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INTRODUCTION 

When Mussolini founded the Fascist Party in 1919, he " 

was a political parvenu who had to create his ovm ideological 

pedigree . For this purpose he drew upon numerous sources of 

the past and cleverly adapted them to the conditions actually 

existing in Italy during the postwar era. The aim of this 

paper 1s to trace the major roots of the ideology and to in

terpret some of the forces that brought about the Fascistic 

solution to the economic and political problems as t hey ap

peared on the Italian scene. 

These problems, however, were not peculiar to Italy 

alone. Rather they were problems that cut across national 

lines, and yet they had to be solved within national bounda

ries. Consequently, the idea that Fascism is merely an ex

tension of the past is not an adequate explanation for the 

coming of Fascism; nor is the idea tha t Fascism is a mo

mentary episode in history a sufficient interpr eta t ion of 

the phenomenon .. 

,As Fascism came into its own , it evolved a political 

philosophy, a technique of government, which in tUrn became 

an active forc e in its own right. And after securing con

trol of the power of the Italian nation, Fascism, driven by 

its inner logic, became a prime mover in inst i ga ting a 

crwin of events that precipitated the second World War. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE MOOD 

To understand what actually took place on October 28, 

1922 it is necessary to trace first of all some of the poli

tical, social, and economic conditions that prepared the way 

for the final coup d'etat under a man whose very temperament 

was a major factor in the assault. 

Lack ofeff1cient parliamentarism, dissatisfaction 

with war treaties, postwar economic difficulties, general 

social unrest due to disappointment and exasperation, the 

promising strength of the Fascist party were some of the 

underlying features that prepared the mood and the setting 

for the rise of Italian Fascism. 

1 

.. 

The common aim, that of Italian national unity and in

dependence, which had kept Italian parliaments functioning 

smoothly, had been achieved in 1876~ However, parliamentary 

government, imposed from above,. at a time when a large ma

jority of the population was illiterate" never became thor

oughly acclimated in Italy1s political life. The deputies, 

representing local rather than national interests, werefre

quently out of touch with the masses of population. Thus 

political life in Italy became to a large extent a game be

tween political leaders rather than political parties. When 

uniting ideas are absent, there must of neces sity be a tissue

weaving person; consequently, government of personalaseen

deney became the order of the day, bringing with it all the 
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intrigue, electoral corruption, and dishonest retreat from 

policy.. Gino C .. SperaIlza, Special As sistant to the American . 
" 

Embassy at Rome, prepared in September, 1918 a special report 

for the DepartmeIlt of Stute, in the conclusion of which he 

stated that "the real forces of the cOUIltry are not strictly 

political or popular forces in the American or F~glish sense, 

but are rather the power or influence of relatively few men, 

or groups, or classes of men, working on an unprepared and 
1 

untrained mass of people." 

Within parliament the policies of transrorismo (un

principled change of allegiance on the part of the Prime 

Minis ter in an effort to discover a new following without 

consulting the electorate) and rimpasto (a "rekneading lt 

of parliament by resorting to a variety of means, legal and 

illegal, to get rid of unwelcome colleagues) were so pre

valent that a government lasted on the average of eighteen 

months between 1876 and 1922, too short 8. time to convert 
2 

policy into law,and to transform law into administration. 

Giolitti,as his record of office shows (1903-1905, 

1906-1907, 1911-1914, and again at the end of 1920) was 

adept at ma1ntaining himself in power by playing off inter

ests against each other by "managing" elections, by catering 

to patrons and clients who were "influential ll , by murdering 

2. 

1 Archlves~or tEe Department of State,\fa~shIDgt()Il, D .. C., 
No. 865 .. 00/71 quoted in Commonweal, January 1£3, 1946 by 
Joseph TO' Durkin in his article "Note on Mus so1ini ll , 352. 

2 Benedetto Croce, A Ulstor! of Ital~1871-1922. COIl
sult also Cecil Sprigge, The Deve opment 0 Modern Italy; 
Margot Hentze, PreFascist Italy: The Rise and Fall or the 
Parliamentaw RegIme. 
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if necessary, by granting offices to those prefects who could 

produce the votes, by allowing the Mafia and Camorra free 
" rein so long as they supported the government, by subsidizing 

journalists and laV',ryers and rising industries. Giolitti I s 

record of power shows further that a tactful withdrawal from 

office very often resulted in greater advances through ,a 

weaker person and made for still more brilliant rise to 
3 

power. 

3 .. 

That such a condition existed was due not only to the 

cunning and ambition of the leaders but also to the lack of 

national political parties whose chief advantage in any 

country is that of publicity, propaganda, clarification of 

issues. The Socialist party organized in the 1890's was the 

closest ,to being national in scope, though it had its strength 

only in northern and central Italy. The rest of the parties 

were localized, scattered units rather than a network. 

Furthermore, Italy had not succeeded in developing a 

ruling class; that is, a majority who were willing to set 

aside personal differences in favor of the welfare of the 

whole country.. The main interest of the people as a whole 

was to eke out a living .. 

By 1914, nationalism, socialism, syndicalism, idealism 

all wanted more than Giolitti could give or wanted to give .. 

All wanted to remake Italy by overturning existing institu-
4 

tions, at least so claim the pro-Fascists .. 

3 Guisseppe Borgese, GolraUl:-The~ March of Fascism, 99. 
4 Luigi Villari, ItalY, Chapters VI,VII, IX, X .. Major 

J. S. Barnes, Fascism .. H. W. Schneider, Making the Fascist 
state .. 
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On the other hand the anti-Fascists maintain that par

l1amentarism with all its defects was not a failure; illit-. .. 
erEicy had been reduced considerably; participation in na-

tiolial elections was increasing; electoral corruption was 

no worse than in other countries; Italy after 1900 was 
5 

making slow ,but steady progress toward democracy .. 

Perhaps this youthful, inefficient yet struggling pur

li,amentarism did not in itself produce F.ascismj nevertheless 

it was a great factor ill producing Mussolini.. Mussolini's 

hatred of parliaments was the most consistent theme in his 

rise to power. He despised them as instruments of democratic 

rule which used deliberation,. discussion, and argument as a 

means of achieving reform, whereas he believed in the vio-
6 

lence of social revolution .. 

Fundamentally parliamentarism was in complete discord 

with his own authoritarian and imperious temperament.. "With

in me I recognize no one superior to myself", he had said -al-
7 

ready in 1910. His descripti9n of Giolittian Italy was in-

dicative of the wave ofexaspera.tion that prevailed on a 

large scale among the Nationalists, the Idealists, the Syn

dicalists; on a smaller scale among the Catholics, the Mo

dernists (Heretics), and the Futurists: 

The picture of Third Italy is com
plete. G101itt1 stands in the midst of 

5 Gaetano Salvemlnl,~ under the Axe of FascIsm, Fascist 
Dictatorship in Italy. Luigi Sturzo, Ital~ and Fascismo, 
Chapter to' Oden Por, Fascism.. Guisseppe ~orgese, Goliath: 
Ahe March of Fascism. 

6 Musso11ni, As Revealed in His Speeches, 17. 
7 Gaudens Megaro, MussolinI In the Making, 334. 
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the scene; behind him and flanking him 
comes the vast retinue of his bloc in 
which are seen the Freemason's triangle 
and the priest's shovel hat, Nathan the 
Jewish mayor of Rome, and Romolo M.urri, 
a leader of the 'Modernist' movement. 
A great game with electoral and banking 
customers--thlilt is Giolitti' s parliamen
tarisrn: neither reaction nor revolution .. 
This tight-rope walker, this hopelessly 
mediocre Piedmontese has conquered. The 
spirit of rebellion in Italy is extin
gUished. The offici~l Socialists hug Ma
dam Freemasonry in a sterile embrace un
der the approving eye of the Great Arohi
tect of the Universe. Past are the days 
of concentration camps, almost past are 
those of the prison house ... , ... Perlk'1.ps a 
healthful tempest is nigh to sweep away 
Giolltti, Giolittianism, and all this 
sickly social philosophy which is the , 
ruin of genuine socialism. 8 

2 

At the outbreak of the World War the Italian govern

ment decided it was not bound by the Triple Alliance to an 

offensive war on the part of the Central Powers, and there

fore it made a declaration of neutrality. Public opinion, 

however, was divided. The Nationalists demanded Italy's 

entrance into the war on either side as an opportunity to 

wipe the "Liberal pest" off the face of the globe and to 

crush Socialism. The Socialists opposed entrance into the 

war. After some hesitation Mussolini,an extreme Socialist 

and editor of the party organ Avanti, pronounced himself in 

favor of intervention on the side of the Allies: 

If the Prussian reaction triumphs in 
Europe tomorrow, and the destruction of 

8 CecirS-prigge-,-Tne-[Jeve1.o-pment-of-Modern Itall, 91-2. 
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Belgium and the intended arulihilation of 
France cause the level of ~uropean civi-
lization to sink, those who have not at
tempted to hinder the catastrophe will 
be traitors and apostates. 9 

Mussolini attempted to explain his support of Italian lll

tervention as the direct outcome of his Socialistic con

science, but he was not so ready to mention the sums of 

money he received from the French government ag ents in or-
10 

der to launch and maintain the Po polo D'Italia. 

When Italy finally entered the war in May, 1915, there 

was great hope that she would enjoy a new resorgimento and 

would at last obtain a place in the sun. 

But her hopes were dealt a severe blow by the wav·e of 

war-we,ariness which swept over the country in 1919 ,and by 

.. 

the results of the Paris Peace Conference, which left Italy 

with a mutilated victory. The army, returning from the front 

to reap the reward of its sacrifices, found that the more 

profitable posts had been occupied meanwhile by those who bad 

stayed safely at home. The cos,t of living had risen consid

erably, with no corresponding adjustment to salaries. The 

middle class se,emed to be in a worse economic plight than 

the peasants and the industrial workers. The country was 

seething with disillusion and discontent and humilia~ion. 

Humiliation was the direct result of the treatment 

Italy hEld received at the Peace Conference. According to 

the London Treaty, Italy was guaranteed the Brenner frontier, 

9 Mussolini, Speeches, 6. 
10 Gaetano Salvemini, Under the Axe of Fascism, 25. 

'.i;.;.; ·.;·~~·l·~\· 

6. 



" 

a part of the Dalmatian coast together with its neighboring 

islands, the city of Tries te and its surroundings.. Two 

sections of the Montenegrin coas t were to be neutralized; 

the port of Durazzo was to be assigned to the "independent 

Mohammedan state of Albania" of which Italy was to conduct 

the foreign relations. Furthermore, Italy was granted sov

ereignty over the Dodecanese Islands which were already in 

her possession; she was to be given an "equitable part" of 

the Mediterranean region of .Adalia where she had already 

acquired interests approved by Great Britain, together with 

a goodly share in the eventual indemnities "in proportion to 

her efforts and sacrifices!!, plus an "equitable compensation" 

in her frontiers and existing colonies shOUld France and 
11 

Great Britain gain African colonies. There were further 

compensations in Asia Minor promised by the l a ter agreement 

of St.-Jean-de-Maurienne. 

7 .. 

The collapse of Austria-Hungary brought up the question 

of Fiume, framed in another and vaster one, tha t of Jugoslavia, 

and this became the pivot of Italian nationalism before and 

during the · Paris Conference. "The whole of Italy ... "was hyp

notized by the Adriatic and Jugoslav question, instead of 

concentrating on Fiume, and was so carried away as not to 
12 

see the dangers of such a policy,,1t 

True that out of the Paris Conference Italy did get the 

northern frontier and the provinces of Trieste and Trent, the 

11 CamlIloPellizzi, Italy,. 39-41 .. 
12 Luigi s turzo, Italy and Fascismo, 44. 
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Istrian peninsula, and pola.. But the Dalmatian coast and 

the Adriatic lands mentioned in the London Treaty were now 

claimed by an Allied power, Jugoslavi'a. Wilson felt tha t .' 

it was his moral duty to secure Jugoslavia's aspirations at 

Ita ly's expense, and to this end he set forth his views to 

the Italian people over the heads of their accredited repre

sentatives. The Italian delegation left Paris at this dis

courtesy and upon its return ten days later found that the 

main ~uropean problems had been settled in their absence .. 

,All tha t was left was the presentation of the Peace Treaty 

to the German delegation .. 

The genera l attitude throughout Italy was one of dis

illUsionment, pain,and anger over not being sufficiently 

appreciated for her contribution to the war, and above all 

over not being treated with the same regard as the other peo

ples of Europe.. A rancor against those who had dragged Italy 

into the war spread among the masses and was directed chiefly 

against the government, which -seemed merely to stand by. Of

ficers and 501diers who dared to appear in public in uniform 

were attacked by the Socialists who were advocating revolu

tion by viol.ent means as the only solution to Italy's plight .. 

In the election of 1919 they won an outstanding victory of 

157 seats in Parliament .. 

3 

In addition to the discontent over the setbacks of the 

Peace Treaty there existed in postwar Italy a great number 

of economic and financial difficulties with which the Italian 

government was too paralyzed or too sta tic to cope. 

