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BUILD ING A BACKGROUND FOR CREAT lYE READING 

I. Old Authors and. YOUl'lg Readers 

ETeryane admits that lIterature i8, among other 

1 

th1ngs , a reflection of 11fe; that eTen Its most romant1c 

flights are e.xplainable. 1f one understands the realities 

among which they flowered. Yet, year after year, h1gh 

schoo·lstudents read in their EnglIsh cla.88e. some or the 

literature of the past with llttle or no understanding of 

the lIfe that these selections reflect.. Take Chaucer,for 

example, who wrote Of contemporary lite tor a contemporary 

audIence, taking tor granted his readers ' knowledge of eel'''' 

taln eventa, ot customs andcondltlons, and most important 

of all, of current attitudes toward 11te 'and 11fe 81 tuations,. 

And then consider the modern reader, espeeially him of high 

lichool age, whose background of Information is as different 

f~ that of his fourteenth century protopype as i8 his out­

look on 11fe and his attitu.de tOViard church and state, and 

whose study of history has: all. too otten been confIned to a 

survey of his own country's polItIcal and martial past. Bo 

wonder that he frequently finds himself mentally# in his ap­

proach to Chaucer, in the sad state of the tlmodern young m&n# 

all complete with a Ford carll who.se bewilderment at being, 

"by some incalcu.lable chance., • • • set down upon the road to 

Canterbury when the Pilgrims were passing" (1) 1s so entertain-

1. Hare, K., London in Bygone Days, 33 



ingl.y de-8cribed by 1Ir.Kenneth Bare in his introduction to 

London in SYion. Days. 

2 

You may argue that it is through just such reading ot 

thewarks of write%'$ of long ago that bOy$ and girls, who have 

ncpt studi,ed history may achieve some understanding of the 

past; that, in .fac t ~ conta ct with these primary sources 18 

the best pOI 'sible approach. But lik.e all primary so~ce..uch 

reading 8.8 t his present s dlt£lcultles for those without the 

background native t o the readers for whom these works were ori­

ginally intended, diff icu l t ies which can be sUl'lnounted only b1 

t he aid of explanat ions such as al'e· usually found. in the add.dda 

of school edi tions Qf the elasslcs--those fami~lar,utilltarian 

looking books in which If a r .ivulet of text meanders between the 

t wo towering banks of IntroductlonandJotea ," (2) to m1squote 

Sir Benjami n Backbite. How those notes do get in the way when 

one le readlng t And yet to most young readers they :seem 

indispensable. It is this very state of things that often 

kills interest in theclassies . If our s tudents have to mine 

the facts first" how much time or interest have they left to 

"rind how, in a certain period, m.en looked at facts, " or h ow 

"they ai'fect people f s lives"; ( 3) to discover that here 18 & 

11fe which they may live vicariously, and thus l earn more of 

actual living; that here Ilre peopl e through whose acquaintance 

they may more deeply under stand t he human beings with whom real 

lif e bI'1ngs them i n contact; that here 1s a source of deligh~ 

2 .. Sharldan 1 R ~B ., The School for . Scandal , Act 1,Se.l, 23 
, ( 

3. Boas , R. P., and Smll:;h, Edwin, An Introduction to the study 
of Literature, 2. 
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1n 'beau ty,' of the pert.eet.vora, in tb'J music 

of' ,i'Mfi>C111ng syllables .ma,t' sbal l ed into harmonies, in a. 
A 

th~1 echoed andre-eohoed \11tb the cumulat.lve po>ter of a 

sym:p'~,~n, • 
! too often the readincr stops with me.r ely learn1..."lg. t he 

. ~ ) 
and to t each 11 t c;t'atUl', tms.-mcl"ely a.sow'co X<ltlter ... 

If ! 

/ lj" l tor hiatox',-- 18 to kill /lt as l.,lte l"ature . bot a GiX-

,/ to n~7oar-O·ld, f.or e:Juim'ple~ f.o. );'lea ding the description of 
I-

k C .. u,cerf 
$ Goodwife or Bath- iW'ith note a , or eou1'6c--1n oJi'do.r 

I 
'I /; to· find out b y dint of pat i ent digging : t.1rst , t hv.t Ypro8 

/ ' and ,Ghen t wel '6 ci t 1,es of Fland.er s noted for c.lot.h i ns; 

/ ( 4 )seoond,. t ha.t in the l'.,i g,n ot Edwllr d III IIYleud an WeaVCl'B 

' .... ere imported t o t each them < 1.e" t h e EngllS'h ) n o :.r to manu ... 

facture their wool 1nto f inish e d prOducts ff ; (5) t hird. that 

in the mediaeval church 1& W:ile tho cu.stom on one Su nday of 

each yC R.!' for t he people to ~o up t o the altar to. k1sa t he 
f' re11cs and make t.heir yearl }' offering -; (6) .fourth, t hat 

women in mediaeval t.imes ()ft en VIOl' a elaborate bifaddresses 

of' l i .nen welght&d dO\H'n 11'11 th gold Ol'naments ; ( 7 ) fU,"th ,. t hat 

arrlage~ were. B()metlme.:;, perto.·med at th(t chur ch-por ch: J 

(8 

4 . 
• 

6. 
7. 
8. 

S1Jct.CL, th.at p118f'uw.e;;e.$ 'l'I lll'e Common in t tl .. , 
t h at mnGn~ o~t PO.PUl ll I' pil (UUl'_e cent er $! weI' 

. , 1 

Ziegler, Chu~l W. $d. I Craucer,t 8 OanterburI ' '1' alllu]', 158 
rood,.., 0\ . '1 •• tmd, Lovet t. k .M. ; ," .. ~i1J:' st V flit of E~l}.~ 

1.1 ter atul"e, 39 
Cf . Storr, F., a.nd TUl"nel' , H., Ca nj?GJ'Dury Ch1meil~ ;~7-S 
Of. I bid ., 3e . 
Cf. ' *.i'a t lock, J. S ... P., a.nd Maekaye, P . ~ The Mod t~l'n Reader t • 

Chaucer, 599 . . -
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. "':'~ , 

Je~a1em and Rome, . Bo'ul,ogne', !'where there WIlS fI.n 1ma.ge 

of the Virgin, .much v'lsited by. p11gri~, I. (9) the shrine ot 

St • .Tamcs or Compost,ella at Santiago 1n Galieia and that ot 

th~ three Kings at C()lo~a. tmd when our student has glean­

ed these valu'able fncts to' help him understand t he thlrty-

one linen Chaucer d evotes to ,this lady, what test will he 

h ave lett to apprehend Ohaucer 's inimitable portrait ot her ? 

. 111 be- he a of her ossential humanity, Vl'hioh 1s of all 

t1.mos and all ages '( 'fiill he oatch the hluDor and the 'Oathos 

or her s tory of the ugly old hag( Sur ely she was not thinking 

of herself!) who fl"OlII the del'ths' of herexperiance with human 

nature .Q:1v~s the young man the wi$dam of Ighlch he is in such 

d.1 r.-8 need, and, ha7;1ing won the mastor y over h i m, b eoome'S once 

more ( Could it but be!) youn g and fair and u1;terly d.esirabl~l 

111 he, in $hort$ see her ag n person" even in ttl erms of 

his own limited a~perienee, 8.13 did lir.Hare'a abov e-mentioned 

bewildered. modern young man ',ith the Ford~ 

"She wears a broad brimmed hat and an 
odd: s ot't ()f divided sk1rt wh i ,ch puts him 
in mind of Zouave breeches worn at a Tancy­
dress ball .. He,r colour is a thought toO' 
high, she 1 s too bu.xom, too healthy- looking 
altogether . She is the type Qr woman wham 
-rhe young man ' s sisters would pl'onounce as 
bad stylet. :au.t his sisters a.re not here, 
nd the t W:Lfe of :as. th 1 looks lmml'ln he thinks 

at any rate, not like that last crew of ho.ol-
19m2 who are still obvi()usl~ moeking lata! 

Longst themselves. The ";fife o.f .Bath ' turns 
her bt)1'se.' s head a trifle tC;)'fvard$ h im and give. 
hbt as she passes a tolren no example of whieh 

9. Z,legler, C9.rl W. , op.e.it., 138 
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18 to be _t w1 t h in our museums." because IlO' pro­
tessor has a8 J et succeeded in permanently fixing 
i ts lustre. The young ma.nea11s it the ' glad eye ' " ? 
( l O,) 

Ito , judgi ng from , e~per1 enee \1'1 th. eight or ten suc­

c e s s i ve ,c1a85e 8 o f e i ghteen- year- o l da-- and others .. - I doubt 

whether the '!e2'cQv'atlon IJleth,~dH cou l d have t h is res ult.! An.d 

yet" wi thou t the infor ma.t ion which one l:llUS,t ad:sU.t can thus 

be aequ ired,al be i tln rQ,t h er 1ndi ge1iitibl e chunks:, wha t a 

strange plc t uI'oof good Dame Alice spme 01' our boys and gi r l. 

must ge t ! ,Reading i s a oroat! va art . As Star'ch reminds ua, 

liThe pI'lnt ed symbol arouses the meanin g that has t~rough edu­

ca tion and exporience become conne ct ed with It . 1J (11) Else­

".here he says t hat the first of tbe "specific pr()cesses of 

as soei a.t i on and lnts r pI'etatl on over and above t h e or di nary 

reading necessary for grasping a histori c a l s t at emcnt fl is: 

a s fol lows! " a. men t a l picturing or c onceiving of t he per­

s on s , ac.tions, localities, and ob'j ects oon.oer necl i n the 

event . It (1 2 ) 1~i s men t al picturinG, of c our se, involves the 

i magination . Yet " imag,l nation i s not a. p r imitive functi on . 

It de ponds on t he pre,s ence of memory . fI < 1:5) It is 11mi tedab-

1!ol u t e'ly by t he a.ctual past experience ot~ t he individual. 

10 . Har e , K. , op . c1t . , 37 
11 . Star ch , D. ,:gducatlonal PsyCl101oSYt271 
12 . Ibid .. , 417 
13 . MacMillan M." E~ueatlon Thru t he lmastnat l on" 45 
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There 1s :1)1 all literature no more vivid statement ot 

this t act t h an the ball-scene in Barrie':8 A Kis8 . tor 

Cinderella , in which we s.ee the ball n not a8 balls are" 

but a8 t hey are conceived to be ina I1tt,lechambe.r in 

C indel"ell a'8 he ad. If ( 14). !rhit li,t tle London drudge "made 

everyt hing with her own hands, f1 Barr1e tel.ls us, "trOll the 
ff 

cloth8 ot gold to the ices ,. (15) 

"The King and Queen are attired like their por­

traits on p1.aying c ards, who al'e the only royalties 

Cinderell.a bas aeen . The heir apparentlJwhose ndres8 

1I1ay a littl.e resemble that of the extraordinary yo-uth 

'seen by C'lnderel1a 1n her only pantomlne ' • • • takes our 

breathawaJ'ft by.. "hie likeness to our polieeman. u'(16) 

Cinderella ' s King rises frQD1 his go l den rOoking 

chair to address, his loyal eovtiers thuST' " . My lo,ya.l 

aubjects',all t ail! I am a,s pr'oud of you as you are of 

me. It give s me a.nd my good lady ,much pleasur e t o see 

you 'ere 'by special invito , t6asting ,at oureJtpense. There 

is a paper bag tor each, eon tainlngtwo sandwiehe's, butter­

ed on both Sides , a piece of cake, a htU'd-bol1ed egg, and 

14. Barrie, .1.M., A Kiss tor ,C1nderella, '1, 
15. Ibi,d., '15 . . 
16. Ibid. ,79 
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an orange or Ii 'banana' .. ( 1'7) 

1.1 'T() he'avenly lIlQs1c from the royal hurdy- gurdies 

the Bea.ut.ies, II who are eomp·etingfol' the Prince' 8 hand 

and heart, "a..cend the sta1rs,one at a time. There are. 

a dozen of the fine oreatures, in bnpudent confection. 

'7 

such as C:1nde'rella has seen in papers in .Mr.Sodle's studio; 

some of them with ropes of h$.lr hunging down t heir proud 

backs $" S she has a.een thenl in a hair ... dr'esser t s window. A8 

we' know" s he has once looked on at a hal'Se show, and th1e 

has col:oure'd he,r conception Qfa. compet,1tlon for a pl"inee. 

The l ad le's prance round the ball- room like bigh-stepping 

steeds. 11 (18,) When,. b y severe t ests" t he number of com ... 

petitors haa been reduced to two, the prince takes "oarda 

such as Cinderella ~aVl 'at the, horse show, with '1st,' 

'2nd, " and t3rd ' on tb.eJl'lu - and 1t11ke one well used to such 

prooeedings plns 2nd and 3rd into t heladie,8 ' bodiGi).s"\ ,( 19) 

Cinderella, nf eourse, ~ Ia fiI·st ~ A fter her simple If , 1 

aocepts , II . (20) t.hejoyfu1king~ seeing ,the fire 1n the 

sh111ing-in- the ... slot gas sto'ITeburn low, . cries reekl,es.$ly, 

II , In wIth tanothe r shil ling ! t (21) 

t l Amid appla.u'se the royallee-eream barrow,. is wheeled 

in by haughty menials w:o.o1'111 tne paper sieves with dabs 

of the lusciouseond1ment. Thepap~r sleves are of' gold 

17. Ibid., 80 
18.. Ibid. , 82 
19 . Ibid., 86' 
20. Ibid.; 93 
21. Ibid. ,. 93 



a 

but t bere a r e, noap()one ... ' ~, lone touohes till one royal 

l1ck ha$ peen taken by us toUP~ t ft cr1... t h 1t King ; and 

U at t he 1"0"1$.1 ,word • Go I ' all attack the ices with the1r 

tOngt.l6', peedU.y butgracefull,. . tt (22) 

alvel:r humol'OUs' as this picture 18,. i t ls , 1n all 

sober e,~·n$st:n.e.s, not 'Very dtff el"E.lnt i n 1 ts lncon~tle. 

from nlO&t o.t our y r.)ungsters' m~nta1 pic-tux'e of life 1n 01-

gone; days. 11' we m~ judge by thetr spontan.e ous dr$lllB.tlza­

tiona, the 1llustrations t hey make. the original ,stol'ies t hey 

write. Irene, whoee enthus1alm fol' portrllitl.U?e hu been awak­

ened. lnan art class , Ql>1ng& in a.tudy or Godfl'e:y Cas. rep:t:'e­

Banting t hat early 19th c.entur:y a .)tUltr1 ~ntleuum 'liS .a rather 

d1ss1pat &d, monocled young telloW' in lit dinner j ao~et--the 

last "gord in up .. to-date sopl't..1st10ation . n an ii\l1ghth grade 

PUPPt)t show, j:;J:le 'absence of the Princes. Sno ;;ish! te h i ae ... 

counted for, aecor-ding t ,o eourt so.aip, by the fact that her 

,st~p mothel' has sent hel' nQff t;Q cOQrd1n~ school. n leador'e, 

wh o haa dr'Qmatlc talent, hUl'ls h llllSe.lf' at the f t\:$t of the 

blue-'eyed, fa.1l'-haired YQUJlg c,l ant whom the tr~u.1unen have 

chosen trom :liJ1'~onb thei r nwncfu· as t h e QnEl most like Achilles, 

lct. wi t h a protu.B i ·:m of Semitic gesture cri •• p1teuusly, 

f> Oh,great lord Ach 111eat Give me mine sonl Think of thine 

latherl He 'll'Guld sure, weep if thouwa8'$st slewed oy my 

ctor and no c~uldnJt of ~ar1ed thee1 See.e weep l See 

I ki.. your shoes , you who h f.Uilb', slowed my Bon.. I kl,S8 your 

22. Ibid •• 9B-V 



~. 

bloody hand . Oh Ach ille s, g i ve lIle 1I1ine s on ' .8 body . rtt 

It Is a tribute to the un1v~raal appea l O!' the 

cla'sales t h at they bear this tra.n$1~t1on into the pre-

sent day so well, but. spontaneous and refresh1ng as 

t h ese childish imag inings a r e, we B.re not pl.a1ing fail' 

it "6 l~t I ren.e aM on a.nd the others grow up .t hout at 

lea!lt trying to give them in some way t he experience and 

knowledge necessary t hat t h e y may enter imaginatively into 
. . 

t he $I,ctual life· ot the P "tst ·of which they read . That Is 

} . ll'~t teacheI's of EnglIsh have long been try1bg tl) do . It 

is wh at t h ft II-excavation method was aimed at. That .that 

method often served merely to kill interest in the 80-0.a1l-

" . II e.d elassics, we ha.ve 'Peen told over and over ·again. Yet 

.·;}la t 0 II " the other approach- .... the mQdern approach 011:6 at 

my colleagues calls it? flHere. is Q book t h at was mad.o just 

for you. toen,loy, II says a recen t collecti on of "readings" in .. 

tend.ed for ni nth gradeperllse..1. (23 ) Consequently there i. 

no i n troduction; and notes .. quest10nft for discussion, and 

no forth, have been reduced to a minlJ,ltUl1l. Yet in one n i nth 

grade class, at lenett even t he abridged version of ru. 
Talisman t hat 1s l :n clu.ded plunged numerous youngsterI' into 

int.ense ccn fusion. Seven .of them had nevor heard .of the 

Crusades, ten did not know what a Saracen lias .or what being 

s.Mohrumnedan meant, and one of the keenostboys .in the 

23. Leonard Sterling A. ; Moffett ,. Harold Y. , and )(00, 

Maur1ce Vi ., JuniOl ' Li tera tu:re. !2.2!. Three,. 60:9 
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gl?OUP .. ae . ertr,emely dl,tre,8,sed by the ehi.Talr1c e01n &1de-J'a-
., . 

t1c:m of the enemy shown in tbts long-ago warfare . Asp1rlt -

ed cla8se.xchQllge of information helped . to clear up th e •• 

diffioult1es, but limly serv,ed the mO r e to make the teacher 

re~lllz. why certain books" evan of this tYP'8 in which much 

,01 the pas t 1s e.xpl,alned, are so unsatisfactory to children 

&..8 home-reading, and what g;reattu' dU'flcultieB are presented. 

'by authors, l1keCbaucer, who takecom,plet.. understanding of 

their o-wn tirfl6$ f or gr,anted. 

No, we cannot sol ve the :problem by saying. fI Just read 

these t hings for enjoynlent ,. n fQr witt:lout understanding Qne 

c annot r eal11 enjoy. It is the old paral!ox a gain: rtR., who 

would: ,go ln se:aI'chot the wealth of th:e I ndi ae muet carry the 
u 

W~!H3.ltn of the Indi es with him. Children ma.st bring tOll. 

x'ending of the. 11 tel:'ature 'Of the pastsoDle knowledge of the 

past if they ave to gain fnrth eJ> knowledge from their read­

ing. The quest ion for u s as E,ngl1sh teachers 1$ IlHo.'i can 

t his 'background Q.r know~edge be be$t built up?" 



II. ' Background Bull.ding in the uPr ·cgre.s1 ve If, 
School 

.1. The: Enriched Currlculua 

11 

The problem. Qf th.e cbi.ld. reader who 1s tm.Qble to oFlont 

himself unaided to the 111'e of the pallt as it 1$ reflected tn 

the Ut~rature o·r the pas t has been recogn1.zed and'. provided 

fol;' 1n man1 of tbeso-ealled. t'Progr,esalve rt e l ementary 

schools . In fact, t he outst sfI.-ding cont rlhuti<>n o-f thee:e 

school s thus. far t .o el.ement·ary edll,cat:ton has bee,n just here, 

;1.1'1 their d evelopmentaf a br·oaderand rlener and" at the saM 

time, a m,ore unified elementary scho.ol eurrleulum,especlal-

13' in t he' f'1,eld of 1i teratUl"e and of hi story-•. llan], tlpro ... 

gres8iva n sehools o1,'gan1.ze a group's whole. year" s wark in 

I1t ~raturef histor'Y,avt"mu8ie, and g • .Qg~ph;y .around the 

study of It:fein8~1I1~ h:lportant epoch. Gr-eek 11f'0 in Athens· 

golden age, tQ1:' &Jl:ople, is I(')tten the core 'Of fc;)1.tr'th grade 

work. Mediaeval b tst,ory eome:s80m8what later, ttlinHl.llJ" in .. 

s,arie, 0 t uni,tB ~ 11 Ohar l.e.wagp;1f t i $ Empire tand t hCl NOl'S6m611 '$ 

raids along the F:r'anlc1sn coaat lt ;(l) lI a 812' wreeke 'etudy ('It 

t he. Cru.sades, 'Ilsins the Crusa.ders" own ohronieles lJ
; {2} e.nd 

.so forth . 

2 . Evidence of the Value of tht s Bnrlehment . 

or the value of auch :unified study as this o,r life at 

a p:;tl'ticular time together with the great 11terary master""' 

pieGee wb.1.oh I'eflect that 11fe,, 'rhe Shady Hill Pl.ay BOQk" 

1_ Taylor, K •• and J)rEilGn,e, R . C. ; l.he Shady lfil;l Pla;y Bopk,S'1 
2, • Ibid. , oX . . 
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published in 1928 by Kathurine 'raylor and Henry O,)pl.el' 

Gr -eene and c.onta'1 ning dramatizations worked ou,t and. act-

uall-y acted out by the childl"on of the Sha~ Hill School 

of Ca.mbridge , Ma.s s achusetts ~ gl ves 8.l11ple eyidence. EI~re 

there 1sno such 1!thin" (3) pla:y- msJdng and play- ncting 

as one sees constantly in the usual elementar'y school and 

in nine out of t on high school . English classes. If we 

aeek an erplanat10n of the 8'.lperior quality of these playa, 

we find 1 t in ~i s s Tuy.l o1' 1 s Preface . IlUa must kno",'l! OW' sub-

ject matter far more thoroughly than moat brief text books 

permit, befoz'e lie can make a fpod play out of it,tl she 

writes. "i:'etrv to look at t h e s culpture~ arch i teeture" 

{'aintlng , bookmaking of the tlra.e; , read t he poetry and 

legend of the time; study t h e way of li fe· o f' townspeople, 

cO'Q.ntrj people, travelers, castle dwellers, 'seafarel"~ . n 

( 4) Row intensive t his study of the tiUlOS 1s, on th~ part 

Of both tea.cher arlCl pupils, we lettl'n nIo;)."e fully f.t·om the 

ntr-oductlous to the indlvidus.l plays, for example the 

Roland play: 

It In preparins for a play, ';;hieh, like this 
one 1 is based on tbe Song of ftoland, we s hould 
keep itl mind those expeditions, partly:m111t ary# 
partly religiOUS, which the great monastery a t 

3 . The word i s Miss Taylor's. B. G. 

-' . Taylor , It . , and Greene, H. G. , ap.oi t . , viii- Ix 



Cluny 80 actively encouraged not only to wor­
ship a t the shrine ·01' fMoDa1gnor t Saint Jamea 

t Com.post611&~ but aleo to conquer lands 
from t he Paynllls in Spain. 11,-e should study 
t he routes fallo r ed by these pre-crusa.ding 
w;arr1Qrs and pilgrims, d O;1!'n througP. Prance , 
across the PO.l't or pass 'over the Pyrenees at 
Honcevala, and westwax'd along the r,lV6l"8 and 
t i'J'ough t he mountains of Navarl'e and Castillo 
to COll1postella . And we should consider how 
t h ese road,8~ and the c ontlnuil:lS stream of pil­
grus t4.at eometim,es actually choked them, we·re 
related to I 1t oratul'e and a.rt . In doing so we 
shall no t only find French R01'lanesque churches 
(Promi2,ta, in Navarre, f or example) o.n th 
Fl'Emoh road, as 1t'fl'as called in Spa i n; we shall 
find a sch ool o f sculpture growing up all along 
it;. and we shall learn that the great epic , sung 
at t he Anglo- Norman ,CQurt, -aas' almost certai nly 
created and sung by minstrels on the sama road, 
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to he arte~ the warrior-pi~grims) many of \"1,Lom 
!fere our far-o.ff Worman anee'stors . To thom the 
Song of Roland, read often ploddingly in American 
schools today, meant glory and salVat ion, for i t 
s hower: them &t •. Mich ael of the .t.1ount descending 
t o the P'yrene an peak , where noland, wounded to 
deatb in his fight ag.3,inst the ~-:' arF.H!enS of Spain, 
kne l t and gave his glove , in token 0:1:' feUdal 
fe alty t o his arch - angelic lord. So in the 
legend and the song, a l though in fact of ' CQUI'S-8 

Roland met his deQth fighting ae;ainst the E<asquoe 
at Roncevau.:r . 

II 
'Ni th s'oiue such baokground of' inform-

ation, tho teache-l' of our sixth grade, which had 
been studying eharlemagnets Empire , took up these 
few main po'1nts with the class. They stud,ied one 
main route through France to Compostella; they 
becam.e familiar with pictul'EIS of some of the 
churches stUl standing on the ' 'lfay of St . James ' ; 
they found that , the SonB of Roland was made and 
sung hundreds of years after the de.ath of Roland 
GIld Charl emagne , and probably to spur on 1i11e 
warrior-p.1lgrims to fight the Saracens of Spain; 
a,,",d t h ey pcreelved t h e contrasts between t he his­
toriC Cha.rlemagne and Roland whom t 11ey bad been 
stlldy1ne;; and the legendat'y St • Eo.land and St . 
Ch arlemagne . "a t h these 1dea. in mind the 
children of the 8-12th grade read the epic in an 

~ngl1sh tr,anslation by I.abel But1er." * ( 5) 

5 . Ibid., 6~5. The italic s are mine. B. G. 
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n"a th these- ideas: in mind! II 'l'h.tnk 'what children 

so 'prepared Nould bring to the rending ,)f this epio,Gven 

it' they iUade no pJ.a:y; and play-making is, of cOUI"se, not 

tl'l'(} objec.tive of this kina of stu.dy, merely its motivation--

$avers disc.ipline; sin<?e play-making masua puttins l !1to 

concre'l:;.e fonn pictures which othex-;'1ise might remain eO' 

tor-tably nebulous in the young mind. Here we should assur­

edly find no mere flpl odding through 1 t . u 1'00 0}'\...11dren would 

kno ,Q'll th:J.ngs ~ere done, how people lookod " nt they i.ere 

interested in, and ho~'! they tho'J.ght and felt about things . 

Thus the:; would. be free to r ead creatively, to enter into 

the life described, to feel with the people in the story" 

to enlarge their mental horizons; free a lso to note a per-

f6ct desoriptive bit her'e., a flashing phrase there, and 

elstll\'Vh.crc the splendid. rhythm Qf lines vdth which the, 

tory-teller touch es t e Itstener ' 8 helJ.rt . 

3 . 'J.'he Lim! ta.tions of the Conventional Righ School 

Courses in Hi etory. 

'1' 0 be $U;l' e. the high school:;; l1avelon~ !Jeen offEn:· 

ing courses in history· ... h1story a.ncient ond mediaeval, 

modern, EI'gliflh and American--cou.rses which are ur"ged upcm 

eeohd.ary ch ool peopl Ii because they will B1 ve them a 

ba.ek-ground~!I Yet history study as the "Progressivel! 
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schools understand it differs very markedly from history 

.8.8 1 t 1 s taught in the conventional high 8c110 01, In the 

Ml 1tIJa.u!. .. n:~~ public schools, for example, the semettter col;tl'se 

1n Ancient his tor y covers Books 1 - 4 of r~binsQnts &: B.I'eas t e d's 

OUt11nes .Q;f Etlropean Histo.l"l ( 286 pa.ges) , While a l 1ke cQUl'SfI 

of ninet&e n weeks ! s given in Mediaeval .histor"y as s e t for t h 

i n Books 5- 8 of tha.t stune text . fl only we probably won ' t ,ge t 

t .o the · !:'llld oi.' the book" ~ one s.tudent announced. l!put; the 

t e acher said it doesn't matter so lon~ as w et to Louis 

XI V - h e r s on page 586 - because t h at f s \~here !dodern History 

b egins. II 'I'hess two courses are des igned chiefly for frelS.h ... 

meni yet the vocabulary of the text 1s not especially adapt ­

ed t o boys and girls of fourteen., nor have they been equip­

ped by past experiences to I'ead with understanding and 1nsight 

between the lines of so compressed a. summary.. Thus tbe brev­

i ty of the course and the diffi cul tyof the text do .. not 

admit o f much out side r~adL'1g ; the telt t itself stresses 

political rather then social d evelopment, and the paragraph. , 

on the arts and seiences &1'0 t'I'equently mere lists o£ proper 

nameS wit hout sufficient "etory,t t o give the people mentiQn­

ed e.ny viv idness i:n the lllind.s of young readers. Consequent17, 

unles s the teacher can supply the ;v,1v1dness the text-book 

pr esentation lacks , study often becomes a mere memoriz i ng 

of half-digested f acts. . Small wonder then t hat", all too 

often, , little carries over into the Eng11sh. class a s Ii back-
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ground to!" r eading ther,Eh a..ides , not all high school 

students " t:ake tt Ancient .t'Uld Medi .aeva1 l':I..1story. At pre­

sent, ,( 6) with an emallman t ·of over' 'twentY'-o.ne hundred 

l.n once school, onlyo1ll1e b.und:r'ed and t hirty are enrolled 

in Ancient bi story clas.s&s. andflfty-nin1l in Mediaeval 

h1:8~ol"y. Mult:1plylng thes.e figures by eight , . to a l low 

for pas t ,and tuture em'ollmentson the part of pupils nOl\it 

in high schOOl, westlU have onl1 feur hundred seventy ... 

two, or t:wenty-two and ,one·-half per cent . ar t he ent.1re 

.. chQo'l, who thus aequlre a background in lAe-dJ.;aeval bis­

to'I7, a-ndone thousand. torty, ,o~a ')pro~lmately flfty per 

cent. in Ancient h l.st01!'Y. 

