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PHEPACE

The purpose of this thesis is %o trace the astivities of Father
- Massuchelll, a Dominicen missionary, on the Ureat Lakes and the Upper
Missinsippd beginning with 1830 up to hie appointment as Provinefal
of the new Domdnican Provines of 3t. Charles in 1844k A general
view of his work thereafter will bs briefly ewmmerised, concluding
with his retirement in Pemton, 1849 ~ 1864.
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Chapter I
A General Survey of Religlous,
Soelal, and Economic Conditions in the Northwest up to 1830

The historical setting for the background of this paper is laid
along the Great Lakes and the Upper Mlssissippi, including a large
part of that region once known as the Cld Northwest, The organization
of the Northwest Territory was by no means an insignificant event in
the history of the new nation, for it definitely marked the first step
westward in the long march from sea to sea.

Unlike other frontier regions, this section of the country had
already, about a hundred years earlier, attained an escclesslastiecal and
civic status. French missionaries and traders had penetrated the in-
terior of the continent by way of rivers and lakes as early as the middle
of the seventeenth century. Fawrable reports of the possibllities
in the Hew wWorld reached the home country, and France was not slow in
asserting her civil Jurisdiction in a region she had a full claim to,

The first officlal act on the part of France to claim this territory
was carried cut by Sieur Saintélusson on June 14, 1671, at Sault Sainte
Marie. In the presence, and with the consent of all the principal Indian
tribes assembled there for that purpose; amidst a large French delegation
of both Church and State representatives, Salnt Lusson took formal poss-
esaion of the Northwest in the name of the King of France, lLouls X1V,
This official proglamation was followed up by extensive explorations

and settlements which tended tc confirm French claims in the New World.



Numerous forts were erected for protection and trade, 1.

Thue was planted a Fremch culture and civilization by Catholle
Prance in the heart of the Amsrloan continent.

Since missionaries had taken the lead in penstrating into the
interior of the unknown wilderness, religlon being at all times their
primary motive, it is not surprising that in the far West, ecclesias
tical organization had preceded civil organization, It is known that
the French King had pleaded esarmestly with the Holy See for the erec-
tion of a Bishopric in New France. In econsequence of this plea the
Ses of Quebec was erected in 1659 with Ngr. Laval as its first Bishop,
Previously to this act, the Church in New France was subject to the
Jurisdiotion of the Archbishop of Houen, With faculties from this
Archbishop the first missionaries had penstrated into the Great Lake
region. Plonesrs of this group were Father lssac Jogues and Father
Charles Raymbaut who, upon invitation from the Chippewas, came, in
1641, to the vicinity where Lake Superior empties into Lake Huron,
and named the place Sault Saint Marie. Here were gathered about moo
savages in whose presence they erected a cross and instructed thelr
Chippaway friends in the fundamentals of Christianity., However, re-
ligious activities were hampered in this region for some time by the
hostilities of the Iroquois. 2.




Meanwhile, with the arrivel of & bishop in 1659, there damned
a new era for the Chureh in Bew Frence., Blshop Laval had at heart
the conwereion and civilisstion of the natives, Therefore, with the
concurrence of the Beverend Superior of the Jesuit Pathers, he plamned
the projection of & seriss of new missions indluding the wide territory
in the distant West. The fivet missionary eent to this reglon was
Father Bene Menard, In 1660, with the blessing znd farewell of his
Bishop, he joined the fleet of the Cttawas going to Lake Superior.
There be began to minister with untireing seal to the Indians dwelling
sround Kewsenaw Bay. Later in 1661, when he left thers to contact
mm,Mns#%srmmMMMan. Thus
sxpired the first sissjonary in she region of what 1s now Wisconsin, 3.

AR O
3. John G. 3w, 0px Sk T1259+266,

Two years later, 1663, s new page was written in the history of
the Catholic Chureh of pressnt United States, On July &L of that year,
Bishop Laval appointed Pather Alloues his viesr genetal for the west-
ern Mlasions, This act zarks the first ecalesiastiocsl organisation
of the Catholic Church in the Northwest, a region whioch resained ate
tached %o the Diocess of xwbeo for over a sentury. A

Mmmo

Father Allouss arrived in his new [ield of labor in 1665, Leaws
ing Seult Saint Marle in the menth of Septembsr, in Gotober he wes



L
already building a chapel on the farthest end of Lake Superior, Che-
quamegon Bay, close to a trading post which stood on the site of modern
Ashland, This had always been &8 favorite Indian resort. At the time
of the Father's arrival, the native population comprised about eight
different tribes. The missionary dedicated his new chapel in honor
of the Holy Ghost ealling it, Point of the Holy Spirit, Among his
new charges the minfster of the Gospel samestly endeavored to instill
the dootrine of Christ, but for some obvious reasons his labors failed
to frustify. A Pastorel Lebter on the cause of the difficulty was
not long in the coming., It was issued on August 6, 1667, by Bishop
Laval and given to Father Alloues on hie return to the test. In it
the prelate warned the pioneer traders of their un~Christian lives
smong thelr Indian friends, This pastoral marks the first Eoclesias-
tical Act addressed to the infant Church in the Northwsst. It showed
that the Church in Neow Prance was functioning. She spoke with author-
ity and could reach her wayward children, long removed from the pale
of e¢ivilisation, reminding them of their duty toward God and their
fellowemon. 5.

§§ John G, 3&"‘} m m Itmﬂl.

As more missioparies became avallable for the vast mission field,
reinforoement came in 1669, Father Marquette was sent to take charge
of the Mission of the Holy Ghost en Lake Superior, Writing on the
condition of his arrival at this place, Pather Marquette states that
he found in the Huron mission five-hundred souls and all of them baptiszed.



This is a testimony to the geal of his predecessor.

Pather Allouez, being now released, set out to carry the falth to
other tribes. In December 1669 he reached Green Bay where he found
wintering about sixehundred Indisns - ?etﬁmwmea, Sacs, M&, and
Winnebagoes, He immediately took adwentage of the faworable ;aémun
and founded the Miseion of St. Francis Xavier which, after the deser-
tion of lLa Pointe du Esprit, in 1671, became the center of mission
activities in Wisconein. Later om, in 1635; Nicholas Perrct selected
Green Bay as the center for the fur trade from where he commanded the
vast territory under his jurdsdiction. 6

g Frez '%gg mmv Ur. Bmﬂm‘muammm
ef Perrot w Gmm an in 1685,

From Green Bay, Father dlloues canced Lo hhe Woll River, where he
founded his third mission among the Foxes. This was dedicated to St.
Mark on April twenty~fifth, 1670. On, the evangelizer traveled until
he reached the Mascoutins, where he opened the mission of St. James on
the feast of the Assumption., Thus, with untiring zeal the faithful
missionary labored, establishing all the prineipal mission posts in &
region which to-day embraces the present State of Wisconsin, In later
1ife, he extended his apostolic labors southward, where he ministered,
first, in what is now the State of Illinois, and {inally, in present
day Indiana. As an Apostolic laborer he hlds a record of 10,000 bap-
tisms administered to God's most negleected children, the first frults



for the faith in the Northwest Territory. 7

nit. 13273&“3?7; 320; 3315 Joaeph d+ Thompson, "The
~ Iilinois C ik, Heview, 1:37-63. On page 43,
-Mr. Thompeson notes that m:m Allon - istructed during his
apoamlﬂ.c career 106,006 natives, 19,006 ef whom he baptiged.

7+ John G. Shea, op. x

mwammmmaimmmmumwmm Father
Harquette was foreed to leawve the Mission of the Holy Chost and with his
Huron charges voyaged to Mickillimacikinac where he established the Migsion
of 5t. Ignatius. This became an important center for the missionaries
until the close of the French pericd. ?at&r Harquette remained at
Hackinae until he started on his famous journey down the Mississipri
in 1763, With this voyage the seeds of the Gospel wers planted in the
ﬁiﬁaﬁaippi Valley, for up to that year, no missionary had worked south
of the Mascoutins.

Of historic interest for this paper are those places which will be
mentioned in the course of this writing and which Father Harguetie was
first to touch on his voyage southward. His point of entvance from the
#isconsin into the lMississip:i, is marked by the City of Preirie du
Chien, noteworthy, because Father Marguette was the first prisst to
carry the cross to that locality. He was likewise the first priest
to visit what is now the State of Jowa. The first rriest to bulld a
tabernacle for God in Iowa was then distant in time, but close in the
mind of God,

HWith the exploration of the iississippi River, the spread of



Catholicity proceeded rapidly. Fatber Harquette returned, as he had
promised, to the Illincis Indians where he beecame the Apostle of that
trive. MHe visited them in thelr village of Kaskaskla on the Illincis
Mver and instructed them in the holy mysteries of faith. Death cut
short his 1ife, but the Illinois Indians persevered in the faith.
Cther Fathers succeeded him and continued the work of evangellsation. 8

8. John G. Shea, op, git., 1:275-276, 313-319.

In 1701 La Motte Cadillac became the commandant of the West, and
being appolinted Seigneur of a projected settlement, he founded Detroit
on July 2, 1701. Fort Pontchartrain was begun immedlately, and five
days later the Chapel of 3t. Anne was built, The Reccllect Fathers
were sntrusted with the spiritual administration of the town while the
~ Jeauit Fathers were to take charge of the Indians gathered arcund the
new settlement, The missionaries ware not in favor of the project for
they understood Indian character better than Cadillac, nevertheless, the
new oxperinent m‘a’ carried out to the detriment of the missions, Thua
the Jesult establishments on the Great Lakes were reduced to that of
Green Bay where Father Chardon was stationsd from 1708 until about 1728
when De Lignery destroyed the fort and the misslionary had 4o leave. 9

91! M, 21620"623) 6294

At Mackinac there was no longer a flock sc that the missionaries were
foroed to bum the chapel to prevent profanation. However, in 1706



8
Pather Marest returned to Mackinec and rebuilt the chapel, locating
it this time on the southern shore of the stralt, where later, in 1712,
lLouvigny built a fors, 10

10, John G. Shea, %m"‘ 6253 627»

The Indlans around Detroit, who had been without & missfonary from
the time of the foundation of the place, mm;r broke out in open revolt.
Cld feuds end jealousies again ran rumpant. VWhen Father Charleveix
visited the Northwest in 1721 he deplored the Indian simﬁm around
Detroit, finding them without spiritual aadmncm But the visitor had
reasons to rejoice when he found the iiamis, Pottawatomies, and Illinois
tribes almost all Christisnised., Near Detroit, the Huron mission was
revived in 1728 with Father Armand de la Richardl in charge.

the course of the struggle for suprems¢y many of the Indlans became ine
volved in English plotting and s0 were alienated not only from the French
but from Christianity., They hed become a tool in the hands of the enemy.
The West was beset with strifes until 1767 when England came in posses-
sion of that long coveted territory. 11

1. M; 623-625, 630, 635,

In spite of the many difficulties the mlssionaries had to contend

with, in this early period, they planted in the Horthwest a French Catholic

civiligation and culture, which dominated that region for yesrs to come,



The bishops of Quebec had always watched with care over these remote
settlements and faithfully ministered to the spiritusl needs of thelr
subjects. The faith had been planted, 1t had tsken firm roots, it need-
ed but priestly hands to tend it, The shortage of clergymen caused an
acute situation when the shepherds were separated from thelr flock in
1763, for, almost aimmltanecusly with the loss of French power in Amer-
ica, came the suppression of the Society of Jesus which left the Northe-
west without a single priest until the return of Father Marest. Fathers
du Jaunay, and Le Franc alone were in the Upper Country, and that for a
short time only. The suppression of the Urder so depleted the Mission

field that John Gilmary Shea bemcans the eondition of the Church in the
following conclusion:

“.s.The parish of Detroit had, indeed, its priests;
two Jepuit Fathers attended the Catholics on the
Great Lake beyond...the work of six-score years
from the viasit of Fathers Jogues and Raymbaut, was
recorded rather in the grawves of the faithful de-
parted, than in the living children of the Church
and thelr pastors...the suppressers of the provinces
of the Socliety of Jesus in French and Spanish ter-
ritory, left many districts without priests, and
the faith of the people was gradually ylelding to
decay like the crumbling tenantless churches,..
Darkness as of night was settling on the land, but
it was the darkness that prescedes the dawn,” 12

12, John G, 3&00., &, A B 0Oy

This sad conditlon is further confirmed by FPather Edmund Burke,
in a letter addressed to the Sacred Congregation of the Propaganda of

the Faith in 1791 in which he "called attention to the fact that the



1o
whole Lake reglon was in a deplorable condition since the suppression
of the Jesults", 13

13+ Rev, smtm J. Wn}.ﬂh, “Eotra Deme, Antecedents and Development,”
PH%: ; A& v 4 Revie I?:W%

After the departure of the Jesuit missionaries, the French Catholic
settlements on the upper Great Lakes received only occasional wvisits
from itinerary priests, Cne such traveler was Father Gibault who, on
his way to and from Canada and Cahokia, ministered o the Catholics at
Mackinac. 14

1h. Joseph J,. Thompson, "Illinois! First Citisen - Plerre Gibault,"
Aok e AWy dgt01 8 A feview IIE%, 39-

The territory, during this tine remained under the juriasdiction of
the Bishop of (uebsc. In 1791 1t became a part of the diocese of Balti-
more, However, Bishop Carroll's suthority was not exercised along the
upper Great Lakes until the Britlsh relinquished the military posts
which bordered them. The last one to be evacuated was Mackinac from
whence the British withdrew in Uctober of 1796, With British evacuation
from American soil, Bilshop Hubert, contemporary ordinary of Quebec, felt
obliged to withdraw his Canadian clergy also., This compelled Bishop
Carroll te fill those wacancies, although he had pleaded with the Quebec
prelate to leave his priests thers. Just then he was fortupate of having
received an accession of French priests whom he could send to care for

the French inhabitants of that remote region. Une of these French refugees



11
was Father Gebriel Hichard who wis sent west in September, 1792, as
assistant to the mdssions. In 1797 Father Levadoux was appointed pastor
of the Detroit parish and Fathers Oabriel Richard and John Dilhet were
sent to sid him. Pour years later, 1801, Father Levadoux was recalled
to Baltimore and Pather Gabriel. Richard became parish priest of Detroit
where he exerted a far reachlng influence not only in spiritual affairs,
but cultural and soclal as well. 15

15, John G. Shea, %m IX: L38--489,

Bishop Carroll never was able to extend his visits to these distant
outposts, he therefore empowsred Bishop Densut of Quebec to administer
Confirmation at these setilements whenewver he would be in the neighbor-
hood thereof, Under such circumstances Bishop Denaut administered Con-

firmation ixx 1800 and 1801 st Detroit, Raisin River, and other points, 16

16‘ M&, IIz&?U;

tihen the dlocese of Bardstown was erected in 1808, the region of
present Michigan and iisconsin came under the Jurisdiction of Bishop
Flaget. Heo visited the settlements occasionally, especially Detroit.
After the diocess of Cineinnati was erected in the state of Chic in 1821,
Bishop Penwick beoame Administrator Apostolic of Michigan and the Northe
waat Territory. This left Indiana and Illinois north of Chio stild)
under Bishop Flaget's jJurisdiction until 1825 when the western country



1z
inecluding western Illinols and Wisconsin became attached to the diocese

of 3%, Louis. 17

About this time the Lake country had quite a sprinkling of Catho-
1ics. Along the Detroit River alone were about a hundred fifty families;
Polnt 35%. Ignace numbered about eighty; Sault Sainte Marie twenty or
thirby; and along the shore of Green Bay clustered about sizty families;
Prairie du Chien settlers ranged from a hundred and twenty to one hundred
and fifty families. In 1820 Father Richard esti-ated the Catholic
white population of Michigen to be about six thousand., There were
five Catholic Churches in the stats whose parishioners were & mixture
of whites, negroes, half breeds and Indians all dependent for spiritual
aid upon the priests at Detroite~Fathers Rlichard and the newly ordained
Father Francie Vincent Badin, The Indian population, (tiawas, Pottawatow
mie, and Huron tribes in all numbered about six thousand. These In-
dians were recognized by the United States government as Catholies,

The Cttawss, about this time, even appealed to the president at Washing-
ton that a Catholic priest, such as their forefathers had, be sent
amongst them to teach religion, arts, and agriculture. 18

18, John G. Shea, 9p. git., IIT:343, 347~348,

In 1830, according to Father Johnson's estimation, the Catholic
population of Green Bay and Prairie du Chien stood at 1,000 and 600,



reapectively.

fGreen Bay's 1000 was mainly Canadian and half-
brecds... Green Bay had a population of 500 whites,

of whom the majority may be presuned to have been
Catholic and the same figure and guess may hold

good for Prairie du Chien. In 1830 the whites in
Wisoonain are listed as 3,000, of whom ons-~half

resided in Green Bay and Prairle du Chien, and the
other half in the lead region. For the first half

of the 1830%s liberal figures for the Catholic
population touch on 1,500 whites and 1,000 Indiana.™ 19,

pBA3 WAL L, SNy &3 4 L%

19. Rev, Peter L. Johnson,

1821910, 7-

During the administrative period of Bishop Penwick, religious
ministrations were extended more frequently to the scattered Catholics
in the upper Great Lake region. The prelate, on his via:lﬁ abroad in
1824, was able to securs the services of two French priests, Fathers
Bellamy and Dejean, whe were sent lmmediately to the Michigan territory
to aid Father Gabriel Richard., Father Bellamy was stationed at Ralsin
River while Father Dejesn was amsigned to the mission on the Huron
Eiver. Bishop Fenwick ordered Father Francis Vincent Badin to be sent
on a visitation to the upper Great Lakes. In April, 1825, Father
Francis V., Badin started on his northwest mission tour, making Mackinac
the center of his activities. From that point he joumeyed on to
Green Bay. “Here the people had not seen a priest but once in f£ifty

yoars or more," 20, After his retum to Midma, he visited the

ml Rﬂ"o Viﬁwr F' th&l’ .VP, 3%,

267, 2n.

‘Indians at Arbre Croche a few times, The old missions of 3aint Ignace
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and Sault Sainte Marie were not neglected. In Hovember, 1825, after
an abssnce of seven months, the misslionary retumed again to Detroit.
Although many abuses had crept in during that long lay interregnum,
Father Francis V. Badin was surprised how the French Cansdisns and halfe-
breeds had psrsevered in the Qatholic faith. The roliowing year, at
the advice of his bishop, he toured the region a second time, including
Prairie du Chien and Portage in his itdnerary. Unfortunately, the
labora of the missionary were cut shert by Indian disturbances so that
he had te return to Detrolt by way of 3t. Louls., 21.

21; Rev. Victor Fu Q'%m@l’

With all these handicaps that the Church had to struggle with to
keep alive the faith, where it once shone so brightly, she succeeded
as long as these old French Canadians were left undisturbed in their
old habitations and ne immediate danger threatened their faith. But
when inrcads were beginning to be made into these centuries old settle~
ments by sectarian agents then the ancient faith became fraught with
danger. ¥With the opening of the Great Lake region, and even before,

this danger became Lmminent.

Forelgn travelers had long comnented on the large Catholic popu~
lation in the lesiseippi Valley. Frederick Marryst expressed his copinion
that all America west of the Alleghenies will eventually be a Catholic
ecountry., 22, Others sxpressed similapr sentiments and aseribed this

22. ReA. Billington, The Protestant Crusade 1800-1860, 122.



15

Catholic advance to the division among the Protestant se¢cts. These
remurks drove the Protestants inte a unlon for the purpose of combating
Catholicism, In their ignorance thsy called Catholiciasm a form of
corrupted Christianity and preached against it as such, As early as

1820 their religious press sent out & warning that unless Protestants
sent missionaries and Bibles to the ﬁiwissip@i Valley, Rome would ocouw
py the region and %build up a system of ignorance, priesteraft, and

superstition...” 23. The persistent propaganda coscerning the iest

23& Rads mliﬂm’ " Mdﬁ mlm 122,

led to the organisation of the American Home Missionary Soclety in 1825,
They feared that Home would subdue the Protestant outposts in the Missis-
sippi Valley unless support could be given. In the ysar 1829 the
publication of the A.H.M.5, expressed alarm at the increasing number

of Catholics in the West. A report from an agent in 1830 mtca,

‘The line of Catholic posts is being fast completed!. That same year
the American Bible Scclety urged that all Protestant sects unite

to combat Rome's influence, likewlse did the Americen Education Sow
ciety. Protestant Churches becams interested and both Presbyteriane
and Baptists considered the "advisability of concentrated missionary
operation in the West to combat the designs of Popery there?®, Public
meetings were held in the eastern cities to consider the problem. 2.

rusade 1800-1860, 120-122.

2. Rehs mmﬁa,

The American Bible Society now came to the fore by aiding the
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ministers on the frontier., It not only furnished the Bibles fres to the
nesly settled copmmnitiss but also supplemented t}w salaries of mine
isters who tock charge of distributing its literature, At Green Bay
alone, in that e;.d Catholiec aettlement, Stephen Feet distributed in one
year one thousand Bibles and five hundred Testamenta. 25,

25, Lawrence E. Murphy, 8y, 40

Relipdon & Education on

In the decades of the thirtles, the minister reports that at
Green Bay one third of the population was Roman Catholie and was ac~
cording to Peet, ?i@emh, superstitious, and wicked'. "“The other |
two thirds mostly from New England, he thought were 'intellegent and
refinedt "

In 1839 this same minister found Prairie du Chien two-thirds
Catholic, and remarks in his report,

%1 have not found a single famlly, and but one
or two individuala, who could not read, except
amcng the Romen Catholics, who are generally kept

in ignorance, according to the genius of their
religion and the designs of their priests,” 26,

26, Ibid., 48~A9.

The charge of “"ignorance" may be answered by pointing out that
the New England immigrants had come from a well established ccmmunity
where education had been flourdshing unlike that of a.‘ frontier town.
The old Cathelic ssttlements in the West had had no such splendid

opportunities, on the contrary, they had been mistrested by military



17
expeditions as "though they were hostile Indians®., A case of wanton
destruction was that of the village of Guiatenon which was destroyed
by the forces under General S5cott in 1791, This vll;léga consisted of
seventy well mmmed homes, By the time that peace was secured for
these remote settlements the "old time Catholics were reduced to wret
chedness and misery.* 27.

27. Jﬂhﬂ G m&, Higtory
II:164~165,

It seems too, that the Catholics were charged with ignorance by
sectarian ministers because they did not possess a knowledge of Protes-

To the charge of the “designs of their priests”, Thomas Pord
has a bit of good advice for Protestant ministers, and it is in place
nere, whatever the author may have had in mind when he wrote his report.
In regard to the Caﬁhclié priests in the Illinois country he writes:

%.e.the priest was the adviser and director and
companion of his flock. The people lovked up to
him with affection and reverence, and he upon them
with compassicn and tendemess, He was ready to
sympathize with them in sll their sorrow, enter
into all their Joys and counasel ther in all their
perplexities. Meny good Protestant ministers,
who stoutly believed these Catholic priessts to

be emlssaries of Satan, would have done well to
imitate thelir simple hearted goodness to the
members of their flock.” 28,

With & united and well organized anti-Catholic propaganda in print
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and pulpit, the seeds of unfounded prejudice were widely scattered
and even carried to the frontier, thus making the work of Catholie
missicnaries more difficult.

By the end of the first quarter of the nineteenth century; the
great westward drive which had been moving on steadily since 1787,
received a new impulse, Coupled with the immigrstion wave was the
1liberal land policy of the United States government, and the rapid
extinction of Indian titles to the lands in the Northwest. Uith the
high tide of lmmigration coinelided the development of new modes of
transpertation. By 1830, the Erle Cansl with its connecting links
was fairly completed so that the Lmnigrants from New England and New
York had no diffieulty in reaching the Vest., 29

d States, V:37-67.

Jteamboat navigation on the Miseissippi River alse bocame ever
more popular and its crafts ventured in ever higher latitudes, so
that by 1823, the Upper Mississippi saw the arrival of the first steam-
boat sailing as far north as Fort Snelling., This wvoyage then "estab«
lished the practicablility of navigating the Upper Mississi pi by steams
boat®, It bad still other far reaching resulte. The new mode of
transportation became the natural outlet for the large cuantities
of lead soon to become the traffic of the Mississippi. Along this

main artery "great waves of immigration moved steadily northward
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into the Upper Mississippl Valley". 30

Up to 1830 the Great Lake Begion was still a wilderness and far

beyond the frontier liﬁa‘ However, with the problem of transportation
solved the Upper country remained no longer sn lsolated wnit, Soclally
and economically the tims portended & change. For m the threshold |
of this country there stood & new people, with new interests and new
plans.

The Lake region had held 4tz omn for almost two conturles with its
one supreme interest--peliries. liasters had changed hands but the
clé working force of French Canadians and half-breeds hé.d remained
in the field. Now around 1830, the fur trade maa on the decline while
the land claim was on the rise, John Jucob Astor, who sensed the trend
of time, scld out in 1835 to becoms a land apsculator, He was not
alone in the fleld, for the region was overrun by lumber and land
speanlat.ars. In thelr explorations, the fur traders had spled out the
good land, they knew the routes of travel and brought back to the
East glowing accounts about the new possibilities of the northern
country. On their Mls fo},}.and adventurers and homeseekers, lhere
the advanced fur trading posts had been, there, citles sprang up,
an Amsriean population ma' moving in, thus replacing the factors, agents,
interpreters, sorters, and packers of French descent, Pur trading
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posts were located at Prairie du Chien, Green Bay, and Mackinac, the
latter was the commerelal senter of the trade. 31 Prairie du Chien

31. Harlan Hatcher, The Gres

o SRR 10030*&95.

and Oreen Bay had for a time been subsidiary stations of Mackinac and

xg such thelr egonomic and 'smlul interests were related to that place.

An overview of these vld settlements to about 1830 will clarify
the situation upon the arrival of Father Nassuchelli.

Prairie du Chien

Prairie du Chien dates back to the mm period, Nicholas Perrot,
French Commandant of the West, built Fort 5t. Nickolas on that site
in 1685, Father Hennepin had lingered there five years earlier, and
in 1683 he was followed by two Jesuits, Father Marest and Pierson.
Father Hapest holds the honor of celebrating the first Muss on the
site of Prairie du Chien., It became & plave of rendezvous in 1727
when two Jesult Fathers in company with the expedition or 3ioux Couwpany
passed there to establish the Mission of 3t, Michael at the present
site of Frontenac, Minnesota. Ten ysars later, 1737, when the French
sbandoned and burned the fort on Lake Fepin, some of these men founded
a trading post at the mouth of the #isconsin River. Traditionally
it is held that this establishment formed the nucleus of future Prairie

du Chien. Father Rothensteiner says that "About 1780 a permanent



ssttlement began to grow up around the post", 32

32. Rev. John Mhenawmr, “The xoﬂhnuum Part of the Diocese of

5t. Louis under Biahep Rosati®, 111, Cath, 3‘ st, Hevi w, II#S.&R.;
. Peter L. Seanlsn, Prairie du Chien W Frene orioan A

centennial History WT entermial History

giusthodam‘-m PL rat asmwchmhdmmg sitc of

Frairie du Chien.

The inhabitants of Prairie du Chien were nearly all Lower Mﬁua
earrying on trade with the Indians, By 1800 the population ranged from
105% 150, all settlers depending on the fur trade for a living. By
1811 the whole settlement contained about m%uﬁdrim families, thirty-
two of these were living on the old plot. The most prominent traders
ha& thelr homes there. Thers as all over the Northwest, the trader's
word was law, the imerican law was never enforged. In fact, before
the war of 1812 British sentiment prevailed. Prairie du Chien had
always besn an i&p@rﬁmﬁ Indian ground and no' less than six-thousand
Indians visited the trading post snnually. It was therefore, of the
utaost importance to the British to retain the good will of the savages

in case of war, 33

33, Peter L. Soanlan, §

The religlous arfaixfg of this place had long been neglected, and
probably didn't have the services of a priest since the recall of
the early missionaries, Ii had been the center of many Indian dis-
turbances and not until 1817 when peace was re-sstablished did a Trappist
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iissionsry venture northward. This was Harle Joseph Dunand. Most
probably he had been invited by Jarrot, a Mr from ?fois du Chien,
In reference to his visit, Pather Dunand muz o ssbtlement three-
hundred leagues distant, "where until that time there had never been
o priest--It took me thirty-four days o reach it", 34 For thirty

34+ Bev. John Rothenstelner, gp, cit., II:l81.

days Father Dunand ministered to the most forlom fioek at Prairie
du Chien. Hisz own story follows:

¥l administered Holy Baptiam t0 a great many, large
and small, among whom there were many half~breeds
and savages. In short, all day I was ocoupled in
the exerclse of the boly minlstry. Three persons
only refused to profit by my visit., Protestants
came every day to© the instructions; even the Jews
wore converted. The savages of different nations
were oxact in attendance at Mass; the savage women
brought me their children in groups, some to be
baptised, others that they might behold a Makita
Courage;...l will say in a word that God blessed
By WOrk...far beyond what I had hoped for." 35

35% M&, II;IBQ; Peter L. w‘ 13{}*1310

Father Dunand leit a record of 135 baptisms, c¢hildren and adults;
performed 14 marriage ceremonies; and blessed a cemetery on May 6,
1217, 36

36, Ibid,, 181,

Another ten years slapsed before a second messenger of the Qospel
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arrived, this time the traveling missicnary, Father Franois V. Badin,

During the 1820%'s American families began to move in, and with
thess Protestantism was brought in. Urs, Jullan Loskwood, who arrived
in autumn of 1321‘, immediately began to organize & Presbylerian Sunday
Sehool. Her work received the sanction of Dr. E. James a.zxdf.z « Kinzie,
but Mr. Rolette appam the measure. He persuaded the mothers, whe
sent their children to the school, to withdrew them beeause the purpose
was to make the children Protestants. To counteract ir. Holette “"they
introduced and taught the children the Roman Catholic Catechism, finding
nothing to their minds very objesctionable ia it.* The school was dis-
continued in the fall of 1825 and not resumed until 1830, when members
of other denominations united to form the Union Sunday School, 37

37. James H. Lockwood, "Early Times and Events in Wissonsin,® Goll. of
 State st Soclely of Wis, Li%S. |

In 1822 the ecclesiastlcal hierarchy formulated e new plan which
was t0 take care of the religlous needs Iln Prairie du Chien. In that
year the misasions on the Upper lilssissippi were entrusted by the bishop
of St. Louils to the Lazariast Fathers, with the understanding that the
first establishment was to be made at Prairie du Chien. “ﬁe project
wag also urged by General Clark, However, the Lazarists were slow in
making a start and by this tardiness they mliassed thelir opportunity.
Wihen Bishop Rosati arrived in 5t. Louls in 1824, no steps had been
taken toward the projected mission., Bishop Du Bourg had begun to with-
draw most of the priests to Lower Loulsiana so that by the spring of
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1825 there were but five priests left to minister to the Catholica of
Illdnoie and Hiseouri. These conditions a.fﬁcbed the settlement at
Prairie du Chien and once more it was left to the mercy of itinerary
misalonaries, Father Fruncis V, Badin ministered there for three suce
cessive years, 1827-1829. In 1827 he begen the structure of a log church,
but his work was interrupted by the Hed Bird massacre. Later, in the
sumner of 1831, Father Lutz, a Vincentian, viaited the place but he
returned to 5t. Louls soon after the Menominee massacre. 38

3

38, Charles L. Sonvay, «m Lazarists in Illim:l.s, inols Cath, Hist,.
Ewiow, 1:3&6-307; Peter L. .ﬁamlan, s Chien :

Thus Prairie du Chien was hopelessly waiting, when all of a sudden
s son of 5t. Dominiec seized the opportune moment that gave Prairie du
Chien at last its religious status.

Green Bay

The early French Period of Green Bay has already been referred
to on page five. It has also been mentioned that Pather Chardon was
the last Jesult missionsry stationsd thers. "The Fox war of 1728 great-

1y ombamauﬁ the operations of the missionaries," 39

39. R.G. mnitos, "%mtyantm Yoars Reocollections of Wiseonsin,” 1695~
1.3. fisgonsin Hist, Coll,, II1:261,

Augustine Grignon, a pionesr of the modern setilement at Creen
Bay sayse, "I am very confident there could not have been any mission-
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aries at Green Bay from its settlement, in 1745, wntil Pather Gabriel

Richard of Detroit visited the Bay in 1820.” 40

L0« R.G. Thwaites, “Scwntyntm Years ihmiltc&iom cf Wiswnsin,f* 1695~
1823, slsconsin fist. Gokis, 1113261,

There is a tradition that as late as 1807 the mission eross was
still standing on the west side of the river, half way between the ford
and Des Pere Rapids, The Green Bay settlers, then nearly without exe
ception all Catholics, gathered around this eross for church services,
An interview with Mrs. Martin of Point Saint Ignace in 1891 reweals
that "Here aleso confirmation service was held, when the little creocle
children received first Communion from the hands of a Bishop®. 41

41. Neville and Martin, } 16341840, Z31.

Although Oreen Bay was left sdthout a pastor, the Prench settlers

did hold to the traditions of thelr faith not minding hardahips nor

| difficulties to secure the ministrations of priests. Augustine Grignon
relates such an ineident: Hia father, Charles Grignon, baimg at Mackinac
when Father Payet arrived, resolved to bring his ehildren up from

Green Bay to Mackinac and have them baptized. He sent for his wife

and ohildren to be byrougnht to Mackinac, which was a distance of 240
miles. The trip took about six days to trawvel in fair weather. 42

42, Reuben G, Thwaites, "Seventy~two Years Rscollections of Wisconsin,"
1695-1813, jis, Hist, Colleetions, III:261.



In 1816 Port Howard was erected and with 2 garrison stationed
there, the imericans gradually filtered in. 43

About the middle of the 1820's the Baptist Mission Society mede
an attempt to send her ministers to Green Bay as is disclosed in the
reply of a letter dated July 20, 1828 written by R. Irvin Jr. to the
Baptist nisaiaa Soeclety in New York. | It is an answer to the Soclety's
inguirey as to the feasibility of sending a clergyman and a teacher to
Green Bay. The writer also inserts a description of Green Bay at that
time. The census of 1827 shows that the population then consisted of
about three-fourths Canadians and W”WS, the cther fourth was
somposed of English and Americans. This populstion, as the letter
assserts, was distributed over a district of country of about seven
miles along the Fox River and mas administered to by a "Freach minister
of Catholie pez?auasian, in whom is united the two-fold functions of
preacher and school master, and who now has a achool in suscessful
operation". The English school of the district was confined to the
United States garrison. Irvin, the writer, urges immediate action
7 before the ground would be occupled by ancthar sect. L4

Ll. Bella French, History » 68=70,

Father RBichard in his letter to the Propagation of the Faith
March 21, 1826, lists the Cathollc families at Green Bay as being 84,



and the Catholic population 504. 45

45. Rev, Gabriel %mrﬁ. “m%,r’ﬁ 5 wavy
IH:326.

The Episcopalisns were soon on the spot i.n‘ this mission field for
they had preceeded the Baptist in their explorations of a miasion eite,
The Rev. R.F. Cadle, agent of the Domestic snd Poreign Episcopsl Mission-
ary Socliety, established a mission and a school at Shanty Towm in 1830,

Two years later it was removed to Navarino, 46

Lb. Bella French, OB % 69.

