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INTRODucnON 

The voters were ln an ugly mood as the presidential 

campaign of 1932 neared. The ever-deepening depression, th 

lengthening 1:n:ead U.nes in the c:l.tle, . the angry mob of 

farmer. 10 the country81de. the apparent tmmGbl1ity of the 

national governmen t--a1 1 combined to produce a de.pair unique 

iD American hi.tory. 

In a .pir:l.t far from jubilant, the Republican con­

vention 1n Chicago r enoa1nate4 Herbert Hoover. Not to run 

h~ again would have been a di ... l conf ••• lon of failure. 

The platform 1nd.ulgecl 1D extravagant pral.e. of RepubU.can 

anti-upre.slon polic1.. and half"hearted1y prom1.ecl to repeal 

the lU.ghteenth AiDendlDent and return control of 11quor to the 

. state.. The Democ%'aeic conventlon, which allO met in Chicago. 

pu.bed a.ide Alfred E. Smlth. the DeIIOCrat1ecandld.ate in 

1928, and noainated Franklin D. Roo ... elt on tbe thlrd ballot. 

The platfol1D a8.aile4 the .o-called "Hoover depre •• lon, " and 

urged repeal of the prohibition 4IDud8lent . 

In the campaign that followed, Roosevelt a.8\1118d the 

offenalve. In all he traveled about 25,000 .ile.. His radi­

ant per.onality, hia golden .peaklng voice, aad bi. optimis. 

1. 



2. 

created the picture of a vigorous and hopeful individual, in 

glaring contrast to the weary man in the Whi t e House who had 

stru88led with the depression with no apparent .8uccess. 

The result was an overwhelming victory, 10 which the 

Democratic ticket r eceived nearly twenty-thr ee million popular 

votes against sixteen million for the Republicans, in t he 

electoral college, the vote was 472 to 59. The congressional 

vi.ctory was equally sweeping: the Demoerats carried the · 

House by a wide margin, 313 to 117. and the Senate by 59 to 

36. 

The situation worsened in the months between the 

election and installation of the new a~1nistratlon. The ne-

tion's banking system revealed signs of ala~ing weakness .88 

runs on banks became increas:Lngly frequent and the hoarding 

of men set in on a large scale. By Inauguration Day vir­

tually every bank in the United States bad been closed or 

placed under restrictions by proclamation of state governors. 

A situation of virtual collapse of the financial structure 

prevailed. 

In such conditions the new President delivered his 

inaugural address. In a high, ringing volee, he assured the 

American people: 

This great nation will endure as it has endured, 
will revive and will prosper. So first of all, let 
me assert my firm bellef that the only thing we have 



to fear is fear itself--nameless, unreasoning, un­
justified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to 
convert retreat into advance. 

3. 

He went on to promise an immediate special session of 

Congress. He expressed confi dence that the lawmakers would 

pass the necessary recovery legislation. If ordinary powers 

were found to be lnadequate to deal with the situation, he 

would ask Congress for "broad executive power to wage a war 

against the emergency, as great as the power that would be 

given to me 1f we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe . " He 

called for "action, and action now. " 

Roosevelt moved decisively. Invoking powers granted 

by the Trading with the Enemy Act of 1917, he proclaimed a 

nationwide banking holiday , March 6-10, 1933, preliminary to 

opening most of the banks on a sounder basis. l He then 8~ 

moned the Seventy-third Congress to conVeti,) in special session 

on March 9 to cope with the national emergency.2 The members 

stayed at their de.ks for the so-called "Hundred Daysn 

(March 9 - June 16, 1933), grinding out an unprecedented . 

amount of legislation. Roosevelt's program was sparked by 

three R's--relief , recovery, and reform--and the Hundred Days 

Congress responded by passing many e •• ential. of the New Deal 

lSamuel I . Rosenman (ed.). The Public Papers and 
Addre •••• of FranklinD. Roosevelt . Vol. II: The Year of 
Crisis, 1933 (New York, 1938), pp . 24-26. Herafter cited 
as Public Papers of FOR. 

2 
~., p. 17. 
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" three R's. " Because legislation wal passed or approved as 

a matter of course or routine by the Democratic Majority, the 

Majority has been labeled a "rubber-stampl1 agency. The Repub-

lican Minority, however, has been rarely noted, much less 

labeled, and if thought of , considered a probabl e shadow of 

the rubber - stamp set . It is my purpose, ther efore , to bring 

this shadow to light by describing the part pl ayed by the m~ 

bers of the Republican Minor ity with regard to ten major 

legislat ive enactments of the Hundred Days ' Congress . These 

major bills are : the Emergency Banking Act , the Economy Act, 

the Agricultural Adj ustment Act, the Federal Emergency Relief 

Act, the Tennessee Valley Authority Act, the National Indus­

trial Recovery Act, the Emergency Relief Act (reforestation 

act), the Truth in Securities Act , the Glass-Steagall Banking 

Act, and the Emergency Railroad Transportation Act. 

The Republican Minority in the Seventy-third Con­

gress was comprised of one hundred and fifty-three members. 

One hundred and sixteen men and one woman took their seats on 

the Republican side of the House of Representatives, while 

36 men were counted among the Senators. A New York business 

man, Bertrand H. Snell, conservatively cautious and conspicu­

ously anti-New Deal, was stage manager in the House as Minori­

ty Floor Leader.) His make-up men, were Robert Luce (Mass.), 

3Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., The Age of Roosevelt, 
Vol. 11: Tbe Cgmioa of the N@y D@al (Boston, 1958), p. 480. 
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Conference Chairman, Harry L. Englebright (Calif.). Whip, and 

Aseistant Whips, . Joseph L. Hooper (Mich.). James Wolfenden ' (Pa. ) 

and Josepb W. Martin, Jr. (Mas •• )4 In the Senate stood Ore­

gon'. Charlet L. MCNary, cautiously pro-New neal,S with 

Stmeon D. Fess (Ohio), As.ietant MInority Floor Leader. and 

Arthur H. Vandenberg (Mich.), Whip, at bie 8ide. 6 Leading 

I118n,8upporting actors. and bit-part players, aa well a. mob­

acene cast were ready witbin Republican wings, and the role 

of tbe Republican Minority was uncurtained. 

4E4ward P. Herring, "First Session of the 73d Con­
gre.a, " American Political Science Review; XXVIII (February 
1934), 66. 

SSchleainser, II, 480. 

6aerring. American Political Science Review, 
XXVIII, 66. 



CHAPTER 1 

FROM SHADOW TO SAVIOR 

As shadow, savior, antagonist, advocate, the Repub­

lican Minority acted and reacted. In the early days of 

March. Republicans forgot they were Republicans and DemocX'at8 

forgot they were Democrats as they met to save the banking 

structure of the nation. l After one such meeting, House 

MiooX'ity I.eadeX', BeX'trand Snell, admitted to the "terrible'~ 

banking situation and promised immediate acceptance of the 

Adm1nistX'atlon'l pX'opolals. 2 

The following day, half an hour befoX'e CongX'e.1 

aSlembled, a rough·dX'aft form of the Emergency Banking bill 

was completed. 3 It authoJ;'ized the Chief Executive to close 

banks, ilsue currency, and place ineolvent banks in the hands 

of cODservatorl. 4 

laaymond Holey, After Seven YeaX's (New YoX'lc, 1939), 
p. 151. 

2New York Times, MaX'ch 9, 1933, p. 1. 

46. 

6 



7. 

Gathering as the Minority of a Committee of the 

Whole House on the State of the Union, the congressmen on 

the Republican side of the aisle applauded the words of 

Bertrand Snell who 81Delled fire and said this paper could put 

it out. S Herbert Hoover had cautioned the Minor.lty to Itsub­

ject all proposals to the scrutiny of cOD~tructive debate-, .. 6 

. but Robert Luee v01ced Republican realization that, "Judgment 

mult be waived ••• argument ••• 8ileneed ••• without 

critici8ID lest we do harm by delay." 7 

Only Louis T. McFadden (Pa.), saw harmful "central-

iaation" couched in the "dictatorial" remedy. He called for 

an audit of the Treasury Department and the Federal ReeeEVe ' 

banke • . Yet, he ag1:'e.d to support the bill, if. in reality, 

it represented "the ideas of the new aclmini.tration.-the New 

Dea1.,,8 

Forty lIinutee after ite initial reading by Henry B. 

Steagall (D .... Ala.), Chairman of the Banking and Currency 

Su. 5., Con&ree •. ional Record. 73d Cong •• let 5 ••••• 
March 9, 1933, LXXVII, Part 1, 76. 

6"The Role of the Republican Party in OppositionU 

(Lett.r to Everett Sander.,ChainNln of the Republican Nation­
al Committee, February 27, 1933) .• in Herbert Hoov.r, Addre •• ee 
Upon the American Road. 1933-1938 (New York, 1938,) p. 37 

7 . . U. S., Congres.lona1 Record, 73d Cong., 1st Se88., 
March 9, 1933, LXXVII, Part 1, 79. 

8Ibid., 80. 



8. 

Committee, H. R. 1491 passed through House hand. without re-

feX'ral to Committee, amendment, voice vote. or Republican . 

reproach.' 

The ideas of the New Deal as expressed in the Bank-

ing measure were introduced into the Senate by Duncan U. 

Fletcher (D. - Fla .• ). Chairman of the Committee on Banking 

and Currency. as S. 1.10 . 

Republican r esponse and action, thougb not as swift 

as in the House. was, in like manner, soft and shadowed. 

Intra-party discord had been stifled two days earlier with the 

aid of Charles McNary. Davld Reed (Pa.), carrier of the !fbig 

stick" .for the conservative Republican force, was persuaded 

to lay it aside and abide by party will which pressed him to 

abandon his resolution to oust Roosevelt Republicane from 

Committee ranks. And men such as Robert M. LaFollette, Jr •• 

(Wi •• ), Hiram Johnson (Callf.), and George W. Non'l.(Nebr.) 

were welcomed into the Minority roll call to emerge protago­

niets from the Republican winss.ll 

After an hour long examination by the Committee on 

banking and currency the unamended bill was ignored in favor 

9Ibid., 76-81. -
10Ibld., SO'. 

llNew York Times, March 8. 1933, p. 9. 
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of H. R. 1491.12 

Duri.ng floor debate it was Reed who willingly "post­

poned • • • petty cl"iticisms" of the Bank Bill, realizing the 

measure's "resulting confidence.,,13 It was LaFollette who, 

fearing the settlement of a banking dictatorship in "liquid-

bank" cities like New York, to the "strangulation" of small 

areas lamented, "The Government places its credit at the com-

mand of the strong, and, I judge, hopes they will deal wisely 

and gently by the weak. tt14 To Arthur H. Vandenberg the 

strongest of cOlllD4nders seemed to be the Comptroller of the 

Currency, whose control rendered the Vandenberg "aye" more 

reluctant: 

Although disbelieving completely in the sum­
mary liquidation theory upon which it (H. R. 1491) 
seems chiefly to be bu,ilt, solely because this 
critical moment does require a forward march, I 
shall vote, reluctantly, "aye. 1115 

However , reluctantly, Republicans responded 23 to 5 

in favor of the first enactment of the Hundred Days, with 
I";' 

progressives W11liaaa E. Borah (Ida.), Robert D. Carey 

(Wyo.), Porter H. Dale (Vt.), Gerald P. Nye (N. D.) and 

l2U. S., Congressional Record, 73d Cong., 1st Sess., 
March 9, 1933, LXXVII. Part 1, 54. 

13Ibld., 59. 

141bid., 64-65. 

l5Ibid., 52, 62. ------ . 
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Robert M. LaFollette, Jr . , alone remembering that the role of 

the opposition is to oppose.16 By eight in the evening , H.. R. 

1491 was Public Law, and it seemed the President was indeed 

the Master puppeteer to both countrymen and Congress . 17 

On March 10, a draft of the Roosevelt "economy" bill 

was delivered at the portals of the House of Representatives 

for Democratic approva1. 18 The party control denied delibera­

tion and virtually demanded favorable deoisions . 19 However, 

his own received it not. Party bosses cringed as the Minority 

membership crossed the aisle 69 strong, and shadow turned 

savior, breathed life into H. It . 2820. 20 

The bill fl t o maintain the credlt of the United States 

Government" allowed the President to reorganize and reduce 

government debts i n two ways: first, by a cutin veteran com-

pensation (Title I), and , second, by a slice-up of government 

salaries (Title 11).21 

16Ibid., 66-67. 

17Lawrence H •. Chamberlain, The President, Congress 
and Legislation (New York, c. 1946) , Note , p . 324. 

18U. S., Congressional Record, 73dCong., 1st Sess., 
March 10, 1933, LXXVII , Part 1, 172. 

19Herring, Presidential Leadership: The Political 
Relations of Congress and the Chief Executive (New York, 
1940). p. 55. 

20U. S., Congressional Record, 73d Cong., 1st Sess ., 
March 11, 1933, LXXVII, Part 1, 218. . 

21Te::tt of An Act to Maintain the Credi.t of the United 
States Government in Lapp, pp . 200-215. 
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Durinll the tl.Jo-hour, equally divided debate on 

March 11, Republican time and temper were controlled by 

eccmomy-minded John Taber (N. y . ).22 He yielded first, to a 

trlumverate of tormentors, Gerald J. Boileau (Wise.) , Gardner 

R. Withrow (Wise . ) and William Lemke (N. D. ) . 

Lemke pleaded the cause of the disabled veteran 

tossed about in Title I in the hands of "international bankers 

(who) continue to clip the coupons from their war-profit 

. bonds . ,,23 Representatives Boileau and Withrow decried presi­

dential power being expanded through the desertion of congres­

sional duty and courage. To Boileau the delegation of such 

duty to the Executive was enigmatic . 24 And Withrow questioned 

congressional qualms over the casting of "yeaH or "nay, II con-

cludinSt, "cast • • • votes to declare the President dictator., 

and close up the doors of Conaress and home . ,,25 Presenting 

too, the statistics of sorrily budgeted New York State of the 

Roosevelt gubernatorial rei gn, Withrow wondered how American 

ills could be healed by the same hand. 26 

But the twelve economy advocates of tbe Minority did 

22U . S. , Congressional Record , 73d Cong . , 1st Se88 ., 
March 11, 1933, LXXVII, Part 1, 200. 

23 Ibid. , 203 . 

24Ibid. i 202. -
25Ibld. -
26 ~., 202 ... 203 . 
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not wonder . To Walter G. Andrews (N. Y. ) , Fred A. Britten 

(IlL) and Bertrand Snell, the necessity of stabilizing the 

country ' s economy with Roosevelt rules, surpassed class, 

party or re- election . 27 Frederick Lehlbach (N. J . ) and 

Harold McGugin (Kan . ) especially attacked the faithlessness 

of the Democrats . 28 The gentleman from Kansas, a member of 

the Commi ttee on Economy, which had studied t he measure, 

chided the Democrats for being "afraid to trust the Presi­

dent,"29 and Lehlbach promised to back the President no matter 

how many Democrat s did not . 30 Representative William Connery 

(Mass . ), in particular, did not, as he demanded a recommittal 

of the bill to Commit tee in hopes of never hearing of it again. 

31 His motion met defeat by a vote of 90 to 272. In general , 

92 of the Majority voiced a "nay" opinion,32 the Assistant 

Floor Leader, two members of the Steering Committee, and 

four Party Whips numbered among them. 33 

27Ibid. ~ 207, 210 , 216 . 

28 
~ • • 211 . 21~ . 

29 Ibid., 212 . 

30 .!.ill.. 21L 

31 Ibid., 217 . -
32Ibid . , 217-18 . 

33Herring, American Political Science Review, 
XXVIII, 12. 
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In the Senate chamber S. 233 was abandoned in favor 

of H. R. 2820,34 and on March l3~ 14 and 15 debat e ensued · 

with L. J . Dickinson (Ia . ), Robert M. LaFollette , Jr. , 

Arthur H. Vandenberg and Henry D. Hatfield (W. Va . ) being 

especially enamored of the faults of Title I . Both Dickin-

SOD and LaFollette acted to amend the act through substitution. 