"!~" ':'~~';'J . 
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Just how serious these economic difficulties were seems 

as yet too difficult to ascertain from the readings. Pro-. 
Fascists emphasize them but at no time do they offer actual 

comparative statistics.. Anti-Fascists do explain the eco

nomic upheaval that followed the war and claim that it was 

no worse than any other postwar era in any other E..'uropean 

country. According to their statistics, Italy was on the 
ol 

men by 1922 'and the March on Rome was not needed to remedy 

" 

the economic crisis, nor to destroy the threat of Communism. 

However, this seems to have been the condition: the 

productive forces of the country were in part destroyed, in 

part turned, as a result of the war, into false channels. 

The lira fluctuated in value so drastically and suddenly 

9. 

that it wrought havoc particularly to the wage earners and 

salaried employees. During the war Italian currency had been 

kept up by English and American loans. With the peace, the 

Italian treasury had to fall back on its own resources. From 

July, 1918 to July, 1922, it was obliged to pay four billion 

gold dollars for the extraordinary war liabilities that were 
13 

maturing. Since .this amount could not be raised by taxa-

tion, the Treasury was obliged to inflate the currency .. 

Prices soared in consequence. Workers demanded higher wages 

and when their demands were rejected or answered too slowly, 

they resorted to strikes .. 

On the other hand, industrialists and bankers rused 

headlong into irrational undertakings, making attempts at 

·l~ uGaetanoSalvemini, Fascist Dictatorship 1n Italy, 30-3. 
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trade with ruined countries, urging the government to in

crease the paper money in circulation, thus producing a fic

titious economy. EVen in agricU;lture there occurred a capi- A 

ta1istic speculation in land simultaneously with the peasant 

demand for land of their own as was promised to them for their 

participation in the war. Ownership of land Was an immediate 

g.ain for the peasants 1n the light of the rapid rise in the 

cost of food. Furthermore, there was a drive to intensify 

the cultiVation of corn on the ill-cultivated fields of south 

and central Italy so as to diminish importa tion from abroad. 

There resulted from all this economic complexity a confused 

state of mind aggravated by the activities of the parties with 
14 

a mass following and by as sociations of ex.-combatants. 

Movements for r eform and reYolution pointed in various 

directions. The Nationalists renewed their prewar attacks 

on Parliament and demanded authoritarian and aristocratic 

government· and an imperialistic foreign policy .. 

The Socialists increased in number (50,000 prewar to 

200,000 postwar) to such an extent as to hold 157 seats in 

the Chamber of Deputies in 1919, chiefly because of the rapid 

industriali zation for military purposes during the war and 

the general disappointment at the subsequent increase in mis

ery... The extreme Socialists advocated revolution by violent 

means as the only solution to Italy's problems. Strikes and 

disorders inspired by them reached a climax in 1920 when the 

workers occupied the metallurgical factories of Lombardy and 

Piedmont. Neither the government nor the industrialists of-
• 

14 Luigi Sturzo, Ope ci.t., 51-8. 
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11. 

fered any resistance, and the workers, finding they could 

.( 

not operate the factories without capital or technical ex

perts , evacuated them aft er a few days . The revolutionary 

leaders suffered a loss of prestige simply because the party 

had not that trained leader shio so es sential for t he politi

cal guidance and educa tion of masses of people.. The thou

sands of new adherents had been won over by ephemeral passion 

rather tha.n by a clear unders t anding of the situ,atlon., Un

less t heir fa1th could be augmented by reasonable conviction, 

t hese masses would and did follow, a t the fir s t opportunity, 

a leader that captured their .fancy. George Seldes clai ms 
15 

that the first responsibility for Fas cism fall s to Socialism. 

In 1921, there was a fUrther weakening of the party by the se

cession ,of its Left Wing elements, which formed the Maximal-
16 

i s ts, taking their orders directly from Moscow. 

4 

Meanwhile in 1919, there were two new groups that were 

!:.ttracting those who were opposed to the Socialist program: 

the Popular Party foundBd by Don Luigi sturzo :with a demo-
17 

cratic program "inspired by Christian ethics" and the 

Fascio di CombattiIl1ento formed by Mussolini for the purpose 
18 

of restoring public order and the suppression of Socialism .. 

Fascism recruited its early adherents from the Nationalist 

15 George Saldes, Sawdust Caesar, 8. 
16 IVanoe Bonomi, From Socialism to Fascism, 58-105. 
17 Luigi s turzo, op. cit., 93 . 
18 New Consitution of the Fascist Party, edited by IT. 

w., Schneider, 317. 
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Party, from the r anks of the bourgeoisie, and especially 

among World V,far veterans. 

The years 1920-1921 were important in that Mus solini 

dropped the trimmings of syndicalism and gained for his 

movement the urban and rural classes, even the large land

owners of the South and the industrialists of the North. 

The enrollment grew from 30,000 in May, 1920, to 100,000 in 

12 .. 

A 

19 
February, 1921, to 300,000 at the time of the March on Rome. 

The reasons for this rapid rise lay in the murderous 

ruthlessness with which the sQuadre (armed bands of Fascists) 

carried on a vigorous campaign agains t the Socialists and 

Commwlists" The propertied classes, landowners, and indus

trialists, irritated and alarmed by the constant disturbances 

of public order, gradually turned to Fascism for aid. Added 

to this was the connivance of the authorities, local and cen

tral; the propaganda of the Popolo DIItalia, the Fascist or

gan; the connivance of the Army which had received orders 

from the government to help the- Fascists (October 20,1920); 
20 

the irreconcilable divisions of Parliament. 

Mussolinils success was due just as much to his car eful 

avoidance of saddling his party with a formal program as to 

any of the above reasons. He made it clear over and over 

again that he did not rely on drawn-up programs, for Italy 
21 

already had too many of them. His method was to solve 

a problem when it occurred by the means at hand. This fle :xi-

19 Herman Flner;-Mussollni IS . Italy, 132" 
20 Guisseppe Borgese, op. cit., 139-203. 
21 Mus solini, Speeches, 151. 
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bility appealed strongly to the Italian temperument and added 

numerous followers 011 the basis of enthusiasm for a national . 
idea , and antipathy to parliamentarism and socialism. 

Because Mussolini had no definite program, he was able 

gradually to penetrate Italian administrative and political 

machinery and organize a "state within a state" and use its 

powers to dominate situations that even the government 

could no longer dominate. 

., 

Giolitti's sudden decision in April, 1921 to dissolve 

Parliament and call for new elections was an opportunity for 

Musso1ini in that Giolitti asked the Fascists and the Nation-

alists to cooperate with the other middle class groups in 

forming a "constitutional bloc" to orfera united front to 

the meIlE+cing Socialist and Popular Parties. As a. result, 

35 Fascists found themselves in the Chamber of Deputies to

gether with ten Nationalists and a still smaller group of 

National Liberals. One of the deputies was MussolinL 

The problems now confronting him were the relation of 

his group to other parliamentary groups, and the relation 

of his group to the Fascist deputies who represented as 

many shades of feeling as there were localities from which 

they came. He proceeded to dispose of the first problem by 

telling Giolitti that since liberalism was a dead cause, he 

(Giolitti) could not have the support of the masses; so he 

(r..tussolini) could see no obligation to support an artificial 

cause. 

As to the second, he followed Rossi's advice and an-

·t·,·:: '.;~~;;' .. 
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nounced the ITrepublican ll tendency of Fascism, through his 

newspaper and by an abstention from Parliament when the King 

came to read his addr ess. Thus the difference between the 

Nationalists and the Fascists , which was practically unno-

ticeable in the elections, was sharply defined. 

Mussolini was now unshackled and stepped out as the 

leader of the. extreme Right. His program consisted of a 

strong foreign policy and an individualistic laissezfalre 

economic policy together with a reassertion of the authority 

and the integrity of the state in those matters which f all 
22 

i nto its proper sphere. 

While building up this new Right, Mussolini proceeded 

to make peace with the Socialists and accomplished it by the 
23 

.. 

Pact of . Pacification signed on August 3 , 1981" On July 23, 

he had managed to trace a surprising similarity between his 

doctrines of Church-State and those of the Popular Party. 

Then on July 30, he had suggested tha t what the nation needed 

was a government of the coalition of the three parties that 

represented the masses. "It will be this coalition which 

will have the mer! t of leading Italy towH.rd her higher des-
24 

tinies .. " 

The result . of the aIUlouncement of the republican trend 

was more violent than Mussolini had anticipated and it prac

tically ruined his chances to achieve anything. He beat a 

22 Luigi sturzo, op • . cit., 100-8 .. 
23 H. W. Schneider, MakIng the Fascist s tate, 72. 
24 Mussolin1, D1uturna, 449-52. 
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hasty retreat, explaining that Fascism had no tendencies . 

whatsoever, that 'it was neither monarchical ItO republican, 

that the monarchy in fact had much for which to thank the 

Fascists, and that the movement would continue to be with

out political prejudices, adopting 8.lways what ever po11cies 
25 

might make for the moral elevation of the country. 

The Paoification Pact received little support outside 

the Milan fascio for the squadrists believed in finishing 

the fight against Socialism and not in allying themselves 
26 

with a corpse. Whereupon Mussolini attempted r esigna-

tion from the Directorate of the movement but was refUsed, 

and the Pacification Pact went into effect. But the Pact 

was broken in November, 1921, when the Socialists deolared 

a tramway a.nd transportation strike on the occasion of the 

Fasoist Congress in Rome. 

This internal chaos in the Fas cistranlcs and the par

liamentary situation led Mus90lini to demanda definite 

party organization for Fascism-" At the Congress in 1921, 

three views were presented: Mus solinits, Dino Grandi's, 
27 

and Marsich's. 

" 

According to Mussolini, a right wing was neoessary to 

counterba18.Ilce the Socialist and Popular Parties. Fascism 

was to continue the work of Cavour. It .would accept the 

Treaty of Rapallo and car ryon an imperiali stic foreign 

policy. He warned against r eVOlutionary t actics in the cur-

25 H. W.. Schneider, op.. -cI t .. , -'(5--=----~---~ · 

26 Musso11ni, Diuturna , 344 . 
27 H .. W .. Schneider, Ope cit., 72-3. 
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rent economic crisis and against paternalism., Fascism fa

vored the organization of national economic councils of ex

perts, but otherwise recommended individualistic economic 

policy. Both parasitic capital i sts and class-conscious 

workers were to be subjected to the higher interes t s of the 

nation. Fascism was to take a constructive political form 

now that the violent and revolutionary era had pas sed~ 

The second view offered by Dino Grandi, a D' ,Annunzian 

nationalist, reminded Mussolini tha t Fascism was not a party 

but a movement, a movement of eombattimento. Fascism was 

to be a "synthesis of the idealistic forces of modernism, 

syndicalism, and nationalism which were generated before 

the war ..... Fascism must be inspired by the nationalist phi

losophy, of state 'as a positive organic spiritual whole in 

opposition to the neg ative indi vidualistic philosophy of 
28 

state typified by the liberalism of Cavourll .. 

16. 

.. 

A third view by Pietro Marsich was t hat of the national-

liberals opposing mere party, favoring syndical organization, 

individualistic economics and less fighting. 

The commission which drafted the program after the 

speeches were over synthesized the viewpoints, but ill main 

it was along A,l!Ussolinian lines though it was so bedecked 

with national verbiage thB.t it could mean all things to all 

men. Consequently, no one took Fascism seriously, since it 

did not seem to know whether it was going to the right or to 

the left. Misuri summed up the situation: 

28 Ibid., 76. 
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The tendency toward the left en
couraged by the complicated and obscure 
aotivities of the most irresponsible 
and degenerate left-win"g elements was 
merely an opportunlstlcand demagogic 
show. In reality Fascism tends neither 
to the right nor to the lett; the 
government has pretended to go to the 
right; but in fact, both go zig-zag ac
cording to the dictates of the moment. 29 

After the foundation of the party, Mussolini concen

trated on an intensive study of foreign relations, on 

strengthening his grip on the party machine, and on disci

plin1ng the militia. The formation of the militia was but 

the military aspect of the formation of the party~ 

At this t1me also Fascism adopted not only the uni

forms of the Arditi (name applied to D'.Annunzio's followers) 

" 

but also their songs, symbols,and organization. The Latin

ism and Romanism of DtAnnunzio became characteristic. April 

21, the legendary founding of Rome, becmae a Fascist holi

day, celebrated by the famous "Roman March". The Roman sa

lute, the lictor's rods were adopted as well as the termi

nology of Roman military organization of maniples, centuries, 

cohorts and legions. Mussolini was the Chief Honorary Cor

poral of the Legions. The whole militia was to be devoted 

exclusively to the national service; their chief duty in 

1921 and 1922 was to break strikes. 

By 1922, strikes had been reduced from 1,267,935 to 

644,564 in industry; in agricul.ture, from 1,045,73~~ to 
BO 

72,298. 

17. 

29 A.. Misurl,Rl Vol t .a Morale, 48. 
30 Gaetano Salvemini, Fascist Dictatorship in Italy,30-B. 
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There were rapid defections in the party for want of 

something to do, and it looked as though Fascism would go 

the way of all minorities. . 
" 

The deadlock in Parliament oame to Mussolini's rescue. 

