

















Chapter I

INEQUALITY AND ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE IN LATIN AMERICA

There is a very real desire for liberation, development, and
political independence among Latin Americans. '"Awareness'" by masses
of Latin Americans of the inequalities of their lives and its source
in external economic dependence represents a new and decisive force in
social changes occufring all over the continent., It is impossible to
understand the quality of Latin American social life without studying
its dependence upon foreign economies, politics, and culture. The so-
cial order is characterized by conditions of underdevelopment dr;matized
by the imposing phenomena of marginality and poverty. This is largely
influenced by economic, political and cultural structures dependent

upon the industrialized countries and metropolises which monopolize

technology and science.
INEQUALITY IN LATIN AMERICA

Latin America is obviously undergoing major political transform-
ations and economic development., Taking place with extraordinary speed,
this has come to touch and influence every level of human activity:
work, leisure, and religion. This seems to indicate that Latin America.
is on the threshold of a new epoch in its history.

It appears to be a time full of zeal for full emanci-
pation, of liberation from every form of servitude,
of personal maturity and of collective integration

(Colonnese, 1970a:48).

These are the first signs of the painful birth of a new kind of society.


















by the blacks, "mestizos," and other indigenous peoples. The color of
one's skin betrays culturél affiliations and syséems of values which are
totally different from one another. As vertical mobility is virtually
nonexistent, racial integration is very difficult.

The educational structures are oriented toward supporting rather than
transforming dominant social and economic structures. Education is oriented
towards sustaining an economy based on the desire "to have more." Course
content is, in general, too abstract anﬁ formalistic. Didactic ﬁethods
are more concerned with the transmission of knowledge than with thé creation
of a critical spirit. .

Professional formation, especially at the intermediate and higher
levels, frequently sacrifice human excellence on the altar of pragmatism
and immediacy in orderxr to adjust itself to the demands of the labor market.
This type of education is responsible for placing men at the service of
the economy and not the economy at the service of men, as Colonnese (1970a:4)
would say.

There are various forms of oppression by dominant groups. Not exclud-
ing willful oppression, these forms manifest themselves most frequently
in a lamentable insensitivity of the privileged classes to the misery of
marginados. Dominant groups characterize as "subversive activities"
all attempts to change a social system which favors the permanence of
their privilege.

- As a natural consequence of the above-mentioned attitudes, some members
of the dominant group occasionally resort to the use of force to repress
drastically any attempt at opposition. It is easy for them to formulate
such ideological justifications as suppressing communists, or practical

ones such as keeping '"order" to give forceful action an honest appearance.
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