LaFollette called for a fifteen percent reduction in veterans ' 

compensation , since reduction of government salaries were to 

be that amount . 35 This idea was rejected ,36 as was the Dick~ 

inson plan for a flat cut of $124 , 000 ,000 in veteran compen­

sations . 37 Vandenberg bemoaned the disintegration of veteran 

legislation of the l ast twelve years as "grossly unjust,,,38 

and Hatfield studied every section of Title I with the decision 

that . "There has never been introduced i n the Halls of Con-

gress a more sweeping measure or one which so ruthlessly 

destroys series of constructive acts : B9 He brought forth 

court decisions, medical records and tear-provoking thoughts 

of "gray-haired veterans and • • • widows" 40 , as if to echo 

340. S ., ~ongrElBsional Record , 73d Cong., 1st Sess ., 
March 13 , 1933, LXXVII , Part 1, 276 . 

35Ibid.,March 15, 1933, LXXVII, Part 1, 444. 

36lbid . , 448 . -
37Ibid., 462 

38Ibid. , March 13 , 1933, LXXVII , Part 1, 272. -39 . lhid. , March 15 , 1933, LXXVII, Part 1, 447 . 
401bid., 445-47. 



the warning of James Couzens (Mich . ) who had .aid: 

1 hope that any MeiDber of t his body who has 
the nerve to walk out of thi. Chamber after having 
voted for this iniquitous measure will hang his 
head in shame for having approved an increase of 
1,000 to 1,800 percent in intere.t rates for the 
money len4er while he would take away from the 
veterans 4S to 50 percent of their .mall allow-
8nces. 41 

14. 

Senator Arthur R. Robinson (Ind. ) and the Honorable 

William E. Borah alone uncovered Title 11 and cuts in govern-

ment .alariea, and then only for a swift showing and sad 

appraisal, 42 while Frederick Steiwer (Ore.) and Dickinson 

shouted of the shame and sham of congressional activity and 

responsibil ity: 43 

Inatead of making an effort to see whether or 
not Congre •• could function in the matter, it is 
s~ly asked that we transfer to the Executive 
department the legislative authority of this body 
for fixing compensation •••• 44 

Senators Simeon D. Fesa , Arthur Capper (lCan . ), and 

Danlel O. Hastings (Del .) stood hopefully with the measure45 

insistlng tbat "'!'he existing orderchangeth; the new deal ls 

459. 

41lbid., March 14, 1933, LXXVII , Part 1, 346. 

42lbid., 350, 336-37 • .......... 
43lbid., 344; ~ •• March 15, 1933, LXXVII , Part 1. 

44L~ i.J . Dickin.on, Ibid. -
45U. S., Cengr."ional Record, 73d Cong., 1.t S •• s., 

March 14, 1933. LXXV'II. Part 1. 311, 319. 322 . 327 .. 331. 



15 . 

is at hand.,,46 

During the f i ght for economy, existing order had 

indeed .disappearedfrom the Democratic ranks of the Lower 

House and t he Republican Minority had handed in a new deal 

victory. In the Senate, where amendment was allowed,47 

Republican members amended fruitlessly, argued furiously and 

finally with the exception of nine "nays , " said "amen" t o the 

act "to maintain the credit of the United States Government," 

H. R. · 2820. 48 

4~ . yuaniel O. Hastings, ~., 331. 

47Herring, American Political Science Review, 
XXVII, 80. 

48U• S., Congressional Record, 73d Cong., 1st Sass., 
March 15 , 1933, LXXVII , Part 1, 471 . 



CHAPTER II 

FROM ADVOCATE TO ANTAGONIST 

Four acts served to change this Cinderella coach of 

Republican-Roosevelt relationship into the reality of a huge, 

most unsatisfactory, pumpkin, the seeds of which reeked 

offensively. Such seed.s were the Agricultural Adjustment 

Act,l the Federal Emergency Rel i ef Act,2 the Tennessee Valley 

Authority Act, 3 and. the National Industrial Recovery Act . 4 

Of the four, the act which hardened the core of the 

Republican heart into reg.rding the New Deal enactments of 

1933 a holocaust of legislation was the first , H. R. 3835, 

proposing to place agricultural products on a price parity 

with other items such as possessed in the 1909-1914 period , 

or, 1n regards to tobacco, the 1919-1929 period. Farm prices 

would be raised through reduction of acreage of basic farm 

products and through a managed marketing of them by the 

Secretary of Agriculture. Farmers would be given payments 

1 H. R. 3835. Approved May 12, 1933. 

2H. R. 4606. Approved May 12, 1933. 

3B. R. 5081. Approved May 18, 1933. 

4H. R. 5755. Approved June 16, 1933. 

16 
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and benefits, the cost of such being procured through a tax 

levied upon all processors of the products concerned.S 

The Agricultural Adjustment bill was presented in 

the House on March 16 with Presidential admission that this 

was a "new and untrod path.,,6 The path proved a painful one 

for Republicans in Senate and House , in Progressive and 

Conservative corners. Recalled Joseph W. Martin, Jr ., 

(appointed "assistant" House leader by Bertrand Sne1l) 7 "We 

had to struggle to stay alive under t he onslaught of this 

host . In our opposition •• • self-preservation often became 

an end in itself. uS On March 20 the bill was reported out of 

the Committee on Agriculture by Hampton P. Fulmer (D. - S. C. )9 

and the following day Republican ranks were ruffled when a 

gag-rule resolution was presented allowing for a debate not 

exceeding four hours with no point of order or motion, except 

to recommit, entertained. 10 

5Text of The Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933 
in Lapp , pp. 227-40. 

6public Papers of FOR, II, 74. 

7Joseph W. Martin, Jr., ~ First Fifty Years in 
Politics (New York, 1960), p . 73 . . 

8Ibid., p. 66 

9u~ s.,Contressiona1 Record, 73d Cong., 1st Sess., 
March 20, 1933, LXXvI, 'art 1, 646. 

lOU. S., CQngressiona1 Record, 73d Cong., 1st Sess., 
March 21 , 1933, LXXVII , Part 1, 665. 
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Bertl'.nd Snell pUfedat Wh.t he oon.Uere4 a 

"c •• tor 011n rule, ,the p ...... of which woulel prov .• tbe HoU •• 

of Repre •• ntativ., .fraid of It.elf. He pnt.,teel the 01' .. .. 

tion of tax collector. froaI art "UIIJ of .... rvln. ne.o ... ta" 

pl •• dinS the .. labt for M:1no'l'lCy lDOV_nt in _n_nt a. bt-. 

follower •• tood co applauel. ll 

Althou&bth. l'e .. 1utloD .... aPPhVecl,12 deNC. 

eD.eel folt flve aacl ODe-h.lf hour.l3 ¥leh twenty-.1K bpub+ 

li.cwa. tOtal the floor, but balf of thac D"'Q playin, JIOr. 

than a walk-on part. To the Mid-we.c • ." fa. "epre .. Dtatlve •• 

CUalel J. IoU .. u, Fr.d C. Gllchri.t (le.), anel J .... A. 

Fltealt (Wi •• ) ,the ,...... of the ,..,cliDa ... ..,1'. ..... juat 

aDd I'laht ,100. hotb the Daocr.t1c aad a.,ubllcan paltty plac· 

fOl'll8 wr. pled," Co fUJI .. e11e'. The leader of theoouaCI'1, 

they coao..... 1cDovla1 that 435 l'ep8 .. n,at1 •• , could DOt 

'I'.par •• COIIIPllo.Ced ..... q auem a,. the f.n bill, h.el 

,1 ... 4 power 1ft the .ble b.ad. o'th. Sec.e,ary of AS\flcvl­

. Cur., IIeMy A. W.ll.e. l4 th. _ p.tb ... t be tnd upon. 

11 !l!Y., 667-68. 

l2;ay., 611. 
l~L . . ' -C;hamberla1b, p. 2S6. 

. ..' l~. S.L&eir.'IJepal 1Jr." 13c1Coaa., 1,t S •••• , 
MBOh 21, 1933, ' . Part 1, " . 6-87. 681. 
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To olbel' RepubU,caD ey.. thl. DW path va. .een a. a 

IIIOOtb .oaCi to au •• u, wteb tbe band of Hell1'7 A. Wallace . 

cll._tina txalfl c. A terrible tzar wa. the new Sec"e'8ry to 

JOlepb W .• Mal'tln, Jr.,. Ray P. Cha.e (lUnn. ), aDd J .... M. 

a_Ie (pa.):15 

Ju.t .a the Ru •• lan dletatOJr control. the 
uabapp>, fal'llel'l of au.tla, .. ,precll.1y" the 
Seeretary of ap1culture 11 nov lifted up on • 
• upreme throne of POWI' anel _4e the lIIO.t powerful 
officlal of tb~ Goverrmaent , mea"'l'ed by practlHl 
• .ffeotl. by the pOW" cbu. conferred upon hill. 

The pOWer tbulcon·ferrecl upon bill. tbat of taxinl tbe 

pl'OOe.aoJl" of the aax"cultul'al aooct. euu.eratecl 1n the .... \nl'_ 

.Ipeclally, va. propouncle4 unfair by ChaJ:l •• A. £aton (If. J.), 

Fred A. Brltten, Charle. L. GUford (Ma ••• ) and Allen T. 

',beadvay (Ma ••• ) .17 l\eprelentatlve laton rem1rKled the DeIIo-. 

owat. tbat tbey bad voted cIowD a two percent .. le. tax __ lud­

tna 1004 an4 ol.thina. but could now forc. a thirty peneDc 

to on tbe "ec ••• ltJ. •• of 11fe.18 ADd tbe ,8nt1 .. a fJ'Oll 

Il1lnoS.. 1"1'8. at tbe lobb,.,..t fa~ leaul" be1plo& to def .. 

D..ooratlc platforll. aDd the creed of Democracy for the ena· 

15 · . . . Ib14 •• 661. 616-77; .!J!&!! ..... rob 22. 1933, 
LXXVII, Part 1. 754. 

161!&!t., 7" 

17Ib1d., March 21, 1933, LXXVII , Pal'~ 1. 699 .• 6921 
Ibid •• Muob 22. 1933 , LXXVII, Part 1. 750, 73),,35. 

18lb14 •• Maroh 21, 1933, LXXVll, Pal't 1. 699. 
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tioa of • C • . otral IOveJ:'IWent tax-c:ollect1l18 ... hlne au4 a 

tw. cl4tepotil111.19 Chari •• Gifford po.e4 •• aa echo of eh.· ••. 

, .... , 20 •• dold ccmatltutlortall, uhool.s Jame. H. I.ok to 

tho.. 01. Allen Treadwa, 'Who pl'Qved the protapoietof the ta 

verau. Cou.t.itutlon qutll'J. 21 Label11.Dj the tax provi.ion a. 

one b •• eel upon .. i.ncs.l.lnlte aDd general 'lU1.. which DO o.e cau 

:lilt., ... t .nd whtob no two per,ema would lnterprettD th .... 

va., t t. lI. polated to. tb. __ ,.ieD of Cbief Ju.t...... Wl11f.D 

HovuCS taft in t he ca.eof HaptOD " Co. Vel'lU. the Unlted 

State.. 'tIb1ch 4ecl.l"ed .. nbtel1f.a1ble prlDo1pleu the b •• ,. 

upcm whlo.b the .,ulOn .. authorlae4 _, be pen1tte4 b,. CoQP'" 

6 22 M.ia rat ••• 

11. s. au, ... <l4&n.) and W£lU ... t..mke conct.m.,the 

" •• 1" ••• mad Mth0401 uwaJt UPOl1 aat\il'al law. the 1_ .f 

C.aSlt ___ • and of IUPPly and ..... d. ,,23 raaul·t1Da 10 updce. 

f1Jd.na" aacJ ·',.taan80t en.ln __ ," of the ~ I.~ 

aad h1., f..17. 24 Th.~. ot fa •• I'tgqe l'al1.f •• 00l'I­

.14ued by tb. Kall ••• · .. n, but qulokl,. en,bed by hi. fall" 

19l!tY_» "2. 

20Ib1d •• Mal:en 22. 1933. LXXVIl. 'ut 1. 750. 

21.D.Y. f 1St..JS. 735. 

22l!is!_» 73'. 

23.aw •• 738. 

24xl,U. J 747. 
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congresnaan from the industrial East, Cbarles Oi£ford,25 to 

be incorporated into tbe -..sure by Senate hands, legialative 

bands "necessary," confes.ed Charles A. Eaton, "to give tbe 

bill a semblance of sanity. "26 The Agr1cu1tura1 Adjustment 

measure pas.ed tbe House on March 22 by a 315 to 98 '''yean and 

"nay" count, the Minority casting 39 "yea,U and 73 unays" 

upon this seed to be nourished by the 88Oat01"8. 27 

And while the House Republicans rage4,Charles L. 

McNary (Oreg.). Minority Leader and ranking M!nOl;'l.t, 1IICIIIIber 

of tbe Senate Committe. on Agriculture and Forestry, watered 

tbe seed in announcing that be would strive to stabilize the 

bill by limiting re11 .• f to cotton and wheat. 28 The Senate 

Committee conducted bearings on H. R. 383529 and during tbea 

Charles L. McNary anclGeorge W. Non-is provided the voice of 

tbe •• ven-membered Minority30 in attempts to scrutinize, 

.tabiU .• e. and simplify the measure. 

25~.J 739. 750. 

26Ib1d., Marcb 21, 1933, LXXVII, 'art 1. 699-700. -
27Ibid., March 22; 1933, LXXVII, 'art 1, 765. 

28Nn York. Time., March 23. 1933, p. 1. 

29Marcb 17. 24. 25. 27, 28, 1933. 

3<>Other lINIIIbera were Arthur Capper, 'eter Norbeck 
(S. D.), Lynn J. Frazier (N. D.), ' Henry D. Hatfield, and 
Bronson CUtting (N. M.). 
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'0 Secretary He.orY A. Wallace both men lamente4 the 

8\18e of the proceSlor who was bound by a stasaering llcAttS· 

31 ln8 .,..tem to stay within the limits of the bill. - And th 

pllaht of the country ' 8 consumer taxecl $800,000,000 was not 

forgotten~ , 32 but tn. plioh1. Clf the fUller Hon the bottom of 

the ')'l'amidn occuple4 til majority of the Minority t 1me. 33 

Francia .I . Clair, p1:a.aldent of the NatiDnal League for EcOnom­

ic $tab1U.&atlon. proposed to allow farmer retainment and 

cootrol of the crop by the individual . 34 John A. Simpson, 

pre.t4eDt of the National Fermer' 8 Union, on tbe contrary, 

cOIN;~lve4 of a pl.., whereby the Secretary of Aaru:ulture would 

store the IUrplu.. and U.ceD.. graln operator., CODtrol11Dg 

crops Whil.paranteeins the "co.t-of-productiont
, to the 

lndlv:Lclual fal'1ller . 35 Botb plaDs were pr •• ent~ and probed. 

an4 b •• r1aa' cOD.luded, but ltepubliC4Ul cOlllDltteo men studied 

further with Senator McNary in nin.ty minute meetings on 

Apr.il " 6, .-ncl 7.36 

31U• S •• Con"' •••• Senat. , C_ttt.e CD Ap1cultu ... 
ami FOJ: •• try, HeiJ:1n',. on ,Hi &, 383S. Ap1cultural Ad'U.t!!Dt 
Act, 73cl Coos., at Se88 •• 1 33, pp. 13-1.5, 18. 

32 11»&4. " Ih 36. 

33Ibid. II p .. 60 . 