The deadlock amounted to this: the Socialists of the North 

and the Popularists of the South could not agree because of 

regional separation and political views. The middle-class 

government could not carryon without the support of one or 

the other.. It tried to carryon by playing the one against 

the other. But the Socialists, b~ing the largest single 

group wrolted to dominate and consequently would listen to 

no prime minister except a Socialist one. The middle-class 

did not want a Socialist Prime Minister.. Cabinet after cabi

net fell', until finally the King had exhausted the middle-

class possibilities.. He conceived the idea of getting a 

Socialist candidate, hoping th.."lt Mussol1ni would participate 

in such a ministry. But Mussolini made it known that only 

on condition that he was Prime Minister would he consent to 

a coalition of any kind. Meanwhile the press had completely 

discredited Parliament; throughout the country there was 

confusion.. Mussolini spoke of a "fascist revolution" in 

September, 1922, and calmed the Monarch by saying that there 

was a change possible in the political regime without dis

turbing the House of Savoy. Fe spoke and wrote incessantly 

about the kind of government he hoped to establish for Italy .. 

He presented his demands for the dis solving of the Chamber, 

electoral reform, and elections as the solution for the 

:.!; ... .: 'j~';' 
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31 
deadlock. 

During October the Fascists made themselves the com

plete masters of northern and southern Italy by t aking pos

session of prefectures and police headquarters, and by 

"guarding" r ailroads and telegraph offices. 

October 24 there was a Congress at Naples and Mussolini 

announced t hat if there was no solution forthcoming from the 

government, there 'Would be a March on Rome..J~ld t here was ~ 

For Facta let matters drift and the mini s try resigned. The 

Fascist armies a s sembled at Civltavecchia, a little north

west of Rome.. Musso11ni went to Milan to await the outcome. 

October 28, 50,000 Black Shirts began to pour into 

Rome. Facta declared a state of siege, but recalled it be

cause the King refused to sign the document on the advice 

.. 

of the Duke of Ostia who said that t he Army would not fight .. 

When Salandra asked Mussolini if he would join hi s ministry, 

Musso11nl refused.. On October 29, the King telephoned Mus so

llni,asking him to form a ministry. Mussolini came to Rome 

sa.ying, "Tomorrow Itlay will not have a ministry but a gov-
32 

e rrlIll en t • " 

By October 30, the new ministry was formed and Mussolini 

ordered the 50,000 Black Shirt.s out of Rome within t wenty

four hours. Fascism had become the government! 

31 ·· -~LU1g~iSturzo, o-p~- cit~;-;T03. 

32 Mussolin1, Speeches, 175. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE THOUGHT 

Though many observers believed that when Musso11ni 

marched on Rome October 28, 1922, a revolution hud occurred, 

it was not 50 in reality. It was more of a bid for power 

by a militant minority which was efficiently organized, ade-

quately financed (by the government afld by industrialists), 

ably led and unscrupuously determined to impose its will on 

the nation .. 

As we have seen, its success was due chiefly to the 

social, economic, and political crises in which Italy found 

herself and from which she did not seem to have the power to 

extricate herself. In an hour of crisis people aI'S always 

willing ,to rally about a leader of promise • .And when this 

promise is vague and nebulous, surrounded by thunder and 

pledge of action, then even more are they content to risk 

a better future, hoping desperately that better conditions 

than those of the present will -eventually be achieved. 

.. 

Furthermore, M:ussolini' s very character and perso:nali ty 

and ambition had much to do with the Fascistic bid for power .. 

He had come from the region of the Homagnole, where violence 

was the order of the day in the heated disoussions of politics, 

where political ties were as strong as family ties, where 

every Italian movement had its arena for debate from Jacobin

ism, Carbonarism, Mazzinian Republicanism, insurrect1onism, 

anarchism to revolutionary Socialism. 

In addition to this early environmental inheritance, 

·:'t ... : '.~:~';'~ 
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Mussolini had an innate aptitude to "seize the moment, to 

profit by circumstances, to hold in check the mo s t experience9. 

and shrewd men, to come out of a tight corner wi th ease and 
1 

elegance" • 

Once installed in power, the first concern of the Fas

cist regime was to consolidate itself and maintain itself in 

power.. A coalition government had to transform itself into 

Mussolinif s government.. To this end the political parties 

had to be broken up to make way for the one party in power, 

and Parliament was forced by MUssolini's demand for special 

powers aIld electoral r eform to vote itself out of existence .. 

" 

But as this business of destroying democratic Italy 

went forward, and the outlines of the new order became more 

definite, and as people in general began to be critical of 

some of Mussolinifs high-handed methods, his legalization of 

violence for national ends, it became increas ingly important 

to draw up a political theory that could be used for indoc

trination purposes and for justifying his seizure and reten

tion of power. From the writings and speeches of Mussolini 

and his party satellites it is possible to piece together a 

Fascistic ideology. Alfredo Rocco, once a professor of law 

at the University of Padua and later Minister of Justice un

der fufussolini, and Giovarmi Gentile, a Hegelian philosopher 

of Ituly and Minister of l~ducatlon from 1922 to 1924, are the 

most noteworthy of Fascistic theorists. They did not create 

a whole philosophy afresh; r ather they picked up congenial 

1 Luigi sturzo, 0p" cTt-.. , 17-8. 
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ideas from a number of sources and skillfully blended the 

ingredients into a philosophy th!3- t prided itself on incon- .. 
sistency, progres siveness, and pre.cticality. MUssollni said: 

We do not believe in dogmatic programmes , 
in that kind of rigid frame which is sup
posed to sacrifice the changeable, changing, 
and complex reality •••• We permit ourselves 
the luxury of being aristocrats and demo
crats, conservatives and progres s ives, re
actionaries and revolutionaries, 1egali
tarians and l11egalitarians, according to 
the circumstances of time, place, and en
vironment--in a word, '.0£ the history in 
which weare constrained to live and actr 2 

22. 

There are three streams of thought that run through 

Fascistic ideology simply because these were the three streams 

that were current in Italian thought a t the time: national

ism, syndicalism, and idealism. Nationalism l aid the foun

dation for the political state, idealism supplied the mystique, 

while syndicalism established the eoonomic state and became 

the machine through which Fascisrn dominated the people as a 

whole. 

1 

Nationalistic doctrine had been developing ever since 

Mazzini, but in 1910 the Nationalistic AssociHtion was formed 

by a small group of intellectuals and their young disciples, 

and after 19~1 their movement grew enormouslYr Corradini's 

paper, Ieea Nazionale, became a popular and powerful organ 

of public opinion for the younger generation. In 1913, the 

Nationalist Association became a political party and sent 

six dep'uties to the Parliament.. The more significant forms 

.. -~--~--------1'I . 
2 Herman Finer, op. cit .. , 1i-8. 
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as the start1ng point for all political organization.. 'l'his 

could never be, since "the Patrie is a definite organism, a 

living coherent thing ...... Society could no more be broken up 

into the indi viduals that compose it than can a geometr i cal 
4 

surface be broken up into straight linestt~ In addition to 

.. 

all this, democracy was based on party government; then au

thority became a matter of voting for those who were most 

clevel' a.t playing upon 1:ndividual interests against the na

tional lllteres ts.. Stil l another compl aint against democracy: 

"It has everywhere destroyed national government and handed 
5 

over all real control to international f1nance.," The re-

suIt of a general election never bore any recognizable re

l a tion to popular government.. The whole affa ir was planned 

and cart-iedout by party machines which a lone decided the 

is sues upon which the elections were held, for they crea ted 

the machines and financed their upkeep .. 

As a remedy for all these evils which democracy brought 

on France and on t he world in general, Maurras insisted on 

the eternal and immortal char acter of her editary government, 

whether republican or monarchic. He had no objection to an 

elective system of representation especially in local and 

provincial affairs, but the system must haves. supreme cen

ter of authority superior to and independent of the mere ex

pres sion of the popular will. To the liberal · principles that 

a re the basis of de.mocracy he opposed the four princ1ples of 

heredity, tradition, ant1-parliamentarism, and decentral1za-

4 Ibl(l~- 25. 
5 Ibid., 32. 
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tion. He looked to a revolution that was to be directed 

against the democratic and elective form of the state but 
.. 

not against the state as State. The genesis of such an in

surrection lay in the "coalition into an energetic and clear

sighted minority of all the forces of order against !!l,ll the 
6 

forces of anarchy"~ 

Maurras defined nationalism as 

... ' .. the exclusi va pursuit of ne tional 
policies, the absolute maintenance of 
national integrity and the steady in
crease of national power, for a nation 
declines when it loses military might .. 7 

This type of nationalism made the nation an end in it

self. It became an instrument of jingoists, militarists, and 

imperialists. In domestic affairs it was highly illiberal 

and tyrannical because all citizens wereob~iged to conform 

to a common standard of marmers and morals and to share the 

same unreasoning attitude of enthusiasm for it. They were 

obliged tosubordlnate all personal liberties to the nation's 

purpose and, if the common people murmured, democracy was a

bridged and gagged in the name. of national interests .. 

Though Mussol1ni claimed that "in Fas cism are to be 
8 

found ideas which began with Sorel, Peguy, and Lagardelle t' , 
it seems that his nationalism was more of Maurras l type. 

Peguy had contacts with Maurras of the Action Francaise but 

there was a sharp contrast between the two as to how France 

was to be saved.. Meurras: "France cannot be perfectly re-

6 Ibid., 40 .. 
7 Feliks Gross, 1<::Uropean leologies, 575. 
8 Mussol1ni, 'FascIsm: Doctrine and Institutions, 5. 
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9 
stored but by the extirpation of disfigured France .. " Pe-

26 .. 

guy preferred the slow healing, the silent ripening, the deli:-

cat e pruning.. There was never controversy between them but 

~lelich was busy in t he way most suited to his peculiar gifts, 

preparing the French for imminent war; both were able to 

call the same ardor to life; neither wished to do the other 

down, and for a time parallel lines of influence were pos-
10. 

slblell~ Peguy's greates t gift was his ability to parry 

with keen, sharp thrus t s : 

Anarchy has a right. I mean this ab
solutely. But where t her e is no right and 
what we will Dot have is for anarchy to 
govern us vested with the authority of the 
state.. 11 

Thus his greatest contribution to the era was the arousing 

through ,his Cahiers of 8. nationalism that swept Europe. 

.. 

Italian nationalis ts before 1914 gave to Italy a con

vincing explanation of the di sparity between national po

t entialities and the prewar government of Italy. They taught 

the primary duty of disciplining the na.tion for the struggle 

with other nations.. Foreign policy was to have first place 

and was to be frankly imperialistic.. Its.1y wa.s to expect in

ternationa l competition in normal times, and war in t ,imes of 

crisis. Devotion of t he people to t he people was to become 

a veritable myth in the 80rellian sense. "Nothing for the 

1ndi vidual, :all for Italyll was t he mot to. 

After the World W'ar ,the Nationalists were the chief 

9 Daniel Halevy, Peguy and Les Cahiers de lEi Quinzalne,133. 
10 Ibid., 135. 
11 Ibid." 237. 
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exponents of the fallacy o.f democracy that a state can be 

built upon a mere aggregate ot individuals. According to 
" 

27., 

them, true government was based on an organic conception of 

society. This is found in the idea of the nation a s a living 

ideal unity. It was this unity the Nationalists claimed to 

represent. The Nationalist Association regarded itself as 

being on an entirely different plane from parliamentary par

ties in that it represented no particular clientele nor class, 

aIld disbelieved in the whole democratic machinery. It stood 

tor the unity of the nation and for the monarchy a s the sym

bol of that unity. It stood for popular sovereignty, that is 

collective sovereignty, not individual nor group sovereignty. 

It stood for the government of the elite, since only those 

people could govern a nation, a unity, that could grasp and 

pursue the good of the whole. No elections or parties could 

produce a ruling group; if they coUld, why the recurrent de

mand for extraordinary powers in times of crisis? Further

more, the Nationalists stood fo-r the complete immolation of 

the citizen to the state, for the state is nothing more tban 

the embodiment of the ideal unity of its members. In other 

words, nothing for the individual; everything for the state .. 

This implied that the individual citizen should be ·able to 

find his own happiness and realization in and through the 

national State.. If he failed, it would be because he was not 

really a part of the nation. Duty, discipline, and sacrifice 

must bind the citizen to the state.. The state, not its in

dividual citizens, must be free. The stnte must have rights 

and the citizen, duties. Heirarchy, the ordered system of 

'.;.{~; ... 



12 
social fUnctions, must replace democracy. 

Knowing these tenets of nationalism, it 1s very e.asy to 

understand how it was pos sible for the Nationalists in 1922 . 

to fuse with the Fascists, since the Fascists found in na

tionalism the political theory they lacked, and nationalism 

found in fascism the mass formation it had never been ·able 

to acquire .. 

Mussol1ni personally gave the idea of heirarchy a much 

more prominent role than it had among the Nationalists.. He 

seems to have come by this through military channels.. His 

earliest ideas of political reconstruction after the war 

were all modeled on army patterns. Interventionism had 

given a military turn to all of Mussolini' s thin'king.. So 

many of his early followers were soldiers returned from the 

war.. Gradually he gave to heirarchy a moralistic and ·an 

idealistic form: 

The historic task that awaits us is 
to make this nation intoR national state .. 
This is a moral idea that finds embodiment 
in a system of respons-ible neirarchies, 
whose members from the highest to the low
est feel the pride and privilege of doing 
their particular duty., ...... Our one alm must 
be the erection of this single, unified 
being, the nation-state, the sole bearer 
of the whole history, the whole future, 
.and the whole power of the Italian people .. 13 

In 1925, Profes sor Rocco, then Minister of Justice in 

MUssollni's cabinet, set forth the first authoritative theory 

of Fascism in a speech dellveredat Perugia,and sanctioned 

12 MUssollrii, Speeches, -149. 
13 Ibid~, 162. 
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wh.oleheartedly by Mlls solin1. 