!he Ilprogres,Sive,t 'school 'hlE1tory work, on the 

other h&nd", i s in the elem~nt,ary school. whereeverv ch .tld 

.. 1s exposed ... There 1s litt le emphll'sls on poll tical history, 

and the approach is logleal l's.theJ? than ehronologi.cal . 
l: "';\~'!' 

N01" 18 bisl ,oI'Y isolated.. As :Miss TaylOl' pOints out in 

U :e Preface already quoted abovE>.~ the Shady Rill playa 

Itrepresent theco~tned work of h1story,Fr'eneh and English 

teachers, mu..1c ,depa.rtment, stu.dio" shop.u (1) above all, 

ther$ la i n these l'ne w" e;chools no hurrying to ff eover the 

ground". A child has plenty of time to make himself a 

6 . Du.:ring t he :fal1 8em:.e~ter f 1931- 1932 
'1 . '1'8:.'1101" & Greene, op.oi,t ., x ... JCl 
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Greek dress and wear it for plays or "pretendingft 07 just 

for fun; Le may help make the turn! tur e for a Gl'eek h ouse 

or make and paint a Greek vas'a 'o.rCal'Ye in soap a new 

frie.se f:ar a new- Pa.rthenon,; he may play, like browning, 

at tak ing Troy, or qUaI'rel for weeks with hiS best friend. 

on the way to and from school over the raapeetive mex'ita 

o! Hector and Achilles. Sometime,s we he.Q1i' him uaitli 

tl persianu in daily speech as fit coJntortably parmi t ted term 

ofopprobrlum, 0'1' calling on .a ll thegoQ$ to aid in the 

variows peJ>pl.axitiea of l:$.fa, and wa note that he exhl,,­

ita as fine discrimination .as did B(l);D Aeres in malting his 

novel oath s t hat always .fit t he situation . Ilere thar'o can 

'be no stel"11e utemOl"i.2ing or f acts . ~'jhen a child has thu8 

lived with the Greeks, as children do in some elementary 

sch ools today , not .only does the fol'Ulal study of Greek 

history in t he high school become a. vivi.d summing 'UP , a 

he i ght ell in 6 . of i ,n.terest already won, but the ;r~eading o~ 

t he Greek and Latin ClassiCS, whethe.r in the original Ol" 

in trans l ation, .is a tllousand ... !ol d em'iehed. And this 1. 

t iJ \I true of a-her culture-epochs as well. 

4 . The InadoqUi-OJ' of the Supply ot: tlCreative" 'reaehe.r ,a. 

1rall children came to high school thus equipped, 

t h e high school teacher of li teratu.re would have no prob­

lem of orientation. But only a tew do come thu~ ar med and 

prepared. In estimating ten years of pI'ogre.s in elemen­

tary education 1n an ~t1cle b1 that name, published in 

ProgJ'lea8ive Education in 1929" Prederick G. I;onser , one .. 

time director of The6peyer School ,of Teachers' Co l loge, 
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n says: The nUll'lber of ehll.dPenln schools that in any 

significant measure are applying thi;) pr1ne1plfHtol' pl'Q­

gre:sslve education in our eountry are p:r.o'bab~y only 

few hundred thousand at !l1ost-- SOlf!8 would say onl:r a few 

tens of tllousand~. This leaves $ome tr.enty odd milU.o 

of childre'rl in the sehbols tau.ght eODvEmt1onal ~mbjeet 

matt er by c.onventional methodl. tI (8) 

One of the chief reasons :for the alowness o:f 

change in traditional elementary school ourricu,la and 

oethods 11ea in the difficulty of f I nding teacher s 'f'ith 

t he necessary baekgroundof scl"'..olarsh1p and l'ilth teacl::lng 

skilL Dr.';rltzpetl'tck nfl'S said; 

"It matters very little how e labor­
ately our 'Courses are worked out, hew 1(O'ell. they 
look tn the pl'lnted pamphlets~ how sou.nd aI'S 
the ~dueatlonal principles underly~g them;un~ 
less they can be, translated by the teacher l.n .. 
to tbeexperlence of the student to induce de-
lrable Changes, tr..en they avail nothing. It 

1s Hamlet wUh Ht'.mlet omitted .• t As' the teach­
er, so the school. t This is a platitude be 
eauee 1t 1s true and obvious; but it is not ,8. 
t:rttt'.h f a.11 va and at 'lJ:i"ork in. the !Nor Id' .. , "tver'1 
educational instItution 18 try.ing to trans .. 
la'tee it into ita own langu6.ge .fwd to put 1 t 
to work in the W'Orl.d. 

·~1'he teaehel'> 1mp'rees.e8~ teaches, ad .. 
uoatea (1) b, what he is and (2) by what he 
kno.a • • •• NQ mat ter how winning or eharm-
ing the personalIty, or how perfected the ped .. 
agog1cal technique, if there 1s nothlJlg to 
teach, the result is d'\!blous. Misinformation, 

B. Bonser, F . G., Ten Years of Progress 1n Elementary 
Education, Progres81T·e Education, 6, 
(1929). 16~ 



parti'al infor:;nati on. vasueness of knowledge , 
the l ack 01' a senae of values,. a f the ;,olat­
iVa wort h , of knowl.edgQ· ... unass;1milated and 
unrelated kno'.Vledgo~. ':"thGse reaul t in the de­
sultory l1anner ,.frequently in the embarrass­
Ill.ent, of the tearJher, in the inattention o f 
t i.t~ stud.ents,. in \.; 1:; at 1ilechanical grind of 
textbooks and moani 'ngless questions vihich a. 
chari table bell 'I;errilinate s every f orty or 

1 f ty m,lnutes in too r;:umy hi.gh ..schools of 
our a.Qunt!'..,. .. Obviously, the lack of adR-
qn.ute sehe]!! rsh ip m.ust be interpreted to 
mean t bat the teacnOl' has .not the mesns for 
t ha,t enricbmsnt of huln~n e.xpurienee a nd that 
enl.al'gement of h1.1.mml 1>ersonallty whi ch ~ 
be ae~'ieved in the secondary s chool. fI (S) 
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Dr . FItzpatrick ltes 'of the .high [s chool, but \"/hat 

h e says is doubly applicable to the elera~ntary school. It 1. 

e,-ul'i'6r to do the stel"eotyped~ t o "$t.1ck to the t ext book, " 

than to go adventur ing with children in anCi ent Greece, es­

pec1ally if one has. Ii'\)e.en brought u:p on the battl es ana 

philosopher., ;' (10) 11.k·e $0, many of us, or has ha.d. not h ing 

at all in the way of an introduction to Ancient history one-

.self. Teaching in Unewll elell1snta:ry s chool makes as ~reat 

demands on the teacher f s background :is rulY secondary $c:ht:rol 

,;ork. . Y, e lmow--.at l east 1f we have. res.d Dr.Fit::pat:rlck t a 

ee.ay on The SCholarship of Telachars i n .Secondary 3choGls we 

know-ho Imall i3 the prQPortion~ even in the sec'on 

Bch ool:8, 'of teachers whosa SCh olarsh ip 1s Dl"o ad enou.gh and 

deep enough to serve as a "me ans for thatonrlcbment of 

human experience and thatenlargell1ent of human person.alityft 

9 . Fitzpatrick, E. A., The Sch.larship of Tea chers in 
secondarz Schools, M-O 

10. Mili@rJM.arion, .E... 'l'heMuseum ana the Schools ,. 
Progressive Edu.ca tIon, '1 1 (1930) ,393 
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(11) whieh \16 call education. d if the hIgh sch ools can-

not find enough such teachers, ho'Y can the elementary schoola 

be supplied? 

Teacher training instItutions do not seem to be able 

to meet t he s1 t uati on. In a Round Table diseussion on the 

fJ 'tt tr's.in1ng of the Pro{!res,s1vS" teacher at the Progressive 

Educntion Conference in Wasbington in 1930, theconsenaus 

o.f opin1.on was thus summed UP! 

"or the ~xlsting agencle,a { i . e .for 
trainj,ng teachers) none appeared to be ade­
quate. The art,s colleges' offer academic in" 
formation wi tho,~t' supplementlng the COUl'se 
wi th the t heory and pract1~e 'of teaching. 
The normal ,schools aJ!ld teti.che~$ 1 colleges sup­
ply ski.ll end technique of teaching wit hout 
requiring a suffic1ent backgrourid in culture 
and academic orientation. 1f (12) 

Itoreover. mere gl<>adl1at i on from tt l1bel'a.l arts coll.ege,as, 

oolleges a re G:t present org: ed, is no gu.al'tmtt'le that a 

t ea.cher h as acq"tireda liberal educa.t ion 9.2 that i s defined 

by Dr. 1i11,t.zpatrick,(13) or aVen the mastery of the sub-

jects he is to teach. 

11. F1tzpatrick B. A., loc. cit. 
12 . Progress! ve Education, '1, (19;30),181 
13. C,f .. Fit.zpatrick, B.,A., op.oit, 101- 2: 

"The nature of a liberal ."duc.a­
t10n required 1s d~serlbed, not 1n terms of 
subject matter, for no, subject matter as such 
1s essential; but in terms ·of the effect on 
the individual. The principal effect is the 
integration of the persona11ty . Three main 
charaeterlst,.cs of a l:l,.btwal education are·,': 

a.. A personality tt>uching l:1,..1'e on many 
aides, 1.flth extensive i.nte11e.ctual 
inter-eats and a deep and broad human 
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And. as long al!!: normal scho~ls and te.achers' oolleges con ... 

tinue to t .raill thelretudents in "methods l.t ot teaehlns 

t h e samoold subj ects in the same old wa: , aa some ot thelll 

stlll do" atudy In such 1nstt tutlQns will remain a hindrance 

rather than a: help tio the ltonew "' teaehe.r .. ~ that ;amch-talked 

ot "creative It teach&l' , the "teacher ae artist" . 

Perhaps we h ave been digressing and yet our digression 

has sl10Wn that" splendidly ae the Shady Hill School and 

others of its kind are meeting ou~ problem, w-e teachers ot 

literature in the high school can hope £ 01' no immediate gen­

era l salut .ion by these w.eans . Let us ecmelder therefore, 

what temporary o:&'pedlente we CRn use until the golden age 

in edUCation dawns and. every ,chIld comes to high sehool 

wi th an awakened i nterest in the lIIa:1 people lived and 

thoue;htin t.he pa.st • . 

'~.' 

C. 

sympathy. 

InSight, oritiqal Intelligenoe,"the e.ap­
aeity to go r i ght to the pOint, t a, dis­
entangle Ii skein of' thought" to detect 
what ls sophistical, 4Uld to dlscaro what 
Is i rrelevant." . 

Social 1nslght . With ability must go re~ 
spon81bil~t1· rr 
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III. The Direct At taek 

1 . ru.8tol~1es Or Literatur0 a&a Soul'ceo'f Informat1on 

If we review the sources, otbel' ths.n a l"ieh ani 

full study or the fJ'Qci!ll history of vax'ious epoeha in 

the ele:mental'¥ echool, /r_, M enon!' f'ftud,ents 'can get a 

backf.ll'ound tor tho ,fu.ller appreci~~tion of' the litereture 

or past ages, we naturally think 1'11"3t of historic. 'Or 
l1teratu:rewe have met. (1) Yet, upon 6%$lit1nat1on, many 

of tllem :T1cld In!'ormation but little of the v'1vld re ... 

creat10n we are after. Some 11teT&ry hlstorlr.ns stres 

the lives &1' a.uthors; s ome give greater space to, analyses 

ot variou8 "works II • To these, ~.story meane literary 

history in 1 ts narrow,sot sense: the development ·of' torms 

and styles, the 1nfluence or one writer upon anot her, 11t-

er~ ... t':v movements, and so forth. 

The better texts- bettor foY" our purpose,- devote a 

section at t.~& 'beglnnolng O-f ellch ehapt~r to t 'bG 1mpO'l'"tant 

hiotOl-leal events ot the tirr..e. Sometlmea, '.mtortunately, 

thls IntrOcduetory mater .tal. 1 $ printed in smlill typo, wr.1ch 

ans , to onn Vlno knows nigh se.hool boys: and g1rls, that it 

will pr.ooubly be, sklpped" thes.e e&:rnest seekers. after tI";lth 

being 1m1:r.led with t he idea. ~,h2.t only ir;iportant f a ctfii matter 

and that italics 1:\1'"e reserved for minor· ·deta.ils which are of 

1.. For a discussion o·f indill1dunl te~ts see l:.i.bU.ography, 
'Part I. 



no conseq'u,ence but wh1ch. the poor doting au.thor fel' some 

reason could not bear to leave out . Often , too, mere.ly 

t he political background of t.he time·s 1s sketched in, and 

all too fre quently the material 1s no t ~ information 
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bu t Q: mere .matter of listed names and VSg1.l.e generaliza­

tions such a.s : liThe ideals of chi valry and the Crusades 

1e.ft t hetr l mprees on the age 'm, or ll1?he re11g~QUs, 'social , 

and intellectual l i fe vrae profoundly affected by the com­

i ng of tho friars (1220 ) , who included the earnest f ollow-

ers of [!.t • Frane! s (1182 ... 12.26) I that Good S 

-iddle Ages. " (2) 

.1'1 t an of the 

There are mere satisf actory books, of course; yet 

evena.t 1;be1r best , these introt'iuctol'Y pAragraphs all too 

often fail in their pu:rpose, for the presentation almost 

invariably resembles a lllel'e cata.loguing of knowledge. Por. 

the reader VIi t h background, such aSUItmlary is valua.ble as 

an in~lentory against which he can cbeck his own informati on . 

'1'0 t11e read r::r without background, the average high s choo l 

r es.der , the extremely condensed nature o.f the material pre­

sented makes it wellnigh meaningless, not because he cannot 

comprehend the f act s but because he does not apprehend the 

significance 0 f these facts. 

1'116 difficulty lies not only in the extrmllely con­

densed nature of the infoJ:>llla tion gi"lren, however , 'but also 

2 . Halleck~ ReUben P . , New E:q~llsh Lit.erature, 55 . 
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1n t b-e .fact t hat 1 t i s usually complet ely d::h'erc~d from 

.t hed1scu$$lon of the l.ivee and works o f the writers of 

the time, so thf.i.t young people are left to make tor them­

selves connections \'Vhich it takes experience far gl'eater 

than their·s to see . One n oteble exeeption is Eva March 

T8:pp8.nh~ S}l.or~ 11lstory o.f J~n~lan!,i t .. Ll t~rature, in which 

all the fac ts, about background. are not; herded int o separ­

ate p.a,ragraphs neatly fenced off from the rest, but are an 

integral part of the dieou.eion of the chief writers of 

each age, vitaU.zing and vivifying t heir attitudes a.nd ac-

eompllsbments by s howing h ow they were af.fected by can ... 

temporary events and conditions . This unusual featUre, o:€ 

Mi · .. Tappan ' s PQok is due to her conviction : 

1l1'hat i t is mOI 'e tmportant to under­
stand. t h e times during wl"'.icn an ::t'..lthor Wl'ote, 
and t he re a.s ons for hi s wri Ung as he did, 
than to b e . familiar Vii th ~ mere catalQgue Qf 
names,. t lt19s, and da tes . (3) 

2 . b o oks Stressing Social 13ackgrounds. 

ObvIously Mi ss Tappan l 's !'convlction ll is at least 

beginn i ng to be shal' ad ty 0 thaI's, as is eVidenced by th 

fact t h at lately a. s10\v1:; gl'o "ing number of' books (4) have 
u 

appeared which endeavor to present to students sufficient 

3 . Tappan, I!,'Va. March , !..Short Hi story of England's aud. 
1!meriea' e Lltera'€ure, ' Preface to 
t h.e revised edition. 

4 . For a comple te list , se~ Bibli ography, Part II. 
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1nto~mation to make clear the life and thQught whi.ch have 

produced the literature 0 ",ngland lt 'and h lch " have 1'e-

dace-d to a minimum the .facts which are readily ava.ilable 

in poll tical hi storie'S and. in manuals of English I 1tera­

t'Ure, and. ha.ve given chief attention to tbe way tn which 

pe o:ple lived, and to the sp1r-it and t emper o f the varlOU8 

literary periodt'!o " (5) 'fhese b oo.ks attempt to do f ,or the 

1rho~e field of Engl i sh Ii t erature \'lhat. ~; illlam St earns 

avi e has done for mediaeval, l ife and for t h e Elizabethan 

age in hi s two volumes, Ll£e on a f?..ediaeval Barony and 

1,1£0 in El izabethan Days) and what .L:.11een Power has done 

or the Middle Ages in Mediaeval P'6ople. Yet good as they 

are as reference books for the student whose i r,j,terest has 

alreadY been arouse d, who wants to f i nd out .specifically 

what people v10rc or ate at a cert ain tL:te, how their homes 

were built and furnished, what 'taxes re levi ad, where 

fairs \flere held, and so forth, t h ey lack the v ery quali.ty 

" j 1ch accounts for the appea l to t h e gener.r.l read,. !' of Mr. 

Davis' and .Miss .Po ..... erts stu.dies of social backgrounds. -

that;. is, a certain concl'eteneas. A~ Mi ss Power h as ,so 

abJ.y expressed it in he'!' Preface ! 

Il Social bistory someth:es suf­
fer·s from the re,proa ch tht\t i t 1s vague 
and general, unable to compete wi th the 
attractions ot polItical histc>ry eitber 
for the student ,or f o]" the general rel;l.d&I', 
b 'ecQ.us8' of its lack of outstanding person-

. 
5 . Boas, Ii • P. , 



·a.11 ties . !npoint of taot there is oft'9n 
alS ,much material for recons truct ing the 
11f.s ofsQme<tu1.te ordlna:ry peraonaa 
t ht;;re is for writing a history of Hobert 
of Normandy or Qf Philippa of lIainault; 
and the lives: ()f oI·dina.ry people 'so re­
c.ons ·~ru.cted are, i f less .spect,acular, cel'­
tainly not le~s i ntl.u'e s ti'1'lg . I believe 

. t hat socia.l history lends. itself particu .. 
larly to >,.,.hat may be ca l led a. personal 
t reatment , and tUllt the past [nay 'be made 
to live aga1:n t or the general reader more 
effec tively 'oy- p~rsonifying it tha.n v:; 
pres:'enttng 1 t itl. the form of learned treat­
·8e$ on the developm.ent of the manor or on 
medieval t ra.de, essenth:l as t he se are to 
t h e speccia11st . POl" h...i story, after a.11, is 
v,alua.ole only insofa:r as :1 t liveSt and 
Ma.eterltnc1t 1 s cry" t ~lhare arena dead., t 
,should always be the hi eto.l1ian J s motto . It 
is the i .de a that hhtory 1s about dead peo­
ple" or, WOl:'S6 still,. about movement s and 
condJl.tl,ons whlch see)Jl but vaguely related 
to the laii)Qul's and passions () f f lesh ancl 
b lood, which has driven hlstor-'Y' from booksh61-
ves Where the h1.stortce.l novel s till tind.S a. 

11 {.' welcome p l ace. 6} 
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'1'111 s Hpersonal tres.tmotlt" we find o cc n:s1(Jnall y 1 

books intended to give us 11 terary bacl<:ground. Am:y Cruse .. for 

example, lllakes \.1.8e qf 1t in T~e Shapin& of ';\;ng11sh Liters.ture, . '. - . 

in hal" de,serlpticm of lit miracle play {.t t Chestel' in 1455 ;of 

one of I..atinter IS S .al'mons. at Paul r a Cross j of Sim.on Nocker 1$ 

attendance .itt a performan¢(,} ·of Julius Gaes in 160l; of' Mr. 
" Pepysund his books; of the novel-rea.ding wife and daughter 

6 . Pow8r,Bileen, Mediaeval Peo£l~, Vii~V11i 



27 

ot .Matthew Stradling, ,a silversmith; of 1.11'. at No . 1 st. 

Martin's Street, Leicester Fields, tbe home of Dr.Charles 

Burney . The same device helps to make Tlvid Kenneth Hare' s 

London in Bygene DaIS , in which the London of Chaucer's 

' Day, of Elizabeth ' •• of Dr .Johnsen"s" 'and so forth., are re­

created for us by one whO' knows the past intimately as few 

men know it. 

3. Reorganizing "OUtside Reading" 

,This is the kInd ·of material we are in search of­

readable, vivid re- creations of the' past . ',Fha books men­

tioned do not giye complete plctul'es ~ of course, nor are 

they within the ra1'lge of any but matUl'e students. :Yet 

these writers, whO'. have bor'rewed the novelist's art of 

making characters live at a cert ain time and in a certain 

place and thus have made that time and that place ever memor­

able t o thQir readers, serve to gi ve us a sugges tion. Per­

haps through fict i en we may arrive at fact . 

This is, I am aware, not a new su;;gestion . There 

are innumerable historical romances and histol"ical novels 

on every English reading list. Histery teachers have long 

made use of histerical .fiction to make vivid iii. peried that 

has been studied; and h i stories of.' liter ature, toe, fre-

quently suggest the rea.ding ort1ction in cennection with the 

study of a particular period. But the Eng11sh reading lists make 

no attempt to ' group histerieal novels according to the periods 
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whi.ch theycove,r . Young people rre'ading them often fail tG 

distinguish between one c.entury a.hd anot h er in the pa,st and 

so get a blurred l.dea a t best of wh at life W!UJ like; nor do 

they associate, t he historical personages who appear \,ith 

t he real people of history, and so they miss the illuminat ... 

ing i nsight into biography that fict ion :m1ght g.1ve them. As 

for the literary hi s torians- -their suggestions are rarely with­

in the range at a junior high. school student or even o,t a high 

school sOJl\omore, and theylgnore, for the most part, any 

books but the so.-called t1elaSs.1ca" . (7) 

If we are to make this re ading function, not me,rely 

to suppleme,nt study but, in anticipation, to build up th 

broad outlines of a background that might oth erwise be non­

existent and that is yet indispensable to creat i ve reading, 

we must organize QUI' outside reading to t hat end. We must 

examine the books w.e require young people to iPead in our high 

school English classes , to discover just what f'acts t hey need 

to kno i , Wh at cus toms and attitudes they need to understand, 

in order to read with real i nsight; and on the ba.sis of our 

findings we mus t prepare a list o't books of fiction that they 

7 . cr. Long, W.J. OUtlines of English Llterature l 33, 59, 
113, 144, 19§. 

Hinchman, W. S . , English Literature, 28, 48- 9, 74,66" 
16o-1,212~ 2'78- 9,341, 409. 

Mood)" iN . V. and Lovett,R . M. , A First View' of Eneltah 
L1 tara ture" 37, 89; 1m. 
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can read by them-Belves, books so v1vid1lwt'l t ten that th$ 

life and spirit of these other days w1llthuB become an 

un.f'orgetable part of their vicar ious experienoe, real 

enough so that t here will be a response to t he hints and 

suggest10ns in the classic.s. read later 1.n the hnglish 

classe,B • . 



IV. An M41if81s of Some Te~t$ Read, 

Since we eanna,t . in $ ,0 l1.ir.lite d a stud,. .s this 

mu;st of nec,Qsslty be " anal yse, every 'book read in ~lgh 

schQQl EnglIsh, let us oonfine ourselv6$ to 'such works 

~o. 

. $ were produced in the sarli,est perlodin which English 

books Wt;u\ e written tha t are still read by many hi~h sehool 

1>0''18 and g±rls - namely, Clmueer 'a Prologue and some of the 

Cantel"bury Tales" Everyman; and the mlraele play's. 

1. Chaucer's .i?rologueto theGan~erbury '1'8.18. 

or the se select1 ()ns, t h.e Pro,logue,,' which 1s, most 

frequ.ently read, requires: tor Its appx-ec1atlan tho deepe,s,t 

understanding o,f tho-sa f'ar-Q.:way time,s .. For what is it, 

a.fter all but a catalogue of pe.opla and their peculiari ­

ties,. with ,subtle japee-and sqme no t I!O subtle-- at human 

nature~ e:xpre's:Sing I t aol f in the media ef the f ou:t' teenth 

c,entury instead. 0:1' f'amillarly in t hese ef the tWentieth'i 

1'They are not eVEim well .. organ1zed deseriptio.n.s" f1 a seven ... 

teen-ye ar-old stUdent of tbe art of composition once eom ... 

plained, wh~m asked t -Q livrlte a paragaph e.omment on 

Chuucer ' £1 por·traiture .• II NoW"adays, no English teacher 

woul.d g ive yo.u it on yeuro theme if you just wrote down a. 

series of r emarks about anum t s looks, his c haracteristics, 

his past life). and f1 nally b1sclothe$ or b is liIayo! riding 

u s. hor se, all anyhow, the v: s.y ChaueeF does. ' 

To t his student, as to ll'l.an,-y o'thers~ t he relr.aJ'k-
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able life-liken ess of the famous "nine and t wenty in a 

companY'E),1} (I) was completely obscured by a half-famH.iiI' 

lsugaage and by allusions to a way of 11fe and of thought 

that Vias completely unfamiliar, from the opening lines, 

wher e we a re to'ld tha. t "the yonge sonne I' has run "hi s 

halfe COUl"S n in the Ram, (2) to the end" where the p11-

grlms ride forth, 

Ii • w • • a litel more tha.n pas, 
U'n-to the watering of saint 'l'homas . " (3) 

The dl.fficulties of Chaucer's language may be over ... 

come by having the students use, a modern English translation, 

at least as iii. guide or crutch in reading the Qriginal , 

though every effort should be made to have them hear enough 

f Chaucertg mus ical Middle English so that they may re­

member him not only a.s a story teller but as a sweet slnger 
I ' 

of the dawn. 

The other difficulty is one of orientation to the 

times. h eaders of thePrologue-, :read fil'S or all fourteenth 

and :fifteenth century Engl ish literature in fact- need to 

1. Ohaucer, Geoffrey, Complete Works, 419, 124. 
2. Ibid., 419, 11 '1-8 
3. Ibid., 429, 11 825- 6 



realize baw deeply rell~i{.m and tbe Ohurch pfi):rmeated. tne 

dally life ot every class of people. Only then e.an th~y 

u.'1tle);'atumd. the pilgrimage, It$el1'J witb ita S::$sEtm,bling, of 

all k1nd$ and oond1tlol'lS of men., To read e~eativ61y they 

must lmOVl mol'S than 'that., 'rhe~' ffl\.lst knO:fJ 'ffhere t h o$e 

11 reI'De. ha1.wee" couthe in sou.dx'y loud.es 11 (4) were' Jo.i;ld why 

th~y Wier~ s4lc'red. 'rhe lines 8l'1ould suggest to them, a.s 

they do t o U.l3 t . t he sr..r1ne Qf S.a1nt Jameaof Gompostalla 

and of the Three Kings in Cologne" ROl'.lethe ·tf,Roly City, It 
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and finally the Holy La.nd 1 t$elf, t.he recovery o:f wtose 

sacred s011 h ad :ti:r~ed the minaamnd bearts of' we.stern Chriat .. 

endom for l)}ore than two centuriee. They tQUst ' $e e in their 

mind t s eye,# dS we see them,. tl':ie pl1pmmage churches te which 

the ttahdel"er s thronged, cro'Cnlne; til. bIll top Ulfe the church 

of Saint Mal'Y hgdalene' at "'e':.-ela:,y~ \'1hel"~ Stdntl'ernal'd 

prea.ched tM Second Crusade; gl'ow'1ng slowly tbrQugn een"­

ur.te~ 1.1ke the shrine ot Our Lad.l Qf Ohartres, Ot' Glou~ester 

or Cante rb11r7 with their martyr.s'" tQ.\'Ws.. IJbey .=nat pioture 

the famouS' pilGrimage routes thronged with wQytarel'·tH the 

P11srL"Ils ·1 'lay Qver the ohalk downs trOl:l1 Wl'inenester to OEmi"' 

tQroury,. tbe tiljiay ofSliiint Jamss.11 dQ\\'n into Spain, tbe wild 

sea-wa.ys a.long whioh Fl~enoh. and,. V'enet1angallel'scarried 

hundl'-edsthat ,(4e~e r ea_11l"6.1ng the highe.s,t . asp1ration of their 

11 vea in peeing; the land under ,.,.hoso blue $kies Christ Jesue 

4. Ibid. , 419, 1, 14 



33 

once walked, with men. They must, further, know the fervor 

which hadaent thousands .to their death, under the burning 

sun of Palestine 1n the fight for the Holy Sepulcbre and 1n 

.other holy wars against the followers of Mohamm.ed, struggles 

t ha.t were still going on in the fourteenth eent.ury,. not oni y 

in Spain but in the Mediterranean andln the Levant and even 

o·n the fa}' - s'1'$ay frontleI'S of Poland. 