The above named French minjster of Catholic persuasion, who ls
mentioned as preacher and sgheol master probably was Mr., Fauvel, an
ox-seminarian. He had engratiated himself with Rev. Rlichard who per
mitted him to open a Catholic school at Creen Bay in 1826, Father
Richard pesrsonally visited Gmn Bay in the years of 1820 and 1823,
celebrating Mass in the home of Pebter Grignon. He commenced the build~
ing of a church in the suwmmer of 1823, though the structure was not
completed until 1825 when Father Prancis V. Badin, who spent two months
at Green Bay, dedicated the new church to Ssint Prancls Xavier., A
year later, while Fauwvel was occupying a pertion of the new building,
the church was destroyed by fire through some carelesaness of his. 47

47. Ibid., II1:70; Rev. Victor F. C'Daniel,
3

.
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Again Oreen Bay was without a place of worship. loreover, the
faith suffered conasiderably for a time f{rom the annoyances of Fauvel,
who not only usurped the offices of the priesthood but even practiced
deceit on both the whites and the natives. FPather Francls V. Badin
again visited the Catholies at Green Bay in 1827, .48

48. Rev. Vietor F, ('Daniel, op, eit,., 354,

In 1828, Pather Dejean ministered to the faithful there, but
the "Church in Green Bay did not thrive®. L9

49. Rev, Benjamin T. Blled, A

Yet another danger to the faith was the erecticn of a sectarian
school to which Catholie children were sent, accepted {ree of charge,
and instructed in a heretical doctrine. 50

50. Bishop Jackson Kemper, “Journal of an Epueepalian Hisslonary” : Tour
to Gresn Bay, 1834, s, Hist. Coll., XIV:A36

Certainly the flickering flame of holy faith was ever lowering,
and great were the forces of evil hovering over the cradle of early
Catholicity., A good shepherd was needed to confirm the weaklings and
lead them on in the way of Truth.



Hackinac

The island of Mackinac of which the British took possession on
July 13, 1780 had been bought from the Chippswes, under Chief Kit-
chienago, because it was considered more of a strateglc point of de-
fenve than old Mickilismackinac, 51 It soon becams the great commercial

51. m. Antoine I. E«smk,
ad_Marquette, 167; Mea

center and fur mart for all the outposts of the American Fur Company
under the lordship of John Jacch istor.

Ko missionary visited Mickilimackinag for ten years between 1775~
1785. During that period the Catholic Frenchmen mowed their Chureh to
the Island. On July 23, 1786, Father Payet arrived and resided there
for over a year, He was the first missionary actually stationed at
MHackinae leland, and while there, put the interests of the Church on

& acund basis by having parguilliers elected to carry on the adalnis~
tration in the absence of a priest. The entrances in the shurch records
show how well the people were instructed in the administration of the

two sacrements, baptism and matrimony. 52

52+ Rev, Antoine Rezek, %m 111169,

-

Hrs. Elizabeth T. Baird, a resident of the Island, states that
the "dwellers” of the island were all Roman Catholics, and that as late



30
as 1823, No priest was stationed there, but cccasionally one would
come "and keep alive the litile spark, kindled so many years before
by the devoted Jesult missionaries”. The people observed the sustom
of gathering together for prayers and singing as taught by the early
migsionaries, 53

53. Elimbut.h T. Baird, *Reminiscences of Early Days on Mackinac Island",
. AX Do i 4 mllga

About 1802 a school was opened by liss Angeline Adehemar, a highly
cultured lady, who had come with the La Pramboise family from Montresl,
and who was of great influence on the island, 7The education and culture
which she imparted had an enduring effect becsuse her work was continued
by scme of her puplils, lrs., Fisher being one of them. Although this
family retumed to Hontreal after the death of Mr. La Frambolse, "the
seed which hed been sown by Father Marguette, and cultivated by these
devout ladies, bore a hundredfold in after years", 54 Later Grand-

54, Elizebeth T. Baird, gp, git., 20.

father Schindler, a scholarly man, opened a school for boys in which
many of the American settlers received thelr education, among them
being Hercules L. Dousman. About thia time too, Mrs. Fisher opsned

a school for the traders' daughters. This school was the {irst board-
ing school in the Northwest where the girls, ranging in age from twelwe
to eighteen, were taught to read, to write, to sew, and t0 do general
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Mackinac was for a long time neglected in itz spiritual affairs
principally due to troubles si Detroit. Heanwhile the Protestants
were preparing to make sstablishments on the island. As early as 1820,
the Rev. J. Morse, & Congregational minister paid his visit. He was
comnlssioned by the United S&aﬁas government to go on a two years'
tour of observation and inspection with a view $0 devisze a plan for
the civilization of the Indlans. For about two wecks he preached to
& large andience in the Court house and effected arrangements for
Bible and Tract Socliety work, In July of 1821 Pather Richard spent
three weeks there in missionary duty. He was soon followed by an
unexpected visitor, Wiliiam Montaque Ferry, & Presbyterian minister,
sent by the United Forelgn Wisslonary Society to explore the field.
The infrequent visits of Catholic missionaries had been noted and
the result of his report to the Foreign Mission Soclety was that they
took steps to erect & mission at Mackinac. In 1823 Wr, Ferry retumed
with his family and opened a school in the old Court House. At the
vlose of the year he had an attendance of twelve day pupils., In 182§
the Mission House was bullt where ir. FPerry continued his work for
twelve years. From 1827 until the mlasion 'cloué, it was under the
care of the American Board of Commlssioners for Foreign ¥issions with
head quarters at Boston. At one time the school hsd an attendance
of 180 pupils. The children from the village attended as day pupila,
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and those from the severa) Indland tribes as boarders. 56

56, Rav. Antoine I, Eﬁnk, ops git., i1:175~1?6; J.N. Davidson, Unnamed
W,%SG. : ’

Mrs. John Kinzie who visited the establishment in September of 1830
makes the following comment:

"The mission establishment wes the beloved child
snd the common center of interest of the feow
Protestant families clustered around it. Through
the zeal and good menagement of Mr., and Mrs. Ferry,
and the fostering encouragement of the congregation;
the schocl was in great repute, and it was pleasent
to observe the effect of mental and religious cule
ture in subduing the mischiewous, tricky propenw
sities of the halfwbreed, and rousing the stolid
apathy of the genuine Indian.® 87

57, Jullette A, Kinsle, Hau-buw

There was no Catholic school on the Island, and no educational
activity, except for the instructions imparted by Madam La Framboise,
an OLtawa woman whose husband had taught her to read and write, "It
was her ¢ustom to receive a class of young pupils daily at her house,
thaet she might giva them lessons in reading and writing, and also in the
prinaiples of the floman Catholic religion to which she was deeply de-
voted," 58

58. Ibid,, 23.

With the location of the Protestant establishment on the island
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the Catholic faith was threstened with extinction. The greatest danger
lay in the fact that many Catholie children were sent to the Presbyter- ”
fan school. The Miasion house "became the very furnsce where Catholic

children and adults were melted and cast into Presbyterians”. 59

59, Rev. Antoine I. Rezek, op, git., II:176.

Contemporary missionuries, FPathers Richard and Dejean, both lame
ented the situation of Catholioity on the Island as may be seen in
their letters to the Fropagation of the Faith., In Hovember of 1827
Pather Dejean wrote from Hiama to the assoclation at lLyons:

nJtal baptise & Mackinac quotorse personnes presque
toutes adults; mols, et J1 le dis le coeur navre
de doulewr, la géneration future de Mackinae sera
toute protestante i le choses continuent. Des
presbytériens, soutenus par une aoehté de riches
maychands de New York, on etabli une éscole dans
i'fle. Ile reqoivent presque gratis tous les
enfans des Catholiques; 1ls lour spprennent le
catechisme protestant, leur rendent meprisable,
par lewrs discours captieux, la religion de leurs
peres; et ces enfans, de retour dans leurs maisons,
préchent le protestantisme 4 leurs parens, et les
supplient de ae faire protestans. Il n'ys a pas
dans Mackinac d'école catholique... On ne voit
aucun enfant & la Gesse. Les protestans attirent
encore beaucocup de Sauvages. Leur e¢tablissement
regoit de New-York plus de huit mille piastres

par an, Avec cela, que ne peut~on pas fairel® 60

s I11:322,




The Upper Missisaippi Valley

On the upper Mississippi River, & similar cmgc was taking place
&m' had been rwted on the “Gﬁat Mea, Not, ‘anl‘y the fur tradq, but the
lesad mines had aleo played an important part in the early history of
the Upper Mississippi. In fac; the lead mines became the determining
factor in the early ‘settloment of tmﬁ' region. HNext to peltries, lead
was the most important commodity of mrt in the Upper Country and

even serwed As currency.

Although the presence of lead between the Wisconsin and Illinols
Rivers had leong been known to the Indians before the coming of the
white man, they had shown no interest in that natural resource uwntil
they learned its value from the French, who taught them the use of
fire arms wherewlith t¢ hunt fur bearing animals on & larger scale.
Thereafter it became an article of trafflec with both the Indians and

the traders. 61

61. Reuben G, Thwaites, “Notes on Early Lead Mining," ¥ls, Hist. Coll.,

The eariiest Frenchman to reach the lead mines was Jean Nicolet,
who actually saw the lead deposits in the Galena area in 1634, and
made & report of them to his g@vemfm 62
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Father Hennepin's Map of 1678 places these mines in the Fever River
district uhere Galena now stands. Not long after Father Hennepints
sojourn in that distriet, Hiehel@a Perrot, on an expedition up the
Wississippl in 1690, rteaiv;d from & Miama Chief, a specimen of lead
ore that the Indians had discovered, Immediately he promised to build,
within twenty days, a post below the wisconsin Hiver., This was probab-
ly Perroi's post oy ocgite the Dubuque mines., In 1700, Pencout and Le
Sueur on their explorations took notice of the lead mines which later

became known as "Snake Diggings" near Potasi, wisconsin, 63

63. Peter L. Scanlan, Prairie du Chien, 14, 16-17.

Gf great note and significance was Jullan Dubuque, a Frenchman
from Prairie du Chien who on September 22, 1788, obtained from the
Poxes & cession of lands on the Hississippi River for mining purposes.
At cne time he held the entire region of lead deposits in Jows, Wiscon~
sin, and Illinois, having his large trading house on the west side
of the Hiesissippl, the site of which today is marked by the modemrn

city of Dubuque. 64 Julian Dubuque conducted a prospercus business

64. History of Davis County, 163.

in lead and peltries, which he usually took to 5%, Louls himself,
making two cance trips a year. In 1796, in order not tc offend Span-
ish authorities, he secured legal title to his claims [from Baron de

Carondelet, and this he held until his death on March 24, 1810. Pike,
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who visited Dubuque in 1805, states that his claim to the mines on the
west side of the river extended over & atrip of territory of about
twenty-seven leagues in length and one L0 three leagues in breadth.

{n the east side of the river he met with more opposition from wanderw
ing representatives of the American Fur Company at Hackinac, who dew

pended mach on the supplies of lead fumished to them by the Foxes. 65

65, R.G. Thwailtes, "Notes on Early Lead Mining," Wis, Hist, Coll,,
éﬁ 11112333* )

After the death of Dubuque in 1810, the Indlans continued to work
the mines in that vicinity. This is shown in a letter to the Secretary
of War written in 1811 by Nicholas Boilvin in which he states that the
Fox and Sace on the eastern side of the river and the Iowa on the west-
ern side had "mostly abandoned the chase except to furnish themselves
with meat and turmed thelir attention to the manufacturing of lead which
they procure from mines sixty miles below Prairie du Chien®., These
were undoubtedly the FPever River and Dubuque mines. Boilvin urges
the government to introduce Lmproved tools among them to encourage
Indian mining, but more, to extinguish the Canadian trade, to prevent
opposition against the Amsrican Indians. In this proposal he was not

successful. 66

66. Ibid., 285,

Ythen this area had become the property of the United States, the
government drew up a treaty with the Sacs and Foxses, the agresment
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which Black Hawk repudiated twenty-eight years later, saying that
it was signed when the Indians were under the influence of liquor,
By this treaty, the Indians, reserving their hunting and fishing rigzhts,
ceded all their lands between the Illinois and visconsin idvers, an
area of about 300 miles in length. In 1807 the government reserved
all the mineral lands acquired by t:is treaty. 67

67. Phiilp #illiams, Calena, Illinois, A Footnote to History, 6.

In 1822 Colonel James Johnson obtained & lease to these mines
from the government. Taking with him from Kentucky twenty white miners
and 150 negroes, together with a supply of good tools, he proceeded up
the river in Keelboats. They emcamped seven miles up the Fever Fiver

and began operations on an extensive scale, 68 At this time there were

68. Ibid,, 7.

several French and Canadian setilements on Fever River, the former
being engaged in trade and the latter in mining and smelting., Until
1821 the American Fur Company also had a trading post on that site,
Wilth the presense of a military force under Colonel Johnson there was
an assured protection against the Indian menace and the safety of it
attracted new settlers. Immediately, therefore, hords of squatters

and prospectors flocked in from ¥issouri, Kentucky and Tennessee, 69

69. R.G. Thwaites, op, git., 290-291.



38
with this colorful background, a permanent settlement was made
at the present site of Galena in 1821 by Jesse W. Shull, whe later
also founded Shullsburg, together with Dr, Samuel Mulr and Prancis
Boutilliier. 41l three had been traders in that region. The town was
not officially plotted until 1826, nor officially named 'Galena' until
1827, 70

70, J.T. Donahoe, comp., Ear

4 good example of how squatbters came and how most of the mining

towmns took shape may be 1llustrated in the settlement of Galena.

Early in the spring of 1823, the "Virginia®, the first steamboat
to ascend the Upper Mismslssippi above Galena t¢ Fort Snelling, stopped
at Galena., 4 Kentucky family bound for the lead mines at (alena brought
with them "their arms and baggage, cats and dogs, hens and turkeys;
the children toc had thelir stock... A woman missionary bound for the
lsad mines to work among the Indisns completed the list of known pas~

sengers”, Ti

Galena is but cne instence of how rapidly towns sprang up in the

lead district. Thousands of adventurers were atiracted thither, coming
at first as transients to work in summer and to leave again before the

winter for their permanent homes. Cthers stayed or returned toc become
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permanent settlers.

The largest accession was made between the years of 1825, and
1827, but the flow still continued thereafter. This influx of adven~
turers led to the search and discoveries of new mines. At thise new
diggings, towns sprang up. BExamples of such new settlements were
Gratiot Grove, Vinegar Hill, Hazel Green, New Diggings, Shullsburg,
Sinsinaws, Platteville, 3neke Hollow, Mineral Point, Dodgeville and

numerous others. 72

72: Hoses ¥. S‘\"mng,

Galena begcame the entrepot of all these mining towns. From 1826
to 1830 it gradually evolved from a "boom tom" to s well esteblished
community. In 1826 its streets were laid ocut by ¢, Smith, sub-agent
of the lead mines; the first post-office of northerm Illinois was
established; the first schocl was opened with Dr, John Hancock as
first school teacher; and the first religious services held by a Hudson
Bay Chaplain in the backroom of a store with sttendance of twenty-five
persons. The city grew repidly from a feow scattered log csbins early
in 1826 to 115 houses and stores by the end of 1827. The population
increased from 1000 in 1826 to 10,000 in 1828, In the years of 1828

and 1829, forty-six new homes, forty-two stores and warehouses, were

built. 73

73. Philip wWilliams, 7 inois, A Footnote to History, 9-10.
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The foregoiny illustration shows how rapidly the mining districts

developed, attracting setilers of diverse nationalities. The southern
gentiment prevaiiing at first, soon gave away to a northern majority,
so that by the 1BL0's and 1850's Hew England immigrants formed the bulk
of the population. To these two typéa were sdded a large number of
foreign immigrants from Burope. In this foreign accession the Cornish
and the Irish were the most numerous. These, coming from the depleted
lead mines in England, were experienced miners, and were therefore

welconed by the American Capitalists. Ti

In Galena, howewver, with the exception of the early French, the
Irish~imerican element predominsted, numbering about seven-thousand
miners in 1827. HNearby was the (reole Colony known as Oratiot Grove
whose intereats had been promoted by a family of that name residing
in St. Louls., These facts indicate that the majority of the settlers
were Catholics, The miners were not indifferent to their relfgious
obligations, Early in 1827 when the town was officially established,
a committee of Cathelic men petitioned Bishop Rosati for a priest.

A few weeks later, Father Francis Vincent Badin while at Prairie du.
Chien, asked Bishop Rosati for facultles to administer to the faithful
in Illinois, but, because of an Indian uprising, his misalon was cut
short at this time, In 182Y he c¢came again and stayed for several
months among the miners. The records in the archiwves of Hdonbreal

testify to0 his ministrations in (alena, for there are reglstered the
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marriages and funerals, twenty-nine baptisme for 1827 and fourteen
for 1829. Kwven long before the lay out of the city there had been
s misalon station at the mouth of the Fever river. This mission as
well as all the trading posts along the river had been visited by
missionaries as early es 1821, The Rev, Stephen Theodore Badin was

there in 1825. 75 These evidences of religlous ministrations show

75. Rev. J.T. Donahue, op. git., 16

that the Hudson Bay Chaplain was not the first to attend to the spir-
itual wants of these miners., He was perhaps the first to hold non-

Catholic servises at (Gelena,

Pather Lutz administered to the Catholics in Galena for a few
months and said Mass there for the first time in the house of Mr,
Soulard, September 26, 1830, The first pastor appointed to Galena
was the Rev, John Mcilahon, who came there on August 22, 1832, After
ten months of faithful services, of instructions and exhortations he
died, a victim to the cholera, March 17, 1833. In July of that year,
Father Van (uiockenborne, a Jesult from 5t. Louls, visited Calena. He
secured five acres of land near the city, and ccllected subseriptions
to build a frame church. The second pastor, Father Fitzmaurice, ar-
rived in May, 1834, Like his predecessor, he too died a victinm to
the cholera, December 21, 1:34. He had served both the Catholics at
the Galena and Dubuque mines and was earmestly working to get the church
built which had been projected by Father Van (uickenborne, S5.J., in



42
fact he ’was gollecting subscriptions to fmva & church erected at both
of these places. His letter to Bishop Rosatl reveals that there were
many French inhabitants residing at Galena for he had to impart in-
structions in two languages on Sundays, alternating with an English
sermon at Hass and a Prench one at Vespers, He found the inhabitants

at Dubuque more zealous and active in getting a church bullt than those
at Galena. 76

76. Rev, J.T, Ponahue, Ops cit,, 16-22,

The social conditions in the lead district did not differ much
from other border towmns, Vices so characteristic of the frontier were
not absent in the mining camps, Heavy drinking, quarreling and fight-
ing were common affairs. 77

77. d. Schafer, "The Wisconsin Lead Reglons," ¥isconsin Domesday Book,
IIXsbdse

Cf Galena it is sald that the only question asked of a newcomer

wss "whether he would steal or not? If the answer was that he would

not then he was considered a wery honest man*, 78

78. Tnomas Ford, History of Ilinols, 291.

Father MclMahon depicted the social conditions in Galena: "The mining

camp was badly in need of reformation, Viece of all kinds was rampant



in the town filled with wild adventurers; among them also the vice

of gambling”. He asserts that he was successful in checking gambling.
But, he continues, "If God grants me like success in over-turaing

the rendesvous of inlquity ealled bad houses, I shall call my time
well spent, indeed", 79

791 hev, J.T. mnﬁh“e, 22_" 2 &t" 1?;

Another writer pictures the religious conditions in the camps:

#among the population who were living in the terri-
tory that now constituted Dubugue County there was
little of religicus elenent--almost no fear of God
or regsrd for man. 4 more loose and godliese com~
munity than this is deseribed to have been, could
scarcely be conceived of., There was no recognition
of the 3Sabbath as a day of rest, and immorality in
svery form was both openly and secretly practiced.
Street fights and murders sven, were not uncommon.
vo it Bundays stores, drinking and gambling saloons
were open, and business and amusements persued with
even greater zest than other days." 80

80, History of Dubuque County, 602-603.

The above illustrations show that society in the mining camps
needed a good moral 1ift., They lacked the spiritual bread of life
which only the Church could give. Her missionaries had surveyed the
field but were never able to¢ remsin very long, and then they were
often hampered by Indian disturbances,



Settlement of MHodern Dubuque

Both the Presbyterians and Methodists were active in the lead
region extending their services to the west side of the river., The
Heves E. Kent, a missionary of the A.il.M. Soclety, stationed at Galena,
claimed to have delivered the first sermon in Dubugue in an unfinished
log cabin on August 2, 1833. Two well known Hethodists divines, Rev.
B. Randle and J.7. Ultchel wnﬁeetcd with the Ualena mission, attended
to the miners st Dubuque. 81

81, Rev. M.M. Hoffmann, Antique Dubugue, 1673-1833, 203.

In 1834 a Methodist circuit preacher began to hold services once
& month in Dubugue, The sect claims Lo have organized the first re-
ligious group in that place., ",..a Hethodist 'Class' was formed, con-
slsting of four members, and this, it is clalmed by some, was the

commencement of the first religious organization in Dubuque”. 82

82, History of Dubugue County, 602.

The Catholic Church holds an earlier date and a more accurate
regord of her work and therefore deserves first place in this field
of miselonary activity. Just after the village of Dubugue had been

established by the miners, there arrived, in July of 1833, Pather
Van Quickenborne, S5.J. He celebrated lMass in the home of a ¥rs. Brophy,
baptized many children and bleased several marriagea. To this priest
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goes the credit for organieing the present Cathedral Parish of Dubugue.
“Before his arrival in Yowa, no priest or minister of any denomination
had ever performed a Christian ceremony within the limits of the present
state." 83

83, Hev, Matihias i, Hoffwmann,
of Dubumue, 3.

#ith the close of the Black Hawk War, 1832, a new era opened in
the history of the Upper Mississippi Valley. Not only were the Indiens
subdued, but the territory exploited during the war received wide ad-
vertisement by those who had taken part in the struggle. Colorful
descriptions were circulated in eastern newspapers; books and pamphlets
supplemented personal accounts. 84 This new impetus set in motion &

8‘&. R&\lm, Gl Th’ll&itﬁa, §!£ msﬁ Qg ?ﬁ'i m&aﬁn‘ 193-"1925‘

great wave of immigration. The red man had to make place for his
preferred white byother and with his departure, this time the Fox
Indians, the Black Hawk Purchase was thrown open to the white settlers
in June of 1833. 85 A land hungery farm population began to stream

85. Rev, Matthiss M. Hofm’ W 200.

weatvard in ever increasing number, Wave after wave rolled on for the

next two decades,

The miners, too, crossed to the west of the river and occupied
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the old Prench and Spanish mines so that with the year of 1833 all
traces of Spanish, French, and Indlan oecupation diseppeared guickly

and forever.

In the lead distriet the government intreduced a new system of
law and order. All who wished to enter the old “Mines of Spain® had
to secure a permit, and the smeliers had to have a license from the
government in order to operate lawfully. Any others found in the new
purchase without these evidences of authority had to be reported. 86

86. fev. Hathias Y, Hoffmann, intique Dubugue, 201.

The miners themsslves got together and organized a village govern-
ment in order to function as a lawlully established community, From
this nucleus developed the modern city of Dubuque., That same year,
1833, after the Indlan title had been fully extinguished there arrived
at the mining district about 500 people, 150 of these came from the

region around Calens, 87

87. Ibid.

Inmmigrants, not interested in the lead mines, settled on the
rich lands which Iowa 30 coplously had to offer to the white ploneers
vhe came in quest of the soil, Hew communities grew by leaps and
bounds, and soon this seetlion of lowa wilderness, was changed into

a prosperous territory.



K7
#ith this big Jwnp across the frontier line and the onward rush
to the West, the Church faced a new problem: ¥here to get laborers
for the wvast mission field? The two bishops on the frontier, Bishop
Rosatl at 3t. Louls, and Bishop Penwick at Cineinnati, were straining
their efforts to meet the situation.

Bishop Hosati's eppointments were frustrated, for, after he had
made heroic efforts to get s priest stationed 200 miles from his see,
in rapid succession death claimed two of his appointees. The cholera
had been carried west with General Scott's army during the Black Hawk
War, and this dreaded pest wrought great hawvoc, claiming a good number
of priestly lives. Up north in Bishop Penwick's diooese, in parishes
800 or moye miles away from his see, the proselytiuing fever was in
the air. The heretics were ravaging the fold of Christ and no shepherd
was near to stay the wolf. Father Dejean had gone back to France so
that by fall of 1830 there was not one priest staticned in the whole
Northwest from the 3ault down to (Green Bay, nor any one along the
¥ississippl from Preirie du Chien down to St. Louis. In this stretch
of territory there was standing but one church, and that at Mackinac,
Fortunately, this one temple of God had survived the struggle for
supremacy in the 18th century. The faithful scatiered throughout
that region were languishing for want of Spiritusl food, The situ~
ation wss critical, However, Bishop Fenwick finally solved the problem,

After some mature and wise deliberation the c¢helce of the man fell on

the newly ordained Dominiecan friar, Pather Samuel C. Mazzuchelli.

Father Hoffmann pays tribute to© Bishop Rosati for appointing
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Father Massuchelli to the northern missions in his diocese. It may
equally be applied to Bishop Penwick for the choice originated with
him,

“Had Bishop Rosatl done nothing else for the faith

in the Northwest than appoint his fellow Italian,

the gentle-born iilanese Samael Charles Magsuchelli,
to its missions, this region would owe him a debt

of eternal gratitude, Maszzuchelli--saint, scholar,
architect and artist, priest of God and gentleman

of the frontier world; he personified physical and
spiritual courage; his tongue was a {ire of elopuence;
his brain was a vehicle of the wisdom of the Lord." 88

88, Rev. dathias ¥, Hoffmann, Church Founders of the Northwest, 68.

Father Mazwzuchelli fulfilled the hopes of both of these bishops
and accomplished even more than had been expected of him. That Bishop
Fenwick understood the critical situation of the Church in the Great
Lake reglon is seen from an evidence, showing that he at one time had
had in mind of sending another well kmown and prominent priest to
Mackinac. This was Father Mullon, of great oratorial ability, who was
to silence r. Ferry at that plsce. Father Mullon had been writing
in the Catholic Telegraph in defense of the charges made by a few sec-
tarian journals and Rev. W.Hd, Ferry, who grossly mdsrepresented the

Church, had hurled the vilest charges against everything Catholic, 89

89. Rev, Victor ', C'Daniel C.P., The Right Rev. Edward Fenwick, 406,

Bishop Fenwick had discerned in Mazzuchelll an able substitute
who shortly proved himself capable of handling the critical situation.



Chapter II

Kissionary in the Oreal lLake fegion 1830-1834

Father Samuel Charles iazszuchelli, C.P,

Father Samuel Charles Magzuchelli was born in Milan, Italy on
November L, 1806 of a notable wealthy family whose ancestors, back

in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, had distinguished them-

selves in the fields of art, literature, nualematics, and oratory. 1

1. Sister Hosemary, “Father 5.C. Mazzuchelll", Catholic Herald, 25.

Young Samuel, richly gifted and talented, in harmony with his
family tradition, received the customary classical edusation, This
fect can be inferred from Nassuchelli's 8. Ariting of his fare-
well visit to his father he states thet "a son fullfilling his mission

upon earth, renders to his father that true and just recompense which
is due for all care and anxieties spent upon his education®, 2

2. Rev. Samuel . Mazzuchelll, iMemoirs, 12.

The boy's early school-days coincided with the turbulent Napoleon-

ic times, which necessitated his being sent to a bearding school in

Switzerland. Nothing is known definitely of the educational courses
he pursued pricr to his entrance into the Dominican CUrder. Upon

49



inquiry about his early education, the writer was told that he was
taught principles rather than being crammed with facts as iz done
in the American system of education. "(Given principles in the sci-
ences, the arts, he applied them as life presented new problems,
and new cpportunities.” To this basic training must be added his
classical environment, hls observing eye to which beauty appealed,

his retentive memory, his tireless energy and resourcefulness, 3

3. Sister Paschela, U.F., Letier, sent to the writer from the archi-
vist of Saint Clara Convent, 3insinawa,

all of these endowments were to play an important role in his mission-

ary career on the frontier.

Already at the age of seventeen he applied for admission into

the convent of the Friar rreachers at Faenza where he received the
white habit of Saint Dominic on Getober 6, 1823, Brother Agustin,

a2 he was now called in religion, pronounced his solemn vows the
following year, December 6, being henceforth dedicated to the service
of God. 1In 1825 he was sent to the convent of Saint Sabina in Rome,
where for three years he was devoted to hls studies in preparation

to the clerical state. It was there that the Reverend Frederick
Rese, Blshop Fenwick's vicar general, while soliciting candidates
for the iAmerican mission field in 1827, met the young student.

Father Velzi, then head of the Dominican Crder, appointed Mazzuchellli

for the missions in the United States, under the jurlsdictlion of the
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bishop of Cinecinnati., In 1823, after he had received the sub-diaconate

at the hand of rope lLeo VII, he revisited his native city to take
leave of his father and of his family. &4

L. Sister Rosemary, op, git., 27.

#hile at home and on his travels he paid farewell visiis to the
magnificent churches and sanctuaries of Florence, Bologna, Mllan,
Rome, and Faris. These monuments, which down the ages had been the
glory of religion and art, deeply impressed the young friar in se
mach that they became his inspiration to build churches in the far
away mission field. He tells us that *God even made use of the memoxry

of his temples to excite in one an ardent desire to build them wherw

ever the Catholic faith spread”., 5

5+ Rev, Samuel C. Maszguchelli, Memoirs, li.

i#tith Father Rese, the Dominican friar Journeyed from Home to
Lyons, France, where he was left alone for two months in the little
Seminery of Saint Nicholas. However, this delay was of the greatest
advantage in acquiring a practical knowledge in the French language
which became almost indlspensable to him after his ordination in the
exercise of his ministry. Because of Pather Rese's prolonged delay,
Mazzuchelli had to make the voyage across the Atlantic without hinm,

He secured passage on the imerican steamship, Edward ‘uesnel, which
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set sail on Getober 5, 1828, Five weeks later it docked in New York
and from there the twenty-two year old friar made his way to Cinecin-
nati. Bishop Penwlck received his young brother in religion with
Fatherly care and his first concern was to have him instructed in the
English langusge to prepare him for his future labors. The friar
remained at Cincinnati devoted to his studies until after Christmas,
when Bishop Fenwlck sent him to Saint Hose's Convent in Kentucky, a
distance of two~hundred miles. This trip was to initiate Mazzuchelll
in the mode of his future missionary trawvels, for from Louisville to
Bardstown, he was obliged to make the stretch of thirty-eight miles
on horsebacic, It was the friar's "first riding lesson", the fatigue
of which confined him to bed for two days. Good Bishop Flaget offered
him hospitality until his strength had returned. Then he sent the
young Dominican on with a guide to Saint Rose's Conwent, which was
fifteen miles from Bardstown, 6

6. Rev. Sammel . Masguchelli, Memoirs, 15-16, 19.

Mazguchelll did not remain wery long with the Dominicans in Ken-
tucky. "...he seemed not tc have liked the place, doubtless because

of the eccentric government of good Father Munos®, 7 and early in

7. Bev. Vigctor F. ('Daniel, Uominican Province of St, Joseph, 216.

#arch he waas transfered to St. Joseph's Convent in Chio, When he set
out on his returm voyage on the first of February, divine Providence

once more interposed and detained the young eccleslastic for a month
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in Bardstown, azzuchelll calls it "a happy circumstance for one who was
glad to profit by such delay®, Here the friar saw missionary life in
action in a most edifying way, the example of which he carried with him
to the northwestern frontier. The saintly companionship of Bishop Flageb
inspired him with plety and apoatblie zeal., Back in Chio, the Dominican
continued his studies in theology and in English. In the beginning of
1830 he commenced to give & course in cathechetical instructions in the

Church of 5t, Joseph, in order to gain practice in English and in preach-
ing. In July, 1830, he was ordained to the diaconate after which he be-

gan to preach regular sermons at High lass, Bishop Penwlick recalled him

to (incinnati for the preparation to the holy priesthood to which he was
elevated on September 5, 1830. About a month later the prelate sent him
to the most northern part of his diocese, Hackinac, where the need was

most urgent, a distance of 800 miles from Cincinnati. 8

8. Rev. Samuel C. Magzuchelli, Memoirs, 11-23.

Thus by degrees had God prepared the newly ordained priest to be His

instrument in saving the faith in the wildermess of a far away land.

Father ('Daniel evaluates the future of the Deminican priest:

"The young levite, sent to Hackinae, Michigan,

set out on his journey to the then northwest, where
he was to gain world-wide renown, write his name

in letters of gold on the pages of our American
Catholic history, and earn him the title of "Bullder
of the West." 9

9. Rev, Victor F, ('Daniel, Dominican Province of 3t. Joseph, 216.
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¥inistrations Among the Catholics at Mackinue

ihen Father Yagzuchelll arrived on the scene of his labors in
Uetober of 1830, the whole Horthwest Territory along the Great Lakes
and Upper H&éstasippi did not have a single priest. Flve priests were
laboring in soubhern Michigan, the Horth was still the home of the
savages, a forest wilderness where the coureurs des bois and traders
held sway., His vast parish extended from the Sault on Lake Superior
to the ¥ississippi Hiver with numercus mlssion stations attached to
his resident one at Mackinac, The most northern mlssion was Seult
Sainte Marie, ninety miles north of lackinac. Point 5t. Ignace was
three miles north of Mackinac. To the south was Ureen Bay, over two
hundred miles away; and still another two hundred miles from Green
Bay was Prairie du Chien. Roughly the parish had a dlameter of five-
hundred miles, with one lone priest to attend that territery. His
parishioners were a scattered pecple, a heterogeneous flock composed
of ?raagh—ﬂanadiana, half~breeds, and savages., His closest priestly
companion was hundreds of miles away. The solitary priest was fortu-
nate to find one church in his wide mission field, the church of St.
Anne, which the old French at Mackinac had preserved quite intact.
Around this building five-hundred souls were grouped, and the missionw
ary noted that ths faith had been kept alive by the occassional priest-
ly visits but it was without the "lights which make it so rationsl

and atbtractive.” 10 The young priest earnestly strove to re-kindle

10. Hev., Samuel C. Mazzuchelll, Memolirs, 26.
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these quelities by giving {requent instructions on the doctrine of
Christ, He moreover strove to impress upon the peoples' minds the
greatness of Cod and the holiness of religion by celebrating the fes~
tive days of the Church in & vary solemn manner thus awskening in
them a love for the things of God and an appreciation for the spirit-
uasl life, 'In spite of all these efforts, his parishioners remained
indifferent feﬁ some tims so that even on Christmas day only a few
received the Sacraments., However, FPather Mazzuchelll was not dis-
couraged. By persistent efforts in re~bullding the spiritual life
in the hearts of his people he had the congolation, before s year
had passed, to behcld a notable change among his parishioners at
Mackinac, 11

1l. Rev, Samuel 0, Mazzuchelli, Hemoirs, 24-27.

