astuml) soeaker. nOS 

68 Gldeon Welles, OR. S!l •• 2CQ9~. 

The "mr1.ng around tho c1roletl exposed another ot Johl1-

eakuesses whioh unquostionably h1s oause. 

Tho President sutfered from a4 .J.::il'HrHted perse-cut1on c 

pl.x. n. could f.l.ot retrain frolQ telling h1s audionces ho 

111 .. tl'ented andunappl'ectated he 1mB. iii l'k 'ore too 

of ton 8 personal dato.nr$C rattler tlilln a defense ot bis 1deBo. 

Heel Johnson rIsen aoove pr1do ru}d onal reuentment over 

opposition end ~p1tlcisM~ an d he interpreted th.e eb of 

tho Reclicals a,s an ettack on his theories rather t.han as per­

onal slander, ane! ha.d he but remained silent under tela 

cnorges and continued thiS 1dens in an objeot! 

manner, he m1ght havo 3ustained hiG In~ur1es with dignIty and 

attained the success he sought. However, ho apparently dld 

. .:~., ": :-. 
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not have ttll 11t1oa1 otature to put solt 8s1de for tll' 

aohievement otharmony • the President he could hav ... 

.l£1110d weh ot the personal slander lhCrelr by 19nar1~ 1 t 

and remain.Ing with the 1uaues~ But he allowed hiu.selE" to 

be drawn trom hIs real aims to a petty ~nd personal deranae 

ot b.iln6elt and a still more personal and unbeoom.1ng attaok 

upon the charaoters and l'crst)l'lf1l1tles ot those who .in tnl 

. orly POl't of his tenure merely constituted e vociferous but 

harmless minor! ty.:>t 

59 Oompere the 01 tation listed under footnote 53 88 e typ1-
oal exauple ot Johns~ntG oompl$te aubJeotivit7. 

One of t ,Qst sign1tica.nt faotors oontributing to . the 

de teat ot the presidential reconstruction tras the influenc 

ot tbe powerful Rndlosl pross. The offect ot t he Radioal 

preas will be dIscussed in lUO)tO detail later. liowever. it 

18 almost 1ncollcel'fablc that Johnson cUd little to- 1ntluenc 

the 1~ad1ns 

tbe trsII:ed1 

tors of newspapers ar~ periodicals. one of 

of h1 n stile teot 

tba' most ot the reporteJ"S .ho accomponled him "presentec1 

"be Radicsl oatt II 4ihel1" aocounts. no atter how colored 01" 

talse, were aocepted 88 gospel trutb Just beoause they c 

/ 

trom wr1ters on the soene of action. There 1s no eVidence, 

to the wr1ter's knowledge, that Johnson made ansr sign1ficant 

attempts to galn their support . Johnson. furthermore, tailed 

to realize tho 'Oowertul influence of the leB~Ung popular-

Gale.Xlt Independent,Ne.tlon, and the Nortb American Revie ... 

. ~'~ ...•. 
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veryoneor theso pel'io.A106la was unfriendly to Johnson. 

Persi8tent et'1"orta should have been made by Johnson to saln i 

the friendship or the edit~r6 ot thos0 periuu1cnls to u 

s tor presidential roconstruction pr()pa~Altda 

or at 1 as t'lelds tor an impartial p tat10n of both 

pros and oons of prosidentiol roconstruotion. 

~hG "owlng around tho c1rol.e1t not only exp.;)sed the 1a­

tellectual and omotional immaturity ot Johnson, but proved 

quite oonclus1ve17 that he possossed p~ctlcally non~ of tbl 

qualifioat1ons 0 praotioal poll1.1oal tactician. He to1led 

~o reooga1z8 ond exploit tho obvious &oonomlo evils ot tb 

Radioals. Had he. tor oxomple, In conneotion w1th his denun­

ciation ,ot thG "solory grab" in his ,speeoh at DetX'.;)1t tol' 

his hearers that Congress had voted ~4..0OC .OO cxtl·a 'Da'V t"or 

. its 1i1ng to make 8111' DroviDion for ttl y-

nt ot bounties to the $01d1ers or the impover1shed south, 

h$ li4Bllt h, ueceeded in d1screa1t1ng the Bad1calcausv. 

Or h t have alluded to ~nQ report ot the Revonue Co~s-

a10, geated ru41cal ObanRtlS ::Ln the tax atructur 

to relieve the burden th • It had sugs6sted 

taxing l .th and luxuries and t'l:'eeing the n' 1t1es 0 

lite from the burden ot taxation, and hael l"eoommcndc4 c1.11 

~rv1ce retor.m.60 Congress went through the motions ot 80ce 

xx. DOCS., 
doc. no. S4. 

lintt the report, but then proceeded to ignore all of th 

.. / . 
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.suggested imp!'overlent~. lien the bill '~au pC:t~$ed i'" was un-

reoogllb.able toi;ile members of the Revenue Commission.. 1ft .­

its final form the tax ravored the lilanufactux·cj,'s .. but t'a:Uad 

to r elieve the tax IDad of ·t.he uomroon man. Had Johnson ex­

posed Congress as inimleal to the interests of the common 

man ~s evidellced by thell:' rejeetlon of the l'(JcoIUluendatiQIl$ 

ot the Bevflllue Cor1miss1on, he could have won the .hearts of 

u large segroont of th~ electorute. 

Johnson bod always been opposed to the protect1v~ tariff. 

His b~ckgronnd a~d tra inin~ had de h1m an a dvoce.te dl tree 

trade. Had he had the political foresight to place the tarU't 

issue squarely before the country alld particularly baro 

the Wast .• he might !lave used it as a wed'ga to split the Radi­

cals and eventually to defeat them completely. But his fana­

tical. defense of the C.onstltution blinded h1= iQthe possible 

utiltzstion of any other arguments. 

Job.nso 11 , furthermore. · had l:J.o:~e:- than enough. pl-oof to ex-

pose the oorruption and wasting of publ i c funds by the Radi­

e&lo.. Had he challenged them as 1nim1aal to the inte.rests 

of the average taxpayer he might have gained an eftect1v 

aring with a large proportion of the e1'1oan peoplQ. 

Beale. referring to thepQlitical posslbilit1&s of tll 

President.'s "sWillg around the aJ.:rcle it oakes tills significant 

c.omment= 

"Had Jolmson based his policy on soo .... 
nomic issues, he mignt hav~ stIrred 
the Northwest to its depths • ••• ln 18&6. 
the old frontier 1nd1v1dualism was 
gi "ling way to a n6\. t~otor .. - the need 

~". :;: 



o't government aid and Bovcrn!!.tcnt in ... 
terference. Many new ettterprl ooG had 

9. 

prung up durIl1G the Clvll WOl\' in the i 
older portIons ot tho Northwest •••• 
whieh were looking to the government 
tor protection through tariff or acts 

t. bounty ...... In addItion, people of 
the Northwest were too constantly m1~ 
ratIng to have any stute pride, ond 

new factor8 were turning from indiv1-
dualists into supporters ot 8 strong 
centrel government. '1':> tall to sense 
thiS. and thus to miss his opportunity 
on other issues on bia t'lestem trip., 61 

rhops Johiloonfs met fatal orror." 

41 Beale, .£n'" Sll. , 223 ... 22":1: • 

.A. . further proof that Johnson. more ths.n the Radion1 oJ) 

s1tlon W8:.lI responslbl& tor the 1"al1ure of pres1dentlal reo­

oonstruction was the Stanton fl0800. Lincoln was cognizant 

ot Stantonts tendencles toward dupl101ty, arroganoe, and 

his 4esire tor pOlitioal power. Yet Lincoln Chose h1m tor 

8 cabinet post beoause ot h1s oapnbl11tlos and because the 

rtn-eel ])l'&8ident poosoaeed the capacity to bonef1 t fro 

Stanton's abilities w1thout being 'injured by bis faults . 