With this understanding of Crusade and pilgrimage, 

studentsV'1ould read with real appreciation of the Wife of 

Bath's travels (5) and of the knight I s warfare aga.inst the 

heathen in Prussia and Lithuani a and Russi.&. as well as in 

Spain. (6) Knowing how revere~t.l.y sacred relies were 1"e -

garded, they VJould feel. the more de eply the rascally Par­

doner's villainy in deceiving the credulous with his 

"pilwe- beeru and 'iplggesbones ff ;(7) and having met St . 

James' scallop-shell and the cross· of the returnl~ palmer, 

t hey V'lould take pleasure in adding to their store of mementos 

0 ·[ t bese sacred j ourneys the Pardoner' $ ' t lf vern~cle" from 

Rome, (8) tha.t copy of the 'sQcred Handkerchief of st. Vel'onioa 

f on which the impressIon 01' the Saviour s f ace- miraculously 

impri~ted- was 4il,.scernible .. 

5. Ibld.# 425, 11. 463-8 
6. Ibid . , 419-20, 11 . 51- 66 
POI . IPid., 427-8, 11.694-700 
8 . Ibid . , 427, 1 .685 
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,If to this informa.tion they add t>d somo under stand.­

ing of the o;rg.anization of the med1aevs.l . church- - 'I1 the 

ordres f01,1.r" (9) of friars and those 'o f monks and t hose of 

nuns; the place of convent, abbey, and mona,s tery in medla.-

eval '1'11"e" nna the duties {~,nd re s ponsibllit1es of' the headB 

of t hese religious houses;. the parish priest and his posi ­

t ion; t he univers al payment of tithes; tbe doctrine of 1n­

dulgenoEls ; the ChUTOh courts and their juris¢iction- then 

they would be in a pos ition r-eally to appreciate Chaueer ' s 

portral ts. of the various church people; the prioress and her 

attendants, the monk, the t'l"ia'r,. the poor par.son, the pardon­

er, and the sumner . ~luestions of chureh organizations are 

easy enough for children brought up in the Roman Catholic 

church to appreciate once they h ave been given the inform­

ation; they ,,,"re more difficult 1',01' the many non-Catholic 

and even nOl).-Chr1stirul children who read the Prologue in 

QUI' high school English classes. 'Yet · unless our young 

readers ' understand tbe purpos'o of the ehUl'on and its organ-

lzati ons , what d1f":rerenoe can :1. t m.ake 'to them thnt '(;he monk 

Hlovede v~nerye " (10) and 

fl • • • yar 'nat of that text a pulled hen, 
That set tn, that hunters been nat holy Dlen~ It (11) 

9 .. Ibtd ., ' 421~ 1.210 
10 . Ibid., 421, 1.166 
1 1 . Ibid., 42l,11.1?7. a 



or that the b,t1.a:r 

" • .• -. '. knew the taverne8 wel 1nevery toun, 
.Andever1oh bost11erand tappe.et4;tl;"e 
Bet. thana Ie-sal' or a begge-stel"e 't? (12) 
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. or how can they Judge Whether the Lady h-l.oress.'t a dainty 

~nera, ,and ha!' .eare.fully pleated wllnple and her little 

dqga (13) really . do %Uorlt hoI" a .s :w.matUl'ally fr1vGlous and 

w'orldl~ as SQme 9f her eritlQ9 have cla1rned? We l'.llU8t 

lmow mol~6 than Chaucer tells u.s. too, to judge what \fJUS 

involved 1,n the friar· is bein& s ·'11m1tour tl (14) -- that 1., 

licensed to: bag 'roralms vi'i .tl:l ln Q , certain limit ... and a1til~ 

fl11centl.at, H t15.) 0'1' licQDsed by the Pope ,to hear aonte •• -

ion 1nd.pandently of the 1000.1 tluthor·tt1es; what the Ilgontl1 

Pardoner" (16) was about , vt1th his wallet 

"Bl"st ... ful o f pardoun ~Ollle from Rome nl hoott~;(17) 

h at the Sumner meant by h1.s cynieal 

fI t J?urs is th.eerchedek.nes helle'l «; (18) 

why 1t was worthy t)f ment ion that the Poor Parson d1.d not run 

fI • .. Ii to LondGll, un-toseynt Poules, 
110 seken :hi;n Q ehauntel":le for soules, ft (19) 

__ ~v $ 
..... pi"" .. __ " , lot 

12. Ib,td . , 422, 1l. 240-2 
13. Ibid. , 420"''1,11 . 11$- 162 
14. Ibid .. , 421, 1 .. 209 
15. Ibid. , 421~ 1. 2'20 
16. Ibid. , 427, 1. o6t} 
1.V. Ib,1d~, 42'1, 1. 667 
lao Ib1d • .; 427, 1. 65S 
19 ~ Ibid. , 425, 1L 509-1~ 
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and why, 11' tne Poor Parson w.as so noble a man., the Ko·st 

turned on him so heatedly, in the prologu,e to the Shipman's 

tale., with his: 

fJ • • ..' O· Ja:r>..kln, be ye there? 
1 smell a 1011s1' on the wind. ,II ? (20) 

Mediaeval oaths, too, in which 

" • • .. • Cristae blessed body they to-rentiU
, ( .21) 

to quote the Pardonat', and the constant call1ng upon the 

saints or references to them, to saY+loth ing of fixing hap­

penings in time according to .saints ' days, 'instead of calendar 

dates and at hour s during a day according to church service. 

instead of by the cloek, ara confu;3ing to, tbe uninitiated . 

Nor is an unde r standing of the religious 11fe and 

organiza.tion of the times all t.ha t our young stUdent needs 

to bring to this reading. ,In fs.ct, it is difficult to limi.t 

his necesflary knowledge. The whole fabriC of mediaeval life 

s in the Prologue by ilS!lication. To enjoy the Itv-erray 

pal~flt genti1 knight," (22) hi,s son the tlyong Squyer Jl ,(23,) 

and their yeoman attendant, (24) one must understand the 

ina titutlons of feudalism an,d of chivalry . The organiza.­

tion of indu.s t ry and trade are suggested in the deBcr~p­

tiona of the merchant,(25) the shipmal'l,(26) and the five 

handicraftsmen, ignominiously lumped in a single paragraph 

(27 ) • .• a slight which, to the seeing eye" tells its own 

20. Ibid., 492, 11.11 '72 ... 3 
21., ioid., &&1, 1. 709 
22 ~ Ibid., 420, 1 .. 72 
23. Ibid., 420, 1 . 79 
24 . Ibid., 420, 11.100-17 
25. Ibid., 422, 11.270-84-
26 . Ibid. , 424, 11. 388-410 
27. Ibi~ . . 4R~ _ 11 _ ~Rl~?A 



story.. S·o :ne u:ndeI"sta nding of mediaeval agriculture and 

manol' org al'::1 zution helps to :make real the f.r'anklin, (28) 
, 

the rev6,(29:) t he plowman,( 30) and the miller. (:31 hledia-
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eval courts of la.w and 'the n inns of court U
, mediaeval 

medicine and mediaeva.l learning, cQ stumea and cooking and 

table manners, the position of' women of various classes, 

marria.ge customs, inns and. roads and the .dangers of travel 

by aes, pets and. sp,qrts, and amusements and super:stitlGuA­

th e mare one kno\vs of these, the more richly the t apes try 

unfCl'lds oelo<l;',e one t s etas as he reads. The little walled 

ci ty af :r..ondon girdled by the river and the f ields) wit h 

its gatesolosed tightly against the 'tlorld: ea.ch evening and 

its singl e bridge giving access tc the sOlJ,th and Canterbury­

if oue sees ths.t wi th the eyes of t he mind, hO'!J :nuch 11101'e 

readily one can tmderstand the importance of Southwsrk and 

its inns outside tbe city, I'.\!here H:.!;wry Bn.iley, for on "" 

mode a good li.ving housing pilg,X"iIllS $ager to make an early 

stlill' t !:.l.nd to esc upe the he'avy traffic c oming out of the< 

city ~md across the bridge when the g,ates open~d .each lllorn-

ing. 

There are references, too, to conditions of the 

times that need illumination . 'T1:e Do ctor'::: gold ''' that he 

------------------_.-------
28,. 
29. 
30 . 
31. 

Ibid ." 
Ibid. I 
Ibid·. " 
Ibid . , 

423, 11.33.1 .. 360' 
426, 11 ~ 587-622 
425, 11. 52S- 41 
426, 11. 545- 66 
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wan 1n peat.llence" (32) reminds us that Cbaucer' e century 

wa,s the century of the Blaok Death . 'l'hePrioress' s Fr.eneh 

that 

" • • • ehe spak !ul . .faire and fethly 
After the scole of Stratford atte Bowen (33) 

recalls the Norman Conquest and the survival of French, 

though not the "Freneh of Parls ''' ( 34) 8.S- the e-ourt lan­

guage and tber~fore t he la.nguage of all the polite world-­

a. poft1tlon from which it was just beginning to be displa oed 

in Ch aucer" 8 time by that hybrid tongue, a fusion of Saxon and 

.forman Fren en elements, i/h1 ch even Vie today can recognize a8 

English. The Hundred Years" Wa.r is ccr.oed in the Squire 'a 

mill tary expedi tions' 

"In Flaundres, in Artoys, and Pleardye";{:35) 

and the suprema cy of the Flemish ';veavers, jealousy of whom 

f vund expression in the attack dv.rinz Wet Tyler ' s rising 

on the Flemlng s who had. been brought to London, 1s 9ugg.ested 

b-y the boast about the i'a f e of Batht s cloth-making: 

11 She pas1!!e d hem 2Jf Y'Pre s and of Gaunt.n (36 ) 

2.. Six Tales 'l'o ld by Chaucer's Pilgrims, 

Obviously there is little knowledge o f fourteenth 

century English 11fe that would not be he lp1ul in reading 

32. Ibid. ~ 424, 1. 442 
33. Ibld., 420., 11. 1 24-5 
34. Ibid . ~ 420, 1- 1 26 
35 . roid., 420, 1. 86 
36. Ibid., 424, 1. 448 
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the Prologue, but the, Canterbury Tales , of course, present 

fewer difficultie.B. A story is , after all , a story. }:ven 

vir '.en the ,setting is unf8.Il'.li11ar, the s t ;yle archaio , th 

purpose of' the story teller unintelligible, there is,naver­

theless, in development of plot and the unfol ding of char­

(;t'cter, suf ficient stintulation of interest to make the reading 

seem somewhat worthwhile . Yet for adolescents readi~ under . , , 

11 ' . . II dlrect1on" merely cha:nng the story is not enough, if cur 

teaohing of I 1teratureis to be of any real value to them 

in life. .!.Jet us, therefore, look closely also at the '1'ales 

that are read to see what background would enrich this read-

ing . 

No t all o,t the Chaucer storiE}s , of course, are given 

to high school students, and thOSE) t Lat aI'a, usually in a 

roo,dern English translation 0'1' in fA re-telling •. (37) Judging 

by the selectiO'ns included in high s cheol antholegies and other 

1 &11 s cheol texts, we may ta.ke it for granted that if we exam­

ine the fJl1ght's 'raJa, the Prioress's Tale, the Nunls Priest's 

Tale, the Pardoner's Tale, the vate of Bath ' s Tale, and the 

Clerk's Tale, we shall be including all the stories our young 

people are likely to' read. (58) 

37 . Retelllngs, hoy/ever, are less us.ed by h i gh school classes 
nd are less desirable for us.e because the flavor 01' 

Chaucer.1 some.mat lost even in translation, has here al­
moat completely v anished. 

38. For So full discussion of cO'llect1O'nSof Chauc e r stories 
for young peop le see Dlbllography,iart III. 
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What ba'okgound d06S the NQder need t ·or these 

'8:&0,...1e6'{ 

Cel"ta.1.nly for the Knightt sTale O-f Palamon and 

Arclte" an underatanding of ch1vall'Y snd its lnstltut10n.$ 

i s neoes$ary and some introduction to th~ romances and ro­

mance heroe'tI- King Arthur und. his nobl e h-lr1gbta~ Charle .. 

magnaandhts 'P~lad:1n8- that he m~,. reClQgn1~e the kinship 

with these: of I'IS11' tl Palrunon tmd :~~1r 'n Areita; and at least 

a bowlns acquf~lnta.nce with tho Greek hero 1~8'seusand 

Greoek wjj.ys '{Sf Itf.et that he may EIonjo1 the delightful lneon-

gru1 ty of' "lJakel! Thesens 
, 1\ appearance in the tale, lead1ng 

the flowerQf chhralry to ,,,aru ; (39) swearing an oath !ton 

his truth 8.8 kn1~tn; (40) entertaining w1th true llledla.,eva.l 

lavishness ; (41) proposIng 8 tournmnent, in right good media. 

eval t6sblona 0.8 a means of settling the dispute of the 

riva.l lovers: 

(I t Each of you here a hundred knights shall bl'lns; 
1'.11 armed to take the lis ts in ovel:'ything 
Your clsj.l1ls on her by tournament to test.' II (42.1 

39. Hill. F. E., The Oanterbvxl T~les, 39 
40. Ibid.; ;sa 
41. ClIO Ibid., 83~ 

aOr' minstrelsy 01" s.e:::'\!'ic(; at tbe. feast, 
Of sple.ndid gifts for grea.test and for le!'tst, 
Of Theseus' palaee that in r-1.cb 9.1'3:'ay1s, 
of who sat fi:'et or l&st upon the dais, 
t :Jlat ladies dQ11ced tbe beet or \'i6re the falrest .. 
Or ;Irl).ich could l1ghtliest move or 8.ing the eleare$t; 
Or who could speak ";.0 st feelingly of 10"6-
',hut hawks we1.'e 81 tting on the per ch abOVe", 
'>'hat dogs '''(')1'0 lying on the floor beloVl-

f nIl this will 1 m~ke no ment.ion now." 

42. Ibid. , 68 
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In faet" it 1s these, very inoongruitie s that suggest how 

this stor y mus t be r eadj foI', in spite of the knip.;ht's aa­

SUl:'anee that it 1s a tale of Athens and that the characters 

a r e Theseus and. H1ppol ltn and theil' eontamporarieS ~ what 

h~ tells isn tale Of English 11fe in the four'teenth oentury, 

a tale f r oul which the re:ad~r add'S to li':hntknowl edge he 9'..1 -

read:1 has to make JIlOl'e vivid his mental pietU1'& of thOSE!! 

long-ago days • . AJ.1 tha.t he brin6s to hiB re~dlng of the 

Pl'olog'J.e, consequently. aids him here, in understanding 

not only the usages of chivalry and knightly love and the 

ard.ent faith of the Middle Ages , mirrol'ed in the prayers of 

Palamon, o f Areita, and of Emily, each to his patron_-

II Saint tl Venus , It 11 
S~int Marstand 

fl 
Saint Diana. 43)-- 'bUt 

a130 a l lus i.:ms to a s tro logy, h eraldry edlcal prt'.ctice , 

t h e humors. and so fo r·th. In the zest with which the 

tourn8.ment i ;~ deacr1bed, the reader must see Chaucer's 

Knit5ht himself who had fought 

tr'l'hr1ce ' in the 11sts l and always slain his :foe, It 
( 44 ) 

fer O'{lly· such. a one \fIould thus have commented on the 

gathering Qf those whQ are to particiDate: 

43. Ibid. f 85- 90 

44. Ibid., 5 



n • JiOl'all that had Q. love of chivalry 
And ·coveted an everlastIng ruuae 
Had prayed tor part within this knightly game 
And glad indeed wa~ that won a place ,. 
And should there come tomorrow such a c ase 
Again,ye know t hat every lusty knigAt 
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That hath his strength And loveth with all his m1g ht, 
ere 1t proclaimed for J,:!.ngland or elsetihere, 

Would with full will des i re to battle there, 
To f1ght for a lady, benedieitel 
A lusty spectacle it were to see.' /J (45) 

The ~'s Priest ' s Tale of Chanticleer is likewise a 

story of the times. To read it understandlnsly one lmtst be 

aware of t he mediaeval love of allegory that 1s illustrated 

also 1n the Knlgntt s Tale, in the descr~ptions of the alle­

gorical pictures on the walls of the 8n.1:'1nes to Venus, Mara 

and Diana. One must be aware that in the Priest 's Tal e as 

in countless other fables', Chanticleer and "Sir :Mussell 

Fox'\ (46) as familiar characters to the people of Chaucer' s 

time 8.8 Peter h abbit and Mickey Mouse are to Americ an youth, 

point t be trlOl'a1, that !.!!!! qua non, ot the mediaeval t ale, 

1 t hout which, as Boas and. Smith remind us, an imag1natlve 

story was regarded as a 11e and sinful. (47) We Vfant to be 

sure t oo that our JounJ't fr'iends c atch the Nun's Priest's sly 

humor . Unless they know some t h ing of the medi·aeval habit of 

relying on e1as sical authori ty , h ow will tbe.y see what he 1s 

poking tun a t when he has Damoselle Perte1ot, t he hen, learned-

ly quot e Cato U t he that was so wise a man ' fI ( 

45 . 
4,6. 
'4'!J .• 
4.8. 

Ibid . , 80 
Ibid., 143 
Boas, R. P., 
Ri11~ F .E . , 

and Smith, Edwin, 
ER.~'" 131 

2R. • ...£!.t., 21 

48) as having 
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said 1.1 , Take no account of d reams, I, tI ('9) in order to 

'bolster up, her own point; and her husband teat11,. counter 

with 

If , • •• In old nooks can ,e read 
Of '~7 a man, more in authority 
'l1:lan ever Dato was, God pro.spar as, 
That say just the reverse of wh!'t he 8a;y.,. ,. It (50) 

wit hout, however, naming any names, we nota. , before he proceeds 

to Q.verwhelm his spouse with Instanoe.s of dreams that were 

prophetic.! And unless boys e,nd glrl$ kno'lll' the marvels of 

the taleso!' Launcelot, how can t h ey enjoy Sir John" s sly 

jibe at the ladies, when he 8 /:. ;)1 8 so lemnly : 

U t This story is just as true I undertake 
As. 1s t h e book of Launcelot of the Lake 
'ohareof are· ladies reverent and fa int It (51) 

Th e y must know other popular stories , t oo, t o catch t h e full 

significance of' his reference to t he most :hated villains of 

contemporary miracle play and t ale : 

fl 0 new' I seariot t 0 new Ganelon 
o false dissembler, 0' thou Greek Sinon 
'l'hat broughtest Troy all utterly to sorrow! It ( 52) 

Moreover, knowledge of at least one of' tbe outsta."1d1ng even,ts 

of the f'ourteenth century, the "Harrowing of London11
, under 

\ 

Wat 'Il.yler and Ja.ck Straw, 1s nece s sary if they are to ap ... 

preciate to t h e ful~ the account of the noise made by the 

49 . 
50 . 
51-
52 . 

Ibid. ,. 
Ibid • • 
Ibid~, 
Ibid. " 

loco cit. 
13~ -
139 
140 
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widow a nd h e r two daughter s and all the neighbors, yelling 

I1l i ke fi ends in heUt! (53) in their pursu1t of' the f ox! 

Jl ~ ... Such wild noise rang 
I n truth, that Jack Straw ramping with his gang 
In search of some poor Fleming they could kill 
Never made s houting t hat was half .so shril l." (54) 

And last , but not least, unless they know somethlng of those 

"fi ne " qU$ stionsso seriou.sly debated with much hai r-splitting 

i n the med iaeval universi ties, l10w ean they ·, enJoy t he neat way 

the 9.tory-teller side- steps a. difficulty : 

"Bu t I could nevel' s1ft it to the bran 
As eou l d the 'holy doctor Augustine 
Or" Boethlufi ,or Bishop B~andwardlne 
To say if God ' s divine forewltne s elng 
Compelleth me. of need to do a t }-· iI,l.g 
( By need I mean si,_,ple necessity) 
Or whether a free choice is granted me 
To do that arune thing or to do it not, 
Though God foreknew 1. t el'e tha.t 1 twas 'l'l"ought; 
Or i f his knowing binds me not a wh1t# 
Save on condition, to accomplish i'l;. I~ ? (55) 

The remaining tdt.ls pre.sent fewer dlfficul ties . or 
course there 8.reI'eterenoes to 1:.101102.1 personages, Greek 

mythology, Greek and Roman worthies and plf~ce s of l1.nt erest, 

though even those are lewer in number than in the Knight I, 8 

Tal anno t'l"e linn t s priest f s. To understand the Prioress's 

story ,of the miracle of' the Vlrgl 'n 1n behalf of' her 11ttle 

clerk, a reader needs onl, an understanding of the media-

eva1 attitude toward the Jews, and .. what is mqre lmpo;r.>tant-

53 . Ibid., 145 
54. Ibid. , 145 
55 . Ibid., 140 
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of the place the Virg in oeeupied then in the mind,:smd he art. 

of all people,as she .s t lll occupIes i t today in the bearta 

of Ca:thelloB e.verywhOO"e. Othe.rwl ae, the tale p.reaen tB few 

. difflcultle,g, e8p~elally if' t he young people have met the 

stor y of Hush of I .. l tlcQln i n thei.r xoead lng of mediaeval bal­

lad lit era.ture. The P'ardoner's' exemplUUl liRd tbe Wire 0-1' 

Bath " 9 fairy tQle 'are s t r aight-for'ward en.ough; and provided 

one u nd e::vat;ands the. absolute power of the feudal lord oV'e.r 

hi$ VI l lei n !:! ,. there 1.$ nothi[~g about t be clerk' .s s,t ory of 

Grls.elda j el ther, that ' presents .Ii dit'i'iculty .exoept per'haps 

her al most unbe11evable pat ienc e ; and ev,en the l.tnwQr ldly 

clerk admitted, we m:u.st r emeUlber, tha,tthi8st ory was told. 

"not be cau,se wives shOuld' f ollow Gr iseld a i n 'hUl'liil1ty, t Ol.' 

it were intolerable if they should ; P,llt 'bee s,use e very wi ght 

i n his estate should be firm in adver s ity, !as Gr'isel da wfiuJ."' ( 56) 

So much then :for Chaucer and 'l'ne Canterbury Tales. 

s . The Mediaeval Dr~a 

Now what of the Miracle PlaY$, which every high 

school student enoounters when he invest i gates the c).rigina 

of the li:lizab€lthan drru:ua? How can we pl"'epare' h il:il to under ­

s tand those? 

55 .. Tatlock, J . 8. . P;. , and Mackaye. Perey, op. elt ., 21& 



OUr young read.er needs , of course, to know the 

Bible stories and the' saints,t legends, which are the 

material pf thos e earliest plays. Furthermore" he ought 

t .o have some idea o·f what the celebrati on of the l~ass 18 

like, for unless' h e can visualize that larger and more 

complica.ted rldrama tl wherein Chr1s.t's pass.ion 1s reenac t ... 

ed, he cannot see the earl y I 1 ttU'gl cs.l plays i n th9ir 

proper sett ing. We are t old, for e xa mple , that the Quem 
, . -

Quaeritot Eas te>r Day . a trope 

"based upon the account in t h e Go spel of the 
question, .. Y/'"n om seek ye ?T addr essed to, the 
Marys , as they went t o anoint t he body of 
Chr1st ~' by t he .angel who s at at t h e sepulch re, 
and his announcement to them of t he r e .sur r ec­
t lon, • • • was or igin ally sung a .s a choral 
a ddi tion t o t he music of t he Intr oit qf the 
Mass~ t h a t i s, as the Mass beg1n~.. In tl;le 

ou rs e of time, howev6I', as i t s dr'a:m.at ic poss. 
ibllit1ea we r e developed it was detached from 
this position , where elaborat i on i n the wa.y of 
action was i mpossible ,. and 1nsert~d in the ser ­
vi pe s preceding t he Mass • .• • I n this case 
the t r ope7 whi ch had become a brief , bu t none 
t he les s . complet e, 11 tUl'l,Slcal dr RtllS, f ormed 
par t of t he Thi r d Nocturne during Ua tins on 
,Easter morning. II (57) . 
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Di roctlons f or the pres entation of the p1ay i iI'om the hegularla 

Concordia Monarchum, together with Hthe ceremonial of the Ador ... 

a tion and Depositi on of the 0;1:'088 , which prec ede it and with 

5'7. Child, C. G. , The Second Shepherds' Play, EveI'lman. and 
Other Eal·i f Plays, xli·.xUi . . -



which it 1$ oonn~ot.d; n(56) ar~ a18'0 given., in part q . 

follow.: 

n,Lett,bere be:, inde ed" in :a part of the, 
altarwhiah1s bal"o, some aGl't Q,f a represent ... 
a"tton o£ the '~pulcl:We and a veil Qf 80~ k~4 
drawn AbO\4t tt, in which let the hol, ~ro.s. 
when £t haa been adQxed, be deposited with, th,. 
t6-110wing ceremontal. Let the deacons 1!i'ho be~ 
:fore bore 1 t C0JG8 and wind It ln11nen in tbe 
place, lfh~re :1 t was ,adolf'sd .. , Then let them cGrry 
it, baok, singlng the antiphon, In , ac~ in lei 1 
8U&a babltab1t .. also Carom_a re ' 
lUJ,E!t ' they cQJne to e p ao'O 0 ' e, .om ' monu­
fAf;lnto} :re,ad ,tIlonlimufmt1} f ' and' th-ecro$e be1nsde­
posit,ad as lj' it were the buried bQdy Qf our 
Lord .lesus Christ,. , ,let them say theant,lphon 

" Serulto' domint),~atumeBti monwnentum, P9nentea, 
milt.". ~l cust:Qa, rente~. Let tlle \loi,. :Cl"4'.H!l8 
be gu-ark with ail rever~nce in this s:,una place 
until the Sunday night o,t his rea-ureet1on. At 
ntgbt,. indeed~ let two brothors., -or three, or 
W»'e .1f there~b,all be- so la.r.g$ $. gatherlna, be 
ap"~Qil'lt~d, to observe faithful iV'igl1sthare by 
$1n!glng pa.alms.. 1'hese things done, let the dea­
eo-n and 8t1b ... deacQnent~r from the sae1"l,sty with 
the body of the LO:t'd whlah l"'8lllQinea from the day 
before and w1th a ehall~e with Ul'loonpeorated 
wine. and let them place 1t ,upon the altar;etc. 
{'l'be Mae.s of the Px'e.-sanctified fQllowe~follGw­
ad by the serv1Q4s of I~aster Eve.) . •• During 
thQ same night ( o-t East.er Eve) , before the . 
bells of lIatins aI'~ rung, let the sacristans 
tllke u.p the Cro.es ~set it 10 same suitable 
place,. F'1r8t~ in the :Noet:tWnes; when the 
praise of God 1s be,g;w1 in th(!l GtJ.Ut'ch b.y the 
.beot ,or someprlest, let him say La:P". ,mea 
ape:rlesonoe only 1 andthf) Deus in adlutQrlt,U11, 
.meum 'lntende with the GJ.orl!~ 1$en, the paillm 
Domine;' quIa multlflloati aunt" 'btd,ng omitted" 
let the i$nEor beg n jt:6~fiivl!£atory. Then the 
three antiphons wl tb the three psalms "Thee. 
fint Shed, let & fU;tlng, vel".. 'be s aid, then IlS 
many lEUIS0ll8 with tl:u~ responds pertal.nmg right­
ly t hereunto. 