Indifference and bsd morals were not the only problems the young
priest had to contend with. #r, Ferry, the Presbyterian minister,

had long been carrying on a program of conversion with the object of
dispossessing the Catholics of thelr faith, A contemporsry and resi-
dent of the island of that periocd writes:

"Proselyting seemed to pervade the atmosphere of
the establishment. (Fresbyterian Mission House)
Every one secemed tc feel 1t her dubly to make a
convert dally. Mor a while the Presbyterians had

- full sway; then the Roman Catholics took a decided
stand against them.* 12

12. Elizabeth T. Baird, op, cib., XIVi4b.
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ithen Bishop Fenwick in company with Father tfullon visited Hackinac
for the first time on June 7, 1829, to administer Confirmstion, Mr.
Ferry forbade all Cathelic children who attended his sehool to go

to church, even on Sunday &s long as the bishop stayed on the Island. 13

13. Rev, Antoline I. Resek, op, cit., II:180.

#With the presence of a resident priest on the Island, the Presby-
terian minister realized the influence would check his proselyting
program. To fortify himselfl agalinst what seemed to him a new dancer
and to heold his own good place, he proposed to attack Catholic doctrine
by inaugurating a series of lectures., Beglnning with January of 1831,
he presented these every Sunday from eight to ten o'clock in the even~
ing for six successive weeks. The attacks were vile to the core.
father Maszuchelli knew well how to wield the spiritusl sword and
was not slow in answering the assault of his adversary. Ilersonally
he attended the lectures of the Fresbyterian minister sc as to be

able to answer the churges. Nobly he defended his faith not with

six but with fourteen well planned discourses. 14

14. Rev. Samuel {, Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 285-29.

This controversy, at first intended to weaken the Catholic Chureh,

had quite the contrary effect. Its immedlate and beneficient results

brought into the true fold three converts of notable standing namely,
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Samuel Abbot--the village president, Marthe Tanner--ward of Li. John
K. Plerce, brother of James &, Plerce, President of the United itates,

and Patrick McGulpin--the blind patrliarch of the Island. 15

15, sister iosemary, C.F., op. cit., 29.

These were the direct results of the religious controverasy, In-
directly it had yet a wider influence, It led to the conversion of
many Protestants; the Catholle faith became better known; the i gno~
rant were enlightened; error and doubt were dispelled. For the faith-
ful on the whole it was scmewhat like a religlous revival. The churech
was better attended, and the Sacraments more frequently received. ie-
ligion was brought into greater wvenerstion and the priesthood was
greatly respected. The spiritusl gain effected also a material gain.
The church was enlarged by adding a new sanctuary, and a hém was
built for the resident prlest. A complete renovation of the !ackinac
church bespoke the new life that had been infused into this part of
the Hystical Body of Christ. 16

16. iev. Samuel C. Mazzuchelll, Memolrs, 43.

4 word may be said of ir., Perry's mission school on the igiand.
A writer, contemporary with its origin notes, "For a while the achool

seemed to prosper, but soon the efforts of the teachers were diverted

to another channel." (Proselyting ). 17

170 tlizabeth T, Bﬂiﬁ, OE§ cit', XIV:M.
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A writer notes that in August of 1827 there were twelve puplls in

the boarding school, and

"There had been several interesting cases of converw
sicn., Fyench priests occassionally visited this
region and opposed the mission te the extent of
their power,..Thus the mission grappled at once

with heathenism and eorrupted form of Christianity.
It has a history written in the lives of men and
women who left their isprint upon all this reglon.
It made Hackinac a S5t. Columba's island of the
West." 18

18, J.M, Davidson, Unnamed Wisconsin, 50.

Another scurce ¢laims that "hundreds of Indian children were ine

structed and prepared for usefulness and otherwise {it) opened founw
tains of influence whose streams will bless the world to the end of

time®, 19

Pioneer and Historical Colleections, VI:393.

mite in contradiction to the above statement on the education
of the Indians, Bishop Kemper remarks that there were "very few full
bloods in that school®. (Mr. Ferry's ab Mackinac). In addition he
states that the "Government has given land, a farm and now allows
300 and formerly 500 dollars", which of course should have been used

for the Indians, 20

20, Bishop Jackson Kempsr, Journal, iids., Hist. Coll,, XIV:406, L08.
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The Presbyterian mission closed toward the end of the 1830's.
However, the old Mission Church is still standing, but void and empty,
only & reminder of the past. The Church of St. Ann toc, is yet standing,
although not the same bullding which Father Mazzuchelli enlarged.
The present building is 8 more substantial and larger structure. St.
Ann's Catholic Chureh is still exerting its spiritual influence =0
gealously infused by the Dominicaen missiocnary. The congregation has
been blessed, almost without interruption, with a resident pastor.
The faith that had been rebuilt from the old roots of earlier evangeli-

zation has lived and blossomed ever since its revival., The successors

of Father Mazguchelll have continued his noble work down to our day.

Thus the old French culture was saved and the attempts to break

its continuity was prevented by the arrival of Father lazzuchelli.

Point 5t, Ignace

Point 3t. Ignace was attached to the Church of lMackinac but sepaw
rated from the Island by a distance ¢f about three miles. Father du
Jaunay who left on Juiy 3, 1765, was the last stationary priest at
that place, Sittlers began to move in during the 1820's, since the
place had more attraction for the whites than a home among the half-

breed population on the Island, lhen Father Francls Vincent Badin
visited Polnt 5t. Igence in 1825 he cculd still see traces of the for-
mor Jesulit College, once a seat of culture in the northern wildemess.

The spiritual wents of 5t. Ignace were attended from Mackinec island



until 1836 when the inhabitants built a church of their cwn. The
holy Sacrifice of the Mass could be celebrated there again from 1837

on, however, Folnt 5t. Ignacd did not get a resident priest until 1854

when Bishop Baraga placed the Rev. 3. Carie there as pastor. 21

21, Rev. Antoine Rezek, History of the Diogese of Sault Sainte Marie &
Harquette, II:125-120.

Father iszzuchelli, who altended Polnt 3t. Ignace regularly from
Hackinae, found it inhablted by about 200 Catholie whites and many
Indians. Many of the old Canadians had not received the Sacraments for
“twenty, thirty, or even forty years". Here again Father Hazzuchelli's
presence and influence worked wonders. By 1832 he had the consolation
of admitting to the Sacraments of Penance and holy Communion more than
& hundred souls who, but a few months before, had been in a state of
almost total ignorance of their faith, In 1832, ocne aged penitent
who had been away from the Sacraments for forty years, although hard-
1y able to walk, totiered acroas the ice from St. Ignace to Mackinac,

to make his peace with God. 22

22, Hev, Samel C, Maszuchelli, MYemoirs, 70~73.

These were the visible manifestations of the mercy of God through
his minister. Verily his was the "Voice of one crying in the Wilder-

ness”, Do ye penance and return to your Heker for the Kingdom of God
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is about to be estublished in the wilds of the northern f{orests.

Sault Sainte larie

Sault Sainte ¥arie was ancther one of Father Mazauchelli's stations
on the Great Lakes. This miasion had been without a priest since the
withdrawal of the Jesuit Pathers from the straits, 1706 to 1834.
Although there were always some wigwams on the shore, there were never

enough to attract a missionary to settle there, 23 As late ss Harch

23. Hev., Antoine Rezek, op., git., IT:43.

21, 1826, we have the record of Tather Richard who lists the Catholic
families for this place as twenty and the Catholic population as one-

hundred twenty. 24 The baptismal record shows the ministrations of

2h. Rev. Gabriel Richard, "Letter", innales de la ’ropsgation de la
Foi, I11:326.

itinerary priests, among them Father Francis Vincent Sadin who was

there in 1823. FPather Rese also attended them in 1830, 25

25. Rev. Antoine Rezek, op, git., IIsih.

Father Mazzuchelli made his firast visit to this place in august

of 1831, woyaging from Mackinac in a bark cance, & distance of ninety
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miles and two days travel. He gathered his little flock under an
osk tree, and s0 preached the word of God, first in the open snd later
alsc in the United States fort. The fruits of his first visit were
scanty. There were a few confessions, a few murriages solemnized,

and many children baptized. 26

26. Rev, Semuel C, Hazmuchelli, Memoirs, 62-63.

The missionary made an effort to Ahtand his floeck at Sault Sainte
Marie twice a year. (n August 15, 1832 he returned to give & six day
mission to these long neglected parishoners. The results were most
gratifying, During tiis stay he blessed thirty~two marriages which
had been clvily contracted., To facilitate his work, he refused even

the least stipend that was offered. 27

7. Rev, Samuwel C. Mazzuchelll, Memoirs, 77.

About the year 1821 the Baptists made an establishment at the
Sault with the Rev., Abel Bengham in charge. Later in November of
that same year Rev. Jeremlah Porter, a Hethodlst preacher began work

at that place, 28

28. John H. Davidson, "Missions on Chequamegen Bay", iis,
HI;WQ '

At Sault Sainte Marle, as everywhere else, the forces of bigotry
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were active, At one time s 88rly in June of 1833 while Father Mazzuchelll
was canoeing up from the :innebagoes on Lake Huron, a distance of over
four-hundred miles, headed for Salnte Marie, the black-robe wms spled
from a distance by the Iaaptiat minister. This narrow minded preacher
immediately ran back to the viilage to spread the “sad tidings" to

his co-workers in order to¢ tell the Indians not to sin against the
Great Spirit by assisting at the Catheolic services. The effect that
these warmings produced was guite contrary to thelr expectatlions. The
house c¢ould not acecmodate all the audience of the Cathelic priest,

so that the services had to be conducted out in the open under the
genial shade of an old ocak tree, 29

29, Hev, Semuel C. Mazzuchelli, Hemoirs, 94~95.

Father Mazzuchelli had planned to build a church at Sault Sainte
Marie, as he found that an absclute necessity to glve permanence to
his work. To Bishop Rosatl he wrote on September 29, 1832, "it the

Sault Sainte Marie I hope to have a church bullt next spring". 30

30, Illinois Catholic Historical Review, II:282.,

Ho doubt Father's brief stay on that northern rim of his parish
prevenited his plans from being realiszed. It seems his work at Sault
Sainte Marie endesd in the sumser of 1833, for the last baptism recorded

by him is dated, July 23 of that year. it this time the spiritual
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adminlstration of Sault Sainte Marie was entrusted to Father Haetcher,
a2 Redenmptorist Father, who became its first resident pastor in the
summer of 1834, iHe was the one who built the chureh but it was short-
ly burned by the enemies of the faith. In spite of Protestant oppo-
sition, the faith was taking on new 1ife, Bishop Rese was able to

econfirm one-hundred persons at that place onm July 31, 1834. 31

31. Rev. Antoine Rezek, oo, eit., 1:339; IXs45.

Four years later the (atholic population had increased to two-
hundred souls. The atbtempt to win over the Indians to sectarianism
also proved futile, as may be seen in a letter of September 25, 18338:

“inglican missionaries have made every effort

to draw the Indlans to them, unfortunately they
succeeded in seducing too many. However, the
mission of Sault Sainte Marie is now nearly exw
tinet, for slthough the Frotestants expended con~
siderable sums for many years past and have employed
threats and promises to seduce the Indians, they
have not succeeded in obtaining amongst them more
than thirty proselytes. The minister, discouraged
at the little progress he has been able tc make,
has abandoned his poat, and it is said (he) does
not intend to return." 32

32. Mgr. Gaulain, “Letter", Annals of the rropagation of the Faith, I:479.

Thus had Father MYazzuchelli's efforts contributed in saving the
traditional faith planted at 3Sault Sainte Marie in the seventeenth

century.

Puring Father iazzuchelli's admihistration in this northern part
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of his parish he administered 213 baptisms.

"iis first beptism is recorded on the 19th of
November 1830 and the last July 30, 1833. These
baptisme inecluded ages ranging from infunts to
fifty years. Patriek HcGulpin, being received
into the Church at the age of ninety-one.® 33

33. Rev, intoine Rezek, op. eit., 1:337.

onn inquiry by the writer, St. Ann's Rectory, Mackinac Island,
sent on Pebruary 18, 1946 the following parish record giving Father

tazzuchelll credit for the administration of 218 baptisms:

“1330 & & A4 & R B & ¥ & 2 B = ¥ B8 7
1331 & ®£ & & 8 B & & & 5 5 K & & lo9
1332 « % # 4 & ¥ B & & F & 8 & ® ® w
1333 T S Y 5‘&“ 333

33a. Letter, Rev. Joseph Ling to Sister M. Donata, S.S.M., February 18,
19L6.




Green Bay

Searcely had Father Hazsuchelll arrived at Mackinac when he cone
tacted Green Bay. By a letter, dated (ctober 22, 1830, he informed
the pecple of that settlement of his appointment as their new pastor.
Hot knowing that he would be able to visit them personally before winter,
he nfged ¥r., Forlier to collect subscriptions for the erection of a

church in that place, 34

31‘» Reve 3.0. %ﬂﬁzuchﬂlli, “Letter“, Hi8. Hi

Contrary to his expectations the missionary did have an opportu-
nity to reach Green Bay before the close of the navigation season and,
accordingly, set sall for Green Bay on November 1, 1830. Not having
a church in which to gather his flock, he celebrated the holy Saerifice
of the Mass in a garret. (nly & few individuals aveiled themselves

of his presence by recelving the Sacraments. The greater number of

them exhibited a rather indifferent atiitude toward their holy faith,
They were Cathollics by name only. There also were many, even older
ones, who had not yet received the Sacrament of Baptiam; very few were
found who had received holy Communion; to many the 3acrament of Hetri-
mony was unknown. As elsewhere, sc here toc, the vice of drunkenness

and its concomitant evils were a cause of degradation. 35

35. Rev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelll, Memcirs, 26,46, 47.
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This sad state of things convinced the priest that a church was
an absolute necessity in crder to rebuild the faith in this part of
his parish. He therefore took immediate steps tc increase subscriptions
and get the work started, He himself drew the plans for the new ed-
ifice. Letters were rushed to the bishop regarding the slte that was

offered him. Back at Mackinac, he carried on his directions by cor-
respondence telling ¥r, Forlier to inecrease subseriptions and to have

tinber prepared for a church 60 feet long and 35 fest wide. 36

36. Rev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, "Letters", Wis, Hist. Coll,, XIV:167-168.

Early in May of 1231 the missionary left Mackinae for Green Bay
where he was soon jJoined by Blshop Penwick, both set to work to cone
duct a three weeks mission. The two zealous missionaries preached
and heard confessions all day long and sometimes into the night. At
this time many returned to the Sacraments who had been away for ten,
twenty or thirty years., Bishop Fenwick administered Confirmation to

one-hundred and five persona, 37

37. Hev. Samuel C. Mazguchelli, Memoirs, Lo=47.

¥ith the revival of the interior 1ife the exterior edivice of
the Church neared its completion, By Uctober of that year the builde
ing stood ready for roofing and the following antumn, 1832, it wad

completed at a cost of 20,000 franca, This Church of Saint John the



Evangelist, of Cothic design, was the first Catholic Church built
by Pather Mazguchelll in Wisconsin. The cost of the bullding was
partly defrayed by contribution and partly through the ald of the

Propagation of the Faith, 38

38. Rev. Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Hemoirs, 61.

Towaprd the close of the year 1832 the Redemptorist FPathers min-
istered to the faithful at CGreen Bay and its environs. Then after
fourteen months of service they were sent up north to Mackinae and
Arbre Croche. This releassd Father Mazzuchelll from the care of the
northern peninsulsa and he spent the winter of 1833 at Green Bay ine
strueting and strengthening the f&it.hm in thelr holy religion.

By BLaster he had the consclation of seeing almost all his parishicners
approach the Table of the lLord. 39

39. Rev, Samumel C, HMazguchelll, Hemoira, 103.

Education was not neg;ected.. Hrs. Fisher, whe had been appointed
by Bishop Fenwick in 1830, was conduoting the Catiollic school at Green
Bay with great satisfaction so that the Prelate could write in July
of 1832: "That the schocl at Green Bay is filled and does well, Madam

Figher 13 devoted and constant at her posts®, 4O

40. Bev. Peter L. Johnson, gp. eit., 39.
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In November of 1833 Father Maszuchelli brought the Poer Clares
to Green Bay where they opened the first Sisters' school in Wisconsin.
Although thelr stay was short, ‘less than two years, their example
was most edifying. During the rage of the cholers, which was most
fatal at CGreen Bay the "Sisters of Poor Clares under the guldance of
the well known Cathollc priest, Father iHazzuchelli, went frum house to

house tending the sick and ever burying the dead", 4l

41. Deborah B, Hartin, "Doctor Hilliam Beaument:Hls Life in Hackinae
and Wisconsin", 1822-1838, iis, Meg, of Hist,, IV:278; Hev., Samuel
Ce Mazeuchelli, Hemolirs, 103. This last source also tells of the
Foor Clares Qpenzng a sachool st CGreen Bay.

In 3eptember of 1832 Father Massuchelll made hls first wvisit to
Prairie du Chien. From Green Bay he made the long journey of two

hundred and twenty-five miles on horseback and was accompanied by
James Loty, the Judge of the Wisconsin Territory frem 1823 to
1832, During their travel of elght days, they probably stopped at
thw site of present day Madison because that location was one of
Judge Dotyt!'s favorite cawping places. 42

L2. James D. Butler, "Father Wazauchelll", Wiis. Hist, Coll., XIV:156.

Upon the arrival at the settlement of Paririe du Chien, the mis-
sionary found Catholics by name only and no sign of a church, For
fifteen days he instructed the pecple in the principsl truths of the

faith, but the response to his zeal was negative. Unly a few went
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o confession and a lesser number to holy Communion. The priest at
this time thought of ereoting o church ab this ndssion station, how-
ever, since he was domlciled at Mackinac, four-hundred miles away,
the plan seemed impracticable. Father returned for the winter to the

northern part of his parish. 43

43. Rev, Samuel C. Yazzuchelll, ¥emolrs, 292-33.

Une writer thinks that Father Mazsuchellil at this time also visited

the site of iilwaukee, The year 1832, is sometimes proposed as the
date on which the first lass was said in that place, bessuse of the
fact related In the following incident:

"Mrs. iargaret (keeway died on April 13, 1863, at
the advanced age of 123 at Bay Settlement...In June
1830 (1831 Bishop Fenwick received her into the
Church, baptized and confirmed her. C(ne year
after her baptism she traveled via cance to Mil~
waukee in order to receive holy Communion which
she received in the housze of Sclomon Juneau." 44

4. Rev, Peter L. Johnson, op, git., 17-18.
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Evangelization of the Indians

Indian Tribes Around Mackinac

While Pather Mazouchelli was re~building the faith among the
white people, he was no less concerned about the spiritual welfare
of the natives, The scattered settlements along the Great Lakes,
an intermixture of Chippewas, (ttawas and Henominees, were visited
by the missionary bub many of them also came to Yackinac to receive
their instructions. To faclilitate thelr conversion he invited them
to church on festival days., (n this occasion they were permitted to
¢hant the Psalms at Vespers altemately one verse in Latin and the
other in Indian. This mode of chant had a great effect on the emotione

al life of the savages., In the spring of 1832 fifty converts had
been made to the failth, 45

k5. Bev, Samupel C. Mazzuchelll, Memoirs, 70.

The mission given at Sault Sainte Marie in August of 1832 had also
been a success among the sevages, for at this time many Indians of the
Chippewa tribe were baptized. By 1833 the number of natives, chiefly

Chippewas, who had been baptized by the missionary was about sixty. L6

6. Ibid., 77, 142.

Late in December of 1832, Maszzuchelll made a visit to Cld Arbre
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Croche where he remained for three days and effeeted much good. Idols

were destroyed and a few Indlans were baptized. 47

L7. Rev. Samel C. Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 86-38,

At the close of Father ¥azzuchelli's administration in the north
of the Great Lakes in 1833 his Indian Converts numbered 125 with an
additional, but larger number of half-breeds, whose lot had not been
much different from that of the savages. It 1s held that these new
Christians for the most part persesvered in the faith and practice of

goovd works., Almost all) adults were practical Catholics. 48

8. Rev. Samuel . Mazzuchelli, Hemoirs, 1i42.

His evangelical labors among the Henominee Indians are not less
noteworthy, To these he attended when on his tour of the southern

misaions,

The Menominee Indlangs

Father Mazmuchelll on his firsi mlesionary tour to Green Bay in
November of 183G found the Menominees scattered along the Fox river,
His first contact with this tribe was hopeful for their sincere dis-
position assured him of success. It moreover consoled him for the

indifferent religious attitude found among the white pepulation. Moral
conditions among the sawvages as found up to the time of the arrival

of regular misslonaries had been deplored by many writers of previous
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periods, Father Magsuchelli, too, describes the degraded condition
to which the Indian was reduced because of his contact with the white

man, e:

"had learned all evil habits, theft, vengeance

and a consuming desire for strong drink. In short
brandy was the universal article of exchange which
could buy anything from the savages, even morality,
and was the cause of indescribable excesses: in

a word that liquor was to them what money is among
civilized people.” L9

49. Rev, Samuel C. Mazsuchelli, Hemoirs, 47.

Father G, Richard in his report to Bishop Carroll, September 1799,
on the gonditions of the Ctiawas at Mackinac remarks, that they were
addicted to the use of firewater, that they cared wvery little about
religion, "Issaw some of them drunk when I was at their village; and at
the lszland, some were to be seen every day intoxicated in the strests
or on the shore®, Mr, #hite in his HYemoirs notes that there "can be
no prospects of making the Indians Christians as long as the liquor
evil prevails", ZEwen the traders acknowledged the fact, but persisted
in supplying them with it for fear of losing their trade. It is sald
that “English rum has destroyed more Indians than ever did the Spanish
sword”, 50

50. Rev, iAntolne Rezek,

sarquette, I1:172-173.

Joseph Snelling in his letter to the Secretary of War, writes on

the liguor problem:
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"In the year of 1825 there were delivered by
contract to the Agent of the Horth Americun Fur
Company at Maciinac three thoussnd, three hundred
gallons of whiskey and two thousand five hundred
of high wines. The British treders are not generally
restrained by any moral rules after they psas the
boundary, prectice it without seruple whenever
opportunities occur, and he who has the most whisky,
generally carries off tne most furs,..The neighbor-
hood of the trading houses where whisky is sold,
presents a disgusting scene of drunkenness, de-
bauchery, and misery, 1t is the fruitful source

of all our difficulties, and of nearly all the
murders committed in the Indian country. In my
route from 5t. Peters to this place, I passed
Prairie du Chien, Ureen Bay, and Mackinacj no
language can describe the scenes of vice which
there present themselves, Herds of Indians are
draun together by the fascinations of whisky, and
they exhibit the most degraded picture of humen
nature I ever wilnessed,..ialking three miles to
town daily, I had dally opportunities of seeing

the road literally strewed with the bodles of men,
women, and children, in the last stage of intoxi-
cation, brutal intoxication.® 51

51. J. Snelling, "Evils of the Use of Liquors in Fur-Trade®, uis, Hist,
Coll,, Xi:382-384,

These conditions plainly show the problems with which the mis-

sionaries were confronted in assuming the work of evangelization.

Pather Mazzuchelil at one time, early in 1234, won a Menominee
family to the fold of Christ by an act of charity. iHe gave his own
provisions of food to a mother, who with her children was on the point
of starvation because the father, addicted to strong drinks, had sold
all his fish to the white man for brandy. Shortly after, the woman
with her husband and children were received Into the Church at Green

Bay.
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The first converts among the Indians numbered twenty»bhm of
the Menominee tribe located about 25C miles from uackinac., These
received the Sscrament of Baptism in the spring of 1831, scarcely
ai# mx@hs after %émmahelli’s arrival. He tells us that the prin-
cipal purpose Blshop Penwick had in mind when he sent him to this
part of his diocese, was the conversion of the Menominee tribe to the
Catholic fait.., Hence, the Menomineea became the object of his special
care and solicitations. By his charity, his zeal, his humility, his
spirit of self-sacrifice and devotion to duty, he became all to all,
is & devoted shepherd he went in search of the erring sheep of his flock,
visiting them in camg or wigwam, eating with them, sleeplng with then,
ever instructing, teaching, exhorbing until gradually the depraved
child of nature wes lifted to the plane of the regenerated child of

grace,

By January 1834 he had Christianized, with the help of the Re-
demptorists, more than six~hundred; two-hundred fifty of these were
regular communieanta., Early in the same month of that year he journey-
ed across the snows to the shores of Lake Winnebago where the wncon-
verted had pitched tiheir tents. Going from hut to hut imparting the
teachings of Christ, he effected the conversion of f£ifty neophites.

By springtime of 1834, the Christian Indians in the Green Bay mission

numbered one~thousand. 52

52. Rev, 5.0, Mazwmchelli, Memoirs, 49-51, 70, Th, 106, 113-114.
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(ne half of the Menominee tribe had been Christlanized by Father
Hazguchelli in the brief space of time he worked among them. The

whole tribe would have been converted shortly had his plan been accep~

ted by the government.

On October 21, 1831, the missionary submitted his plans for the
education and ¢iviligzation of the Menominee tribe to Col. 3.C. Sham~
bough, United States Indian Agent. His object was the instruction
of the whole tribe, grown persons as well as children and to these,
teach not what is useful to some individuals but whet is useful and
suitable to the majority. A site for a town, selected in the heart
of their country, %aa to be the center of education and culture. His
plans war@ both ideal and practical as the following excerpt shows:

n,..s mission house for boys and girls, two schocl
rooms for men and women, and several houses for
Indian families are to foram the beginuning of the
town. The land in its neighborhood is to be divided
in several portions, and iach family that settles
in the town will have one, and proper means to cul~
tivate it. But these and other proposed allurements
will not be able to induce the Indians toc forget
woods and live in scclety. Their morals must

first be reformed in some degree; and thelr minds
cultivated: this then is the principal object of

the priest who setiles among them."%3

53. Rev. Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Letter, (Fhotostat), 18.

Father Mazguchelli then explains how he would proceed in grafting
& Christian culture:
"Po facilitate and promote all ecivilization, in



the beginning no cother language shall be spoken

in the school but the Menominee in which language
the teachers will first teach the Indians to read
and to write., The Menominees in several instances
expressed thelr anxiety to know how to read Indian.
A new Testament, a prayer book with a large collec~
tion of hymns are to form the Indian reader. Arithe-
metic, the map of the U.S,, its history and the sing-
ing of hymns will be another branch of Indian educa~
tion. The art of bullding houses will be taught to
them by a carpenter, as well as that of agriculture
by a farmer. The principal branch of education

for females after reading and writing is that of
all kinds of useful needle work. The teachers

are principally to apply themselves to the in~
struction of grown persons, bscause they are the
main object in view, To this end the schoul rooms
are to be raised in the center of the towns that
every one may easily attend it. The Catholic school
among the Menominees proposed to board and dreas
many of these children according to tie means
afforded: and & correct account giwven of their
number, progress, and of the necessary expenses,
whenever it shall be asked. To induce the Yenominees
to live in society some of the easiest musical
instruments are intended to be the sports of youth:
and often inculcated to all to attach themselves

to the government of the U.3, and to look wpon it
&s the support of their liberty--never to enter
into war with other nations, and other like things
tending to the promotion of pesce and union," 54

54. Rev. Samel G, gﬂﬁmﬁh@lxi, L’k‘bﬁr’ (Phowmt), 19-21.

Pather Maszuchelli had teachers avallable to staff the school
and informs the government of the preparations in progress:

“Now I think proper to remark to you, sir, that
there are several teachers learmed in the English
and French, but especially in the Indlan languages
who are willing to devote themselves to their
instructing of the Menominee as soon as a Cathelic
school is established among them. lMoreover it is
worth cbserving, that there is already prepared

a denominee Indian spelling booke~part of the
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new Testament, fifty hymns, several psalms, prayers
and a2 Christian catechism in the Menominee language:
all things are in manuscripts, ready for print, for
the use of Indian Catholic school.® 55

55. Rev, Samuel C. HMazzuchelli, Letter, (Photostat), 22,

It is to be regretted thut the above plan was not supported by
the government as had been expected. The Indlans were for it and public
opinion was in favor of a Catholic Indlan mlission school. According
to Father Mazmuchelll the influence of religion alone had the power
"to improve the intellectual and moral condition of the savages'. In
spite of all efforts the "Catholic Misslon was defreuded of that means

which would have facilitated the conversion of the entire tride", 56

56. Rev, Samuel C. Mauzuchelli, Hemoclrs, 121-122.

Colonel sShambough, in sending Father's letter on to Lewis Cass,

See. of dar, personally pleaded for justice in this matter. The result
of his appeal was that a part of the Indlans' annuities were alloted

to the Catnolic school. ™But the lion's allocation, $2000 per year
went to the Episcopal school, while Bishop Fenwick received 31000 per
year for three distinct missions, of which bum he gave 200 for the

school at Green Bay.” 57

57. Sister Rosemary, C.F., "Rev. 3amuel Mazzuchelli”, Catholle Herald,
Terc. Supnl., 29.



A school for the Indians had been opened at Green Bay in the
sunmer of 1831 by Bishop Fenwick and Father Mazzuchelli, By order
of the Prelate, June 24, 1831, Hrs. Rosalie Dousman wag appointed
principal with ¥iss., Elizabeth Grignon as her assistant. The regule-
tions for the schoo) were as follows:

®All poor Indlans to be admitted gratuitously
for all Ainstructions...The objeot of this school
is to inculeate industry, morality and Christisn

plety~-and to teach the art of spelling, reading
and writing etec. * 58

This was the first school taught by lay women established in
Wisoonain for the civilization of the Indians, ¥Within one year from
its foundation, Bishop Penwick wrote from Detroit August 22, 1832 to
Rev. James whitfield, commenting on its progress: "At Green Bay the
Indlan School contains between eighty and nineby puplls," and then
adds thet these Indlans are the most "simple, innocent, humble and

docile part" of his flock. 59

59, Rev, Victor F. ('Daniel,

With one~thousand Christian Indians and prospective governmment aid
of $2100, Henominee Indian annutles for education, Father Mazzuchelli,
in 1834, began the structure of a frame building large enough to serve
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exclusively for the inatruction of the Indians. The Menominee Chiefs,
too, encouraged the project and asked the government to have their

annuties for education applied toward that school. 60

60, Bev, Samuel C. Hazzuchelli, Memoirs, 51, 121,

Pather Mazzuchelli had applied earlier for aid and hoped that the
financial support soon would be forth coming. However, a second appeal
was made in which the priest pointed out to the government representa~

tives, that his petiticn to Colonel Shambough was set aside, "because
some one had falsely represented facts®, PMurthermore the Indians per-
sistently asked that a Black Hobe be sent to them and refused tov send
their children to the Eplascopalian school; the Menominee Chiels declared
it an injustice te pay 42000 to other than the Catholic Clergy who

alone ministered unte them in their scattered wigwams; he further
petitioned that the account be paid which he presented as head of the

Catholic mission at Green Bay. 61

61. Sister Rosemary, op, git., 8k.

The petition which the Catholic priest, as Superintendent of the
Catholic mlassion presented for payments was signed by Chiefs of the
Menominee Hatlon as "eorrect and just® and that the “sald sums ought
to be paid" out of the "fund appropriated and set apart in our Treaties
with the United 3tates, for the purposes of aiding in the education of
th
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the people of our Nation, or out of our annuities". (Signed, Nevember,

1834). 62

62. iisconsin Hist, Collections, XIV:l91-192.

This bill of 31080 was rejected by Colonel Boyd, United states
Indian Agent, who indorsed the bill as follows:

"Revd. !r. ¥azzuchelll's a/c¢ against the Yenominee
Nation of Indisns $1080.00. Presented by ¥r. Jos.
Dickinson at the attorney of the Revd. Hr. Hazmuchelll.
The whole Chiefs of the dencminee Natlion of Indians
assembled in Council, say that they know nothing
about the within paper, and refuse to pay this
account, G+ Boyd

He3e Inde AL,H

63. Ibid,

It ssems rather ungrateful that the Henominee Indians should
show themselves so disloyal to their spiritual benefactor. However,
it was probably not so much through the ingratitude of the Indians
as 1t was through the "unfriendly influence of the Indian Agent that

Father Mazguchelli was not paid". 64

bl Jowa Catholic Hist, Rev., ViSi.

Big Wave, an old Chief, was befriended by Col., Boyd, the officlal
guardian. On the occasion of Bishop Kemper's tour to Green Bay, Big

Wave, with a few Menominees and Chippewas, accompanied Col, Boyd to a
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general assembly where they were encouraged to use their influence
to get children to attend the Episcopallan Sechool. Big Wave, the
principal spesker for the savages, responded and promised to do his

utmost to get a larger attendence for that school. 65

65. Bishop Jackscn Kemper, Jou _
m @!ﬂa &x’ ﬁiﬁa Histﬁ GQ}J.‘, XIV: :

Father Mazzuchelli repeatedly exerted his influence to obtain
Justice for the Indians, This is inferred from a letter in the Hation-
al Archives addressed to Father lazsuchelli from the lar Department
by C.A, Harris, dated May 23, 1835, being a reply to Father's letter
of May 10, 1835. Part of this correspondence reads:

*pon the application of Judge Doty, the last
session of Congress, the sum of 3500 was sllowed
to the Catholic ichool at Green Bay, from the
appropriation for civiliszing the Indians, The
whole allowance from this fund for the support of
Catholic Schools, amounts to $1800, This trust,
will satlsfy you of the disposition of the govern-
ment to extend the same encouragement to Catholice
institutions, as to those of other secis, whenever
circumstances render it proper.? 66

66. C.A. Harris, Letter, (Photeostat), 16:139-140.

Apparently the sum solicited wea not appropriated for the Catholic
Indian School at Green Bay, becsuse that instlitution was forced to
close for lack of funds in 1835, the same year the petition had been

addressed to the fiar Department, Mr James Butler confirms the statement
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when he remarks: "He labored much among the Menominees, and claimed,
though without success, the anauity of $2,000 appropriated by the

United States for their instruction”. 67

67. Jamnség. Butler, "Father Sammel Mazzuchelli®”, .is, Hist, Coll.,
iIV:160.

Heanwhile the Episcopalian house, engaged in the education of
children mostly those of white traders, had been gloating over the
rich subsidy awarded to its school, so that its director could write
to Colonel Boyd in June of 1833, *“when I think of the generous gifts
of the Bureau of Jar in favor of this establishment I can only regret

that so few Henominees are sent to it". 68

68. sister Rosemary, U.P., op. git,, 84.