3ohnson. however. laoke4 co~letel~ the genius of Lincoln 

1u obta1ning the strength of his sosoel lI1thout per-

1ttlng their evil proolivltles ,tl'om infeoting him or hi 

work. 

stanton should have been honorable enough to resign 

when he believed Johnoon's attitude and 8otlo.na lncompatll>le 

with his own. But he stayed on. And it wan tll10 refusel 

ot stanton to res.lgn which a1ded the 10als tremendous17 

1n the triumphe of the oongressional election ot 1866. R 

; ' :~ .. :'" 
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supplied Johnson's ertemlea with all the 'information he 

thOught'f'lOuld aid. their caUDe. X11 tact, tho Radicala ex­

pressly 1nstruoted Stanton not to resign. In n letter to 

Stantou on September 5. 1866 Bingham \7rotat ~The people 

rely on you ulone or the Adninistr~tion to stend by the: 

in the contest for th .. endlI,ent."t)i::, And s t nnton did not 

6~ Stanton ~., LU, 'Noted in Ib!d •• 10:3. 

dloappo1nt ttl '. He had taken 1t uoon b elt to appoInt 

the Pres14eat'. ~rl1nte secretarIes. "In this way 8 conft-

tont esp10nAtt8 G 1nta1n~d on 011 thet tranopired at the 

t'h1te ROUS4h,,63 Furthermore, the only telogre'Db line 8'\"811-

63 Gideon lIes, .2R,- 01,1;., . 
• 4 • 

ble to the White House was under the oon~rol ot the War 

DepnrtttCnt. Thus it waD an easy mn~tor tor stanton to CGA-

or all moaoagesr 1ved and <llepatcheCi by JoblUJon. Th 

Secretary of 'War even wi tbhel(11nformntion which the prest­

dent should h&ve had. In the 'famous trial or tho Lincoln 

assass1ns • Surratt" was conde!l!I1ed t o deotll.. She ml£ht 

have boon sovod had not Stn~ton mallei 11 kept boCk thl 

iii tory court' B pioe. tor leniency from the papere of th 

trial whioh Johnson rev1 before pronouncing sontane • • 

J'otlnson Was J as result ot th to apparent d1srogeX'd ot th 

court's reeowmendet1on tor clemency, orten 8tt~ekcd 08 the 

DlUl'dcl"er or Ut'13. $urrntt.. 1J:h1a 'lYHe just another of tbe many 

. :~.:'. 
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rimee the diabolically oonniving Radicals wore sbl 

ley at the teet of Andrew Johnson. 

to 

91 . 

elles recurds cnother examnla at St anton's deceitfUl-

ness and hypoorisy_ When the President and Cabinet were 

f'oroof! to reject Sher!:lan's termS to General Johnston, John­

sOn sent Grant to take care .of the situation. ~'h!) matter 

waa oupposod to have been confined to the cabinet t1.8otlng. 

On the very day Sumner knott all. Says Wellea: ~ he 

(Sumner) oame direct from t no Wer Departnent. r .os satis­

tied that stanton, as usual , enOl' enjoining strict secrecY' 

upon others, was himself aommun1cat1~ the tects in conti-

donee to certain rties." ellos goes on to 801: "Sunday 

morn1ng, the papera contained the whole story ot Sherman t 

treaty and our procoedings,. nth udd1t 1ona. under Stanton"s 

ignaturo ... . somoot stanton' atter was not, part10ularly 

cOmQ8ndable. jud1cious, or correct. fl54 

4 Ibid., - :2 • 

Johnson might have been 

and slander which followed t 

red the torrents of ubu 

ew Orlon :dot had St 4nton 

not. intentionally Withheld 8 taleg to Johnson whtch , 1 

Johnson had It. would in all probab1lity have averted 

the riot . General Baird sent the tolegram two days betore 

tho outbreak; lOMSOJ1 got it 6 day aftor the r10t . G5 Had 

Go Howard It. Benle , .2ll" cit., 105., 

.. :;. 
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Johneon re.o;.oved Stnnton at tho first proof' v:f }11s dupll .... 

city, he would have destroyod one ot the nad1aala t at 

pO\1orfUl. 1'ilO3nS ot eli seredi t 1ng 111 nd h13 plan .. hen the 

President tinally dtd decide to eU. to tho secretarY of 

er , tbo damage had been done . 

Before the Philadelphia Convention \i'elles forced stan­

on to commit himself on the PhiladelphIA Convention. stan­

ton tr1ed to evade the point J but v.-ns fillully tQl.'oed to sny, 

"1 a t'u~nlnet 1 ."06 el108 then wal~ed Johnson several 

66 ldeon Welles, .2n~ ill-, 2;07.:.',. 

hours later 

along in thi 

n he insistod, "li'h1n 10 'Wrong; \l unnot ~et 

y.n "NO, ~ "1t will b 

I 

p.rettydiftieult.uG'l liut Johnson l'etut3oo to take '1 act ton. 

6' l!l!!l., 2:574 .. 

Seward was well uwtire or Stautonts duplici ty and brought 1 

betore the PresldOnt in a subtle Illallner. Be naked. him it 

her~ waG any truth to t tory thvt stanton 1ntended to 

resign.. J'ohl18c:>n clair:.ed there othi to the rumor and 

t hat ffwe m1cpt as 11 keep hil!!' on for the present w1tbont 

ny tuse. ne8 s tanton n .had the eudacl ty to bltu~e Joh 

sa Ibld. ,. 2:402;403. 

son dlrectly tor Orleans r1ot, telling Sumner that 

.. ... ,; . . 
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"Johnson wa.u ita uuthor . u69 

9 "",dward L .. Fierce, £.U • .£!l ... 4:298 • 

. t the conel us10n ot the Phl1edel'nh1a Convention, tbe 

three new cabinet members c beck end told Johnson, "It 

as the atrona and empha~1c volea ot the Conv8lltlon" that 

Stanton shoUld leave the Cab1net.'70 And tbe Clevelanu 00. 

'10 Gideon Well.es, £.n. c1 t. 

vention or Ui110n soldler 

letter to hi 

oontinued to vacollete. 

:f>81. 

g JohnBonts plen sont 

s tanton. But Johnson 

St1ll another exa~ple ot stanton's unfaithfulness was 

the xaanuerln which the offic181 4dvert181n~ of the War D 

psrtment s presented to Radioe 1 ne .. apapers tree ot' chari • 
unfortunately, 4hletlY t~ those mos~ abusive 1n their cast!­

gatton of Johnson end his po1101eQ. 

J'Ohn.8ont's dol(i1 in removing Stunt on \'laS patent evidenc· 

o! his po11tical stup1dity_ Tho Stlocess of his 'Dolio 

impo~tent than Stanton ' 

The pr.eslden~ sbould never haTe 

ton tor the good of the count;".)'. 

l:)Q or J;'ersonal 

1teted to eacrlrice S 

1 onl,. 1ncrease 

tbe calumny or the Radicals and undermined the confidence ot 

tbe tIloderatf) Hopub11cans. Whenlohnsonhe.si teted to remov 

stanton 1n spite 0 11 the proof he ~o or hIe dupl1-

c1ty. the osjdent's .anomies ftSve wleespreed elrculct10n 

:~ .. :" . 
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to the s·~o .. y thet Johnson 'tas afraid to remove Stunton bA ... 

cause he llud "proof" of Johnson"s eompliclty in the murder / 

of L1ncvln." nil the humil.iating 1'enu.re of Ott1c:e Act was 

tor tho lZiOst part, ot Jo.bnsonfs v.m mnk1ng. George ~1>rt 

ltO.ll pointedly :ratlkea the just ifiable. 3saert:ton, "Tbe prosl ... 

dent had o:nple knowledge fit tllis treachery, yet he permUted 

stonton to remain. Ono CHumdt but teel 1n Andrew Johnson's 

C&l'oer that his tatal rroorastinat1on was rosponotblc for much 

ot the sorrow he had to endure,,·,'ll 

----~--------~~~ ... ------.. -----' -.-.~--~--~--~--~~------~-----~~-~--~--

'11 George j'oJ"t Mil tOll , .2,2. o:1t .. , 21th 

stanton was not the only "thorn in the flesh" to .TohnsoJl. 

Other members of h1s Oabinet had. to bowatched. Postm,",ster­

General WIlliam Dennison, Attorney ... Oenero l James Speed, and 

Secretary ot the Interior James Harl,an were t no doubt ~ also 

unsY1tlpet.llet10 toward John.sonts policies . Sp-eed. and Dennison 

both favored nearo 6uffrage. 72 Harlan was als~ known to have 

92 GIdeon Wel~ea. ~. cit •• 2:301. 

advocated the negro franch13&. All three ot these mon 

able to rOlllUin in the Cebinet onl.y until the Philadelphia Con­

vent10n 1'Il:l~n it waf) 1mpoea1ble tor t hen to conoesl their 0 

pasl tlon to J'olulfJon. Instead 01' reorgan121ng his Cabinet juot 

ss soon us he realized that a~m,o members opposed.h1s polic1es , 
I 

Johnson wa1 ted until tbe resicmatlon of' Dennison , Speed , and 

lierlan u.ade it A -p:pe~~r to tho put-li0 tha t JohnS-olt und hie po-

, '", ~ .. 
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11c1e8 were too unbearable. But ~hat was more unfortunate 

wes tho taot tbat when Johnson finally began. to remove trow. j 

off1co thoS8 Who oppoSed. .him he lost the support of mal11 con.­

servative Republicans. Typical wes the opinIon at John Sher­

man, "Turning out sood o&n merely because they a4h8re~ to 

their party conviotions 1s simply an unudt1ga~ed outrogo . fl73 

Th18 fatally tardy application ot the spoils system was a­

nother exa~le !'1f JoNison's anemic polltloal sagao1ty. Had 

he had the adm1nistratl'Ye foresight at 0 ' eN bosu ho would 

haYo exhau.sted his appointive poworalio plaoe into off10e only 

those who , tayored his pOlloie8. Instead. he un-.r1ttlngl.y per­

pe.~ueted a vicious fIfth colwnn ot Radicals Who 6uceoas:t'ully 

ccomp118hed trOIn .1 thin .hat bis opponentatailed to sohie., 

trom without . 