~Jb14., p . 207. 
35 Ibid., ,. 169. -
3~. S., Conarl.slopa1 kHJ:ci, "3d Cona_, lat Seas. II 

ApS'il 7,1 1933, LXXVII, Pan 2, 1403. 
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On April 7 .en John H. Bankbeact (D. ... Ala.) popo •• d 

• COD.tdel'att.cm of ca.u.tt.. ...n-.ot. cm tbe Senate floor. 

lfoBaI7 u .... d that cllecu,.tcm and aotlon be pot'POP" untll 

Aprt,l 10, al10wins Republic •• tb. wekeDel to prepar. tbes.. 

nactlon.37 

MiDorit, l'uotf,oQ 4Z'Y.t.lliact iD the font of ....s. 
MDt • .., the c_f.tt ...... DCIH CoaclUlit.oa, wlth off.rinl' 

• ., .. ially bola Iobert D. 0.1'8', Ceo'rseW. Ronl., anct L)'DD J. 

Frot ... 38 .. butUl oq.talU.a. in the ftaure of David A. 

heel. COD'enative .tI'00-l· .... vitb Mtbul' H. Vaad.MI" an4 

SI.MoD D. re,. aJaOl\l bi. .baclov •• 

Of the .1&btrf1v. ......'..it.l'.. by botb .ide • 

• , tb. al.1., two arcu ... CODlre •• lout t~'I'Ii. to the tender­

•• t of .. ar.... Tha •• ware the ttco.t.of"",~tioD·f _ ....... t 

(MeDGn.' 83) authol'eel .,Johft A. SiIIp.. .. offewM b, 

Ceo"S. W. Nord .• , .... an Ut'lacloD .. D4Mnt autborulna the 

1 •• ue. of peeabak ••• 1' .... tloo of the dollA. t • _14 ooa­

tent,aDd r ..... tlaa.i.oa .f,llv_ < .... .,t 85) '9 pr ... atH 

37l!!i4. 

38nd .••• · Apdl 10. 1933, LXXVII. P.X" 2. 1412; ~ •• 
A,d.l 12, 1933, LXXVII. 'art 2. 1'48, Apl'll 20., 1933., LxXViI, 
'art 2, 1982; Ibid., Ap~U 10,1933, LXXVII.,. Put 2. 1447. 
April 12. 1933, LXXVtl, 'art 2. 1537. AprU 1', 19". LXXVII, 
Part 2,. 1886, Apl'll 19, 1933, LXXVII, ParI; 2, 1942. Ap1'11 21. 
1933, LXXVII, 'al'1: 3.. 2'61. 

of Cold 
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by l1Mr !bome. (Okl a . ) . 

On AprU 12 Senator Roni. upl ainecl the ncosc-of': 

pto4Uoeion" plan. aJU14 tbe qutuJCtcmlD, ·of Senae_ Fe •• about 

Pl:'tc.d..t.nt1na,~lo" ot dUferent , ... ct •• of proclucc. (8.eo1:.· 

taX')' Wallace va. to ".cUe ~. l •• e.). tbe 1'''11n,8 of 

Senator ' an4ebbua c.acemil1g tbe prtc •• fb1a, "deaof tbe 

ntte-. "Pb. D'-· procluot , alldtbe ••• tS,DII of Seaat01: bed 

envi.ioni., poor IIOCn8Jrl vaable to pure-hasemilk for .tarnas 

babi., only beeau •• "m1tlc and th.tr p:nduct." « .. e in tb. 

elutcb •• of the apicultural tar.1tO 

Whe. .. Detao~.tk It." wa. -takenb, Jo •• ph T. 

RoblDlIOD (~k.) to'l: SweeState adjournllutOt with attion on 

......... at 83 aftel' _ tht~t,.....1nut. debate the next clay. Sen • • 

tor ~*'Y J:.taliaee4 with. Bepubl1can atap of prot •• t until 

• niDety-atilNte debate •• _sreeclupon. 41 

Ol'l April 21, 'eu«tor Dav1d , A. R." Wftled prota,o­

ol.e to'Wal"d wh4t b. thou.bt a.American tltaled,., tbe omolbu • 

.... dael'1t of !l1H'I' th.... oonoemiDI clan .. ,. And while be 

elt4 10, ".b_otl, "1'1 •• aJl11lnJ.tu. • 1'0,,,"-"11'1 a,u.k 

4OU,. S. ,..",,,.&09.1 .• rd., lJctCooa., lat S .. II •• 
A,l'l1 12, 193', . ~ Part 2. ~ -66, .w.u.ol.t •• Cive 
.utho%'. of the btll we,"_ HenlY A. wal1.oe. bdo ... G. Tupel1., 
Aa.l ,. ·tan.t SM1I'eta1:J of Ap'icoltuye. an4 Hotdee.i lukiel • 
. ~ a4v1M1I' '" tb.e eS.-rtMut of apiG.I,ure, a.be:r:. of 
the "brain tcuat. n 

41.aw •• U68. 
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signed by the conservative Republican core of the House and 

Senate was in preparation. 42 Senators David Reed and Fredric 

C. Walcott (Conn . ) and House Leader Bertrand Snell and Repre-

8entative Robert Luce, ranking Minority member of the Banking 

and Currency Committee which amended the measure, signed this 

.statement denouncing the amendment as against "the most ele-

mentary principles of sound monetary credit and financial 

policies . ,,43 It represented the first and only party attack 

by Republicans against the R~osevelt adminilt~ation.44 Demo­

crats denounced Republicans and Democrats as Republicans 

denounced Democrats and Republicans and the Thomas Amendment 

was offered on April 22 and brought to the floor for debate 

on April 24, with Senator Reed shouting, "I do not want to 

take poison because the Nation is ill, and the Senator is 

offering financial poison to the people of America.,,45 The 

poisonous potion passed four days later with progressive 

Republican ranks tasting .it and . finding it t .o be good . 46 

Other amendment offerings accepted by both parties 

42New York Times, April 22, 1933, p. 1. 

43Ibid. 

44Ibid . -
45U. 5. , Congressional Record, 734 Cong . , 1st Ses8 ., 

April 22 , 1933 , LXXVII , Part 2, 2170; · ill!!., April 24, 1933 , 
LXXVII, Part 2, 2229 . 

46Ibid . , April 28, 1933, LXXVII, Part 3. 2551-52 . -
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nc:lu<1eCl three pres d bv L' • one ask1ng that pre-

mi' eat farmers for protein content in their product 

e 1)1 cesSln£ tax, another demanding that 

public so as to further protect 

47 The North Dakota senator "...-~ . the consumer 

u 1 • sena s in committee room, a ureason-

profit" be received by the Nation's "preserver ot new 

wealth , " a ,profit beyond the "cost-oi-production. " And, 

,n spite of Norr1s pro the idea was another "mon-

key-wrench" in the b,ill's .ide, ooU.sh eteated :I.n 

ittee, the amendment was agreed upon. 48 

Robert D. Carey appeared briefly to plead for a ~e.s­

in2 plan in substitute for the' Administration allotment plan, 

with ' . lease of 50 ,000,000 acres of farm land and a ten-per-

cent manufacturers' tax on processed cereals and cotton . Hia 

endment , though accepted by conservatives of his party, 

fail~d pas.age , 49 and on April 28 the Agricultural Adjustment 

Act , lncl ud.1ng a provision for farm mortgage re11ef,50 passed 

47U. S., £ongresslona1 Record , 73d Cong. , 1st Se8s. , 
April 10el 1, 1933, LXXVII, Part 2, 1447, 1473; Ibid •• April 
18, 1933, LXXVII , Part 2, 1886. 

48~ •• Aprl1 13, 1933, LXXVII , Part 2, l632~36 . 

49Ib1d. , April 28, 1933. LXXVII. Part 3, 2553 .. 58 . 

SOrba measure hadpa8sed the House on April 12, 
1933, ,nth only 12 "nays . " 
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witb progresllve support_ 51 

The Senator. tn.l.ted on thelr amendmeats and asked . . 

a eonf .• t;'ence with the Hou,e 8S Charles McNary andPrederlc C. 

Walcott were appointed to protect Republican partiallties. 52 

The House member. agreed ~ 4 confereDee on May 3 

with John D. Clarke (H. Y .. ) ani Cl1fford. R. Hope (Kan.) aa 

aepublican managers • .53 Seven days later ltepubU.oan bopeelied 

when the Noul.·Simpaon "coet-of·pro4uetf.on" plan was stifled. 

The iI,QU'. would pot recelve It anel the Senate agJreea to Hou •• 

refusal .a proareselve Republicans lamented OVer tbe withered 

fruit of their labo·r. tha,t lay upon tbe unew path"of social-

54 i ... 

The aecond. act bearing the atlgma of .oed.alt. and 

breediDa sign. of Republican dlecont.nt 10 both cba •• ra was 

H. R. 4606, whlch ereat.dthe Fecteral Emergency Relief A_la­

latratloD and author1aed the Recon.truction Finance Corpora. 

tlon to provide relief funGs by 1.wing bond., in the amount 

of $500;000,000 directly to the State. with the approval of 

SlU. S., Copare •• 1ona1 !egor4, 73d COOl •• lat S ••• •• 
Ap"U 28, 1933. LXXVII, 'art 3, ' 2562. 

52101 • • -
S31b1c1~. May 3. 1933, LXXVII, 'art 3. 2814-15. 

54 . . 1 • VV1Ir9 0 " 11»14 •• May 9, · 933. I<IAAw.Iol. Part 3. 3 79; Ibld., 
"1 10. 1933, LXXVII, Part 3. 3121. 
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the Preuidetlt . 55 

On March 21 Democratic Senators Robert Wagner (N; Y.). 

and Edward P. Costigan (Colo.), joinedwlth Robert LaFollette, 

Jr . to introduce the relief measure , s . 812, into the Seo­

te. 56 Two dayS later the btll was reported with amendments 

by Duncan U. Fletcher and a Democratic stampeding process b .... 

,D . However. Charlos McNary blocked dtata consideration. 

or th th the Senate adjourning forty-five minutes 

Ibllna. 51 ary did not explain b tlon 

during the sesslon , but lt reported later that Republican. 

considered the b111 a "public dole'" and would a,ttack lt on 

that around. 58 The next Gay the measure was debated with the 

onlv Republican ground-holder being Simeon D. Peas who pro­

.pounded before tbe 55-11 vote59 that: 

~ colleagui!) are starting on 4 poU.cy which 
they will never ba able to abanc:lon , and: the t1me 
will come when most people will rue the tDauguratlon 
of the policy that th~ Federal Government is re.pon-o 
ible for unemployment and therefor.sbould suppl ... 

the wherewithal to take the place of unemployment . 60 

55Text of Feder al Emergency Rellef Act in Lapp , 
pp . llS- 21 . 

March 

reh 

Se ••• J 

S7Ibid., March 29 , 1933, LXXVII, Part 1, 946. - . . 

S8New YOlk Tilles , Marcb 30, 1933, p. 9. 

5yu. 
• 1933, 
6OIbi.c1 •• 

Congressional Reaerci. 73d Cong., 1st S •••• , 
V'l ..... . » Part 1. 1042 

- 1036. 
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Flfteen of the 17 "naySn were e4.t by aepubllcan. on March 30 

in the flr.t "substantial It M1nors'ty opposition. 61 

On April 3 when the House received the message tha t 

S. 812 had passed, Hlnorlty opposition formed in a resolution 

ssettina that the btll be returned to the 

enat. w1tb the meosaae that introduction of a revenue bill 

by tba,t bOdy constitutecl an "i.nfrlngement of tne privilege. 

of the House. tf62 After a further disagreement between h 

Bertrand Snell and James F. Byrnes (D .... S. C. ) tbe re801u-
63 

tlOD was X'eferred to the Jud.iclary eo.ittee on April 4, 

,adem t hat day David J . Lewis (D . - tid.) introduced a bill 

IImit.1" t o S. 812, H. R. 4606 , which W'" liven over for con­

n to the Coaalttee on Banking anel Cun-enc,.64 

.n4 it dtd con,ider :l.t in five- day hearlo&s, 65 

durl11g 'which Republican d1.tress was viewed by CanoU L. 

-ad}' (Me . ) and voleed by Robert W ee . a 

61 •• York. T1aIe., Kareh 31, 1933, p. 4. 

62U. S., CODlr ••• lonal mOrdl 734 Cona., l.t S •••• , 
April 3; 1933, LXXVII, Part 1; 13 • 

63 Ib1d.; April 4, 1933, LXXVII , Part 2, 1207. 

641b1d•• 1240 

65 . . . 
Apx-l1 11, 12., 13, 14, 18. 1933. 

660ther ateIIIbaX'. woe Edwal:'4L. Stok •• (Pa.), JohnB. 
Rol11.ter (Ohio), Je ••• P. Wolcott (Mleh . ) . Peea" A. Cavlcch1a 
(N • .1.) ., .lame. W. Wadsworth ; Jr. (H. Y.) and J .... S1aIpIlOD,Jr. 
(Ill.) 
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While the Committee man from Maine hinted at the 

necessity of State responsibility,67 the gentleman from Massa­

chusetts attacked destruction of States' sovereignty and 

responsibility while parading wayward Republican Plnocchios: 

So far as. 1 know, Mr . Beck and myself are 
the · only Democrats remaining ln thls body. I will 
admit it Mr. Wadsworth (Republican committee member 
from New York) . I am speaking o·f those in the 
United States who believe in the Federal form of 
government and who believe that State responsibility 
was the greatest gift tha t the fathers gave to this 
Nation •••• 68 

He. questioned Senators Wagner and Costigan, appearing before 

the Committee, concerning the freedom of the Reconstruction 

Pinance Corporation, not to be r estrained by either the Com-

mit tee on Appropriations or the tax-paying people of the 

United States. 69 

Minority qualms were not to be restrained either. 

for, two days after the end of the hearings, they materialized 

into a supplement of the committee conclusion, that supplement 

signed by all but Jesse Wolcott and Peter Cavicchia. 70 

The Minority grimaced at the generalit.ies of the 

67 U. S. , Congress, House, COIIIDittee on Banking and 
Currency, Hearings . on H. R • . 4606 1 Federal Emergency Relief 
~, 73d Cong., 1st Sess ., 1933, p. 13. 

681bid., pp. 7, 90. -
69~., ~p. 7, 22 . 

70April 20, 1933. 

'\. 

Presented by Robert Luce. 
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gift-giving idea, couched in the creatiOn of a new administra­

tor it complete with Bureau and monies with wbich to lessen ' 

State responsibility andeacrlfice. 71 

Signposts of disast er were painted by Representatives 

Luee, Hollister and Beedy, each emblazoned with the 80ciali.t1c 

i dea of govemment glft-giving. 72 as the Federal Emergency 

lief measure was debated for t:Wo hours. witb Robert Luee 

llotins Republican time.73 William Lemke stood alone on tbe 

over .. worked axiom that termination of atarvina children n.ees. 

:Ltated the passage of the relief 1"i11. '4 
Explaining tbat be did not wilh to .ee the President 

pressured by salary-grabbers, carroll L. Beedy offered. and 

heard accepted. an amendment fixing the yearly salary of the 

Adainiltrator at a sum not to exceed $8,500. 75 .Democratic 

minds would not accept an amendment by John B. Hollister. 

however , providing that States repay relief money received 

frOtD the Federal Govemllent. 80 the.t Uncle Sam 'WOUld not be 

71U. S •• Congreas, House, Committee on Baoking and 
Curll'ency. Minority Report. on H. R. 4606, Federal Emergency 
hlie! Act, Report No. 46. Part 2, 13d Cong., lst Se ••• , 
1933, pp. 1.3. 

72U· . .. . . . .S., qo"Ee.slonal Record, 73d Cems •• 1st S ••••• 
April 21,1933. LXXVII , Part 2. 2107,2113-14. 2117-18. 

7lIhU.. 2105. 

74lb1d., 2111. -
1SIbid •• 2121-22. -
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gift"giving relative. 76 Even when Representative Luce re­

offered the idea,77 his friends across the aisle refused to 

listen and taunted him for calling the bill communistic. 78 

A parlor game of personality pokes and insult ensued, 

a8 for example between James W. Mott, Republican of Oregon, 

and David J . Lewis, Democratic congressman from Maryland: 

1«>TT: Can the gentleman i.nform us what 
assurance any particular state • • • would have 
under the circumstances of getting anything under 
this bill? 