The Menominee Indlans, on the whole, were indifferent or even
bitterly opposed to that establishment. The French too, disliked the
project, because it was contrary to thelr traditional faith, 3olomon
Juneau, when petitioned te¢ use his influence in obtaining scholars, wrote:
#*As to the little savages whom you ask about for ¥r. Cadle, I have

spoken to several, and they tell me with great satisfaction that they

are much happier in their present situation than in learning geography® .69
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The Episcopalian school, no doubt exercised a benevolent influence
from the time of its operation 1829, until its close, 1839. It pro-

gressed for the very reason that it had the material support which
the Catholic one lacked, and it closed when that was withdrawn. Cf
the merits of the school Bishop Kemper writes:

f1s it nothing to have rescued more than 200 children
from degradation and vice and ignorance and death--
to teach them the arts and feelings of civilized
1ife and the principles of Gospel?...dany of these
children ars real Indians born in our ch. (church),
but who wid {would)} be ignorant of knowledge and

our language were it not for the school. ind many
born heathen exhibit by their conduct and writings
an evidence of the Gospel upon their souls." 70

70. Bishop Jackson Kemper, Journal, uis, Hist. Coll., XIV:Llh.

The above report lauds the good that had been dome in that school,

however, it was only a temporary affair. WUr, Ellis a teacher of the

school at Green Bay visited Mr, Ferry's school at Mackinac to become
acquainted with the best method of organizing an Indisn school. Wr.

Perry advised against it candidly, admitting that his achool:

"which had been put in operation at great expense,

had failed of the object sought, and that he had
already received instructions to reduce it in

numbers as fast as it could be done, and eventually
diseontinue it entirely; that with all their endeavors
they had been able to secure the entrance into it

of comparatively wvery few Indian Children; that

the great propertion of their nearly 200 attendants
were children of Indian traders, who were reaping

all the benefits of education from which the
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Indian children were being almost wholly excluded." 71

714 J el mﬂd@n, ’»‘*;&,ﬁ,;é.’.,‘%' Wlso ft»n., &9.

Anocther author remarks: "The result of the school did not meet

with expectations." 72

72, Ella H. Neville, and Martins, op, cit., 337.

Father lazsuchelll referring to that school in a letter of April

11, 1836, says: "The government has for five years supported an Epise
copalian mission for the Menominees, which has done nothing mope then

received the money and send exagerations to washington". 73

73. Rev. 5.C. Masmuchelll, "Letter", Annals of Jowa, Ser. 3, ZL:3lh.

Colonsl C. Whittlesey, further testifies to the fallure of the
school when he writes:

"A% Shanty Touwn there was an Episcopal ¥ission,

very ably conducted by Bev. Mr. Cadle. The prospect
of enforeing civilisation was certainly discouraging,
and in examination of the achool, though £t exhibited
the proofs of perseverance, snd benevolence, of its
gondustors, left no room to doubt the entire failure
of a scheme a0 dear to American philanthropists.® 74

Ths Col. Charles Whittlesey, “Bowllbctim of a Tour Through Wisconsin
in 1-832", i‘#&gu Hiﬁtg QO;}; oy I:70,
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In spite of material disadvantages the Cathollc Chwrch managed
tc keep a lay apostolate active among the Menominees. Mrs., Dousman
and her two daughters devoted thelr life time to the noble work of
instructing this Indian tribe. Their educational dedication lasted
from 1825 to about 1871. 75

75. Rev. Peter L, Johnson, "Mrs, John Dousman", Catholic Herald, Terc.
Suppl., Fh.

Upon the examination of a lether of Mr. Louls Grigaon to Biahop
Rese in February of 1836, it can be inferred that the school for the
Indlans was opened again in the spring of 1836 with iiss. Elizabeth
Grignon as teacher. Judge Doty had some funds for that parpose to
be paid every six months, and Louls Grignon asked to have them pald
by the quarter sc as to accommodate the support of his daughter. 76

tions, XIV:201-202.

Thus the plan for Christianising the Men

minee nation had been
put on a sound foundation, which in part must be attributed to Father
Magzuchelli. He had minutely outlined the curriculum to be followed
in the prospective mission school. Furthemmore, his work lived on

in the literature used in the field of Indian education. He compiled
a Mencminee catechism for that nation. PFlmally, he had built a chapel

and altar for this tribe at Kaukauna, and his priestly administrations



were continued by his succeasors. 77

oo , milgl.

To Father Mazzuchelll alsc goes the honor of having the first
bock printed in Wisconsin, It was probably issued in December 1233,
for it was intended for distribution in the year 1834. This publi~
cation was an Indian Almanac for the ilenominee Nation of Indians,
“rendered by signs equally useful to those among the Hatives who are
unable to read thelr languape, published at Green Bay 150 copies -
#8,00", 78

78. Douglas C. McMuririe, "Early Pringing in Wisconsin®, Wis, Meg, of
History, XVI:102-104.

This document was not brought tc¢ light until about 1931, when it
was ldentified by the reference found in the Wisconain Historieal

coilgetoj.am. The bill which the above item contained is dated Novem-
ber 1834. Father Mazzuchellii spent the winter of 1833 at Green Bay
and the “Genen Bay Intelligencer" began its operation on December 11,
1833, Accordingly, the zealous tilssionary was the first to avail him-
self of that instrument of culture, The Almanac was about 4 x 6 1/2
inches in sige and contained fourteen unnumbered leaves. "The solitary
surviving specimen of the Almasnac printed for an ungrateful nation of

Indlans nesrly a century ago was one of those land marks of our early



history which are deserving of thoughtful preservation." 79

79, B@“&l&ﬂ Co ﬁﬂmriﬁ, % gé‘tm‘; 145.

Another reference to the &lmansc is found in a note written on
June 28, 1834, by Father Maszsuchelli at Creen Bay to Louis Grignon,
in which he asks him to "procure the remainder of the Almanscs™,
{signed Father Yeszzuchelli). 80

XIvila7.,

By 1834 the light of grace had effected, as already had been
noted, one thousand Henominee Indians who were numbered among God's
adopted children through the saving waters of holy Baptism, In 1834,
too, a helping priest was sent to Father Hasmsuchelli in the person
of Father Van der Brosk who tock care of that mission field for some
years, Ths former missionary withdrew more and more from his beloved

nation.

The last noteworthy visit to the Menominee tribe tock place in
1837, when Father Hausuchelll was on his way to Green Ba&. Coning
up from Galena, a distance of four hundred and twenty miles, he stopped
at the various missions to minister ta the Catholles. At Lake iwiinnebage
where he found the lenominees engaged in fishing, he celebrated Mass
amongst them once more during which he distributed forty-two holy
Gemmiéns to his spiritual children. They had not forgotten the



truths presched to them four or five years earlier. 81

81l. Samuel C. Maswuchelli, Hemoirs, 109.

another eplscde confirms the truth that most of his converts
persevered in the faith. In June of 1840 while Bishop lLoras was on
his confirmation visits at Green Bay, he was met by a deputation of
Menominee Indians who begged him to pay them a visit, 4 few days
later they ascorted him from Creen Bay to their village, Little Chute,
where there lived sbout five hundred, almost all of them Catholies,
gome of them converted years before when Pather Mazzuchelll had labored

apcng them, 82

82. Rev, Mathias M, Hoffmann, |

Father Mazsuchelll personally gives a good testimeny of the
Christian Indians. In a letter of 1835 to General Jones he mukes

a reference to the Henominees:

“Those among the Menominees who labor, ralse more
than enough, and have the abundance {See ¥r, Bruch:
report December 14, 1835) are those whom I and
other priests baptised and instrueted, those

who frequent the Catholic Church at Green Bay.
Truth is never stated as it is by predjudiced

and covetous men,® 83

83, Rev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, "Letter”, Annals of Iowa, XXI:31l4.
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Acoepting Christianity, they became & settled self-sustaining
community, the result of Father Mazzuchelll's apostolic labors. His
influence lives on in the descerdants of his Christlanized Menominees.

It mey be mentioned that Mr, Boyd, Indlan Agent, so hostile to
Catholic missionaries, changed his attitude in later years.

sPather Bonduel had been pressing General Jones

to reconmmend him for reappointment., Boyd had
shown himself very unfriendly to Father Yazzu~
chelli, Father Bonduel's predecessor among the
Menomineea, but he had changed in his attitude
toward the Catholic missicnaries. In a previous
lettor, Bonduel had written Jones: 'Boyd's conduct
has been for some years past and is at present
exenplary; and his lady in the midst of many
privations of domestic comforts which their present
position creates, shows herself a model of Chrigt-~
ian resiznation and an honor to our church of
which she has become a worthy member after a cloge
study of its doctrines and morel precepts for

two years." Bk

84. Jowa Catholic Historicel Review, VIIX:45.

Another Indlan tribe that was to feel the influence of the missione
ary apostolic was the Wimmebago nation. Father mmmehélli made an
exploring trip to the Porbtage as early as 1832, so he stated in his
letter to Bishop Rosati from Prairie du Chlen, September 29, 1832:

"Hext week I shall leave this place to visit the Indlans at Fort #in-

Wbﬁgau » &5

85. Illinods Catholic Hist. Heview, 17:283.
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The wWinnebago Indians

The mission of the Winnebage Indians had besen entrusted to Father
¥azguchelli by Bishop Fenwiok in 1832 and the administration renewed
this command on July 25, 1833, telling the missionary to devote hime-

self with all earnestness to the conversion of that tribe. 86

86. Rev. Samuel C. Hagzuchelll, Memoirs, 91, 98.

The visit tc the Winnebagoes on April 16, 1833 was undertaken,
merely to "find out the state of things" so as to make plans for the
future. (n his arrival at the Indian settlement of Decari, he found
about a hundred famlillies in that village, nestled about eight miles
from Fort Vinnebage. The priest describes these savages as a harde
heartened people, immoral and vielous; addicted to drunkenness; less
susceptible to the truth than other tribes ke had delt with; and more
dieposed to put off their conversion. HNewertheless, the evangelizer
proceeded with his instructions through his most trustworthy interpre-
ter, Pierre Paquetie. i ithin three weeks tmenty-three were prepared
to receive the Saerament of Baptism among them eight adults. These
had leared the Pater Noster, Ave Maria, and the Creed, all of which
Father had translated into the #innebago tongue. The teaching was
not a2 sisple matter since the Winnebagoe dialect had no words to ex~
press the doctrine of the most holy Trinity. To supplement this
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deficiency the missionary had to use compound words to explain the
dogma, 87

&87. Hev., Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Mewoirs, 91~93.

Thus the first seeds of the fsith had been sown among the Win-
nebagoes in the spring of 1833 and Pather Mazzuchelll modestly passed

on 0 minister at other posts of his large parish.

However, his short stay al Portege has left its imprint on the
sands of time for his powerful influence over immortal souls was
recorded in a literary work of that period.

4 contemporary resident of Portage, Mrs, John Kinzle, supplemented
in her work, dsu~bun, the misslonary's modest note of "slight success"
on his first visit to that place. The author's comment apparently is
a reference to the miaslicnaryt's visit of aspril 1833, because the Kinzie
family left Fort Winnebago for Detroit by way of Green Bay on the
morning of July 1, 1833, 88 and Father Nazzuchelli's second visit

88. Jullette 4. Kinzle, Wau~bun, 342.

took place in August of 1833. Mrs. Kinzle's comment throws more light
on the influvence of the evangelizer. 5he is rather astonished at his
success, and lucidly remarks:

%1 have never heard that Christian missionaries,
with all their efforts to convert them, have made
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much progress in enlightening their mind upen

the doctrines of the Gospel. Mr., Masguchelli,

a Roman Cathelic priest, accompanied by Miss,
Elizabeth Grignon as interpreter, made a mission-
ary visit to the Portage during our residence there,
and, after some instructions to them, about forty
econsented to be baptized, Christien names were
given to them with which they seemed much pleased;
and not less so, with the little plated crucifixes
which each received, and which the women wore about
their necks, These they seemed to regard with a
devotional feeling; but I was not sufficiently
acquainted with their language to gather from

them whether they understood the doctrine the
symbol was designed to convey. Certain 1t is,

they expressed no wish to learn ocur langusge,

in order that they might gain a fuller knowledge
of the Savior, nor any solicitude to be taught
nore about Him than they had received during

the missionary's short visit. 89

891 Julliette A, Kmﬁi@, ﬁﬂa*m}i 3“3«

The author further relates the powerful influence of his instructions
which she witnessed in her own home, while having one of Father Magzu~
chelli’s neophites engaged in household duties. This convert had
received the name of Charlotte in baptism and happened to be busy
in the washroom when Mrs. Kinzle inspected the work., Charlotte had
been working diligently, almost tearing her arms off in the exertion
of getting the clothes ¢lean. According to ocustom, ¥rs. Kinele thought
of glving her a stimulant sc as to relisve her exhausted condltion.

The following is an account of Yrs, Kinzle's episode that she recorded
for posterity:

"] poured out a wine-glass full, and, carrying it

out, offered it to the woman. She took it with

an expression of great pleasure but in carrying
it to her lips, she stopped short, and exclaiming
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tyhiskesi' immediately retumed it to me, I

would still have preesed it upon her; for, in

my inexperience, I really beliewed it was a cordial
she needed; but, pointing to her erucifix, she
shock her head and returned to her work. I
received this asz a losson moye powerful than
twenty sermons. It was the first time in my life
that I had ever seen spirituocus liguors rejected
upon a religious prineiple, and it made an impres-
sion upon me that I never forgot.® 90

90. Jullette 4. Kinzle, op. eit., 344.

Mrs. Xinzie mentions another convert of this period named igatha,
the same person to whom Father Hazzuchelli refers "z malden of singu~

lar modesty, always occupied with her work®. 91. In this narrative

91. Rev. Samuel (. Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 101.

the author peints out how the religious instructions which the neophite

had received were s consolation to her in her sorrows and moreover

upheld her in the trials and sufferings that befell her, 92

The above accounts show that Father Mazzuchelli's teachings were

productive of good results. The converts he had made lived their
faith 8o that in their exsmplary lives the words of Christ were verified,

50 let your light shine that all may see your good works and praise
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your Father who is in heaven" (Mat. 5. 16). The influence of the
missionary's saintliness radiated through them and effected their imne~

diate surroundings.

(n the occasion of his second visit to this tribe, which occurred
in August of 1833, the m&ssienary translated, for the convenience of
his converts, all the important prayers and hymns, fundamental to
Catholic life, into the iiinnebago language, TYes, at this time, even
his instructions were translated by Plerre Paquette for the benefit
of the newly baptized, 5o fruitful was this ministry that he had the
consolation of adding two~hundred Christian Indians to the fold of
Christ, lo doubt there were many more Charlottes and Agathas in his
second group of converts, the notable one mentioned is Chief Decari
himself. 93

93. Rev. Samuel C. Magzuchellily Memoirs, 99-101.

At this time too, August of 1833, PFather wanted to leave a strain
of permanency in his work. He therefore ecompliled a little liinnsbago
Frayer book for his Indian neophites, which should remind them of the
law of the Great Spirit when the missionary could not be with them.

He called his little work, Ccangra Aramee Wawskakara, Winnebago Prayer

Book, This consisted of elghteen pages, contsaining, besides the ordi-
nary prayers of Catholic life, the Ten Commandments, the Precepts of
the Church, a Hymn calling the Sinner to Repentance, lymns to the

Holy Eucharist and to Mary, Invogcation to the Holy Ghost and to Jesus;
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the principal "Truths of Faith in the form of 8 dizlogue, lastly the

elphabet, and the mode of reckoning.” 94

9. Rev. Samnel C. &zmﬂhﬂni’ 2Ds m 101,

3ix hundred miles the missionary traveled in the interest of the
propagation of the faith, to have his modest little work printed at
Detroit. HNot only was the trip a manifestation of his religious zeal
in behalf of the faith bub also s land mark on the frontier in the
art of printing. This was "the first publication--of a text in any
of the dialects in the Siowan family". 95

95. Jares C. Pilling, B

The earliest record of the 3iouan languages im the wvocabulary of
Father Hennepin compiled about 1680, The earliest text is the sinne-
bage Prayer Book of Father Mazzuchelli published in Detroit in 1833,
The contents of the book are as follows: "Title verse blank 1, prayers,
ppr. 3~9; hymns, pp. l0-lh; catechism on the principles of falth, pp.

15-16; alphabet and numerzls, p, 17; words of one syllable and ¢. p.

18." 96

96, Ibid,

Father dazzuchelli probably would have enriched Indlan literature
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by the production of more works had he not been told by his superiors
that his apestolste among the Savages was to be only temporary, until
other priests could be found for that field. The miniatratioﬁs among
the imericans and Canadisns over so widely scattered an area had been

strictly confided to his pastoral care. 97

97. ilev. Samumel C. Mawzszuchelll, Hemoirs, 109.

Yet no one could have done more than Father WHazzuchelll did during
the brief period of time that he worked amongst the sawvages. In the
spring of 1834, Bishop Rese sent Father Van der Broek (.F., to assist
the lone missionary in his ministrations of 2000 scattered Catholics.
This aid made it possible to extend a third visit to the dinnebagoes,
and a fourth one in the month of September of that year. A log church
had already been construsted by Flerre Paquette, and now the education

of the savages wes commenced by Father Hazzuchelli, 98

98. Ibid., 132; Portage Register, 1, mentions the building of the church
by Paquette.

In his plan of educating the .innebagoes, the priest was hampered
by the same difficultles a3 he had met with in his work among the
denominees, On his return to Green Bay he had taken with him two
winnebago youths of about fourteen years of age, in order to have

them trained in a Catholic household so as to enable them to go back

and teach reading and writing in thelr own language and in this way
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impart the truths of Catholicity to their owm tribe. But here again
after three months time, the project had to be abandoned for the lack

of funds. 99

99. fev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelll, Memoirs, 101.

Father MHagyuchelli further interested himself in the iiinnebago
savages by applying for the superintendency of the scheol which the
government by virtue of the fHock Island treaty of 1832 had promised

to build at Prairie du Chien and support it for thirty years at an

annusl cest of three thousand one hundred and fifty dellars. The
mlssionary had endeared himself to the chiefs on his first visit and
they in turn asked the government to establish the school on the
Barribault River, where most of their nation lived. The following

is in part the speech of whirling Thunder, a Winnebago chief, addressed
to the President of the United 3tates in behalf of a Black Robe:

"You are aware, and we wish our great Father,

the President, to know, that many of us have joined
the Catholic Church and have become Christians,
Hany more of our nation seem desirous of becoming
eivilized through exertions of our friend here,
dressed in black (Mr. Mazzuchelli, the Catholie
priest;. Ve, therefore, hope that our prayers
may be granted by our great Father, the President,
we will then be able to have our children educated
among us, and in the Catholie falth, we have
never had any one until lately to teach us the
word of God, We begin to see the light and we
wish to know more of our Great Father above, e
want Mr. Uazzuchelll to remain with us and the



school established among us.™ 100

100, smerican Catholic Historicel Researches, XII:6l; Rev, 3.C. Mazzu-
chelli, Memoirs, 129, mentions the transaction of Indian lands to

the U.5. government in 1832.

Hr., Kinzie sent the petition of ihirling Thunder in behalf of
the iinnebago Nation, to Governor Forter at Detroit, adding his owmn
comment.:

*The demand is more than reasonable, and, if granted,
will no doubt conduct much to the happiness of

that nation., Many have joined the Catholie Church
and bld fair to become good members of society. ‘
They beg your influence in the sccomplishment of

their wishes.” 101

101, American Catholic Historical Researches, KII:60.

Both the petition and HMr. Kinzie's letter were given to Govemnor
FPorter by Father Mazzuchelll on July 1, 1833, at Green Bay. ™ihirling
Thunder's speech was to be forwarded by the Governor to the Fresident

of the United states in accordance with the recuest of the chief.® 102

102. Sister Rosemary, op, gcit., 85.

In the summer of 1834 the chiefs again petitioned the Indian

agent, Capt, McCabe that a Catholic priest be appointed superintendent
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of their school. 103 Father Mazzuchelll in hiz letier to President

103, Rev. Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 129.

Jackson reiterates that statement: "Captaln McCabe wrote several times

to the Gowernment recommending my appointment®. 104

104, Rev, Samuel C. Maszuchelli, Letter, 1. (Fhotostat)

In spite of this pleading, a Calvinistic minister, lr. Lowry,
was appointed as superintendent of that school and the wishes of the
Indlans were diaregarﬁpd. The schocl was built not where the Indians
wanted it, but where the Indlan agent, Mr, Street located it, that
is west of the &1asieai§pi, on the Yellow River. Agein the Indian
funds were allotted to benefit a sectarian faculty. ¥r. Lowry with
his wife and sons “came 1nto‘§oaaassion of a fine dwelling, as much
land as he desired, and the aforesaid annual sum with other sources

of revenue®, 105

105, Rev. Samuwel C. Yazzuchelliy Memoirs, 129,

To obtain justice for the Indlans, Father Mazezuchelll now appealed
directly to the President of the United States., From 5t, Louls, May

10, 1835, he addressed President Jackson stating his grievences:

“The Winnebago are very much dissatisfied of their
school bullt by the Government on the Yellow River,
about 8 miles from Prairie du Chien, under the
Superintendency of the Rev. D. lowry placed in
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that office against their will. The fact is that
he the agent could not persusde the Indlans to put
their children into that school. As a proof of
this I refer you, 3ir, to the reports of the
Winnebago school made to Mr. Elbert Herring on

the 31 December, 13834, by the Rev. Lowry himself,
where he states that the prospects of the school
is discouraging, and that the Indiuns declined
sending their children, and concluded by asking
the Government additionary buildings while those
already erected are of no use to the Indians." 106

106, Rev. Samuel C. ¥Mazzuchelli, Letter, 2. {Photostat).

A much brighter and a more hopeful picture is contained in the
same letter showing what had been dome 8o far with the savages with-
out financial aid from the government and therefore, should have merited
attention:

"That the «dinnebago wished to have me the Huperine
tendent of thelir school is not only evident from
what I stated, but alsc from the school I have
opened last winter on the west bank of the iis-
consin River near Fort iinnebago. For several
months it was attended by no leas than 13 to 20
Indians beside some half Indians, the number was
as grezt as could be for they were the only Indians
who wintered at that place. It was not a beoarding
school, for 1 had no means to support it. Here I
remark that, if they went to school where they
‘received nothing but instructions with how much
nore satisfaction will they frequent it, when even
the wants of life shall be afforded them” {mable
to defray the necessary expenses ] was compelled
to dismiss the school in April, Hany were well
advanced in reading. I include & copy of the book
uged in the schocl, It is also well to observe,
that I often visited that nation since the year
1832, that many of those Indians have been instructed
in the principles of Christianity and baptized,
and & grest many more are very anxlous to do the
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sane." 107

107. Rev. Samuel ©. Mazzuchelli, Letter, 3. (Photostat)}

wWith this brilliant record of missionary work, it would seem
only natural that the genius of such leadership on the frontier would
receive some recognition from government officials. Apparently, howe
ever, the Indlen department was interested not so much in the civili-
zation ot the Indians which would have included the general welifare
of the nation, as it was in the advancement of individual interests
and in setting forth its own petty ideas and perscnal prejudices.

All these facts were weighty in unbalancing the scales of Justice.

s#hat became of Father Hazzuchelli's letter? In reference to it
in his correspondence with Generaul Jones the missionary remarks: "My
letter to the Fresident was probably sent to the Indian department,

with the little iiinnebago book I printed and sent wlth the letter'., 108

108. Rev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Letter, 3. (Photostat)

The priest had intimated correctly. ?rqsidsnt Jackeson did send
his lettser to the Secretary of War, who forwarded its contents to

zachary Taylor at Prairie du Chien. 109

109. sister Rosemary, op. cit., 86.
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Zachary Taylor was the foremost apponent to Father Mazzuchelli's
appointment to the position as may be inferred from his correspondence
to General :m. Clark of 5t, Louls, July 2, 1835. Therefore, the priest
could not hope for a successful issue from the future Iresident, who,
according to his offensive utterances, was tainied with the virus of
Know-Nothingism and conssquently opposed to the italian priest. Then
too, during the War of 1812, Taylor had been defeated at Rock Ysland
in September of 1814 by this same group of men who were endorsing

FPather Maszuchelli's superintendence to the Indian schoel. 110

110. Rev, Mathlas !, Hoffmann, “The winnebago iission : A Cause of
Celebre”, Mid-imerica, II:30-32.

The Secretary of War, C.A. Harris writing from the Jar Department
on ﬁay'ZB, 1835 in answer to his letter of iay 10, to the President,
requested Father lagzuchelli, '"neot to disturb the experinent of the
Winnebage 3School at Prairie du Chien. allow it ample time for a fair
trial...", 111

111, Q4. i‘i&l‘l“ia, Letke 5 3 (Phowsmt}

Another note of the hopelessness of Catholic directorship in
the /innebago school 1s found in a letter of Elbert Herring to Col,
Zachary Taylor dated September 5, 1835:

%It has been repregented, that the obstacles to
the success of the schocl were interposed by the

party opposed to emigration to the west bank of
the ¥isslassippl, whe were anxious to remain on
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the east sids, and enjoy there the benefits of
the treaty; #dnd by the Catholics, who wished to
obtaln for themselves the direction of the estab-
lishment. If these things be so, you can say
distinetly to all parties, that the attainment of
these objects is utterly hopeless. The treaty
prescribes the expenditure of the funds for educa-
tion and for farming establishments West on the
river, and it will be steadily adhered to. And
no change whatever will be made, at present, of
the persons entrusted with the Superintendence

of the Schoocl,® 112

112, Hev, Mathias ¥, Hoffmann, op, cit., 1I:32,

Nevertheless, Father Mazzuchelli's sense of justice contrived
another plan to help the poor Indians, CSince there was no prospect
of a change in the directorship of the school, the priest planned to
attach a Catholic chapiain to Mr. Lowry's staff to care for the numer-
ous (atholic Ginnebagues. To attain this end he wrote on February 9,

1836, to General Joncs who was at this time territorial delegate at

Aashingtons

"ir. Jones, please do call on the President and

read the letter I wrote to him in the month of

¥ay last from 5t. Louls, and in a few lines you

will bs enabled to see everything. My intention

is to have an assistant Priest in the Indian school.
Mr. Kane of Illinois promised me last summer to do

his best before the President himself, He knew

my claim to be nothing but justice to the Indians.™ 113

113. Rev, Samuel C., ¥azzuchelli, Letter, 3, .3,

In the same letter to General Jones, the priest draws a graphic

picture on the condition of the new establisghment with a forecast of
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the results:

“Today I went to see the school (8 or 9 miles from
the village). It 1s really disgraceful to the
Govermnment., It is now 12 months that the mission
is opened. He has but two Indian boys and five
females, not one pure Indian, only two with some
Ainnebago blood, the others are part Mencminee or
Sioux or white; not a particle of good done, and
none to be expected. That mission was Covernment
paid with Indian money §4500. The Indians refuse
to give their children and ask for a Priest, The
agents never lock for the real good of those poor
creatures; speculation is thelr (od; so they often
blind the Government. It's evil and unjust to use
so mmch of their monsy t© ne purpose and against
their will, Most all the inhabitants of this place
are Catholics, who with the rest do condemn the
present condition of the school now extremsly un-
popular and with the Government to remedy the evil." 114

1l4. Rev. Samuel C. Hazzuchelll, Letter, 3, M.i.

Pather Mazzuchelli was not successful in his efforts of plaeing
a Cathollc priest on the staff of the government schocl and so the
Catholic Indians remained under the control of the Fresbyterian min-
lster. Although the priest kept up the struggle in behalf of his
poor abused childpen for another two or three years zz his numerous

letters to General Jones testify, the final outcome was left to his

successOrs.

The work of that government controlled school remained sterile
as the Dominican had predicted after his first visit there on February
9, 1836, Contemporaneous sonrces are all in accord with that state-

ment, Hoses Paquetie, after the death of his father, was placed into
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that school along with his sister. He relates that the English language
alone was used, instructions being on the same level as the average

rural district schools

"Gf course the religious teaching was wholly of
the Presbyterien cast, and the children were good
Presbyterians so long as they remained at the
mission; but most of thes relapsed into thelr
ancient heathenlsm as soon as removed from Hr.
lowrey's care." 115

115, yisy Hist. Coll,, "Fhe VWisconsin winnebagoes", AII:406.

loses Paquette admits of its failures and cites the incident of
his sister who was taken out of that school by ¥r. Dousman in 1842
and placed in the Catholic academy at Kaskaskla, Illinois, opened
in 1836, He says, "y sister returned home in the fall of 1847, having
acquired a good education and thorough Catholic training that she remains
to this day a devout partaker of that commmnion”. 116 There were

116, Ibid., 3k, K07,

some other children of Catholic parents in that school who did not

have the good fortune of Catholic education,

Bishop Kemper, whe took a trip through Wisconsin in 1833, corro-
borates the above statement when he writes:

“These people will have nothing done for thelr
education or conversion to Xtg. {Christianity).
The tiinnebagoes consented to a school merely to
please him, (¥r. Strest)...(and at it the children
receive 3/k 1lbs. of pork and a lb. of bread at
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the close of every day.) The Rev. Mr, Lowrie
haa produced no effect upen the people as yet,

he cannot speak their language...The Hinnebagoes
a few years age raised corn enough for themselves
and to sell at the fort, but since the whites
have got among them they have become depenerated
and lazy--bthey drink and are often in a starving
econdition.” 11%

117. Bishop Jackson Kemper, “A Trip Through Wisconsin in 1838", Yis,
Mag, of History, VIIT:426,

The whole effect of this establishment then was that 1% further

degraded the poor Indians for whose betterment FPather Massuchelll had
entertained such high hopes if he could have only a part of the money
lavished on that government or Presbyterian school. In regard to its
results McGregor, Sub-Indian Agent at Turkey River, wrote in 1844 to
John Chambers, territorial gowerncr of Jowa:

tthey exercised no moyal influence on the Indians,
and therefore the School could not possibly flourish
under their auspices. This may be owing to inability,
sarelessness, or wilful neglect of duty. In either
case they are incompetent to the discharge of the
duties heretofore confided th them.' "And of this
charge, he added” 'I have become satlisfied by
peracnal observation. (ne fact alone would be
sufficient, even if unsustained-viz«that the

"1 3chool Bands'® who reside lmmedliately in the
neighborhood of the School, are by far the most
worthless of the whole nation. They afforded the
fairest subjects for the exertion of moral and
religlous instruetion, and if they have not profited,
it is not uncharitable to suppose that the requizite
Matr?eitigna were not attempted or were inefficlently
made .

118, Hev. Hathias i, Hoffmann, Hid-imerica, II:40.
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The climax of the failure came when ¥r., Lowry finally gave up
his job and admitted his inability of eivilizing his Indian charges.
In 1850 Bishop Cretin wrote to Gen. Jones:
"ir. Lowry has been obliged lately to give wp
his mission among them, and after a trial of
eighteen years and an immense quantity of money

sxpended he confessed his inability for civili-
zing this People.” 119

119, ¥ld-inerica, I1:50.

FPather Cretin, who had taken up the struggle after Father Mazguchelll,
at last justified the cause of the Winnebagoes when, as Bishop of Saint
Faul, he secured the superintendence of the school and staffed it with
Catholic teachers, Un that day toc, Father Mazzuchelli's cause was

vindicated. 120

120, Ibid,, 50-52.