Rocco incorporated the nationalistic theories of a 

strong state, a strong army, a minority ruling class , a for

eign policy of conquest. He explained the.t fundamentally 

socialism w·as merely the log 'ical outcome at its nethermost 

point of that liberalism which claimE:ld that the aim of $0-

14 
c1ety is the welfar e of the individual members. 

Fa.scism was the direct antithesis to such an idea.. It 

reJected completely the theories derived from natural law 

" 

and con'sidered humanity as a. biologica l .find not a social con-

ception.. That meant t ha t mankind in its generations, past, 

present,afld future was subordinate to the society in which 

it happened to exist. The individual was the means, the 

society :was the end.. And to carry it still further : 

For Fe.scism society ha s hi s torical and 
immanent ends o,r preservation, e}~p:ansion, 
improvement, quite distinct from those of 
the individuals which at a given moment 
compose it; so distinct, in f act, that 
they may be in opposition. Henee the neces
s i ty of s acri,ficeeven up to th(:) tota.l Immo
.la.t10nof individuals in behalf of society; 
hence the true explana.tion of war, eternal 
law of mankind, interpreted by liberal-demo
cra tic doctrines a s deg enerate absurdi ty or 
asa maddened monstrosity.. 15 

Thus he explained ins titutions and practises which liberalism 

condemned. 

Fascism faced squarely the problem ot right oftha state 

and the duty of individuals., Individual rights were reoog-

nized only in so far as they were implied in the rights of 

29 .. 

14 Alfredo Rocco, The Political Doctrine of Fascl-sm-; Z9S::9" 
15 Ibid., 402 .. 
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the state.. Fascism took into consideration the f act that 

an indi vidual must develop freely, but not under a bill .of 

rights; rather "the individual must be allowed to develop 
16 

his personality in behalf of the state". But a.n immense 

and dishonest development of some individuals and groups of 

individuals might be injurious to the whole. ItFreedom is 

therefore due to the citizens and to the class es on condi

tion that they exercise it in the interests of society as ·a 

whole and wi thin the limits set 'by social e.:xigences, liber ... 
17 

ty being a concession of the state" .. 

Economic development is essentially a social interest, 

but Fascism considered that normally it wa s best to leave to 

individual enterprise the development of the economic phe

nomenon, both in the productive and distributive states, as 

there was no other way of obtaining max imum results except 

by individual effort. But liberalism regarded this freedom 

us existing for the benefit of the individual, whereas Fas-
18 

cism regarded it as e :;dsting for that of society. 

Fascism rejected the theory of popular sovereignty and 

set up in its place state sovereignty. It proclaimed that 

"the great mass of citizens is not a suitable advocate of 

soclal interests for t he reas on that the capacity to ignore 

individual private interests in favor of the higher demands 

of society and of history 1s a rare g1tt and the privilege 

of a chosen tew.. Natural intelligence and cultural prepa-

~. ---~-------

16 J.~J.u .• , 404. 
17 Ibid .. , 404. 
18 ibId., 404. 
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ration are of great service in such tasks. still more va.1u

able is the intuitiveness of rare great minds, their tradi-
19 • 

tionalis,m, and their inherited qualities." This did not 

mean that the mass must be excluded from the life of the 

state.. Every individual has something to offer and to con

tribute and it would be "as wise to afford this instinct the 

means of declaring itself as it 1s judicious to entrust the 
20 

normal control of the commonwealth to the elite". 

Fascism recognized the right of private property not 

because of its individual bearing but because of its social 

utility. Socialism made an error in the collective organi

zation of production, since it removed in that setup the in

centive of individual interes t, the fundamental spring of hu

man activities. 

Even though Fascism permitted private property, it elim

inated class self-defense in the way of strikes, lockouts, 

and substituted for it state justice, "the realization of 

justice among the classes by and through the state". To fa

cilitate this change Fascism created its own syndicalism, 

whereby the syndicate became "an instrument of legal defense 
21 

of the classes both within and without the law courts". 

31. 

In the second part of this speech, Rocco quoted the ori

gins of Fascism and outlined the development of the authori

tative state in Italy by citing the contributions of Plato, 

Aristotle, st. Thomas AqUinas, Dante, MaChiavelli, Vico, and 

19-101(1., 405. 
20 Ibid., 406. 
21 Ibid., 407 .. 
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CUoco to Italian thought~ This long list of elaborate 

names is evidence of a technique, Fascism used frequently, 

that of reinterpretation and distortion of phra.s(~s or ideas 

to enhance the popularity of its particular kind of thought. 

For example, Da.nte did empl~s 1ze a strong empire with sepa

r ation of Church and State as a means of achieving universa l 

peace. Fascists contended that his advocacy of separation 

of Church and State pointed to a belief in the authoritarian 

sta te whiCh alone would be able to crea te a world empire, 

through war. Where Dante wanted peace, Fascists wnnted war. 

As far a s Fascism 1s concerned, Rocco was correct in 

saying that "Machiave lli was not only a great political au

thority; he taught the mastery of energy and wille< Fascism 

3·2 .. 

.. 

22 
learns from him not only its dootrines but its aotion as well". 

,:And what did Ftiscism learn? That the end justifies the 

means; that the end of the stat.e is power, unrela ted to 

morals; that hypocrisy, deceit, relig10n are tools to fur

ther the power of the state; tha t practical, effective meth

ods for exp-anding the power of the sta te 'are increase of 

population, formation of fortUI}ste alllances, the maintenance 

of a national army rather than me,rcenary troops, regulation 

of economic activity, the lise of dictatorinl authority, dash, 
23 

boldness .' 

Rocco gave credit to Vico for lithe criticism of 4.emocra

cies, the affirmation of their brief existenoe, the condem-

22 Ibid., 412. 
23 Consult Nicolo Machiavelli's T.he Prince and Discour

~, Books I, II, III. 
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Dation of pacifism, the as sertion that right is actualized 
24 

by bodily force, and without force right i s of no avail". 

Vico conceived of civil liberty as subjection to law, as 

just subordination of the private to the public interes ts 

under the sway of the state . Vico sketched modern society 

as a world of nations each one guarding its own imperium, 
25 

fighting jus t and not inhuman wars 0-

According to Rocco, Vichian doctrine was expounded and 

popularized by Cuoco, who in tUrn influenced Mazzini, "whose 

interpretation of the function of the citi zen as duty and 

mission is to be connected with Vicols doctrine rather than 

with the philosophic and politioal doctrines of t he French 
26 . 

Revolutlon" • 

In Mazzini's conception of the citizen 
as an instrument for the attainment of the 
nation's ends and therefore submissive to a 
higher mission, to the duty of supreme sacri
fice, we see the anticipation of one of the 
fundamental pOints of Fascist doctr ine. 27 

Thus the Fascistic myth is summed up as a "powerful, 

innovating movement, issuing from the war and of which Fas

cism is the purest expression .... .,to re store Italian thought 

in the sphere of political doctrine to its own traditions 
28 

which are the traditions of Rome". 

2 

Though idealists and nationalists come to much the 

24 Rocco, Ope oit., 413. 
25 Giambattista. Vico, Autobiography, 46-75. 
26 Rocco, op. cit .. , 414. 
27 Ibid .. , 415. 
28 Ibid .. , 415. 
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same conclusions, they are historically quite distinct theo

ries, especially in It,aly. The nationalists have no use for 

the "German philosophy" and Hegelian dialectic in which the 

idealists are steeped. 

Idealism in Italy began with Francesco De Sanctis and 

Silvio Spaventa, who attempted to give secular politics and 

culture a spiritual meaning. De Sanct1s is significant pri

marily because he introduced lIegel into Italy and thus laid 

the foundations for the modern idealistic school. As a po

litical prisoner in the old castle at Naples he translated 

Hegel's Logic, and then during his exile he led the revival 

34F 

A 

of literary criticism on the basis of idealistic aesthetics .. 

During the sixties he took an active part in the politics of 

the new' Italian state.. 'He was one of the first to raise his 

voice of protest against the cliques of politicians and the 

maneuvers of special interests which had made their appearance 

in Pa,rllament. In the int~rests of more dignified and ideal

istic politics he joined the struggling Left agains t the sor

did Right. But finding the Left no better, he centered his 

strength on forming a nucleus of new-Right wing idealistic 

patriots, who refused to yield to demagogy and corruption and 

who continued to uphold the romantic political i dealism of 

the Resorgimento .. 

Spav~nta continued this tradition and upheld the ideal 

of a strong omnicompetent state in the face of both liberals 

and clericals. His "adoration of the state" became a central 

theme of debate and the r allying cry for this and that force 

'J, 
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whose aim was to strengthen the young Italian national gov

ernment. It wa s this "noble Right" which 1s supposed to hav~ 

passed on the idealism of the Resorgimentoto the Fascists 

and it was this tradition that the Fa.scist Ri ght of the Cham-
29 

ber of Deputies tried to revive. When the Fascists sent 

their first deputies to Parliament in 1920, Mussolinl being 

one of them, they even occupied this same extreme right posi

tion in the Chamber from where they thundered forth their de-

mands and criticisms. 

Croce, the greatest exponent of Italian idealism in the 

prewar era, stated that the modern state 1s l argely preoccu

piedw1th economic and material affairs; consequently, order 

,and authority are good and even necessary., However, 1n the 

realm of the spirit, i n scienee,art, religion,. there should 

be complete freedom. A state cannot regulate these items .. 

Giovanni Gentile broke away from Croce on the point of 

complete freedom in the realm of culture and attempted to re

concile an economic and cultural state into one r eality or 

idea. He would not admit of a plurality of personalities, 

35~ 

30 
only one Transcendental Ego as the world's self-consciousness. 

Reacting against individualistic liberalism, he revived the 

Hegelian concept.ion of State, lithe ethical state".. But he 

was car eful to make 1 t appear a s a strictly Italian do.ctrlne, 

erecting Gioberti and Mazzini into idealists, when fundamen

tally they were nationalists. He emphasized especially the 

29 MUs:solln-i,S~e-eches-,-183. 
30 :Augelo Cresp , Contemporary Thought of It,ail, 195. 
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religious unity of the people und the close connection be

tween thought and action during the Resorgimento. This doc- . 

trine was labeled "new liberalism n until Fascism came along., 

Unable to reconcile the two, Gentile was obliged to proclaim 
31 

himself a straight Fascist after the Aventine Seces sion. 

From then on, he and his disciples became the most dis

tinguished group of Fascist "thinkersfl and succeeded in giv

ing the impression very widely that their particular brand 

of idealistic philosophy was also the official philosophy of 

Fascism. Though this was not true, the idealists were cer

t ainly predominant fll1d far above any other philosophical 
32 

group both in numbers and erudition. 

. , 

Gentile contr1buted an article to Foreign Affairs, Jan

uary, 1928, entitled "The Philosophic Basis of !<'ascism". He 

stated that Fascism is "totalitarian in scope in that it con

cerns itself not only with political organization and politi

cal tendency but with the whole w1ll, thought, and feeling of 
33 

the nation". Furthermore, Fascism is idea1istic--'l'hought 

and Action are coincident--no thought has value which is not 

already e)!'pressed in action. The real views of the Duce are 

those which he formulates and executes at one and the same 
34 

time. 

Fascism is anti-intellectual 1n that there is no divorce 

of thought from action, of theory from practise. Fascism is 

31 Luigi Sturzo, op. cTt., 115 .. 
32 William M. McGovern, b'rom Luther to Hi tler, 553. 

36. 

33 Giovanni Gentile, "The Philosophic Basis of Fascism", 
Foreign Affairs, VI, January, 1928, 290-304. 

34 Ibid., 299. 
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hostile to all utopian systems which are destined never to 

face the test of reality. It 1s hOptile to all science and 
.. 

37. 

philosophy which remain matters of mere f ancy and intelligence. 

Fascism holds in scorn a man who is above the conflict when 

his country or its important interests are at stake. 

He continued his explanation by stating that "Fascism 

is not a political system but has its center of gravity in 

politics. It came into being to meet the serious problems 
35 

of politics in postwar Italy." 

The politics of Fa scism revolves wholly around the con

cept of the national State. s tate and individual are one and 

the same thing; they are inseparable terms of a necessary 

synthesis., The Fascist s tate is always in the making by the 

consciousness and the will of the c i tizen. This means that 

the State 1s a wholly spiritual creation. The people who 

oomprise the state are always creating the nation with their 

acts. Therefore, state and Nation are one and the same thing .. 

The Fascist state is 8 people's State and as such, the 

democratic state, par excellence., The relationship between 

state and citizen (not this or that citizen, but all citizens) 

is accordingly so intimate that the State exists only as, and 

in so far as the citizen causes it to exist. Its formation, 

therefore, is the formation of a consciousness of it in in

dividuals, in the masses. Hence the need of the party and of 

all the instruments of propaganda and educe.tion which Fascism 

uses to make the thought and will of the Duce the thought and 

35 Ibid., 302 .. 
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will of the ma.s ses. 

On the popular char acter of, thG Fascist St ate likewise 

depends its gr.eatest social and Constitutional reform--the 

foundation of the Corporation of Syndi cates.. In this reform 

Fascism takes over from syndicalism the notion of the moral 

and educational function of the syndicate. The Corporation 

38. 