Although Stanton was responsible for the New Orleans riot, 

Johnson eould have diluted the lTcnOll1. it engendered agu 1nst 

him had he acted jUdic10usly upon hear1ng tho storl ot th 

tfalr. But. he ct)om1tted two tactical blunders Whioh plaoed 

the bl tor the saoro squarely on his shoulders and in-

Or&88e4 SUbstantiallY themembershlp otthe opposl tlon. Thl 

outburst calle4 for an 1mmediate InTest1gutlon. triol, and 

prosecutton ot those respell8tbIe, partioularly the actual 

derers. The riot had rece1ved the unpubllclzed blessings ot 

tho cIty authoJ>U1ea and it had been peri>etrated in tlI!HU"t'lnt 

d1er.:w:ard ot eXisttng ta.ws.. No nttenpt was .made to proseout 

. ' .'. ~ ' >.;~" 
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tho aotunl murderers. An angry North oonoluded selfwevident-

1y thut what hod ooourred at lie" Orleans \mS bound to happen I 

t other placeo in the South. Had Johnsontukeu an £lOU. va 

rt. and lnslsted upon the lIrrest nnd convIction ot the actual 

,urderorn 'ould haveebated tho animouity ot tho North. 

1'0 damaging blunder comm1tted by Johnson on 

his "awing around the cirole .. t • In his speech at st . Louis 

whieh "GO dedicated to tho destruotion iJf the thirty-ninth 

Congreso, he lnnocently oOIwttod U orit1oal faux pas by d 

teuding tho rioters. He denounced "the Qeabers of tho con-

'Yant1cn troUors DO had intlrutlod the noe;rOOD to .r1ottle.nd 

threw llthe respoh81b111ty ot the .1101e atta1:r bacl\:: upon Con­

NOS as having originated and fostered the plan to 1:'01'0 

1'0 suttri upon Lou1.s1an'h tl14 

74 ~dW4rd iiOPher&on .. .2ll- .ill. , lZ7. 

Ohsse t s southern tour must bo c1'ted os 11llother ot John­

Bon'e tactical blunders wbioh helped to defeat presidential 

recon8tructlon. sinoe,. ae "es mentJ.ono(\ earlior in the cbs 

tor, ~ne president had 1'0(118111), placod hl., stump ot appro'fal 

on thO. undertaking. Johnson was con:t1dent that Chase would 

bring back impart1al survey. SUQnor Indioates how t3ul~1 

thot assumption was: "The Chiet Justice started yesterday 

on a Visit," wroto Sumner to D.r1gl1t. " •• • • and \11'111 on hi 

touch tho nooessarl' string., 80 tar as he can. I antlc1pet 

.uah trv13 his Journc1. n76 



«J ,. " 

1& 1'~d\V6.rd L. Pierce • .2E" m ., 4:2-12. 

Th- n objective s 

cooll1 nlannGd attemDt to See the 

the truth, but 

eelved condit10 

and toaohle," Rad1Gel nllrposes.e8peel~111 to pave the 1mY 

tor negro 6uftrage. Unfortunatoly. ehos ., blessod with 

tho 601'v10e8 of Whitelaw 11014, Q capable young JOUl"1l8l1,st 

·~O possessed the happy taci1! ty oi'Dl"eSent 1ft~ drab terlals 

tn on interesting, oonvinoing but preJudioedmtUlner. li 

ucooed \U·Pl"1f.dllgly- well in con-vinc1n .any Northerners 

I 

that the negro w ready toJ.' Uwl ot band11M the Tote. 

The inJudioious Chaso made his appeals direotly to th 

negro andsuooeeded in inflamiug them to the pitch 0'[ 1'011810 

tervor .. - At Charleston he ~da n t~1C81 explQs10n to 8 motley 

t ~Ir all tho people teol as I do, yoU ul11 not 

ha'fe to watt long tor equal rlghto a t the ballot box; no 10 

er than it would take to pasa the necessary 10w."76 ~'O .. uloh 

£) Wh itelaw neld .. Af!er th~ \11.11£: !i Southern !22£. 81 .. 86. 

the joatltn6' tlt1nn block herd ep!,ended 6 bolsterouB, co-

n. An unantio1pated 8tt th of ChoBe 's tour wo 

that i 'ave &l!retl t etUDto the effort.s ot th 

Union Langue Clubs ot Hew York and Philadelphia . They haet 

oarried on an i ntens1ve Southern propagnn6a and organlr.atton 

o the negroes. was to encoIJre 

the negro to form and roster politlool nenro olubs uhoso sole 

. , :; ... \ ;.' . 
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obJoct was to obtain an active part in the running of the 

governmental macbinery. ot immediate interest was the pro- j 

curemont of the frenchlso. 

Tho tour and report which did th.e most damago to prest-

4entlal reconstruoti.on and tor whioh again Johnson Vlau direct­

ly responslble was that of Carl Sohurz. JohnSon demonatrated 

a poverty of polltical judg~nt by sending Schurz Couth "to 

8eo tor himself. " Schurz had wrItten JohnsQn of h1s misgi.· 

lngs and disapPOintment with the Nortb Carolina proolamation 

wh10b sold noth1nG ot negro sUff' • Displaying B very ge~ 

erOUB att1tude, but at the 8ame time e. shooking laok of poll .. 

tical intu1tion Johnson sent echurz on en executive mission 

to observe eond1 tiona in the South. ~he subseqUent color 

report haslze tel11ngly how badly Johnson had erred, Tht 

roport ot Schurz"s proved to be a powerful factor in. gainin 

recrui te tor the Radical cause. That Schurz 'Was work1ng hand­

in-glove w1th sumner and Stevens 1s ap~arent trom the tact 

that 8umne~ end Stan~n emphasized 1.1'1 letters to Schurz that 

1t was 1apeJ'Bt1ve he go,.r17 

77 Oerl Schurz. iBceclUH'. conespandenos, ~ Poltttcal pa­
pera. 1:264-0-2' • 

Johnson realized h1 take only after it too latv. 

study ot the report . reveals it to be n' dooumont of fttaot ftW 

neoessary to support and uphold the Radicals ' p1nn Qt recoll. 

truct1on. proof that Sohurz purposely talsified the report 

1s found 1.1'1 It letter Sohurz wrote to h i S wlte trom New Orlean 

,".:;:. . ... ; .. 
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September 2. 1655 tn' whioh hi) ram.arked. "11' ttLe praaldeut 

insists on taking a vrong course" he should 110t be surpriseu / 

tt, l.ater, I take the fiold against hl tb the entire Q~ 

t1llery that ! am now colleoting." fie px-om1scd that, "HI 

will find tho guns rathor henvy. ,,"8 In tact, :much -
76 Ibid •• 1;2'10. -
port was written betorc he ever nent 30uth -79 

79 I b14 •• 1:298,;~7'\t" 

And again. on one oocaBi»D he ul'ote, "I have found ell 
..... ". 

precoDee1 yod opInIons veritted D08~ tully, .no llIOrG than tbat." 

Ibid •• 1:2u8. 