58. Ibid •• 2 

'7 
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1'1 
While the th1rd. less'on 1s being chanted, let four 

brotherSv6st themse~ves, one of 'l/hom., vested in an alb., 
enters as if to do someth ing, and, in an I neOn8piCu.oua 
way approaches the place "d)-ere the sepulchre is, and 
there, holding a. palm in his hands, sits quiet. 1fJhile 
the third respond is ehan ted, l et the tt>..ree others np­
proach, all alike veated in copes,bearing thuriblea 
with incense in their hands, and, with hesitating 
e<teps, in ~he semblance of persons aeeking s ometh ing, 
let them eome before the place of the sepulchre.These, 
thi ng,s are done, Indeed l in representatiQn of the 
angelsltt1ng wi thin t,he tomb. and of the women who 
came with ,spices to anoint the body of Je'Bus. ;"'hen, 
therefore, he who i s seated sees the three approach­
ingas if vrandoring 'about and seeking someth ing, let 
him sing melodiously and in a voice moderately loud, 
Quell Suaeriti8 ( InsernlChrOz 0 Chris.tlcolae?) 'llhen 
thIs . as been sung to. e end, let tbe three respond 
in unison, Iesum Nazarenum (erueliixUln, OO'ae1ico1a) • 
Then he, Non est hle.@:urrexit, stcut praeClb:erat. 
'It,e, nuntis.te quia sUI'rexl£ a mortuls . \1pon the ut­
'terance ,or thi s command,. let the three turn to the 
ehoir andsay,!1.11elula, l'ftsurrex1t lJomlnus! Th is said, 
let ld.m, still reufaining scHted, say a~ if calling them 
back, th~ antiphon Venite, et .videte lo.cum (ubi Plait .. 
U,s erat Dominus. Allelu1.a.,. nlelula!). Ravfiig sa . 
thIs, however, let hIm rise and lift the veil, and s h ow 
t h em t he pl ace empty o.J' the crose, bu.t the cloths, only, 
laid there wi th which the erO$S wa.s wrapped., ~~ hen they 
see th!,s, 1,et them set down the thuribles that they 
have carrie d within tha.t same sepulchre, and take up 
t h e cloth and hold it up barere the clergy, and, ' as 
if in testimorrY tha.t the Lord has risen and i'$ not 
nO'ili wrappe,d thel'ein, let them sing thlsantiphon: 
S1.trr~.xi t })ominus de SettlChro( l:u.1 pro nobia pet:Jlld­
it Iii 11 -') - a 1- t eUt lay he cloth upon t 

finished, let the prior, rejoie­
triumph of our :Kln.£ J in tha.t , 
ha s risen, begin the hymn Te 

Deum laud8lll.us. This begun, all the bells are rUng 
together, at tt.e end of which l e t t h e pr1est say the 
verse, In resurrection. tua,Cr1 2te, a8 far as this 
word, and let h1.m begin 'latins (read Lauds), saying; 
Deus, in a.dlutorium meum intende,ete." (59) 

Yet what me aning could these descriptions possibly have to one 

ho knew noth ing of Oatholic ritual, who could not close hi8 

59. Ibid., 4-6 



eyes and see the constant1.~ ~!IOving pageant of clergy and 

aeolytes, c·ould not hear t h e chanting of the priest and 

the dramatic response of the choir, could not recall the 

glorious color of vestm.en\;s, the goi dEm l1ght oJ: tapers,. 
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the j'ragrantsmoke of incense? '1'0 many of our chIldren, 

aspec1s.11,. to those, fo r the , ruost pa rt, who belen§{ to Pro­

testant sects, religionsugge st1J neither cerem.ony nor s ymbol; 

and these, we must, if that 1s posslble, g1vesome insight 

into tbe colClrful services of the CuthoH.c, the ,all ~Gl'nbraeing, 

Church of the lttiddJ.e Ages. 'V. a mus t h elp t hem. too I by giving 

them SOdle underst anding of mediaeval church architecture, to 

f olloy,. the play down from t he h igh 8.1 ta;r t o the steps of' th,6 

chancel and finally into the nave, SQ that t h e.y may 1'8con-

struct for' themselves, as Miss .Anderson ha.s· done for her 

readers , t he final development of the Miraole Play wit hin 

the church" 
rI , In the Christmas pla.y the priests took 

theirplacee in different parts of the ehureiD., 
'i/hich they c a llE: \l stations, and "laited for 
their Durn to s r ow a scene from the Nativity 
story. A cboriste!' began the play; advanc-
ing to t he edge ,of the Choir gallery, he stood 
in h is long white rObes, with outspread I"lings, 
9..1'ld t old the j O'YOU8 news of Chrl ,st I s birth to 
t h e shepherds who kept watch over their f'loeks 
below. The priests who took t h e part o·r t he 
shepherds dropped their crooks in astonishment 
and one wr apped his mantle about the 1'omb in 
his arms to protect it, but 'Nhen the angel 
said, f Fear not , for' behold I b r ing you g ood 
tidings of great joy,t they ceased to tremble 
and stood l' evel'ently lIstening to the announce­
men t 01' the glad tiding s .. 'l'hen from the ga1-
le:r'ie.s all ar0und c ame a s o ng of prals~ .from 



t :he heavenly h~!lt , ' Glory to God in the high­
est, and on earth peace, good will towa.l'd 
men. ' The shepherds walked up to the alt.ar, 
whUe the eongr,egatlon made an als1e tocr 
the.. The y knelt in adoration bef·ore the 
man~r and then returned singillg to their 
s tation, where they stood apart watching th~ 
othecr episodes in the play. 

n 
NQW from tbeeastern door of the church 

came ~ the three Kings, the lA/h ite-bearded Melchior, 
the dark-visaged Balthazar, tmd Ca spar, or- Ga.­
par, the youth.ful one . 'rlley fQl.lowed a mavin 
light which r epresented. the ChrletmaliJ Star • lUng 
Herod sat ,a.t hisst'ation on a high t m-one. He 
7:aS surrounded by his c ourtier s, who ...... ere really 
the officials of the church . Herod was troubled 
at the appearance of' the Kings and sent a mess­
enger to. t'. s k who they were . lr, h en the envoy 1"8-
tux-ned with the tidi ngs of' the birth of the Re­
deemer , Hel'od consv..~ted 'I;he chief priests! and 
scribes, who searched the Scriptur'0s and, an­
no.unced that it was writt en by the prophet that 
Christ should be born iIi Beth lehem of Judes. • .At 
thi. s n€,ws, King Hero.d fle ... into a rage and kno. clf:­
ad the Saored Books out o.f the Jcr1bea t handa . 
and ra.ved so Violently tha.t to. ' out-HeI'od Herod' 
has meant ever since t o overdo everything. 

f' P..ft.er lJis son had. pac:U'led him., King Herod 
sent the ~e s8en,ger to 'bitl them t go and search 
diligently for the young child; and when ye 
have found bim, bring m(~ word aga.in, tht'l. t I 

a.y come and worsl:ip also.. , The Kings advanc­
ed to the a :::' tar, f:I:.nd the etsr went befol'e t belXl 
until it stood over the plRc:e wher e t he manger' 
'N aS. '.tleI1 they had laid their gifts of gold 
and frank i n c en Be a''1d :myrrh at the f oot of the 
altar, the Angel who had first ,greeted t he 
Shepherds spoke to them. end directed them not 
to return to Uerod but t ·Q depart into their 
o\'m coun t ry an() ther way; so the ' Wise Men made 
their way t hrough the throngs of spectators 
to. the wester n d oor o.f the church. · 

IIHero.d showed that he did n ot see their go­
in,g by sitting st11land looking the ather wa.y. 

50 



But the Messenge r t o ld. him that the Wise :Men 
has mocked him. So Rerod waa v e r y wro t h and 
he drew hi~ eword and hanckd it t o a Sol dier 
and bade h i m ~end f or t h an d s l ay a l l the 
ch ildren that we r e in Bethlehem and · i n all 
t he r e allll. fI ( 60) 
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P I-Om. t he church, OUI' young read. ~~rs must be able to tol-

l ow the plays i nto the churchyard, must s e e how , ~aduo..llYt 

t h e l Ed ty a s well a s the clerg y began to take p art in their 

production , ho~ n aively they solved pro bl€JnB o f cos tume and 

stagin g, as for example, in the Or eation play de s.cr l bed by 

k11.1y Cruse, wh i ch was obvious ly pel 'formed just outside the 

ehttrch: 

itA Paradise 1 s to be ma.de, 1n a raised 
spot ,. wi th curtains and cloths o f silk hun 
round 1t at such 8. height that persons i n 
t he 'Paradlae may be visible from the shoulders 
upwar ds . F-ragrant flowers and leaves are to 
be set round about, and divers trees put 
there i n with hanging f'ruit; so as to give the 
likeness of a. most d elicate spot . Then must 
come the Savi0ur clothed in a dalmatia , and 
Ada.m and Ev~ to be brought before :tim. • • 

Uj.fhen the Figura mus.t depart to the 
church, and Adam and Eve walk about Para­
dise ill honest delight. MtHiln <!h ll o, the de­
mons are to run about the sta.ge with suit­
abl e gestures, approa ching the Paradise from 
time t o time, and pointing out the forbidden 
fruit to Eve, as though persuading her to e at 
i t . 'l'hen the Devil 1s to come and addresS' 

It 
Ad8ll1. 

After t he s e ene in whieh Adam a.nd Eve ,eut the fruit ... 

tithe Figura comes a.gain . Adam and Eve hid,e 
in ,a corner of Pa.rad ise, and vthen culled upon 
stand up, not altogether erect, but for shame 
of the i r sin s omewhat bowed. and very sad . They 
are driven out, and an a.ngel with a. ra.diant 
s word is put at the gate of Paradise . The Pi~ura. 
returns t o thecbureh. It ·(tn) 

60 . Anderson, 1'1 " The Heroes of the :p~pet stat e, 100- 2 
61. Cruse, Amy., 'fne Golden Road In - glisE L.1:erature ,72 



We must help our boys and girl., too,. t ·o understand 

"hy" when t h e control of' the plays, 

(Ipas.sed over to the mun1.c.ipal . authorities , 
into the hands of lay fra.ternities, or, 
enerally and characteristically, into 

the hands of the town guil<b3 • • • • the 
ltU'lguage of the country took the place 
of Latin in the dialogues, either in paI't, 
or, in most cases, whol l y; II and why lithe 
acting became more dramatic" scenes tbat 
permi t ted 1 t were nltil.de mor~ real! at i c and 
scenes were ~nventE>d that were not in the 

11.>le story. ' (62) 

Here S01116 kno\vledge of guild oI"ganization and of the clos 

eonnection betwe en the guilds and the Church i s necessar'Y, 
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S'o that the young l~ea.ders may tUltlerstand why the plays were 

turned over to the guilds b'Y the Church and ho" t hey develop ... 

ed !n the guilds' hands . Y' e must make them awarel tO'O, of 

how, gra.dually, Howing t'O the inclemency 'Of the winter and 

spring :eather,11 there was s. tendency to shift thepl"odue-

tlon 'Of hese 'Outdoor performs-nces "from their proper sen-

Bon to a t ime when t hey could be performed and seen with 

greater enjo'YDlent, • •• • frequently.. • • • the high 

.feast ·0£ Corpus Christi. II (63) Here scme acquaintance with 

religiou s processions, especially with the ma.gnlflcent Ccr ... 

pus Christl Day proeessi(m, \I in which the Host 't/a$ earl'led 

t hrough ·the streets so as to make a. circuit 'Of the pariah 

62. Child , C . G.op. ,cit., xvii-xviii 
63. Ibid., xviii 
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or town, (64) would help inestimably to, reore8.te for oW' 

young people the atmosphere o·f the medl8.eval town on 8. 

festival d._y . If only we mdght sp1rit them al~ across the 

Bea ,on HI' • Douglas Fdrbanks t magic carpet" s.ome early morn-

1ng in latelrtay Grear17 June, and let them m1ngle with the 

Old World m.en and wOII'.len gathered, thrill1ng with impatienCe" 

to await; the 1'1).886(l:5e of tlle Host, t hat they might share the 

almost unbe&'l~able ectasJi a Ge:t>m$.n writel:' h a8 thus de8cribed:, 

tithe e1ty sh.i.t"rJ.mers in the sunlight, ra.i$­
ed high into the l1eave'N! ' on i.t$ bills 11k, 
a monstrance in upllfted hand$. It 1 e * gleam.­
ins s~1el.d with al~ve:r b,osaes,. ;',11th golden . 
pUi.n.ts r F'1z' ,m t h e . 'bell- ·tower'. eVel'ywh el'8 peal. 
f '.(n" th !lotltuma.s t Ijtragrfl:n(H~' r1 $es from the '$ur­
;r:'ound.ing woodlands and .fields. Mi sts curl l ike 
i ncense out of the V'a.ll ~l. , encirc11ng the 
heights .. ~~'1 thin 'the 01 t y a,. green ga:r'mentoi' 
moss and grass bides the gray store. In open 
squarf)s and at st.reet earner s alta.ra wait in the 
wa.r m Bunlight, silent pyra.ndds of color. Tapers 
flioY..er in rllaesive ca."tdlebra; red and blue em­
broide:t'ed t apeetr'ies- 'yei1 go~ den shrines ; 'beh1nd 
green festoons of1a.u...'!'>'61 dream t h e saints .. 

n'.L'he p{tOple stand wnitlng,· wh i:sper'lns, ~r ... 
mw.'ing. ,'·I'l-:.e sunlight is cau,ght and reflected by 
~ long row ot' hel:m~t$. Now' a.nd th.f.m th.e horses 
of' t ·he Ul ans st8J'tlP imp:o.t1 ently. 

t!Suddenly out of secret distanc~s rise's a 
chant, a.nd I'1,)'und the eorner comes a s quare ean­
opy-..-f1runing. embroidered i n gold~ rocking on 
its 'lofty poles; be,neath it t Mary enthroned, 
':i t h t he Child . She ~nilile $, but He~ very smile 
is a triumph •. 

64. Ibld. , xviii 



IIAnd tll.ose who to.JlowH.r~ uultlng and re­
joic1ngt bear the saints, who waver by 11ke 
s h ips on a proud$tree:n .. 

'tThe orowd is dumb; onl}1 th&lr eyes reflect 
the gold.,. splen40l."'. .A fever of expectation i8 
u.'}}on th81'4 .. 

ft1;'lnallY811ve'17 bells tinkle, swung by the 
handa 'of bO$ s , Il11lI'king the time of the. music; and 
So bQlde,ch1n r ounds the corner'. 'lhen cQilll1iands fly 
dO'.'nI the line of soldiers... And l ike a storm blast 
str1ldng calm wa.ters, 30 a wave of mot,ion Z'WlS 
thrwgh ·chf.l crowd and they sink to their knees, 
touching theil- breasts in pro.yer. 

"Violet co.s,aocks h.em. in the Eishop's ,sil­
ver' mantle . Cbo1l'" boys s v ing golden thu:r-1 bles. 
Surround ,')tl. try banners, shadowed by the soarlet 
baldachin, veiled in clou.ds of irJ.eens,e, God 

. burns within t he gle aming monstrance. 

n From. the na1"X'pw bJ.llues (1)[ the be.yoneta 
flakes of' lighta are s l:i.o '"erBd .. behind, com6. 
the ,S6 f:.:thing throng of black-clad, worshippers. 

"Again cowaands f ly do'.itD the. line of 
sol diers • •.. ~apono clatter. Tho tinkle o f the 
bel~a grows faint and fades., 'Tho sea of peo.w1e 
ri$ea ... -beaonu~s calL.'l ~ ... God has. pEl..e~ed by . * (65) 

5' 

As till' th.o "prolonged o.n.d universal V'08ue ot the 

M1racl~ Ple.y lt (6G) thutthey ,[11.1 und(,l,'at.and only 1J.' ,some.­

bow, they get the insight into the times 'fihich produced it 

that Victor Branfordh~ 'rhQ M.or~li tl Pla.ye.nd I t.a hev! val 

glves to. ll18.tura l"eadors. Yr.Eranfor d \'~rite$ as follows: 

65 ", 'Goes., Gustav, 

66. Branford, V., 

8amJ;H'tx=g Qcmi;8cbe 31<1,4, ,*,r 
~': Jl:nd(i;r . 1Uid '!'rauuw, 40 ... 2 

~~t6)rpretntions and For.seaate, .142 



I'lill the 1IIu.S6um attached to the 
Oper.aRouse 1n P!.U'is ma.:y be seen a model 
of the stage of 11 Mystery Play. In the. 
cent~I'e is Heaven, v,' ith God s,aated on the 
thro,ne ot judgment surrounded by angelll 
and sainte. On his right is Earth, and 
on h1s lef't .1s the 140uth of Rt}ll , \7i th 
the Dev1lc~1"11nt; off vlctims to tortue • . 
S~,tirue. the three stages were arre.nged 
one above the other , ·t.lJ.us making a. wet-king 
mod.el of' the Un1ver's6 as ltnown to med'1'ke:v8JL 
cosmologists. The theat re was tinlS a micro­
cosm 0·1.' the r .sal wor l d of space • TheM1r­
acle Play i tealif' epitomised what waer leno 
of the origin, hi s tory and destiny of m.e.l1_ 

"Of the Miracle Plf.l:Y there 'tiere 
llitmy varie,tles·, and f r om ,a comparative 
study ot' these we lllt1Y construct the 'type' 
of the spe~ies. rrhis dra:natic t ype was 
built up on t he following linea. It began 
1.11 th a scene in Heaven. GQd Alrlie;hty Him-
self appeared on the stage and explained. 
his system of' physiCS, moral ~and met$.-
,lh:ys:1o'S for the e;overr.lInen:t of' the wOl~ld. 
Here ~as presented to the popular mind a 
:'1ox'king version of" the pe.triarchal phil-
osO;phy of tlle idea.l: Ood as the perfect 
and 'omnipotent Po.thel' . But (u.ntil modern 
t1me&) no culturo 'Uus conrl.. tiered adequate 
Nitbout a theory of' ev11-- its or 1&in.., 
its Dftturo .s.nd e1'feo t n, and. its counter­
action. The Miracle Play, .faithful to the 
patriarchal tr~di tiona J sh owed evil as dia­
()oodience to God; and the theory (-las natur ... 
tl.lly illustrated by the Yi ~ible ej ection of 
Satan f rom Heaven. 'Jlha ne.xt scene would as 
nat.ur a lly be laid in 1i(~11~ The DoVil- a conlie 
as well S3 a wiCked chars.cte.r,,-·NO'.:tld 'be seen 
oCllllPlaining t hat the he at ~<l dll·t of the 
100'\'er region.$ '<are ruining Me oompl(;):'Xion. 
Ea.ch scene, was ( .!'inC!: t h i $ is a vi tal point J 
a {~o'llaetive per fO!"ln€tnoe , organized, staged 
l:Uld played by one of t~he cr~ft guilds. 'I'h$ 
Hell soene was customar1 l y a.llotted to. th'8 
oooits-- tbe middle &g~ ,"~6 fcn" Cbt'ie t,1an 
e:urope t h e boyhood of bumor. FQllo1.1l1ng the 
S.cen~s showing the ! Qrigin. pl.trpos6' and working 

1 

\ 
'\ 
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of Hell i n the s ·ch eme of thlngs,. would 
come t he GaI ' dGTl 0 f Eden. God convers-
ing \vith Adam and Eve in Uncloth ed inno­
cence, ga ve opportunity to set forth 1n 
dial,ogue the story of Creation-- the build­
ing of 8un, moon and stars , . of the Ea.rth 
wi th a l 11t;sp18.nts tmd aniIllals,culminat,. 
ing in the making of man- ... and fina lly o . .f' 
.oman, with the implication t hat in the 

making of Eve, the cr own had been set upon 
d 's ereat .ive work . The insight of Burna 

into the significanc e of 'lJatu.I'c'S oI'der of 
r eatl <Jn was anticipa.ted by the med:!. aeval 

playwrlght:--

' Her prentioe hand she tried on man, 
An t· then sh e made tho la.s S6 8 ~ O. t 

II Ii) Next, the lemptatlon end t he Fall 
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into Sln, presentad wi th drama tic realism, supple­
lilenteo. the theory of evil w1 th a theory of 'j'J hat 
is Imd mu s t r emain to mUll the most interesting 
of all phenomena- .. and therofore the most clrunant 
for Intorpretution--the phenomenon of Sex . After 
t he expulsion from the garden paradise of pre-sex­
ual innocence, 1;iould f o.'. l ow a sueco's·sion of scenes 
depleting fallen lfumanlty 1n trav a il for i t s Re­
deemer. The g;;reat events in t he history of the 
~JOrld- ... the deluge, the life of the patl'iro:chs , 
Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt" the 
declar:lation~ of the Prophets, the deeds of the 
Sail1ts~ etc ., ""ler e shown a s incidonts in the 
scheme of divine punishment for sin, but a lso, 
as stages in the process: of divine hederolpti on: 
altogether a moral dra."natization of world his-
tory . And jus t a s the Rell s cene was allot ted to 
the cooks, the scene of t he Deluge , wi th the 
ouild i n o of the ~'.rk, r,Quld Le a.l lotted to the 
shipwrights. :Lively dialogne was expected between 
NOlOn and h i $ wife: she angry because her curiosity 
as t o the purpose of the ark was n ot satisfied t i ll 
the l ast moment ... - the mome nt of entry , orhen i t s 
purpo .':' o could no l onger be c once aled . In 1'01a11e.­
tion, she scoffed at Noah for taking a hundred years 
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to build what was a fter all ()nl~ a b ig b arge ,!, She 
sn owed her contempt of such small public a f fairs aa 
the universal Deluge by posit i vely declining t o enter 
t.he Ark until she haa had tLm to go and pack her 
trunks ! 

u 
S-Olnet1mee the number of the seenes would 

run into 'nearly a hundred, and the whole play ta.ke 
a week to perform, goin g on all day . Most of the 
episodes weI e illustI'at i~e of th~ life-history ot 
.Tesus-- towards '''Jhich climax all antec edent h.tstory 
c onstituted 'libe preliminary and preparatory steps. 

t every p->int idealism Vias supported against a 
ba.ck-ground of real!s:ll . The moral tension was re­
liev ed by frequent hUl110r . There 1J'lfH'6 s t ~) ck char­
acters of comic type like Herod, the bombastic 
bureaucrat ; Pontius Pilate, the garrulous, bibu­
lo.us and amorous nHlgistra.te. 'rhere would be a 
scene depicting the descent into H·ol1 a f ter the 
ol'uciflxion. Sat an is mightily perturbed v;hen he 
sees Je sus entoring Bell as a Deliverer ~ Then 
hearing Jes us declare h1s tnten.tion of' delivering 
from Hell only the good , Satan is re-assur6d, and 
0oneoles himnelf '1'11 th the remark tha t there 'l'fill 
be plenty left 1 'L'hls scene, called the Har rowing 
of Hell, opemed, in the Ym?k cycle, with a speech 
from Adam. He d1scerna. a beam of light shoVlil'l-8 i n 
the distance, and Vlorners what it :portends . Eve 
divines the situation with a woman s wit . '.rho 
light she seS3 1!'l from the a.dvancing Chri st and 
she a llUounces that the hour of their deliverance 
is at hand. Adant then gives vent t.o an orat i on 
e xpres s ing his x'ellef at the prospect of release 
fr om Hell after 4,600 year's of inoarcerationl The 
TUddle Ages were precise in their chronology . 'l'he 
closing scenes show d the Ascent into Heaven~ 
t.hen the Crov:ll,ing of Mary, the Re turn of Jesus t o 
judc;e the quick end tht, dead, tto combus tion of the 
"'orld, rand the gatb.eT'in~ ot' the good i nto Pnradi se. 

"Are we not now' i n a po si tion t .) answer 
our question a~ the prolonged and univer s al vogue 
Qf the Mirac l e Play? In s llimnary, 1111'18. t it dld was 
this .. It gave the story o f Man, beginning with 
his innocent joy in Nature' 8 garden of delight; 
;1":.en the temptation of sejt and the fall from prim-
al perfection i nto sin . It s howed the long his­
toric struggle fo r I'edeiuptiou, ult:i.:nately achiev­
ed by the 8upl'eille sacl'ifice of a saintly herQ; 
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it rounded off it s. c'(>llception . of' Li fe by 
the idealization of lioman aM the elevation 
of 1i1an" I t was more than History dra.matl zed; 
it \";f£l,S tl'...e ph:1l030phy of histor y ideali2ed~ 
but l~ept roa1 and corY'elated V'fi t h Cosmography-­
for the stage, as we bave .Seen, WU$ more than 
a s'Ytrlbol , 1 t WIlS a model of the kno y;n world. 
The Mystery Play, in short, was the mediaeval 
epic of Man played upon a background of real­
istic Nature . 

llTr.e mediaeval theatre \7(iS thus at 
once a place of amusement and S i~hool of Culture. 
It ,"!aa the Music Hall of its day a.nd at t he 
s rune tiUle--in conib inatlon wi th the a ssoci ated 
cathedral-- t he people' 8 University .. The play 
was interspersed. !;~i th !wr~ grave and ga,y . But 
the lyric n ote was 30unded in due subordi na t1on t o 
t he epic . So, too, while the humorous and cOl71ie 
na tive was included, it was subordinated to the 
tragic~ and the INhale 'Me,s blended, by its domina ­
ting super-natu!'ul reference, into trle higher uni ty 
of a Divine Comedy. If Dante had not existedt he 
would. h,i ve had to be invented, as t h e consuruma ting 
po-et of the middle ages. 'I'hus e. mea.ning end a mess­
age was given to lif o, to hi story and the war ld. 
i~nd so we hfW6 a. form of Hr;~usement essentially re­
creative in all snnses, because it unifies the d1s­
pe:rsive ~lements of personality bes i d e s. giving in­
terest or ectasy to the passing hour. 

n 
In Ari s totle t s theory of tlle drruna, 1 t 

is the fun·ction of tragedy to make us i'orget our 
petty personal c i:..res, to purify us by the emotions 
of pity a nd terror. .:hat vIas the theory or the 
monks Vlho 'i'Jrot e the 1~y8tery Plays and of' the c ra.fts­
men who played them, we do not J:'.now , or whether they 
h ad. one at all. But in their practice they used :tot" 
purification and ennoblement not only the emot~ion8 
of pity and terror but also those of hope and joy. 
but the hi storieal sit;:;nificance o f the tliracle 
Play i s mainly lo s t if we do not realize that its 
triumph lay ins'tl.pplyiI1L the i t:di vidual with dram ... · 
atic emotion by m,:.tkln g history real, vi tal, con­
temporaneous and prophetic . And tl:erein lay the 



secret a/cooperation betw.een mediaeval 
. Church and s.tage . 1"'01' it wa.s the work of 
the Chul"ch to a i'ja w a lmmhow, whoever his 
.fa.th~.i\ or. mother' might be, he CCluld. .still. 
eh oo sa h iaown parents ~ The good eA.tho~ 
li'c ljlelected his pedigr-oe from the cal­
endar of saints. The Jt.ti.:r:'aele Play was the 
lay version of the cm.ll"ch lituJ·gy .• In 
their division of la.bor ~ the one stressed 
the epic l':Ind the oth.er tho lyric note jbu.t 
for both; the life of the i hdl vidual waIl 
a p~rt played in the dI'ama o f the race- .. 
~ canto in the Divine Comedy . 

"Par two to 'three centur'ies the 
!4iraCile Play held the ct ti (~ s and the vill­
ages. In the fifteenth centu:ry it began t o 
lose its hold. In the sixteenth it 'fIas t"one. 
Galileo's telescope had looked into the 
s tarI'Y' spaces a.nd fai l od. to find Heaven jUBt 
whe:ce theologiru1s had locat?d it . Unii'ol'mity 
of belief had departed . People took sides 
on the question as they still do . Somese.ld 
te lescopes di d not see far enough or deep 
enough •. He aven WilS there all right, t hough 
the as.b'onomers could not s ee it . Ot hers 
said theologians had done to the Heaven of 
the poets wh~t the geographers had done t() 
the Island 'utopia of S'(j.Bren,d~1.n. 1'h is they 
bad insert(';lO in their maps o f the Atlantic 
Ooean, t hereby Induci,ng the Governments of 
Spain and PQ,rtugal to, resort to a treaty to 
dec ide it ownershipl Others ,r.LO li'16Ver 1 .sidd 
Heaven and Hell :'ere but . devices of priests 
and women., · of priest~) to terrorj.ze the bad 
and e~a.lt the go od ; of 1rlOmen to encourage and 
reward lovers and their children, or repel and 
punish them. 