LEWIS: The gentleman tempt s me to repeat a 
classic rebuke: "0, thou of little faith." When 
the time comes that the administrators of the laws 
of my country cannot be trusted with a fund as 
sacred as this, let us tear down the American f lag 
and forget we are Americans. 

MOTT: May I inquire if that i.s the best 
answer the gentleman can give. 

LEWIS: (No reply.)79 

And Knute Hill of Washington contended concerning the Repub­

lican leaders, "'Whom the gods would destroy they first make 

mad. • fl80 

Along with his conservative fellows , Robert Luce was 

discovering the onslaught of "emergency legislation" to be 

madness personified, personified into armies of administra-

76Ibid., 2119"20. 

77Ibid., 2128. -
78Ibid., 2119. -
79Ibid., 2124"'25. -
80Ibid., 2127. -
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torI. coordinator. and a,-t •• col1e¢tlvi_ relUltlbl tn, 

. "1nva.tcm .f per.onal libertte., truafel!' o,fclutt.afrom the 

State. to tile oat,", aoveromeatal 't_.ltl,.' joint aotlv1-

clet-tbetbr •• ahat _fttlues toward cellt .... lt ... COD,rot ~ with 

.utocracJ jo.t beyoacl. n81 When be llOYd ,to de'.en,. tbe r.l1.f 

... aur. bYl'ec0llllQ1ttal to tbe S .... t. with the onoe·-defeated 

RoIU .• te • .-.nelllent attached. tbe New De.ler. W\114 not bea .. 

It.. DOl' would the Mld-_.t.~ bpubl104nwia,. 82 The b111 

pa .... fr_ tbe Rou •• with 74 fly •• , .' kOll Rep.ub1lc .• n rew. aDd 

• " • .,.,t fo¥' conferaace ntb the S .... ate. 83 

Two da,. ..r1i.r; on *' I, the .... Iure h.a been 

acoepted .ft... Minor1ty Leader. eh.,,1 •• McNary haC! beena •• ured 

that: 1t a.ncltbe .1)!' .. ely pa.HCl Senate bl11 _re of llke na­

tUQ.84 The SenalOr. ap" •• 4 to conference. __ lA, rater 

No"beck to .hare I.epublt.c.D _epI"8 ... t .• '1oQ "'tll t'be Hoo'.·. 

Rebut Luoe." 

Led'l.:S,~e It*-l'''i · Plye}!P!lp,. 

271''1. 
"D,W •• 21%9; DU., May 3, 1933. LXXVII. 'art 3, 

841b14 •• May 1. 1933. LXXVII" 'acot 3., 2610. 

277'1. 
8$Ibicl • • May 3, 1933. LXXVll. fa ... 3. 1790; QU •• 
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Although tb. Senate accepted tb. rapere 1aDeGiately 

upon 1t. return on *y at before HoUI. accepta.e • . Minorliy 

Hen. JO.leph W. Martb" .1 •• and Robel't t.uc., rebelled again., 

aoe." ... of .tl11 another Daoc:rat1c l'Ule. au order that 

tbe report b. ooa.i4e~ with no point. of order al10wec:l 

qala.t it. 86 Satel Martb. "1 hop. the n.ocrat1c Pal't, do •• 

not blend to .tvltlfy It •• lf ••• by tht ••• tir_ IMthocl of 

,.ttlaS a iewpatremage job •• tl87 

1'he third •• eel .f a..publtcan eli· .. oatellt, H. i.. '081, 

•• tAbU .• biD, the Tenne.... Val18Y Authority to develop vat.r 

'power at ..... 1. Shoal., Atabema, in ordaZ' t4>. _.facture faS'tl· 

U ... r andcre.t •• 1.'1'10&1 power. 88.,ranl flo_ the hop •• of 

' .. e.ldent Roo •• v.lt a. INl'tul'.d by the actlvl1d... of ~D4 • 

• , ·llepubU.caD. Geotle W. Bonl •• 89 

POI' t_lve year. Morrl. lntroc:lu .... and retDtroduced 

ht. plan into cODp ••• lon.1 hall.. thl'OUp whteh 1t pa •• eclln 

J...... 1928. only to b. vetoed by Pr •• :.Ldeat C.1v1D C001lqe 

86 · . . l.ItIA •• Kay a,. 1933, LXXVII, 'art 3, 
May 9,l933, LUVll. Put 3, 3085-93. 

2967, 
I!!.¥!. , 

87Did •• 3087. 

"'r.B of. 'Ib!. t....... Valle . Authorlty Ast. in 
Lap" pp. 302-18. 

89Stephen X. laU.,.. aDel Howard D. 8 .... 1. 
§crDap" At Woe <Rev York, c. 1952). p. 194. 
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then. aDd Herbert 1Joov.~ ,., year. late •• 90 Approval of it 

0_ ... May 18, 1933, wtlh 'athel', GaOl'S. NolTl., reeelv1Dg 

tbe pen wlth which It va8 .lped.91 

Conar.,.ional acceptaace and aid va. a.ked by Pre.l­

dent Ioo.welt in au April 10 ...... ,.,9% and on April 11 the 

ltebra.lea Senator eubaittecl b1. 1daa to · the COISIltt.. on 

Aad.culture.nd. Foreatry.93 Aa that Coaalt'.'Cee reported the 

measuJ'e baok after a twelve .inute ... cut'v ••••• ion. another 

Coaalttee, the Rou •• C0II81tce. OR Milt.taT)' Affaire WI heariDI 

M1Dorl.ty Oppe.ltieD to a llke lelea.94 

To Ca.a1tt.e vihe.. John Tab.r, the c1evelopment of 

a 'ertillae%' plant .'pnpo.acl 'by tbe b111, appeared a., .a 

4upl1catloD of avallabl. 'acUlt1e., a cSupU.catlon that would 

ll'equl.:eOOVel'mlent bon4. at the apeD,e of bcluat 1!'Y. 9~ Ao4 

Cbule. EatoD judged thepropou1 of the Governmeat 1n compe. 
, ( 

90eaor,. 'W. Nonl" F~d,QI L1b.1:&l: . 'l'b. Aut,. 
bl.oargby of9Uue W. Nogla 1ieV Yolik, 1945), p. 267. 

91 
Ibid., (I,11uatratlon facial p. 270). 

92hbU.c Paper •• { FDa, Vol . 11~ pp. 122-23. 

9~u. s., CGDlre"IMa1 agoel, 73d Coni., lat S ••••• 
r11 11, 1933, LXXVII, '_I't 2, 1460. 

94New Yg1:'k TW •• April 13, 1933, p . 2. 

95U. S.. CODgte... HoUle, C.-.ittee on Military 
Affau • .• aurin ••• em H. a.S0I1, . !ta1C1. ShOfll. 734 Cona. J 

l.t s ••••• 1933, pt. 41-48. 
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tition with the power and fertilizer industries as "the open 

door ••• to ••• a modified form of sovietism.,,96 

Three of the eight Minority Committee members offered 

opinion8,97 repetitio~. of witnes8es Taber and Eaton . Con-

gressman from Connecticut, Edward Go8S, to the consternation 

of Judson K1og, director of the National Popular Government 

League, compared Government regulation in Russia to the 

bill's proposedregimenta.tion of American power. 98 Tbomas 

C. C~hran (Pa.) complemented his idea with a warning about 

the moral obligation of the Federal Government toward the pri-

. vate cltiaeri investor Who suffers financial ruin if the Govern­

ment becomes a ubu8iness man.,·99 And W. Frank James (Mich.) • 

. committee member for many years., complained that nothing had 

been done with previously invested money for the development 

of fertilizer 10 the area, concluding to Wendell Willkie, 

President of the Commonwealth & Southern Power Corporation, 

that the program was "al1 just language. ,,100 

96Ibid., p. 68 

97Members ,'who did not contribute .ignificantly were 
HArry C. Ransley (Pa.), Vincent Carter (Wyo.), Walter G. 
Andrews. Theodore Christianson (Minn.), and Donald H. McLean 
(N. J.). 

g8Rearings. on H, . R. 5081. l>iJscle Shoal., 73d Cong., 
1st Sess., I933,p. 367. . 

99 ~., p • . 175. 
100 Ibid., p. 176, 234. 
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When the Committee issued a report on April 20, the 

Minority membership included a four-page presentation of U::s 

views on the injustice of the ideas behind the language, 

W. Frank James and Theodore Christianson not among the signers. 

With statistical evidence they pointed to the individual ren­

dered powerless by power holders (administrators) who knew 

not what they or the bill wex-e to accomp'lish.101They con-

tended first, that government manufacture of fertilizer would 

interfere with more than 800 companies; secondly, that the 

Government was already in competition with 41 private enter­

prises; thirdly, that if the President were allowed to 

authorize the construction of transmission lines in the area 

$400,000,000 in investments would be lost; and fourthly, that 

the testimony received failed to clarify generalities into 

pax-ticulars. 102 

On Apx-il 20 Lister Hill (D. - Ala.) introduced H. R. 

5081,103 and fx-om April 22 until the measure's passage'on 

April 25, Minority members concerned themselves not with the 

101U. 5., Congress, House, Committee on Military 
Affairs , Minority ReRort, on H. R.S081! ~scle Shoals, con­
tained in Report NO. 48, Pages IS-18, 7a Cong., 1st Sess., 
1933, pp. 15 ... 18. 

102Ibid • . 

103U. 5., Congressional Record, 73d Cong., · lst Sess., 
April 20, 1933, LXXVII, Part 2, 205S. 
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particulars of the logislatton, but instead, with its soviet­

scctional philosophy, and w1ththe peculiarities of t he "rain­

bow-chal1ns" peraooaU,t1es of the legislative Majorlt.l'. 

A HOuse rule allowed for six hour. 81.1y-d1v1de4 

debate without the right of amen " 

lina the RepubU,can repU,es . 104 

ot, W. Frank James control-

,norlty ~ er . Joseph W. 

rtin, Jr. attacked tbe gas""'r:ule idea first and the Soviet 

idea aecondly, Allen Treadway and Charles Eaton rep.atina ht 

ideas, complet. with flowery phra ••• lOS eharle. Eaton de-

ela1'.'ed: 

We have had' cruele1.. and oppr ea.i«>ns an4 out­
re,e. oria1n4t1ng amonast us. W. have bad vi11atoies 
without U .. U: • • • we hav. t his one Ireat, vit al 
thUa •• al1e4 American. and you are now going to 
attempt to make it over in thre. months, by a aeries 
of laat.lattv. enactments • • • • The patie.Dt t. 
very.1ck • • • but tht. great patient i. a vital 
thiaa, aDd if • • '. you do not try to oure biro by a 
thou.and. violent experiment. and qua4knoltrum. hi. 
VA.t loHle recupes."atl.e resource. will a •• ert th __ 
aelve •• 1 

Two New York Repre.entatlve •• John Taber and. DanLel 

A. Reed. spoke for ftve minutes eacb 1ft eonelucSlng the Repub­

U.can re8pOus.. of the 22nd, M .. el,. to echo oae another ... to 

tbelr shock at ••• 1na this game 'Of pre.Uentlal "poU,ti.al 

hypocri" . ft executive .qu.anclering .of 11IOn,ef at the aapen .. of 

W4, .. ... ' . 8 l2.Y •• April 2a . 1933. LXXVII, Part 2, 21 1. 

10S1bld. , 2176,2193, 2196. ............. . , 

10'l2Y. , 2196. 
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veterans and their dependents. l07 So boring was the day's 

spectacle that only 35 of the Houae membera had remained to 

hear and aee it . lOa 

When debate oontinued, the Minority repeated itaelf, 

but now succumbed to a personality pricking of a Democratic 

Majority at the hand of Char lea Eaton . W. D. McFarlane (D ... 

TeJ;.) inqulred as to whether Eaton had been employed by the 

General Electttc Company, and thus resulted this drlvell1ah 

e~hange between Eaton and Marion A. Zioncheck (D ... Wash.): 

EATON: Oh, 1 resent that contemptible klnd of 
attempt to hold a man up here and pry lnto hls per. 
aonal bualneas. Nobody would do it unl.a. he were 
aaturatecl with that miaerable, abominable peraonal­
attack ·atulf whlch has been the Democratic pol1cy. 
• • for the pa .• t three year.» an4 especlally during 
the recent call1paign. ' Why, yea. What slze shoe doea 
the gentleman wear? 

. ZIONCHBCK: No.9, and 1 am proud of it. It is 
a plain answer. 1 do DOt try to evade any question. 
What slze do you wear? . 

EATON: No. 10, and I am proud of it. If the 
gentleman' a head waslM big aa hia feet he would 
amount to eomething. 

Eaton continued 'his ahow by introducing two editorials. one 

by William Randolph Hearst, the other by Arthur Krock. Both 

prote.tlng the rubber-stamp, "cowardly and lncompetent" 

Congresa. 110 

107Ibld., 2200, 2203. 

10lBal1'ey and SaDlJel , p. 227. 
109U. S.; Cousee.slonal Record, 73d Cong •• 1st Se •••• 

April 24. 1933, LXXVII, Part 2, 2278. 
11°1814. -
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Two of the nine Republican debatere, John Taber and 

Harold McGugln, interjected the Norri. bill into the House 

display. To both lt seemed a deadlier pill to swallow than 

the Hill bill, aince it provided for more bonds, more con­

structiOD, and more presidential power. lll Seventeen 

aepubl1eane accepted H. R. 5081 on April 2S t while 89 dld 

not. 112 

s. 1272 was presented to the Senate chamber by George 

Nord.. three days late", only to be la1d aside for three days 

more until the pasaage of the Federal Emergency Relief legl •• 

lation.113 When the measure was di.culled on the first three 

daYI of May, it wai, of courle, Roosevelt Republican, George 

Norrle who explalned and8Jiended luccessfully. Although the 

Hill bill was passed tn lieu of the Nebl'alka gentleman'. 

braln Ohild,114 the breath of the bt:ain child put, life into 
( 

the Tennes.e. Valle,y Authority, for Senator ~"is' provilos 

ruU.Qg out cOlDeroia1 production of fertilizer and allowing 

more authority for the building of trans.is,ion U.ne., lived 

i8 the fibal accepted .. a.ure. lIS 

lllIbid., 227', 2265. 

1121bid.; April 25, 1933, LXXVII, Part. 3, 2341. 
113 
~., April 28, 1933. LXXVII, Part 3, 2563. 

114 Ibid., Kay 3. 1933, LXXVII, Part 3, 2809. 
115 
~., May 16, 1933, LXXVII, Part 3. 3374. 
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Tho •• Ilepubllc.nsDOt 1n the 'l'Ogr.s.lv. con.J;' dld 

not wce.ad 1n tbe Sen.te, however, ,r .. Ulna volee but not 

vit.llt1 toward tha p •••• ,. of the ... au".. .M1ood.,ty .... 1' 

Arthur H. Vand.nberg pr ••• nted. the lepre.entatlve H ... clemal-

lau refr.in for theSenate,ll6 wh11. Je •• e H. Metcalf (R.. t . ) 

. • ana the "8OOtAl1,." Ohoru • • 117 

On Hay 1, Senatol' lIorrl., .ndou. tor a vote that 

csa, ... ukly exa.aed hi. blll and th.a (:OIIpal'.s it to the 

inferior Hou.e.p ••• ed J)Z'OpO.a1 . He IA" ht. blll belDa .qu ..... 

out of ext.teoce by part"e"s 1ft propelaada. the .Amed.caa rana 

BurNu red.ret1on and the Power Tru.t. He protd..e4 that the 

AIM.-toan ... avlO1:'o~ the 1011" wou.ld b.neflt f"" the fertl-

l1ser .... r'-Dt at "'101. Shoal. through GoveX'D1lel1t op.ra­

tin. 1D CODtr •• Cing hi ... a1U1"8 with tb. Hl11 plan. Senator 

Houl. conoluc1e4 tbet if. •• the Hou.e · .... '1". hoped, tr.D.­

.1 •• loa U.~ •• could not be construct •• by tb. boud. the 

thr •• -... dlrectOl'.hlp would b • . uncleI' tbe r.el-cap. thumb of 

the Power TX'Ust .act the tJaltecl St.t •• Supr .. Court.118 When 

h. ,"posed an '-diate vot. on bi. bl11,S.natos" McNary 

tuned thUlib. dowo. bsa.stiD.. upon lurcha dlacu.sion .nd 

~t.119 

116Ib'd .. May 2. 1933, LXXVII, P.rt 3. 2666. 

llJIbU., 2677. 