Father Mazguchelli's principle that religion alone has the power
to lmprove the intellectusl and moral condition of the savages, has
certainly borme out the truth ase the consequences of the Winnebago
School testified, With all the money and all the equipment the Indians
gradually deteriorated leaving them in a more degraded condition than
they were in their primitive way of life. However, with this long
series of reverses in that government supported school, Father Mazsu-
chelli'a work shines even brighter than before. During two years

of brief stays among them he accomplished more beneficlal results
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than his government aided successors with all their opulance and assis-
tance. In the years of 1833 and 1834 three-hundred forty Winnebagoes
were baptized by him. How many converts the Presbyterians made Father
Hazeuchelll himselfl has the answer: "If it were asked how many adult

Indians were converted to the Presbyterian creed, I believe that no

one could ansgwer that very difficult question®, 121

121. Rev. Samuel C, Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 127, 143.

Host of Father's converts persevered in their holy faith, leading
good Christian lives, "others have streyed from the right path because
they were too far from the priest, and exposed to Wﬁaﬁma in the
midst of heathens and deprived of those instructions necessary in their

case Lo perseverence." 122

122’ ;% - fda' m:

Evidences that Father %iaﬁéuchalli'a labors bore fruit among the
winnebagoes are conflrmed by Father Patiot who wag sent to that tribe
on Turkey River in April of 1842. He found asmong them & large number
of Catholica "converts of Father Hasguchelli's in Wisconain some

eight or nine years before®, 123

123. Rev. Mathiss ¥, Hoffmann, Church Founders of the Northwest, 163,
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Another example of perseverence is cited by Rev, . Gaertner,

in a letter of Cetober 27, 1847 to Bishop Henni:

"Last week an Indlan family from Baraboo,..came

tc us; he asked to hawve one child baptised, and
another buried...Their conversicn we owe to the
Very Rev, Father Massuchelli, who worked among
them (Winnebago) thirteen years ago. The grend-
mother, being in danger of dying from conswmption,
received the sacrsment of Lxtreme Unction, and
almost miraculously obtained thereby so great
relief that she was able to accompany the caravan
home that same day. The quasi-ghieftain, a wery
brave man, urgently sought us to visit the Baraboo
settlement, because many families, about 30,
desired baptism for their children, snd were will~
ing to bulld a church, This men, by name John
Joseph de la Hoade, promised to send a troop of
his tribe to attend the celebration here at Christ
mastide, and to discuss then a project for uniting
the Barabooc mission with the one at Fort Winnsbage,
the distance between the two being only a few miles." 124

ne of History, "Activities in Wisconsin 3ac Prairier,

Apparently the Catholiec Indians made occasional visits to Sac

Prairie to recelve the consolation of religion as the following incident

shows:

On Cetober 21, (1848) we received an unexpected
visit from a chief of the Winnebago tribe of Indians,
most of whom had been converted to Catholicism over
twelve years ago by the induetrious missionary
Mazguchelli of the Dominlean Crder in Milan,..
Returning home from a Journey to the Southwest,

and overtaken by night at Sac Prairie, he had
csmped under the open aky with his entire family,
congisting of his wife and her babe-in-ams,
mother, and brother in law with his wife and

three sons. In vain we offered them our house

for shelter...they only wished to receive again

the priestly blessing which deeply moved, we

gave them after young and old had thrown them-
selves on thelr knees, The next day all attended



gservices very reverently, and the famlly of the
brother in law of the chieftain brought their
youngest son to be baptized, After completing
holy office we entertained the good people at
breakfast and presented them with rosaries and
medals blessed in Home, which they answered us
would always be highly honored by them. Before
leaving, the chief promised to make a return visit
with his neighbors the following Christmas," 125

“Activities in Wisconsin Sac Frairie®,

#ith the close of the year 1834, Father Mazzuchellli's administra-

tions ameng the Vinnebagoes seemed to have ceased,

His sccomplishments among the various Indian tribes have been
stated. In all, he holds a record of having won to Christianity one-
thousand five hundred Indisns. f the liinnebago tribe, the missionary
wrote to President Jackson that "the register of their baptism is kept
in the Cathedral of 3t, Louls and at Green Bay also”, 126

126, Rev. Samuel C. Mazgzuchelli, Letter, 2. (Photostat)




Ghapter IIX

Pather Mazsuchelli on the Upper Mississippi
1835 - 1839

Early in 1835 Pather Massuchelli made a decided change in his
missionary field, drawing away completely from his Indlan missions and
the Great Lake Region where most of his former mission stations were in
the care of other zealous priests under the jurisdiction of the bishop
of Detroit. In 1835, too, the Territory of Wisconsin becams a part of
Bishop Rosati's dlocese and therefore Father Vanderbrock at Green Bsy

and Father Mazzuchelli came under that prelate's jurisdiction., 1

1. Il1, Cath, Hist, Review, III:68.

Father Mamzuchelll, having spent the winter of 1834~1835 among
the dinnebagoes and at Prairie du Chien, was aware of the constant influx

of immigrants into the newly opened lead mines and he knew something

had to be done to serve these people.

A new note is sounded in a letter from Prairie du Chien on March
12, 1835 to Bishop Rosati:

“For the last three months I have been making pre-
parations to leave this place, intending to go to
the State of Chio., In the month of April I am
going down the Misslesippi River in a steamboat,
usging the opportunity to inform myself concerning
the state of these mlssiocns,

"Bishop Rese has not yet recelved any reply
from Rome regarding me, and now I, who wanted to
do 3o much, am tired of being left alone among
difficulties without any assistance, and of being

112
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exposed to so many dangers.” 2

2. Rev. Sammel C. Mazzuchelli, "Letter", Ill. Cath, Hist. Review, IIT:63.

The same thought is reiterated in a letter to Mr. Jones:

%] was compelled to abandon the Indian land and
the mest charitable of all undertakings, because
left all alone without the least support, utterly
unable to defray my small expenses.” 3

3. Rev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, "Letter", Annals of Iowa, XXI:3ll.

Having decided to visit his brethren at Somerset, Ohlo and con-
sulting his Superior as to his future mission field, he left Prairie
du Chien early in April of 1835. On his route down the Missiseippi
he stopped to explore the settlements and minister to the scattered
Catholics in the new mining towna of Mineral Peint, Galena, and Dubuque.
He found three~hundred Catholiocs in northern Illinoia who had neither
priest nor church, (n this excursion many baptisms, confessions and
Gommunions were administered., At 5t. Louls he stopped for a conference
with his bishop. In CUhio, his Superior, Father Young, advised him to
return to the Northwestern missions on the Upper Mississippi. Father

Mazzuchelll says it was decided:

sfor the greater honor of religion that he should
retrace his steps in order to use every effort
possible in those Missions to which he appeared

to be imperatively summoned by the circumstances.” 4

L. Rev. Samuel C, Mazsuchelli, Memelrs, 157-159.
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Shortly after June 24, 1835, the Horthwest missions with the
parishes of Frairie du Chien and Galsna were entrusted to Father

Magzzuchelli by Bishop Rosati. 5

5 m . Eﬁhz !gat' E&!Mﬂ’ IT1:68,

#ith Father Maszwzuchellli's return, a new chapter opens in the
history of the Catholic Church in the Upper Mississippl Valley. The

strean of immigration became ever stronger not only in the lead mines
but also on the fertile prairie lands, and he was the only priest in

that whole territory to minister to the new settlers, Thls rapid growth
of population demanded immediate action to save the faith of the many
scattered Catholics, This challenge the frontler missionary endeavored
to answer not only by his priestly ministration but also by launching

a building program on an extenalve scale at which his artistic talents
and architectural knowledge served him well. Edifices, hitherto un-
knovn on the cubskirts of eivilization brought religion, culture, and
education to the rude mining towns and vacated Indlan lands.

By July 4, 1835, the missionary was back at Galena, Illinois. The
following month the Catholica of the mining towns of Galena and Dubuque
sent & petition to the Haster General at Rome to retain him as their

pastor., 6

6. Rev. Samuel C, Maszuchelll, Memolrs, 159; Rev, M.M, Hoffmann, op. cit.,
80, quotes the same.
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Going also to Dubuque in July of 1835, Father Mazsuchelli re-
organized the young but fast growing parish where he perceived, "that
he could by nothing give more honor to Religion than to devote all
his efforts with every obligation to the bullding of s ¢hurch and the

formation of a parish", 7

7. Rev, Samuel C. Mazsuchelli, Menocira, 164.

Galena

Simultaneously, Father Mazzuchelll was urging a building program
at two places, Six days after his arrival in Galena, the missionary
announced his plan as is seen in z letter written on July 10, to ¥r.
Jones:

#3ir: Your pregence is respectfully requested on
Sunday next, 12 July at 3 o'clock P.M. at Leopold's
Home where a general assembly will be held by all
the Gentlemen of (Galena and vicinities for the
purpose of making arrangements to erect a Cathollce
Church, FPleass communicate the same invitetion
to all the inhabitents of your neighborhood.®

July 10, 1835, Galens Ill.

Father Hazzuchelli, 8

8. Annals of lows, Ser. 3, XXX:306.

Evidently, the missionary's electrifying engineering ability en-
abled him to set his program in motion., Purther light is thrown on
the results of hls activities fifteen days later, July 27, 1835, when
the Dominican tells Bishop Rosati, "we have done for this church in
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fifteen days as much as was done for the past five years”.

What had he accomplished in fifteen days? "...we have the land,
the money, and the good will." 9

9. Rev. Samael C, Magguchelli, "Letter", I1l, Cath. Hist, Rev,, III:69.

The missionary had everything ready by the end of July to com~
mence the bullding of a stone church in honor of the Archangel Saint
Michael, The location had been purchased from Owen Reilly for $700,
To lessen expenses Father Wazsuchelll made the plans, acted as con-
tractor and supervisor, To accommodate the faithful a temporary frame
bullding wse put up which served as & chapel and dwelling until 1839.

The cornerstone of 5t, Michael's Church was laid on September 12, 1835.

The first church, the dream of Pather ic Mahon,

the business like determination of Father Van

ulokenborne S.J., and the fondest hopes of Father

&tﬁ&f&gg} were fulfilled by Father Samuel Mazzu~
el11." 10

10. Rev. J.T. Donahue, St. Michael's Parish, 7.

Father Mazsuchelll divided the greater part of his time between
Galena and Dubuque. The bullding of churches was pushed ﬁgﬁmaly
in both places, but at Galena it was several times interrupted for
‘laak of money. Although not completed until 1842 it was ready for
ocsupancy by 1839. The building program weighed heavily on the priest's
shoulders as he had no relizble helping hand. In 1836 he complained
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to his bishop: "There i3 not a person here that can move a step for
the bullding of the church. I have to proocure every materisl to the

amount of a cent. The moat difficult part of the work is the collec~

tion"., 11

1l. % ) Lath . mﬁt: @Vz, Ixhl&l‘

"He was obliged to be architect, superintendent, financier, and
what was worse than all, collector." 12

12. Rev, Samuwel C. Mazguchelli, Memoirs, 28,

With the ald of a loan 5%, ¥ichael's was brought to @ompletiunm
at a total cost of §14,000, "the voluntary contributions of the faith-
ful of that parish from 1835 to 1842". In the order of architecture,
this stone edifice excelled any other structure in that part of the
country. 13

113, Ibid., 300,

Dubuque

At Dubugue the bullding program was carrled on without interrup-
tion. The site for a church had been obtained by his predecessor,

who alsc had collected some funds, To this amount Father Magzzuchelll
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solicited subscriptions, receiving genercus donetions from both Catholics
and Protestants. He changed the plan of the church, previously drawn
up, using stone instead of }.umbcr, and thus bullt a more durable and
larger stmtm measuring 78 by 41 feet. Here, as elsewhere, the
mlssionary acted as srchitect and contractor to lessen the axpenses.
Moreover, he helped in the guerrying and érusaing of stones prommd
in the neighboring hills., This arduous labor was manifested in all
three of the stone churches, which he erected in honor of the three

Archangels. The Church in Dubuque was dedicated to Saint Raphael,

the cornerstone of which was laid on August 15, 1835. 1L

lt‘%t B‘Vé Samuel C. Mazmcholli, Wirg; 1615‘1650

Eliphelet Frice, whe had the contract to furnish the stone for
this Church left a pen pleture of those early days in Dubuque:

“The first Cathelic church erected in Iowa was
commenced st Dubuque in the spring of 1835 under
the management and direction of an educated and
gentlemsnly little French priest by the name of
Hazguchelli, This waa a stone edifice. lie took
the contract, and furnished the stone for this
building until it was about eight feet high, when
we left Dubuque for a more northern latitude. le
never irsnsacted business with a more honorable,
pleasant and gentlemenly person than the Rev, Mr.
Hazzuchelli, We left him seated upon a stone
near the bullding, watching the lazy movements of
a lone Irishman, who was working out his subscrip-
tion in aid of the church." 15

15, Eliphslet Price, Dubuque in Early Times", Annals of Iowa, Cect. 1865,
541
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The first Catholic Church in Iowa was under roof in 1836 and
completed in 1837 in which year it also received the honor of being
called S5t. Raphael's Cathedral. It was solemnly dedicated on the feast
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

"The cathedral was in Romanesque style, designed

by the missionary himself, built of rubble stone
work rough cast, but with hammered stone water
table and pilasters, seventy-eight by forty feet,
with an apsis for the altar; and a gallery arcund .
about the entire length of the audience room, A
erypt, beneath the sanctuary, intended for a chapel,
wag used as the home of the missionary." Lé

16, Rev, B.C, Lenehan, "Rt. Rev., Mathias Loras", innals of Jows, III:585.

St. Raphael's Cathedral was the first menument to Cathollcity on
the Upper Misalssippi; it was the first classical edifice to adomn
the primitive landscape of Iowa,

Davenport

Before St. Haphael'!s or 3t. Michael's were completed Father
Mazzuchelli had laid the foundation for another Church at the newly

rising town of Dawenport. This he meant to name Saint Gabriel but
the wish of the founder Antoine LeClaire that it should be named in
honor of St. Anthony his patron saint, prevailed., 17

17. Rev. John Rothensteiner, Hist. of the Arch, of S5t, louls, I:598.

Father Maszuchelli had met Mr. Le Claire on his voyages up and
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down the Hississippi and often stopped at his home to hold relligious
gervices, It was there he saild the first lass in what is now Davenport
and there too, arrangements for a new parish were concluded. with
the stream of immigration steadily moving beyond the Mississippi, Le
Claire's bullding did not remain an lsclated home for any length of
time. The missionary perceived the opportune moment to serve religion
and through his influence ir. Le Claire donated four city lots, or a
whole square for the erection of a church, the land valuing $2500.
Later he donated 31000 toward the erection of the bullding. The first
stones for the new Church were laid by Father Yazsuchelll and Antoine

18. Rev. S.C. Mazzuchelll, Hemolrs, 193; Rev. M,N. Hoffmann, op. cit.,
80; Annals of lows, V¥I:115, these sources all quote the same.,

The missicnary with three churches in the process of construction
expected his one at Davenport, almost 100 miles south from the center
of his parish, to be taken care of by the proprietor, Howewver, it
became an additional charge to his overburdened bullding progrem, as
may be inferred from a letter written in June 1837, to his bishop:

"] made and sent down to that place all necessary
plans for a handsome church of brick. Wr. Le Claire
has the means and the generosity, but he is unable

to make contracts and does not understand building.
He wrote t0 me to go down and have the Church built.” 19

19. Rev,.,111:134~135; Hev. John Rothensteiner, op, cit.,

M ’ etter.,
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St, anthony's Church at Davenport was built of the first bricks
to be manufactured at that place, The building, measuring forty by
twenty-five feet, was a two story structure, the lower floor serving
as a residence for the priest, and later as & scheol, By 1838 the
Church was a0 far completed that it could be used for services. Father
Hazzuchelll, on his return from S5t. Louls that same year, preached

on that ocecasion many times to about a hundred Catholics. 20 This

20, Rev. Sanmel C. mgz\lchelli, WQ 1933 215

instance shows how fast the Catholic populatlion was flowing into those
centers where & church was standing to serve religion. On May 23,

1839, Bishop Loras, assisted by Father Mazsuchelli, dedicated the ™ew
edifice for its future career of grace and bleseing®, 21

21, Annals of lows, VIill5.

This second Catholic Church in Iowa, is still standing serving
a;h present as a schocl building, St, Anthony's parish was given the
same fall, 1839, a resident pastor, the Rev, Abbe Anthony Pelamourgues.
He i1s known in the history of Iowa as the pioneer of Catholic education.

®At the head of early catholic sducstional insti-
tutions in lowa stands Father F.A.M, Pelamourgues’®
schoel, the first of any kind in Davenport. There
were nc public schools organized when Pather Pela-
mourgues, most simple, self-denying, apostolic man,
devobed himself to the hard task of teaching, and
opened a school in the old brick church, bullt by
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Father Mazsuchelli, which still stands behind 5t.
Anthony's church. This bullding answered for
church, school, and pastorel residence.” 22

22. Anpals of Tows, VIs1ZL.

Further light is thrown on the clasaical attainments of the stu-
dents that attended his school in those early days on the frontier:

", ..bhe choir to which belonged Judge Mitchell,
intoine Le Claire,.,..and others, was taught by

the Father. There were no organs and no melodeons
in those days, but they had flute, clarionet, cello
and violin, and made the best music in the State.
Under the gallery in the body of the church, school
was taught by the priest, &z curtain velling the
sanctuary., Judge Dilion, now of Kew York City,

one of the best known legal authorities of the

two continents, was a pupil in Father Felamourgues!
school in the earliest days." 23

23. Apnals of Iowa, VI:121.

The foregoing citation is a proof of how the Cathelic Church
once organized and established diffuses learning and culture no matter
how far removed from the centers of civilization. Credit is due to
Bishop Loras for the acquisition of acholarly co~workers who assisted
him in carrying out the mission of the Church., Ho less credit is due
to the lone priest who made pOssible these functions at such an early
date, |
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Rock Iasland and Savannah, Illinols

Right acroses from Davenport, on the esast side of the River was
Rock Island, Illinois, & hundred miles south of Gelena. To the Catholics
at Rock Island and Savannah, Illinois, Father Mazzuchelli ministered

and for them 1aild the foundation of a parish in each of these towns,

As early as 1836, on his retumn trip from 5t. Louls, he celebrated
the holy Sacrifice of the Mass at Rock Island and ministered to the
Catholics on both sides of the River, In the autumn of that same year
he delayed several daye near Rock Island to bring the consoclations of
religion t0 a few (athollcs who "were themselves tc construct a little

church within the next year". 24

2L, Hev. Samuel C. lMazsuchelli, Memoirs, 1£0, 182,

Father JMagzuchelll informed Bishop Rosati in February of 1837,
that he was about to start for Rock Island, adding that “there 1is a
great prepsration to be made for the establishment of cur religion®.
Again on April 16, 1837 he writes: "Un sy return trip from St. Louis
I stayed at Roekk Island to visit the poor Catholics of that place®, 25

25, Rev. Samuwel C. gﬂ%mﬂmni, “L‘ﬁu”ﬁ; & 1, Cath, Hist,. &!n; IIXs
133, 134, '

Mill Seat (Wis. Terr.)

Father Maszuchelli made efforts to keep pace with the growing
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settlements in the mining distriet by erecting churches and organizing
parishes., In 1836 he organized a parish, and prepared to bulld a
church at Mlll Sest Visconsin Territory, fifteen miles from Galena.
His letter of July 14, 1836 shows he was hard pressed with work:

"y present constant ocoupation in May and June
prevented me from attending at the Church of M1l

Seat.,,Nearly all the material for building of it
are now ready. Next week I shall spend three or
four days about the place to gather all the material,
make contracts, collect money, and beglin the work

if possible.® 26

26, Rev. S.C. Haszwzuchelll, "Letter®, Ill, Cath, Hist. Rev,, III:131.

The priest further notes, in the same letter, that he had received
several invitations to wvisit the new towns below Galena on both sgides
of the Mlesissippi, in order to build chapele, "but I cannot move from
these parishes now. It is probable that in the Fall, with your consent,
I shall visit those places to secure valuable lots for the good of
religion*, 27

271 Ravu S.Ga %&zzumlli,“mtﬂr", E E » %ﬁ!z ﬁip_gg E!', IIIglalq

The missionary was at this time, July 14, 1836, occupied at Galena
and Dubugue. He had just finished the walls of St, Raphael's and wasg

prepering to roof it. The letter is an evidence of his incessant and

indefatigeble labors for the cause of religicn.
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Potoal

In 1838, Father Maczzuchelli made plans for his fifth church to
be built at Snake Hollow or Potoasi, & mining town twenty-four miles
from Galena. The parish had already been organized in 1836 and by
1838 the Catholic population had increased to one-hundred and fifty.
Meny visits had to be made to that place during the years of 1338 and
1839 by the busy missionary in opder to administer the Sacraments, to
give instructions to the pecple, to lay the foundation of a parish
and to collect the means needed for the bullding of the church, The
first liass was celebrated there in July of 1838 in a "poor little
house*t and the "word of Truth" was preached to a small gathering,

A little frame church was commenced at thig time, and completed and
dedicated the following year in honor of St, Thomas the Apostle, Bishop
Loras, who visited this place frequently, sent a priest regularly

twice a momth until 1841, when the Rev. James Causse was appolinted

resident pastor. By 1840 this parish numbered five-hundred souls, 28

28. Rev, Samuel C, Mazzuchelll, Memoirs, 233-234; Johann Haug, Geschighte

der Katholishe XKir in uiseconsin, ALO-44), gives the early parish
history; Castelloc i, Holford, History of Orant County, 535, tells of
the organigzation of the Catholic congregation in 1836, giving the
names of the early familles,

Prairie du Chien

In his building progranm along the Mississippi, Father Mazzuchelli
did not forget Prairie du Chien., For as early as 1833, he had planned

to bulld a stone church at that place, however, his plans did not
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maberialize until later, In 1835 he had started a bullding fund to

which the men contributed fifty-cents each month and the women, twenty-

five cents. In & letter to Bishop Rosati on March 12, 1835 he wrote:

"7 have started an associztion at Prairie du Chien
for the bullding of a church...but my church will
not be bullt without the aasistance of a priest.” 20

290 Rew. 3.0, gﬁzzﬂch‘m’ ”Letttﬁr“, &QEE % Eh: Hist. E_?.._O;V., IIX:68.

Apparently, the missionary wished to inform the bishop that a

resident pastor was essential if a church was to be built,

In Pebruary of 1836 several sites for a church were offered him,
but the donation of four acres by ir. Strange Powers, a Protestant
gentleman, was accepted as the most approbriate one, The deed to the
property was sent to the Bishop of Detroit, February 16, 1836. The
building, however, was nct commenced until 1839, By June of that
year Father Mazzuchelli was working in the stone quarries with his
people, A month later Bishop Loras laid the cornerstone of the building,

dedicating the church to the Archangel Gabriel. 30

30. Ibid.; Peter L. Scanlan, Centennial History of St, Gebriel's Parish,
19-20; Rev. 3.C. Mazzuchelll, Memolirs, 2,3, 26L. These sources treat
of the same subject matier.

Along with his building activities Pather Maszzuchelli followed

a farsighted policy in securing lend for the Chursh wherever he per-
celved an opportunity of forming a new congregation.
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In Dubuque a lot had been obtained in 1834, the title of which
was later disputed causing not a 1ittle difficulty to the mlssicnary.
In 1837 Father Mazguchelll secured an additional three acres of land
Joint to the lot of the Cathedral. The same year, September 1, 1837,
he told his bishop that he had paid for the land of the church in
Galena $615. "The titles to the ecclesiastical property of Galena |
have been authenticated by a public notary, and I will send them shortly

to 8t. Louls.” 31

31. 131, Cath, Hist, Review, III:136-137.

Ten days later, September 10, 1837, the priest informed Bishop
Hosati that he hud obtained a good lot of land at Mineral FPoint, Wis-

conain; a house and four acres of land at Mill Seat; and "there is a
good promise of a lot in the town of Madison, the Capitol of the

territory. The deeds will shortliy be made..." 32

32. Ibid., 137.

The foregoing letters reveal the diversity of problems which

claimed the attention of the one missionary.



l28

Pather Mazzuchelli's Spiritual Influence

However varied as Father Magzuchelli's interests were, his su-
preme concern was the salvetion of soculs. The relentless efforts exerted |
in the bullding of churches was considered an aid and a necessity in |
the rebuilding of the faith, The missionary himself remerks that his
principal mission on the frontier consisted not in "implanting® the

faith but in "enkindling"” it and "preserving” it among the Catholics
settled on the {rontier. Therefore from 1835 to 1839, he was prin-
cipally devoted in establishing "religlous worship, and the observance
of the laws", that is, observance of the commandments of God and of

the Church, In his large perish, extending more than two-~hundred miles
along the Mississippi River and from thirty to fifty miles east and
wept of it, there were scattered no less than three thousand five
hundred Catholics of warious nationalities, Irish, French and a smaller
number of Germans and Americens. 4ll these were living among a far
greater number of FProtestants, and were without church, without altar,
without sacraments, without having the liord of Ged preached to them,

Eoreover the "tender aouls of the youth were expossd to the peril of
being brought up in indifference towards religion”. 33

33. Rev. Samel C. Maszuchelll, Memoirs, 210, 236.

The missionary further complained of the indifference and cold-

ness of those who for a long time have been living in the neglect of

all religious duties, and the ignorance of Christian truths. Such
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were the spiritusl conditions of his charges who became the object
of his zesal and dewotion.

In Father ¥azguchelli's letters to Bishop Rosati much light is
thrown on the missionary's priestly activities in the year of 1836.
In Mareh of 1837 he wrote: "I have during the winter made a general

visit through the country east of the iississippl and returned yes-

terday from my last visit of the season”, 34

3k m: Cath, Iﬁs‘ﬁ. Mﬁﬁ’ I1I:134.

The following month he sent in his annual report on the state
of his missions, a part of which is here cited:

“"The various places I have mentioned except Mile
naukee are well known to me and have been visited
by me. Pralrie du Chien, [ubuque, Hill 3eat,
Galena, and Dsvenport, with their vicinity are
within the limits of my parish. In the year 1836,
150 persons were baptized in my parish and two
converts received in the Church. MKy present situ-
ation does not permit me to be regular in visiting
the varicus parts of my mission; however, I do my
beat to be useful to all.® 35

35. Rev, Hathias ¥, Hoffmann, Church Founders of the Northwest, 80-81.

It mast be remembered that at this period the tide of population
was surging on, scattering over the prairies and settling thickly along

its rivers and streams., HNew towns were springing up below Galena and

and all these claimed the attention of the sclitary priest. In the
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same letter mentioned above, he told the bishop that he had received
urgent calls from the new settlers to come and bulld chapels for them.
"Rock Island, Davenport, Burlington, Fort Madison, Nauvoo, and Keokuk

were anxiously awaiting for his coming." 36

36, Rev. John Rothensteiner, ®p, cit., 595-~596.

His priestly ministrations shortly effected a change in that
religlous indifference of his parishicners especially in those centers
where a church was rising to serve religion. Dubugue and Galena were
the first to feel these religlious blessings. There the change was
apparent, The lax and lukewarm returned to the duties of their holy
religion and led edifying lives. At Prairie du Chien the spiritual
progress was not so encouraging. In 1836 the priest spent the entire
month of Pebruary at that place ministering to the spiritual needs of
his flock but in spite of his exertions, only a few of the five-hundred
souls availed themselves of the opportunity of receiving the holy

Sacroments on the feast of the Hesurrection, 37

37. Rev. Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 178.

A disheartened note is expressed in his letter of June 14, 1836
to Bishop Rosati:

*T wigh to see Bishop Rese in the ends of his
diocese. The three Liguorian priests of Creen
Bay...have but one settlement to attend. I do
not see why they should be left there in peace,
Prairie du Chien and Port Winnebago could be
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made part of their parish." 38

38. 11, Cath, Hist. Review, III:131.

It seems that no action was taken on this petition for Mr. Scanlan
remarks:

"Father Mazzuchelll urged that the priests at
Green Bay who belonged to the Redemptorist order
of Detroit take cars of Prairie du Chien, but
there is nothing to- show that any priest visited
P;airia;u Chien again until he did in February
1837.* 39

39. P.L. Seanlan, "Ploneer Priest at Prairie du Chien", Wis, Mag, of
Hist,, XIII:lO02.

From Father Mazzuchelll's ples for Prairie du Chien, it may be
inferred that he considered this congregation tco remote from the
center of its religious influences for it received no spiritual min-

istration from any bishop.

In &1l his missionary activities this one priest worked for a
closer contact between the ecclesiastical hierarchy and the faithful,
in other words, the shepherd must be close enough to be able to min-
ister to his flock. This idea is evident in the relentless efforts
Pather Maszzuchelll exerted to bring the bishop to the edge of the

frontier. The border of civilization at this period shifted rapidly

and his activities increased accordingly.
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¥ zation of the Diccese of Deibr

The beginning of a diocese in Michigan with its see at Detroit
had long been broached but without apparent success, As early as 1820
when Bishop Flaget visited these northern regions, he became impressed
with the large number of Cathollic inhabitants, and on his retﬁm, in
coneurrence with Archbishop Marechal and Bishop du Bourg, he referred
the matter to Rome pleading for the erectlion of two di;mmaes in this
part of the Northwest, one having its see at Cincinnatl and the other
one at Detroit. The Holy Father, aeting upon the suggestions of the

bishops, assented to the establishuent of the Cincinnati diocese, but

action with regard to Detroit was indefinitely deferred. 40

40, John G, Shea, A His
1I1:292.

It was not until Pather iMazzuchelli came to northern ¥ichigan
that this establishment was effected. As a zealous misslonary in the
Great Lake region he galned first hand experience with the problems
in the field and became convinced that only a local bishop could save
the faith from becoming neglected, The Milaness friar, having the
good fortune of being a personal acguaintance of Pope Gregory the iVI,
did not hesitate to inform His Holinesa of the urgent necessity of
organizing the church on the frontier, pleading at the same time for
the crestion of a dlocese in the State of Miechigan with Detroit as

the episcopal see.

In a letter written from Pralrie du Chien, September 29, 1832,
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to Bishop Hosati he informe this prelate of the step he had taken

and adds the request to join him in his plea for the great cause.
The following citation is an extract from his letter:

".asfis & missionary of the NHorthwest Territory,

I have a favor to ask of your Lordship. The age
and infirmity of Bishop Fenwick and his extensive
diocese are things well known., A bishopric in the
s5%ate of Michigan is now believed to be of absolute
necessity to carry on these extensive missions.
With the consent of Bishop Fenwlck I have already
written on this subject to Pope Gregery the XVI,
with whom I am well acquainted. Were your lLord-
ship and other Bisheps to recommend to his Holiness
the necessity of a new diccese in Michigan and the
Northwest, I have not the least doubt but we should
obtain it. It is distressing for us, your mission~-
aries, to think thsat only a small part of our many
parishes can be visited by our pastor and that we
are so far from him., Hany Cathollics are deprived
of the gift of confirmation, while their faith is
at a great trial among heretics of the worst kind,
who even among the natives have done and still do
more for the loss of souls than we are able to do
for their salvation.” 4l

41l. Rev, John Rothensteiner, History of the Archdiccese of 3St, Louls, I:
548~49; Iil. Cath, Hist, Review, 115283, contains the same letter.

The letter here referred t¢ as having been addressed to the pope
not only pointed out the necessity of creating this new bishopric,

but also suggested Father Frederick Rese as the candidate for that

see, FPurther corroboration of his influence on having a bishop appointed
for Detroit is shown in & later letier, sent to the Holy Father in 1835.
This time it was to thank the Soverelgn Pontiff for having acceded to
his request and having appcinted Father Rese., L2 The letter further

h2. Rev. Samuel C. Mamazuchelll, Letters, excerpts from lettere preserved
in Seint Clara Archives in Sinsinawa,
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notes that:

"The seven priests in the desired diocese favor
this choice, Mazzuchelll deglares that he makes
this request so that Bishop Fenwick in his advanced
years and his state of physical weakness (he died

within six weeks) might be partially relieved of
his tremendous episcopal burdens, and so that the

priests of the most northerly misaions might come
in closer and more frequent contact with their
shepherd. The Reverend Frederick Rese, vicar-
general of Cinecinnati, became first Bishop of
Detroit on Cectober 3, 1833.% 43

L3. Gister Rosemary, "Father Samuel C.G. Mamzuchelli", Catholic Herald,
Terg. Suppl. 28.

By Pope Gregory's (XVI) bull of March 8, 1833, Bishop Rese became
a suffragan of the Archbishop of Baltimore. His diccese at that time
embraced the State of Michigan and the Northwest Territory, which had
up to that time been administered by the bishop of Cincimnati. 44

Mc JGhn Ge ﬁhaﬂ, _% Qitg’ EII':&BB’

Thus Father Mazzuchelli, while laboring among the Indians, had
accomplished a move which would strengthen the Church and contribute

to culture all arcund the Grest Lakes.

Founding of the Dubuque Diocese

sihen in 1835 Father Mazzuchelli's sphere of labor shifted to the
upper Mississippi, he again coneceived the possibility of orgeaniging

this new territory into a diccese. The influx of immigrants presaged
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a new era for the Church west of the Mississippi and the friar was
not slow in perceiving his opportunity. He not only built parishes
but with vision laid foundations for a diocese as well. Letters writ-

ten by him to the eplscopate of this period contain references on the
gubject, The following letter was written at Calena, January 5, 1837,
and addressed to Bishop Rese, reads in pert: |

",..5hould the Holy See make of the Wisconsin
Territory and of the Horthern part of Illinois a
diccese of itself, it would be productive of much
good indeed. Bishop Rosati 1s of that opinion.
I, although unworthy to speak on this subject, do
believe a new diocese as indiapensable as when
Michigan was separated from Cinelinnati; for the
pepulation is going so far West that the west of
the Mississippi will shortly (independently of the
wiscongin on the east shore, and of Illinois)
afford a diocese of itself.
Please do pray for, and give the Eps. blessing to
Your most humble servant and true Friend,
Samuel Mawzzuchelll, C.P." 45

45. ilev, Jamuel C, Yazszuchelli, Letter ~ Hotre Dame Archives; Photostat
in 3aint Clars Convent irchives, Sinsinawa,

Another reference is found in a letter %o Bishop Rosati, dated
March 4, 1838, in which he hinted to his correspondence with Bishop
Rese on the subject of a new diocese.

Y.eslast year I had sent to Bishop Rease a deserip-
tion of the new diocese according to my ideas hoping
that he would present it to the Fathers of the
Council, but now that all has been settled by the
authority of the Church, it is useless to speak
about it any nore ! 116

L6. Rev. John Rothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese of St. Louis, 600,
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4 contemporary of Father Mezguchelli, living at San Francisco

at the time of the friar's death in 186i, paid tribute to his deceased
friend in an article published by an Eastern paper of that period.
This gentleman lauds the vision and effort of Pather Mazzuchelll in
seeing the necessity of ereating the new dlocese:

"Bat the prophetic eye of the Christian philoso-
pher soon saw the vastness of the field that opened
before him in the near future, and he was determined
that all the faculties with which he was endowed

by the Almighty should be actively employed. He
pressed on the attention of the bishops assembled
at Baltimore, the immediate importance of erecting
& See at Dubuque, and succeeded in having a Bishop
installed thers, six years before Chicage and Mil~
waukee," l}?

L7. AedsT. "The Rev. Samuel C. Mazzuchelli", Portage Register.

The statement, which we may presums to be based on facts, shows
that the problem was brought to the attention of the bishops at the

Third Council of Baltimore.

His friend further nctes that Dubugue had a bishop even before
Hilwaukee or Chicago. This big Junp scross the frontier, erecting
a diocese west of the Misvsissippi before the nucleus of the two modern
archdloceses on Lake Michigan had been conceived, must be ascribed
to the influence of the missionary. For he was the only priest in
this whole region of the upper iississippi, he alone had the vision
to read the future of the Church in that region. HNo bishop had ever
visited that remote territory., The bishops depended upon Pather
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Mazzuchelli for their information on the condition of Catholicity

in that area.

Pather Hagzzuchelll tells us that B:Lahoﬁ Rosati presented his plea
at the council and Bishop Rese would have concurred had he not been

too 111 to attend:

", ..dn ¥ay, 1837, Monsignore Rosati proposed to
his brethren in the Episcopacy to ralse the small
but rapidly growing city of Dubuque into an Epis-
copal See of one new Diocese formed out of the
vast Territory of lows, which was then part of
Wisconsin, The assembled Fathers of the venerable
Council gave their approbation, and in the following
August, 1t was recognized and confirmed with other
Aets of that by the Apostelic See; and the Very
Reverond Mathias Loras, was appointed with solemn
decres by the same Apostolic aAuthority, first
Blshop of the new See," 48

48, Rev, Samuel C, Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 201,

The above facts are corroborated by another writer:

*n the 22nd of April, 1837, the Fathers of the
Third Provineial Council of Baltimore, at the
reguest of Bishop Rosati, petitioned the Holy
Father, Pope Gregory AVI, that Dubuque be made
an eplscopal see, having for its diocese all that
portion of the Territory of Wisconsin which lies

tween the Mississippi River and the east bank
of the iilasouri." 49

49+ Rev. John Rothensteiner, op, eit., 599.