" 

of Syndica.tes is necessary in order to reduce the syndicates 

to State discipline and make them an expression of the s t ate's 

orgsnisIl'l from within. The Corporation of Syndicates is a de

vice through which the Fascist State goes looki.ng for the in

dividual in order to create itself through the individual's 

will.. This individuHl exists as a specialized productive 

force who, by the f -act of his specialization, is brought to 

unite with other individuals of his same category and comes 

to belong with them to the one great economic unit which is 
36 

none other than the nation. 

The foregoing summary of Gentilian doctrine or inter

pretation of Fascism is conside"red by some historians to be 

"actual idealism transferred to politics".. Both Gentilianism 

and Fascism reduce reali ty that counts and has value to a 

spiritual unity so that t1::.o individual 1s swallowed "'P either 

in the mind -as Gentile would Mve it, or in the State as Fas

cism would have it., 

Fundamentally, idealism means that man can know nothing 

but his own thought" Descartes and Berkeley were the origi

nal idealists. With Kant came transcenliental idealism., teach-

36 Ibla~~ 304. 
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ing that external reality is not known to man as it 1s in 

itself, but only as it appears in the mind. Following Kant, 

l"ichte, Schelling, and Hegel advanced to absolute idealism, 

holding that beyond the representations of the thinking sub

ject noth1ng exists~ Gentile reached the terminus when he 

reduced the thinking subject to one, identified the object 

with the subject, and made of this identity "not a being or 
37 

a substance but a constructive process of development". 

.. 

As we analyze Fascism closely, it is clear that the 

Fascist state does not conform to the Gentilian notion that 

reduces all reality to thought. Besides thought, the Fascist 

State postUlates a multitude to be unified by thought; Fas

cism is the expression of a people through the conscience and 

will of , the few, if not indeed that of the single man. The 

multitude making up the State is as real in the Fascist re

gime as in any democracy, for Fascism defines itself as "an 
38 

orga.nized, centralized, authoritarian democracy". The 

Fascist state is not the Transcendental Ego of Gentile.. On 

the contrary, Gentile has forsaken his philosophy which ad

mits of "nothing real outside of thought" in order to be the 

eloquent spokesman of a regime that has no philosophy of any 

k1nd, but which needs one under which to take cover.. So 

Gentile, to be a Fasci st, ceased to bea Gentilian and wel~t 

outside of thought to embrace the Fascist state as the con-
39 

cr ete, positive form of the Gentilian spirit. It is then 

39 .. 

37 Giovanni Gentile, Theory of Mind as Pure Act, 3'7, 241 .. 
;, 8 Mussolini, Political and Soc i al Doctrine of Fascism, 33. 
39 Giovanni Gentile, "Philoso phical Basis of Fascism", 303. 
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incorrect to consider Fascism as actual idealism transferred 

to politics; r a ther Getltl1e has forsaken a.ctua1 idealism that 

he might be a Fascist .. 

Furthermore, Fascism i s not Genti1ian in its unity. 

Gentile reduces multiplicity to spiritual unity; the multi

tude is absorbed into the unity of the transcendental "we". 

Fascism stands for the moral unity of a well-organized so

ciety.. Both Fascism and Gentilianism are anti-individual, 

but in essentially different ways. Gentile destroys indivi

uals; Fascism unite s them. It is quite one thing to say 

.. 

that individuals do not exist at all, and another, that in

div1duals ·are to be recognized insofar as their inter es ts co

incide with those of the state.. Fascism does not crush the 

individual and claims to give the individual such rights as 

it sees fit. Gentilian philosophy, on the contrary does a

way completely with the individual, resolving all things in

to an "unmultiplinble and infinite unity". All persons must 

be absorbed into the transcendental self which is the only 

true self, so that what is other than "lie" is not so other 

a.s not to be ourself.. It is clear then that the unity of 

Fascism which unites multiplicity into a moral oneness is not 

the unity of Gentilian philosophy which destroys multiplicity. 

Though Gentile himself realized that to be a Fascist he 

was obliged to forsake his monistic idealism, he nevertheless 

endeavored in a clever way to make the Fascistic State appear 

to be his transcendental "we". Consequently, we can say that 

the Hegelian school paved the way for the acceptance and the 

triumph of Fascism by providing a vocabulary, a terminology, 
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or a mantle for presenting Fascist doctrine in such a way as 

to appeal to a large section of the people who would be re

pelled by the brutal cold calcUlation of Machiavellianism 

and the confusion of irrationalism" 

Mussol1ni was willing to us e any help that 'fvould fur

ther his cause. The · Neo-Hegelians were s'trong and eloquent 

supporters of the ,Subordination of the individual to the 

state, and of authoritarianism. Since Gentile was one of 

" 

the leaders of Italian intellectual thought, it 1s not at all 

surprising that Mussol i nl used him to promote the Fascistic 

theory of state and allowed him to use whatever arguments he 

chose in the process, so long as Fascism was glorified. On 

the same principle, Barnes racei ved the approv8.1 of the Duce 

for his Universal Aspect~~ of Fascism based on Neo-Scholasti

cism. 

When Gentile became lilinist'er of Educa tioIl, edt tor of the 

Italian Encyclopedia, and director of the Nationalmaseist 

Institute of Culture (the o£fie-ia l propaganda orgalliz.ation 

of the regime), he always gave a Neo-Hegelian veneer to Fas

cist principles.. E:ventually we detect even pragmatic Musso-

11r11 and nationalistic Rocco using many terms and arguments 

and phras es invented by the Hegelian school, simply because 

these terms had popular ap'peal and were able to sway the 

masses. 

41. 

When Mussolini discovered that Hegel and Neo-Hegelianism 

could be so easily reinterpreted to tI'rake them defend national

ism, he used them freely. An e~ample of this type of mask is 

the Fascistic emphasis on man' s primary duty to serve his 
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community and nation at the expense of life, liberty, and 

happiness. But the duty of the state is to increase in pow-

er and in territory even at the cost of war. Thus self-sac

rifice that is good for the individual is bad for the state. 

Another example is the word liberty. At first Fascism 

admitted being opposed to liberty for the i ndividual because 

it led to a weak state. But from the idealists Mussollni 

discovered it was possible to take away liberty in practise 

and yet to pay lip service to it in theory. And so Rocco: 

"Our concept of liberty is that the individual must be al-
40 

lowed to develop his personality in behalf of the s tate." 

.. 

Though there are many features of Italian Fascism that 

are not , Hegelian in origin, there is no doubt that Fascism 

has incorporated within its doctrines a number of political 

ideas first clearly enunciated in modern times by Hegel. In 

Fascism there is the same emphasis on nationalism and .author

itarianism which were such character istic features of Hegel's 

philosophy of state. Fascist Italy was the only state to de

velop to any degree of promise the idea: of corporatism as ad

vocated by Hegel and to Use it for the purpose intended~ the 

erection of the totalitarian state. 

:3 

The third movement that was prevalent in Italy was syn

dicalism.. The name comes from the 'French word meaning trade 

40 Rocco, opO' crt:, 404. 
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unionism. Its principal theory is that in modern society 

the wage earners are p1tte-d against the property owners in 

a clas s struggle which must end in a social revolution and 
.. 

in the establishment of a collectivist society. Georges 

Sorel and Hubert Laga.rdelle were the outstanding writers of 

the group and it was chiefly Sorel who elaborated most of 

the philosophical and sociological ideas of the school. He 

attempted a synthesis between Marxian. proletarianism, Proud

hon's associationism, and Bergson's voluntarism. He ex

pounded as fundamental the idea that it was chiefly up to 

the worker to hasten his day of delivery and the downfall of 

capitalism by his own efforts~ Therefore, direct action, in

cluding violence and the use of the strike as a weapon are 

essential to achieve this liberation" 

Syndicalism grew rapidly in France between 1906 and 1910, 

and spread to Italy because of the proximity of the country, 

and similarity in economic conditions, political history, and 

social and CUltural traditions. -

In 1912, Labriola, a disillusioned Italian socialist, 

separated (with his followers whom he had organized into syn

dicates) from the Socialist Party and set up a committee for 

direct action, which in 1914 became known as the Italian 

Syndicalist Union. 

With the World War, syndicalism in Italy took on a 

highly nationalistic tinge, advocating war and imperialism: 

.... we are fighting against the intrigues, 
the threats, the snares, the monies and 
the arms of plutocratic Europe which will 
not allow the lesser nations to hazard a 
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single deed or a single word that might 
jeopardize its iron hegemony. 41 

By 1915, Rossoni had come back from America, where he .. 

had been organizing the IWW to preach patriotic nationalism 

and revolution. 

In 1919, Rossoni's labor union came in contact with 

Mussolini's first Fascio which was being formed at Milan. 

The two attempted to make a deal, but failed because at the 

time Fascism was a liability to any labor union. 

After the collapse of the so-called Red Revolution (Gen

eral strike) in 1920, the industrial laborers were left in 

a bad state of disorganization. This gave a fresh impetus 

to patriotic syndicates and they grew rapidly. Revolution

aries, laborers, employers, peasants, all flocked into them. 

Some of them were the direct result of the work of the Fasei. 

While these developments were taking place in the labor 

field, D'Annunzio had captured Fiume and had outlined a sys

tem of ten "corporations" into which all the citizens of the 

state were to be organized as follows: 

1) laborers (industrial and rural), artisans, and 
small farmers 

2) technicians and administrators 

3) merchants 

4) employers 

5) public employees 

6) the intellectual flower of the people 

7) professional men 

41 H. W~ Schrieider, Ope cit~~-141. 
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8) the Cooperative Society 

9) mariners 

10) mystic servants of the civic sanctuary 

In their hands was to be the regulation of the whole 

economic life of the city, of several philanthropic func

tions, and of public ceremonies. 

The effect of thi·s document on Italian syndicalism was 

tremendous, resulting in the union of nationalism and syn

dicalism into corpora tionism. The outstanding nationalist 

leaders mentioned before--Corradlni, Alfredo Rocco, Dino 

Grandi--all were converted to national syndicalism. Under 

Mussolini they were to become conspicuous Fascist leaders . 

On January 24, 1922, at the Syndicalist Convention in 

Bologna, all the syndicates whose programs and activities 

were similar to the program and platform of the National 

Fascist Party were united into the Confederation of the Fas 

cist Syndicalist Corporation with Rossoni a.s the Secretary 

General. After the March on Rame, the Confederation became 

an integral part of the Fascist regime, for Fascism needed 

labor support and syndicalism needed political weapons. 

After the March on Rome, syndicalism, now corporation

ism, became the very life and soul of Fascist bureaucracy, 

being positivistic in general outlines, and a mixture of the 

idealistic theory of state and Sorellian theory of class or

ganization (a group of individuals among whom there exi s ts 

an unusually close interdependence because they exercise the 

same function in the division of social labor) .. 

".', .. ";:~'; .~ 
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CHAPTER III 

THE MAN 
"" 

Besides a blending of the three ingredients of nation

alism, idealism, and syndicalism, there 1s a generous portion 

of Mussolini himself in Fascism, a development and a shifting 

of a number of ideas and principles that happened to touch 

him along the way of his career. He lived at a time when the 

whole world was writing and thinking things t~~t fitted ra

ther well into his character as an anarchist and revolut10n-

ary and individualist. The fundamental id.e·ss of Nietzsche, 

Blanqui, Sorel, William James, Bergson, Pareto, Schopenhauer 

had been vulgarized and were ready for translation into ac

tion; and Mussolini was primarily a man of action .. 

Researches on the philosophical forerunners of Fascism 

are still very active and the t eachers that are supposed to 

have influenced Mussolini to date are Machiavelli, Mazzini, 

Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Stirner, William James, Georges So

rel, Blanqui, Pareto, Oriani.· - This list of names means that 

MUssolini admired philosophies of revolt lind that he regard

ed Fascism as the bursting into action of an intellectual 
1 

ferment of long standing. 

It 1s very difficult to determine authentically just 

who influenced Mussol1ni and how much, for there is no veri

fying record. True it 1s that we have MUssolini's speeches 

and writings in abundance and even an autobiography, but 

these are relatively unreliable. His own words, perhaps his 

more than someone else's, have to be considered minutely, 

1 H .. VIT O' Schneider, op •. cit., 231. 
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for Mussolini was so vacillating and opportunistic. Prin

ciples, ideas, thought s , plans that would be true for him 

one day were discnrded as easily a s an old coat, nnd new 

ones were substituted without any qua lms of conscience or 
2 

wounding of integrity. 

The autobiography was never written by ~us solini but 

by a Mr. Childs, and in English first, for the gullible 

English reader s .. Other biographies of Mussolini ha.ve as 

their prime purpose either to build up the man and make out 

of him a SUperman or a Roman god, or to tear him to pieces 

and prove that he is nothing more than a "sawdust emperor" .. 

If biographies choose the fir st course, they align him with 

all the great patriots of Italy and make him a follower of 

the philosophers.. If t hey choose the second aim, they ac

cuse him of never having read any of the soc1010gical trea

tises extant, "tor throughout his life he never r ead any-
3 

thing but newspaper articles". A biography by Megaro con-

47 .. 