118 · . ~ •• May 1, 1933, LXXVII, rart 3. 2636-38. 
1191b14 •• 2638. 
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nte, fo11owi.Dg day, Arthur V .... denberg. an Ealten" 

'l'lahta man, moved to exclude the 1d •• of a flve percent ye.1:'1), 

dlvldead payraent to Alabama a04 T.nne ..... deel.r1n8, "Thl. 

i. a prospectus for an 1Adu8tl"lal emplre, and th.y propo •• to. 

oh.~ae ul aft adml •• ion fee for u.lna r.deJ:al &-a.ouna. to 

, 120 create en lDdu.trlal ..,i1:'a. tf · Th. Roo.evelt B.epubllcan. 

bel,.. to reta1n thi. olau •• , 121 whlob aaauwoulc1 cau.a 111 

will iD the beart of tha a.publlcan Repr ••• ntative, J ..... A. 

rr ... 122 

Wh.n aD 811e1.'tC1Mnt by heel.l"le C. Walcott vas de­

feat •• 4emancllDg tha' the board AbU. by the uniform 8y.,t_ 

O.f aoc_lItu. •• ,reacribe4by _h. lot.r.tat., Coaaerc. eo. 
_l •• ion for th. D18trtot O.f Columbia, lIS the S.nat. rec .. ... 

aDCI on May 3 aftel" Republ1caD SlMen r... clecried the .... ur. 

for d •• troyln, prlv.'e .nterpr,t. •• " H. I.. 5081 w. pa.8ed.124 

After a eonf81'811O. attend.d by Repr ...... tatlv.. J .... 

S. 'ark.r (5. Y.) and earl I . Hap •• (H1oh.) a .. S.aator. 

NcNuy aDel Nonl., the Mi80l"lty g.ntl...., of the Senate 

120~ •• May 2, 1933, LXXVlI, 'art 3, 2666. 

121pld., 2686. 

122l!is!., May 17. 1933, LXXVII, 'art 4, 3600. 

1231hid., May 2. 1933, LXXVII, Pa'tt 3. 2691. 

12'1\l4 •• Ha)' 3, 1933, LXXVII, Part 3, 2809. 
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acc.pte. the oonelu.ion.125 while Bov._.1'1 Edward Go •• and 

oJ .... Fr .. r attacked 1t a. another la.hof tbe party Whlp,126 

.and tbeu f.llow 1118n witb the .xceptloD of ntne. vote4 a.41 ... t 

tbe report to the DeaIIOCl"atlo charse of upropalucla. u121 

A. the ttI .. I. Shoal. blll pa ••• d from cODara •• lonal 

lato pre.idential hand., Franklin Roo.evelt .owed the fourth 

.eed of &epub11can Antaac>nlam ln a ....... . to Conare.. .e.k-

lnl a natlooal indu.trial recovery P¥8&r ... 128 Thouah this 

•••• val watered with llepubl1caJt trep14at1on iD the Hou.e. 

prlootpally by J... B.ck and Allen Treadwa,. t it wa. in tha 

Senate th.t the •• e. w. .tamped by both the riaht (con •• na­

ttve l.ader, David Reed) and left (proar ••• 1ve *"',. Bobert 

LaFoll.tt., Jr. and Wl11laa Borah) iepubl1can .bo ••• 

In ••• lelne a path to lau competition in trade aM 

lndU.tl'1t and a _, to uneaplo,...,t .. eU.e' throup a public 

work •• 4Id.D1.tr.tlon. the Pre.ideal .OU8ht acool¥e •• ioDal 

t . b.M fro. tbe Hou.e eo.ltt.. on W.,.. _d Mean.. He •• keel 

I It ...... 1'. to fonulat •• plan for tbe r.,.1II, of $220,000,000 

, •• rly to .MUIr. the $3 ,300.000,000 bODd f. •• ueupoa whicb tb. 

Public Work. hoar- 'WOUld operace. l i9 

lUlb14., May 16, 1933, 1.XXVll, 'art 4, 3374. 

126lbid. I" Kay 17. 1933, LXX'IlI, Part 4. 3590, 3600. 

127Iblcl • • 3.s99.3~OO, Prop., .... ob.r.e. by R. A. 
G~.n (Fla.). . 

l~aPublle ~ap.F' of FDR, 11. 202-204 • 
. 129:(ble., 203. 
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On t he thre. day. followlq the btll'. 1Dtroductloa 

into Conar •• 8, the Hou •• W.y. aad Mun, eo.1tte. conclucte<t 

public b.aring. on H. R. S664. 130 ADd during the hea~i.a& •• 

a. du~iDl. aub, •• quent Hou.e debate , taxation problem_ eau.ed 

8.,-.;1&1 Republ1can tremor. upre,. ly ln the heart. of Com­

IIttt •• mea, Allen Tr.adway and J.... F",ear . 131 

Le • . , than One. quarter of tbe hearinga' te,t1utony va. 

oonc.med with tbe more r.volutionary ldea of tb. bll1, that 

of lndU,trial Z'ep1.4tion thRugb the l,.utmce of code. and 

1I.0.n •••• 132 And only two Rapubl1can., Henry W. Watacm (Pe. ) 

aDC! Thoma. Jankin. contlet.reel it , with Wat.. wonder1na about 

a. eo~ratlon·. two-year freedom f1'_ antl-truetl.w, a. pro­

v1cl4ad uncler the b111, 133 ao4 Jenld.nl hoplag that the _11 

buatne.a would not ·lUffer becau.e of JUeb freedom frOil tw.t . . , 

r.aulatton.134 BOtb _n were told not to _n:y, to "trutt 

130Mil1 18. 19. 20. 1933. 

131Mallber, who df.cl not cont:d.hut. .lanlficantly vere 
I.eac Bacharach (M. J.), FrankCrowtb.r (N. Y.), Harold 
KDutaon (KlrID.), Danlel A. a.ed, Roy o. Woodruff (Micb.), 
Thoma. A. Jenkin' (Ohio). and W1IU ... B. Evan. (Callf.) 

132ebamb.rlaLn,p. 54. 

133U• S .• , · COUIX' •••• Hou ••• eo.d.tt .. on Way. aad 
Hean., . H.ax-ins!, 9n H, R. 5664, tJatlioal I~cIu.tJ:'1al RGcov." 
.6s1. 73d Cona-, i.t S •••• , 1933. p.05. 

134 . . 
Ibid., p . 263. 
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Congress. n13S 

. Evasion, not explanation, prevailed in the Republican 

path . When Treadway asked Director of the Budget , Lewis 

Douglas, to express a personal preference as to a tax plan. 

Douglas promised to do so at a "later date . "136 And. when 

Frear requested Henry I . Harriman, President of the United 

States Chamber of Commerce, to be more specific in the cause 

of obt,d.ning information, he was answered, "That is your job, 

not mine. " Again, in pleading the case of the poor farmer , a 

certain victim of the proposed manufacturers' tax, Frear was 

informed by the "all knowing" Harriman , that "The farmer would 

not be buying very much and, therefore, would not be paying 

very much tax. tt137 During House debate, Frear concluded that 

no one, not even Committee members, seemed to understand the 

measure clearl y.138 

When H. R. 5755, the amended National Industrial 

Recovery bill. was debated in the House, t hree end one-half 

hours of discussion were allowed the Republicans, under the 

control of the ranking Minority member of the Committee, 

ll5Ibid., pp • . 262 , 1105 0 

136Ib1d., p . 38 . 

137Ibid. , pp . 14:5 ... 46 . 

1l8U. S., Congressional Record . 73d Cong., 1st Sess., 
May 26, 1933, LXXVI I , Part 5, 4293 . 
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Allen Treadway. 139 Twerlty-nine vo1cec! an opinion dud.DR that 

ti.me. 14O with fl.fteen apeaking tn exce •• of three minutes , ' aftc! 

of them. ten treating the tax .tlpu1atlona of Title lIe 

J . Howard Swick (Pa.), one of the Repu),11cara mol).. 

cane, objected. to the crushIng tax upon the middle clasl. as 

did Theodore Christiansoft.141 wh11e Fre.r and Jenld.bt baU,eV." 

that the expreased taxation of corporation dividends wule 

ruin the chances of investment in corporations" and thus manu­

facturiD& tn Amerlca.142 I,.ae Bacharach wished to rec01lllDlt 

the bill enel substitute within it • two-percent manufacturer.' 

, 8ale. tax and Harold MeGugin agreed. 143 Fi'ear r~a11ed that 

.epub11can Coanitteemeo. while vot1na ululnu.ou8ly in agreement 

with the Democrat. on the Public Works bill , had demaruSed a 

statement be placed in the report concerning the tax proar .. 

disap'eement . l44 And Allen Treadway. l eading tax-apoke8D1An, 

conclude4 to Republlcan applause that: 

139 ,.1,.,14 _. 4201. 4293. ' 

l4Ocbamberlaln, p ~ 54. 

141U. s., eonar ••• loue! !:nOll!, 73d eoag. , lat S ••••• 
May 26 , 1933, LXXVII , PartS, 4233 . 4352. 

1421016.,4294, 4323. 

143I.bld. , 429S. 

144Ibid. , 4144, 435S . 
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In the language of the .treet, the cODlDittee 
did a bUal job • • • and 1 am proud. to say that not 
a Republicanllember • • • YOt.ed for It. • •• I ' 
40 Dot wonder that the tax provision. were left 
blank. ~"t\ since the Pre,ldent lent to the Con­
gre •• a ready-made bill to be rubber-stamped by 
hi. aub •• ""ient major.lty. he should have coaapleted 
the job. 14S 

Only four of the fifteen Republ1ean debaters dl,a-

Ireeel with the conclusion, Pennsylvanla', 01yde kelly foremost 

alllOng th8lll. Attending to both Titles of the bt.ll, he reasoned 

that the mea.ure, approved by both tbe United States Ohamber 

of eo-erc.e and the Alite,doeaa F.deratlon of Labor, desened 

tbe qproval of tbe American people as a definite .pid.t­

.ustaSaing. fair.deaU.ng, t4U.ttle man" mea.ure, bel.og not 

miraculous, but med1ci.nal. l46 

"Mg._w-motivated" c1eelared tbe voiee of dooat, Jame. 

M. Beck Whothougbt of the Roosevelt advlsor. as a tfMQscow 

trained brain-trua,t. tI grgtnl the Pre.ielent to become, a. 

economlc. dtctator of America, betray" of the constitution 

and individual liberty. He 'concluded that any of the bill's 

advocates were selling the American libel't1 • . ' of ancient 

times for $3,300,000,000, Ifa petty price, the 'thirty pieces 

of silver. "'147 

145 Ibid., 432.9. 

1461b&cl., May 2S, 1933. LXXVII, Part 4, 42.18-22. 

147&14 •• 4212.-13. 
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The bill passed from House hands on the following 

clay witb a B.epubU.can 54-SO reply,l48 but Senate RepubU.cans 

did not intend a repeat performance. 

When the Senate curtain rose on May 26, bearin" 

before its Ptnance C0DllD1ttea were 1n their second day,149 

complete with evasive witnea.es, the majority of which were 

preoccupied. with the relatively unimportant section nlae of 

Title 1 coneemi.ng Federal control of the oil industry. 

Kans.s Republican, Senator Arthur Capper appeared as a witness 

on behalf of the Kansas Oil Well Strippers Aaaoclatlon,150 

and Loui, Titus, Representative of the Independent PetroleUlI 

A.sOCiation of America, adm1tted to l)avtdReed, IDOst prominent 

of tbe llepubllcan Coaattteemen,lSl that the oil Industry "~II 

not interested in the detaila of the l18a,ul'e. 152 Senator 

Jame, Coo.&ens in questloDln, Donald R.ichberg, labor.minded 

.utharaf the bill, foune! his wttne,s IIIOre coneemed with the 

con.titutionality than the realities of the proposal.1S3 

l481})i4 •• May 26, 1913, LXXVII, Part .5, 4372. 

149May 22, 26, 29, 31, and June 1, 1933. 

. 1500. S'l Congre,s, Senate, Committee on Finance, 
Hearbs •• on . S. 1/12 apd H • . ll. S75~t HatioDel Ig4ustr1al 
lleew_" Act, 73d Cong., 1st Sess., 1933, p. 62. ' 

1510ther ,nsiPilicant members warenanirl o. 
Hastlng" Hepr { w. KeytsN. H.). Robert K. Laro ette, Jr. 
JeRse H. Metea f: and. Fre eric t. Walcott. . 

152aearipss, p. 14'. 

lS1Ib1d •• pp. 25. 30. 
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Realities of the proposal howevel't and hoped-for 

revision bee the concern of the Republican Senators durin 

the floor debate of June 7» 8, and 9» AS WilU.am Borah, David 

ed and Robert LaFollette, Jr. took on the semblance or a 

respOnsible Minority w1th tberight of amendment. 

To Senatot' Borah, who offered the first important 

ipuhlican ndment, the possibility prlce-flx1n2 under 

the propos;e,d codes wal dangerously desired by the big- business 

Combine at t he expense of th 11 man and at the death of 

the anti-trust lawQ . offered a subsequently conference-

crushed dment that, usuch code or codes sball not permit 

combinationl in restraint of trade. pr1ce-flKlng or other 
lS opollstic practices. H 

. 

David Reed a2810 proved the protagonist. He offered 

nts, one in conjunction with and as fur. 

ther amended by David Walsh (D. - Mass. ) allow1nJlt the President 

the power of em~argo, and the power to compel :Lmportera, where 

.orts were restricted. t o obtain 11cen.e8 80 .e to prevent 

their V'....olat1~n of presidential ragul"tlona. Thi. amendment 

pasled minus the vote of Georae Norri •• lS5 The other Reed 

idea val to eliminate the U.oen8108 previ.lon. of 

,ag., 1st S ••••• 
June 7, 1933, LXXVX-t.-;-partS;~~S-151fYbld • • June 8, 1933, 

, ... ·w ....... v. ~ ... ...., . 

155 l!!!!.. 5291- 92,. 
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the bill, conservatively considered an un-Amer.ican section 

combining the three-{jtaU'ched government and its separation of 

powers into one man , the President of the United States. 

Roosevelt Republicans, in particular, rejected the amendment, 

which failed by a 31-58 vote. 156 

Robert M. LaFollette asked that Itall returns made 

under this8ct after the date of the enactment of the Nation-

al Industrial Recovery Act shall constitute public records, 

.nd shall be open to examination and inspection. " The Senate 

accepted the amendment without conservative backing, by a 

56 .. 27 vote. l57 

Other Republicans, Gerald Nye, Warren R. Austin (Vt.) 

and W. Warren Barbour (N. J.) . from among the minor of the 

Minority congressmen, offered clarifying amendments,l58 

while Simeon Fess advanced argument and support for his 

fellow Minority members without amending. When Senator 

Joel Bennett Clark (D. - Mo .• ) OIOved to strike out all of 

Title I, it was Fess who immediately stood with him with the 

words, "What has become of the proud boast of America that 

an individual can organize his industry, employ his own 

labor, and sell his product in the marlcet." The amendment 

failed to pass, with progre8sive Republicans, 

156Ibid., 5272-75. 

157Ibid., June 9 , 1933, LXXVII, Part 6, 5419. 