In mak1ng h16 report to the PreSident . Sohurz grouped tbe 

Southerners into tour classes. Aocording to him, not 8 

C188S eould reelly be trusted with tho government. The tirst 

class knew they lost the WOr and "h.onestly endeavor to GOCO: 

odate t elves to the new order at things. Many ot the 

are not tree trom t t10n81 p.reJu<il xplelned that 

thia latter ola 

of ml:iture i&R -
And then he 'adds 

".f~ .. "' .. _ .... "'04. 1n its lUtlJ.;rity, ot pers 
ian t,ers~.1 illol"obantG. and prot'e.os1ona}. men. " 

... rilm1 s.t lc:ally • .. S or th are active 

in the tructlon mo nt" but boldness and anergy a.,-.;i , 

Wi th a few illci1v1dual oxooptions. not ong tho 11' d1stir..gulsh-

ing qualities. " h.e necond group nro ttthese Whose p1"illc1Nl 

.. .,:" ~ . 
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object is to have the $tnte~ w1t~~ut delsy restored to their 

pool t10n t'Uld 1nfluo:1ce in the Union :lnd the people 01' thO i 

States to absolute control ot their heme conoerns. tl Th 

third group are the n Incorrlg1'bles. ~h" still indulJte in tb. 

swagger which was 80 customary belore and during the war, ond 

t1bl hope tor a t1 when the nouthcrn ConfederacY' 11'111 &00 

cb.leve Its independence. " He then adds the warnina that; "thIs 

lemont is bY' no meaN) un1mportant; 1 t 18 strong in numbers, 

dea18 in bravo talk, addresses Itselt dIrectly and inoessant-

ly t~ tne peoslona and prejudices ot th 8ae8. and commands 

the ad.:n1rattQJ1 of the 1Jomen..,ft he t1nal group oonat1 tute "'thl 

ult1tude of people who have no 4etlnlte 1deas about the 01r-­

tanGes under whlch they 11ve and abou\ the OO\~$e they 

have to toilo . .. " He teels that thts olass is composed 1n th 

main ot ·'those .hoae intellects are K, but 

and impulses are strong, und who are apt to be carr1 

those Who know how to ap'Desl to the latter. uSl 

81 Carl Schurz. Ill! Con<Ut1on g! .ll!! ... --_-_~_ .... .....:l. 

Judice 

along by 

fhe conclusion ot Schurz"s ad4resD to the President wos 

xtromely peeeim1stio and purpoooly so. Schurz sold tho" . 

"In po1nt ot Spir1t , " the SouthernerG have not "accommodated 

thellWolves to the results 01' the wur, " and be goes on to paint 

his bluck picture , I·The loyalty of the lIle.s£·es and mo~t of tn 

leaders ot the, Southern peoplo , oO'!-tllsts in submission to 

necessity." Sohurz claimed th6~ ~fh~re is , excopt in 'indl-

vidual lnstano~D' ntire absenoe 01: that national snirlt 

": ... -" 
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which forma the basic of true loy~ltl und patr1otism. 

W 1 th regllrd to th e ala. ve he added. "But although tl:.e freed- / 

:o.an 1s no lOnger c;:llla1dered t he property of the indiv1dual 

tel', he is considel'6d the slave of society. 1'1 and "all 

1r..dependent state leginlutlon wlllsh the tendenoy to 

make him such." AccordIng to Schurz. trouble with too negro 

could be avoided only "by Cantinu the oontrol of the 

national EtOftrIltl,(}nt in the states lately in rebellion untU 

tree labor 1s fully developed and firm! ab11shed . "S2 

82 Ibid., 2 ... -
COMres. requeetedJoMson to send sohurz, t s report to 

thnt b04y tor study.. Tbe President d1d BO. bu",&ent along 

the repor'l or General Qt'ant·8 wur. The prejudiced, exes­

~erated report ot SChurz Dtnnds out in bold radical reliet 

wtUUl compared 1f1 ttl Grant· Iber eat1mateo ot the south. 53 

... --.... -n--. and Papers of the Pt"$sldent • 
... __ .,. ___ ... _ ... ~ .. Globo, 1st Sess1on,""'!9'thCongress. ?e. 

The Phl1edelphla convention endorsed by Johnson but 

8 so poorly thought au' and plenned that it actually beo 

eontrlbut1ng tactor to deteat presidential reconstruot1on • 

'-.":" . :~'.;." 
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84 Edward L. l~cph.ors()n , .2.:9.- ill.. llf3; 119. ./ 

The convention was to ombrace all loyal lOOn who loved 

the Unlon. ny responded. representing all sections o~ the 

United states and all political. parties,. promillont Southern 

leaders attended, includ1Jlg Alexander n. Stephens. lle Demo-

orat1c desires for rocognition were particularly embarras&1ng 

to JohnSOn.. PUblio demonstrationa foJ' JohnSon \)1 Demoorats 

were espeoially disturbing. The President knew that tor every 

Democratic cheer be would lose. RepublIcan vote. .t\..nd he knew. 

too. ny Demoorats hAd probably joined th oderote move-

ment with the 110»0 of dom1natin,g it . 

he co~vent1on. far trom nch1eving ite purp030, notunlly 

orested more ol'en1ngs tor Hsdioal abuse . The spectacle or cop­

erhoods , Southern rebels, and Republioans marching dOfm the 

aisle ara in #lrIl\ heaced by the Union H!1jor-C-eneral Couch and 

Governor Orr of South Carolina was cnp1t~11zed upon 11berally 

by thtl Radic51s. They dubbed tho conventlon th"" II i n 

oonventlon,. he Hadical cartoonIsts Thomos Hast end petroleum 

v. Nasby ~de the affair lud1orous with their facetiQus dron -

ings; th~ Radice cOr.:t!>8.red the nWlgwsn" th Noeh·s ark ~nd 

ootllpared the heterogeneous group of delecatcts, "two and twotf 

with that ~ th(t "clean bessts, cnd of beasts that al'e not 

oleen, end of tow1s, and of everything tbat croepeth. upon the 

arth. nSf> 

85 J9~e.s G. Blaine, j!!. cit . , 2:2.23. 
N. Y. 'lr1bupe, August""15, 1866. 

: .... :: .. 
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Tbe Fh11.:ldelphi .. Con'U"on:tion v.n~ a ttcspo.r·.;.tc c:!.'!ort ct 

h.e modol's' tea to ute Vt;! O!.'l' d~!re<l+ It actually h3.d th,¢ oppo- / 

site l'esul t . the oonYE>ntion rI~t: 1.1 o <111y an {It tempt to fCl":.1 a 

new party ---the Union purty. BeC6ll>::JC of its husty furus'CiolJ" 

its va;;uo objoc'Glv.es. uml ita close, fraternal IlDsocinth)ns 

th copperhc:.lds and , rebels it nan doanerl to 11J.~~:1ta'blc de:'eat . 

Xho :Radicals retel1ated ill .kind by oal11!lS a convent ton 

ot "'loyal l~oI'thel'n wid Soutbern Un1,')nlsts" whiOh nl~gated tll 

pronouncemonts of m~derates in the August 14th convention by 

unanimously cndOro1ng congressional reconstruction. aG 

Co Ed wa I'd L. e?~orc~n. ~. clt., 213~240 . 

Calling tho Cloveland Sold1era ana ,sa110rs Convent1o.tl1 

Soptomber 17, was hardly a brilliant polit1cCtl mOVe" The sol-
I 

diol'S and 88 llo~'S ,,110 ht:ld ~1.sk~d their 11 ves and their 

"bud.diesll slain by rebel bullets \1'" hardly the group to in-

terest in a moderate policY' to .maln e:r.re·et which the Cleve-

land Convention' had tIllS to arouse a &treater interest in the 

antl-a~in18tration convention of soldiers and sailors in Pitts­

burgh on $ep1e~ber 25th and 26th. a? It waG des~cd to nullify 

87 ~e:; G. Blaine, Twantl Years £! Co ......... ...,.., .... 

the ef!'ects of the Ol~volend cO!lVcntioll'!.uid it d1 d.. The ser-

v1cc:::lOn o3!.;erly e.l'ldo:"se:i the harsh rad1col measures ns just 

and wiao. .J.\t Pittsburgh , the rabblo ... r:>uning I1ndic ler 

carrlud the torch tor oongroGo1onsl rcc()nstruot:ton. To tho 

..... ~ .• : 
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thunoerous cheers or the UniolJ. i'i!':htCl'S", he denounced !;~ 

Pl'eSl.e.Ollt t s. plan Ilnuc::mv1ncingly ()A~ounded the conquered. ,/ 

province theol~. He concludo~ his oratorioal pyrotechnics 

'by anatl1eoo1;1z1ng the seceded South at upoo1' stuff to make 

states out G:.~ea 

• Y. '1'¥nss. September 21, 1856 

ohnson was crucif1ed largely on .the orons. of his o.wn 

pOlit1cal lno!)tttndes J ignoranoe. l\nd self-confidence . Had 

he kept hl If more in the backv.l"ound and snont his t 

1n bu1.1<l1rtg 8: powerful. well-knl t support1ng partr he r!l1ght 

have aCniGTed his purposes. Hts lack of realistic party 

leadersh1p evIdenced by h1s inability to w(lld together 1.n ... 

to a com.pact poU t1eal organization tIlE! d1verso tlnd sometimes 

conflIcting ole~~ts Dupport1na hl~ WOE another significant 

facto~ in the def~at ot pl"8s.identlal ~econstructlo!1. JQhn­

son lla4 inherited Lincoln'.s plan. but not the tnachinel:7 of 

hi rty • . he i4tnored oompletely tb owertul engine 

,t exacut1ve petro to o:tgantz.e t he moderete R~publle 

1n! into an effect 1 vo allied tor·ce. Henry 8ntpha&tzea the 

conspicuous absence of Ol"ganlze4 Repu.bl.lc811 ectivity .within 

the states. Xe ~olnts out that there was a great 

.. " 

"lack or all etteetlYe organization in 
each State through wh1ch the voter of 

:oderate sent 1menta could express 1l1a 
wishes.. In most Northern States one 
p~l,'"ty Tm.S controlled: by the Rad1cals. 
while antt-wat" lle:nocrete were so l'l"'()mt­
nep$ in the oowlcils, ·o:r even in th. 
ClontrplJ; o~ 'the other p"l'ty tte to re!"fl l 
ConservaU TO Re.publlc.W1a and \Val' ~ 
crats who-mlght otherw1se have vote6 with 
the Presldent.-at 

;. :~.:." 
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89 RObert Selph Henry, ~ Sto51 £! Reconstruction. 196- 199; 

,elles W88 convinced that tho "«reate~reason ror not 

succeeding was bad management ot Johnson. s campaign." The 

Republicans wanted to get along without the support ot th 

otata. but were eventually foroed to seek their ald. even 

thougll they inst1nctively despised them. elles goes on t 

say. 