The Diocese of Dubuque was offiecially established by Pope Gregory
the XVI, on July 28, 1837. The priest selected as first bishop of the
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new see was the Hev, Mathias Loras, who had labored for several years
in the diocese of liobile, He was a native of Lyons, Frence, His
father, because of his stanch faith, had been killed during the French
Revolution. Rev, Mathias Lores was consecrated in the Cathedral of
liobile by Blehop Portier on December 10, 1837. Since there was but
one priest in the newly ¢reated diocese, Bishop Loras set oub for
Franes to secure auxiliaries and means for his new province, 50

Wt John ﬁy M’ % &E&, 1113?02“7031

The Dominican missionary had built up & diocese and had everything
prepared to¢ receive his new bishop as may be seen in a letter of Seplen-
ber 1, 1837:

"1 have already dons all that was possible for me

to do conceming the welfare of religion in this
country. The church of Dubuque iz worthy of being

& cathedral, I have cbtained the claims of about

three acres of land joined to the lot of the church." 51

5. Rev. John Heothensteiner, op. cit., 599.

Cathedral and Church property were maiting for the saintly bishop
to takte possession of a frontisr dioccese of limitless prairies and
forestes, The miessicnary's seal had kept paoce with the rapid growth
of the eity, which from an Indian camp in 1833, when the first cabin
was reised, had grown to number three-thousand souls of whom fifteen
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hundred were Catholics. 52 Through his influence and labors from

52. Rev. Mathias ¥, Hoffmann, Centennial History of the Archdiocese of

Dubuque 18371937, 5.

1835 to 1837, the priest had wrought a marvelous change, The humble
village had been found worthy to be raised %o the honor of an epis-
ocopal see. Not only one parish had been organized during the short

time of two years, but of many more the foundation had been laid,

and were to form a part of the new diocese.

Thus cnce more, Father Haszsuchelll was instrumental in setting
up a bishopric on the outskirts of civilization, giving thereby the
Church a most advanced position to preserve and propagate the faith

and diffuse heor culture,

Father Hoffmann does not seem to dlacern Father Mazsuchelli's
influence in the erection of the Dubugue Diocese for, in referring
to the miasionary on this point, he remaried:

",...any secret hopes that he may have entertained
for the erection of a province of St. Thomas of
Aquin west of the Miasissippi were blasted by the
rather sudden announcement of the formation of
the new diocese of Dubuque the very year follow-
ing this correspondence,” 53

53. Rev. M. Hoffmann, Church Founders of the Northwest, 79.

The letter to whieh Father Hoffmann made reference was written

in 1836 and was a reply tc his Master General who encouraged him to



work for the order. As a loyal son, it was only natural for the
Dominican friar to write as he did to his Spiritual Pather:

*This country tends to becomes populsted with
extraordinary rapidity, and if the Catholic reli-
gion is not established now, it will be almost
impossible to establish it there after s few years.
This is the reason I have always desired to remain
in the West which 1s growing every day and is
entirely without priests, and because there is so
much to suffer and to do...I} was impossible for
me to work for the Crder under past circumstances,
Now that Your Paternity encourages me greatly, I
shall do my utmost," 54

54. Rev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Letter, in Saint Clara Convent Archives,
Sinsinawa.

In the same letter Father Maszzuchelli intimated that if the project
of a Dominican province would be proposed to the bishop he would not
ocbjeet to 1t because that section would scon be cut off from his juris-

diction, and would be a great relief to the bishop. 55

55. Ibid,

To the missionary apostolic a province was but another way of
propagating the falth., This same motive is indicated in the reply
of the Master Genersl, Most Rev. H. Cipolettl, C.P. Referring to
the future province to be called that of St. Thomas, the Master General
writes:
"This name will contribute not a Jittle toward
encouraging the priests in this remote part of
the world to study his holy doctrines which will

be the guide of their faith and which will feil
the efforts of the incredulous and of the heretics
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which threaten it over there." 56

56, Most Bev, lyacinthe Cipoletti, Letter, Saint Clara Convent Archives,
Sinsinawa,

Since the Church had acted on the missionary's petition of creating
a new diocese, a provinee was nc longer an urgent necessity for the
preservation of Catholieism. The erection of an episcopacy formed,
80 to say, a bulwark against the dangers that threatened the faith.
To Father Magzuchelll, for the present, a diocese was of greater ser
vice to religion than a Dominican province, in fact, he was anxiously
awaiting the arrival of his new bishop., He wrote thus to Bishop Rosati:
"] am really vexed that Bishop Loras will not be
back in the spring...In a few days I shall write

to the Master General who will be pleased to make
the acquaintance of my Bishop." 57

57. Rev, S.C. Magsuchelli, Letter, (excerpt) St. Louls Archd. Archives,

Further he expressed the wish: "one day to receive the new bishop

without any debtas". 58

58. Rev. S.C. Mazsuchelli, "Letters®, Ill, Cath, Hist, Rev., I1II:138.

ALl the foregoing cltations prove that Father Maszuchelll was

not in the least disturbed or disappointed when the announcement of
the new diocese came, If he had in mind the founding of a Dominican

province in that part of the territory, it could not have been in
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confliet with the creation of & new diovese, on the contrary, one

would have supported the other,

How did the news of the announcement of the new dicscese effect
Father Magsuchelli?

"In June of 1837, the Dominicen missioner received
from Bishop Resati a piece of news 'which caused
him & very great joy'. IL was the news of the
ereation of the new diocese of Jowa, with its
episcopal seat at Dubuque, and with Mathias Lores
as its first Bishop. This news accentuated, if

s the already fervent work of Father
Hagsuchelli.” 59

59. Reve M M. KOffmnn, srer Foymd

Receiving notice of the erection of the Dubugue diocese in the
summer of 1837 and the appointment of Vicar Ueneral of the new Frovince,
Pather Mazzuchelli pressed the work of evangelization most assiduounsly
in all three atates., To the south of Dubugue and Galens he organized
the new parishes of Davenport, Roek Island, and Savannah; to the
northesst in the ¥isconsin Territory he traveled as far as Madison
and other new towns for the purpose of opening up new congregations,
Although seriously i1l for thraa weeks in January of 1838, the whole
month of February was spent in visiting the Catholics scattered through~
cut the Wisconsin Territory. Gratiot Grove, New Diggings, iineral

Point, Shullsburg, Dodgeville, and Diamond Grove were the prinecipal
stations where, in private homes, the Mass was celebrated. "Preach-
ing was carried on and many of the faithful received the Sacrements,”



143

¥any Protestants of the neighborhood assisted at the divine services. 60

60. Rev. Samuel C. Hazzuchelli, Hemoirs, 214; Rev. Mathlas Hoffmann,
op. cit., 82, Both sources cite the miesionary's activities.

Father Mazzuchelll preached and instructed the faithful wherever
his priestly ministrations were carried, Already in 1836 he assembled
the youth of Dubugue for instruction in an unfinished rcoom under the

sanetuary of St, Raphael's Church, 61

61; Sister i%mry, LPe Qltﬁa; a7.

The faithful there likewlse, corresponded tc his zeal, so that
the spiritual progress was visible. In 1839 on the Feast of Pentecost,
the missionary noted that, almoat without exception, the lukewarm and
negligent Catholics returned ot the Sacraments. Moral conduct visibly
improved in those who hitherto led lives unworthy of a Christian., In

general nearly all Catholics led exemplary, virtuous lives. 62

62, Rev. Samuel C. Mazguchelli, Memolrs, 242-243.

#hat had the one priest aceomplished up to the time of the arrival
of Bishop Loras? Father Mazsuchelli briefly summarized his apostolic
labors from 1835 to 1839:

"Before the arrival of Right Reverend Bishop Loras
with a few priests, there were already three temples
to the Lord whereln the Holy Sacrifice was offered;
the truths of Catholic Doctrine had been the subject
of very many sermons and famillar instructions in
many places of the vast mission fleld. The people
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in general observed the laws of the Church; the
prejudices and mistaken ideas of Protestants against
the dogmas and practices of the true Heligilon had
been overcome in part. DBesides sll this there was
the visible improvément in the dailly lives of many
who had once been careless Catholics." 63

63. Rev. Samuel C, Mazzuchelli, Hemoirs, 236.

Before we consider Father Hazzuchelli's influences directly con~
nectsd with the development of Bishop Loras' diocese, there is yet
ancther phase of his activities which here deserves attention. These
are his civic and social influences., He had been a prominent social
figure on the frontier long before the coulng of Blshop Loras. iWith
all his remarkable plety and extrsordinary humility, Father Mazzuchelli

combined a rare talent of publicity man.” 64 This quality greatly

64. Rev. Vicoor F, ('Daniel, Dominican Province of Saint Joseph, 219.

accentuated his influences in public life.



Chapter IV

Civic and Social Influences on the Frontier

City of Davenport

firiters at times have stated that Father Mazzuchelli made the
plans for the city of Davenport, After some research on that assertion,
it must be concluded that there is no historical data to substantiate
that fact, though not a 1little may be inferred and deduced from read-
ing his Memoirs showlng that he might have had some influence in the
planning of that city. To understand the problem under discussion,
a pioture of the site and its proprietor previous to the coming of

the missionary may not be out of piace here,

Antolne Le Claire, was the son of a French trader who had estab-
lished a trading post in Milwaukee in 1808, Governor (lark had the

youth educated in the English language in order to be of service to
the government as an interpreter. intoine Le Clalre, knowing not
less than twelve Indian dialects, was present as an interpreter in
8ll important Indian transactions. In this capacity he served in
1832, when the Unlted States purchased of the Sac and Fox tribes the
territory west of the HMississippi River., It was at the conclusion
of this treaty that Keokuk presented to Antoine Le Claire's wife,
grand-daughter of a Sac Chief, a section of land on condition that
he built there on the spot where the treaty was concluded a house
for his famlly. Thie condition he fulfilled even though other sections
were given to him by the Sacs. The treaty was ratified by Congress
the following winter, 1In the Spring of 1833 Mr. Le Claire put up a
145



1ib
small building in the then Fox village. The Sac and Fox Indlans left
in the fall of 1834 for the Cedar River. It was at the Le Claire's
house that religious services were held "seml~occasionally®, 1

1. Franc B, Wilkie, Duvenport Past and Present, 168, 37.

The minister of these services was no other than the traveling
missionary, Father Mazsuchelli, ministering to the one Catholic family.
Father Hoffmann states that the Dominican Friar met Mr. Le Claire who

was operating the ferry across the Misslssippl as early as 1835, 2

2. Rev, Mathias 1, Hoffmann, Church Founders of the Northwest, 79.

¥r. Parish says: "He carried his religious administrations to

Antoine Le Claire upon the site of Davenport before that town existed”, 3

3. John C, Parish, The Falimpsest, I1:106.

The above dates prove thai Father Hazzuchelll had met Mr. Le Claire
before the site of a town was lald out. The strongest proof, however,
is his own: "Une who saw in 1835 the tepees of the poor Indians dotting
the verdant plain, and sees it now covered with new buildings of brick".
Father agein states that he stopped there on his return trip from St.

Louis in April of 1836 to minister to the one Catholic family at
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Davenport. 4

4. Hev. Samuel C. Mazzuchelll, MNemolirs, 193.

His description of the town throws much light on the probability

that he helped make the plans:

#It was in 1836 that ¥r. Le Claire began to convert
his estate into a city, which he named Davenport,
which was first designed upon a map with the streets
straight and of noble breadth, leaving at regular
intervals spaces for squares and public buildings,
with a broad spacious expanse on the river front
for commercial purposes.® 5

5. Rev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 190-191.

Father Hazsuchelll does not state that he made the plans, neither
does he tell in his Memolrs that he made the plans for the Church, The

latter fact he mentioned in a letter to Bishop Rosati in 1837 "Mr. Le
Claire will probably build a very nice brick Church of which I made
the plan”. This is a proof that not all hils works are recorded in
his Memoira. 6

6. Illinois Cathollc Historical Heview, III:135.

Prom his description of the town, "which was first designed upon

a map", can be inferred that the deéigrmr of that map may have been, in

all probability, Father Mazzuchelli, who would do that favor for his
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devoted friend, ¥r. Le Claire. His Memoirs show that he was skiliful
in the art of map drawing. The idea of "streets straight and of
noble breadth” was not a frontier idea since most of the frontier

towns were left to chance to develop after the lots had been once

surveyed and sold by speculators. That there were many speculators
around, we have the words of a contemporary:

"Hany speculators and others desiring to enjoy
the advantages offered to the first settlers in
a new country, in 1836 bought an immense tract
of land near the new city of Davenport, and many
and various were the freme houses reised there
before the spring of the next year." 7

7. Rev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 191,

The following statement, "leaving at regular intervals spaces for
squares and public bulldings, with a broad spasciocus expanse on the river

front for commercial purposes,” is an indication that it was drawn by
an experienced and c¢ultured hand; one who was well acquainted with
culturally and commerclally advanced citles; one who grasped the ad-
vantageous position of the site of Davenport to be. A man like ¥r.
Le Clalre who had lived at fur trading stations, and on the borders
of civilization all his life, could not have had such ideas unless
they had been suggested to him, He had no understanding of busineas
formalities since Father Magzuchelll in one of his letters remarks,

“dr Le Claire has the msans and the generosity, but is unable to make
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contracts and does not understand building". 8

8. 111, Cath, Hist, Review, III:135.

Further, "His faith did not let him forget the cause of Religion,
for in the city he was planning he devoted a aguare in an advantageous

position for the erection of a Church”. 9 This atatemeni reveals Wr.

9. Bev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 191.

Le Claire's devotion to his faith, No doubt the missionary had a hand
in it as to the suggestion how much the Church would need for her
temporal welfare, since there again, Le Claire was inexperienced, but

the good will and genercosity was his., Rev. J.F, Kempker says, "The

site was secured through the efforts of Very Rev. Samuel Masguchelli®, 10

10, Annals of Towa, VI:ll5.

From this last statement it may be inferred that Father Magzzuchelli

had a great influence in the making of the plans.

The following paragraph shows how the organization of the town
took places

"In the fall of this year (1835) a company was
formed for the purpose of purchasing and laying
out a town slte. They met at the house of Col,
Davenport on Rock Island to discuss the matter,
The following gentlemen were present: Maj. vwm.
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Gordon, Antoine Le Claire, Col. Geo. Davenport,
Maj. Thos. Smith, Alex YcCGregor, Levi S, Colton,
and Fhilip Hambaugh., These gentlemeny and Capt,
James May, then in Pittsburg, composed the company
which secured the site, and set in motion a train
of circumstances, whose result is, a beautiful
and flourishing clty...In the spring of the next
year, (1836) the site was surveyed and laid out
by #aj. Gordon, United States Surveyor, and one
of the stockholders...It included thirty-six
blocks, and six half-blocks.” 11

11, Franc B, Wilkle, Davenport Past and Present, 32-33.

The above is a brief account of the origin of the city of Davenport
and there is not anything in it that would be contradictory as to the
inferrence that Father Haszuchellli's presence influenced the planning
of the ocity. The missionary was at Le Claire's home in the spring of
1836 when the site was surveyed and laid out by the U.S. Surveyor, and
so ¢ould have made the plan or designed the map. He was thers again
the following spring 1837, "detained three weeks on the west side of

the Misslasippi®, 12

12, Ill, Cath, Hist. Review, III:13L.

¥r. J.A. Birehard in one of his speeches pictures the site of
Davenport in July of 1836, "I first crossed the Mississippi in a
canoe nearly where the bridge now stands...You, Hr. President (Mr.

Le Claire), and your ferry-man, Mr. Colton, were the only settlers
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in Davenport." This proves that during tbs‘vsummr of 1436 the members
of Mr. Le Claire's household were the only inhabitants. "The immigra~

tion this year was smalle~only some half dogen families coming in." 13

13. Franc B. wWilkie, op. git., 3h4.

If there is no historical evidence for Pather Mazzuchelli's civie
contribution, there is an historical basis for his religious contri-
bution_w‘tm city of Davenport and this can not be ignored. Davenport
owes not a little of its importance to the fact that it is an episcopal
see. To this honor it was raised in 1881, and the one who was indirect-
ly responsible for this dlocesan ses was Father Mazsuchelli, even

though he had been dead for many years.

Diocese of Davenport

Before the divieion of the diocese of Dubuque, there had been
mach discussion as to the location of the new See City. Une party
wanted Council Bluff, the other Davenport, The latter group, pressing
the clalms for Davenport, argued, that aside from a larger number of
parishes in the city and the whole Davenport section, the possession
of the "Church Square” and other property in Davenport, "could be
used by the bishop for his support, as well as for the support of the
diocesan institutionsa”, 14 Upon this proposition the Propaganda

14. Charles F, Griffith, "The Erection of the Diocese of Davenport”, Mid-
Ameriea, IIT:339
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delidberated, reaching a final decision in favor of the c¢ity of Davenport.
This is evinced in a letter from the Propaganda in Rome which reads as

follows:

".+othe question coming on for final declsion and
in view of the fact that the income that was received
from said "Church Square” and other property could

be used by the Bishop for his own support and

for the support of Diccessn institutions, and for
other minor reasons, Davenport was ghosen for the
new Episcopal See,” 15

15, Charles F. Griffith, ps Qi&a’ IT1:339.

Ancther statement corrcborates the above:

SPurther, it is evident from the letter of His
Eminence Cardinal Ledchowsky, Prefect of the
Propaganda, dated December 2ist, 1899, and now
in your possession, that the Propaganda, at some
periocd during the pendency of the case for the
division of the diocese of Dubugue, and prior

to its final decision did dee¢ids the question at
issue in this case in favor of the Bishop, other-
wise why should the records of the Propaganda show
that one of the reasons for establishing the new
See at Davenport was because the income from the
“Church Square” might be used by the Bishop for
the benefit of his diocese." 16

l&o m_v 111:33?"31;0.

The Iowa Catholic Historical Review has the following statement:

"3ince about 1865 mesningful efforte had been made
toward establishing of a second diocese in Jowa.
Rot until 1821, however were they successful., It
soems the ocrux of the question was the location
of the Sees City. Authentic records disclose the
oontest betwesn Davenport and Council Bluffs,
H#ithout doubt the determining factor was the
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possession of a 'Church Square’ in the city of
Davenport. That Church Squars spoke audibly in
favor of material support for the new bishop in
Iowa," l?

17, C.F, Griffith, Jowa Catholic Historical Review, IV:i49.

Fatheyr Magzuchelli's conbtribution lies in the fact that he was

instrumental in acquiring the famous "Chureh Square' about which so
mich controversy centered when the growth of Catholicity demanded a
division of the one diccese in Iowa, The deed for the property, dated

December second, 1839, bears Father Mazzuchelli's signature., 18 It

18, Mid-america, II11:339., The deed is reprinted in a footnote.

proves that he secured legal title to the "Church Square”, thus putting

the Chureh in permanent possession of that valuable plece of property.

The deed of the "Church Square”, Jjust referred to is not the only
documentary source in favor of Father Mazsuchelli's contribution.

Father Kempker, an authority of early Church history in Iowa,
confirms what has already been stated:

"An ¢ld and very interesting landmark of that promising
clty is the church organization formed with the be-
ginning of the town on the sa¢red place which was
named on the old city plat, *Church Square',..It is
spoken of everywhere in the State in the narrations
of pionerr lore, and there is a hallowed cham in
the contemplation of this old church square.

"The site was secured through the efforts of
Very Rev, Samuel Mazzuchelll, together with several
early Catholiec settlers, and now lies in the heart of
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the eity.” 19

19+ Rev, T.F. Kempker, "Very Rev, J.A.M, Pelamourgues, V.G.," Annals of
lowa, VI:ll5.

Freviously to the date, on which the deed was signed, December 1,
1839 Father was active in Davenport putting the Church on a sound finan-
cial basis, This is confirmed by a meeting held on December 1, 1839,
the purpose of which, as documents show, was to regulate Church accounts.
The following resolutions were then adopted:

"l. Resolved, That a Board of Three Trustees be
regularly elected by the Congregation, 10 open a
subseription, colleet its amounts, and pay all
standing debts incurred for the purchase of the
ground and for the bullding of 35t. Anthony's Church
of Davenport.
2. Resolved, That the Trustees be elected for the
term of three years, and that after sald peried,
a new election of Trustees shall be made,
3. Resolved, That the Rev, John A, Pelamourgues,
Antoine LeClaire, and Geo. L. Davenport, be the
Trustess of the Catholic Congregation of Davenport
and vicinity, for the purpose and time above men-
tioned.

Samuel Mazguchelli, Secretary” 20

20. Franc B, Wilkie, Davenport Past and Present, 73.

The above account shows Father Mazzuchelll's relentless efforts
in not only building churches and organizing parishes but also of
ensuring the faith for future days by sound principles both material-
1y as well as spirituslly.

To understand his underlying motives for his zealous endeavors
to establish not only parishes but dioceses as well, we gquote from his
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Memolrs o prove his sincerity:

“That motive, however, which more than any other
sontributed to increase the nuwber of dioceses
wag the progress that the Faith has always made
by means of such dlstribution of the Apostolate.
In truth, since the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy is

a3 Divine Institution, we must believe that it i
needed for the spreading of the Gospel: therefore
where by reason of great distance, this Hierarchy
becomes like something unreal, almost unfelt by
members far frem its centre, then, indeed, is
there need to multiply bishoprics, for thus are
evangelical laborers multiplied, then is plety
reanimated, then is ralsed up & new opponent to
error, and the Faith living and luminous, makes
new gonquests with yet greater ardor, with swift-
ness, with unwearied effort." 2L

23, Rev, Samuel C, Mazzuchelll, Memoirs, 204~205.

If the erection of bishoprics was of supreme importancd to the
propagation and consolidation of the faith, ‘the acquisition of Church
property was not a minor factor in aiding tha temporal welfare of the
Chureh. Father Mazsuchelll notes its importance:

HIf a Blshop of a new Dlocese was able to do nothing
more than to prepare the way for Rellgion by the
acgquisition of Church property, he would accomplish
& great work, and would deserve the esteem and
veneration of his successors. In this reapect the
Diocese of Dubuque ias happlly provided for; within
& few years she has secured posseassion of valuable
land in all the young ocities.® 22

22. Ibid,, 207.

Thus in preparing the way for religicn, the acquisition of church

property by a blshop is worthy of the esteem and veneration of his
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sucgessors. In that light, how much credit and honor is due then to
Pather Mazguchelll who secured so much property for the Church before
& bishop ever set foot into that territory. Regarding this fact,
may he not have the "esteem and veneration of his successors", by
acwrdiixg to him the honor of having laid the foundation for the Dio-

cese of Davenport.,

Iows City

In January of 1839 the First Legislative issembly of the Terri-
tory appointed a commission to select a site within the limits of
Johnson County upon which to locate the seal of government. it the
place thus selected the commissioners were ordered to found a town to
be called Jowa Uity. The site selected in May of 1839 by the commis-
sioners was still in a state of wilderness where, but a few miles to
the south, were emcamped thousands of Indians. However, two months
later, July 1, 1839 the surveys were begun by Thamas Cox and John
Frierscn, ¥r. L. Judson was appointed to draw the necessary plats.
Chauncey Swan, the acting conmissioner, in his reports to the Assembly
remarks that the surveys were slow and cumbersome and that only two~

thirds of a days labor could be performed, 23

23, Benjamin P, Shambaugh, Jows City, 5-6, 26, 27.

tho made the plans for the new Capital City? This honor is con~
tested by several writers, the majority of whom -aftribute the plan
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to Father Mazzuchelli. Many arguments stand in faver of this omni~
present frontier missionary, although non-Catholic writers do not
give credit to him, and that perhaps, because the act was not written

in the public records.

Benjamin Shambaugh supports Judson and eomments on his plan:

L. Judson's plan of Iowa City as drewn by him
in 13839, and laid out by the surveyors, was ap-
propriate for a capital city. The streets run
directly east and west, and nearly the whole of
the town on the east, It was designated "Capitol
Square,” being speclally reserved as a site for
the public bulldings." 24

2L, B‘nm r. 31%3\!8*\, Zom G;t*xp 30.

The Boston Pilot in 1913 paid tribute to Father Mazzuchelll as
THe oity planner, saying that he "not only planned the Capitol but

also the city", 25

25, Sister ilosemary, op. oit., 87.

This sames statement ia confirmed by another writer:

%ghen the capital city was transferred from Burling-
ton to Jowa City, the ubiguitous priest was on the
Job, and not alone did he mark off the streets but
alsc drew the plans for the new capitol building.” 26

26, Joseph Gurn, "A Builder of the West", Columbla, VII:25,

Further corroboraticn of that fact is given by Joseph Fuhrmann,
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a resident of that locality for half a century, He contends that
Pather Maszzuchelll not only made the plans but even directed the sur-
veys, "...,it was he, who directed the surveys and made the plat of

the new capital city." 27

27. Joseph FPuhrmann, History of st. Mary's Church, 19.

The author's work is based on reliable sccounts as may be inferred
from hia sources. He mentions the following: "!'Catholic Frogress in
Iowa,! Rev, John Kempker; the State Historical Soclety; the chronicle
of the ¢ity papers; the kind words of worthy pioneers®, 28

28, Ibid,

These accounts show that the arguments are strong in faver of
Father Magzgzuchelli, An additional support which further corroborates
the forgeing suthorities is a plan of the City of lowa, which Bishop
Lores sent to the Propagation of the Faith Society of Lyona, January
20, 1841. It reads in part:

"You will find enclosed a plan of the Clty of Iowa,
which will give you an idea of the rapidity with
which the foreign populations spread over these
countries. Only eighteen months ago this locality
was a desert sixty miles from the great river,

The government chose this place as its capital.
There are over one~hundred sguares of ground
separated in the middle by an alley of twenty
feet. The astreets are eighty feet wide., lore
than six-hundred people have established them~
selves in them, a great many houses are buill

or are under construction. The capitel, you

can sec in the sketeh, will ornament a beautiful



159

public plaza, to which comes & street of one~

hundred and fifty feet in width., Already 150,000
francs have been employed on the construction and

it will only be completed after two years. HNear

there will be the park with a building for public
achools and two churches on sach side, viz,.,

Catholic, Episcopalian, Preshyterian and Methodist," 29

29, Rev. Mathias M. Hoffmann, Church Founders of the Northwest, 151,

The foregoing citation raises the question, where did Bishop
loras get his plan and who drew the plan? Again the answer can be
made by inferrence only. The historic map maker on the frontier at
this period was no other than Father Magzmuchelli, He was naturally
s0 obliging that he would want his Bishop to have a plan of the new
born capital elty. Thls fact also strongly supports the proposition

that Pather Mazzuchelli made the plans for Iowa City.
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Father Mazsuchelli's Influence on Civie Structures

Gapitol of JTowa Gity ‘

Who made the plans for the old State Capitol? Traditionally this
honor had been given to Father Masuuchelliy however, in modern times

that honor has besn contested,

A source quoted from Iowa Historical Record says:

John F. Rague was the architect; althoggh it is
sald that the Rev, Samuel Magzuchelll, a Catholie
priest at Dubugque, was the original designer of

the bullding,” 30

30. B‘nm F. Mﬁgh‘ l aitrxp 593 ; we Cath gﬂ-ﬂte Rﬂ?a. 19,

Both state the same,

H.¥, Lathrop speaks of the instability of Rague as a contractor

and says thats

"Rev, Samuel Mazzuchelll drew the plans for the
capitol bullding and John P, Rague was afierwards
architect, and had the contract for its eredtion,
but after doing about §10,000 worth of work, near-
ly completing the basement, he threw up his con~
tract and abandoned the work." 31

31, B, Lathmp, "“The Capitale and Capitols of Iowa", Iowa Historical
ﬁ_s 8 5 Iviloz.

Another writer states that Father Mazzuchelii made the plans, a
copy of which is stilli preserved by the Iowa State Historical 3oclety:

"The original plan of the bullding wes designed

by Pather Mazszuchelli, a Catholic priest, of

Dubucue, According to this plan, a copy of which
may be seen in the rooms of the Iowa State Historical

Society, two cupclas were to surmount the roof
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instead of one; and the porticos were to extend
along the entire front of the bullding. dJohn

¥. Hague and Co, obtained the contract to construet
the building, and the plans were somewhat altered.
After this company had received j10,000, for the
work which they had done, they threw up the con-
tract, and the acting commissioner, Chauncey Swan,
took charge of the work in persen." 32

32. H.G. Plum, "The Cld Stone Bullding®, lowa Historical Record, XII:Al9.

This eitation plainly points to the source of confliet:; the ori-

ginal plan was somewhat ehanged in the course of construction.

The same thought is re-stated by Kenneth Colton:

#ihile 1t may be true that the final plans accord-
ing to which the bullding was bulit were not those
of Father Magszuchelll, his friendly terms with the
members of the legislature, the desire on the part
of &ll that the structure be worthy of the terri-
tory, and Pather Mazsuchelli’s known skill, to-
gether with his frequent visits made to Jowa City
in the course of the bullding of S5t., Mary's suggests
the more prebeble nature of his contributions." 33

33, Kenneth P, Colton, "Father Mazguchelli's Iowa Mission", Annals of
lowa, XIX:303.

A very reliable authority, a contemporary friend of Father Mazzu~
chelli, confirms the above account saylng: "the first legislature of
Jowa engaged him to draw a plan for their new capitol which cost $120,
000", 34

34, AT, Portape Reglster; John W, Wyngarrd, Des loines Sunday Reglster,
2+ Both state the same.
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The last statement is probably the earllest in print. It was

published in 1864, in an eastemn newspsper on the oceasion of the

death of Father Hazzuchelli.

Cyrenus Cole, in his History of the People of Jowa commends the

Itallan architect:

#Tradition has attributed the design of the buillde
ing (the (ld Capitol) to a Catholic missionary, an
Italian scholar who understood architecture, Samuel
Charles Magzzuchelli, There is no record of his
services in the matter, and he does not mention
them in his own Memoirs, but the bullding itself

is perhaps the best evidence of his mental presence;
the bullding is classical, not western." 35

35. Cyrenus Cole, Towa, 150; lows Cath, Hist,

RGM, I 119 .

Benjamin F. Gue in his History of Iowa, attributes to the mission=-
ary the general design of the Capitol: "The plan for the Capitol was
made by Rev. Samuel Mazsuchelll and John Rague was the first architect,
The cornerstone was laid July 4, 1840, and an address was made by Gov.

Lucas,® 36

36, Benjamin F. Gue, History of Jows, I:2l4; Jowa Cath, Hist, Review,
I:19., Both state the same.

Benjamin Cue should be an authority on that question since he
came to Iowa in 1853 and his information may have been based on direct
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te 5*&.@&3’ . 37

37. Cyrenus Cole, op, cit., 150, footnote.

The same holds true of Father Hannon's statement that Father
Mazzuchelll “Ymade the plans for the Uld State House at Iowa Clty".
It should be noted that Father Hannon was stationed at St. Mary's

Church from 1852 to 1855, 38

38. Jowa Cath, Hist, Review, 19; Rev. John Rothensteiner, op, git., 607,
_has the same statement.

Father Hoffmann in his article on "John Francis Rague" notes that:

"4 persistent tradition has made an artistie Italian
missioner, the Dominican priest, Samuel Charles
Mazguchelli, the designer of the plans of '0ld
Capitol', but cold historical facts make John
Prancis Rague the constructing architect of that
exquisite, old State house, the pride of Classic
Iowa," 39

39. Rev. Mathias ¥, Hoffmann, "John i’rmcia Rague~Pioneer Architect of

Iowa®, Annals of Towa, XIX:4hh; His, -Ma of History, XII:110, has
the same article.

¥Mr. H.V. Gildea a contemporary and co-worker of Father Mazzuchelli
makes the following statement:

"Father iazzuchelll was considered to be an architedt
of conslderable note; he drafted the plans for the
State house, which however were not adopted because



he could not stay for their execution.® LO
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4O, Jows Catholic Historical Review, I1:21.

The Jowa Catholic Historical Review evaluates (ildea's wiew in

the following summary:

9l, Gildea informs us that Father Mazzuchelll
drafted plans for Uld Capitol., That statement
from a contemporary and co-worker of Father Yazzu~
chelll must be consldered important, it should

be remembered that (ildea was located in Jowa City
for one year previous to the winter months of 1842,
By that time the Capitol building was able to ac-
commodate the Legislative Assembly and the territor-
ial offices, The point to be remembered is that
Father daszuchelll actually dmafted plans for the
Uld Capitol,

2. The Mazsuchelll plans were rejected. With that
statement goes the necessary implication that

plans other than those were adopted. That is
sufficient explanation for the appearance of John
?. Rague's name as architect of the building,

3. The reascn for the refection of Father Yazsu~
chelli's plans ls given, 'Because he could not
remain for their execution.! 4 study of Father
Mazgzuchelli's Memoirs makes evident meny interests
elsevhere, bubugue, Burlington, Muscatine, and
Galena were claiming his attention during the
years imnediately following the adoption of plans.
Although it seems a certainty that Abbe Pelamourgues
attended Iowa City during 1840 and the years follow-
ing, it is quite conceiveble that Father lazgu-
chelli was not a visitor there often enough to

keep in touch with the oonstruction of the Cld
Capitol.

4. The Glldea statements do not cover the very
important matter whether any part of Father Hazzu~
chelli's plans was incorporated. The loose threads
of the apparent Maszzuchelll contribution are not
dram together for us by ¥r, Gildea." 41

K. Ibid.



165

Cyrenus Cole, in A History of the People of Iowa, supports

the tradition that Father lMazgzuchelli made the plans for the Capitol
as previously stated, but in a later work of 1840, the missionary's
authorship is refuted:

"Later those whe saw the beautiful bullding which
had been reared in the wildemmess out of crude
materials with primitive tools sought to account
‘for its beauty by attributing the design to a
learned and artistic Italian who had visited in
Burlington and Iowa City while the Capitcl was
under construction. This Italian was the Rever-
end Sammel Charles Mazwuchelll, a Dominican missione
ary priest who had come all the way from Hilan to
serve his church in the wilderness along the Mig-
sissippi River. He was easily fitted into the
plcture, He was a man of many talents, and one
of his talents was architecture., He had built
many churches in Iowa,..,In time the legend that
the priest had designed the Stene Capitol was
accepted as an historical faet.® 42

42, Cyrenus Cole, Jowa Through the Years, 140.