158Ibid., 5368. -



with the exception of George Norris (not voting) a~ainst 

1t. 159 

On June 9 the National Industrial Recovery Bill 
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pa .. ed the Senate with a call for conference, David Reed and 

Henry }(eyes to provide Republican voice. l60 

While Bertrand Snell expX'e •• ing disapproval of public 

income tax recums, the House approved the conference report 

on June 10. 161 On June 12 when Senator LaFollette proposed 

to recolIIDlt the report, he could not do .0 becaute of previous 

House pas.age. And on J une 13, with only six Republican "yeas," 

the Senate accepted t he conference report. That report had 

not received the Republican nod because, according to LaFol­

lette, the confer.e. had "ema.culated" the Senate-.anctioned 

amendments . They had taken the heart out of his amendment, 

these ItJ . P. Morgan men" who decided that the President of the 

United States would determine the ext.ntof tax-retum publi­

catlon. 162 

Senator Borah',- amendment had been glven a blanket­

wording again.t the codes of the blll not permitting r1l11Onopo-

159Ibicl. , June 8, 1933. LXXVII, Part 6. 5299-5308. 

160..!!!!! •• June 9, 1933, LXXVII, Part 6, 5424-'25. 

161.!!i:2 •• June 10, 1933 , LXXVII , Part 6, 5701. 

162Ibld. , June 12, 1933, LXXVII, Part 6, 5849, 
ll!.!2., June ~1933. LXXVII, Part 6, 5861, 5853. 
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lles or monopolistic practlces. f1163 And Senator ' Norris 

lnsisted that if the Hou.e Members had been "away from their 

Leaders far enough" 80 that a reasoned vote could have been 

cast, there would have been "no doubt " a s t o the result. l64 

Of the four seeds of Republican antagonl.tic reaction, 

two were aeed-ridiouled, Senate-amended. conservative-cr\Jah.d 

legialatlon. . They were a ttacked by the mi.nority of t he lUnod.­

ty. the antl-New-Deel conservative elan within the upper con ... · 

gx-e.sional chamber, from which thoughtful opposition could 

eome. The Agricultul"al Adjustment Act and the National Indu.­

trial Recovery Act when removed far enough from their Demo­

cratic l .aderl were Itamped. uncoDltitutl.onal beyond a doubt . 

The.. .eed. had been aown upon the "rocky grQund" of a.lal 1,., 

to be "received :laaedlately with joylt by the Democratic Con­

gr... . But "h~vlng no root in /i'h •• elvel, th.il cont1nuecl only 

for a tilDe" to "fall awayn when " trouble and per.ecution CAlle" 

at t he .h,and. of the Supreme Court. 16S 

16Jlll!!! • • June 12 , 1933 , LXXVI I , Par t 6 . 
5834. 

S8" . 
164~. , June 13, 1933, LXXVII. Part 6. 

165Matti . ,I 13: 2o-22. 



CHAPTER I II 

NO VOTE, NO VOICE 

In r ecal ling his voting r ecord of t he New Deal per-

iod, Senator Daniel Hastings wrote, flIt must be borne in mind 

that the vote against a bill or for a bil.! does not neces­

sarily show the attitude • • • toward the legislation passed.l 

The absence of a record vote, too, does not necessarily show 

the absence of attitude toward legislation. During the Hun-

dred Days ' session, four measures were rendered no record 

vote . These were the Emergency Relief Act ,2 the Truth in 

Securities Act,] the Glass- Steagall Banking Act,4 and the 

Emergency Railroad Transportation Act . 5 It is not to be con-

cluded that no record vote was the result of no congressional 

voice, from either the Majority or the Minority side of the 

aisle . For in public committee hearings, general debate, or 

1 
. Daniel O. Hastings, Facts and, Forecaats; Speeches 

Delivered in the United States Senate. 1928-1936 (Concord, 
New Hampshire , 1940), p . iil . 

2s . 598 , Approved March 31, 1933. 

3H• R. 5480, Approved May 27 , 1933. 

4a. R. 5661. Approved June 16, 1933. 

5S• 1580, Approved June 16. 1933. 

53 . 
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congressional conferences, voices were heard and life was 

given as the Majority and Minority "amened" or amended the · 

four voteless enactments t t he Minority maneuvering as shadow, 

savlor , antagonist and advoeat .. . 

The idea of an emergency relief act (or reforests­

tation measure) was presented to both Houses of Congress on 

March 216 as one of a three"'part presidential plan for unem­

ployment relief . 7 Roosevelt asked for t he creation, within 

two weeks , of a civilian conservation corps of 250,000 unem­

ployed men , confining itself to forestry, flood control, and 

the prevention of soil erosion . 8 

The Senate Committee on Education and Labor met with 

the House Committee on Labor in two-day hearings,' with wit-

nesses such as R. Y. Stuart, chief of the United States Forest 

Service J Budget Director, Lewis Douglas. and William Green, 

American Federation of Labor President . Of the R.epublican 

Committee men, only three, Senator Robert LaFollette , Jr., 

Representatives Albert E. Carter (Calif . ) , Bnd Clifford R. 

6U• 5 . , Congressional Record . 134 Cong o J 1st Sess •• 
March 21, 1933. LXXVII , 'Part 1, 652, 701. 

7The Federal Emergency Relief Act and the National 
Industrial Recovery Act discussed earlier completed the 
unemployment relief program. 

8Public Papers of FDa, II, 80-S1. 

9Hareh 23 , 24. 1933. 



5S. 

Hope contributed,lO more in the form of clarifying questlons 

than in argumentative queries. 

Senator LaFollette expressed concem over the "un­

obligated funds" which were to be used in the project,ll 

whlle both Congressmen wondered over the payment of wages to 

the worker., Carter stipulating amendment of the bill so that 

ID4n be patd in proportion to the value of what the Goverament 

would give them. 12 

When the Senate received the bi.ll back frem Co.Iit-

tee on March 27, the firat Republican voice heard was Charle. 

McNary's refusing to allow con.ideration of the bill until 

the next day because many Republi.cans were not present.13 

Senator Walsh wa. allowed to " dt.8CU.. the matter informally, 

however, and during the talk. Republican. fro. Michigan; 

James Couaen. and Arthur Vandenberg joined with Simeon D. 

Fess and L. J. Dickinson in condeamiag presidential power as 

outlined in the bill. Senator Couzens disliked the idea of 

lOOther members were (Senate): William E. Borah, 
Je ••• H. Metcalf, Fred.ric C. Walcott, and J .... J. Davis 
(Pa.), (Hous.): Richard J. WelCh (Calif.), Fred A. Hartl.y, 
Jr. (N. J.), W. P. Lambert.on (Kan.), and M. J. MUldowney (Pa.) 

llU. S., Congr •••• Senate, Co_itte. on Eciucation 
anel Labor, and House, Committee on Labor, Joint Head,ns. 
on S. 598, Un_lom.1: Relief, 734 Con., 1st Se.s •• 
1933, p. 36. 

March 

12 .!lli., p. 15. 

l3U. s.L&oDtr ••• lonal Record. 
27. 1933, 11. Part 1. 8$3-54. 

73d Cong., 1st Se •••• 
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the Federal Treasury acquiring properties from munic:l.palities 

and states.,14 while his felloW""Senator Vandenberg feared the 

termination of river and harbor work under the fourth sectlon 

of the bill which provided a suspension of appropriations for 

15 any proj.ect not begun within ninety-days . · Senator Fess 

felt the President was being allowed into SOlIe new, undefined 

field and lamented about the expenses of the future if the 

legislatlon would be carried out, 16 out it wa. Senator Dick- . 

inson who proved the voice of protagonism on both days of 

discusslon, contendlng that the b1ll itself was based upon 

uncertainty with the preaidential power within built upon the 

destruction of other projects for unlimited power and money.17 

The voiee of amendment was that of Senator Larol .. 

lette who .uggested clarifying ideas at once agreed upon by 

chairman, David Walsh. 18 Senator Couzens too, suggested an 

unaccepted, never repeated idea that an aclc:litional 88,000 

young men from the ages of sixteen to tweftty-two be included 

under the bill to be cared for in army camps.19 

l41bid.. 863. -
l51bi4., 868. -
l6Ibid., 869 . -
171b14., 868. -
l81b14., 870. -
191b14.. 865 . -
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On March 28 when formal debate on the measure began 

Senator LaFollette offered more amendment. of a clarifying . 

nature ,20 while important amendment. were accepted froaa Sena ... 

tors Arthur Capper, Frederic C. Walcott and Ja ... Couzens , 

as Senators Borah and Dickinson condemned the legislation 

'untll lts pas.age. 21 

Ssaator Capper's amendment allowed relief work on 

. State preserves and parks, 22 and the amendment of the gentle" 

man frOID Connectlcut allowed the PresWent to extend the act 

to private property for the purpose of safeguardlng forests 

agalnst flre. and tree dlseas •• 23 Senator Couzens offeX'ed 

his amendment ln substltutiGn for sectlon two of the measure, 

that sectlon whlch allowed the Federal Government to obtain 

land through purchase, lease or in some other manner with the 

lOOney obtained by the act . Couzens contended that the present 

section was a land-rellef idea and not one for unemployment 

raU.ef. Enthuslast1ully endorsed by Senators LaFollette and 

Borah, his acceptable substitute provlded that; the Federal 

Government might enter into a DlDicipal or state property 

20lbid., March 28, 1933, LXXVII, Part 1, 918-19. - . 
21Ibid., 917~ 934-35 . 

22Ib1d., 916. -
23Ib10., 916, 918. -
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purchase agreement only if the property desired were border-
24 ing upon presently Federal-owned land. Rhode Island's 

Senator Felix Herbert , one of the softest of Republican 

voices, offered an accepted amendment limiting the 11fe of 

the bill's authorizations to two y;ea1's. 25 And Senator Fred-

' erick Stelwer on the other hand offered a blinor amendment .. 

the last in tbe Senate, providing that the men employed in 

the pt.'Ogram be transpolfted to and from the work &rea . 26 

The b111 passed,27 but not until Senator Arthur 

Robinson was allowed to echo the Dickinson voice of doom with 

a personal touch of the teJtrQrs of deflation. tlWe are headed 

downward to an abyss of disaster , ••• but there 1s time to 

go back the other way. Unless we do so • • • human misery 

will be tremendously increased. nl8 

House consideration of the measure had been decided " 
29 upon for March 29 . Here , as in the Senate, stood a Repub-

lican protagonist, Canoll L. Beedy, still filled with emotion 

and melodramatics from his battle-leading entanglement aver 

24101d., 921-22 , 927. 

251b1d. , 917 . -
261b1d •• 935 . 

27.!2.W., 937 

281b10• -
29Ih1cl •• Maroh 27, 1931, LXXVII , Part 1, 876. 
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t he proposed banking amendment of Henry B. Steagall . 30 At 

his 8ide .tood Harold McGugin and John Taber. 

~ediately before the bill was considered before 

the CODlDittee of the Whole House , Beedy i nsisted t~at hal f of 

the Minority time allotted be given to those in opposition to 

the measur e . Although his request was r efused, he was per -

mitted thirt y-minutes in which to spout statistics , flowery 

phrases and outr ageous gener al it i es with the same arguments 

as his fellow-pr otagonist , Senator Dicki nson. 3l He ooncluded 

that: 

About lout of every 3 i s unempl oyed. The 
padina bllL-disregarding for a moment the thou lands 
who today are beins thrown out of employment through 
theautocrat1c . uspension of our p",blle-works pro­
gralO as pl annec1..-is designed to give empl oyment t o 
250,000 people. In other word., 17 men out of 
every thousand unemployed would be afforcled relief. 32 

His echo from t he East considered the same contention a8 had 

F~. ;· Senator Robinson of Indiana . 33 However, whereas in t he Sen-

ate there had been no voi ce raised i n praise, except perhaps 

that of William E. Borah who had taken both side. of the ItOry 

t o heart,34 ln the House Clyde Kelly, Thomal lankins and Roy 

March 

Maroh 

30New York Tille., March 21, 1933. p. 25, 27. 

31U. S., tonlr.l.lonal Record, 73d Cong., l.t S ••••• 
29, 1933, LXXVII . Part 1, 9Stt.5S. 

32Ibl d,j 965 . -
33 
~. J 967-68 . 

34u. s. cOllfre88ional Record, 73d Cong ... l.t Se •••• 
28, 1933., LXXV i. ParE 1. '922 (aaaln.t). 934-35 (for). 
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O. Woodwff could be heard. agreeing that successful enact­

ment depended upon successful administration aftd fairness. 3,5 

Whereas McGugin had used the tyr.ennyof ,the French R.evolution 

in comparing the horro~ of the present in America through the 

enactments of the admln1rstJ;'ative proposals,36 Kelly remembered 

history toe and the designers of the seal of ~he United States 

and remarked.: 

This reverse side of the seal has an unfin­
ished pyrami4 and underneath a Latin phrase meaning 
"A new order in the ages . if 

We have come ,to an age which demands a new 
order. and we have groped blindly on old paths 
which DOW lead in the wrong direction and whose end 
is in the precipice. . 

The only way out of the present jungle of eco· 
. DOllie conditions is through rei torat ion of American 
purchasing power. 3? 

No gag .. rule in effect, amendment was the ordeJ; of the 

day. Edward W. Goss, Everett M. Dirksen (Ill.), Gerald J . 

Boileau, James W. MOtt, James W. Wadsworth, Jr., and Oscar 

De Priest (Ill.) took advantage of the opportunity.38 Ho~ 

ever, only the last was successfully hearet, his idea being 

that in choosing the employees for the conse"ation corps, 

no cU.scr1m1nation with regard to race, color or creed could 

35Ibid., March 29. 1933, LXXVII, J3art 1, 975-76, 
956-57. 969:--

36 Ibid. J 970. -
371bid., 975 . -
38Ibid., 983, 985-87. 
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be made, and no sentence. serving criminal CQu1d be emp10yed. 39 
. " 

The bill passed the House with amendment and on the 

following day the amended measure was accepted by the Senate 

without discusBion. 40 

The Truth in Securltles Act ldea was introduced to 

Congress on March 29 through a presidential plea for protec­

elon of the investor 1n securities by full pub1lcity and 

better supervision of the interstate securities traffic. 

Roosevelt concluded with the hope of retumlng to the Itancient 

truth" that managers of banks or corporations are "trustees 

acting for others.,,41 

In the HOUle, Sam Rayburn (D. - Tex.) introduced and 

referred the idea to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

Coaaeree, while Sens.tor Joseph T. Robinson (D. - Ark . ) intro-

duced a .. aaure on the same day , referring it to the Judici-

ary Committee" but changing its reference on the following day 

to the Committee on Banking and Currency.42 

It was this Senate Committee and the House Inter-

state and Foreign Commerce COIIIDittee which held separate 

4OIbld. J 995; Ibid. J March 30, 1933 , LXXVII , 
Part 1. lOl~ 

41pubU.c PaRers of FD~, XI J 93-94. 

42U. S., Conar.s8ion.l Record .• 734 Cong •• 18t Se88., 
March 29, 1933, LXXVII, Part 1, 938; ~. , March 30, 1933, 
LXXVII, Part 1, 1018. 
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hearings,43 during which certain Republican committeemen 

found voice and were heard. 44 Although neither Committee's 

hearings were particularly enlightening,4~ Republican repre­

sentatives considering H. R. 4314 contributed more voice and 

vitality than did their Minority friends from the Upper House 

tudying S. 875 ~ Representatives Charles A. Wolverton (N. J . ) 

and Schuyler Merritt (Conn . ) were especially vociferous . 

Wolverton concerned himself with preserving the idea "buy 

American . " He wanted American market. protected from foreign 

securities , hoping to allot the President proper power to 

either deal or not deal with securiti.s of a certain country.46 

He favored a coupling of the absolute control of France with 

the informal control of Britain. 47 Huston Thompson, author 

43U• s. , Senate, Committee on Banking and Currency, 
March 31 - April 8, 1933; U. S., House, CODllllittee on Inter­
tate and Foreign Commerce, March 31, April 1, 4, 5, 1933. 