90 

"The RepublIcans respected a bee. ten rabal 
re than a copperhead. '!'he DeI:lOcruts on 

their part were. not strong wpporters of 
the Presi dent . They could hardly be en­
thusiastic over a president .nOll they di4 
not help to elect . and whose policy they 
doubt1ngly sustained. The Democrats w, 
devoted to party. Instead ot opcnly and 
boldly supportins the President and his 
poltcy showing oono1derot1on and wisdom in 
the selection ot candidates . they pressed 
forward .men whom go04 Unionists eould not 
willingly .8upport. prudent l.18Jl.asement 
might have given Q di tterent OOl.1gress _n90 

elles, ~. edt., 2:596. 

~he Northern Deaocrats "strove to install the1r old party or­

ganization, " unawere that it had "aode itself odioufJ by 1ts 

anti- war conduct and record. " The conseque~oe was that instead 

t winning, t hey had entrenched the Radicals 1n power. "Never 

waG a po11tical oampaign eo poorly ged. " It had been an e-

laot10n ftW1tbout any test. 8tatet~-ent or advooaoy ot princlpl I 

except tho tal$o .one thet the Radical oroed. " Johnson had 

had maD)" friends in tho country anxiOUS to sustain him, "if 

:;., ',:';r ,:-' , 
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they could get at tbe queet10n l but a large portion of tru 

ould not lOte to restore the old obuoxious Democrats to po' 

or on old 1ssues • .,91 

91 Ibid., 2:616-618 • ......... 
Ilea believed that the worst mistake in manag1ng th 

oampalgn 1I8a dodging, At the oritical time, the main issue, 

reasons tor onpoa 

nt .. tead of' tho Pres1dent's b 

to tollenl' a oonaervat1ve course, h 

the Fourteonth nd-

credited witb wishin 

acoused by h1 s euemie 

ot being a Southern sympatb1zer. f:elles ftmnrked. " .... th 

onle hav, 1~ress1on that tbe president 1s leagued with 

the tr~1tora and Copperheads and wi,hoa to bring them to 

9~ ~ •• 2:600 . 

It wotdd be unfair to Johnson and, historically inaccurat 

to malntaln that he was sole11 reBpons~ble for the defeat of 

sldent1al reconstruct1on. The Radicals must be givon 

r . f , 92 

nsara 01' cred1t tor the destruction of the oonservative plan. 

hey tlourlnhcd in the fertile 0011 01' modorote Republ loan , 

and Democratio disorganization. to~ the,. were an ettectlve17 

organized unit. They had a virtual monopoly or tho oommunl-

cation and transportation eyst '" 'l'hey controlled the 

nutactur.1rut. and bwsineG8 lnter~at8 at the oountJ'Y_ 'lhe1 

hadseeurGd a majority In th 18 I' executive, and ju-

dio1a1 branches of all the sta to ~ovcrm~nts except two . prac. 

" ' . ~;: "':".:'. 



t1cally all Federal oftioe-holder 

The Radical press was ot par 

107. 

re He d1 eels. 

:1gn1 ficanoe 1n ,/ 

brlngina about the v1otory ot oongressional reconstruotion. 

large proportion ot the Northern newopapers vera Radical. 

On every ocoasion Johnson spoke, the nadioel reporters 

erc on hund to make their d1storted reports to the nation. 

h laX's 

c;)ntrol ot the press 

portion ot public opinion through 

a treoondously olgnltlcant tactor 

in the Redioel succesaes ot laSS. Praot1cally aU of the 

Repub lican publications 'Were under Rad1 cel dominancu. 

In the contest for journalistic support.. the Radioals 

bad the advantage over Johnson. The eell tors or the union 

hed. beoome o.ccustolOOd to speaking harshly end hatefully 

or tho 'South becausG ot the demands ot war propaganda. It 

as a natural. atep to oant lnue their war d bents by de-

,ding harsh terms tor the 

Furthermore. tbe Pl'6S8 ,,~a to 8 great extentdepend(mt 

tor 1 ts existence upon advertising and party support. -.rho 

Red1cala made particular usa ot the toct . Rad10als in a 

'Pm~lt1on to advertise did eo only with thoi 

which subsoribed to 118d100l (}onvi.ct1on~. 

a forced into the Radical ranks through tear ot ])OSt!llbl 

f1nanoial ruin it it supported Johnson and h1s pOllc1.s. 

~hat was inf1nItely more calamitous for Johnson 

the tact that the various dopartments of government 

to advertise 1n any publioations oxoept thoao \nuch 

opel'll" an"agon1ot i(} to J ohnson. s tanton eud the Waf' De'Dart. 
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rnent did a greste:r amoun\ ot advertltz.lng than any other 

,opartr!l.ent. Thts left the way . open 'tor stanton to make ./ 

oerte1n that only Had1eal papers recct ved government J>st­

ro.n8ge 1n the 'M'l1 of 8dvertlsin~. 

~he precsure was ro great tho t even ~8ymond and his 

... _~_ and "sevel'nl othor lend1ng journals" were 

"compelled. on paln of tinoncial ruin ••••• to rc11n~u1.sh 

t ot the Fresldent.n93 

,uzino. t::tn,' (lS67) 24:3. 

~he influence ot the Radloal · control1ed newspapers and 

gaz1nes upon the 

Johnson been oble t 

tiona ho might hay 

,ot1ont Gyerpowerlng. Hed 

rvlces of more publl­

xpo&ed the Radioals ~!1 time to see 

them deteated in the congressional elections of 1866. 

a., unfortunatol), did ege to heve the support ot 

,08t of the De woornt1c pub11cations, but thl0 d1d more to 

hinder th~n help Johns()n 1n h1s struggle w1th the Itadlcal 

over reconstruction nolic16s. Goppcrheadl 

sively asaooiated with the Demooratic oart 

8 too oxt 

cratic 

pupers, the:refore$ 800n reeel ved the same condel;;nat1on 8 

the ooppel"llead 

oat ot the 1nt~lllgent and int01"£led ?fotal' re aub-

jeoted to a conatnnt flood of Rad1cal propaganda, slnce 

d10ala OQmQAnded the lntluence of the three largest 

neW8Dopors - the Hew York ... _ ........ _ " Yor, .d 

,:". y .. "> :;" . 
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.~ ."'~ .•.• _ - ... find 0100 the two most widely e1l'­

g~tzinos - Uu;:pcr's Weoldy end thenotlon. 

:rho tact tlwt uQwapap0l" reporting and ncwsp.."lper ethic 

ere in tl:\e1r infanoy during the . period ot reoom truot1on, 

dtd not help Johnson. Ed1tors ntod tho Intest news end 

net too ~artloular where they ~ot 1t, nor how trust­

worthy and accurato their Sottroes of 1nforr:tat1on. Tho 

widely cir¢ulated story or JohnsOn's nttempt to Qverthr< 

Conttrena 18 a typical oxauple otundocumented reportlng 

whi 011 tolllngly damngod Johnson and blacause. Even though 

the story WOD later retuted , it was belioved by 

pot;lon r1can publio . 

I 

paper .reporting ot atr1ct news ~8 soldom the nre­

sentotton of tile object1vG tacta. 'Reports deocr1blng soelal 

venta or e'verydny occurrences wero in t!lC cajor1 ty ot c 

presented subJect1vely_ Fects ."'r8 3uft1l:ed with ~rtl.satl 

react i ons and conclusions. Printinc ot a news art! 

we interpret that phruee today 1m6 pro-ctlcnl.ly nol'l­

Stlll morl::i de.rne.12:1ng to Johnson was the tact the:; mo, 

sdara ot newspaper. wore rabid followers ot a party el1i 

ad onlr the prejudiced, oolored, and often deliberately 

fabricated aecountl1 or -onrt1san newspa.pers end magazinee. 