.. 

tends that Fas cism is chiefly the product of MUssolini's 

temperament and the influence of hi s father, and one does not 

need to go any far.ther than that to seek the origins of Fas

clsf!l. On the other hand, the biography by Sarfatti has for 

its purpos~ the glorification of Musso11ni and expands color

fully many of the legends current about the man . 

However, we cannot deny that he was highly conversant 

with the soc1al and political theories r ampant in his day, 

2 Guisseppe Borgese, op. cit., 189. 
3 Count Carlo Sforza, Contemporary Italy, 300. 
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for he was a Socialist journalist and propagandist from his 

.. 
very early days when at nineteen yenrs of age he went to 

Switzerland and lived for t wo years in an area that was the 

crossroad for every wind of thought from Ge,rmany , France, and 

Italy. 

1 

Born of peasant stock at Predappio near Forli in Ro

magna, Mussolini grew up amid poverty, rioting, and perse

cution. His father, a local blacksmith, was the head of an 

anarcho-socialist group or fascio (Italian word for group) 

of the Bakunin school and adherents of the First Interna

tional set up by Andrea Costa in 1874. 

Mussolini's father was very active and enthusiastic 

about socialism as the solution for the poverty and the eco

nomic ills of the country. In 1891, in answer to the Ques

tion, "What is socialism?" he wrote in the local paper, "So

cialism is open, violent, moral rebellion against the inhuman 
4 

order of things as now constituted.," 

Acoording to the records, MUssolini's father was fre

quently imprisoned for hi s violent doctrines and demonstra

tions, and for that reason died relatively early (1n 1910). 

MUssolini claimed that his father did not leave much to him 
5 

in the way ot material .,tealth, but he did leave him all Idea .. 

MUssolini's education consisted of attendance at his 

mother's elementary school, followed by some secondary edu-

4 Gaudens-- Megaro, ~op-:-c-rt-:-;--27 . 
5 Ibid., 35. 
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cation and an year at a Training School wi th the intention 

of becoming a teacher. 
" 

Always he was restless, pugnacious, combative, domineer

ing, isolationist, preferring his own company. Borgese, who 

is no friend of Mussolini's,claims tha.t Mussolin:1 took 

IIfrom parentage and Romagna a trend toward violence in words 

and occasionally in deeds, and a self-enjoyment in intellec

tual rambling ". He continues: 

•• ~He breathed from the a tmosphere the 
elements that were suitable to his per
sonality. Later on it proved that the 
quality of his personality was in har
mony with the atmospher of his age~ 
The positive sUbstance of his person
ality was energy and desire, not indeed 
in liapoleonic proportions but f ar above 
the average. The negative f eature was 
lack of continuity of purpose, with a 
readines s to discouragement and a dis
taste for steady directions. 6 

John Bond, whose purpose is to reveal Mussolini in his 

true proportions, makes the observation tha t as a youth of 

fifteen Mussolini read all the books in the professorial li

brary at the Training School in Forlimpopulo. A catalogue 

of them presents a. mix.ture that must have caused severe fits 

of mental indiges tion. There was the ancient philosophy in 

,8. few of its representa ti ves, especially the obscure Her acli

tus. There were extracts from Plato, bits of modern and an-: 

cient history, flashes of Nietzsche and Schopenhauer and the 

complete works of Machiavelli. The young Mussolini 

delved into this motley library at his 
own will, undirected, but with an en
thusiasm and a persistence far beyond 

6 Gulsseppe-Borgese, op :-CU-:-,--179. 
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his years., His early reading left a 
permanent impression on his mind and 
traces of it occur in varying propor
tions throughout all his career as a 
writer or agitator. 7 

For a year Mussolini taught school, and in 1902, he 

went to Switzerland, ~·/here he stayed until 1904, his chief 

activity being that of labor organizer, Socialist propagan

dist and journalist., 

., 

Some writers make much of this period, claiming that it 

was here that Mussolini came undHr the influence of the 

great Pareto, then teaching at Lausanne University. True, 

Mussollni did register at the University for Pareto's and 

Millioud's lectures, but according to the dates, he could 
8 

have attended them for nine weeks at the most. Whether he 

did so or not, and with what industry, no one knows, for 

there were no examinations, ~md no cer tificate was granted 

him. Finer states that there have been severa.l small studies 

500' 

of the influence of Pareto on Fascism, but they are rather 

unsatisfactory in that they show an affinity between the ideas 

of Pareto and Mussolinl in their political creeds rather than 
9 

a cause and effect. However, Mus solini did respect Pareto 

by nominating him a s a Senator of Italy in 1923, and Pareto 

published several articles favorable to Fascism between 1919 
10 

and 1923. 

The features of Pareto's work declared to have been in-

7 John Bond, The Wl1d Man of Europe, 78. 
8 Gaudens Megaro, op .. cit .. ; 112. 
9 Herman Finer, op. cit., 28. 

10 William McGovern, op. cit., 434. 
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f1uentia1 in forming the Fascist government are the impor

tance of myths in government, the theory of the elite gov

erning cla ss, the relationship between force and consent, 

and the relativism of government policies (non-adherence to 

policies, even though previously promised, as soon as cir

cumstances require a different line of action). 

.. 

It is much more probable that during the years 1902-

1904, MUssolini's work as a propagandist and journalist had 

a greater influe·llce on him, for he built up for himself a re-

51 .. 

cord a s a revolutionist and anarchist, though he stoutly de

nied the latter both on his expulsion from the canton of Bern, 

where he advocated a pa.rade of protest by the workers (car

penter strike of 1903), and from the canton of Geneva for 

using a ' falsified pas ~, port. 

In the records of Odier, head of Police and Justice 

Departments of the Geneva canton, we read: 

He is a former school teacher who is 
at present eng aged in revolutionary so
cia.list propag anda. -He was arres ted for 
vagrancy in July, 1902; at Bern, in 1903, 
for a political offense, kept in prison 
until July 19, and expelled from the can
tonor Bern., He was pointed out to us as 
an anarchist, in a circular of July 31, 
1903, issued by federal authorities. I 
believe that !fussolini protests against 
this description of him as an anarchist 
and that he is content with that of rev
olutionary socialist. It is, in fact, in 
this capacity that Mussolini ha.s acted 
among us. Even before he appeared at the 
bureau of residence-permits to regularize 
his sta'Gus, he w'as already playing a part 
in the sessions of the Italian rev01ution
Hry sooiali s t club of Geneva ...... It 1s not 
simply a question of an unfortunate 
foreigner, but a question of a man Vihose 
presence here is dangerous because of the 
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ideas which he professes, and above all, 
because of the means which he preaches 
and of the activity which he tries to 
arouse among his Italian co-religionists 
and compatriots. 11 

While he was in Swi tzerland, Mussolini also mastered 

German and French to such a degree tha t he was able to trans

l a te works from those l anguages for Italian Socialist propa

ganda. Nietzsche and Sorel and Blanqui interested him. 

Mussolin1's "Bssay on the Philosophy of Force", written 

at this time, occupied itself almost exclusively with Niet

zsche's Will to Power. It is practically a summary of the 

work. Nietzsche repudiated Christianity, equality, pacifism, 

kindnes s , and democracy as virtues of the weak. He believed 

that a "will to power'" dominated every human being; that 

there were two classes of individuals: those who have the 

will to seize power and to wield it (the leaders), and those 

.. ho are led. If the individuals succeed in seizing power, 

they are entitled to still more, thus bringing about the 

reign of the Superman. Since courage and the will to power 

are the characteristics of the superior man, it follows that 

war is neces sary and Justifiable to strengthen still fUrther 

the will to power and to provide scope for the development 

of the superior man's qualities.. Consequently, the aggres

sive warrior and the ag gress ive state. 

MUssolini's whole llfe was a turbulent and violent 

movement to power.. The will to climb was innermost in his 

nature. To Emil Ludwig he confided, "In all that I did and 

11 Gaudens-l.fugaro;- op.-eTt.,- 70-1. 
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still more in ,all that r suffered I had a definite fore

boding that I was being trained for a more important posi-
12 • 

tion .. 11 If Nietzsche gave to Mussolini nothing more than 

this all-consuming will to power, his influence on him was 

tremendous enough, for there was no stopping until ambition 

and power were r ealized.. Followers of Nietzsche in Germany 

were wont to point to MUs solini as the perfect example of 
13 

the superior man. 

~~en we follow the growth of Fas cism we find that the 

essence of the movement lay not in its programs, which 

changed without notice, nor in its ideas, which expediently 

followed shifting fortunes, but in its growing power. This 

power was not only a display of violence and physical force 

but an ability to exercise control in a series of exigencies .. 

The Fascists were a kind of emergency service in the nation 

and naturally pounced on everything that hs.ppened to be weak. 

Their appetite for power grew with their capacity to use it, 

and the power was a surprise even to themselves. Of this 

power Mussolini was the leader, the Ducs. 

From being a duee of a loca l Italian Socialist club in 

Geneva (here it was that a conservative journal used this 

title in regard to him for the first time), Mussolini be

came the duce of the Forli Socialists, then the duce of the 

Italian Socialist Party, then the duce of the revolutionary 

Fasci favoring Italy's entrance into the gre.a t war, then the 

duce of the postwar Fasci, and finally the Duce of the Fas-

12 EmIr Luawlg~ Talks With Mussolini, 54. 
13 Gaudens Megaro, opO' cit .. , 18. 
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14 
cist State. 

Like Nietzsche, fi,1llssolini constantly adju r ed his coun

trymen to be hard, to live dang erously, to adopt a tragic 

optimism as the mood befitting s trong mell. "Weaknes s is a 

crime not only agains t oneself · but against one's country"; 

and n I have chosen the words 'Live dllllg erously' a s t he 
15 

slogan of my life." 

Readers of Nie tzsche find the word '!discipline" very 

frequently. "Discipline" was Mussolinl's f avorite word 

aft er his ac ces s ion to power: 

••• My program is work, discipline, unity; 
action, not talk, nor theory.. 16 

.... Men are perhaps tired of liberty. They 
have had enough of it •.•• Other watchwords 
exercise a much greater f ascination on the 
youth of today--order, heirarchy, discipllne .. 17 

Nietzsche critically examined the conce pt of Freiheit 

and asked, flFreedoID from what? And for what?" So too, 

Mus solini refused to think of civic liberty as a.Il end in 

itself: "The people do not want liberty. They want rail-
18 

ways, bridges, drains, houses, roads, water, light .. " 

2 

While in Switzerland, Mus solin! elaborated his beliefs 

on a number of questions: violence, religion, militarism, 

and the monarchy. His views in regard to the las t three un~ 

derwent a considerable change as time pas sed by, but in re-

14 !bid., 150. 
15 Mussolinl, Speeches, 141-9. 
16 Ibid., 215. 
17 Ibid., 358. 
18 Ibid., 151. 
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gard to violence they remained the same. He had absolute 

faith in the necessity of violence as an instrument of social 

change.. Throughout his entire career he was more concerned 

with action than with words.. His temperament needed action, 

violent action, and as a Romagnble he learned more about the 

efficacy of violence from home environment than Nietzsche or 

Sorel could teach him. 

From 1903 to 1914, a Blanquistic outlook on violence 

characterized Mussolini's writing. The es sential belief of 

the Blanquists was "that a small, resolute, and well-pre

pared revolutionary minority of armed men should be r eady at 

the opportune moment to overthrow the dominance of the bour

geoisie, seize political power and maintain it by dictatorial 
19 

force in the inter es t of the proletariat". Once dictator-

ship was established, steps shOUld be taken to organize so

ciety along communistic lines. The necessity of action, 

insurrection, coups d'etat, minority zeal, and authoritarian 

rule were integral parts of the Blanquist credo .. 

Mussolini's transition to syndicalism was made about 

the year 1910. He was inclined to socialism of direct action 

because of his disgust with the sloth and cowardice of the 

old line socialist leaders and the influence of the writings 

of Georges Sorel. "Mussolini owes him (Sorel) a debt which 

is only equalled, if it is equalled at all, by one due to 
20 

Machiavelli." In 1932 Mussolini himself admitted that "in 

19 FrancISW .. Coker, Recent PoliticaiThDUg.Flt;--470 . 
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20 William K .. Stewart, "The Mentors of Mussolini", .Ameri
can Political Science Review, XXII, 1928, 853 . 
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Fas cism are to be found ideas that began with Sorel , Peguy, 

and Lagardelle in the Mouvement Socialiste and with the 
21 

Italian trades-union movement .. 11 

Sorel capitalized on the idea of a myth as a forceful 

influence in achieving an aim. A myth 1s a product of the 

imagination; it i s half-idea, half-image. "The myth must 

be Judged as a means of acting on the present; anyattempt 

to discuss how f ar it can be taken literally as future his-
22 

tory is devoid of sense," Sorel stated. 

1rus solini, who was persuaded that men li~e by imagina

tion, as siduously cultivated the myth of a grea t er Italy 

which was to renew the grandeur of Rome. "Italyl that is 

the name, the sacred name in which all Fascists ought to 
23 

find their true selves!" 