44aepublican members of the Senate Committee were 
Peter Norbeck, John G. Townsend, Jr. (Del.), Phillips L. 
Goldsborough (Md. ) , Frederic C. Walcott, Robert D. Carey, 
James Couzens, Frederick Steiwer , and Hamilton F. Kean (N. J.). 
Republicans on the HoUle Committee were: John G. Cooper 
(Ohio), Pehr G. Holmes (Mas •• ), Carl E. Mape., Schuyler Har­
ritt , James S. Parker, B. Carroll Reece (Tenn . ) , James Wol-
fenden and Charles A. Wolverton. ' 

45Chamberlaln, p. 62. 

46u. S. , Congre.s, HoUle , Coamittee on lntex-state 
and FOll'eign Commerce, Hearings. on H. R. 4314, Truth in Sesuri­
!!!!, 73d Cot'S., l.t S.s •• , 1933 , pp. 55-56. 

471bid., p. 85 . 
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of the bill , and Washington , D. C., attorney, admit ting that 

he r emoved the idea of foreign securities from the bill . pto­

mised the congressmen foreign securities wOuld be 'included as 

strengthening precautlon . 48 

Schuyler Merritt questioned Ollie M. Butler, foreign 

service division, department of commerce, 8S to the possibi1i. 

ty and necessity of making t he assets of securities known 

t hrough advertisement,49 while to Robert E. Healy, chief coun­

sel of the Federal Trade CODIDission, he spoke of the registra­

tion revocation of an issuer of fraudulent securities, insist-

ing that suoh revocation would hit both the false statement 

and the innocent stock holder. But to the suggestion of a 

change, Healy remained indifferent. SO 

During the Senate hearings , Senators Walcott,. Carey, 

and Couzens spoke. Senator Walcott tnsisted that the idea of 

safeguarding the public through the legislation ought to be 

mentioned specifica11y, Sl while Carey worried over the clari­

ty of language 1n the bill . 52 ~ly Senator Couzens voiced 

48Ibid., p. -
49Ibid., p . 

50lbid., pp . - , 

220 . 

131. 

42-43 . 

51U• S., Congress , Senate , CODIDittee on Banking and 
Currency, Hearings, on S. 875, Truth in Securities, 73d Cong., 
1st Sess ., 1933 , p . 109 . 

52 .l!.Y., p . 152. 
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depth and declslon U& the Republ1c.an.. . discusal:nK with 

Buston Thompson an4 Alexander Holtzoff . special as.lstant to 

the Attowey Gene1;'al. the 1aapoaslbl1ity and impract1cab111ty 

of ..".king the d1rectc)Jr of a corporation ... aspODslble fo't. erroa 

Ul published securities nts . He ,uue.ted that the 

Pede".1 Tracle COIIID:1. •• 101\ select certified public accountant. 

t the expense of the 1ncl1vldual r eg1.ter1os . 1n accord witb 

'British law .. 53 

On May 3 Representative Rayburn 1Dtrod.uced an enti.re-

1y Dew Pleasure t o the Houee and tiefened it to the Coaaittee 

on Intel".tate and Foretan C01IIDerce.S4 1t was ba.ed upon the 

B,d .tl.lhCompanle. Act which r .equired publiclty of propo.ed 

.ecux-itle •• ,~ Upon this act Schuyler Harritt and. Clarence 

Le. (D . .. Calif. ) ls.ue4 a Minority ViewS' expressing 1nd1aDa­

tlonover section 18 of the b1l1, that secttonpl'ovld1ng for 

the obsetv.neeof the lDCltvldua,l ublu. sky" er .eourttle. 

laws of the differeDt.tate., a .e.ctlon 1mpG.inS tlD.clue bur­

elens upen the tap.rt iality of t he 'e4eral Government anel tb. 

reder.1 'h"aele Ca.1 •• i.oft j , a bighly uneOlls titvtlonal .actiOD, 

S31b1d., p. 209 . 

. . 5"n. s •• ~cmlr."&2Da1 ;:SO", 73d CoD, •• 1.t S ••••• 
Hay 3. 1933, LXXVII. ~art 3. 283 • 

.sSCh..,er1ain. p . 62. 

S6zu,. 4. 1933. 
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conceiving of the interstate commerce clause as a "my State" 

situat:l.on, rather than a "my country" idea. a plan destroy'" 

:lng the harmony of state and federal regulations, a section 

"wisely omitted" from the Senate b:l.ll. S7 

A majority of the Republican M1.nority voices praised 

the legislation with greatness and gratitude, on Hay 5 when 

it was made a special order. 58 Carl Hapes and James Parker, 

who together spoke fifty minutes, discussed the degree of 

responsibility placed upon corporation directors regarding 

truth in securit:l.ea. To Mapes the corporation d:l.rector 

seemed the logical one to be held personally and civilly 

responsible,59 wh:l.le Parker 8aw :l.t an impos8ible task for 

the d:l.rector. 60 

The leaseX' four advocates of the measure. Clyde 

Kelly, James MCFadden, Charles A. Wolverton and Ernest Gibson 

X'epeated one another to a degree, with Gibson, an almost 

voicele.s Minor:l.ty member, bombastically, magn:l.fying hi. 

SSU. S., Conares8ional Record, 73d Cong., 1st Ses •• , 
May S, 1933, LXXVII, Part 3, 2910. 

59Ibid., 2912-13 • ........... 
60Ibid., 2920. -
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one-minute limit. 61 

Represent.ative Kelly praised the measure highly con" 

cluding with the words of Louis Brandeis "We do not need to 

amend the Const itution. We only need to amend men t. mind •• ,,62 

However, James Beck, to the applause of Republican., voiced 

his "unconstitutional" refraln, conoluding that the measure 

before the House was only an extreme example of state slav­

ery.63 

Maine's Carroll Beedy bemoaned the new House bill 

as one severed of sensibility and power in that it permitted 

acti,on again.t a "majority of the board of directors," where-

as the original bill guaJ;anteed the right of action against 

every board member. He decided: 

The changes made in the last bill as against 
the former serve to illustrate that however bold 
a start may be made by any political party newly 
entrusted with power there is sure to be a yield­
ing in the demands of those who are primarily 
concerned with the protection of property 
rights. 64 

The bill pa.ssed from the House to the senate,6S · where 

on May 8 it was discussed and passed with the voice of only 

61Ibid., 2944-45. 

'2Ibid., 2928. 

63Ibid., 2935-36. -
64Ibld •• 2952. -
65Ibid. t 2954. 
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one Republican being heard, that of Hiram Johnson, Roosevelt 

RepubU.can who added a new Title to the measul;'e, Tltle II, ' 

creating a pubU.e corporation for the aid of the swindled 

investor .66 The Senate substituted it. bill for the Hou.se 

measure, while using the House title and asked for a confer .. 

ence, appointing Senators Norbeck and Goldsborough Minority 

members. 67 The House agreed to a eonfeTence with Parker and 

Hape' among the oonf81'"s.68 When Senator Duncan U. FletcheS' 

reported the conference decision thirteen days later on May 

22, senator McNary lnvoke4 a chamber rule forbidding 1mmedi ... 

atecond.deration of conference report,. And though the 

Florida gentlemen 1D .• i.ted that no luch IVle was ever heard, 

decision upon the report was. given the next day,69 while 

House merabeX's approved the report1aaediately .. 70 The pre­

sentation and passage of the Truth in Securities Act had 

been a Senate shaID with .ilent Majority and single-voiced 

Minority. 

It was duriftg the con.i.deratloD of the third vote­

lesl enactment, the Glaas-Steagall Banki.ng Act, that the 

66 7 Ibid., 298 • 
. - . 
67Ibld., 3000. -
68Ibid •• Hay 9, 1933. LXXVII, Part 3. 308S .• 

69Ibld., May 22, 1933, LXXVIl, Part 4, 3888, 
May 23, 4009. 

70Ibid., 3903. 
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Republican voice rendered vitality to a measure in spite of 

Democratic indeclsion. Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg proved. 

with painstaking persistence that "no voice--no vote" was 

but pseudo-phraseology. 

On May 10 Senator Carter Glass (D. - Va.) introduced 

his emergency banking act, referring it to the Committee on 

Banking and currency.7l His hopes to consider it immediately 

upon its return were hushed, first , on May 15 by Republican 

leader Charles McNary, who had called a conference for the 

consideration of the measure,72 and again, on May 17 by the 

pending business of the tmpeachment trial of California Dis­

trict Judge, Harold Louderback. 73 Thus , actual' Senate cons1d-

eration of the measure was not begun until after a like measure, 

amidst macabre-winged words of Minority men, Louis T. McFadden 

and Harold McGugin, had passed the House. 

Henry Steagall introduced his measure for the 
l 

guaranty of bank deposits on May 17 and referred it to the , 

Committee on Banking and Currency.74 On May 22 a four-hour 

equally divided debate began, with Minority control in the 

71Ibid., May 10, 1933, LXXVII , Part 3, 3109. 

72Ibid., May 15, 1933, LXXVII , Part 4, 3422. 

73Ibid., May 17, 1933, LXXVII , Part 4,3552. 

74Ibid., 3611. -



69. 

hand. of Robert Luce,75 and Minority voice of opposition con-

trolled by the gentlemen from Kansas and Pennsylvania, each 

speaking fifteen minutes.]; 

Harold McGugln., a state-bank man, declared the death 

of the State banks either 1aIDediately. .at the hands of the 

Glas. bill, or eventually through the proce.ses of the 

Steagall measure. At the oonclusion of his statistic-filled 

elegy. the geDtleman from Kansas warDed that: 

J 

If this bill • • • is enacted into law, 6,150 
banks are stabilized; 12,786 banks are cast into 
unwarranted chaos. Seventeen billion dollars of 
deposits are protected and stabilized; $27,099,000.000 
of deposits are nonprotected and jepardized. 

Louis T. HeFacidea found a foe in the Federal Reserve 

System. For, under the bill the Federal Reserve Board, in 

order to provide for $afer u.. of bank asaets and to prevent 

over-speculation, was allowed to remove officers and direc-

tora of errlng member banks, and to conttol open-market 

operations. 78 To McFadden the Federal Reserve Board seemed 

a forceful dictatorcontr0111ng American financel. 79 

7S ) Ibid., May 22, 1933, LXXVII, Part 4, 3903. 

76Ibid ••. · 3903"3904, 3909. -
77~., 3903-3904. 

78Text of Emergency Banking Act of 1933. in Lapp, 
pp. 328-67. 

79U. 5., CODgres81onalRecord, 73d Cong., 1st Sess., 
May 22, 1933, LXXVII, Part 4, 3909. 



70. 

Only Carroll Beedy could voice support for the House 

measure , support conditioned, however, by concern for the 

financial life of the country and belief that the $50,000 

capital stock demanded of all non-existing banks planning to 

organize under the Federal ReserVe System, was the single . 

saving provision available. SO 

Robert Luee, though not the House protagonist, held 

. tga floor for forty-seven minutes to discuss the Fed.eral 

Depo8it Insurance Corporation, concluding that such an idea 

was not insurance, but "charity. "81 

When MCGugin maneuvered attention to himself again 

by off.r~. a pro-forma amendment, he rhetorically ranted 

about the crucifixion of .State banks. 52 Stopping to listen 

to fellow-Republican Beedy, he suddenly offered an amendment 

upon a 8ection already con8idered, and therefore, his amend-

ment was not allowed. He had proposed that in cities not 

exceeding six-thousand inhabitants, the amount of capital 

necessary would not exceed twenty-five thousand and in cltles 

of le8s than three-thousand people, the amount of capital 

would not exceed fifteen-thousand dollars. 83 EVen though 

80Iblda. 3926. - . 
811bld., 3914-18. -
82Ibld., 3925. -
83Ibid. , 3940. -
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John J. O'Connor (D. - N. Y.) and HaPli1ton Fisn, Jr . (N. Y. ) 

asked that the sulking gentleman be allowed to offer his 

aPiendment, MCGugin could not do so .84 An argument developed 

and Luce chastised tbe "gentlelDen.,,85 

Louis McFadden was not successful in an atteDlpt to 

aPiend section seventeen so as to correct the abuses of trust 

departments of t he State and National Federal Reserve ....... ber 

banks, because Representative Goss insisted tbe idea bad not 

been sufficiently studied to Plerit consideration. 86 

The Pleasure passed the House witb Representative 

McGugin bitterly entering a statement into the Record con­

cerning the "deliberate" skipping of tbe section he bad boped 

to aPiend. 87 . 

On Hay 25, Senator Glass subPlltted two amendments 

previou81y offered and agreed upon by a Senate subcoDlDittee. 

They were tbe Vandenberg idea providing for · t8lDporary bank 

insurance to expire at tbe creation of the per...anent struc­

ture on July 1, 1934,88 and an aPiendment by Senator Warren 

841bid. -
8SIbid. -
861bid. t 3941. -
87Ibid., May 23, 1933, LXXVII, Part 4, 4058; - . .!.!!!!!., May 22, 1933, LXXVII, Part 4, .3943 .. 44. 

881bid., May 25, 1933, LXXVII, Part 4, 4159. 



Austin (Ve.) providing that States with less than one balf 

million population and with no cities of a population in 

excess of f:l.fty-thousand, shall have a cap:l.tal of not less 

than $100,000. 89 

Only Senator Felix Hebert spoke against the bill 

insisting that North Dakota and other States which had had 

72. 

a guaranty deposit law had repealed it finding it unwork ... 

able. 90 Others thought 1t workable, for the b:Lll passed with 

Senator Glass asking for a conference with Senators Walcot t 

and Townsend Republican representatives.9l The House agreed 

to a conference and ,ent Robert Luce a8 its RepubU.can 

voice. 92 

While the conference was 1n ses810n Senator Van-

denberg and Pres:l.dent Roosevelt engaged in a "guessing game. If . 

The Presldent did not favor the Vandenberg idea, and hoped to 

be rid of the measure with the adjournment of Congress before 

the Committee reported it back. However. a veterans' bloc 

ended the idea of adjournment. 93 

891bid., 4160. -
90lbid., 4181. -
91Ibid. ,4182. -
92Ibid., May 26, 1933, LXXVII, Part 5, 4399. 

93Chamber1ain, pp. 328-29-. 
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On June 13 both Houses agreed to the conference re­

port. Senator Vandenberg' s amendment was postponed until . 

January 1, 1934, unless fixed at an earlier dated by the Presi­

de.nt, but the Senator was satisfied,94 the only voice of oppo­

sition being heard was Arthur Capper'. who felt more time 

should have been given the situation. 95 The measure was 

approved at 11:45 A.M., June 16, 1933 . 96 

Another measure receiving presidential approval on 

June 16, thirty-five minutes later, was the Emergency Rail­

road Act. 97 This two titled act had been presented into 

congressional palms on May 4 through a Roosevelt message 

recommending the creation of a Federal Coordinator of Trans-

portation, and the repeal of the impractical recapture pro-

visions of the Interstate Commerce Act, as well as the 

regulation of railway holding companies by the Interstate 

Commerce Commission.§8 

940. S., Congre8~lonal Record, 73d Cong., 1st Sess., 
June 13, 1933, LXXVII, Part 6, 5862. 

95Ibid., 5863. 

96Lapp, p. 367 . 

97Ibid., p. 301. 

98Pub1ic Papers of FDR, II, 153. 
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Republican members, though heard for two days in 

both the House and the Senate, found a longer life during t he 

hearings held by House Committee on Interstate and Foreign 

Commerce and Senate Committee on Interstate Commerce. 99 Of 

the eight Republican members of the House Committee, only 

three were si1ent . 100 The other five men voiced an opinion, 

usually one of opposition to the legislation . Carl Mapes 

1n speaking with Donald Richberg, general counsel for the 

Railway Labor Executive Association, one of the more 1mport~ 

ant witnesses , lamented that he did not favor the legislation 

because of its temporary nature . To him nothing could be 

accomplished by the coordinator . 10l Schuyler Merrit, on 

the contrary, hoped the plan would be considered and the 

office of coordinator used to validate the hopes of th 

emergency measure . 102 John G. Cooper , a Minority of one, 

declared that the railroads were overburdened with legis la-

tion, that r ailway regulation to such an extent was unfair . 