"Here, then, was a new body of know­
ledge, new conceptions of the world which art 
and liter::rtu.re must needs take uCcmmt of . The 
Draml:1. S0"n adapted 1 tself to t l'lP. ohanged si tua.­
tion; t h e MOl" aJ.ity Play Wl!\S born of the new ad ... 
jU$tment. And the address of Heaven being 
tempor ari ly lQ st, its high personages were re-
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pla oed Qn the stage by the abs tract fig­
ures JU$tice,Virtue,Truth, and the like . 
Uncertainty attachln0 also tb the l atitude 
of Hell, the Devil and h:l.s attendant evil 
spiri ts were replac,ed by personifications 
o.f Vlce ,Intemperance, etc. The same tend­
ency to abstrao~lon substituted for the 
visible model universe, which the f;ltage of 
the, Miracle Play i taelf constituted, person­
ified stage figures ca.lled Astronomy, Geo­
graphy, etc. (l'he proce ss of abstraction '.':Ient 
even fu r t her; 1 t replacet:i the e..'fternal ob­
jective paradise b:.v an inner vis i on of the 
ideal. (6'7) 
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The Morality Play! which f<d:r. . Branford dtBscrlbes as the 

succes eor' to the Miraele PIny, dcm~nds less bac"k,ground on 

the part of our young render's than its predecessor'; in fact, 

little beyond an understanding of the mediaev&l love of 0.1-

legory u.lreac1y I~ontioned in c .. mnect.ion with the discussion 

olf the Nun I '8 Priest IS t a.le- - that delie;htful medi!leval 

quali ty that led to personif~ying everything nnd that has 

l eft so rich a trail in the arta . '! 'h 'PVAT'Vln,gn .: e sermon~ 

preaclles .is obvious. '1'0 quo te from the Publish.er 's Note 

in the adj. tlon of the play lllu str'atec1 by John Austen: 

"Fa.shions change, even in the observances of the faith; but 

the h.Of:lrt of ma.'1, as h~) draws n6$.1" to hiS" supremo ordeal, is 

as s ailed by the same hopes and £e .9. '· s and aspirations from 

go to age, in every language, upon every a.hore • •. • • The 

103son is simple '_md ingenuouf:' enouGh, but time cu:mot with­

eI' nor custom f ade 1 ts infinite vex'aci ty. II (l68)) Yet in 

67 . Ibid. , 142-50 , 
68 . Everf1!:lan and Other:?l aYfl, Decorated bZ J ohn 

[1.t1stentPubl isher ~ , Note. 



readlng Everyman as Q play, we fllUSt see its characters 

not B..B dull abstr action s but as living breath i ng human 

beings . Deatb is easy enoug~ t o i magine ; we have s e en 
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it personi fie d so often. Even Ood and the Angel, Everyman, 

FellO'l: s h ip, Klndred, Rnd Cousin we . can picture . But GoodS 

and Good- Deeds, s.trength, Di s cretion, Five "' its, Beauty ,Kno 
t1 \1· 

ledge and Confeseion. aI'e not so re s.dlly s een . Here an 

acqu ai n t ance with allegery in its more obv1 .. JUs fOI'm- - in 

pic tures end sculpture- can help U9 I fOl' on church porch 

ruld por~al, in the rich beauty of windov and 11 1umin~ tion 

and t tl elicacy of fresco,. tho artis ts of the Middle .Ages 

have p1ctul-ed fo:£' us over and over again t he Seven Deadly 

Si ns and the Seven Virtues, Faith , Hope and. Charity, tbe 

Last Ju df,,'1nent nnd all the rest . Modern artists t110, ~ike 

John Austen and Thomes Derrick, have il lustrRted edl tlona 

o f EvoX'yi.nan 'i',ith pictures that he l p gr eatly to tell t h< 

atorY. T\ ese .Jur· :,pung peopl e o \l;-..,ht to know. 

'I'he difficulty of reacting such spe cimens o f English 

"' Iraele Pl ays as are accessible is incr eased net only by 

the unfHmili~i t-y of the lang'J.f.ir,8 bu t by t he fact th~1t 

t h ese text s contain 1i ttle or nothi n b in the .,~ti1., ' of stug.e 

direction s . In this they do not, of cours e, differ great-

Iv f r om a Shakespeare play, -;vhich put s some''fhat the sume 

burden of ima2;inat. ive creation on the reader, except t hat 

Shakespeare's lines are often mo r e successful in creating 

scene and mood t h an a ny st a ge arti s t ;;ith all the resources 

01' the .modern theatre at his co::rnmand . At i ts b est$ the. 
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play fQl"m 1s dIff1cult for young reader s. Ideally, ot 

c ourse,th e Miracle Plays, li.ke all other plays studied, 

should be seen. Yet we cannot take all our studonts to 

Salzburg or Berlin to see Moiss1 play, Everyman, nor bring 

'the Ben Greet players to them. The,,. cannot all see The 

Mi.ncle nor Ma,eterllnck f s Sister' Beatrie~, which tells 

the same story, nor even The Green Pastures, which so - -- -

. strikingly 1.l1ustrates the primitive imagination at ' work, 

reconstructing Heaven and the early world in the terms of 

i t s own limited e~perience. 

So h ere as ,eleewhe.re we llJl1st· make shift; to help our 

boys and 6irls wi th the vicarious experience of books" 

I.f they know what life. was like in the Middle Ages, 1t' 

they have, even i n a small way, entered into the m.edia .. 

eval mind, the task Qf r e - creating these plays from. the 

bare lines will no t be too g;reat. 

4. A Summary 

To sum up the knowledge t ,htit would help a young 

person approaching Chaucer and t he Mediaeval Drs.ma, we 

find it is as tollOW8~ 

First, an understanding of chivalry; of teuda11sm, 

not only as the latter atff:'cted the knight and the baron, 

but as it affected the villein by its organizatiQn of 

agricultural life j and of the slow emergence of the towns, 

the ene.mies of the teudalsystem, '111 th their organization 

of i nduf3try and trade under t he guild ... 
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Second, an understiiilnding of mediaeval rell.gian and 

the mediaeval church and espec,iall:y, o.:f such manifestatiQns 

of rellg10u,s interest a5 the Crus~de~,pilgr1nl9.gels .. and re­

l igious plays, the mediaeval attitude toward t beJe'ma,. alld 

t he deYo t.iollof all -sorts and · condi ti ong of men t o Mary, 

Quee,n of He aven . 

Third,soro.e knowltH:ige of the learn ing of the Mi ddle 

Ages, s ,ch.ools~ ithe universities, and the p.r ofessi ons such. 

as medicine .smd the law .• 

F'ourth , a ge'neral eoneeptlon of daily life in castle, 

town dwelling,. and cottage. 

Fifth, an awareness of the dlffel'encein the physical 

Q$pect o'f the ceuntry a t that t ime . 

Sixth, spe<;iflc i nformation concerning the llorman 

eonques.t, t he Hundred Ye·a I's' War, the Bla ck Death, the 

Peasant s' Revolt, and Wycliff an.d the Lollards . 

Seventh and l ast" a previous acqu .al ntanea wi th the 

Bible s tor ies, som'a saints' legends, the' romances and 1'0 ... 

mance heroes , fmd with allegory 1n its more obvious fot'ms 

in p-alnting ands.culpture: 
~~ , ' 

" ' .. 
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V. Building a Background with hooks 

1 . Introductory 

One question still remains: "Can the information 

that we have found t o be necesso:ry · and helpful in read­

ing Chaucer and the Mediaeval Drruna be gained f r om avail­

able story books?" 

Yes, and no. Some periods and some phases of media­

eval life have especially attracted creative writers. 

There are innumerable romnntio tales of the noble knight 

who f ights against mortal enemies to win a. fair lady; or, 

i n books for younger readers , of a. lad aspiring to- knight­

hood \fho is charged with avenging the wrongs of his father 

by defeating the recreant th:3.t has long been his father's 

foe . From the best of these, young peoplecnn get a very 

vivid pioture of chivalry, not as it waB idealized in the 

rOUl/mees DU. t as it worked out in overy dsy life; of the 

feudal relationship between vassal and over lord and be­

t ween lord and serf; of life in the castle and in the 

peasant's hut; of' feudal obligatione and feudal warfare, 

with 1ts plunder and its r ansoms; and of the outlaws, 

t llOse r ound pegs in the .squnre holes of the feudal system. 

'I'here a.re fewer books r e .. creating life in the media­

eval town and t ho probl ems, t t.e outlook, and the gradual 

development of the mi ddle class-- the craftmen and merchants.. 
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This phase of l1fe 1s less obviously picturesque than the 

pageantry of knighthood or the romance of the "Merry 

Greenwood"; therefore, for a long time it was less appe al-

in~ to writers of stories . Yet it is signifi cant that such 

books as t here are in whi ch craftsmen and guildsmen play 

an important part, are, for the most part, books of reeent 

date . rrhus we may hope that in time t h e romance ,of trade-­

of "Pepper! Perfuinc! "Whaatt !l (1), a s one writer terms it--

may find .its way into readable stories as frequently as the 

more patently pieturesque r omance of chIvalry. 

Incidentally one gets, from some of'these books describ­

ing cast4,e li f e and t own life and life in the green wood. a 

sugge s t i on of the way religion permeated life .in the Middle 

Ages. One f ace t or a...'loth er of church organi zation, too,. is 

frequently described qui te inCidentally; and one heur s, al-

so, of ecclesiastical courts, of the monastery a s refuge, as 

school, 01' 9.S inn, of the churcbman ·as a feudal overlord 

or vassal, of t he devotion to Mary, the attitude t oward 

the Jetl'{s'l the mi litary tl orders u, and $0 forth . Tbese 8ub-

jects can , for the most pa r t, be treat ed only incidentally 

in stories, especially in stcries for Children. further­

more , writing of conditions in the mediaeval Ohurch pre­

sents a real di f fioult,... To represent all the people of 

1 . Hewes, Agnes Danforth Swords on the Sea 
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the ftild(lle Ages as a.rdent. pious, truly Christian 1n all 

that t h a t t a.rm imp11es" WQuld be essential ly untrue to 

human natw'e;and yet" in attempt1ng tQ d.epict the eVils 

into \r~" 1ch some ehurdunen tell, the mere IIp service, the 

hypocrisy that mAsked as ~ealou.s .f'e.lth in order to take 

advantage ,of' the credulous, 1 t 1$ tar too fHUI·Y to .dve 

young people th.e idea that there was no 81nc t~1'1 ty" no 

tru.e and 'l;ender d.evot.lon) no peal d.e41cattl')p,; Qf' ·'Self to 

the Pattler's bus1nes$, no pree1ou.s and oOlJ.l!ortlns assurance 

of Ri s promi se'l "r.o, I am "Vith you al1'iays even unto the 

end of the world. Ij 

Of thepart1cu.19.I' manifeatations of l'ellg10'Us ardor 

that· were Cha.l'tlctal:'lstl0 of the tUddle Ages" t ho Crusades 

have attrac ted. the gr eatest number ot: writers.. Yet there 

i s l.i t tle ma.te1" ial t hat s ultgests ·the struggl e ,against the 

Mohammedans elsewhere than· in the Holy Land it self . A$ tor 

the mEH~1 aevlll p11grimage--that is an a lJrio st u.ntouc hed field; 

and produotions of miraole plays Mve been s.l m.ost a s eo:ro.­

plat.ely 19nor6d.. 'there are., h o\\'s ver , num-erous mod..-rn Pl&y8 
~ . u 

wrl tten in 1mi tation of t he media.eva.l myst eries "" tlM1racles ,. 

.nd i·m.or'a.1it1es It " the rea~.1ng or actl n6 of t'lhleh might .help 

Y'fY'J.ng pe9ple t o gatn ~me und ~.!"~t9.n{,Un6 of' th~ ~arly re11fl. 

lous pla.ys; and some few incidental d escriptions of the 

mediaeval plays can be found .. 

Mediaeval learning, t oo, and mediaeval educat ion have 

been but spareely desoribed. The educational system tha.t 

was Inherent in chlvalrYt of c.oUl'se, 1s well p07traye.d in 
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many stories; 8lld such books & '8 deal with the towns and tbe 

gu11de 00, in ~art'I' eue;g9!!t t}':l~ &duoat1~:n or th@ eraftt!man . 

The monas.tery sehool is incidentally 'mentioned in qu1te a 

nunlber of: ,st,or1ss, but the mediaeval university, thol.l.zh an 

interesting topl'o, has been quite consistently ignored by 

write'rs of fiotion. Among media.eval IIlen of learn ing, the 

alchemist usually appears in stories all a mere charl,stan or 

a deluded searoher for t:he "philosopher' e stonefl or rOT' some 

other method of making gold; and 1,t is a ralle.f to f i nd an 

ocoaSional plc:ture of him as the tl~ue .eltmtlst or the Mid­

dle Ages" seeking by experiment to gain new knowledge" 

Mediaeval lawyel~send doctors, too, &rf) only ocoa.sionally 

deseribed and then, too often,s.& far f rGf{! 8.dmirable. 

1.no'identa.l,. too, !tI'e desoriptions of thfj dlstlnet1v8 

features ot da.ily l1.fe t Qf costume and lU.I!U'l.net's and customs .. 

and Gf the phyeicl!!l aep~():t of the. ~i),*p..trteJ!. in which the 

!lction tskes place. 

As 1'01' tne sps'cj.f1c infol':l1lat1an concerning; events .of' the 

fourt eenth o~ntur,,--that can be gathered i'r'O!ll an~ 0 1' 9.11 of a 

group of $tori,es Qf Ch$ueer"s awn times, of '.vhich ~ 2!!& 
Cuckoo', the most x'eeent, If;! by far tbe bes f: » 

'he stories mediaeval people knew ere in pnrt readily 

acceSSible, espeoiall, the romtil11oea. One is a:pt to t hink. tha~ 

of C '-l 'J:l.I<Se,. children know the Dibl e stories, but 41. te,st in an,. 

ordinary class room quiokly :puts an end to such f:l euppos1 t1on, 

for 1 t is the l'e.re student who 1'(fcognizes mOT'S than tho most 

.obvious 'B1 blioal a l l'U.8ions. It 1 ~ unfool'tunate tbat the B1 hI. 

Is not r ead Q.8 literature i n the publie schools; or since the 
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public schools do not make use 'Of this 11 terary trea'sure 

hous,e" that the church-schools" Sunday schools, and denom~ 

inational Q,r 1nterdenorninational Bible clubs cannot give 

~h~ir yO'UJlg people , that b!l.ckgronntl, which 1s certainly as 

essent ial t ,Q the educated man, whatever his creed, as are 

the a,reek myths wes,till so painstakingly teaoh. Whatever 

our praqtlee, the bible storl~'sareaccelil,sible J hoVt'ever;, 

no,t 1:1ke the sa.J.nt s" legends, whl eh are dirt'i cuI t , to' find 

in :8' readable fO,rm,. Bt ,.;(!ll 'a.ncis of' 1\.8'8:11.81, oT course, and 

St .. J()an of ATc h8V~ ha,d inn'Wl\@I'aole blogl'apherfh But there 
I 

ar'e few Qther steT'ies of the livos of tho suints that a.re 

writ t fJn to appeal t 9 the ch ild re€:\.de1"; &nd the chaJ'1ll1ng 

legends .of th(~ m~racles 0r Our Lady and other glamorQus 

" Ii Golden legen<is have long beQn ignored 'OY creative writ.ers . 

Here is a field that mi ght well appeal t o authors aru(ious t .o 

add worth-while ma:terial to th e literature of youth. 

,~ * -!l' ~.:-. "'i'1 

I am appending a bo,oklist which, like 0.1.1 book lists , 

hss i'! s1ns of omission andeomrnlss1on" , (2) to quote Mis s 

Logas a of the Chicago 'University High School., whose reading 

list for histury classes, has given me many suggestions fop 

my own r eading. I Can only' say that my list hRa grown out 

2 . Logaaa,Hanne.h, Historical Fiction and otJ' er Reading 
Hefel"ences for HistoMi .C'las s es in 
~l.U11or ' and ~enior ~U '~ ~ehools, 11. 
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of wide r .e ading in this pal"t l cu1.ar field ; that I M :ve tried 

t o. i nclu de only the Dest books that deal with each pha.s e of 

t he life I run s eeking to illustrate; and tha t' l '?'here there 

-is l ittle illustrative material, I have h ad perforce to' 

include b ooks that have les8 value as literature tha.n 1s 

de s irable. ;·'ie can but hope that a s time goes on tbe~e may 

be replaced b y books of a hiGher qu:'!' lity that !t.ive the same 

information. 

To make this r eacting function effectively, of course , 

teachers wh o use the list mU~Jt themsl3lve~ be acquainted 

ith the books their students are reading, m.ust be able t o 

"point" thp readil1g with suggestions, to help fit this bit 

and that b1t of information each :voung reader acquires 1nt(;) 

its pla ce in the complete picture of the times, must know 

"'hen recourse t o a z'eadable his tory of the period will help. 

ere desultory 1'8s.ding, which 1. e what so much of our "out­

ide reading tl is. nO~'l , all too often results in a mere hodge 

podge of info,!'mat ion and of 8. fe w vague impressions all too 

briefly- r e tai ned. Or cour :2·6, if' OUI" Ob ject in requiring nout_ 

Il 
side reading ia merely to stimulatE'i people to read, any 

"bait" is perruis.sible. But t oo many of our high school boys 

and g i rle are already omll.ivorolls readers, gulping down 

story after story- and forget ting one as fast 8JS they read 

ano tr.er . PO I' these, tIe sh ould make readine, :mor' e than & mere 

drug or a s eries of vicarious t hr1lls . The l,u l "Ka.ukee Public 

Library' s Reading ~ !. Purpose pr ogrrun has a suggestion 
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t ,or teaehers, of high school English. And if our purpQae 

is, a.'a it is here, to build a baokground tor the creative 

t -oadl ng of a particular '·classic" we should have e.s var1ed 

and as appealing a l1st of books far tba't particular pur­

~ose as Is possible. 

'2 . A Book11st 

Adan).s, Henry. 

Mont - Saint-!Uchel and Cbartres. 

Boston, Houghton },f.J.fflin Co ,. 1 191;5, pp . 401. 

A book suitable only tor the mature 
st-udent, unsurpassed as a study of' the re­
ligious spirit of the Middle Age. eltpre98-
lng i teel! in the arts., !fS,e.v'en eerituries 
dissolve and vanish away, being as they 
were no t , and the thirteenth gentury lives 
less for t\S tha.n we live in it and ere a 
part of its g~lety and light heartednes'S~ 
its youthful E),rdour and ,abounding aot:ton, 
its childll1te sim.plicity and frankness, its 
nOl'lUel and healthy and all embracing devo ... 
tion . 1/ (3 ' . . 

derson, Madge. 

'l'he · Hero.as of the Puppet Stage . 

New York, H!iU'oourt Brace & 00 • • 1923, pp .420. 

A m.ass of excellent informati on, 
inter estingly present,ad and dlf'f i cult t o 
find elsewhere: the Saint Geol'ge story,. 

' par t of tbe Ctarlemagne cycle, the story 
of Doctor li'aust, and the development of 
1't}i r acle and morality plays in nWooden 
Saints and Mari;y:rs It . . 

3. Adams, Henry, Mont - Saint-M1chel and Char'tI'ea,. vii 



71 

Baldwln, JQ1es. 

Story of Siegfrl ed.,. 

Newl"ork , Chlolrles Seribner' s Sons, 1930, pp.30e. 

Stories of Aeglr~ Ealder.,Idun and Thor 
are interspersed. . 

BarrinRton, E. 

The Kino and the Lady In The Gallants . 

Eos ton, The Atla.nt1eMontbly Pl?e8S~ 1924J pp . 308. 

A vivid but brief recreation of I1f'e at the 
court O'f Henry Pl antagenet, who marriod Ele&no'r ror 
her broad lands in Aqultaine but loved Rosemonde d 0. 
Cliff ord. and tried l1nsucc.essfully ·to hide her 1n 
safety 1n the !IUl'ze at Woodstock . 

Begb1e J Ha.:rold. 

Rising Dawn- A '1'8.16 which tells the Adv entul'ee, 
Journeys, und Love Story of Andrew Mallet,Some 
'l'lme Squire to the Duke of Lancaster . 

lolew York, Ge orge H. DQran Co . J 1913, pp . 319. 

A sGrilevrha.t slow-moving and at time~, rather 
incoher ent tale of John of Gaunt's squire, Andre" 
Mallet, who meets the poet Chaucer when first he 
001116S to t h e bQuse o f hl ~ patron, fails to Qccom­
plish the. miss,loB on which John of Gaunt sends 
him, and finally comes in contact with John 
Vyclif, one of whose "russet priests" h e later 
becQ:m.ea . \"'I a get a vivid sense of what Wyeli!' 
did and what he taught, and an understanding 
of the Lolla.rds and t h e dissatisfactions out 
of whicb grew l' eliglous protests, a s ~fall as a 
realistic ra.ther t Lan romantic picture of daily 
life, feudf.l. l lJ1arfa.I'e, ransom . ella so fOil"th.. 

Belt and Spur- s tories of the Knights of the Middle 
Ages trom the Old Chronicles, witl1 Sixteen Illum-
inations . . 

London,Seeley & Co. 18S9;pp . 298. 
Il 

COlltait'..s among otr~er stories of battles 
and tournament s ... .. . dra.Wn from the pages ' 
of the o,l d chronicles ·.end t o l d &8 the chronicle. 
t e,l l them; sometL.es in an abride,ed an.d condens­
ed form, but as far as possible, in the spirit 
and :style of the ,;riginal • •• the s~tor,. of 



Coeur: de Lion't s Crusade; taken t'.r?om the 
" ~t iPlerQr:.,. of !\icbard the First' ;by 
(~eoffroy Vlnsauf; the deed$ o.t the Scot­
tish Knights. ,in the reign of P~dward the 
Third .related b y Jean LeBel, . the chron­
:iel~r whose "'rork .vaS S.o largely bor:r~wed 
by Fro1s,sart; the J ousts of' st . lng.hel­
berth • .' • QfUICr ibed by Pro issart him-
8elf~ and the. liiattle at Poi.t1e·;r$ " •• 
told as the Ch andos Herald relates it in 
his rhyming ~ .. l,.lfe of the Black P~inee t • 

Phe 11lu;st';ratlons aX's mainly ada.pted f I 'QJl1 

illu.minated ,manuscripts in ·the Briti.sh 
Mu.se~. " (4) 

Bolton,. !1(Y. 

&b.adow. of the 'C:r.own-- A StOl"'Y. of Malt s. 

New York , Longm.a:n~ Green 81' Co." 1931,. pp.268-

The defense of Mal tab]! th~) Kni ghts 
Qf Saint John of Jerusalem: agaIns t the 
Tur k s, which again saved southern Europe 
from the p~ri l of the Moluuamed.ans Wl1crm. 
Christendom has ' struggled against so long­
t old graphically in the stor y of l~!'ancls de 
Kaderos, a fourteelll year-~old lad forced on 
the K.ni~l;hts as Knigl1t CormnBlldel' by ?hilip 
of Spain. 'l'hough lat e fer' tile Mi ddle Ages, 
it is one of the l1lO$t ,vivid accounts of 
the . organ i jl!,a t ion and ' the aocomplishment,s 
o f the Jl.'l.ili tary o.rders. 

I}olton , I vy. 

'£he You.ng Kni ght. 

Eoat on,Pa&e Co ., 1923 . 

. 1Jafense. of F.hod es by the 1l98p~ tallers; 
1'ioslem a t tempt t o overrun .i!iuFope; gOOd (aater" 
inl 011 the '.Mi llts1'Y Orders ,~ tl (5 ' 

4. iBel t and Spur , xi-xl1 
5.<o \~gasa,H ., '0£ • . c1,'t., 33 
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Bu1f~nch, Thomas. 

Age of Chivalry or Legends, of Ktng Ar t hur . 

Boston,!,.o,throp$Lee and Shepa:r& Co . , 1B84, pp.404. 

King Art hur stories" sel 'eetions fl~om the 
ablnogeon, and storie s of' Richard I, Robin 

Rood, Chevy ChBse, the .Ba.t tle o f Otter'bourn~, 
arid Edllard the Black Pl'lnce .. ,..1.n:teresttng tn, 
m.ater ial but not lnterestlngl, told. 

BuJ.t'inch, Thomas. 

Legends of Charlemagne. IllUstrated by N.G . Wyeth. 

l~ew York , Cosmopolitan Book Corporation, 1924 , pp . 9'73 . 

SomeY/hat dull and protty in 6t~; 1e, t h ough the 
magnifioent ~,yeth illustrations i n part make u p fo r 
the tediousness of tl1.estory-tell.er. 

Yl"ne, Donn. 

Crusade . 

Boaton, Littl e, Brown & Go . , 1927 ... 1928, pp . 250. 

i\' story of the Boly Land, e s pecially of 
Arab 11fe in Palestine, duriuethe Sixth Crusade, 
suitable for older readers only. It differs from 
!l'lO$t other Crus~de stories in thnt it sno,:":s only 
the useall1yslde ' of theseexpedit1aus . A yaun 
Norman- Irish knight, afte~ a prolonged captivity 
among Saracens, who ezhibit all the virtues, re­
turns to Jerusalem to find the greed and selfish­
ness and ,jeal ousy o f hie Cru8:lder companions un­
bearable and '001110 f1n9.111 returns to his Islamic. 
friends. hS a pictu.r-e of ,fhat happened to some 
of t he CI'Usa.derl";l it i s douutles8 true, but it 
sbould assuredly not be read by any yougg person 
as a. first introduotion to the Crusades} for it 
is aa false to pa.int the Crusaders as al1. actuated 
by mean o r small rllot1ves as it 1s to paint them as 
all pure of heart and noble i n purpose. 

Byrne, Donn. 

'eS2er Narco Polo . 

New· York, The Century Co . 1921 , pp .147. 

The opening cha.pters g,"ve Il pictu.re of the 
stirring cosmDpolltml life in the streets and 
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market placeaoi' Veni ce at the height of ita 
power and pros})erl ty . Marco Polo ' s ' jOUMley 
and his experiences in China are rat her rQ­
msmt1?al 1y depicted, but tIle au thor· s ,style 
i s oharm1ng and particularly appealing to 
older boys and girls . 

Canton , Will iam. 

A Chil d ' s Book of 1'arrlors. 

New York, Ii; . ? Dutton & Co, .. , n . d ." pp.,31.9. 

A ,collection of charmingly 1111'1'1 tten tales 
of I?arly Chr.1stians, their saored viai'one and 
d eep devotion. '1'1:6 chnrac't ers are many o f them 

oman 131'1 tons, Vikings, Saxons, or Iten of Eire, 
waking t he book one especially helpful ,for young 
people who are making t he a cqu~intflnce of the 
early peopl,es who dwelt in England ., 

Canton , Wil l ituD, . 

'he Story of st .Elizabeth of Hungary. 

'74 

London, George G. :PIarr ape &: Co . , J~td., n . d . , pp. 216. 

An inte .c esting account of Iii t. t.le Sai.nt 
El iza.beth of the Roses., i n which bel' piety and 
devotion are limIted against a background of 13th 
century life; the tlUlie;ar l an COul't, the .rartbu rg, 
the Cr'l).sade of h er husband .Lewis, tUld the strug­
ele of her husband's or other to 3et the crovm tor 
himself . 

Canton, Piillio.m. 

i' _ V's Golden Legend- English ti tle: 

A Childts Book of Saints . 

New York, Dodd, Mead und Co ., 1896,. pp . 309 . 

A charmingly written ~p , d d elightfully 
illust:r:ated volume of medi aeval legends of 
saints, not famous sl?ints J except 1'01' St. 
Franc is , but aai nts of l e !1se.Ji' l' ank,- tales, 
that Hive ~s a senae of ho w plose to Heaven 

ncl its wonders Yfere · the IIlen and women of 
mediaeval time~ . 



Carter , Rus .se 11 Gord,on. 

The King ' s spurs . 

:oston, Little Brown a.nd Ca . , 1930, pp . 312 . 

~"ul1bert dn Gnesclin and his mother and 
f!lister .are driven 'from their cas tle by the Sea. 
Hawk of Normandy and seek shelter with the Walt' 
of the Ardennes, who proves his lOYl).lty to 
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Philip of France in the battle of Bouvines . '1'llere 
is !\ good. account of travel in, the thirteent h 
century, of' C8.stle li fe , of an enoounter with a 
Jewish money-lender who is E£l ,avaricious and 
hea.rtless , 'B,nd of the hospl~ty of the monastery _ 

Cath er, Katherine Dunlap _ 

'fb.e Ca.stle of the Hawk . 

New York~, The Century Co . , 1927, pp . 228 . 

HIlda ;J!elter, the daughter of a. clQckmaker 
of Brugg, ae es her bl'O 'ch el" and f5l::'·her win the 
Hapsburg prize for the best clock at the f air in 
Las le, 9:ad makes the 8.CqU ,intencc of Consta.nce of 
BUJ·~..lnd'Y, '.I!ho with the clockroaker's :family 1s cap­
t ured and held in the Castle of the lia:wk{I!apsburg) 
and saved by the daring of the young clockmaker .. 
7he bo "k gives an excellent account of guIld organ .. 
ization and regulation and of the r egulation of the 
great fairs. 

Cl emens. Samuel L . (Mark Twain). 

Per:30nal h ecollections of Joan of Are . 

New York, Harper & b rot hers, 18 96, 2 volumes, 
bound in o:ne I pp . 309 I pp . 288. 

:i.rst pub11sl).ed anonymously, under ~he 
pretext . tha t these personal r e co l lections ,r \'I'{')re writ­
ten by the Sieur LOUis d e Conte, J oant s "page and 
sccJ.'et ary" and II ~eely t r ansla.ted out of the ancient 
Fren ch into modern English from t he ori d;lnal unpub- . 
lished manuscript in the national archives of France " . 
(6) 1.'he book has a tone of gr eat reality, li.md the 

6 . Clemens" S . L. , Personal Reoollectl oTI B of Joan of Ar~J 
~rI tie page. . 



author' B fic tion perm.i ts him to i nterpola te 
ma..."1.Y d~l lght f'..ll i m.z.ginative bits that a Bober 
blographe!" lIQuId. have ha.d to forego . 

Calunl,Padr1ac . 