~ •• Fascists regard t hemselves as crusaders 
whose ideal 1s summed up in t wo conceptions, 
God and their native l and. They are called 
upon bya mys tical duty to sacrifice t hem
selves to the national cause. 24 

Sorel said of Mus solini iri 1912: 

Our Mu s solini is not an ordinary Social
ist. Believe mc, you will one day see him 
at the head of a sacred battalion with his 
sword, salu.ting the Italian flag ..... Perhaps 
it is not yet known, but he is the only 
energ etic man capable of r epairing the gov
ernment's weaknes s . 25 

Peguy reg ar ded Sorel as a "master" and Sorel r ecognized 
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21 Mussolini, Political and Social Doctri ne of Fascism,5., 
22 Georg es Sorel, Reflections on Violence, 135-6. 
23 lfussolini, SHeeches , 229 r 
24 Ibid., 288. 
25 M. Jean Variot, Eclair, Sept ember 11, 1922. 
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26 
in Peguy "a militant after his mm heart". Every Thursday, 

Sorel (in his early sixties) met his group of young admirers 

in Peguy's workshop, concerning which habit the Sorbonne au-

t horities commented, "M. Sorel cannot be taken seriously; 

he spends all his time with young people." 

What Sorel and Mussolini admired in Peguy was his in

terpretation of the life of nations a s the unfolding of for

ces based on two poles: the one , positive (mys tique); the 

other, negative (politigue).. "Tout commence en mystique et 

tout finit en polltique H (spirit a t the rise, policy at the 
27 

close of all things).. Only fervor and ardor counted. · 
\ 

Then there was Peguy's patriotism which was a "militant 

love of a land, a source, H tlame, and all t hat supports and 

f eeds and finds growth". The function of the homeland was 

not to complete a man but to shape and shelter him for a 

higher des tiny. 

Peguy's critical vievis of the Republic were typical of 

the period: 

The Republic was a r es toration until 
about 1881, when the intrusioD of intellec
tual tyranny and primary-school mentality 
began its chaos ..... At this date t he Re
public began to be discontinued. It went 
from republicanism to Caesarism, where the 
multi-Caesarism of committees and the ano
nymity of ministries manipUlate the 
mas ses. 28 

Peguy wanted leaders; on occasion, one leader, a mas

ter and a stifi' one: "I don't like a kind maD in power. 

------- - ~ ~-~~~ ~---l'Y 

26 Daniel Halevey, op. cit., ,4. 
27 Peguy quoted in Ibid ., 139., 
28 Ibid .. , 147 .. 
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Nothing is so dangerous for the underdog a s a good-natured 
29 

man at the top." Such ideas appealed to MussollnL. 

Two women had a definite influence on Mus solin1. The 

one was a Russian-Jewish emigree who tried to infuse in him 

the conviction that the future belonged to the socialist rev

olution and wanted him to be for Italy what Lenin was for 

Rus sia. The other was an Italian-Jewish aut~oress who in-

troduced MUssolini, the blacksmith's son, to the white-collar 

society, and with her acquaintance with French syndicalism 

and neo-monarchism helped him mix the socialist-nationalist 

cocktain by which later he was to intoxicate his nation .. 

Borgese cla ims that in the period 1909 to 1914 four 

elements of Italian and E.u ropean cul ture touched 't angentially 

the surface of MUssolini's personality without affecting its 

permanent core, anarchism .. 

First of all, there was Pareto's theory of history which 

conta ined a pess imistic view, a sarcasm, a sneer, B re s tless· 

ness that f1 tted MUs solini' s t emper.ament.. Its mora l indif

ference to any kind of political doctrine and practise left 

ample room for individual arbitrariness and a species of aris-

tocratic anarchism.. Secondly, there were D'Annunzio's wri

tings, from which he extracted some qUintessences of violence 

and revolt. From Croce' s philosophy ~fussolini got the idea 

of the individual's mind and will making the whole world, 

and t hat the world in itself has no existence at all. In the 

fourth place, the Futurists and Marinetti l eft their impres-

29 Ibid ~, 149 
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slon through their doctr ine of compl ete destruction of the 
30 

present in order that the future might be 8. utopia ~ 

It 1s true that Pareto believed in the use of force as 

indispensable to society; that 'fihen the higher claBses were 

averse to the use of force, it 'became neces sary, if society 

was to subsist and prosper, that the governing clas s be re

placed by another which was willing and able to use force. 

"And it may happen that our society will one day be saved 

from decadenoe by the heirs of the syndicali s ts and the an-
31 

archists of our day." 
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Despite these influences, Mussolini contributed nothing 

constructive to the socialism of the period. He clung rather 

to the tenets of social revolution, as he had l earned them in 

his youth, for he felt that in tha.t way lay his rise to power. 

He chastised the soft-boiled socialism of the official par ty 

arld hated the compromise, Freemasonry, and half-bourgeois me

thods of Socialist politics. He coveted direct subversive 

action, and tried it in 1911 by engineering a strike upon the 

proclamation of the Libyan War, and again in 1914 by a ttempt

lng to spread riot and r evolution throughout CentrEd Italy 

in the f amous "Red WeekI!. 

:3 

On the eve of the Great War Mus solini was obliged to 

make his great decision concerning intervention. As a So

cialist he wus opposed to it, but as Mussolini, violent and 

30 GuIsse-ppe-Borgese, op.-cIt., 196-200. 
31 Vllfredo Pareto, Mind and Society, III, 1292-3 . 
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active, he wanted it, hoping it would be the answer to 

Italian deca.y and confusion. But primarily he wanted to 

fight to advance himself. And for this he was expelled 

from the party. 

The pitilessness of his future antagonism to off icial 

Socialism has been recorded: 

.... you have not seen the las t of 
me ...... Do not think tha t by taking 
away my membership card you will be 
t aking away my f aith in the cause, 
or that you. will prevent my still 
working for Socialism and revolu
tion.. 32 

Here is where Fascism was born. This was the beginning 

of an a.gitation which set t he people against Parliament, 

which showed that determined little groups full of revolu

tionary ' ~lan could stir and command a people and domi nate a 

government. 

Now it we.s merely a matter of time to find the proper 

ideas tl~t would Justify his actions, typically MUssolinian 

conduct. Through his own paper, 11 Popolo d'Italia, he made 

it clear that it would be more profitable for Italy to will 

the war, since she would come into it anyway. Italy must 

fight, must make sacr i fices, if she expects to gain from the 

war. The Italian proletariat should fight. "It is blood 
33 

that gives motion to the wheels of history." "Today it is 
34 

war, tomorrow it is revolution .. " "There will never be an 

international order until the people have reached their na-

32 Mussolini, Dis cor~3i, 17. 
33 Mussolini, Speech at Parma, Dec.,19l4, Discorsi, 30 .. 
34 Mus8olini, 11 Popolo d'Italia, January 24, 1915. 
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35 
tional boundaries. 1t 

Though pro-Fascis ts glory in !\"'lussollni' s conversion to 
" 

nationalism, there was no r eal conversion fund a.mentally. His 

heart had not changed. He saw that nationalism was a horse 

to ride,a brutal force that could be brutally mas t er ed. He 

chose to ride the horse • 

.... Psychological determinism and ex
ternal circumstances wove, to be sure, 
a web in which his will was enme shed 
and his choice became almost neces sary. 
Neces sity alone would not have been 
enough to shape his destiny 0' ..... Volun
tarily he made the choice taking the 
risks of egoistic greatness against 
those of mediocrity in collaboration, 
and killing whatever was left of his 
soul for the hope of a resurrection 
in sheer power. 36 

That there was no conversion, no real cOllver sion, 1.Jlusso

lin1 1s his own witness when on April 6, 1920 he said: 

I start from the individual and 
strike at the state. Down with the state 
in all its forms and incarna tions. The 
state of yesterday, of today, and of to
morrow. The bourg eois state and the so
cialist state.. 'In -the gloom of today and 
the darkness of tomorrow the only faith 
which remains to us individualists .... is 
the absurd but ever-consoling religion 
of anarchy.. 37 

It seems that there never had been socialism nor nution-

alism in Mussolini, .but consistently the anarchist. Finally 

he realized that no anarchist can triumph over the state un

less he ca.ptures it and himself becomes the state .. 

That Mussolini was suchs dyed-in-the-wool anarchist 

nas been ~ttributed to Max. Stirner's gospel of anarchism, 

'5 MUs solini, Plscors1, 28. 
36 Guisseppe Borgese, ' Ope cit., 222. 
37 MUssolini, Speeches, 160 . 
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The Ego and His Own .. Volpe mentions this as one of the 
38 

books Mus solini had read in his youth .. 

Max. Stirner was known as an individualistic anarchist 

because of his advocacy of external freedom ru1d inner au-

tonomy of personality. lIe loved liberty for himself and 

he loved to see any and. all men taking liberty. "Nothing 
39 

is more to me than myself." 

" 

His book, published 1n 1845, met with sensational suc

cess but passed into oblivion until 1895 when the superfi

~ially similar philosophy of Nietzsche began to be widely 

read. The Ego and His Own is a work written in excellent 

aphoristic style, and seems to be cn anarchistic attack on 

all human society, on coopera tion and institutions of every 

kind, on the human race itself. Obedience to any kind of au

thority is derided and respect for past tradition, scorned. 

The Ego is the supreme law; external obligations and sub-

missions to tradition are spooks with which the world is in

fested ., Laugh at them and they will melt away. 

Knowing the revolutionary charaoter of Mussolini and 

his attraction for anarchistic and r adical doctrines, one 

can eas ily under st and that the book, The Ego and His Own, 

would be eagerlY read as a directive to greatnes s and power, 

and interpreted in the light of the confused socialistic 

c:toctrines r ampant in his youth.. Some of Mussolini's speeches 

are peppered with short, pithy proverbial utterances similar 

38 GioachlmoVolpe~u HIStorY of th-e FascIst Movement, 50 .. 
39 Max Stirner, The F$o and Ins Own, 6 .. 
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to those of Stirner. It seems, however, tha t it would be 

more correct to say that Nietzsche nnd Machiavelli influenced 
.' 

his way of thinking and acting and concentrating of all power 

within himself. 

4 

62'). 

We have seen in Chapter II that Rocco, the official for

mulator and spokesman of Fascistic doctrine, pointed out Ma

chiavelli as the most important of the forerunners of Fas cism., 

"Machiavelli is the greates t of our countrymen in full pos-
40 

session of an Italian consciousness." 

Mus solini was an ardent admirer of Machiavelli. His pat

tern for stntesmanship was drafted by Machiavelli. In a t hesis 

entitled "Comment of the Year 1924 on The Prince of Machia-

velli" 'Mussolini called The Prince "the handbook of every 

statesman"<r He began his thesis (published in Ger archia) by 

quoting Machiavelli's dictum: States are not mainta ined by 

words. He continued: 

••• The nature of man, in individuals 
and peoples, does not change and war
rants a profound pes s imism •••• Regimes 
have never and can never rest solely 
on consent because the egoistic na
ture of man forbids it. So-called 
democracies are deceptions, since the 
vital is sues, those of peace and war, 
they do not submit to this 'people' 
that is neve·r defined.. Machiavell i 
identifies Prince and state. People 
and state must never be put into an
tithesis, for the St ate alone is able 
to control that egoistic atomism of 
the members which a Liberalism,. es
sentially anarchic, releases. 41 

40 All"redo Rocco, op.clt.,41~-S . 
41 MUssoliui, "Preludio Al 'Principe"! in Opere de Benito 

Mussolini, XII, 133-143. 
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According to the Machiavellit:tn code of ethics , such 

things as coercion, intimidation" bribery, ~lnd t he plainest 

violations o,f the decalogue, inclu,ding murder, are not only 

permissible, but may i n the enlightened practise of st ate

craft become highly commendable and meritorious a ctions. Ma-

chlavelli called the deception and the subsequent as sassi

nation of hi s captains nil bellis simo ingano" (the mOst 
42 

beautiful deceit). 

MUs solini wrote, "I wa.nt to preserve t he direct contact 

between Machiavelli' s doctrine and my life as I have lived 

it, between his thoughts Etnd my thoughts on men and affairs, 
43 

between his and my practise of gover ning." For t hat r eason 

he offered no bibl.iography for his t hes is .. 

For both Machi avelli and Mu ss ollni, force 'was t he foun

dation of government. In an eS!HiY, "Force and Cons ent", 

which was a kind of apology for t he Fascis t revolution and 

a reply to its liber al-democra t i c critics , Mus solini posited 

his problem: 

How are you going to pr event di s 
content from spreading ...... ? You will 
prevent it by force, by t he1nexorab1e 
use of that force when necessary ...... 
To speak of a sovere1g~ people is to 
utter a jest. 44 

45 
Machiavelli called for a native mi litia. Mus sollni 

organized a Fascist militia, first to seize power for hlm-

42 Machi-ave lli, ~The Prince, 31. 
43 Mussolini, "Preludio Al 'Principe'" in Opere de Benito 

Mus solinl, XII, 142 . 
44 Mus solini, "Force and Consent" in Making t he Fascis t 

s t a te, ed . by H .. W .. Schnei der, 340-2 . 
45 Machi'avelll, The Prince, 53 . 
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self and then to reenforce the regular army to maintain his 

power. Machiavelli in Discorsi advis ed tha t t he principal 

foundation of all states be good laws and the proper mili-
46 

.. 

t ary forc e to support them. "It i s much saf er to be feared 

tr~n loved ••• f ear is maintained by a dread of punishment 
47 

which never f a ils" was a bit of advice that ~ru s solini fol-

lowed closely. 