99U• 5., House , Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, May 8 , 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 22, 1933; 
U. S. , Senate , Committ~on Interstate Commerce, May 9 , 10, 
11 , 12, 1933 . 

100James S. Parker , B. Carroll Reece, and James 
Wolfenden . 

101U• S., Congress, House, Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign CODIDerce , Hearings , on H. R. , 5500 , Emergency 
Railroad Transportation Act, 1933, 73d Cong. , 1st Sess ., 
1933 , p. 171 . 

102Ibid. , p . 177 . 
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He painted out to Richbers that this measure would render more 

r«llway men unemp10yed and that the termination of the short 

haul had done enough unemployment damage. 103 Both Congress .. 

men Charles Wolverton and Pehr Holmes while considering the 

evils lurking in the legislation recalled the cruel, inhuman 

dismissal of federal employees as under the economy act , with 

no provisions for them, as well as the "hard and ruthless • • 

dealings with disabled veterans . ,,104 

Carl Mapes, the loudest voice of the House Committee, 

questioned the second most important witnes8, Joseph B. East-

man, Commissioner of the Interstate Commerce Commission . He 

was concerned as before, with the definite role of the co .. 

ordinator and suggested to Eastman that the coordina tor chose 

his more important underlings from the classified civil ser-

vice , with the exception of t he experts, so as to be saved 

from "political embarrassment. "105 

The Senate Republicans of the Committee, question­

ing only lUehberg , l1;astman , and C. R. Gray , President of .the 

Union Pacific Railroad, were more antagonistic than their 

comrades 1n the House. The power of fbur things concerned 

l 03Ibid •• p. 183. -
l04Ibid., pp. 178, 223 . 

l05Ibid •• p. 45. -
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them most . The power of the railroads, the Interstate Com-

merce Commission , the Federal Government in operation of 

railroads, and the transportation coordinator . Both Senators 

Hamilton F. Kean and Henry W. Hatfield questioned Eastman 

about the possibility of the powerful Ir.terstate Commerce 

Commission providing the railroads with immediate aid . 106 

Senator Couzens suggested to Eastman that the rail-

roads should be removed from our ec~nomy when they ceased to 

be useful . 107 And Senator Fess thought the power of the co-

ordinator to issue any order desired by him was unwise, 

although Eastman assured him it was most necessary . 108 

To Senators Hatfield and Couzens the idea of Govern-

ment administration of t he railroads was unwise . Senator 

Hatfield questioned Eastman concerning the problem, and when 

Eastman suggested speaking with Gray, Senator Couzens did 

speak with him. To Senator Couzens it leemed that Government 

control entailed indifference to public welfare, poor service 

and elimination of ambition in individuals . Gray only answered 

that the railroad men had better knowledge of the situation 

l06U• S., Congress, Senate , Committee on Interstate 
COlllDerce, Hearings . on S. 1580. Emergency Railroad Transpor­
tation Act . 1933, 73d Cong., 1st Sess . , 1933, pp . 60, 72. 

107 4 .!.!!.!!!. , p • 2 • 

108Ibid., p . 73 . 
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than anyone . 109 

The Emergency Railroad Act passed the Senate first, 

after a two day considerati on on May 26 and May 27. 110 It 

had been reported out of Committ ee on the 22nd day, and 

rendered bereft of Republican s ympathy during debate . Sena-

tor Borah r aised his voice in antagonism and amendment, while 

Senator Fess expressed the same tone of dislike . Senator 

Borah objected especially to the power of the coordinator 

contending that consolidation should not be shouldered on the 

judgment of one man , subject to review if appeal is made by an 

individual . 111 He amended the measure so t hat rates would be 

r egulated so as to produce a reasonable return upon the pro­

perty investment . 112 Senator Fess, though speaking with a 

tone of dislike did not greet the act W£th dismay as did 

Senator Borah . He admitted he would vote for the economy-

bent measure in spite of t he authorization allowed the co­

ordinator. 113 Only two other Senate voices were heard, 

l09Ibig. pp . 71 , 133. , 

110U. S. , Congressional Record, 73d Cong. , 1st Sess . , 
May 27 , 1933 , LXXVII, Part 5, 4441 . 

lllIbid., 4434- 35. 

112Ibid., 4438-39 . 

l13Ibid. , 4430 . 



Daniel Hastings and Arthur Vandenberg, both with questions 

concerning the Interstate Commerce Commission . 114 

78 . 

Debate in the House was as in the Senate . However , 

two voices of amendment were heard, that of Carl Mapes and 

James Beck, both to be rejected . Congressman Mapes asked 

that the coordinator appoint his office staff according t b 

the Classification Act of 1923, and his necessary confidants 

and advisors without regard to the Civil Service . 115 Beck 

moved to lessen the powers of the coordinator by asking him 

to consult with carriers and committees before decisions are 

made f i nal . 116 Beck declared: 

I think the coordinator will have two very 
close rivals in dictatorial powers, one the 
director under the economy recovery: bill and the 
other t he Secretary of Agriculture in respect of 
agriculture; but , certainly, the dictators ••• 
will, like Pompey, Crassus , and Caesar, divide the 
entire industrial fields of America between them 
and 6xercise dictatorial powers not unlike the 
great triumverate of ancient Rome . 117 

James Parker spoke for forty· five minutes in favor 

of the bill, while Schuyler Merr1tt lamented the labor amend-

ments included 1n the Senat e ml!aSUre which tend to freeze 

l14Ib1d. , May 26 , 1933 , LXXVII , Part 5 , 4247-48 . 

115Ibid., June 3 , 1933 , LXXVII , Part 5 , 4936 . 

l16Ib1d., 4945 . 

l17Ibid. , 4946 . 
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employment . 118 

James Cooper raised his voice against newspaper 

reports of his being the voice of the big railroad interests 

and Thomas L. Blanton (D . - Tex. ) wasted voice in Republican 

ridicule . rasping, as floor debate neared completion , 

It • • • the 2reat Minority leader • • • is one of the great-

est 'Minority' I ever 8aw~ ,,119 
• 

On J\,me 5 the measure passed, and four days later J 

after a conference attended by Senators Fess and Metcal f and 

Representatives Parker and Cooper , the c·onference report was 

agreed upon in both Houses . 120 

The Emergency Railroad Tr anspor tation measure wa 

approved on June 16 and Congress adjourned with the President 

voicing gratitude to both the Republicans and Democrats: 

This spirit of teamwork has in most cases 
transcended party lines . It has taken cognizance 
of a crisis in the affairs of our form of government, 
can rise to an emergency, and can carry through a 
b~oad program in record t ime . 121 

118Ibid . , June 2, 1933, LXXVII, Part 5, 4860-65 ; 4870 . 

119!bid. -' 4868-10; ~. , June 3, 1933, LXXVII, 
Part 5 , 4939 . 

l20Ibid . , June 9, 1933, LXXVII, Part 6, 5398, 5435 . 

121Ibid. , June 15 , 1933, LXXVII ; Part 6, 6142, 6197. 



CONCLUSION 

During the Hundred Days' Session , the personality 

of the Republican Minority had split into four parts as the 

153 members played thei r roles of shadow, savior, antagonist, 

and advocate . Shadow-like the Minority had hovered with the 

Ma jority during the debates of both the Emergency Banking Act 

and the Emergency Railroad Tr ansportation Act . It had acted 

as savior in the House passage of the Economy Act and in the 

Senate acceptance of the Tennessee Valley Authority Ac t and 

the Glass-Steagall Banking Act . 

When opposition did occur it had been permeated not 

with petty partisanship, but instead , with t he Minority 

realization of national need and subsequent Republican servi -

tude . I n the words of Bertrand Snell , House Leader, "As 

President Hayes stated in his inaugural address: 'He serves 

his party best who serves his country best . ' The Republican 

Minority ••• sti ll subscribes to t hat sentiment . "l The 

present Senate Minority Leader, Ever ett M. Dirksen, then 

a freshman Congressman , reminisced in correspondence wit h t he 

1 llli. , 6241 . 
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author: 

More important perhaps than all else was 
t he fact that under t he l ash of the economic 
squeeze upon the country peopl e generally could 

81. 

be i nduced to give support to legislative proposals 
,~ich under normal circumstances they would view 
with fear and appr ehension as emb~acing a r eal 
danger to our constitutional form of government . 2 

As servants of the constituents of the country, the Republican 

Minority reacted in like manner . Regimented by rules in the 

House and regulated by reason in the Senate, · the Minority 

membership played its role of shadow, savior, antagonist, 

nd advocate . 

2Letter from Everett M. Di rksen , Mi nori ty Leader, 
United States Senate , to author . Washington , D. C. , 
February 25 , 1963, p. 2. (See Appendix II . ) 
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REPUBLI CAN MEMBERS OF THE 

"HUNDRED DAYS ' U SESSION 

UNITED S'l'ATES SENATORS 

Austin, Warren R •• Vermont 
Barbour. W. W.rren t New Jer.ey 
Borah, William E., Idaho 

Capper. Arthur t Kansas 
Carey, Robert D.. Wyoming 
CouEen •• Jamel, Mlchigan 

Cutting, Bron.on, New Mexlco 
Dale, Porter H •• Vermont 
Davis, James J ., Pennsylvania 

Dickln.on. L. J . , Iowa 
Feas, Simeon D., Ohio 
Fralder, Lynn' J. t North Dakota 

Goldsborough, Phillips L. ,Maryland 
Hale t Freaerick t Maine 
Ha.t inas t Daniel ()., Del."are 

Hatfield, Henry D., West Virgini. 
Hebert, Felix, Rhode Island 
Howell J Robert. Nebraska 

Johnson. Hir_ W.. caU.fornia 
Kean, Hamilton F., New JeJ:I.Y 
Key •• , Heury W., New Hamp.hlre 

LaFollette, Robert M. t Jr., Wi.con.ia 
Nary. Charl.s L., Oregon 

Metcalf,. Jesse H.. Rhode Ialand 
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NOrbeck, Pcte~ . South Dakot_ 
Horrio, Ceorse W., Nebra. 
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Allen, Leo E., 11111'101 
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Bacon, Robert L., Now York 
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,rgo W.. Wisconsin 

9.011.&u. Gerald J. It Wisconsin 
Bolton. Chester C., Ohio 
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Clarke, John D.. Hew Yerk 
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Cochran, Thomas C., Pennsylvania 
Collins, Sam L., California 
Connolly, James J., Pennsylvania 

Cooper, John G. , Ohio 
Crowther, Frank, New York 
Culkin, Francis D., New York 

Darrow, George P. , Pennsylvania 
De Priest, Oscar, Illinois 
Dir ksen, Everett M. , Illinois 

Ditter, J . William, Pennsylvania 
Dondero, George A. , Michigan 
Doutrich , Isaac H., Pennsylvania 

Dowell, Cassius C., Iowa 
Eaton, Charles _A ., New Jersey 
Edmonds , George W. , Pennsylvania 

Eltse, Ral ph R. , California 
Englebright, Harry L., California 
Evans, William E., California 

Fish , Hamil ton, Jr., New York 
Focht, Benjamin K., Pennsylvania 
Foss, Frank H. , Massachusetts 

Frear, James A., Wisconsin 
Gibson, Ernest W., Vermont . 
Gifford, Charles L., Massachusetts 

Gilchrist , Fred C., I owa 
Goodwin , Philip A. , New York 
Goss, Edward W., Connecticut 

Guyer, U. S., Kansas 
Hancock, Clarence E., New York 
Hartley, Fred A., Jr., New Jersey 

Hess, William E., Ohio 
Hi ggins, William L., Connecticut 
RolU.ster, John B., Ohio 

Holmes, Pehr G., Massachusetts 
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James W. Frank. Michigan 
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t4apes , Carl E., Michigan 
Mar.hall, L. T • • Ohio 
Martin, Joseph W., Jr •• Massachusetts 

Merritt, Schuyler, Connecticut 
Millard. Charles D. , New York 

tt, James W. t Oregon 

101han, P. H., Illinois 
...,ldowaey, M. J •• Pennsylvania 
Parker. James S., New York 

Peavey, Hubert H. . Wisconsin 
Perkins , Randolpb, New Jers.y 
Powers, D. Lane, New Jereey 

Raneley, Harry C., Pennsylvania 
Reece, B. Carroll, Tenn •• see 
Reed, Daniel A., New York 

Reid, Frank R., Illinois 
U.ch, Robert"., Pennsylvania 

. Rogers , Edith Nourse, Massachusetts 

Seger, George N., New Jersey 
Simp.o», J .... , Jr., Illinois 
Sinclair, James H., North Dakota 
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Snell, Bertrand H. t ... York 
S~lker, Gale H., New York 
Stokes, EclvarcS L. t Penn8ylvania 

StrOll" Matban L., Penn8ylvaDla 
Swick, J. Howard, Penn8ylvania 
Taber, .lobo. New York 

Taylor J. Will, Tenoe.see 
TbUt'8ton, Lloyd, Iowa 
TSnkbam, George H., Ma.8achusetts 
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Treadway, Allen T.. Hass.chus.tt. 
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Waldron, Alfred M •• Peonaylvan1a 
Watson, Hen.,. W., Pennsylvar)1a 
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Wolverton, Charle. A., New Jersey 
Woodruff, Roy 0 •• Michigan 

. 86. 



... ve,'!.e.il lncKi.nl..efl D.urk4en 
!Jili.noiA 

February 25, 1963 

Miss Marlene M. Haner 

APPENDIX II 

Uni.ted S.ta:teA 5 ena:te 
lrLi.n.o~fI LeadeA 

3820 North Teutonia Avenue 
Milwaukee 6, Wisconsin 

My dear Miss Hemer: 

It occurred to me the other evening that the second week in March will 
mark the 30th anniversary of the celebrated "One hundred Days Session" 
of the Congress. It seems an eternity ago and I presume that a rea­
soned answer to your inquiry would require that I do sorne research work 
for which, frankly, I do not have time. 

What I say, therefore, is entirely frem memory and must be interpreted 
in that light. Two impressions have remained with me since that one 
hundred day session beginning March 9, 1933. The first is the magnitude 
of the legislative program which was offered at that time. It contained 
so many departures from accepted standards that it was fairly overwhelm­
ing and seemed like an indigestible bundle which had been suddenly 
hurled at the Congress. 

The second impression was that wherever necessary rules were either ig­
nored or blithly surmounted to secure not merely expeditious but, in 
fact, unjustifiably hasty action on key measures in the administration's 
program. 

Still another impression which lingers is that so little time was given 
to consideration of all important measures which even today are having 
a deep impact on our economy. 

One other impression should be recorded and that is that if it appeared 
that there was doubt about the constitutionality of seme of these measures, 
like NRA and AAA these doubts were to be ignored. 

As I look back and take note of the fact that in that general New Deal 
period the so-called Economy Act has been virtually repealed in its 
entirety, the NRA was struck down by the Supreme Court, the AAA was in 
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Miss Marlene M. Haner Page 'l\ro February 25, 1963 

part invalidated by the Supreme Court, and that later the Bituminous 
Coal Act and the Potato Control Act went into limbo, I believe my 
fears and my opposition were fully justified. 

More importantly perhaps than all else was the fact that under the 
lash of the economic squeeze upon the country people generally could 
be induced to give support to legislative proposals which under 
normal circumstances they would view with fear and apprehension as 
embracing a real danger to our constitutional form of government. 
I hope these random thoughts might be of assistance to you. 

Sin~~r~, 

-<~:-? 'Y/~ f t>:X 
1:..-.-7 
/:.J ) , '* .I ~ l --< ...... . 

L . ./ v · '- ( /j.dc'"" 'L-
Everett McKinley Dirksen 

88. 
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