<he :King af IrGland ' s s on. 

NeVI York, T'be MacMillan Co . , 1921 t pp . ~16 . 

Charmingly told. Celtic legends and 
fs.iry tales. 

C:onnelly, Marc. 

The Green Pastures - a Pablo su~e3tod b y iioark 
Lrladford's SouthGrn Sketches , 01 ' Man Adam an I 
RiB ehillun"'. 

New Xark,Farrs.r and Rinehart, Inc . , 1929, pp . l'73 . 

76 

A modern miracle p l ay illustrating perfect­
ly h OVI naive a.'·1d unlettered peopl(1" like the craft s ­
men of the Middle Ages, see God /l i n their own image l' 

and Heaven as the cons1.lm!C1atioll of' their ovm dearest 
desires . 

Ganverse~ F'lorence . 

Garments of Prai8e ~ Miracle Cycle. 

New York, B. P . Dutton and C.o . , 191'7, 1921. 

These &.r.e modern plays full of symbol i sm, 
wh ich s ""'ould serve as n very e;xcellent t ntro­
duction t o the nliracle plays of the Middle Age s'; 
The El·essed, Bil·thda.y, Be G:oristmaB play, in whi ch 
the tl1gcl 0 f the Armunci ation, th~ Angel of the 
Uativity, and the Angel of the h6surrection a.p­
pear in Nazar-eth on the boy ' Jesus! birthday, and 
Jesus shows HLnself to the children as He really 
18- forgiving those who taunt Him, sharing what 
little lie has , and finally giving the b r ide who 
has been stricken durrb a .redding gift ot: speech; 
'I'll Kingdom Come a 1;>realll for- Eas tel' Even, a 

eau hesurre.c ion p ay; and e Sau ' s 
Medicine ,s. ~~1itsuntide miraole o f healing, in 
Ylbi ch, outs i .de t he. cell '0'1' the anchori te Mme. 
Eglantine, a group of mediaeval people see a 
viSion of the Grail, t:.md learn that n it i s all 
of u s together ': who can cure the sick wQl"ld . 



Converse, . Florence ,. 

Long Wl11-- A Romance. 

Boston,Houghton Mifflin &: Co., 1903', pp .377. 

Covers muoh the $rune ntaterial a.s Lou d Sing 
Cucko. , but is '1;00 difficult for younger l'eaaers .. 
Rere ar0 introduc ed 'h ill Langland, whose PieI'"s 
Plowman ' belped fJUl the fla.1l6 of , a t Tyle.r 's RIsing ; 
7.Jat,J'a ck St:-aw, and John Ball ; t .he Y01lI1g king 
'- icha:rd lithe Re deless ll whose changing moods helped 
to br ing the Rising about; Will's da.ughter Ca.lota, 
who journeyed thr ::JUghout Engl and pre a.ch i ng the 
love that shall bring Christ 's Klngdom to earth; 
the court poets Gower and 'Dan Chaucer; and ' 
bl'ot!'lal' Owyn" of "'1'l1e Pearl ll and !iGawain 'and th.e 

reen Knig..."1t' fame. An excellent presentat ion of 
t he a ge from the viewpoint not of , thE! ri~h but of 
the PO(H' . 

Crawford, Francis Marion. 

Via Crucis, a homanoe 2.f. the Sec.ond Crusad! . 

New York t ':1'he Mac1UIIan Company , 1914, pp . 396 • 

.. ella of the Frnn ch Qu.een, the be autiful 
,,,,leanor of Aqui t aine . wh o hef~rs Sa.int Eernard 
prea.ch the Second' C~l1sade lil.t VI/zelay and starts 
off fo r Palestine vl1 th her CrUS 8.dl.:lr husba.nd; and 
of Gilbert 1:1 Hrde , the Anglo- Norman knight whom 
she loved, the friend of Y'Junc Henry Plantagenat t 
whose 'br ide she later became . 

Cr e s 'ilfick , Paulo, 

Robin Hood . Illustl'atedby N. e . Wyeth . 

Philadelphi a , David McKay, 1917, pp. 362 . 

very readable and int ~resting story of 
Eob in Hood, simply told, ~et complete and conn­
ected, and superbly ill ustrated. 

Crum, I . fI1 . C. 

The Play of St . Geor~e in 

The Atlantic B?ok o f' Junior Pl ays, edited by 
Charles Swain Thomas . 

Boston, The Atlantic rr.onth ly Press, 1924.1 pp .283 . 
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An elaboration of the St.George Mumming 
in threescene$ . 

Cru se , f:.iny .. 

The Young Folk's Book o f Epi c He r oes . 

Loston , Little brown 6: Co . , 1927 , pp . 318 . 

uives well told aceounts of S1gul'd, Beowulf, 
Cucb:ula1n, Roland , Ro·oin Hood., the Oid" and Here .. 
ward, euch with a bri ef i n troduction presenting 
i nteres t ing faets ooncerning t he development Of 
tl'..e story . 

Danie l t Ro~.,thorn{) " 

Th.e Ga.un tlet of DuI"..trtor e . 

He w York, l'he Mac(~i11mJ. Co . , 1926, pp . 252 . 

'I'he f i :rst of three tales deal i ng .. 1 th three 
generat ions of Dun."nores. The plot s are all more or 
1e.8 s alike- .. a Dunmore haa an enemy who sucoeeds in 
le t ting the better of hila fO l' .a t Ll',e but is fina lly 

overCOIlle . 
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III t his story, 'Sdward Dunmore, who was rear­
ed at Regis Pr i ory by his uncle, f i ghts for K1ng 
Henry V at Agincourt, after' marry th:f>ill ing' sdV6'nture., 
8.nd regain s his father t s · lands and ti tle througll a 
tria l by COIl1bllt with H i cr_ard Brandon , son of his 
fathe.l' 1 ~ enemy. . 

Daniel, Ha wthorne . 

'I'"De Honor of Dunmore . 

Ne,,. York, 'Jlhe MacMill an CO o f' 192'1 , pp . 256 . 

In t h is ta.le J Edward Dunmore , s on of' the 
Dunmor e who fought at Agincourt, avenge s h ie 
fa t her ' s de::1.th at the hands 01' a.eaitiff kn1,3h .. , 

rom WflOm he also rescues a fai r ,l ad;y . The story 
includes a dotai16d de scrip t ion o f' thecerem.ony of 
kn i ghting, end of a tournament . 



Dan1el, Howthor ne , 

The Red Hose. of Dunmore. 

New Yor~: The MacMillan Co . , 1928, pp.212 . 

Deals · with the end of the War.s.ol' the 
Roses; this time a. young Dunmore carrtes 
tmpol"'t ant messag-es fo,l' llenry of B.lclunond, 
fights tor him at Boswor th Field, and, 
winning back the lost lands of the Dunmores$ 
rebuilds what was thecat'ltle into a manor 
hl)Uso, . an emblem of the new pe ace that has 
come to England. 

Dark, Sidney'. 

The Book of )<:nglan d for Young People . 

Ue \'l! York, George H. DDran Co . , 1923, pp.220 . 

PI. " stor y his t ory" vrell written, with 
unessentials elimina.ted, which would serve 
a s a reference book from which to cull act .. 
ual f acts and wbich older ch lldr,en mlght 
~m.10Y reading. 

Dau.det, Alphonse. 

'l'he Pope '6 ~lule . 

New 'York, 'Inc MacJfd llan Company t 1926 . pp . 78 . 

Slight an it 1s 7 it gives a delightful 
seuse of t he stil' in the mediaeval 01 t y of 
Avignon in the days of' the popes and of the 
li ghter side of life at the Papal court. 

Davis , 11ary Gould . 

<.t'ho 'r'ruce of the V'olf and Other Tales' of Old Italy. 

Now York , Harcourt"Brace & Co . , 1931, pp . 125 .• 

Contains the stor~l of St . Fratwis and t he 
'";olf of Gubbio, charmingls told for ver y young 
reG.ci€I's . . 
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Davis, w •. s . 

God Wi lls It. 

New York, ~e MacMillan 00 ., 1901" pp . 552. 

A. series of thr1l1ing adventures holds the ' 
reader's interast , and the enthusiaamof tha 
Crusaders and their dIfficulties are untorget­
ably described,,; One sets from the 'book , too, a 
ve-r"1 real sense of late eleventh century l i fe 
in S.i eily and France end in the East; of the re­
lations between Ch:rist1an and Moslem, between 
the ''Vestern Christians and t hose of B1~ant1um. 

])avis" William Ste'tu"na. 

'l'he '1.hl te Queen. Earlier published under the 
t l tIe Palal se of the Blessed Vo·ice. A Tale of 
the Youth of St . Louis, King of Ii'r'ance . 

NeVI York, The }(acMillanCo., 1904, pp.360 . 

Lou1s,ln two stirring days a t Pontois6, 
.finds himself J learns. to know his poor and 
his wife. and takes f I'om the Wh .1. te Queen ' 8 
hands t he. reins of government . We see life 
in tl'l.e town a s well a s in the e astls , ~et an 
insight int o the Provencal troubadour s 
heart, .and perceive some of the difficulties 
of beIng a Kin6); in t hose trouble.d day •• 

Dietr ick, Laurabelle, and 
FranZ-Walsh, Joseph. 

\h e Merry Ballads 0 f Robin Bopd . 

New York, The MacMillan Co . , 1931, pp . 8'7 . 

liThe whole stcry of Robin Hood, as told 
in th, e ,Old ballad£ t with brief prose to 
connect - them. If( '7 ) 

'7. Dietrick, and Fr anz .. Walsh, The Merrx Bal14ds of 
Rob1n Hood, Jacket cover. 
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Dlller, Angola . 

The Story of Siegfried. 

New York, Jonathan Cepe and Rarri son Smith, in 
cooperation with G. Sch i rmer , Inc . , 1931, pp . 33 . 

Fer children vlha have musical interests 
this book gives each of the motif s !'1'om the 
opera, with enouGh of t he story to make the 
music meaningfUl. 

Doyle , A. Conan. 

The 1.'tlite Company . Pictu:r'es by N. C. Wyeth., 

New York, The Cosmopolitan Book Corporation. 
1922, Pl? 363 . 

By far · t he best b ook from which to gat a 
pictur e of f eudal l'f.arfare, · knightly 1de9.1s aI;td 
knightly deeds .in t he fourteenth century. Tells 
how Alle'Yn~ Edricson left t h (:) monaster y where 
h e had been sChoo led and, with Hordle John and 
~au-Jdn Ayl ward of eThe '·'h i t e Comp«ny , ' wen t to, 
Fs;'a..'1.ce under th l e adersh ip of Sir Nigel Loring 
to, joi n t h e b lack Prince in Aquita1ne , and 
fight wit h h i m in Spain; and ef ho~' lfue ~;h1te 
ComplW:J emne to be disbanded. 

Eaton, .Teanette . 

The l3'J.rune- .. St.Catherine of' Sl ,ena . 

New York, Harper ,rotheNI, 1931, pp . 315 . 

An amazingly vital biography of St . Cather ­
ine of Siena, a fa scinating fourte enth century 
woman \"ho dedi ca.te d her life to service and 
sacrifice. Fr om this one gets not only a sense 
ot st . Cat herine's spiritual po.ver and pa s s ion 
but a vivid picture of l 1fe in that centu:ry 
of conflict, in Avi gnon as well as in t he Italian 
cities t hat ~6re struggling fer supremacy. 
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Raton; Jeane,tte. 

Jeanne Dt Arc- The Warrior Saint. 

Ie. York, Harper and Brothera, 1931, pp •. 102. 

A briet but v1vId picture ot Jeanne D' 
Arc.. 11te tha.t capture. the background and 
theaplrl.t of the da18 in wh1ch ahe wrought 
her m1raolee. 

Echols" VIa waterhouse .. 

Knight., of Oharlema311e. Illu8,trated 'by Henry 'P'1tz. 

lew York, Longman., Green and Co., 1928, pp .. 362. 

lIore interesting than the 'Bul.flnch version 
and also 'beautUul~y illustrated. 

Pield, Rachel Lyman . 

h"Veryglrl in The Saint tJ1cholfls Bookef Plays and 
Operettas, Se.cond Serie's. 

New York. The Century Co .. , 1916, pp,,243. 

Everyglrl enoounters Hope, Wealth,.Knowledge, 
Heal th, Mirth, Beauty, WOI'.k, ,and Love. 

Fra.nce,Anatole. 

The Man Who Ral't'led a Dumb \ute- 'lranslated 
i nto English by C.R.Page. 

New YO.l;'k; Jol1n Lane Co., 1915" pp.96" 

A de11ghtful tarcit-oomedy picturIng 
the mediaeval judge and lawyer, the learn­
ed doctors, and the apothecary. 'rhe atory 
1s based on II. passage in Rabelais. 

Gilliat, E. 

Foreat OUtlaws or St .Hugh and the Klng~ 

Wew York, E.P.Dutton and Co., n.d •• pp. 404. 

~be story of the ward of King Henry II" 
Neata de Barrl; her atep-brother Xervyn, 80n 
of GIlbert of Rege.tane " .a Spon t b a.ne who 
1s later known as 01,. of the Clough; and 
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good 81f!hop Hugh o f Lincoln . G1 ves an 
exeellent pioture of monastery l i fe and 
the mQn,i\.stery schools, unusually good 
ilQ.for;m~tion about girls in nunneries , London, 
tho for est laws, hunting, t r1.al b y combat, 
'anei.; other' reatu:r:es of the time • 

. Gl111at f E • 

.Tohn Standish or the Harrowing of London . 

London, Seeley &: Co . , 1689, pp . 3S0 .. 

1-\ .tory o f the Peasant.s · Revolt, in which 
Langland and bi$ fami ly, Chauoer, Wat Tyler • 
.Tohn Ball, .Tack Straw, and. Y·Ouri:g HlchaNi appear .• 

. fl'J:he dialogue is interspersed with old pro.. . 
veros, qua:int sayings, and aJ.,lusions to old 

ustoms all of which have been culled t'r-oro. writ ­
ings of that age ) /I the tl.uthol' explains in his 
pre face . rJ:his arcbai o tone makel!- the 'book too 
dif ficul t f or y -:mng r'eaders; and 'Older boys 'and 
girls ' are apt to find ;it I'ath er old-fns:h!oned . 

Goodenough. Lady . 

7.'he Chr·onicle of Mutaner in Viorks Issued b J1 the 
Hak luyt Society, Second Serie s ,. 47 end ~O. 

London, <I'he Hakluyt SuciellY . 4'7 issued fo r 1920 , 
Pl? 370... !50 issued f01' 1921, pp . 759 •. 

These chronicles of Spain come betwe en 
.Joinville ' ,s Chrcnicles (1224- 1316) and 
Froi s .sart 1$ (1337- 1410)" covering the years 
between 1325 and :\.328'. Like all cb.roni cles 
t hey appeal .!','l.tl 1tH' to the exceptional yOUl'lS; 
read(~r • 

Green, Loui se Meigs. 

St . Franc is . 

Philadelphia, David MoKay, 1929., pp . 123 . 

it beautlfuledition of the St .• Fran.eis 
story, spl$ndldly illust!'ated~ 
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Heal, Edith. 

Robin Hood . Illustrated by Dan Content . 

New' Yo:rk, Ra.nd McNally &: Co . , 1928, pp~ 286. 

Ac cording to the i nt:r'oduction Miss Heal 
~ .. as woven lIa plot whicb brought in .every 
ballad in its logical erder ll and created Q 
ba.ckg:round. of social and poll tics.l , ~ .ngland 
in the 12th century. The story begins with 
the m\u'der of '1'hcnnas a Becket, who is pict .. 
ured as the champion of the 8axena against 
the NormAns , describes se"ITeral gI'eat cath&­
drals-- Canterbury, Ch,9;rtres, r:md Mont .st . 
M:t.ch-el~ and brings out vividly the worship 
of Mary Queen ot: Heaven lmd the struggle 
baty;sen John a.nd hich!;ird. Robin is a some­
what sent i mentalized fl [;'Ure , unfortunately, 
and the book is fI SIOW

II
; but the Infol~Jl~at1on 

is excellently preB~nted . 

fiewes, Agn~s Danforth . 

A Day of the Lost Crusade. 

Boston, Hou.ghton Mifflin Co ., 1923, pp •. 279. 

The story of Roland Al'not who joins the 
Children t s Crus.a4e .. md is 'separated from 
them bu.t finally goes with a company of 
monks to Palestine to seek his fa.tter . In 
Pa,1e$tino he lives with a Hebrevr shopherd, 
learns to.know nndto ndmire the g~rs.cen 
leader EJ:'ut.le.el, Hnd finally fin(~s h is 
'father.1 who '1s a pl'isor.ler ,and has 10 at his 

. merltory . 'i'he Dook shows the b:uml;.l.ni ty o.! 
a.ll races of men, pictures Saracens as 
dmirable as well as Crusaders,. and gives 

a delightful picture of Syrian pa.storal 
life . 

Hewes , Agne s Dan1'Ql'·t~ ... . 

SwoT·ds o,n the Sea. . 

!lew York, ALfred A. Knopf, 1928, pp . 2'72 . 

A story ' of Venico, telling of the excit -
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ing adventures that befall two 'Y0u.ng Venet ian 
olerks when they go to Damascus to buy n{iW 

merchundise to tempt Venetian buyers, and how they 
sacr i fice their merchandise to bring home wheat 
to f amine-scarred Venice . 



1i!ewl~ .t, t,. ,Maurice. 

The Forest Lover!! .. 

lew Y9rk,. The MacMillan Co ." 1899, pp . ~4. 

P,r~ spar LaeGa1 and the I~,8:dy I soul t 1a 
Desiree haveadventul"es aplenty1,n this 
modern imitation of' the mediaeval romance. 

'Hodges, George. 

Saints and Heroes - To the End Qf 'the Middle Ages . 

New York, Henry Hol t s""ld Co . , 1911, pp . 268 . 

A collection of brler , wel l written bio­
graphies pf' Cypr:tan, Athanas,"u&, Ambroee" 
ChrysostOlU, Jerome, Augus tine, Senediet, 
Gregory the Great, Columba, Cha.rlemagne 
Hildebrand ( Gr egory VII ), Anselm, Bernard, 
Becket " Langton, DOTlllnlc"Franc18" Wfyel1tfe, 
Hu.f!, and Savonarola . Th ey lack the qual! ty 
of otherworldllne s El, however, wh1eh Canton" s 
saints' legends have. 

I:lull, E1eanor. 

The Boys ' Ouclmlaln. Heroic Legends ot' Ireland. 
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New York, Thomas Y.Orowell f.tnd Co . , n . d ., pp . 279. 

T'a:1es from the eel tl,c Romances I introducIng 
Cuehu:l ai n, Pelrdre ,Klng Conor , and the Sons of 
Uena . 

Hyde, Dr . Douglas. 

The Nativity in Poets and Drea.mers : Studies and 
Translations 1rom the Irish by La.dy Gregory. 

New YOI'k , C'na rlss Scribner i s Sons,. 1903, pp.254. 

The l oveliest ot all modern miracle plays 1s 
thi's (me, translated Cr ,om t h e (l' s,ellc, in wh ich 
t VlQ women who ha.ve been unkind to Mar'y and are 
seeki ng her l'org1vcme.s., reach the humble stable 
Just in time to see t h e King of the I'io rld being 
adored by Shepberds and Kings, 'by gentle 'and 
8L;~1l1e al1ke. 



as . 

Jewett, Sophia.. 

God' s '.froubadour - 'rhe Story Qf St . li'.rS'uCi8 of Assis1. 

New York., Thomas Y. Crowell CP ., 191()~pp .. 165. 

,ce ll- told. story of 8t . F'ranc1~, 111us.tI'ated 
wi th photogr aphs of f rescoes and o·f p1aces asso­
ciated with the sdnt .. 

Johnston, M&ry . 

The Fortunes of Gartn . 

Easton, Houghton Mifflin Co . " 1915, pp . 376. 

A tale of t'fllelfth centuI'1 Provence, which 
t alls ho\'! the Sq1.1ir,e Garin beoon'tes It knight and 
a troubadour andi helps Audlart , the prinoes's -
of Roche - de-FrElne, tom\ .s ave· her c1 ty f r om a 
wicked knight who wi sbes to marry her t o gain 
her lands.. One g ets .a !lvld len!)e of the dev­
elopment of tbe :burgl).ers t freedom,of the re­
lation of lord and vassal , and of thehi~l 
,esteem.,.in wb..ieh troubadours were held. 

Kelly, Eric P. 

'l.'he Golden. S t ar -of Halich- fA Irale of , the Red Land. 
in 1562. 

-r:eJ\T Y::>rk 7 Tt..e JiI~aCM111an Cc;> . 1 1951, pp. 215 . 

Gives e.n excellent picture of Po l and as the 
eastorn outpoat of Western civilizatlon, pro­
tecting Cbr istend0m agains t Mohammedan and Slav, 
and tells a thrill ing story of Klchaa1 KOl'zets, 
who jvurneys w1th hla father to HaUch to find 
out what the Golden Star is, 1s taken captive by 
artar' s ; makes friends wi t h Ka~; el"ina,daughter of 

Duke Lev, and ae~s the climax ot an abortive. r1s­
ins; aga.1nst t h e Poles. 

KellY, Eric p ~ 
, 

The 'l'rumpeter of Krakow- A T{.\ le of the 15th Century. 

New York, 'rhe MaeMillan Co . J 1929, pp.218~ 

Pan Andrew Chnrnetskl t because he has in his 
. possession the Tarnov Crystal . is forced to tlee 

f r om his home in the Ukraine and t akes refuge in 
Krakow, where he is befriended by ~a.n Kanty and 



m ere he and his son Jos'ephdet"end the 
crystal against Petar o! the Button Pac e" 
who 1s in the : pay of the Tartars . 'l:'he 
bpbjr gives', a.l~o 'J a splendid description 
of univers:ity life and of the studies or 
t he alcbemists. ' 

.King-Hall, Stephen. 

A Child ' s story of' Civilization. 

NeW' York, '1m. Morrow & Co ., 1928, pp . :348. 

Contains excellent chapters, simply and 
.ividly wr i t t en, de,s cribing the barbarian 
overthrowing of' the Hqmsn state; the serviCe 
of ,the monks t o civilisation in the Dark Ages; 
the Bl'owtb o1f' feuclalls:m.; the spr>ead of the 
Mohmmnodan power; and , the 6:~usadtu" . 

Knapp, Addlne. 

'The 130y and the Ba1'on . 

New York , 'l'he Cent~'y Co ., 1901, pp . 210 . 

8' 

An enthralling stor y for younger readers, 
in which. castle life in a rUde t h i rteenth 
c entury s tronghold is well suggested, and \"lult, 
the armorer 's Uboy", who proves to be of knight­
ly blood~ .aids the ne'\'\! emperor, Hudolph .c:t: Haps,­
bu.rg, to overpower Sl: cl'u.el rob'ber knight, his 
fa t herts anoient foe. 

Lamprey, L. 

In the Days of the Guild. 

Ne1i ~ork, Freder ick ii. Stokes Go ., 1918 , pp . 29l . 

Among the eal'lleot attempts to give Chil dren 
an understandinej of Il'.dddle-class life in tho$e 
l ong as;o days .are these sketches of cra:ft~uuen in 
;England and. 1.0 the English la..'t1ds in Fra nce during 
the reign of Henry II: tbe wool merchant , the 
scribe, the glassmaker , the minstrel , the wood­
,ca;t'ver, the goldSmith, the merchant ~ the g.Goae 
~lrl,. the sboema,ker, the mason, the potter, the 
Flemish weaver, the cap-maker , the smith. '!'hey 
are charming flnd fu.l1 of information, but not 
espeoially appealing to younger children a$ the 
Quthor re11ee on s o.ggestlon rat her t ha.n on d1rect 

, n arI' at ion of events. 



is 
~e7. L .. 

llo.stel"'s <>t t.he- Gu11d·. 

New York, Fl'edel;>lek At 6t.Qk~. CQ. , 1920, pp .. . 24Q. 

A continuatlon of III ~;hu De'l$ of . ~h;eou.l1d 
lntl"()\'3.utt:\ll& _uy of tb$ same Cli$.l" ~",Q.t~1'·8 ana 
eOfa& n~M'" ,on~ $. Mf1ny Qt;'t.n*,S$ ;a,tories, hQ'IHnrer, 
Q:r~ l air), in P!'Qvonce,l'i<,u'¥u8:ooy.; G~rtll~!.l1)" " t .r e land" 
and :nol'th Af:r'1ce:: tb€,l'e is 10'$$ elltl>ha ... i~ on 
t ho 111"<$ of a.\1il,dam£'m~(' more on Ota$tl¢-lU'~ 
in 'Pl 'ovenc c ood Norrl'uOlnd1J:; and (JU tchei'felah 
I!uu' chc~. 

Lamprey) 1. .. 

1'he 'J~r(~na1,lp<'l valley .• 

Ne\'r York, WrJ.. Mo-x';;.·'oW' and Co • ., '1928 t Pl'. :)~~'7 • 

..", >-h'" A- . iA .... '- . 11 ..... 1--"". . ,.; .L.l>. ... ..<11 '" J..S 1$ "or:y O.t ,, ; d?- .c . • r.l. ... ;rU:$Q.u e k;~w 

CNlr-;·icf;.<;;r'e of tn.e $ketcl"~esln In the Days of 
tbe a'J.il.Cl!md Masters of ti."le (hl11d t'-eap~en1r 
in a story of adv~nt\.u·e j i ll which t,t. sq'U11'~ 
nc,¢oln.panies hi s lartL)l;h.t ,10 t he Holy 1-,&.."').d, Md 
by t he a,:l ~ of ~ myf.:! t(Jr1{)~f: t'\'.i8;:P of ' treaauro 
s:eeke ana' f 'lnds h1 s fa th6l" " who hf.J:S' boen taken 
prisotH.~-r 'b~, to. l:>enegade. · Tlw $tor'Y 1~ wlll l told 
Qnd fUll of 1nfo'X" l1s.tlcn, and mol'8' &pptu;11l'l<$ to 
c!'d.ldron t:rU,U1 the othr-X"' t;-\"o !/ampl'rJ:V- bOQ,k;$ be­
oaUS8 it UU,$ ~. cor.n(}cted. plot. 

Ilulu,er', iJldney ( 00.1 tor) • 

1"h·f) Eroyf s Proie s.a.rt ~ ricing S ir Sohn l~oia$;a~d;t s 
Chl'Ol)i c l ea l)f /i(lventuJ?e', B~ttle s.nd GUlS tVl.'Zl 1n 
Erlglllnd, lh"'ance, S~a:f.n) -etc. 

W~Vf York r Clv:u"le 's Se.:rl1nlOl' l~. Sene f 1919~. pp~ 422. 

A bO{',k of' true ndvtmtul'o '!!t;ol":i.es, giving ~ 
f1:r'st ht:t.:nd account of DlJ.t$tr"tl d.1n5eve'·lt .:!I~md. 
kntchtl:<i (ie.ei.1~ hi tl1,~' Hundred Y<O.;ll'S t f'1' :tU"'. 

\ 

Ls.n1el· t Sidno;r { caIto!"). 

~fb.fJ . t,O;{'f~!. Kina; 11!'tb1.U> < 3'1)'> Thcm!t8 Mal~ryt$ RistQ1?~­
of lUng ~\l"thU!' m:1d Hie Krdt;bts of the r; ound Table} •. 

New :forl'." Ch~le~ 0cr1bncl'" $ Sons, 1919 P1>- :519. 

TJ:I~ bust, single vol\l.con~ edlt i on Gf these 
ta.'ItlO'Ul'J t(tlee~ 1nwh lch only pasS'(!.£§:es of minor 
1.mpQrtsu).o e huV'e b~6n om'- tted and. s.ll tl:w great 



tales-- those of AI' thur I Launcelot, '.hols tr"am, 
Gare'th, Galahs.d, Percival, and the ][olyGral1-
have be"en retai ned . 

Lansing, Marlon F. 

Great Momenta 1n Exploration. 
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Ne,w York, Doubl.eday, Doran & CO . I Ine . , 1928, pp,.2'75. 

Includes stories of rytheat!~ the Greek, wno 
reached the Tin Islands and the 1forthern Ocean 
in 333 B .S:.; of the Fr1arsand Great Khan; of 
John of Carp1n1" messenger of Pope Innocent IV; 
of William of Rubruques, sent by "St.Louis of 
the Crusades" ; of Marco Poloj and of St .Patrlck. 
well. told.; not too juvenile in tone. 

LanSing, Marion F • 

. G:veat Moments in Fr,eedom. 

!taw York, DOUbleday, Doran &. Co . 1930, pp.326. 

Short stories of variOuS struggles for 
freedom, including the a,tory of Venioe j ot" 
the Lomba.rd League, of Saint FranciS, ot 
W,ycllf" and of the slgn1.ng o'.r the 1I1agna Carta., 

Lansing , Marion F . 

Life in the Greenwood--Robin fio·od Tales in The ,,-, . - . ........ 
Open Road Library of Juvenile Literature. 