In a ~jorlty of cascs, an unauthentionted report ot a party 

Ol'mlD was accet)ted ae gospel-truth in s'Dlteot the docu-

mented proof to the contrary or en 0 

cal. There were no non-partisan 'Donor 

reconstruotlon period. 

oslnr, party 'Oer1odl­

or magazinea dur1 

':".,:: . 

the 
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In Q:.ls1gn1ng 'the c~uoes for the failul'e of l..1:,oe1<lfln­

tiel raOOD:> truction one J1!ust go. rt(.le~r tllan the verbal SlL""'" / 

face ~xplosioa$ of Radical wr1ters, speeohrnnkers, and Jour-
ntl11sts. ~"hey really nothing re thun clever subter ... 

fugee de to bide t'rom the '"ub110 th 

the Iiad1at11 opposition to .Johnson's pl~n~ 

h1s~olnt effeotively: 

• 
9 lles. 0". ill. , 13 : 66';& 41 

in l"tilf180nS ror 

lies emphasize 

, 

, 

Howard K. Beale who de on ~xn.6US e and scholarly stud.,. 

of' this period Bubstalltiates thin view. He snY""7 

95 1'$"ward K .. Beale , 0'0. cit .. . 21l. - -.. 
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And e.gain. 

"Duri ng tho War the central govorn~ 
t had t~om n~Oe$81ty aoted In high­

hended fashion. To win tho War the 
tatos acquiesced in tcmporory intrS,nge­
cent ot the1r rights. Then mon peace 

curae, the Radicals sought to rule the 
ountry from Washington as they & 

tought the 11a1' from WoshinR1on." 

96 Ibid •• ~lG.2174 ......... 
Stevens, tbe leadlr~ Spok08~not the Dedicale dld 

not always suoceed in masking lotoly h1s intontions 

to oreate a onngress1onal dictatorship through the destruc­

tion 01' president1al reoonGtruo~1on. In his tomous ~ 

astor " speeoh ot September 29 , 1866 he BOid, 

·Congress 1e the sovereign power beoau 
the l'oople 8!>9ak through thOll;. end .iUld ... 
rew J'ohnDon must loarn that he 18 your 
er.ant ana that ao Congress shall order 

hore 1e no escape trom 1 t . 
God torb1d tbat he Should haTe one tittle 

f power except what he der1yes through 
Congress and t.he Constitution. 1h18 1 
the whole quest10n. "9 

" New YOI' ,9 , 1866 . 

d in order to COIlS te tbl 1 usuroat1on th 

RadicaLa would have t" secure a permanent .Republican POl"t1 

asccndanoy in national politics. But stevene hypoorlti. 

11y states this 1dea 1n hi. own words. ~For I be11eve, 

on my conSCience, that on the cont1nued ascendanoy ot that 

/ 

party (aep~b11ccn) dependS t t1 of this great nat!on. " 
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98 COMre.ss1onal Globe, 2nd Session, 39th Congress, 252 . / 

he oOWltry w:as. fortunate that Stevena t co!l.coyt1on of saf' 

ty never wue able to galn a foothold. 

Furthermore.. stevens roveo.led h 1s real reason tor su--

porting nearo sutfrage when he eald, "1 think there would 
) 

nlwttys be Union men enough. 1n tho South, ald,d. by the l)lllCkot 

to div1de 'the representation and thus contl,nu 

nd811cy _ttY9 

.!2!a-. 1st s10n, 39th Oongress, 7~ • 

publican 

S~eyeno and Sutmor both ~xprossed nothing but oontolll1)t 

tor the Constitution whenever they believed 1t stood in t he 

'1 ot acbIeving the c01'etcd goal ot eongreas1onnl centra11-

t 10n. 100 

100 melle •• !i- clt •• 13:&69. 

Coupled ulth tbo RadIcals' att 

ional centralization ot Rove nt 

t to secure Oongre 

utbority vas their 

desire to obtain p 

ly statos It in thl 

nGnt eoonomio asoendancy. 1e ap't­

t .'1': "It Southern Gcono. 

had co1nctded with ' those ot the r1Bl industrial grou', 

o:t the North, there would bave been no 

_lon. "lOl at the Rad10ale teared most In tbe sucoessful 

101 ttAalv. • vlt •• - • 



pX'ost=cut1on or :pres1deutl 

certain merger ot Southern 

the 4ubsequent destruction by thnt 

11",. 

ion was the almost 

arlon forces and 

,or of tbe 1jrOS"erOU8 

llad1cnl Gcon of the Northosstern 1ndustrlallstg. 

The expsns1vo, altrulut1c"apueal'"lng Freedman's Bureau 

and the Bureau or Education were noth1na less than 1/'01.1-

oe.lculllted 81:t6t\cles de,signed to ruin the Southern whites 

I 

111. And the Fourteenth nt, 80 piously hatled 

by the Radicals os an opoch-maklng lendmark In humanityt 

battle tor personal 

signed "bulwark ot bus1nea 

1 t ,y a cleverly dR­

t state regulction. ff 

In arguing the case of San Mateo VB the Eouthern Paoltlc 

Railroad tn 1882, Conkling wbo had bc€n a member ot the 

Oommittee ot Fifteen claimed that thc ndment 

to aftord oorpora~ion b UoongrasslonAl and 

design 

1n1stra-

t1ve 'Dl'otectlon flgo.tnat 1nv14.eo\15 tmd. discriminating stete 

nd looal taxes •••• alld op'Drossl nd ruInous rules ...... 

appl Ied under eta ~he Radicnls ot 1866 had wi 

tren.ohedtt 1n the Conetitution, Oonkling testified, Q J)l"ovl-

al0D "to ourb th ny uno would do to the t 

'Quld not h tho tew do to thcc. tt102 

lOz Conkling pr~duced the Journnl of the Con: 
tooa b1thorto unpublished. to prove h1s 

eattm;;ny is quoted in 13 . 13. KendrIoK, Jo....- __ _ 
Joi nt Co!!lttee g! F1~t!!9. 26. 3&. 

they 

Another aconomic tactor ~hieh d the Radical 

deB~rOl pros1dential reoonstruotion thoir desire to 
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control the lll'ltionfs tAxing r.~nhlnery. Tr-e Radioal Vlo()le: 

14CUtu!'acturcrs, in. particular, believod thct the only way I 

to lighten taxes "'as to plaO& a stn.€,,sor1ng tax on southern 

eotton., he New YOl!'k Heral<l just 111ebl,. indicted thi s e .. 

bom1nabl. and wmis6 tax on cotton by-say! 

esa not only eripples our own 
u.rc0S. but eneourtlgoo ,cotton gro' 
1n r1 vol countrlos.. In :reality 

the l'adloels have acoorded pro'tect ion 
In 1'evor of foreign cotton groweN and 
against th~se 01' our country to the 
amount ~03twentY ... t1ve millions 1'0'1" 
annum. " 

,ugust. 5 , 18t.h,. 

George Fort lUl ton introduces anothc:- eoono!!1ie tatttor 

Wbleh demanded the defeat ot pres1dent1al. ~econatructlon. 

'·The northern 1ndu,s'trial leadors had 
detel'min~d thet a pr,otect1 va tarl!t 
must be maIntained for theIr selt- pro-
'eotton, and that greenbaoks au-at b 
ret:l.red. For these roasons. the great 
financ1el interosts ot the llorth. a 
those of merchants and 1r.lportors. we 
.C6St praotl01l1ly Bolidly agaInst th.~ 
low.tariff, ourrencY lntlatlonts 
oratl0 presldent~nl04 

104 Milton , .sn,. ill ... 3'JO. 

... 

previous to 1860 the West end South sueoesst'ully detee.ted 

the t1lOrthoast' tte to introduoe a. high Drotectli11 

tnr1ff. oon as the weI' car-o, tho tarIff rates \II . 
revlGed upward to obtein revonuos. 'rhl as the in 

~~Ulotlon 01' the tariff of August 5, 1861. The b1ll of 
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July 14:1 18u2 gave ,protection to Northeastern mnutectur-

roO and .S t'eQUI 

protootion beoauso ot 

the tree· list. ncompen 

axetiont' was . the ablet 

tec:t ure oZ the t artft act of: JW1e ~O J 186"_ The lI'l!lnufac­

turera dictated the tariff rate they believed esnent1el 

tor ~rvt&~tl on end obtained It. _ The war Closed with duty 

aG. h.i.gb. os lO~. The average duty was fl. 

'hich vas more than double the average ot 1859. 

on industry 

i 

• but the co~pensntory tariffs Which had bocn es­

tablished to oft-set the loos to nanUfaoturcrs thro~ taxes 

wore not rOPGsled, but remainod as 0 source or easy-gotten 

wealth. The war tariff whicb should have disappeared bee 

on essent1al feature of the post war eoonomio etruccure .. 