Similarly, Benjamin Shambaugh's statements are contradictory, for
in a later work, attributed to him, he calls the tradition s myth:

"Legend attributes the planning of the (Uld Stone
Capitol to Father 3amuel Charles Maszuchelli, a
Dominican missionary priest who pionesred in re-
ligion on the Iowa frontier between the years
1830-186). Devout, resourceful, and public spirited,
Father Mazzuchelll went about doing good, but the
common assertion that he concelved the classic

form of the Cld Stone Capitol is & myth.” 43

43. Benjamin F, Shambaugh, "The (ld Capitol Remembers", Palimpsest, XX:165.

Father Hoffmann, who made a eritlieal study on this topic basis
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his testimony on internsl evidences which confutes the inconsistancy
of the above two paragraphs:

"By cwmilative evidence the conclusion was reached
that at least three outstanding features of the (ld
Capitol,~--the unsupported winding staircase, the
cupola and the dome must be accredited to Father
Mazzuchelli.” ALl

bl Iowa Cathl Hist, Review, I:20

It is said that Father Uazzmuchelli's aasociation with the "Cld
Capitol® is strongly supported by tradition since 1864, when at Father's
death it was mentioned in almost all obltwary notices. It was never
questioned until the appearance of Professor B, Shambaught's publication
nGld Capitol Remembers" in which he attempts to destroy the tradition

by referring to it as the Mazzuchelll myth, This created quite a storm

of protest and from time to time the controversy is revived. L5

L5. Letter, iister M. Paschala, U.P., to Sister i, Donata, 3.35.M., Hov.
1k, 1945.

The above guoted internal evidences in favor of Father Mazszuchelli
having drawn the plans, may be further corrcborated by showlng that
the spiral steircase in the (ld Capitel is a duplicate of the cne
Father had built into the house he erected for Dubugue's first bishop,
Bishop Loras. Further, the "beautiful Altar carved by his hands“,
mentioned by Archbishop Ireland (Memoirs,xiv) and still preserved in
Saint Clara Convent, is the strongest support in favor of Father

#azzuchelli. For the detalls of that wooden tabernacle are similar
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to the details on the cupola of Uld Capitol. L6

46, Letter, Sister . Paschala, (.P., to Sister M. Donata, 35.5.4.,
November 14, 1945,

Civic Structures in Illinols and ‘Wisconsin

The memory of Father Mazzuchelli is gratefully preserved in other
public buildings besides the one at Iowa. His architectural influence

lives on in Illinois and Wisconsin.

H.V. Gildea, a co~worker of the frontier missicnary, claims that
Father Mazzuchelll alsc "fumished plans for the state house in Illincis

which Mr, Gildea believes were adopted”, 47

47. lowa Cath, Hist, Review, I:18.

If Father Mazzuchelll furnished the plans for the state house in
I1llinois, it does not seem to be a generally recognized fact, although
one writer remarked that there was much similarity between the two
state houses of Illineis and Iowa, Father Hoffmann states that the
Colonial Classical building in Springfield Illinois gave John F. Hague
such renown: ‘

“that he was asked to prepare the plans in 1839
for the firet capitol of Iowa, at Iows City,

based upon the design furnished probably by
Father 5.C. Mazzuchelli, that cultured Dominican.” L8

4. Rev, Mathias M, Hoffmann, "John F, Rague, Architect", Vis., Mag, of
Hist. A171:110.
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There is, however, more historical evidence of his authorship
in other public buildings of that state. The Court House and Market
House in Galena, Illinois were both designed by Father Maszuchelli.

A contemporary friend of the missionary wrote: "The supervisors
of John Davieas County, Illincis employed him to plan and superintend

the building of & large stone court house”, L9

19, J.A.T., Portage Hegister.

In 1932 the Hayor of Galena in a public address commended on the

missionary's architectural abllity saying:

"In 1839 Jo Daviess County needed a court house

and tumed to Father Mazwuchelll, who was noted

for his architectural ability, for assistance in
dealgning the bullding. Father Mazzuchelll designed
the court house which is still standing and in

use here although ite original beauty has been
hidden by a brick addition on the front." 50

50. Rev. J.T., Donshue, comp., St, Michael's Parish Centennial Jubilee, 60.

A transceript of a county dooument from the Court House Galena,
Jo Daviess, Illinois®, reproduced here, confirms Father Massuchelli's
role as architect:

CUUNTY COMMISSIONER RECORD
18381847
Jo Daviess County.

Saturday morning December 8th 1338

Urdered by the Court that John S. Slaymaker
and Samuel Mazzuchelli be appointed Engineers to
superintend and oversee the architectural work
which will be required in the building of & new
Court House for this County and that ¥r. Mazguchelli
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be allowed Cne hundred dollars for his services
as such superintendent.” 51

51. Document, daint Clara Convent irdhives.

About seven years later, 1845, when the city of Galena needed a
municipal building, Father Mazzuchelli again was asked to make the

plans. This structure, known as Market House, is still standing.

A comment made by the Hayor of Galena at the Centennial celebra-
tion is here quoted:

"The Harket Houee, while serving every practiocal
purpose was 3¢ designed and bullt that its sym-
metry of proportions today attracts the attention

- of architects everywhere and pictures of it hang
in the National Library as an outstanding example
of its period. At the time the Market House was
built--1845..,0alena became the greatest lead
exporting port in the world shipping out 54,500,
000 pounds that year." 52

52. Rev, J.T. Donahue, op, cit,, 60

A newspaper artic-: of May 28, 1932, Galena, Illinois, carrying
a notice of the renovation of this building, likewise commented on its

architestural features:

“At a speclal meeting of the city council on Friday
night, the services of Earl H., Reed, Jr., architect
of Chicago, were secured to work with the Market
House committee to restore the Market House to its
original lines and to thoroughly repair the structure.
The bullding was designed by FPather Samel
Mazzuchelli, at one time pastor of St. Michael's
church, and who designed many famous buildings,
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including the former Iowa capiteol, still standing
at Iowa City.

FPhotographs and drawings of the Galena Market
House are to be found in the Congressional Library
at vashington and will be exhibited at the Architects®
elub annual meeting in Chicago on June 14, as 1t is
regarded as one of the finest examples of its period
to be found.

The Market House was constructed in 1345 and
is still in active use as it houses the council
chambers, one fire company and the jall.

Some small additions have been made t¢ the
building in the psst and these will be removed and
the bullding restored to exactly the conditon of
18L5." 53

53. Galena Hews , ¢lipping.

In these two public buildings still in active use, Father Mazzu-
chellits architectural contribution lives on in the State of Illineois.

Mr. Holmes commending on Father's architectural ability, states
that many bulldings bear the lmprint of his architectural design--‘'some
even have the Itslian window porticos. Larly courthouses in Wisconsin

and Iowa were bullt according to plans furnished by him." 54

54. Fred L. Holmes, Badger Saints snd Sinners, 42.

The author does not mention any particular courthouse in Wisconsin,
but tradition ascribes the one at Dodgeville, Jowa County, #lsconsin to
Father HMazzuchelli. Une writer states that she heard old residents of

Dodgeville say that they knew, Father Mawzuchelli designed the courthouse
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there. 55

55. Letter, Sister M. Paschala, (.P., to Sister M, Donata, S.5.4¥,, March
1946.
3

Alex Carl CGuth remarks that this courthouse:

"ahows some refinements which are beyond the scope
of a layman's knowledge of the fine points of archi-
tecture. lie know that the Greeks tilted the cormer
columns of their temples inward at the top producing
the effect of greater solidity. It was a clever
optical illusion, Imagine this same refinement
occurring at a bullding located in the wllderness
and away from all centers of cullure and learning.
The columns at this courthouse have an inward in-
clination of 3 1/2 three and one-half inches at

the top...Rev, Samel Charles Mazzuchelli, a
Dominican friar, was an amateur architect of no

mean ability." 56

56. Alex. C, Guth, "Early Day Architects in Vilsconain®, ils Mag., of

Hist" 1821&2: ’

The Iowa County Courthouse at Dodgeville, wisconsin was built in
1859. There is a photograph of this Courthouse preserved in the Wis-

consin Historical Library. 57 It shows this classical edifice against

57. #isconsin Magazine of History, I1I:256.

& background of evergresns flanked on both sides by three venerable
pine or spruce trees. Four doric columns with a corresponding frieze
adormn the two-story building, the roof being crowned by an octagon
cupola. This setting certainly reveals a classical mind in the wilder-

ness of the sisconsin forests.



172
In conclusion it may be stated that Father Mazzuchellli's archi-
tectural contributions to the public are preserved not only in stone
and brick but drawings and pictures of his architectural skill are

preserved in State Libraries, and even in the National Library.

Father Mazzuchelli's Influence among Non-Catholics

{n the frontier Father Magzzuchelll acted as gusrdian of the Catho~

lic faith, for he was often called upon either to explain it or defend
it. Cn his long journeys he used convenient occasions to preach the
Truth in order to dlspell lgnorance and prejudice and so bring about

a better understanding among his non-Catholic friends,

At Davenpert in 1840, he responded to an invitation of presenting
an exposition of the "prineipal polints of controversy contested by
Protestants", For eight successive evenings he lectured on controver-
sial topics with good results. It brought about a betier understanding
of the Catholic faith, it strenghtened the faithful in the egangelical
truths, and sometimes, the well disposed persons took steps to enter

the Church, 58

58, Rev. amuel C. Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 267.

Several times he stopped in the village of Rockingham where at
one time for two evenings he preached to a large sudience of FProtestants,

Instead of taking offence at hearing their eondemnastion in the exposi-
tion of their own contradictory beliefs, they took a greater liking to
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the speaker. At Savannah, Illinois the missionary's expositions had
similar results. The following summer he agsin had the occasion many
times to preach to large assemblies of sectarians at the same villages,
choosing at this season, to deliver his discources in the open air

under the kindly shade of cak trees. 59

59. Rev, Samel C. Magzuchelli, Memoirs, 253.

In another village fifteen miles south of Galena, where the mission-

ary had preached many times, he had the consolation of bringing into

the bosom of the church, a mother with eight children. 60

60. Ibid., 263

Galena, the metropolitan of the lead trade, exercised s great
political and religious Infiuence at this period. The Catholic Church,
likewise commanding a marked degree of moral influence, was not alto-
gether free from sectarian attacks. To counteract thess erronecus
influences Father Mazsuchelli, in Cctober of 1839, inaugurated a series
of dogmatic discussions to which he invited the public to be present.
For ten successive days a large audience gathered daily for two hours
to listen to the Dominlean preacher's controversial sermons. The re~

sults were not altogether negative. That same autumn a highly educated

lawyer, his wife and daughter were received inte the Church, 61

61. Ibid,, 246~249.
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In the following three years, 1840, 1841, 1842 Father Maszuchelli's
controversial lectures were necessitated more or less by circumstances.
Gf the six different religious sects represented, one Angellcan minister
signaliged himself in hurling invectives against the Catholic Church
which the priest felt cbliged to confute. In the course of those years
he unfolded the whole history of the Reformation together with its chief
promoters and teaching of the various sects of the sixteenth century,
defending at the same time the position of the Catholic Church and her

dootrine,

These discources proved productive of much good on both sides.

They confirmed the Catholios in their faith and silenced their opponents.

Father Magzuchelli remarks:

“"God made use of thess words to call to the obser~
vance of Christisn duties many souls who had be-
gome cold and almost indifferent to Truth; more-
over other souls left the path of error to find
the unity of the Faith." 62

62, Rev. Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Hemoirs, 288-290,

In the year of 1842 while the mlssionary was at Iowa City he, in
the presence of large audiences composed of sectarians, held controver-
slal discoursss in order to "dispell as far as poesible the prejudices
arising from false religious education”, At this time there were sev-

eral converts to the falth, among them s mother of a family, who had
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been baptized by immersion ten years previocusly. 63

63. Rev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 275.

From the foregoing accounts it can be inferred that Father Mazzu-
chelli asimed at educating the public so as to dispell ignorance and

prejudice and diffuse the truth,

Father Magszuchelli further notes that there were several conversions
of Protestants to the Catholic Faith at Potosi, Of the baptisms admine
istered previcusly to 1839 he states that there were among the newly
baptized five adult Protestants and many ahiidron of non-Catholic perents.
Writing of Dubuque he remarks: “The Church of Dubuque csn glory in
receiving to its bosom more than sixty converts®, 64

64, Rev, Samuel C, Yazsuchelli, Memoirs, 234, 237, 2hk.

Un Father Massuchelll's preaching a contemporery friend remarked:
"He was the best speaker of hias day in the western country, very eloquent,

but not alwaya gaining his audience because he was too severet, 65

65, Jowa Catholic Hist., Rev., I:2L

This statement spoken by one of his close friends has in all probebility
some truth in it, It seems though, that this severity was not exercised

to such a degree that it became repulsive or that it was an obstacle
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to making converts, For the results of his apostolate showed that

he gained his hearers.

Father Magzguchelli's Influence on Temperance

In the introductory chapter of this paper it has already been
stated that the vice of drunkenness was all too prevalent on the
frontier, and, it may be added that from its indulgence, the Catholics
did not keep aloof. The faith even suffered seriously from it and
consequently it wss a hindrance to the propagation of the faith. Hore-
over, it made fruitless many of the instructions and discussions

carrisd on in defence of the truths contradieted by Protestants.

To remedy the evil, Father Mazzuchelll, an ardent advocate of
temperance, organized a “Catholic Total Abstinence Assoclation” for
the benefit of his parishioners. By 1839 the Soclety was functioning

in all his missions in Jowa, Illinois, and Wisconsin,

The temperance pledge was taken in the Church in order to
maike it more impressive., The members promised: "to abstain from
any intoxicating drink, unless used medicinally and by order of a
physician®, The promise was made either for life time or for a

certain number of years. 66

66~ Rev, 3amuel (, H&ﬁmﬁh‘m, Mem;g:g, %3‘-235¢

This Temperance Assoclation exerted a benevolent influence on
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its members and on society as a whole. A great number of sinners,
"haprdensd in vice for years”, made thelr peace with God after they
had given the promise of abstinence, In the various missions:

*piety actually made visible progress from day

to day, in proportion as the virtue of Temperance
won ita blessed victories among the people; peace
and plenty reigned in the families, Catholicity
won the respect and reverence of its very enemles,
and the Faith spread among the more sincere of
those outside the Church., Many of the Catholic
Irish abandoned entirely the dangerous traffic in
intoxicating drink and sought more honoreble means
of subsistence...Many of the Protestants preferred
~to Join the Catholie Society rather than those of
their own Churches, on account of the greater
reverence shown by the psople and the much higher
degree of influence, to which the virtue of Tem-
perance railsed many Irish citizens." 67

67. Rev,. Samuel C. m%m@hﬂnﬁ., Memoir 3 2832814,

The members of the Temperance Society were given a certificate
as a reminder of their promise., There is preserved in the Annsls of
Jowa a facsimile of one of these certificates entitled: "Temperance
Pledge taken by Father Mazzuchelli of a resldent of Jowa in 1840%,
Besides containing the formula of the pledge, it bears the following
signature in the handwriting of Father Mazsuchelll: "WILLIAM MURPHY
has taken the Total Abstinence Fledge for FIVE YEARS this 5th day of
NOVEMBER 1840, SAMUEL MAZZUCHELLI, President of the Assoclation in

BURLINGTON", 68

68, Annals of Iowa, X158-59,
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The foregoing account shows the salutary effects which resulted
from the Asscocliation. By it Father Maszzuchelli rendered no small
service to the socisl life on the frontier, to the family in particular,

and to the individusl persocnally.

Of this temperance movement inaugurated by Father Maszzuchelll,
one writer remarks: "He was one of the most ardent advocates of tem~
perance and organized temperance svcieties wherever he could &t a

period when liquor abuses were so flagran' as t¢ have aroused the

people to a need for action", 69

69. P,L. Seanlan,




The period when Father Mszmohélli wag the only priest on the
Upper Mississippi came to an end early in 1839, Bishop Loras retumed
late in 1838 from Eurcpe, where he had secured evangelical laborers
for his new diocese, Four French seminarians, twoe priests, and his
vicar genersl, whom he asked to retain while at Rome, composed the
bishop's immediate working force, Since the navigation season had
closed for the northern waters before the Blishop's arrivel at 5t. Louls,
he was delayed for a few months at that place, Up north, Father Mazzu-
chelli eould no longer restrain his ardor and, with the opening of the
river early in April, he vhurried down to meet the new bishop and escort
him to hils episcopal see., (n the twenty-first of April, 1839, the
prelate was solemnly installed in his csthedral, assisted by the Rev-
erends Joseph Cretin, Anthony Pelamourgues, and his vicar general,
Samuel Mazzuchelli, The latter missiocnary preached the sermon on
that solemn and momentous occasion, The lone priest's feelings and
emotions at this time we find expressed in his own words:

“And thus after four years of isolation and pri-
vations of soul, the Missionary found himself

surrounded by the sweet and edifying presence of
other evangelical laborers, not to be separated
from them except for the space of several months

while the duties of his ministry were calling
him to the remote stations of the wvast diocese," 1

1. Rev, Samuel C, Maszuchelli, Memcirs, 138~140

179
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Une author, in refersnce to this period of Iowa's history, wrote:
"The foundation for the work of the bishop was well laid by Father Mazzu-
chelli, a Dominican, the one priest...who had founded at Dubuque the

firat church on Iowa's soil®, 2

2, Johnson Brigham, Jowa, Its History and Its foremost Citizens, I:71.

Pather Lenehan described the situation of the new province upon
the bishop's arrival:

#In all the diccess there vwas the little chapel

of st. Thomas at Potosl, Wis,; the chapel of St,
James, Lee County, Iowa; the combination school,
church and dwelling, of 5t. Anthony, at Davenport;
the ehurch of S5t, Michael at Galena, Ill.; and the
“church of 3t, Raphael at Dubuque, which was to be
the cathedral--all of them the missionary creations
of the unwearing Father Mazsuchelll," 3

3. Rev. B.C, Lenehan, "Rt. Rev, Mathias Loras, D.D,, First Bishop of

") Ampals of Tow, IT1:585.

To the above mentioned parishes and stations Father Eempker adds

the Jesult Indlan mission at Council Hluff. He also gives the populse
tion of the territory: The Indians numbered about 30,000 and the white
inhabitants 43,000 of whom nearly 3000 were Catholics, 4

4., Rev, John F, Kempker, "C&tholie muiomries in the Early and in the
Territorial Days of Iowa®, Annal X: 58,

Bishop Loras appointed Father Cretin specially in charge of the
filnnebage Indlans and Father Pelamourgues of the Sac and FPox Indians,
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Father Hazzuchelli was assigned prinecipally the attendance at Galena,
and eventually the organization of new congregations at Burlington,
Iowa City and Muscatine; "bulldlng 5t, Paul's Ghurch at Burlington in
1839; St, Mary's Churech at Yowa City in 1841, and Uld Man's Creek the

same year, and celebrating divine services at Fort ladison in 1839". §

5. Rev, John F. Kempker, op, cit., 59.

Father Mazzuchelll Builds the Episcopal Residence

The immediate charge, however, which Bishop Loras entrusted to

the Dominican missicnary was the construction of an episcopal residence.
This was to house, not only the clergy but also the diocesan seminarians,
The new edifice became known as 5t. Raphsel's Seminary and holds the

honor of being the first college erected on Iowa's soil.

It is sald that on April 19, 1839 Blshop Loras stepped from a
steamboat into his tiny see city of Dubuque "college minded", if ever
a2 bishop was. "His versatile viear«geneml, Father Mazzuchelli, one
of the most capable architects in the iliest was fully as college minded
ag his bishop and was fully prepared for any building venture.” Equally
eocllege minded ware the leading Catholic citiszens of Dubuque e.g. Patrick
aigley and Peter Lorimier, and others whe wlshed to give their sons

a college education, 6

6. Rev, Mathlas ¥, Hoffmann, "St. Raphael Seminary", The Palimpsest, XX:197
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Father Magzuchelli's role as architect and superintendent on the
new brick structure was well employed. On Sunday he served his parish
at Galena, on Monday he was back at Dubuque working on the episcopal
residence., This building, forty by fifty feet, was ready for occupancy
by fall. It was large enough to "lodge seven priests by allotting

ons room Yo each™, 7

7+ Rev. Samuel C. Mezzuchelli, Hemoirs, 242.

On September 9, 1839, Father Mazsuchelli wrote to Pope Gregory, XVI:

"He have accomplished many things in the six months
since the arrival of the bishop..,The bishop has
built here the Seminary reccmmending to me, both
a8 its architect and as supsrintendent of worke,
the greatest economy. We have lived in the msan-
time in a very wretched and extremesly small log
house, having two rooms which served as atudy,

as bedroom, as drawing rooh and as kitchen," 8

8, Rev, M.u. Hoffmann, "St. Raphael Seminary”, The Palimpsest, XX:201.

The Jeminary was a combination bullding two stories high with
gerret housing the seminarians, and basement serving as kitchen, pantry,
and dining room, It stood at right angles with and close behind the
first Cathedral with which 1% was connected by a covered bridge. This
old bishop's house is in active use today, serving as late as 1899 zs

a school in charge of the Sisters of the Holy Ghost. 9

9. Annals of Jowa, III:586.
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In autumn of 1839 Bishop Loras ordained three of his seminarians,
sending one of these, Father Petiot as assistant to Father Mazzuchelli
at Galena, This enabled the Dominican priest to extend his activitiles
to Burlington, a city one hundred and eighty miles south from Dubuque.
It was not the number of Cathollics that prompted the missionary to
establish Catholicity in that place but rather the importance of its
location in the diocecese, In a city of twe~thousand inhsbitants, the
priest found only twenty-seven Catholies in the entire community, The
first Mass in Burlington was said on the seventeenth of December, 1839,
in the home of a poor German family., At this time Burlington was some-
what upset by the threatening war with the state of itisscuri so that

he found it inexpedient to organize the parish then. 10

10, Rev, Samuel C, Mazzuchelll, Memolrs, 252.253,

In 1840 the missionary returned to Burlington where he bullt the
church dedicating it to the Apostle Saint Paul. This was a brick
structure, fifty-five feet in length, '"with a basement to be used as

a dwelling for the priest and for a school®, 11

11, Rev, Samel C, Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 266,

Many were the journeys that Father Mazsuchelli made in 1840 be~
tween Burlington and his stations in Wisconsin for he had then in the
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progess of construction, St. Gabriel's Chureh at Frairie du Chien,
three hundred miles from Burlington. In the fall of 1840 Bishop Loras
loft for Mobile where he spent the winter, His vicar general accompanied
him through southeastern Iowa, They stopped at Burlington where the

bishop beheld the new brick church almost completed. 12

12, Rev, Samuel C, Masguchelli, Memoirs, 267-268,

Father lMazzuchelll had many influentual friends among the members
of the Jowa legislature which worked to his advantage., Through his
influence the senate held its session in the Catholie Church which
had not yet been consserated., By this act he cultiwvated not only a
kindly feeling toward Catholicimm, but reeceived a contribution of
five-hundred dollars and "considerable profits for the rent of sixty
days”. 13

BQ Rev. Samuel 0. K‘Wm’ m MQ

The other portion of "econsiderable profits" probably cams from
storage room rent: "The Rev, Samel C. Mazzuchelli was paid $60.00

for furnishing storage room for twelve menths for the furniture of

the legislature”, 14

14, Louls Pelzer, "A Minlature Frontier of the Forties", Jowa Journal
of History and Politiocs, XXIX:19.
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With the sum of money thus approbristed together with the con-
tributions of the faithful, the missionary was able to “cancel completew
1y the entire debt contracted for erecting the building®, The site

was purchased with the alms from the Propagation of the Faith, This
assoglation donated 34000, toward the cause of Catholieity in Burlingtom. 15

15, Rev. Samuel C, Mazzuchelli, Hemoirs, 268.

In the fall of 1842 the city of Burlingteon demanded the attention
of the priest due to the increase of Catholic immigration from abroad.
Father lazsuchelli spent the winter in that c¢ity organizing the St,
Paul's Paydsh and conducting missions, He had a large audience of
the most respectable and well educated Protestanta, A few of these
shortly after, embraced the Catholic Falth. In 1843 Reverend Healy

was appointed as resident pastor of 5t, Paul's Parish,

It may be here remarked that the bell for S5t. Paul's church was
brought to Burlington in 1842, This was the "first bell in scutheast
Jowa, and poseibly the first in Jowa", It was shipped from the "Foundry
at Pittsburg by Wm. CGarrett, and stlll bears the inascription *J, Pulton
Pitteburg 1842'". 16

16, Burlington Hawk-Eye, Historical Edition, 1925. (excerpt)




186

While Father Mazzuchelli was active at Burlington in December
of 1840, he heard of the legislative act, setting aside several lots

for ohurch purposea in the new Capital at Towa City. The only condie
tions for religious bodies to acquire one of these was that they bullt
thereon a church to the value of not less than $1000. Cn December 19,
1840 the missionary hurried to the new Capital to take advantage of
the offer, He handed over to the proper authorities the required se~
ourity of two thousand dollars and obtained for the cause of Catholiclty
two of the finest lots reserved for church bulldings. The following
day, December 20, 1840, the first Mass in Iowa City was celebrated in
the house of a German mechanic, Ferdinand Haberstroh, a mantel~piece
serving as an altar. COut of the thirty Catholic settlers, twenty-
eight were present. After Mass ths first dogmatic sermon in Johnson

County was preached in the hall of a small hotel., The next morning,
December 21, the holy sacrifice was offered in an unfinlshed log cabin
at 0ld Man's Creek, twenty-four miles west of Iowa City. 17

17. BRev. Saml C, Huzmchelli m;g, 2‘?3; Joseph Fuhrmann, Souyenir
, " ] gt Hary!s Church, 16. 'l‘helastaow

Since Bishop Loras was spending the winter in the South, Fether
Mazguchelli had to hurry north for the Christaas season to minister

to the faithful at Dubuque and Galena. From thence he returned again

to Burlington having traversed a distance of four hundred miles partly
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over the ice on the Misaissippi River.

Off and on he visited Iowa City and with the consent and approval
of the bishop made preparations for the bullding of a church under the
patronage of the Assumption of the Bleased Virgin Mary, "for, as she
is the patroness of the diocese, it was fitting, that %o her should

be dedicated the first church of lowats Capital”, 18

18, Rev, Sammel C, Mazzuchelll, wg; 274; Joseph Fuhrmann, _&&u
17. Both give the same subject matter.

n Juiy 12, 1841 Bisghop lLoras laid the cornerstone and Father
Mazzuchelll addressed the large gathering present on the subject of
the religious and even polltical advantages resulting from the practice
of divine worship. A pile of earth served as & pulpit for the spesker,
This brick edifice was a combination of church and school. Two small
rooms in the basement furnished living quarters for the priest. Divine
services were first conducted therein in the spring of 1843, For the
benefit of the parish, Pather Maszuchelll suggested the purchase of
eighty acres of land in the suburbs of Iowa City. Thie property was
used for a cemetery and a part of it furnished the fuel supply for the

congregation. 19

19. Rev. Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Memoirs, 276.

The building expenses for this church were in part defrayed by
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the Catholics of Iowa City who contributed about $600, partly in money
and partly in material and labor. The greatest aid, however, came
from the Propagation of the Faith, the Assoclstion donating about
£3,200 for the cause of that struggling parish,

20. Rev, Samuel C, Maszuchelli, Memoirs, 27.4.

The following extruct, taken from the Hetropolitan Almanac of 1842

and 1843 may be of interest:

Year - 1842
#Jowa City, Johnson county, the capital of Iowa
Territory, St. Mary's: A good briek chureh with
& basement for a school is now in progrees, and
will be opened for service in the apring of the
yoar. The ghurch is on a lot sometime since pro-
ecured for the purpose, and a clergyman will be
permanently located here; now visited by the
clergyman {rom Purlington.

Year - 1843
"Jowa City, Johnson county, St. Mary's.--A brick
bullding 60x39 feet with & good basement for
schools, The two lots on which it stands were
glven by an act of the leglslature of Jowa for
8 Catholic éhurch. Very RBev, 5,C. Magsuchelli,.” 2L

2l. Joseph Fuhrmann, op, cit., 2h.

Pather Mazzuchelli's :Ldu of chursh and school combined served
to great advantage on the frontier, The immigrants, who were attracted
by the charsh, found their religlous and sducational problems well
cared for, Therefore, the missionary who built thess c¢ombination
churches in Iowa, made Catholic education posaible there at an early
date.
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In the fall of 1844 when Father Anthony CGodfert was appointed
as first resident pastor, the parish numbered already seventy familles.
This priest is remembered for the organiming and opening of the first
parcchial school in St. Mary's, and, "he ls therefore the founder of
Catholic education in lowa City", 22

22, Joseph Fuhrmenn, op, gib., 26.

About the same time that Father Mazzuchelli was building churches
at Jowa City and Burlington he wss serving the Cathclics at Bloomington,
now Muscatine JIowa., This town, lying between Davenport and Burlington,
numbered about 800 inhabitants with only ten Catholies, The first
Mass was celebreted there in January of 1841 in the house of a Catholie
woman mi husband was a Protestant but who turmed Catholle shortly
thereafter. Eight out of ten received holy Commmion on that ocoasion.
During the years of 1841 and 1842 the missionary made frequent visits
to Muscatine as the oongregation had to be organized, a chnwhv had
to be built, and many sermons had to be preached to dispell error,

In 1842 a little "wooden chapel" was erected and dedicated to the
Apostle Saint Mathias, 23

23. Rev, Samuel C. Mazzuchelli, Memolrs, 279-280.
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This 1ittle frame church is still standing, bearing above the
entrance the inscription: "First Catholic Church, 1842-1856%, 24

24, Charles P, Griffith, St, Mathias Parish, 1841-1928,

It is noteworthy that the candlesticks and plectures brought with
the originel St, Mathias Church are still intact. The two pictures
are representations of the "Flight into Egypt” and "Holy Night” snd
now hang in the chapel of the church. 25 For a frontier region this

25, Charles P, Gﬂfﬁm, mm 23

incident 1s significant in =0 far as it points out the faot that wherever
the Catholic Church is established her heritage of Christisn culture
accompanies her., In this case it was art-~the silent teacher of her

About the seme time, 1842, that the little church at Huscatine
was put up, & similar one was bullt at Bellevue, thirty miles from
Dubaque. The little church was dedicated to the Apestle Ssint Andrew, 26

26, Rev. Samuel C. Q&amchtlli, m&gﬁ, 280,

Father Hoffmann says that the little frame church, 20 by 28 feet
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waa constructed at Dubuque and floated down the river on a raft ready
to be put up., "The church called 5t, Andrew's was a glift of Bishop
loras at the cost of about eight hundred dollars." 27

>

s,

27. Rev. Mathias M, Hoffmann,

These two churches, 3t. Mathias and St., Andrew, were the smallest
in the Dubuque diocese but they served their purpose for the time being.

Eeckuk

The Catholis Directory for the year of 1840, 1841, 1842, llists

Pather Maszuchelll az pastor of St, Paul's at Burlington, then adds:

#3t, Paul's--a brick church eregted in the year
1840, with convenlent rooms for schoole. Very
Rev. 3, Maszuchelll, OSermon in English. There
are four stations atbached to this parish: lst
Madison, Lee Co,.; 2nd Half Breed Trect, same
ocounty; 3rd Iows City, Johnson Co.j 4ith Bloome
ington (called Muscatine since 1841) Muscatine
Co, The number of Catholics in this parish and
its stations is about twelve hundred.® 28

28, Charles F, Griffith, op, git., 23.

The statement Just quoted from the Catholie Almanasc, confirms
Father Massuchelli's misasionary activities in the Half-Breed Tract
of which Keoluk was the capital. In reference to this pioneer priest,
My, Griffith eays:

"With joy does the writer comnect the spotless
Dominican priest with the Keokuk mission. The
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Catholic Divectory for 1841 supplies information
ag our trustworthy authority.” 29

29, Charles P, Griffith, St, Peter's Parish, 23-2,.

"iithout doubt Keokuk is the station meant for

at the time referred to, 1840, the importance

of all the other settlements which possibly could

have been referred to had declined, Not for

long, apparently, was Father Maswuchelli assigned

to this district. Only in one Lfssus of the s
that of 1341, is his name linked with

the Half Breed Trect. [Murther than this conne¢tion

we do not know anything of his activities in Keokuk

svsQuite probably, however, if not certainly, this

mach loved plonser priest included within his

cireuit the epiritual care of the Catholics of

ancient Keokuk, the “capital® of the Half Breed

Tract, This was late in 1840 or early in 1841." 30

30, Ibd,, 24

Purther, in regard to Father Maszuchelll, Mr. Griffith wrote:
#“Our first priest was one of many interests and of many localities®, 31

31'6 Charles P, Mffith, W 2.

Garryowen
Another chureh built by the Domindican missionary early in 1840
was that of 3t. Patrick at Maquoketa now known as Garryowen, about
twenty miles south of Dubuque. Because of the abundance of timber

and the poverty of the people this materisl was considered the most
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sultable. In connection with the bullding of this churech it is inter-
esting to read how the missionary organiszed the work:

"He distributed among the forty-two men of the
settlement the labor of preparing a great number
of beams, from twenty to forty fest long; in the
spring each of these men carried t¢ the site of the
Church, his own handiwork, As they were not in a
position to contribute money, they gave their
assistancs in meny ways to lessen the expense of
building, Bishop Loras gave the sum of six hundred
dollars out of the contributions from the Propaganda,
with which to prooure some building materials and
pay the workmen employed by the Missionary for the
erection of the Church.

“The wonderful resylis of this feeble beginning
were a sudden inorvase in the number of settlers
in the neighborhood of the Church, s much #0
that the section whereon it stood was wery scon
oesupied entirely by Catholics., ¥hen Divine
Service was first held there in the mummer of
1840 there were no more than a hundred Catholice;
thres years later the parish of Saint Patrick
where the Zealous Rewerend J,.C. Perrodin regularly
attended and officiated, contained six hundred
souls and possessed a school," 32

32, Rev. Samuel C. Magguchelli, Memoirs, 254~255.

Garryowen 1s but one example of how the church became the deter

aining fastor of settlements in the onflow of immigrstion.