Boston, Ginn & Co." 1909, pp.180. 

A simply tpld story of Robin fiood, drawn 
fromal'chaie ballad literature, making frequent 
use of quotation from the ball ads to preserve 
the :flavor O.r the original. 

Lanslngt Varion F. 

Page , Esqu1re and Knight, A Book ,of ChlvalryIn 
Tbe Open ROfld L:tbrary. 

Bas ton, Ginn & Co . " 1910" pp.182 ., 

Includes tales of King ArthtU'; PerelvaJ., S1r 
Gawain and the Green Knight, Charlemagne, Roland, 
Ogler the J),ane,CJodfrey de Bou:Ulo.n, St .. George, and 
the Chevalier BaJ'ard, very simply and briefly told 
for younger readers. 





to song. or to . Chrlat., t1nally manages to 
do all twoe: he wms The GG14en SptU'l"OW 
Hawk ,m4h1s ,lady's 10'1ht. and gQe8 to fight 
1n the Crusades. 

Linnell, Gertrude and C,u·te~, Helene .. 

Behlnd: tho l3attl,ement •• 

Bew XOl"k. The )lac.i11an Co .•• 1931. 

1'bree little storte.8uitable Ear youns­
er readers. ·describing the d~al'ture of the 
Arabs .from Cancaaonne 1n 751, 8. little 811'1'. 
adventure in AV1gnonln, tl'lte tourt.eent,b cent ... 
\U!7, ~ a \)07 t 8 winning theacoolade from 
Louie XI at Mont.. SQlnt, Michel. The atoriea 
in th ... lvea are not pt).rt1oularl, interest ... 
lng .. - rather suggestive of sugar-coated learn­
lng, l;J~t the, bac~grou.nd mate.rlt&l, wh:lob 1n,.. 
elude$de8oriptions O'f the 01t188" ~ople, 
'bUl1dbg,tunu t'W"e; cookil'l6. 18 tllum:1n(Jttlng 
end so are the 111uatra,tlona. 

LOWllsoery., E10188. 

T1:1e Boy Kn1gbt of Reilim" 

5Q,e tOll. Rt)ught on Miffliil CQ • . , 192'1., pp • .332. 

Be8tO'tal1 tbenewe~ books "hicb ho1p 
10l.l.Dg people to Bee tile r.omanco 1n ol"d1nal'1 
1.1fo is this obvldng atol"'YQt J&andt · Orba!. •• 
aeee6nc1,antot the first at'ch l teet of the 
e:ath4dr'.l a.t a.1ms" who 18 t1ret apprent1'oe:4 
to a: ~ld.m1t~, but lateJ7 1ItOrlpl w1th hi. father, 
.ato,l)8 o,QI'"er., for thecatheciral. one set. 
a very real : •• n80 or the life .or the orattam.an. 
ot tho tievot1on that went into bul1d1nga oath ... 
edral. oft the joy 'brQught to France 'by Jeanne. 
the lIall5, ot a.-lema • 

. Ka.oGre"or" .$1'1. 

Stories of Tbr'ee, 5alnt8"'( 841llt Fr -&nols, Stdnt 
Oolumba, Sunt Cuthbert} .. 

London, '1' .. c. & E .. C. Jaok, n"d." pp .. 1.16. 
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SImple, 
Bedeamanof 
of Cuthbert 
Qr Farne . 

n 
well- told st.orlelJ Q.r t .he Little 
God ll

, of the Saint of Iona, and 
of Melrose 'and the desolate Is1e 

MacKay, C,on st ance. Dt Arcy . 

'l'he Christmas Gues t in "lb.e House of tlle Heart .--
and Other Plays for Chil dren . 

New York, Henry Holt & Co ., 1909, pp . 226 . 

Al so in 'The Atlantic E,o.ok of JunlQr Plays, 
'edit ed by CharlEH.\ Swain Thomas. . 
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.iJoston, 'rhe Atlantic lliontll l y Pressf' l924, pp . 285 . 

A ch$.I'ming lnil'ac Ie pl ay, set i n the hall 
of a sixteenth century 110use of people of qual­
ity , .in which the Christmas angel come s i n t he 
8"Ui:~e of a beggar . This 'could w(:11 1 be given 
by lj.ttle chil(\ron as an i n troduc tion for t hem 
to t he m.iraole plays of earlier days,. 

Ma ckayo,Porey . 

Jeanne D' Arc. 

~ew York" 'rho A~aci1il1an Company ,190'7 , pp . 163. 

A four - act pla,y in verse, sho','1ing .leanne 
at Domrerny" at' Chinon} at Orleans , en route to 
ltheims and at Rhe1.ms ., and in prison at Rouen. 
I.t gives the tr'adl tlonal p ic ture of the Maid, 
viith D' Alencon a rather sentimentali zed figure, 
ut 1s ve r y appoa.l;i.nG especiall y to adolescent 

girls . . 

ac'kaye, Percy. 

Ki.nfolk of Hobin Hood i n The Atlo.ni ic Book of 
Junior Pl~ys, edited byCharles Swain Thomas . 

Bo ston, 'i~le Atlantic Mont)::ly Pres s ~ 1924,pp.283 . 

A four-act play, based on the old ballad of 
:Adam Bell , Cl ym o f the Clough, Dnd Wi lliam of 
Clo1.l.desly . After the manner of Robin Hood, the 
outlavi and his me n save Pair Alice , outwit the 
Sheriff and Reeve , and obtain pardon from the 
king . 



Madeleva,. Sister ,Ji( .• 

Chaucer t s Nuns in Chaucer' 8 Nun.s and Other Essazs. 

~few York, P . Appleton 8; Co . 1925, p.p. 216 . 

A most illumln~ting study of the Prioress 
by Qne who is herself' Q. member of a B~~edlctine 
order and under stands the effe ct of the Benedic­
tine J?ule on the lif e and act i ons of ChQ.ucerts 
Madam.o Eglant ine. 

Maeterlinck , :Maur ice .. 

S la:t t;)r 
S1 ste"" 

eatr loe- A M11'ao16 Play i n Tr.ree hots in 
e atl' i ce and Ar i adne and Barbe Bleu. -

New York, Dodd Mead and Co . , 1926 , pp . 183 . 

:he s tory of one of the miracles of Our 
Lady, who takes 2.i.s ter Beatr ice ' s pla ce when 
t h e l a tter is t empted t G f ollow love, out · into 
t he world-- t he same story which is to l d in 
Max Reinhardt ' 8 spectacular p~ay :Phe Mir·ac}.e ,. 

arshall, Bsl'nal'd . 

Cedri c the For ester . . , 

,ew )'01>),(, D. Appl eton &. Co . , 1900 , pp . 279 . 

A s t ory with I'eal Ilfl avor!! , set in t he 
we st and nor t h of E.ue,landA It begins in t he 
ful.y s of Henry II and ends wi th the Signing 
o f t he Magna Carta., Cedr ic the l:;>oI'e ster, 
hav ing gained t h e friendsh i p of t he Maunt-
j oys, wi ns kni ghthood by h i s bravery and sk111 
i n the f.igh t aga i n s t Rhys o f "i al es , gains lands 
t hrough t he generos i ty of idehard CO'6ur de LIon, 
and adds claus es benefi.ting h is own clans to 
t he ChaDt er whi ch t he Barons f orce on John. 

MtU' shall , H • ...,. . 

Boy King s and Gil' 1 Q.ue~ns 0, 

)lew York, FI'e.dariok A. Stokes Co . , n . d . pp . 467 . 

Contains the stories of otto III, Henry IV 
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of Germany , Margaret- 'l'he A\a i d of Norway J Isabella 
of Valo.1 s , Henr y VI of Fr ance and England, J~e8 
II of Scot land , Magdalene of France, Edward "I" 
Edward VI , .Mar· y ~tuart , Francio II.t Ch8tI' les IX, 
ouis XIII ; Lou is XIV and Loui& XV . Well writ ten, 
ut childi sh and confined t o the childhood of 

these r oys.l personage s . -



MeNe~r, May:. 

ait ,Maid. 

Ne,w Yop~·" 'l'b.e rtt~eMi ll3.n Co., 1930, pp.212 . 

94 

An 'lnterestlngly ,111ustr8!ted stor y or a: lovely 
maid fJ.ccused of wi t eheraft and'b.ef'riended by ~rer 
after long wa.ndeI'ing~ whI ch u.nw1ndsagainst a riCh 
p,Qckground ,of fifteenth c,entury Germ.1m t ,q,wu U,fe. 

,.~ns1es I Lucy. 

it ;Book of' Saints for the Young aa D.ep icte d by the 
, ttreatMe1'1 tel'S f ' 

Boston , 'N-tO Medici Socletl ,of America, Printed 
ill England, 1923,. Fir$t S e l?ies pp .,4.3 , ,Second 
Sories pp .. 46, Lound in one volume • 

• -.; series of flictUI"es of flimous saints by the 
mas'ter painters of the liellaissance, wi th & brier 
text giving sonte facts ab()ut the Iii's at each 
saint depi,cted.. I t 1nclu d;es St . Anne "St.Ma,ry ~g­
dalene~ St . John the Baptist, St .Dol'Qth1'f' St.Eustnce# 
S~ . Helena, ,st . A.nthony, St. Christinll of Balsena, st,. 
Sebastian, ganta Fina, St . Victor ,.St . Berl'la.rdino of 
Siena, St .• Jerome , St . PrHi.').ci.8, St " Geo:rge, s t .M.artin 0,'£ 
To\U's, St . Ba?bara, St . Augustine,.:st .Jue.tlna.,St . Oyriall, 
St . Benedict, St . Cathari.ne of Alcxandrill , St . Bernard, 
St .Ursula, St. DoIA1!n1c, and St . Seholallt1ca. 

d ,e Manvel , J.i . Boutet ,. 

Joan of' 
'\ era. 

New York, The CentuI'-Y Co . , 190'1, pp .,47 .• 

In this magnificent b ook; piCtUl'6S help 
text to give to modern young peop1e a vivid 
r e - creation of mediaeval life-~cos t.ume,furn­
i tur'e, arch i t. ec,ture, fight ing~ cbu rch courts, 
,risons" and alL It is the ,gp e at b ook de­

scr ibing that. d:a1{ ' If I cou.ld hav'e but one 
"ba ckgr'cnmd book I for a group of. children !. 
should have this. 

Morri s 1 ¥, illiam. 

A Dr,eam o.f Jol').n BalL. 

New York, Longmal1 $, Green !t. Co . 1912, pp. 169 . 



... 

A modern y,oung an, aware .of the 
Boolal In.3uat1ce8 of his own t ,1me, tinds 
h1maelf auddenl, back in the tourteenth 
century. amQng the countl'1 tolk Of Rent 
who: hear Jobn Bil>ll preach, re8ist tho 
ah6l'1fr k and make I'elildy to maroh on the 
morrow to London, t o t he Boy King iU.chard, 
who they belleve wlll l'ed 1'086 thei r wrongs. 

Nlchols , Oontent 8. 

Eve17'Oh11d. A '8c1':loo1 'morality!:!. TheSa1.nt lf1cbo­
la8 :5ook of' Play,s and Opol'ettas, Secooo Se~ie8. 

New York, Tb.e Centu.ry Co., 1916,pp.243. 

Row E'Vel'yoh l1d soue;ll't for a companion 
on her quest tor Goodness and Beaut , ·, and 
having Q,t length chosen, reoe:1ved a lsO' oel'­
ta1n t.V€UUiUl".S ·.. T.hecllll.I'aetere are J07, 
Mathemat1os, Latln,Id1ene88, 5ervice,Galety. 
D18cipl1ne, and 8Q f orth • . 

, Aldred. 

Sherwood, or Robin Hood and the Three Kinas .. 

New York, F'.t'edel'ick A. Stokes Ce., 1911, pp. 225. 

romantic and somewhat fanoiful draruatlza ... 
tioD of the Robin Hood ,story,. asp 001&il7 good. 
f'Oi[' o l der girle. 

O' Neill, Ellea'beth. 

Th o s tory of the 'tiorld... A Simple Histury tor 
130'1$ and Girl •• 

New Yorti: , G. P. f\ltnmnts Sons, n .. d.., pp. 547,. 

Aroadable net01"Y h1ator.," , useful as a 
refex)ence book for young readers whose interest 
hue 'been aro\1fuld tty tl'ot1on. 

PainE!'. Albert Bigelow. 
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TheGl 1!'l 1n White Amor'- 'l'ho True S.tory of J()~n o t' pso, 
allr1dged from the author1 f1 Joan of /,,1'0- Maid of F l once .. 

Hew 'lark; The JlacMillan Co. " 1927~ pp.312. 

An e xoel lent b10a:rQ.ph;.; ~tJo$..Y} of' Arc tor 
young reador.--well wrltten, W'$.ll printed, "&dabl • • 



Peabody, .Tosephlne Preston. 

TPe Piper - - A Play in F9ur Acts . 

Bos ton, Houghton, Mlfflln Co ~, 1911 , pp . 201 . 

. A play that opens wi t h fl market ,place 
Noah t s Ark miracle play J and gives, the ' i'aml1-
1ar s tory of the Pied Piper a, new significance . 
It rea,c.hes i ts 'cl lr!18.% befoI'e t he shrine of the 
nLonely Man" . 

Power , Eileen . 

Mediaeval P~ople. 

oston, Roughton ~ll fflin Co . 1 192~" pp. 2l6 . 

Tells of Eodo , a Frankish peasant in the 
t i me of Cha.rl e:rnagne; of lI'Iarco Polo ; of Jl.ad81ne 
Eglentyne,. Chaucerts Prioress in real lif e; of 
a Pari s hou~"Ylife in the four t eent:hcentury; 
of' Thom&s net san, Ii merchant of the Staple. in 
tile fifteenth century; and of Thomas Payo.ockc 
of Coggeshall ,. an .Essex clothier in the days 
of Hent'Y VII . . 

Power, Eileen and Rhods . 

Boys and Girls 'Of tfistory . 

~rew York, 'i'he MacMillan Co . , 1927, pp . 3 40 . 

The authors reconstruct the daily lives 
o.f Engli sh children of ever:y important period 
in English history- personifying and thue 
,aking vivid the life e xperi ences that were 

typica,l at each age . Chapters 'l'hree through 
Beven , are especially go.od for mediaeval 
England; the making of Domesday Boo,k - 1085, 
The 'l'ra in i:gg of a Squil'e- 1176- 91 , The Children t s 
Crusade- 1212, The Novi ce of Sempringham- 1283-
1.337, and the Glover J s Apprentlee .. 132,7 . 

Pyle, Howard~> 

Bien ().f Ir.on . 

New York~ Hal'per and Brothers, 1891, pp . 326 . 

By tar t he best of the many books picturing 
t he life of 'the mediaeva l noble . Here we f ollow 
the education of a young artstoorat during the 
:reign of Henry IV to i '~8 climax, a trh.l by com~ 
'bat in which the young knight oV'er'comes his 
fa t h er ' s enemy- a t.p..l"1lling story ·'lIl1.ich few boys 
can resist . ' 
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Ptl.e, Howard . 

1be Merry Adventures of Robin Hood. 

'New York, Charles Soribner ' s Sons, 1924, pp .296 . 

The best of the !tobin Hood books . Here, 
8.S the author says, " You will be scandalized 
by seeing good sober folk of real his tory s o 
fresh and ca.per in gay colors and motley that 
you would not know them but for the names 
tagged to them • • • all 11 ving the merris'st 
of merry lives J and all bound by nothing but 
a. few odd strands of certain ol d ballads" .(8 ) 

Pyle, Howard . 

Otto of the Silver Hand. 

Rew Yo.rk, Charles $cribner t s Sons" 1916, pp . l'13 . 

Gives us the sinister side of feudal life, 
when power lay in the hands of the barons and 
might was right. The scene is Germany at the 
accession of Rudolph Qf Hapsburg, and the la,,­
lesenas.s of the robber barQns is vlell describ­
ed . '?:e get, too, a glimpse o·! monastic 11fe 
and its peace, by contrast with the t urbul ence 
without. 

Pyle" Howard. 

'i'he s tory of King Arthur and His Knights. 

New York, Charles Scribner,fa Sons, 1917, pp .3l3. 

The first of il series of four splendid­
ly written and magnificently illustrated vol­
umes devoted to Arthurian legend. It conta1ns 
the Book of King Arthur, which tells how he 
Vlon his kingdom, hiss'1{ord, and his queen, and 
how he organized the Round Table; and the Book 
of Thrae Worth1es- Merlin, Pel11as, and Gawa1ne . 

S. Pyle, Howard . The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood, vU. 



Pyle, Howard. 

'l'he Story of Sir Launcelot and His Co;npanlona . 

,New York, Charles Scribner 's Sons, 1916" pp .• 3.40. 

FUrther adventures of Launcelot, ' intro­
ducing Gareth, Elaine" ::gwaine , and Galabad. 

Pyle, Howard. 

story of The Champions of the Round Table . 

New York, Charles Scribner ' s Sons, 1915, pp.329. 

The second volume in the set of four, which 
relates the adventures of Launcelot, Tristram, 
and Percival" 

Pyle, Howard. 

The StO!'y of' t he Gr ail and the Passing of ArthUr. 
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New York, Charl es Scribner"s Sons, 1916, pp.258. 

The stories of Gera1nt, Galahad, and the 
Passing of Arthur. 

Qutnn, Vernon. 

'fhe March of Iron Men- The Tale of the Crusades. 

New York, Freder ick A. Stokes Co., 1930, pp .303. 

It attempts to gi va simply and readably 
an account of the e~ght Crusades and the 
Children' s Crusade, ''1ith especial empr...asis 
on th(~ stirring events 0 f t hose t wo centuries 
rather than 9..'1.y analysis of causes und r'eaults. 

Reade, Charles . 

The Cloister and t he Hearth- A Tale .of the Middle Ages. 

New York, Dodd , Mead & Co ., 1924, pp.'105. 

Though essentially unsympathetic toward 
the Church, yet not without value as a 
picture .of fifteenth century llfe-- this 
story of Gerard who loved Catherine and 
married her but, torn frem he,r by cruel 
,ciroumstances and thinking her dead, enter­
ed the Ctl'urch, only to find that she lived 
after all; and of t heir child Gerard Gerard­
sen, \1h0111 the world knows as BraslllU'S. 



Reloude, Maurice ( 'l'rau$.). 

'l;!le P8l'ce 91' the \Voptll..y Mnster--P1err. 
Patel1n"the Lawyer in Poet LQre Pla18, 
Series Two. -

13aston, Ri chard G. Badger, 191'1, pp.343-:364. 

In \<1h1ch the ahl'owd lAwyer out.! ts 
the, draper and is in turn outwitted b1 
his client, the hSiJnple" 3h.ephf)x'd. 

Rets()n, JQ$eph ( ed.). 

Robin Hood- A Collection of Poems., Sons,s, and 
Ballade. 

London and New ~ork" Gao. Routledge 
1884, pop .. 444. 

Sons, 

An ol,dbo')k not part icularly at.tr.act­
iye in appeul.lneco . but t\l.ll O'f interestIng 
mate'I'l .al. 

Rolla$ton, fl' . 01 , 

~'he High Deeds of Finn and Ot'1' er hard1e 
RQIiltUl'eee. of Ancient Ireland. 

T ·/4 o b 
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Rew York, Thomas Y. Crot)'iVe l l CO . f n. el., pp ... 214. 

Tho Children of L.i!', the SClns of 'l'urenn .. 
Firm Mac Oumhe.ll ~ !ting Cormac, and other 
heroe$. Qf Celtlc romanee app 6lU' 10. thaee 
8,tQI'io.s. 

Scott, 811' '~ alter. 

Ivanhoe. 

Bos ton, Ginn & Co~# 1906, pp.597. 

A tale of the roma.ntic days ot iil ol"'.ax'd 
the Lionhearted" neff eozne from Au.strian 
prison, and of his brother', the <iastardly 
John, g1v1ng an Ulilfergetable pictu;re of .. 
tournament, of the attack t>n s; for t lf,ied 
caetle, of a trial b'1 combat, of the media­
eval att 1 tudf' toward the deVis" and of' t he 
a.ntagonism. between Norllum and Saxon. 



Scott, Sir Walter. 

~he Tal isman . 

London, Ada.m and "-"he.rIes Elaok t 1894; pp.433. 

A highly l'o:ma.ntlclzed p i cture , d eal ing 
chiefly wi th encounters between Ri chard Coeur 
de Lion and Saladin and telling us l1t tlo 
u.bout cru st'"dil'l.S _ Pictures the evi l doing 
of the Templars, and describes a tri&l by 
combat . Full of disgaises, romance , traitors, 
Bnd thrills! 

Shaw, G~orge' bernard. 

Sa1nt Joan: Q Chroniel,e Play in Six Sce n e s and 
fln Epilogue. 

New York, Erentano's, 1924, pp . 163 . 

F'o!' 0 Ider boys a.nd girls , the play 1 t .. 
self is eXcellent- a thoroughly unromantic 
picture of a. ver'Y great and very s1mp1e per­
son. rrhe introduction , \'11th its Shavian 
'thrut..,ts, ~1ould probably be b eyond any but 
the moet mature, ho~over. 

Shsrwood, Merriam (Ti't.llne,latol') 

'I'he aierry Pilgrll.'lage--How Charlemagne ~~ ent on a 
Pilgl"tmage t o See i.hether Hugo of Constantinople 
\';as 0. Handsome!' fil3n tha:n, He. 

lh:iW York, ~'he M.acMill an Co . , 1927, pp . 122. 

A tre.nslati on, '.tilth a few omissions and 
expluna tory additions, of the old Proneh 
pelerina~e d~ Charlemagne , together with 
an In:~rouctory chapter by the translator 
describing it fair day in Paris eight hundred 
yearsHgo and the mtnstrel who probably sa.ng 
tbisstory. Pl.'!.ll of the delightful absurd ... 
ities of :romance IHel'atul"e,espectally where 
Charlel'!tl-lgne t s knights ma.ke their ,; gabs II . 
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Stel'ne,. Emma Gelders. 

Loud Sing Cuckoo'. 

Wew York, Duffiel d &: Co,. " 1930~ pp .. 203. 

By f ar the best story of Chauoer"s day" 
Chaucer himself a,ppesl' s , together w'ith many 
of his '0haracters-- a: knight, e. squire ., a 
prioress ' and her 'priest, a miller, and so 
forth. ~['1ie ' hardsh ips thut lead t o the 
pe a11,ani;s I revolt;: 'are suggested; the monastery 
school, a miracle 'play, land a journey to ;Ltal'1 
are described.. It is a ch a rming bO'ok" dellght­
full;y illu.strated.,and wh ile It is not too 
d i fficult 1'01' junior hlgh school pupils", even 
higll sCIlool sen1~or8 read it wi th interest and 
pI'ofit. 

S tevenaon, Robert Louis. ' 

'rhe Black Arrow .... A Tal e o f' the Two Roses. 

New York, Charles Bor ionel" S Sons " 1920, pp . 32S . 

A tale of' adventure, in Stevenson t e 'best 
vein,. of the stirring days or old King Henry 
VI, which ends with the triumphs of York­
and blaclffieal'ted Gl ouees,ter, and the wedding 
of Richard and Joan.Tla" whoae fortunes the 
story fo llpws. 

Story, Walter Scott . 

The Young Crusader . 

Boston~ Lothrop, Lee, and Shepard, 1923 . 

A ra,ther detailed account of the Third 
Crusade: the jom'nay to Palestine via 
Sicily; the Siege of Acre ; the return of 
Richa:)."d Coeur de I .i:on through Austria; and 
his impr>iso!Ulumt i n Durrenstein. The 
boo.k is rather I f~_ckj.rlg in story interest; 
it has good lnc:tdents. but the plot is 
no t well sus tQined lind the style i s halt­
ing . 
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Stratt()n, Clure,no.e. 

Paul. 0 ,( Frano.o. 

New York,. Th<:: liacIUl lan Co., 1927 • 

.Pi,etUJ:·~8 Venice and tbe embarkin,g 
Cr'U8~li~rs, a nd Idter the &1ee.~e of Con­
stantinople; yut the atmosphvre of t h 
stO.I'Y 1,s aOl!lf")ho!1 not medinevul"and 
thOtVll the e'Ver:ts of tho tu,10 o.:re 

1al1~ (.nthx'r .. 1Hng, it; dOE).]I! not. 
the t·oadel'. 

bynge , J . 'M . 

Deirdre Qf t~ SOl'rowe. 

''' sten , John ~':' \> Luce & Co., 1911, pp.93 . 

"\ delightful Intl'oduotion to tho 
Il'ish I'0111trn(':\J :u~ thin fuh'y- tn.lo play 
of.' Wil'ili'e ';,1 tl~ i t·$ linos of iu:umt1ng 
beauty. 1;\).[' 01.d("ll~ 1,..0;741 and 611"10 . 

Tfi:ylor~ K~thoI'ine ,f.\.!ld Gl~Vl;}n, lienry Coploy .. 

'l'ho f ·hadj' Hill l"hry ~ooz.u 

New York, t?hc Ma.c!,a.llan Co .; 1928, pp.ltlv. 

Conua-ina Tho Prophete, taken from Isaiah; 
'lhc Shephol~ds~ fro.!:l the ;Curk Nativity Pla.y 
and the Cov~n~~rYI <I'o'.unGlay~ · H,nd Cheater 
sne1{hol"da t Plays,; Sigurd tn.;.'J VQlsung;~ 
Volt I a. Crus!ld$pl~!j,y; hQls:nd; Our Lady's 
Tum'Sl .' ::; Il'hz MiJ;'l1cl~~ of 'l'heophile; and 
Aucae$ln and. }~lcoJ.etto~ 

TorrY, J.rtl;UI' Guy ( :Editor). 

I,OI'd and Va.s r. al ' lOG6 .. 148G book 4 in 
}h story f:,tor :1.Q'G ci; Ot.her Lands. 

Chic.ago , J~OV;1 Poterson & Co ., 1915. ,pp . 260e 

S?elle f.ltmply but vividly the s tories 
of the lTornuln Conquest; ot: rJ:ho:m.a.e a Becket J 
of t he Crv.$$).des !;u'ld the Gl-oat Ghatter; of 
St . fl:anc1s , l, ogel' Lacon, Si mon de Montf(!)rt, 
and I~dw9.rd the Firat.; of the deve10ISent ot 
building t.\Ild of tl"ode; Of the f:1u.ndl.'ed YStWs' 
.t'ax'.. the Elack Dea t h , and the V-; a.;r>a of the 
.056S . 

l 
/1 
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Van Loon, 'Hendr1k. 

The Story of Nankim ' 

Garden City, Garden City Publishing Co ., Inc. 
1921, 1926, pp .506. 

An excellent and readable histOl'7 
for young people. 

West J Michael ,. 

Aueassin and Nicolette . Done from the Old French. 
\';'1 th mus1 c by HOl'ace Mansion. 

New York, Brentano ' s:, n . d." pp ,.124 . 

A charming version of this Old French 
lovers t ' tale ,. delightfully decorated and 
illustr ated . 

h i tneyJ EHnor . 

Ted of the' :Pens. 

l-Iew York, 'llhe Mac.Millan Co . , 1928, pp . 239 . 

An entor taining story of old Boston and 
the surrounding fen- la.nd in the ~a:r'ly years 
of the fif teenth cent ury, from \'1hi ch one 
gets a sense of the ~lowly developing power 
of the mercha.nt class . Prince Hal, the royal 
prankstert and Ted and his jest,loving out­
law companions , make it an entertaini ng book . 

:licksteed~ Phil~.p H. ('i'rans . ) . 

OUr Lady ' s '1~lIllbler. 

Portland, 'fhoma s B . Mosher 1 1906~ pp. 41 . 

A prO$e vel'S i on of one of the best­
known legends of Our J..Jady. 

W11mot,-Buxton, R. M. 

('J eanne D' Arc . 
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New. York , Fredertt~k A. Stokes Co . , 1914" pp.191 .. 

The background of Fr ench hi s tory 1s skill­
fu l ly sketched :tn the f irst chaptez' . The story 
of the Maid is well- told, with a distinction of 
style . Andr ew Lang' 8 Maid: of France 1s quoted as · 
Buth ori t y for several passages. 



Woodbridge,. Elisabeth. 

~e Crusade of the ChIldren. 

N.ew York, TbeCentury 00 ., 1 923" pp.95. 

A play in five .act. based on the 
Children's Crusade, 'bringing out the 
ideathat only chIl.dllke,almpl.,,,trusting 
10V8 can ,save the 'WoJ'ld. 

Woods J Mar 30r1e ~ 

The Christmas Angel in 'Ithy We Celebrate. 

Bew York, Srunuel Frenoh, 192'1" pp.182. 

Another' 81m.ple miracle pla)'set in 
the sixteenth century, suItable for pre>­
auction by little c,hl1aren. 

1'1'ght, Harriet Sabra. 