Could the Radioals do anything els 

plan ot reconstruc'Uon ? . 'l'biotear tor the protective t-­

tuna of the tariff should Jol'umon's plan b 

vldcmt from a llOt't1on of the lotter wrltt 

Brewer to Sumner. Sald. Ere 'I 

..... -

by the Rad! 1 

utt ... 

the 
e 
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lOb sumner ~, IV'. Beale, .. . c1 t.. 27-a:. 

It the So.uth had been granted l"6px-esentutlon 10. Gongre:a8 

under Johnson's pion ot JJ;'eoonstruot1on the tarU" WGull 

have been sharply red~oed it not eliminated ~nt1rely. It 

as an absoluto Radioal $conomic necessity that presiden­

tiel rcconetruet10D be defeated. 

,)ther eoonotdc tautor Whi.ch the Rad1o.al sired 

tb to-l after the defeat 0 plan 

full oxplo1tatlon of nat1oJ161 reo.ouroea. the Radicals 

wanted to otter th ne1'81 lands· tor 

·".rhl oul4 produoe, they est t t 

nd. se'ttlemen'",. 

lve 'hundred m.1l1ion 

/ 

~ollar8', of gold and silver; ond. by reduoing the epeculot1 v& 

valu.e ot SOld. woulddepr1ve the DO.mocrats or political oap1 ... 

\al.,,106 

10-6 AOCOT."Cu"ng to Conkling of 01nc1nnQti. Harlanj 1)eml180n. 
Chase , John $horaan. and Julian advocated tnln plan • 

• Oonkling to A. Johnson. Johnson MoSS. LXXIX, Ibid •• 
255. - -

III the early part of 1866 the Rad1calc 1n Conm.-es.s 

succeeded in obtaining passage ot "an ACt to enable the NOW 

York end UOlltullfi Iron W,ning and !4!lnutact uring CampenJ' to 

purcha rtaln amount of the public lands not now OD 

tl; rket. n107 Johnson. oMomnatlo11 of' this Radica l at-

107 1chardson. • vl~ •• :41",. 

:",;..-
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tempt to speed up tue ccono.mic ascenda.noy or tlte liortheaat. 

ern capitalists again leates one ot the genUIne 

tor oongressl'Onal opposit1on to p 

In .etoing thin b1ll Johnson sa1~, 

ldont1al recollstruction. 

tIThe public domain 1s a national t1"tJst., 
aet apart and held "'for tne gener~l 'Wel­
tare upon principles ot ~qual Just!c 

n:t nvt bestowed tiS n s?Oo1al prlvlle 
upon e tavored class •••• It was BOon diG­
oovered that the surest and most £peedy 

on6 or promoting the wealth and pros­
perity or the country was by enoouraging 
actual settlement and o~cup&t1on and . 
honce 0 cystem ot preemption r1ghts, re­
sulting most benefioially, 1n all th 

t~rn 'l'erritories. By progress.1v 
stops it has advanoed to the homesteod 
pr1nclpl ••••• Now, supposing tho New York 
and Montana Iron lUning and J;taputaotur1 
Company to be entitled to all th 
tlon rights whioh. it hos been tOWld ,just 
and expedient to bestow upon na~ural per­
sons, it Vlill be seen that the privileges 
conferred by the btll in quost1on are in 
direct oontlio' with eV<1ry' principle here­
tofore observe4 in r&SDoct to the disposal 
01' the public lands . n1oa . 

loa I,gid. . 6 :415-418. 

The tInal,. culminating taotor reopons1ble tor tho deteat 

ot presidential reconstruction .a~ , ot coursol the Radical 

victorr 1n the congreaa1onal tiona or la65 ~ SGOA a 

1 tlon tur, and ine had been tal1t • 
it s obvious to all thut ;[1 oppeAl to the poople 

d onded in diSastrous tailurv ... t1nel ret urn& were 

1n tra he Senate soow, 

1n$t 11 Democrats, and tho House ....... 1 

, .. ~ 

~epubl1can 

publioans a 



118. 

against 49 Democrats. W1.th a sub81iantial m.ajor1ty in both 

houses of C<.>n£ress, tbe Radicals Jubilantly proceeded to / 

relegate Johnson's plan to the limho of forgotten 1dea3 

and enacted into lew the hnrah measure 

rooonstruction. 

}'naC'! 

".: 
: .... 



BI:E!!OGRAPPY 

P.RI~ARY SOURCES ./ 

Applet~n. 1859, Vol. V. 

V,lume .. / of 'th.;:- J...me ,t·ica.n Ann!Jal C'(cl,opsdij3 if: of particular 
1rr.pcr tance f ,ol:' a. ~tudy ;)f the debates in Con~re2e :;v!.tr the 
rel,t1~ne of S,uthcrn ~tnteB t~ the Union. It alao present 
a. c:nnmenta ry of pers~nal1tie. t evente. and statistics Df the 
year 1865 a lone with im}?3rtant 2peochea, publio addrc2sea. 
and ~~2e agee ~f Lincoln and John~on to aongre~s. 

Blaine, James G. t TWel'lty Teal's ~f Congrell3 11860 .. 1880/. Norwich. 
Conn •• 1884-1886. Vol. II. 

The book o~ntQi nB Blaine 's personal evaluati~n nf the m~n 
and oveute Q1:'the l.~ccon"tructi()n era. ae reca.ll s 80me in'" 
te,ceatins qUutations of leading figures or the peri ode 

Grant, Ulyasee S •• ?ere onal lle!!loirll, New York, Charles L. We b-
ter, 18$5-1886: Vol:. II. t 

Gtlli'l t b&lieved Lincoln's death l 'ttsp onsible, f:Jl" fa.ilure of 
roc,)llstruction. Grant dei!ired a juet, but nDt vindiotive 
reoonstructi on. In his Y(tmoj.re he ad"{t)cates enfranchise ... 
m.ent G! th-e negr1> a8 a.n aid to maintaining p oli tica.l ba.lance 
between Borth and South . 

Julia.n, George VI., P::JUtical Recollections, 1840.1872, Chicago, 
Janeen ~C1urg, 1864. 

JlJlian'e btl{)k 1e devoteci uainly to fa.ctfl connected witb the 
devel.:>:pment of' antl-fllavery politice . He opposes Johnson 
and hie l)l)lloies. 

Kendrioj(~ Benjamin B. t The Journal of' the Joint Conmittee of 
Fifteen \?n ,fie.,9one:tru pP!Ofh 39tu Co¥rees, l865-l~67, New 
Yurk. Longman~. Green, 1914. 

Kendriok records the concluaioRe of the Joint Committee of 
Fifteen a,nd o.i e-cu~e('e the influence which the manuscript 
copy 01' the iou.rna~ had on the S1Jl'l'emC Court ln determining 
the court'e 1nterpretati on of the cIvIl righte clauseo! 
the 14th Amenc1l:nent • 

• ':-QPhereon includes a. olaF.'2 !f1cd summu,ry of the legislat10n 
of the Z,Sth, 40th and 41st Congrel3see \Vi th the votes t there. 
on. together with action, c(Hlgreesi()nal a.nd sta te, on the 
14th and 15th .t\merulments to the Conilti tuti on, snd other 1m-

ortant executive. legislative, and Judicial facts ~r Reoon­
struction. 

.: .... 



JlcPherson, Edward, Political History i) 

Americn during the Gr.~nt l1cb-al1ion,. 

lIcPhers::m develops the political backgr:lund for the re- I 

ct)natruct1 em pr)bl~l'!.ls. 

" oore records only the important 8,peecile 
30n. 

f Andrew John-

IHeolsy and Hny pr:>v1de an inva.luable source f~.l' allot 
Lincoln·& speeohes ~nd \J:r1tln~s. 

Pierce, 13dwa.rd I.., }If''m~ira ann Letters 
Roberta Brothers, 188?-la9~. Vol. 

'his YQlume C()Vf.1 r e the peri. 'ld 1860 t. '} tb l) death of Charla's 
Sumner. It c?nta.lna lett-err;, to atevenu an<i other radical 
on reconetrueti :>n. These letters di yulge th~ true natur-e 
:>t ;,uRmer' e l·eo~m'ltruct ion pll?n~ and ex:"'lcin :more cleuly 
his Jita.nd. on the reconstruction baue. 

Reid gives a radioally tinted picture at conditions ill the 
South after the war. .rleis is the cn'resn::mdent who aocom­
panied C.h~ee on hie s')utherl"J tour. 

Richardson, .Tames D., A Compilatl?n or-the =-"-';~'-!---' n;.- _ .... !~~ __ 

or the l'r"sidel'lte, 1789 ... 1897.. V~1... VI. 