Simu) taneously with his work in southeastern lowa, Father Massuchelll
was sctive off and on in the Wisconsin Territety. From Garryowen, in
June of 1840, he went on to Prairie du Chien to push the constyuction
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of Saint Gabrisl's Church to gompletion, 33 Already in August, 1839,

33. Rev, Mathias M. Hoffmsnn, op, git,, 139~140.

the missionary reported that the "walls are twenty feet above ground”,
The architect himself himself gives us a description of this massive

bullding:

"This churech measures fifty feet in width,
by one hundred feet in length, The walls are
two feet thiok above the base, bullt of the good
and light stone;, found in abundance on the hills
which encircle the majestic prairie betwesn the
Junetlion of the great iisconsin Riwver and the
Father of laters,

*The style of the church is a chaste Gothic:
the front is all hammered range work, ornamented
with a marble inscription and niche, The fact
that it 1s being built on a gentle swelling of
the prairie adds much to the appearance; the houses
and farms, scattered up and down, east and west,
on the vast fertile plain receiw already a pe~
culiar beauty by the presence of God's holy taber-
naale, and remind us of the plains over wvhich the
Ark of the Dovenant travelsd, surrounded by the
tents of the children of Israel." 34

3‘}% Pater L. W, LYBOLAINLLE Ly M ) ryisl's Parish, 23.

It may be noted that the first two churches in present day Wis~
econsin were of "a chaste Gothie” style, alsc noteworthy is:

*that the first church built in the oldest settle-
ment on the eastern boundary of the Wisconsin
Territory, that is, at Green Bay, was a Catholic
one; and the first one on the western boundary
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is a Catholic one also." 35

35, Peter L, Scanlan, Centennia

Father Magsuchelll says that the Rev. Joseph Cretin was stationed
in Prairie du Chien during 1841, and tc him he attributed all the good
that flowed from the congregation.

#fo this venerated priest ls owing almost all

the spiritual good wrought in the parish of Saint
Gabriel, now containing more than a thousand souls,
and also the present fine condition of the chureh
which combines an elsgant simplicity with solidity
and spaciousness.,” 36

36, Rev. Samuel C. Mamzuchelll, Memoirs, 265.

In 1844, when Frairie du Chien had beocoms a part of the lliwaukee
diosese, Bishop Henni visited that place and reported:

1A few years age the Catholies of Prairie du Chien
began the erection of s stone church one hundred
feet in length, which building I found in an in-
complete condition and burdened with a debt of
$3,000, How they oould have undertakesn the erec~
tion of such a bullding, I ceannot understand, for
this congregation will never be able to pay for
it; however, it is such a durable ae well as im-
posing structure, that the money will not be
entirely thrown away.® 37

3. Harry H. Heming, & o G&t&m}ée m E g‘m&, 266,

5t. Gabriel's church is still standing to-day safe and sound, a
hundred years after Bishop Henni's memorable report of “such a Durable”
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and “imposing structure”. It does honor to its architect as the years

roll on.

Shullsburg

Next in the order of the missionary's attention in his building
activities on the east slde of the river were the mining towns in the
lead distyrict. Having visited that region and ministered in the cabin
of the miners aince 1835, the missionary at last wsa able to devote
his time to the erection of one house of worship among these scattered
groups of Catholics. Shullsburg, a town eighteen miles from Galens
was the firat to receive this blessing, The lumber was prepared by
carpenters in Galena and the parts were then tranaported to Shullsburg.
The little freme chureh, thirty-five by twenty-five feet, was dedicated
to the Apostle Saint Matthew., The expenses of one~thousand dollars
were almost entirely defrayed by the voluntary offerings of the ssttlers,
This little shrine of worship served about three-hundred Catholics
scattered within a radius of eight or ten miles. 38

3'80 Rev, Sammel C, ﬁaﬁmalli, M&, 277,

The first Mass in St, Matthew's was celebrated on August 1, 1841,
and thereafter a priest officlated in that place once a month. The

strests arpund the square on which the Church was built were named by
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Father Masgzuchelli as follows: Peacs, Charity, Truth and Judgment. 39

39. W.R. Jamleson, |

5t. Matthew's congregatiocn still cherishes the records of Father
Mazzuchelli's incumbancy., They are preserved in the missionary's
fins handwriting dating from 1835 to 1842, For the first year of his
ministrations, 1835, there are recorded ten baptisms, The records
further indicate that Father Mazwuchelll attended Mineral Point as
a misaion from Shullsburg. The entrances are contained in the same
book but in a separate section headed "Minersl Point, Wisconsin Terri-
tory", The parish records further indicate that shortly after the
church had been completed, the Rev, Remigius Petiot succeeded Father
Mazzuchelll as pasotr of St., Matthew's at Shullsburg. 40

L0, W.R, Jmiem, %%’ 8.

After Shullsburg had been taken care of, Fsather Mazszuchelli turned
his atiention to Sinslnawa to bulld a house of worship there for the
miners and the farmers of that vicinity. In the summer of 1842, a
frame chureh twenty-five by forty feet wes erected, and "finished
with much taste, presenting a pleasing and regular appesrance®, It
was situated wpon a beautiful eminence and placed under the patronage
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of 5%, Augustine., 41

1. Rev, Samuel C, Mazzuchelll, Hemoirs, 299.

" This survey completes Father Mazzuchelli's fruitful labors in his
parish of the Upper Missiesippi. St. Augustine's was the last of the
series of temples erected for the glorification of CGod and the exalta-
tion of the Church. In all, up to 1843, he had built sixteen churches
and one seminary; he had orgenized many more congregetions and even
provided achool halls for four of these parishes.

His health was now falling from twelve years of strenuous labor
and excessive privation, so that he was advised to retwm to his sunny
homeland for recuperation., Since he had been appointed by Bishop Loras
as his theologlan at the Third Provineial Council in the spring of 1843,
both the bishop and Father Hazzuchelli set ocut for Baltimore in April
of 1843, A month later, the missionary departed for his native Italy. 42

42, Ibid., 301, 313.

This carries Father Mazzuchelli's activities up to the time (1841)
of his appointment as provineial of the new province of St. Charles,
to be called into being by the Dominican sdssionary. His major eon-

tributions on the frontier from 1830 to 1843 have been clted. The
most important and most enduring works of his has not yet been told.

Aaide from his spiritual influences in the work of evangellszation,

which can not be msasured in terms of human values, his educational
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 influence ranks probably the highest. It ia in this field that he
made his lasting contrimm. In reality, his influences are still
eontinuing along the line of education. The scope of that labor of
love fam’a topic by itsel! and can only be summarized here a&. the
conclusion of this work,

At present there is being written a thesis on his educational
work in general, which will £111 in the long felt vacancy, and probably
will do juatice to the founder. Another thesis written at this time
attemptes t© bring out his Americanism on the frontler. 43 Perhaps,

430 %’Enf’ Sister M. Pﬁ’m, Oupt’ to Sister M Donata, SnSoMn,
e 19, 1945. ’ .

even after all this has been written, the "Spartan share”, as one
writer puts 1t, remsins yet to be told,

"itach has been written and mach remains to be
written concerning fthe taming of the west'., It
is to be hoped that some day a competent pen will
tell the story of the Spartan share which the
Magzuchellis of the nineteenth century took in
that great work of national development." Lk

Lh. Joseph Gurn, "The Bullder of the Weet®, Columbla, 45.

The following pages contain a summary of the missionary's three
educational foundations, one of shich survived and funetions as a
grest edusational institution.



Founder of Educational and Religious Institutions

The retum of Father Naszzuchelll to America opened a new chapter
in his missionary career. The fleld of his activities became narrower
and gradually restricted itself to scutheastern Wiaconsin., With the

erection of the Milwaukee diccese in 1843, the Dominicen missionary

came under the juriadiction of Bishop Henni, while Galena became sub-
Ject to Bishop Quarter of Chicago, 45

45, John G, Shea, op, esit,, IVi228, 251.

Although still dewvoted to parish duties and the bullding of churches,
Father Masszuchelli's major interests began to center arocund the field
of education. The setiing up of religlous and educational institutions
to serve the Chureh and spread the faith became his primary object.

Unece back in the Northwest his plans rapidliy began to unfold themselves.

#hile in Rome, Father Mazzuchelli had obtained permission and
powsr from Master General Ancarani, to establish a new province of
Dominicans in the upper ¥issiesippi Valley to be called that of Saint
Charles, Upon his arrival at Galena on September 12, 1844, he imme-
diately began to teke action in the execution of his new plans. L6

46. Rev, Victor F, C'Daniel, C.P., The Dominican Frovince of St, Joseph,
218.

On that same day at Galens, he met Colonel George W. Jones, who
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owned the beautiful property called Sinsinawa Mound. Finding Colenel
Jones disposed to sell his estate, Father Mazsuchelll purchased it
with & part of the funde that had been given to him by his relatives
in #ilen Ttaly., The object of the purchase is recorded in Father
Mazzuchelli's own writing:

7. ..50 prepare the way for a religlous community
of missionariea of the Urder of S5t. Dominie, I
having to that effect received all necessary
faculties while in Rome, On this property is
also to be located, if such shsll be the will
of God, a great college, not merely to instruct
the children in all literary branches, but prin-
cipally to educate them in the fear of God." 47

The deed to the property was delivered to Father Magwmuchelll by
Colonel Jones on Cotober 3, 1844 in the town of Galena, before a duly |
authorized lawyer. Colonel G.W. Jones received at this time the sum
of two thousend three hundred and forty dellars in cash and four
thousand one handred and sixty dollars in promissary notes. "Thease
notes were paid in five installments, with interest, November , and
25, 184is March 8, 2i, and 28, 1845." 48

18, Iuid,

The payments of these premissary notes caused Father Mazsuchelli
not a little worry and again he appealed to his friends in Milan, His
aister, Josephine, and his genercus friend, Count James Malleria, a
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Jeweler, sent to him the greater part of the sum required. The balance
came from Rome and from a friend in ﬁisemsin.v Thue on March 28, 1845,
the newly acquired property was free from debt., L9

It has already been mentioned that Father Mazzuchelli had built
in 1842 the church of St, Augustine about half a mile south of the
mound at the cost of §1,300 of which he still owes six hundred dollars,
In 1845 this chureh was moved on the lound and on the feast of 5t,
Dominic it was dedicated by Bishop Henni in honor of that saint, 50

50. Johann Haug,

Toward the srection of St, Dominic's Church, at Sinsinawa, Father
Mazzuchelll paid from his perscnal funds six hundred dollars; also
sfor vestments, sacred veasels, and other altar furnishings, six
hundred dollars"; the balance of the debt on the church was pald by

the contributions of the miners and fammers of that vicinity, 51

51, Golden Bells in Convent Towers, 57.

Additional bulldings soon began to crown the Mound., The corner-
stone of Sinsinewa College was lald May 24, 1846, and the east wing
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of it was completed by the end of that year. 52 This ecollege, bullt

between 1846 and 1848, forms a part of the present academy at Sinsinawa
Hound--a silent monument to the seal of Father Mazsguchelli. OUne writer
says that the building is still admired by architects and bears a re~
semblance to "Old Capltol®. 53

53. m’ Sister i, P&amlag G;f’«; to Sister Y. mmg S.S.M.,
Nowamber 1k, 1945,

During the decade of the forties, education was taking big strides
in this part of the Northwest. The upper Mlesissippi was now flanked
by two colleges both claiming Father Mazsuchelll as architect and
teacher, On the Iowa side he had lald the foundation for college ed-
ucation by conducting a grammar school in the basement of St, Raphael's
ehurch for the youth of Dubuque as early as 1836, From 1839 to 1843
he was on the facully of St. Haphael's Seminary and, aside from his
otherwise busy career served as a teacher and lecturer., Being at this
time a "fluent English conversationalist and orator", he was useful
principally to help the foreign college students studying for the
Amsrican priesthocd, master the language of their adopted eountry. 54

XX:20).

5ks Rev, Mathias M. Hoffmann, "St. Raphasl's Seminary™, Annals of Iowa,

The college of 3t., Thomas on Sinsinawa Mound in 1847 already vas
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educating twenty-zix studenis and was "beginning to aequire a good
name in the ecountry®, 55

55. Sister Rosemary, O.F., op. eit., 88,

By a special act of the Wisconsin Leglslature, the institution was
incorporated on Harch 11, 1848, with university privileges. uWith a
corps of excellent professors, under the presidency of the scholarly
Pather Magszuchelli, St, Thomas College had “the approval of the local
Church authorities, and the confidence of parents whose sons, men in
distinguished walks of 1ife, have been heard to boast that they were
educated there”, 56

56. Golden Bells in Convent Towers, 57.

In regayrd to this new foundation, Bishop Hennl, in a letter of
March 7, 1850, to the Archbishop of Vienna wrote:

#3insinawa College, situated in the scuthwest end
of my diocese, near the Hiesissippi River, with
the coming of the Dominican Fathers, who are to
have charge, gives promise of & falr future, es-
pecially sinece it overlooks from its charming ele~
vation five parishes, all in ismediste vicinity
and all supplied with good ehurches.” 57

57+ Rte Rev, John ¥, W‘ HLetters”, ﬁ;ga m:‘of Higgz, X175,

All five parishes and shurches which Bishop Heani refere to in
hiz letter were founded and built by FPather Mazzuchellli, St. Matthew's
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st Shullsburg and St. Dominic's on the Mound have already been men-
tioned, St. Augustine's Church at New Diggings was built in 1844.

It still bears traces of its venerable founder's influence, for over
ite portal to-day can be seen the impressive inscription: "The Church

of the Living God, the Pillsr and Ground of Truth". 58 3t. Francis'

58, G.A. Marshall, “New Diggings, Past and Present", Darlincton Journal, 3.

at Hagzel Green, a brick structure was begun in 1845, and dedicated in
1847; 5t. Patrick's at Benton was also foundsd in 1847, but in 1852,
when the growth of the parish demanded it, the frame structure was
replaced by a more spacious stone church, still serving its purpose
to~day. 59

59. Castello M, Holford, }

Two other churches must be mentioned yet, for their structures
are attributed to Father Mazzuchelli. Une 1s that of 5%, Mary's at
Flatteville bullt in 18/5, and the other is that of St. Rose's at Cuba,

buillt in 1852, The parish of S5t Rose was a mission station attached

to St. Patrick's at Benton, 60

This 1ist completes Father Mazzuchelli's contribution as a church
builder on the frontier, The temples he erected for the worship of God
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nunbered not less than twenty. His last architectural contribution
was the plan he made for the rebuilding of the church at Galens which
was destroyed in 1856, by a fire that razed one third of the tom. In
this time of need Father Mazsuchelll cams again offering his ald. St.
' Michael's Parish of Galena paid tribute to his architectural ability
on the occassion of its Centennial in 1932:

"We of today can almost see in spirit this great
architect sketching the plans for the S5t. ¥ichael's
Church of to-day., The monument to his genius speaks
for itself on even cssual observation of the ordi-
- pary peovple. This building measures 135 feet long,
60 feet in width; the height of the side walls 33
feet in width., There are 18 windows in the audi~
torium., The height of the ceiling L8 L4 feet from
the floor of the ahmrsh. The roof of the building
is carried by a wooden truss formation that ia
aquite unique in this part of the comntry. It
has carried it so successfully that is is a specie
mon of architecture that 1s noteworthy for its
lack of pillm." 61

6, Rev, J.T, Donohue, op, gits, 31.

Father Maszuchelli's last and greatest contribution on the frontier
was the founding of a Sisterhood, to assist the Church in her mission

of teaching and of training the youth,

In Father Hazeuchelli's records it is written that the Sisters of
the Third Order of 5t. Dominic were established in the Dicoese of Uil
waukee in 1846, "with the authority of the Most Rev, Father Thomas
Ancarani, Haster Censral of the Dominican Uprder residing at Rome", 62

62, Golden Bells in Convent Towers, 62.
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On December 26, 1847, Father Mazzuchelli gave the vell to two
postulants, who became the first members of his new community. About
a year later, in February, 1849, he formally organiged the new founda-
tion by appointing a priores: and sub-prioress of the Convent of St.

Dominic at Sinsinaws Mound. 63

With the establishment of the Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa,
Father Magzuchelli solved the problem of Catholic education in that
part of the frontier, Simuitaneously with the founding of his new
commmnity, he opened schools at New Diggings, Shullsburg and Hazel
Green. Other schools were added to this number as membership inereased,
As early as August, 1848, his Sinsinawa Academy, although still in the

initial stage, was legally incorporated., 64

6. Sister Rosemary, op, oit,, 88

In the history of Grant County it is stated that "It was stipulated
in the charter of both institutions that no religious opinion should
be necessary for admliesion, and attendsnce on religious worship should

not be required", 65

65, History of Grant Gounty, 557.

Father Maszuchelli, despite all the works which the necessity of
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of the moment made him undertake, had long envisioned to educate priests
for the mission field, to found a college for youth's higher education,
and to establish a teaching 3isterhood, this pbojnat was at length

accomplished.

By 1848, St. Charles Province had three Dominican priests, three
noviges, students in theology, and three lay brothers at the Mound,
Moreover, in 1849, this iww prévimc obt#imd the privilogaﬁ of a vote
in t.m'pmvinem chapter, 66‘ St. Thomas College had its faculty

66. Sister Rosemary, op. git., 88; Rev, Victor F, O'Daniel, op, eit.,
219. The last ;;oﬁrm giv;s the information of the provinelal vote.

and a good number of students, O(ne of the students, Thomas L. Power,
who first wanted to become a lay brother at Sinsinawa, was advised

by Pather Uazsuchelli to enter the priesthood, for in him he discerned
a worthy co-laborer. This Father T.L. Powers (.P., &n educator by
nature, became president of Sinsinawa College and held that office

from 1860 to 1863. He was recalled to Kentucky because he was one

of the group that worked for revival of the province., 67

&?« Rev, Viector 7. G'Mﬁlg P‘E; Gibn' 2&5'

His success in founding two convente for the Sistera of St. Dominie
and tuming three schools over to their care has already been mentioned.

Pather Mazzuchelli had done great works in five years. Seemingly

all three of his new foundations were progressing and functioning
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normally. But ever bent on self-effacement and shunning woridly honors,
Father Maszuchelli resigned all powers given to him in 1844 by the
Master General, and toward the end of 1849, he turned over the Province
of St., Charles to his brethren in Chio, The Province of St, Joseph
in Chio, acoepted the whole property of Sinsinawa in November of 1849,
"Father Mazzuchelli wanted to devote himself henceforth to the dutles
of a missionary, preacher, and parish priest.” 68

68. Goldsn Bells in Convent Towers, 68.

After his resignation, with due permission, Father Hazzuchelli
went to live at Benton where he assumed the pastorship of S5t, Patrick's
parish, There he erected & motherhouse for his new commnity of Domini-
can Sisters and guided their destinies. 69

69. Rev. Victor F. ('Danlel, op. eit., 209.

With all these accomplishments, religilous and educational institu~
tions in full operation, Father Masguchelli's external activities come
to an end, His contributions on the frontier have been cited and by
this time a great change had taken place in that territory since his
first arrival, Wlsconsin and Iowa had already acquired statehcod and
‘with this advancement all phases of civilized )life were in fair progress.
Prom henceforth the frontier missiocnary's energies were devoted to
cultural pursuits, the aghievements of which were so great and perma-
nent that his work in the educational field merits a special paper.
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Such a thesis, as already stated, is being written by one of hils spiritual
daughters.

Just & glimpse of his lest years in Benton must suffice to bring
this writing to a close.

In 1852 the Dominican Sisters resigned their schools at Sinsinawa
and assembled at Benton for regular community life, Sinsinawa Female
Aoaémy, now transplanted to Benton, became St, Clara Female Acadenmy,
“Father Mazzychelli's remarkable acquiremsnt as & scholar and his emi~
nent gift as a teacher were to be dedicated under God to the spiritual

slevation and the intellectual advancement of women.® 70

70. Golden Bells in Convent Towers, 69

In addition to his priestly duties, Pather Mazzuchelli devoted
much of his time to education., He perscnally trained his Sisters for
_ the teaching prefession, so that St, Clara Academy from the very begin-
aing had an admirable corps of efficlent teachers, Speclal talents,
which the gifted teacher was sc readily to discem, were cultivated
by competent persons, "Father Magzuchelll himself, having 2 complete
cabinet of instruments for illustration and experiment, gave the 3isters
a normal course in higher mathematics and in the natural sciences. He
also taught them Latin, French, snd Italian." During the winter of
sach year on three evenings of the week, he lectured to the pupils on

science, history, and Christian doctrine. (n Sunday afternocons he



gonducted a Sible history class., 71

71. Golden Bells in Convent Towers, 75.

Mrs. Cavanaugh, who attended Father Mazzuchelli's school at Benton

vividiy recalls those happy days:

"Bach Thursday evening the students gathered around
Pather ¥azzuchelll and listened in transport to

his eloquent discourses on history, philosophy,
science, astronomy, religion, or tales of his
travels, He gave unstintingly of his time and
knowledge. 7To have been a member of that group
was an inestimable privilege." 72

72, Raymond W, Jamleson, St.

Such were Father Mazzuchelli's last years of retirement, spent in
imparting his rich Catholie culture, teaching elassical courses in the
hunble mining towns. He thus bequeathed to the frontier his legacy
of classical culture,

Father UtDaniel says that he founded one of the outstanding sister-
hoods of the world, "that 1s his greatest glory, for all their good
works radiate out from him®, 73

73. Rev, Viotor F, C'Daniel, (.P., Dominican Province of St. Joseph, 219.

Death overtook Father Mazsuchelli in his priestly administrations,

and from an exposure of cold died February 23, 1864. In the jJoy of



his soul he eried out,

Thue passed a priestly soul, a great figure from the stage of
history. His memory lives on in the parishes he founded, in the
churches he built; but his educational work is carried on by his
teaching community of Sisters, a work which honors God and glorifies
the Chureh from generatiocn to generation.
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Rmnufmu,m&eu. ,pp.'
This work includes ths oarly history, personal and anscdotal
renminiscences of Dawvenport.
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Eﬁlmw, Bty Hale &

Go., 333?3 PP BHN

This bovk oontainas one chapter on Father Hazmuchelll, enw
titled, "Carving Religion in Stone". It extols the unselfish
work of this husble sfssionary, quotes from his Hemoirs, eulogizes
his stucational achievementa, aad finelly mentions his work as
parish priest at Benton,



w of 'Whirling Thundert®,"
! . g 60"‘61'

‘nun Bemrehca are valuable for the documents preserved
therein,

Baird, Elimbuth 'r., “Wiamms of Early Days on Magkinac Island®,

80 origal Collections, vol. XIV, 1898, pp. 19-23, 38-ib.
mmmt of the soeial and religious
phase of the Islan&rm

Baird, Eliﬂba'hh 'fu ”Mniams of Life in Territorial Wisconsin®,
AASGONSLN HABTO L ! k‘ vol, Kv, msg P 238,

in m Bay far me yesrs 1831-1833..

Butley, Jamss D., "Pather Mazzuchelll®,
1893’ vol. 14, pp. 155"161«
This is a biographical sketch of Father Maszuchelli, based

upon his Nemoirs,

Colton, K.E., "Father Massuchelli, Iowa lissions", WJ
Ser, 3, wl, 21, Des ¥vines, Iowa, 1937-39, pp. 297-318,
Gives an account of Father Mazzuchelli's missionary work
in Iows.

Davidson, John N., "Missicn on Chequamegan Bay", Wls, Hist, Coll.,
vol, XII, p. 443 |
In this article are mentioned some sectarian missionary
activities at Sault Sainte Marle.

Griffith, Charles F., "The Erection of the Diccese of Davenport",
Mid-imerica, vol. 111, no. 4, Chicago, Illinois Catholic Hist-
Toal Society, April, 1932, pp. 335-343.

This is a detalled discussion on the division of the one
diccese in Iowa,

Guth, élamdcr Carl, "Early Day Architects in Wisconsin", 8

GALAS ‘e* ‘_ RLIVOTY o w}.o 13, &d’.m’ 193&"35} PP ‘l »
: cle gives a good description of early day architecture
in maaeneiu. For this paper the Dodgeville Courthouse is important.

Gurn, Jogeph, "A Builder of the %““ Qolm s Kew Hawven, Conn, ,
J&RMW 19%, PP 2&'25, w«
The writer has an appreclative account of Father Mazzuchelll
based largely upon the Memoirs.

Henni, Rt . Rev. John H,, "Letter of Right Reverend John Martin Henni®,
Wisconsin Magaszine of History, vol. I, Madison, 1926, p. 70.
This 18 a contemporari source of history valuable for the
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1ight it throws on the progress of the Church in Southwestern
Wisconsin.

Hoffmann, Rev, ¥athias M,, “John Francis Rague-Pioneer Architect of
Toma®, Annals of lowa, wol. XIX, Des Moines, Iows, 1933~35 pp.
h&h—-h&é

In this article Father Hoffmann evaluates the architectural
role Father iazzuchelli played in the bullding of Cld Capitol,

Hoffmann, Rev. Mathias ., "John Rague, Architect”, Wisconsin zine
%ﬂ%ﬂ’ vol, X1X, |
' s publication carries the same article,
Hoffmann, Rev. Mathias M., 73t, Raphael's Seminary gt

vol. XX, Iowa City, State Historical Saeiety, 1933, Ppe 196-200,

This is a good deseription of the first educational institu.
tion in Jowa. It is useful for the excerpt of Father Mazzuchelli's
letter to PFope Gregory.

Hoffmann, Rev, Mathias M., "The Winnebago Mission:A Cause of Celebre”,

[ G AT a, vol, II; No. l’ July 1930, PP. 26""52‘

?at&wr Hoffmann traces up the struggle of the Catholie Church,
demanding justice for the Winnebago Indians,

9 :
This is no longer a current periodical. The work ceased
after the publication of 1936. Criffith's article on the founda-
tion of the Dubuque diocese is cited in volume VIII, as well as

(dldea View on the Cld Capitol, Jlowa City.

Johnson, Peter L., "lrs John Dousman", Catholie Herald.
This article gives a good account of early Catholic edueation
in Wisconsin,

Kemper, Bishop Jackson, "Journal of an Episcopalian Missionary's Tour
This Journal 1s useful for ites ploture of early travel to-
gether with the soclal and religious conditions of the early 1830's.

Kempker, Rev. John F,, "Catholic Missionaries in the Early and in the
Territorial Dayas of Iowa", Annals of Jows, vol., X, No. 1, Des
Father Kempker plotures the condition of the Catnelic Church
upon the arrival of Bishop Loras and the development of the Dubuque
diocese,

Kempker, Rev, John F., "Very Rev. J.A.M. Pelamaurgues, Y.G.", Annsls of
Ibm, vol., Vi, No. 2, Des Moines, 1930, pp. 115«124.
This is a picture of the growth and development of St. Anthony's
parish of Davenport under the faithful and efficlent administration
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of the Hev. Pelamsurgues. |

Lathrop, H.¥%., "The Capltals and Capltols of Jowa", Jows Hist. Records,
vol, IV, Iowa City, 1888’ Pps F7<12h.
The ¢ity and ite capitol receive a detailed deseription of
their foundation and early development.

Lenehan, Rev, B.,C., "An Iowa Ploneer", Annals of Jowa, vol, VI, Des
Moines, 1903, pp. 282-288,
This is an appreciative account of Father Hagsuchelli's
activities in Jowa.

L@n’hﬂn’ Bﬂ? Buct} ”E&Q Rev, ¥athiss Loras, D.D., First Bishop of
male of Iowa, wol, III, No., 8, Des Moines, 1899,
PP« 577“690

The authoy writes appreciatively of Blshop loras, telling of
his sarly days in Dubugue and the growth of his diccese, There
is a good description of the first cathedral.

Lockwood, James H., "Barly Timee and Events in Wisconsin®, Coll. of State

te Soc. of %iﬂﬁ, 1&55, 1-98.
A ﬁ of this article cites the religious situation at
Prairie du Chien,

Martin, Dellorah B,, "Doctor Willlam Baam%sais Iife in Maokinac and
#isconsin mzo-la?:h“, iz, Mg, iat,, vol. IV, Madison, 1921,
PPe 263-286
This micla is useful for the desoription of the cholera
epidesic during Father Mamzuchellit's incumbanecy.

McMurtrie, Dougles C,, "Barly Printing in Wisconsin", Wis, Mag, of Hist.,
wol, 13, ¥adison, 1929-1930, pp. 100-102, 105»106.
The author gives & good descreption of Father Hazzuchellils
Almenac printed at Green Bay in 1833,

Mazguchelli, Rev, Ssawsel C., "Documents Relating to the Gath@lﬁ.c Church
in Oreen Bay, amnd the Mission at Little Chute, 1825.40",
W’ vol. XIV, Madlson, 1898, pp. 166, 176-179, }.&33-13‘?,

Volume fourteen of this collection has important letters ‘
and documents relating to Father Mazzuchelli's missiomary activities,

Mazzuchelll, Rev, Samuel C., "Letters of Father Mazsuchelli", Annals of
z ) Ser. 3’ vol, 21’ p?& 31331k,
These are personal letters giving a good account of this
nd.uiouary's activities and conditione of religion.

Mazzuchelli, Rev. Samuel C., Letters, Illinois Catholic Historical Rev.,
vol, 1II, 68, 69, 131.
These are useful letters for early Church history in wa
decade of the thirties.



224

Fhis publisation glves an evaluation of the Presbyterian
school at Hackinac.

Miller, Col. John, "Biddle's Recollections of Creen Bay in 18146-1817",
vol. I, pp. 42-63, Mis, Hiist, Coll,
In these recollections are references to the bullding of
Fort Howard at Oreen Bay,

Pardish, John C., "Father Mazzuchelll", The Palimpsest, wvol. I, lowa
Qi@r’ State Hisb. 3@30’ Uﬁto, 1920; PDa 101~110.
This article reviews the works of Father Mazzuchelll and his
eontributions to the Chureh in Jowa,

Pelzer, Louls, "A Miniature Frontler of the Forties", Jowa Jowrnal of
History and Pelitics, vol. XXIX, pp. 19.
Describes the strugeling days of Iowa's frontier development.

Plum, H.G., "The Cld Stone Building",
Iowa City, 1888,
This author has a good desoription of the original plan of
the (ld Capitol.

FPrice, Ellphalet, "Dubuque in Early Times", Apnals of Iowg, vol. VIII,
Des Moines, 1865, pp. 36, 54l.
The author presents a vivid plcture of early Dubuque, not
omitting hia dealings with Pather llazzuchelll.

Rothensteiner, Hev. John, "The Northeastern PFart of the Diocese under
Bishop Rosati®, % ’ ﬁag% g }% st, Rev., vol. II, No, 1,2,3,4, Chicago,
July 1919, pp. 175-195, 285, 396-416, wol. III, No, 1, pp.
61"’67, Ho. 2, 126"‘11}5; No, 3, PPe 284~302.

These sources are useful for the many letters and documents

pertaining to the activities of the early missionaries in that
part of the territory.

Seanlan, P.l., "Pioneer Priests at Prairie du Chien", iis, Mag, of Hist.,
‘oli 3‘3, ﬁ&dimn, 1929"1930 ? th 1&)“‘102’ 105—-106«»
This article is useful for Father Mazzuchelll's activities
in and around Preirie du Chien.

Schafer, Joseph, "The Wlsconsin Lead Region®, Wisconsin Domesday Book,
vol. 11X, Madison, 1932,
This publication also gives a good view of the social cone
ditions in the mining district.

aha&baugh,ﬁﬂ.é'é, “fhe (ld Capitol Remembers", Palimpsest, vol. XX,
PP» 164165,
The article is a discussion on the building of the Capitol.

Snelling, Josiah, "Evils of the Use of Liquors in the Fur-Trade®, 1825,
% 69_!’518%!0 Qc’gn, H&diﬂﬂn, vol., KX, Pl 382‘"381}
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The suthor portrays vividly the effects of the liguor evil
on the social and morel 1ife of the period.

Sonvay, Charles L., “The Lazarists in Illinois", 111, Cath, Hist. Rey
This ig useful for the activities of the Lagarists missicne-
aries in Illinois.

Thompson Joseph J., "The Illinois Missions", Cath Yoy
vol. 1, pp. 37-63.
The author makes reference to Father illouez evangelical
labors.

Thwaites, Reuben G, "Seventy-two Years Recollections of Wisconsin”,
1695"'183-3, H&@o & 'Bt!g &;ig’ wl. III, Pe 261,
These reoollections are useful for the history of the early
French Period of Green Bay.

Thwaites, Reuben G., "Notes on Harly Lead Wining", iis, Hist. Coll,,
wol, XIII, p. 281.

This article summarizes the development of the lead mines
in Southwest Wisconsin,.

Walsh, Matthew J., "Notre Dame, Antecedents and Developments®, Ill,
W wol. IV p. 273,
is an account of the religious conditions on the frontier.

Hisconsin %ggo of ﬁigtegz, Hjetivities in Wisconsin Sac Prairie",
vol, 3 PPa

These are dﬂcumts recounting personal experience in the
region around 1847,

#whittlesey, Charles s "Reccllections of a Tour Through Wisconein in 18327,
His 8b. Co, Mmﬂ, vol. I, ppe TO-T1.
These recollections have references to the Episcopalian
Mission Sehool.



Newspapers

A.J.T,, "The Rev. Samuel C. Mazzuchelll®, Portage Registe Decenber 19,

1897.

The author, a contemporary of Father Massuchelli, living
at San Francisco at the time of the priest's death, published
in an Eastern paper an appreciative account of Father's varied
activities on the frontier, The Po Reglster requoted the
article.

PDRPATS 1932:
A olipping, relating the history of the Galena Harket House.

Marshall, G.A.,, "New Diggings, Fast and Present”, Darlington Journal,
Jw 15} lgogi ‘
The article makes brief reference to 5t. Augustine’s Catholiec
Church at New Diggings,

mmry, Sieter O,P,, "Father Samuel C.G. Maszuchelli®, Catholie

Tercentenary Supplement, 16341934, pp. 27~29, Bld
g 48 a blography of Father Massuchelll and a br.lnt -
mary of his activities on the frontier.

Buriington Ba%%, Historieal Edition, 1925.
A gltation requoted in a letter, on the early history of
Bﬂrlmﬂt
Wyngaard, J.W., The Des Moines Sunday Register, Des Moines, Iowa?

{motes Magzuchellils share in the development of frontier
Jowa.



Correspondence

Cullinan, Rt. Rev, Mgr. W.E., Regords, sent August 10, 1945, Burlington,
Iova,
Part of this is requoted under Newepapers, Burlington Hawke

Ling, Rzz. Joseph, Letter, Mackinac Island, Michigan, February 18,
1946,
Contains the record of the baptisms administered by Father

Paschala, Sister Mary, C.P., Letters, Sinsinawa, Wisconsin.
Information was secured through inquiry by the writer of
this thesis at warious intervals while the work was in progress.
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