Aucassin and Nicolett'. in New Playa from 
QICl'falea. -

New York, The 14acM1l1an Co., 1922" pp. 180. 

A brIef play made from the famous 
01dstQr1· 

Yonge, Charlotte. 

The Prince and the Page, A Story of the Last 
Crusade .. 

New York, 'l'he llscMillan Co . 1927 .• 

Edward I and Richard" son of the 
rebel Baron Si mon de Monttort, go to­
gether to Palestine on an unsuccess-
ful crusade. The book 1.ntroducea the 
Hospital.ers,eontraetlng them with the 
cruel and ubi tious Templar,s. It is bet­
ter as 'background to!' the troubles in 
England between the King and hlsbarons, 
however, than as Crusade materlal. B\.tt 
it is ch armingly tQl d. 
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Zollinger. Gul1elma. 

The Rout of the foreigner. 

Qhlc:agC), A.O •. Mc:Clur.g & Co., 1910. pp. 326. 

Picture.!'! England in t ,he time of Stephen 
L.angton, the great archbishop, and Hubert de 
il3urg}l, justIciar ; shows the :s'tpuggle to rid 
the land of the tyra.nnyof the evil barons who 
had gained p(,)Wer under John; and gives a good 
de!!orlptlon . of London in those days, of Ii 
feudal lord's rights over his ,,&88a'18, and ·ot 
the ceremony of e,xcottilQ.l:mlc.atl.on. . 

Zo.11ingerJ Oulielma. 

A Boy's Ride .• 
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ChIcago, A .. C.McCllll'S &: Co., ( Ninth Edition) 1929. 

Gives an unusua.lly vIvId picture of the 
physical aspect ,of . F.n.gl,and in 1209 in the 
region betw~en York and London, suggests what 
the Interdict meant to a land" and describes 
oastle life. TPe hera1e a roungasplra;nt to 
kn1ghthood, and the book contain. aeveralln­
terestlng oh9ll' aeter studies and many potentIally 
e:xei ting incIdents wi thout" however, being 
reallty eJrcl Ungj. nor does 1 t have real literary 
quaIl · .. 



VI. ' lS1bliograph, 

L Histories of h'ngl ish Literature 

Allslander, Joseph, and Hill, Fra.nk Ernest. 
'ale ljlnf,!Ill!or:aeoNew York. }}oubleday,Dore.n 
i Co.,~t:!§, pp. 4S1" 

A well-mol tten, very llulne,nend l1e1'1 
understand1ng story Qf poetry and the 
poets, In no sense writte'n dOlt.n to 
,children, and yet writ.ten to :1nterest 
young readers. 

Brooke. S top1'ol'd A. 

AnexQiple or th,ElI purely literary hiatal'1-
Knowledge of po11tical hiaton lSi ta.ken 
tor gr tmted; the sOClial b:iufkgrol1nd 18 
merely sugee,sted. 
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GroBs" TOl.'1l Peete; Smi th, Ree.d; and Stauffer,. 
Elm.er e. r.:rmH. sh l111'i tel's. B09k Four in the 
Series: Goaa R~Hl*ing for Rte 50liools.los€Qfl, 
Mnn and bo _, pp. " .. 

An example. of the new t ype of text that has, 
in mally sohools, supplanted the hlst('Jl~y of 
literature completely_ The claim of their 
~ditorB is that these oompilations. combine 
the beat features both of an anthology and 

of a hbtory of English literature, tl and1n 
splt'e of' their bulk they ,undoubtedly have a 
plao1t 1n school~ wheJ.'e library ,faci11ties are 
lna.d.equate • Yet as far as: baokground inform­
ation goes. they 1iU'e certainly no bette/r 
thnnoro,lnary his tories of 1i torature. 

Eng11 sh Wr1ter'$.t to be sure, d.1ffer slight­
ly from moreoonventional oompi.lations in 
that tho biogr,apb1aal detail so often made 
unduly important is here subordinated to 
the dee.cript1on of h1storical b.ckground 
by being relegated to an append1;x . Yet,be­
cQuseof their very eagerness to include 
everything a pupil may need in his year 's 
IJtudy, tbe editors hs.ve condensed even 
more than the writers of me.ny histories 'Qf 
literature the information about the times 
t b at is eo eusent1al to tl. reader' .s under­
stnnding of the literature of past ages. 
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Gru.e~ Amy . The G~laen, Road to Engllah Llterature. 
He .• York, '.thOlll8:s Crowe.}l and e,o ., 1:9$1, pp . 669. 

Addre88,e d to boys and girla and, att1mes, 
unfortunately a little ohildish In tone. 
Yet 1,t has vivIdness and un1ty. Mrs.Oruse 
has centered her matel'ial about outst anding 
,figuree - Long '{i,lll, the Poet of' the Poor; 
Geoffrey Chauoer, the Groat Teller of Tales, 
and so forth; ;her purpose is t o sb ow that 
literature 18 It ~ living thing, the product 
Qf a :whole nation's growth, in 'uhleh the 
hulI:lbles t of our 1'or~ratb ors wo~k1ng with 
the greatest, has ~d his small, unnoticed 
part; that it hae grown up slowly, natural­
ly" influenoed by; various out.ide co,nd1tion8, 
obeying certain clear, and unalterable l a.ws ll

• 

0., n ·. d . , 

A 'book dosigned fl te tell theat~r:; ot 
Engl ish readers " , In which "we look at 
the readers of past agee and 8e,~ our­
.olvelJaa lNeehould have been had we 
lived 1n thoir day!! . . Here there . 1s 
much interesting. mat erial, interesting­
iy presented ; yet as the author hers-elf 
ssYS /\!1 It 1s 0 1' nece.salty m.8l:'ely an out­

·line • 

'reenlaw, Edwin, and Miles, Dudley" Literature 
and Li fe, Book IV. Chica.go, Scott Fore$man, 
19~4, Pl' . 1as. . 

Anothel' eXSJ'J.ple of the anthology which 
has e,xpla!latol"Y -chapte rlJ describIng e on ... 
dltions, mQvements , writers of note, and 
8 0 f orth. Less attractively gotten up 
t h an EnglIsh I.lfr1tsI'8 , and wi th less at­
tractive ,selec££on.s' than Adventures in 
EngliSh Li terature. 

Halleck, rleuben P. New English Literature. 
HefT York; American Book Co., 1915, pp.647. 

Hal l eck pays same attention to giving 
young rea.ders a baokground. His second 
chapter ; for example--Fr oI:l thE> No-mum 
Conquest, 1066, to Chaucertg Death,1400-­
begtns with four pages t reating the 



!forman 'c()nqu.~n1;" the oharaoter1eties 
,of the Normans, and the progress ot 
the na.t1on from 1066 t 'o· 1400,. Yet on 
8Jtrun.inut1on VIti .find that t h is lnt,ro­
duction is largely a matter ot list­
ed names, and general statements 
\,1:11 0h give no real informat1on. 

Raney, John J.I . E~l .i sh Literature . lh"f York.J 

Hru'cou.rt, Brace on to .. , 1921, pp. 452. 

L1ke Bl'ooke '. IS Engl! sh L1 te'ra 'Cure . 'thh is 
pUl:'e'ly a 11ter.ary hi s t ory. Tho style 1s 
clear and terse; the 'blaok 1s '!'lell print .. 
ad a.nd bound . 

Hinchman, rialter S. .A 'H1st(.')ry of English 
Literature . lhn~ York, '.line century Co ., I'~22, 
pp.426. 

The author has sought to 11 1ay stress 
, on the facts ,of the history of English 

11teratur>o,u, hew:rlte8 in his preface, 
I' r,att~er than on tho interpretation of 
1 t • • • • to p l ace the emphas;1. ,a on men, 
on what they did and on horD they euce t o 
do 1,t. Ye t when we turn to the text we 
find that it 1,s (f..11 te cQnven.tional . Each 
section 'begins w1th a ~enerQl I1te.I'ary 
euzmntlx'y, g1 vee rather a mll accoun.t of 
the 111'e and 'works: of maj".r wr1 tel's, nsmel$ 
inar wi tel'£';' and suggests the type of' 

work tbey dId, and ,devoto8 fl section here 
and there to tho development of spectt10 
11 terax'Y rorrna~ such as the 'ballad;. so 
that" save from tM narl'ow literary point 
of view, there is noth ing to explain how 
any Vll"i tar !·I eronG to do it II • 

Long is som~H/bnt bettar- for our purpose. 
Here a.nd there we do .find pnragraphs in 
fine pr1ntde'Voted to a ' historical out­
l ine ot the &e riod under d1sc'U8s1on. Lone.. 
novfcvcr, makes the miste,ke of supposing 
that g1ving young people the 1'G-c t 's about 
SIn age means g1 vinp; thom an undcrstand-
1nS of 1t . 
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Moody, ''W1111&m Vauglm and Lovett, RQbe.r~ 
Morss . A Fir st View or Ep.allsh Llt·eJ"&tUI'e~ 
New' York, aia.rles &crlbnel'" e Sons, lOb9-. pp. 38B ~ 

Baall ma;tn opoeh has be:el1 pI' Graced by a. 
ful.l td.s t orical i ntl'oduatlon. and ther e 
is rauterlal on sooial his ,torytoo~ The: 
ch apter on the age of Cbaucsr, for 
example J beg1ns with t wo ;paragraphs 
8u.mmarlzing the his t orical e·vcnt~ or 
Chaucer's time, and eont £:.ins also addl­
tional ma t t er on society in Oh~ucel· f s 
time. I t ls, hQwever, poorl.,. adapted 
to· the reader who 1s tl''Ying to gat a 
"pictu;re " of the a ge for tlle pr .e s enta"" 
t lon ta l'ist ... lika and f a.il s t o .su.gges t 
pictures to the r e ader . 
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Panc(.}8.st , B •. S • Introduatlpn to EngU.sh Li tera­
tttra . N€J'on York, i:renry Hoft and Co ; , F,nrth Ed! ... 
£ion ... - Itev1sed am, :r~nl&.rge&, 1917, pp. '1'25 • 

.Panooast lIlas a pioneer in the l'ecogni .. 
tion of t he f act that t he stUdent 0.1' 
11 t e.t"Qture needs an under&'tand11ig of 
the l ife whi ch certa in works 01' lH t;)li' ­
ature reflect, yet he too bombard. his 
l"end frl' with i nformation. Pan coa.st t .s 
presentation, howeve1>, has at least 
this v.1rtu.e; that :1 t is ,l'eadaole becaUS6 
it i s Vi Vid, iiUld. t herefor e is morp, el'­
f ective. y~' e feel t his v·1.vidness through­
out Ps:nooast J IS book, whether 1 t be in 
pT'€>8entati Qn of biography, crit i c ism, l1t­
era);~' background , or the lif e that 11t&1'­
a tm>e l'~ flactB .and. out of whi ch i t .gI'ew. 
Yet tom~ove:r all these fields ade.que-te17 
is t oo great an unde'l't~k1ng for anyone 
volume, even one of some $Elven hundl''i(f'" 
p$.ges. 

Sehweikex't , Ii . C. ; Inglis, Rewey Belle; Cooper» 
Alioe Cecilia.; S,turdevabji ,Marlon A .• ; Benet VI111.-
1am Rose. Adventuros 1nEhgl1sh Ll, terat.urEh 
N,ew York, Haroourt, l3rac.e reo. ~ 1931, pp.I153 . 

This 1s another cOlnp11at l on of !t;peadlngs,1l 
with an accompanying explanatory text, tor 
use i n the last year (j·f the h i gh s chool 
wher e n survey course in Eng11ah liter a t ure 
is still g iven. 



T.app&n" Ev.. March., /!. Shorts Jill tQ;J:'Z of 
~gland.rft and Amer1oa t eLltel-ature, ( R&­
v18s84edIElon). BOiton,, ' Rouih£on titfJ.1a 
0(>. .• 1921, pp. 4~4~ 

The "book 18 written as a. Qonnec.te4 
,tox, w1 th Q:UsG regar·d to' h1ator-lcal. 
backsroundmd per'pee'tty., tt- pr..­
•• nts 111undnatlng biogaphioal.. data 
aJ:l1 l:ttera17 crltiel •• ; and wbl}.., 1~ 
aurveys the.atb"8 %,1e14 Or Eni,llsh 
·U.terature-... ,tro$ the time. 'bator. 
Chaucer don thrO\lgh thetP'ld ot the 
World War .. • it plAce. emphat18 upon 
those atlthora .l:loa:reth~ greateat. 
of .all • 

. )11,. 'i"appan ' & emphaal s on. the 1J1i... 
portan.ce of tithe times Quring 'wbioh 
an .au thor 1rJ"ote n) 1. ,8'1l811,. c,om:pre­
hended when '01'10 J"eaJ.l ••• that raQat Of 
he,!' wr1 t lng has l;le'en 111 the t1el d ot 
hi.tory, and that she understand. t ,bJt 
Qondltlons and event. and. tore •• that 
mad. an aut.bf)!'s w;rlt. as h$ <Ud. lIo.t 
of he'r book. t~ h tlVe 'been written tor 
TOt.Ulg people. Consequently ,her at71e 
is vt~ll adapted til highsohool reader, •• 

'2. Books St,re881ns Soe1al $aekgro\lftd$ • 

.Bo'aa1s RalphPh1lsipudBahn" Barbax'a. So~1al 
Bacl(K0UD.de ~.f' lmtt1.Sb Li,tera~e~ aostoa, m · lantte iO,nt '. '1 Preaa,. 1123, pp .. 33'1,. 

or thea_e type 1s a, boc>li£ 'wx.-ltten ea-
pr ••• 17 tor atudenta :tnAmer1.oan •. 0hoo3.. 
$,1ld ¢Qlleaea.. The authors, B.al.ph P'h111p 
Boa. and Barbarll M. Kahn., bOth of'the 
English Depart!llent of Centl"al H.igb SChoQl 
in 8;p:l"1,ngfleld, Massachusett,s. haveendeavOl"­
a.d to give ;aoompl.te p1otul'·e 'of 11teduring 
each im:portant ep.ocb in English Itt'era:rl 
hiatory" It 1s not very readabl.e, bu,t , l,t 1. 
a. ndne of lnt-ormatl ('>l),... The illustrations 
a:re chea.pand poor In qual! t7 .• 
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i\n~ther reoent book t hat r eoof!lllzes 
the high school etudent f g need of back­
ground 1nformation. It diff er s from t he 
bookabovt!!l desor ibed : firs t , in that 
Miss Ourtis has gl'ouped her mater ial 
a.ccord1ngto Bubject,s rather t han ehron­
Qlogically in certain periods, but has, 
unfortunately, no-t worked out ,an a.dequ u te 
index, t hu s making tho book rat her d.1ff'1-
cult t or lmmat'Ul~e readors w110 are soskin " 
to go t infol'mnt1on for' n particular timeJ 
and second~ in that it htla a much greater 
v1vidnos ~ or ~tyle tb~n the book by Boa 
and Hahn t'J.nd a gx'eateI' v8.l'iety of 11~u$­
t!'atiOl'lS" which in part :milke up fol'" the 
diffioulty of getti ng on the tI'a.ok of 
the material one wants. 

util i zes the J1personal treatment'· of which 
Mise Powers speaks. Pull of .infOI'l;lat1on. 
l'f)Qdable, and a1.1 ve ., 
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l)avis, iii)n . etearnn . IJife on a, Mediaeval13aroni! a 
P1ctur~ ora Typical Peudal Conr.run1tl rn the ' fE 
~ntU!:1.. New YOI~. nru;·per ,and Brothel's, U~~3',pp . 
414. 

L1ke the otbol:' Davi svolumo , this is 
extremely vivid and abeo'l'bing book .. 

Hare, Kenneth , LOndon in ~t50ne DaYII. (The t itle 
of this book intne Engl.1e (edit Ion is fOur 
Cockney Anoestors'.) Jew York, Payson and 
Clarke Ltd .. , n . d., pp . 258 . 

Exce llent and readable Ilccount s of London 
in Chaucer's day, in Shakes peare 'e , ete . 
Especi,ally good for the mat,u!'e st,?-dent. 



Power, Eileen and Rhoda . Boys and Girls of 
Hl$tor~..( See the Booklist above) . 

Power, Eileen. Mediaeval People . ( See the 
Booklist above }. 
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Qu,ennell,.1Lar jorie andC ,. 1l . B. A Hi etoPf of Every­m Things . in Jmgla~. New YorI{~ Char as scrIb­
ner ' s Sons, n.a,. Two volwnes: (l •. ) pp . 208 and 
(2 . ) pp.206~ Als o bound in one volume . 

A treasury ofinforma.tion, indispensa ­
ble as a reference Dook, but not good 
rea.ding. 

3 . Chaucer Stories 

Chaucer, Geoffrey . CqItPlete i:orks , Ed! ted by 
the Re v« I\ al tar lA . SItes • Ox-rora, Clal~endom 
Press . n . d . , pp . 149 .. 

The best edition of Cbauce:t> in the ori­
ginal for tho u).at u r e Chaucer st1.\dent. 

Stories f:rom tlCht-lUcal-and others", the 
others includ:i!l8 Sir GI1.rrRyn, 'I'he Chequ.eI' of 
t he Hoop, a.n.d Beryn, by unknown author,s; 
Bpenser ' s Part II of the Squlre t s Tale and 
an 16th oentury writer's Part IV ;a.nd Lyd­
gates ' Destruction of Thebes . The stories 
are well told and well connected, the de­
s criptions of i ndiVidual pilgrims f r om the 
Prologue belns introductd here and there 
in the text . Some tales are condensed into 
a parag:r'aph, but one , gets a senss< of the 
whole plan that a selection of t ales Can 
never gi ve, and Mr . Darton explains IllUch that 
migh.t make difficulty for young readers, whl1e 
Hugh Tho'maQn t s delightful illustrations add 
t remendously to the v1vidness of the book . 

Parjeon, Eleanor . Tales from Chaucer-- The Canter­
bury 'Its-les Done i nto Prose ~ Illus trated '6y 
Russell Flint . hew York, J onathan Cape and 
Harri son Smith~ 1930. 



Eleanor PaI'j@on hils Itept most Qf the 
t ales and all the intel"lud'3s , although 
very long tales. have 'been condensed and 
tales containing incidents not suit able 
t o young readers have beEtn al tered or 
omitted. She has an agreeable s tyle . 

Ha'fleis, a.f . ." ~uco~ for Chlldren-- A Golden ,K~l. 
LondoI'l , Ch~.lto u11d ·induitJ , 1900" pp . 112 .. 

A l ong 0J1:planatory i ntroduction and mnrry il .. 
lustrations accom:pany the story of <"'1laueer t s 
l .i re .. &l''ltl the Prologue and five o f the tales: 
~e Knight" s T:itle I' the ll':r1ar ' s Talo, t h 
Clerk,!;,'.s '::a1..t.;, the Pranklin ~ s Ta.le and the 
Pardonerts .T&le. I n parts " the original and 
a modern version a r e printed in parullel 
columns . 

Hill, Frank Ernest . 'llhe, Cantel'b'Jx;r Tales t '.l'he Prolosp_ 
a nd Four Tales with 'tne bookOf't"fie .!)u.chess and sii 
1..l£les. Trans1aff~d inco modern English. N6\"l '!lorfi, 
r.:o~'Ui"ns ~ ·Green & Co ,. , 1930, pp . 190 . 

A rea.lly dellght1'u.l metrical translation 
qui te in the spirit or the or 1dnal. 

Johnson , R. Brimley. Talea . from Chaucer. London, 
Govra.."lS & Gray, Ltd •. , l~nl, pp .112. 

I ncludes the Knight'.s Talk.e jI the Manor 
L.aw' s 'Tale, the Hunts :?rlest.' s '.ra.le, 
the Par(loner' s Tale~ the ~Vife of Bath ' tiI 
Tale--I'all of Chau cer's tales \vh1<:h 1"11"(;1 

real ly su:tttlble for f a:ll;ily a nd. school 
use ll "ill th a ~:N ote on tho Canterbury 
? 11g~lms\! which Q~plains how the stories 
came to be t o Jd nnd giv e s ex t ractsf room 
t he descrS.ptions of those whosa ta,les are 
given. 

Kelman, Janet Harvey . Stories f'::r am Chaucer '1'0113. to 
hild.l~en . Il l ustruted by • Hea.th ho'binsop. . f .. ondon,. 

T. O. and 11.: . 0 .. , Jack, n . c;i . , pp . 114. 

Contains the llni (!;ht' s 12ale, th{J Cler'k' a 
Tal e , the F:canklin ' s Talc of CDorigen, e.nd. 
the li.en of Law ' e Tale o f Constance, "'!tery 
.simply ·out quite charm.ingly told for 11 ttla 
children. 
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Mathe,r, Frank , Jewett ,( ad. ),. ?rOl0*lds ' Kni@tt. 
1'&16, and NuntEl 'Pl'le~tl EI Tgi,le trom , ,' ncera 
banterSurf T81e~. BOston; lJo~gK£ol'l. li1r¥lIn -. Co., 
la9l, pp. 4S. . 

A 8-oh001 edition of Ch8'Q,o.r in th.Qrl­
inalwlth U.s l'ull quote. of no·tea, .x .... 

plnnat1Q,na, and ·80 forth. 

Storr,Fr$nc1s and 'hU'ner,He..es. Chaucer Talee Re­
told t,orChl1dren, Boaton, Little,Bpown &; do .. . , 1917, pp.ass. ' 

U4 

·Oontain. the Prologue, the Knight' 8 ·Tale. 
t he Man of Law' B Tale. the lfun l 8 Priest's 
Tale, the Squll'e' e Tale ot Oallaoe, the 
.Pl'amkl:1n's· Tale o f Porigen J. and Chaucer'e 
Taloo! GlW'Je.ly.n, "hieh: in the original 18 
the so- called n Oookt .8 far. II • The .to 1'1 •• 
are jGi.ned: b, lntel'lud.. . "Some po;rtlonl 
have be-en parapMaa.a., with he-re and t bere 
a JIlOdern touoh added. bfyt,hologlcal and 
.. atl'olCil{f1oal p •• &.age. have been tl'ee.11 
pruned. Illustrated with \1Iood eute ot 
the pl1gr1n'ta ·taken from ' the RUe8mere ..... 

~appan, . Ev. Much.. 1!heChauccr , story Do.ok. 
BOlltofi9 HOUghton Mifflin t)". II I{k)b, pp. §lS .. 

E ... H. ~.Papps.n include. the Pl'ologu.c, the Knight t .• 
Tale" th$ Han ot LSJ."-$T.ale (C.()n~tance), ths 
Pr:!c.u:·eIJ8' a Tale., the ,Nun' !! P1"iee.t t s Tale" the 
Pardone.r', 8 Tale, the W1!e of Bath'" Tale., the 
Priap ' 8 ''1\8,19 of tb~ Sumner endth,eFlend, the 
Ole.rk" 8 1'61e" the Squin ' ft Tale, the Fr nr;k1.1n'D 
Tale ( Porisen). 9Jld t he Oanon YeOl!l.tm: ' a 1'&16 ,ot 
the Prl"t who learued to be a philoeopher, and 
also the int ':rludea that introduce th_-- tale8 
chosen 8S I1those reGluiring t 'eweat oms81Qna to 
,adapt, them to the taste of tJw present da;y'\ 
'!'he stories are well t->ld~ 
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Tatlock" J ohn S.1='. and MfackaYEl, Percy. 'lhe Oom­
plete Poetical Yv'ol'ks of Geat'fret Chaucer 'low 'h'st 
Put !ntolO'dern 'English. . rl1uI$ i-1l£1ona DyWar-
wIck GOble . N~'il York, The MacMIl l an Co'. t ; 1912, pp.607. 

fue best Cha.ucer in modorn English tor the 
llJ,8.ture reader ~ It helps 'Young people, too; 
to ,:.ee hO<1 the Tales tit togo,t her , how the 
PU .gr1ms oonment on "no anotber ' s*toriea and 
on life~ und sO' forth. 

Z1o-s1er, OlU'l l;'i> . (.ed1tov) . Chaua.,r t sCanterburl 
'Tales--Seleetlou$ from the Modern Reader '!. Chaucer 

' ti:yl,ol'ili s. P. T,.tl:oek: Elnd ' Percy Mackiye~ lew York, 
The MacM.illan Co . ,1923, pp .172. 

Oontains the K.tuSht t B '1' $.10 , the Nun 's Pr1est t 8 
TrUe, the P'ardQnC}l" s Tt?l e , tho ' tlre of 13at h ' e 
Tale, ~md the Cler),e ' s 'I'nle , wIth the Prologue 

d 80me interludes. A fairly a&tId'actor,. 
text f or s chool r elldin.g . 

4. other Books Quot·ed 

ranfor d, Victor. Intel:<pretatiom;;.:l.Ild l"oreo~at.-
A Stud] o f . Bu.rv1valsanaTendenQies In c(mtemporSl"~ 
Soaietl.' IIsyg York, Mi.tchol1 IUnnerl ey. 1914, PP'. 4 4 ., 

A modern soe1"1)log1st looks at ulcdia evill 
l ife mld at r(~odern 11f e. 

Eoas t Ralph Philip and 3m.ith, Edwin" An I ntrodUc­
tion tq .. ; tlJe Study of L1terlr~~:.. New YorK, Har­
.eour-t t Brace 2nd Co., 1925, pp.4f,)4 •. 

An unu·sual. approaoh to 11ter at'.lre f or 
yo~g students.t with, ho~~veI', ,t oo much 
emphasis ·on th~ formal stru.ctUl'~ of 
novels , plays> and .1 0 forth,. to 'l:'le 'Il8ed 
cOllsttmtly. 

Child, Olarence Q. 'fha Sec(Jnd Sheph erd' a Plal, 
Eye~ a nd Oth er Ea~'li Playa . Bos£on, 
liou. '.ton M1 tfl!n eo ., 1 10, PP . l&j. 

very u sable te~t, _lth good notel. 



Everpaan. The setting of the text hat been ar­
ranged and the p1ct1,lre s drurn and eut 01'1 wood 
by Thomas Derriok. London and Toronto, I .,fI{ o. Dent 
Ill1d'S ons Ltd., New York, E.P. Dutton and Co'., 
1930, pp ', 100. 

The wood cut S' 9.l"e essen t tally Bu1 t ,able ; 
they help greatly to tell the story. 

A most ,beautiful book, unfortunately 
out of print . . 

F1tzpEitric~, Dr . 11:dward /I. . The ~.cl101arshlp of 
Teachers in Secondary Schools'. Illhe Sachs PrIze 
Essay o,f 1926, New' "Yol" k, the MaclUllan Co . , 192'7; 
pp .. 109 . ' 

Dis cusses t h e scholarship of' secondar'Y 
school te'achers and the menns o f lmp-r'Ov­
ing it ... contrasting the Ame1'1e,an situation 
.i th the more sa.tisfactory situati(m 1n 

Germa.ny. ' 

'fraUllle • 

.A. group of imp res sioni,stie sketohes of 
l1.f'e in an Old World. city. 

Leona.rd , St57r11ng A., Moffe t t, Har old Y. " and Moe, 
Maurice W. Jun1or' Liter atuI'c , l:iook 'l'broe.1 
}few Yor'k , (.rho MacMill an Co~., i93!, pp .65:t. 

A book of r ead i ngs. 'based on the idea that 
r e ading 1'5 fo r enjoyment pri mari ly. 80m 
of the selections are excoll,ont . 

LO ;7"i\s a,HfU}nah . 

1 .. read ing list f or h istory Cl EW 8 e s b y Miss 
L031188. o f t he Ch icag o Un! ver e'lty High School. 
in which books are 8.!'J.-anged according to t he 
p~riod they cover, 'with the definite idea of 
tlms giving t o 'boys ani:l girls some tnaigbt 
into the times w11.i eh they study in h istory 
classes. 
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ItlOMill an, Margaret. Bdugst10n through the l!agl n­
atlon. New York, D. Appleton eJld Co ., 1924, pp. 200 .•. 

r ritten by a fJornan of u nusual i ns1ght into 
t he he-arts of little children- this discus.-
ion of the U(Hlgination 0.8 a great educative 
force .. 

Mahaney, Bertha E • ., and Whitney, El1nor. Realms of 
&ld in Children' s Books . 5th IM1tton, Doubl eday; 
DOr'an &: Co., 1§Z9. 

A most exr~ust1ve and painstaking biblio­
graphy containing t he follo l'1ing sections 
part l. cularly t n t eresting to anyone working 
in the field of t he mediaeval! .ho ads to the 
P~.at, 'Illio Midelle Age s , Polk r .. 1terature: He,ro 
n omsnc",:s. . . 

New York,. 

A fairly adequate discus s ion of the psychol­
ogy of' lear'uillg a..'ld teach ing. 

Von Loon, Rendr1k.~ . An Hlstor1CEll .l\eRdi&L1st for 
Children and Grown Ups fuTile S§or·Y ot' it . W. pp. 
4'9- 565. . , 

Uot tl$ satisfactory as tht~ other lists al­
ready m..entloned. 
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