Riohardson 18 an excellent soarce of all official meeeages 
and papel~s of bath 1.1ne Jln Wld .J)lme:m inoluding many 1)er­
tainiM to .NH~')natl'uct1 :m and 1 ts; lJr,bJ.eJ.'lEl. 

Schurz t 021"1, Ue!:1ini:U:lr-nc("s-ct 01:;.1'1 ~ch\'u:'t%, Uew York, Double­
day ?age, 1907-1~08. Vol. III. 

Cal'l ~ohu1"z .. onl.7 ;)1' the leatt1ne Rtle.ic$,l{J, recJr<1.s in this 
b'l)'!}k hie "perB~na.l opinIons of persons and tSfues of the 
reoonstruction peri:.J... liia Reml11H:oences -pl';}VE' tha.t hi. 

outhern tour Vlail a premedita.ted attack on Johns~n and hIe 
polici.es . 

Sohurz, Carl, Spaecheo, Correep:mdtVl.ce and ?oli tic~l Papers , 
New Yo.rk~ :Put nam, 1912>. vol. r 
ThiS Tolunte is valua.bl(l ass. source of Schurz1 s J.'eaeoning 
and argumentation on tbe il!0;3llC'lJ of reconstruction.. It a18'0 
rovidee a better understanding or the arguments of other 

Radioals in defense or congre.esional rec :metruction. 

" .. :;. :. 

,i' 
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Thie report. Eliitphru1izec elec,l"ly the bio.eed, radical evalua ... 
til)tt of th'~ South th:!llt Schurz 1'1ad~ in hi.e re :.J!)J:t f:>1" John ... 
(; :m ~rlG OJht~.!·e(;tiI. . 

She1'luan, John a,nd. Shennan, il111iam T., ;lett~..!..§., edited by Raohel 
Sherma.n Thornd.1 lee, New York. S<J]:'Hmer iii!, lU'd4. 

fi'he l~tt(!rt pl·e~ent. \; &.riou f) viewe on rec:.H1struotl on p~l1ciee 
un d. ),Je.r,e Q ne.l1t i e s ... 

Sumnr;>l", Charle s , 
15 V 01(1 . 

Su.umer fo Works prr,v1de a better I.mdal'2t<imtUng or numne r 'a 
toliti Cl'. i philosophies, tJ.i£; !l,otivc's llnd Gc..als. Hie private 

corI'€apondence, in particular , ex:plains hie f>tand on re03n'" 
etruction issues . 

United States, Revenue Commieei on, Report of the ReVen~H!. Oo:r.nn1a­
ei'2.!h RQuse Bxecutive Document No. 34 es c-rial nu.p,.licr 1255). 
39th Cong., l.t Se~t. 

United states t Q,ongt"es!i oual Jle>'tie, 3')th Cona._ to 40th CDng." 
1861-186"1. 

Tbe Cone;ressional Globe. is illlportant f'o.r its IJpeechee pre­
eenti,ng tiie major congressional pla.ne for reoonstruction. 

United Gtl:,tes, 3ena.te Journr~.l' J 37tCL Cang., UH31 ... 1E63. 
- . 

. The Sene,te, Journ~col1ta.1ne the 8,peecne.a and 4eba.t~e of 
SUmner and .other ladioal 'H,;'nt)t~l"lh' 

'1'. l'iOI"l;;.e, Jr., ed.). 

The Diu..l·l of t~1C:! GeoretHI-Y of t lUl Wavy undell' LinoiJln and. 
JOMS:ln conta.ins fir$t ... han.i iaf,rmatir.Ul and acc:>unts of con­
'Versatlorls. addresses. artu cabinet meetings wh1cll shed. direct 
light ~m the etl1.lgg1e of J~hna::ln w!t .. 'l t he Ha<..lcals , 

W~lle ~t Gida:,m. ilLinculn and .r~lmaol1~ ,Galux. xnI (HW2),. 521. 
552. 663 .... tl'73. 

'e lles t article was pre8'pnt,pd 1 n two ineta.l1ment..~. In the 
first be glv~a a gQ,d chi'l'actf.n~ etudy of Lincoln and JohtlllOn 
and discll2sea Ltruo:lnta a.nd Stanton 's plana fIJI" restorIng 
the seeedod etatee. 11'1 the second, be c~nt1nues his analysis 
and e>valut:;',tion '}1" t.h? wh-;:.le"11',bl(;'T.'l :>1: reoOrltltl'uct1~n. 

, ....... : .. 



National Intelligence!' ( Washington, D.C .• ) 

H(I'l'( YOI'k Hp.rFlld.. 

New York Tilrej;l. - .' 

New York Tribune. 

~hl(;ut~DA1~Y SC 0I,C~~ 

Beale, Howard 1<., ~..9rJ.tic~.LY!:..a.r, He1lYork. MaJ.-court, Br a ce, 
1930. 

Thie b:>ok is fundamental f'Jr any study of Johnson's e truggles 
with the Radioab. It, t:if.eUteeE thf;; evt!ntl:l ;)f trie critical 
year 1866. 

Bowerll, Claude G., The T!"Q£!U~, Boston, H'lUght :In,lilffl1n, 1929 

Bowe-re o\)vers the twelve year rev:>lutionary ,eriod fol l<ilwing 
t he deat h ~f Linc~ln. It f= wr itten fr )m th~ J:>uroal ietlc 
polnt of v iew. 

Hall, Clifton R., ~ew Johnsl>!!.I_M!!.i t a!:! . .2.9vel'n:n· of Tennessee. 
Pl'in~et on Un! vE'rs Hy Prest!, 1916. 

The book t.r~et& :mly of J"ohnst)n'e 'Poli ci es and acU,ns in 
the l'e conetI'llcti:m of T~nneeeee . 

l!enry, H~bert S. , :rho St~ .r:y of Hecnlt'/truct.i :In, N~'/i Y::trk, Bobbs-
terrill , 1938 . 

This iEl one of t he bf'tter sur,,-ey tcoxts on tht' r ec:>netruc­
ti?n "?eri :>d .. Henry has included 1llany matcli 1£ previously 
omitted fr:)!'1 ~enera.l tr-=a.tments ,1" the p'Zricd. 

Lothrop , in presenting the 1 ife and worke 3.f :;ewarci, (iocs 
n~t be) iave ttwt the Seoretary of' St a.te had any effec t or 
influt>neEt Unt>tl Johneonte rec ;'JUi. tructi Jn p~licies . 

Mi lton dep icts the struggles ~r J~hnrJof1 with t he Radicals. 
It 1£ &n 1ntere:rting journnl1~t1c, h1etol'io ... biographical 
rreeent et ton fJf the JohneDnl s.n era. 

RandaJl . J.G., Ih 
Heat h , 1937. 

,. 

a r and Re c ')nn tructbp" ~iew York, 

beoause of the ex-

":~ .. 



Rtl-,de-e. latree P •• Hi@tory 01: t,nt' United. sta.tee f'lom t he Com ... 
:eroSl!!!!. of' , AJ;UiO, N'ew York .. Uacm1l1eri. 1893-1 -C6. Vole. V 
.e.nd VI. j 

Rhodea'work Wli& helpful aa a genetal hlstor,y rd' the period. 
lUiodes streeseo t he »011 U~alQ.n4 neglecteeoonomlc taetore. 

Strykel', lloyd P •• Andr,0!, J,h!l;!,'3n, A Slud:i 1n 204 [all, , New 'Jot'k. 1!aeru1l1a.n. 1929';-" H. . . . ....--. - .. , ,. . -

Stltyk~x' , tbl»)."ougbly sym~tl\etht with ,JohneGft, p.re:eents tb. 
Pree1dent*e lite 'Wit h the pur»ofuf' of expla,ln1 ,ng his eh1l.rt­
comings and apparent railu~3. 

1n2ton. Hobe-rt.'.+; ... ~rn"v Jopnl'!2,!ul!:tebela.n cud Pa,tri ut. Bew 
York, 19281 aenry "l)lt. . . 

'this 18 an~ther biOgl'a.pny in dc.fenee or JlJbn.eon Emd hia l'~ 
Hey. It Ie ne1thel' ~ e rrect1ve nor QS aocurate aD· StZ'Y'­
leer- 8 ,. hORver. 

-!'he Purpose, and the pl'es1deut of the t1rd.ted Stat ee , · i ES" £', 
iJ!S~i'J.ne. I40tV (18" ) ,,243-261. 

'th:t. , art101e itl arHtthcJi' cd t:ic.iem of .fo-:tU1f:)on,t 2 pl~n ~t l"e .. 
• ,metru'e't1on ana an emphatic endG.X'I;lCH'Il.4Hl't of il!ll'eaehment as, 
the- only 1 ilg1cal and Juet me'ana of punlahing him. 
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