There are other lines in The Prince tha t Mussolini 

s eemed to have followed to t he letter, such a s , "a prince 
48 

must be a fox and a lion"; !fa prudent ruler ought not to 

keep f aith when by so doing it would be against hi s interest, 

and when the r easons which made him ·bind himself no longer 
49 . 

eAl~ist .. " "Nothing cau ses a prince to be so much esteemed 
50 

a s great enterprises and gi ving proof of prowes s . 1I "He 

65. 

51 
ought to keep the people occupied with f estivals and shows .. " 

"Only those defenses are good, certain, and durable , which 
52 

depend on yourself a lone and your own ability." "Religion 
53 

i s a formidable forc e which must be r espected and defended,," 

Mus soliniembodied t hose very qualities which Machia

velli postulated for hi s prince. A man of spirit he was, of 

proven courage, of indomitable will, of steadfas t purpose, 

as unwilling to spare hims elf as other s ; a man, moreover, 

46 Machiavelli, Discourses, I, 226. 
47 Machiavelli, The Prince, 61. 
48 - Ibid .. , 64. 
49 Ibid., 65. 
50 Ibid., 81. 
51 Ibid., 85. 
52 Ibid. , 90 .. 
53 Ibid., 98. 
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with a passion for facts and with an almost uncanny intui

tion of the popular mind, sensing in ndve,nee the turn of 

events and thus forestalling fickle Fcrtune. Ardent and 

imperious by nature, Mussolini naturally preferred the role 

of lion to that of the fox , :uecalling that it was generally 

better to proceed boldly rather than cautiously, since For

tune favored the young and daring. "Good strategy is cal

culation and audacity" formed a kind of motto for him. 

" 

His shrewd sense of timing induced in him some rather 

remarkable veer1ngs of opinion: neutrali.st to intervention-

ist in 1914; republican to monarchist in 1922. 

Papini in 1906 popularized William James in 11 Crepus

cule de;1. F1l080fe1. Pragmatism as such is implied or avowed 

in Machiavelli, Sorel, Pareto, and even in IUetzsche. Thus 

Mussolini in giving William James his allegiance was not so 

much submitting to a new control as having his ideas clari

fied and focused. Pragmatism was always na tive to Mus solini .. 

That which worked was true; t . .hat which dld not, was false. 

Consequences counted; results were important., Consequently, 

there was no absolutism in thinking. Mllssolini' s public 

utterances were full of this sense of relativity. Referring 

to his own es say on "It''orce and Consent", he said, "The opin

ions expressed in this article must not be considered as 

dogmas, but as expressions of the needs of today~ which may 

tomorrow become relative •• , •• Every program shOUld be carried 
54 

only to the right point." 
\ 

54 Mussolinf-; "Force ari(,fCon-sent" iii MakIng the Fascist 
State, ed. by H. W. Schneider, 2541. 
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Assimilating all his t(tachings, readi:ngs , and influences, 

Mus sol1ni in 1932 formulated his ovm summary of Fascistic 

doctrine in all article originally published in the Encyclo

pedia. Italiana . The following are some of t he key thoughts 

that indicate a conglomeration of' origins: 

"Fas cism is practise and. t heory!! (Machiavellian oppor

tunism). "It has a form correlat ive to the conting encies of 

place and time (Peguy's polit1que), but it has also an ideal 

contel1t which r a i ses it to a formula of truth in the higher 

level of the history of thought" (Peguy' s mystique). 

"There is no conception of state that is not fundamen

t ally a conception of. life" (Hegelian absoluti sm). 

A 

"'The Fascist man is an individual who i s a t once na tion 

and country, the mora l law which binds t ogether individuals 

and generations in a tradition and a mis s ion which suppresses 

the instinct of life closed inside the brief cycle of plea

sure and establ i shed in duty e- l.tf·e superior to and free of 

the limits of time and space: a life in which t he individual 

by means of abneg a tio.n of himself', the sacri f ice or his in

terests, even by his death, r ea,lizes the entirely spiritual 

exi s t ence in which re s i des his va lue as a man" (Nietzschean, 

Sorellian attitude to. life; Gentile' s version ef i dealism; 

Peguy's mystioism). 

"Fascism wa s born of a need for action" (Serel; IIe-

gelian idealism). 

"Fa.scism believes neither in the poss ibility nor uti

lity of perpetual peace." "War alone bri ngs up to its highest 
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tension all human energy and puts the stamp of nobility upon 

peoples who meet it." "Life is a duty, a struggle, a con-

quest .. " , (Nietzsche) 

"Fascism denies class war. Therefore the State must 

control economies." (Sorel; French syndicalism). 

"!t'asc1sm denies tha t a ma jority can direct human so

ciety" (Maurr as) .. 

"A doctrine then must be no mere exercise in words but 

a living act (Gentile's idealism) and thus the value of Fas

cism lies in the fact tha t is is veined with pragmatism 

(William James; Pareto) but at the same time it has a will 

to exist (Schopenhauer) and a will to power (Nietzsche), 

68. 
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a firm front ' in the face of the r eality of violence"(Blanqui). 

"Fa.scism conceives of the Sta te as an absolute." "The 

Fascist State is itself conscious and has itself a w!ll and 

personal! ty" (Hegel). 

"The Fascist State is a unique and original creation. 

It !s revolutionary in that it 'anticipates the solution of 

the universal political problems that are settled in the po

litical field by rivalry parties (Maurras), in that it meets 

the problems of the economic field by a system of syndical

ism (Sorel), and enforces order, discipline, and obedience ~o 

that which is the determined moral code of t he country" 
(Nietzsche). 

"Fascism desires the state to be strong and organic 

body, at the same time reposing on broad and popular support ..... 

The Fascist State has drawn into itself even the economic ac-

tivities of the nation and tm'ough the corporative, social, 

~ ~~ 



and educatioIlftl institutions crea t ed by it, its influence 

reac.hes every aspeot of nationa.l life and includes , fr amed 

in their re spective organizations all the politioal, econo-

69. 
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mic, and spiritual forces of the nation" (Totalitarian na

tionalism of Maurras; Lagardellelg revolutionary syndicalism; 

D' imnunzio's f anatio patriotism). 

"The Fascist State organizes the nation but leaves a 

sufficient margin of liber ty to the individual; the latter 

1s deprived of all useless and pos s ibly harmful fr sedom, but 

retains what is essential; the deciding power i n this ques

tion cannot be t he individual but the s tate a lone" (Machia

velli). 

"The Fascist Sta te professes no theology, hut a morality, 

and in the Fascist St ate, religion is considered as one of 

the deepest manifestations of the spirit of man ; thus it is 

,not only respected but defended!! (Machiavelli; Mussolinian 

opportunism) • 

"The Fascist State is an embodied will to power and 

government. Roman tradi tion is here an i dea l of force in 

aotion" (Nietzsche; Sorellian myth as a source of activity). 

"For Fascism the growth of empire, that is, the expan

sion of the nation, is an essential manifesta tion of vitality" 

(Machiavel li). 

"BUt empire demands discipline, the coor dination of all 

the forces and a deeply felt sense of duty and sacrifice" 

(Mazz1ni; Nietzsche; Machiavelli). 

Only by taking such a summary apart does one become 
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aware of the multiplicity of influences and the s imilarity 

of ex.press ions tha t had .become a part of Mu.s g;,lini in his 

rise to power .. 

'-
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CONCLUSION 

Though one cannot feel that October 28, 1922 was in

evitable, yet in view of Italian political life as it had 

been carried on in Italy since her unification, it was a 

perfectly logical consequence, understandable and natural. 

The self-abdica tion of Parliament was a clear indication 

of how the members of that body considered this to be the 

case, al thoug hit would need not to have been. }led the So

cialists been courageous enough to take over the inglorious 

and unrewarding task of as suming the responsibilities of 

government and rehabilitation of the nation, the crisis 

might have passed and the Parliamentary system might have 

come to some solution.. The Socia lists had the opportunity 

but mis sed it by obstructionism in Parliament; obstruc

tionism is not government.. The f act that Giolitti failed 

to understand the stress of t he situation and that it could 

not be remedied by smooth pre-1914 methods merely added 

fuel to the fire. 

In times of stress a high premium is placed on reckless 

individuals who are willing to capitalize on confusion .. 

MUs solini, precisely such a person, with vague promises for 

a better Italy but no definite program, appea led to the most 

widespread elements. It wa s not at all surprising that more 

and more people were attracted by the kind of thing which 

D ' ,Annunzio had represented in Fiume and which Fa scism adopted. 

However, neither the po)..l tical nor ecollOmic upset in 

Italy, nor the power and prestige secured by MUs solini were 

sufficient to produce Fa scism.. There was in the country a 
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widespread and deep-rooted f eeling that liberal institu

tions were essentially pernicious~ This in turn came out of · .. 
a political tradi tion and political philosophy that had been 

crystallizing throughout the nineteenth century. True, with-

out Mussolini there would have been perhaps no rise of Fas -

CiSID, but if there had not been an undercurrent of belief 

that dictatorship was the bes t form of government, Mus solini 

would not have been able to se.ize power. Consequently, Mus

solini was not so much the cr eator of a new political theory 

as he was the popularizer of dootrines tha t had been in eAis

t ence and had been used under various forms of government to 

72. 

a great er or les s degree. All Mussolinl did was to put them 

together into a new body or combina tion, adapted to circum

stances', becaus e he needed fin ideology to justify his seizure 

of power, to r e t a in his power, and to indoctrina te the people. 

That i deology, as we have seen, had a diverse back

ground. From Rome Fascism received its dream of an empire, 

its symbol, its salute, uniforms, holiday, al l the ext erna l 

show which appealed to emotion and national is tic pride, and 

s a lved the wounds of a 11lutilated Victory. The f act that the 

Medi terranean belong ed to F.ng l arlu made little difference in 

the f anfare of enthusiasm. 

Machiavelli laid t he basis for the method and function-

ing of statecraft by advocating opportunism; by proclaiming 

that the end of t he State is power unrelated to morals ; t hat 

expansion of power is most effectively brought about by an 

increase in population, "fortunate" alliances, maintenance 
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ot an army, regulation of economic activity. 

Sorel provided the justifica tion of violence 8.nd the 

force of the myth, which in Italy' s case was the creation of 

a Roman empire through discipline, obedience, combat. 

The direction of the State by the elite was a legacy 

from Pareto. Hegel contributed the divine origin of the 

State as such, the organic nature of social institutions 

culminating in the State, the sUbstitution of the sovereignty 

of the poeple by the sovereignty of the state, and the idea 

of a corporat1ve state on a totalitarian absolutist bas is. 
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William James, Bergson, Nietzsche became convenient pegs 

on which to hang JI'ascistic ideology in their stres s on flexi

bility, relativity, intuition, the will to power, and the 

g lory of war. 

Finally, D' Arlnunzio 's escapade served as the r allying 

focus for the forces and ideas that went into the mak:i:ng at 

Fascist ideology. It was a kind of dres s rehea r sal for Mus

solin1's Italy.. Count Sforza considers this episode alone 

the real cause of Fascism. 

As we have said before, no ideology will take root un

less there be proper soil for the seed. Fascism was the 

attempt to solve current Italian problems that no one wanted 

to attack.. And the fact is t hat similar conditions exist 

elsewhere and likewise need solution. Corporatism under a 

vigorous state is be ing strongly considered as a poss ible 

solution. Therein lies the potential threat of what was 

once Fascism. 
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Assessed in terms of actual achievement, Fascism claims 

the economic betterment of Italy. True, there were many 

e}'.ternal sights like roads, bridges, trains running OIl time, 

housing projects for laborers, that impressed the casual ob

server as well ordered economy; but in the main it was merely 

a highly advertised superficial economy. Statistics a s sup

plied by Salvemini, Under the Axe of Fascism, show a steady 

progress during the years 1922-1926, when the economic and 

financial improvement was at its peak in Italy. This re-
1 

covery, according to Giorg io Mortara, ,the most dependable 

chronicler of Italian economic history, had little to do with 

Fascism which was fortunate enough to come into power durl,ng 

a period of universal prosperity.. When the slump came, Fas

cism was not only unable to protect Italy from its eff ects, 

but even intensified them. Actually the depression started 

in Italy in 1927 as a result of the stabilization of the lira 

at too high a level of exchange., There was continual decline 

in all phases of Italian economy between 1926 and 1936: in 

balance of trade, tourist trade, shipping, Italian industry 

and agriculture. Only in war equipment was there any notable 

increase. Though Fascism WOm the battle of the wheat in that 

it reduced Italy's wheat imports 75~ , it likewise cut do~~ 

wheat consumption by 21~ . So in the long run, MUssolini won 

the "battle" but the Italians lost the wheat, as Ebenstein 

cleverly puts it. 
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1 GIorgio ~M.ortara-, Pro-spettlve- economTChe-, 15-ft. quoted 
by William Ebenstein, Fascist ItalY, 189. 
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This much for domestic policy. In colonial and im

perialistic efforts the refJul t s were of a s imi l ar nature, 

war and poverty going hand in hand. "War may perhaps be 

justified by necess ities of national honor and vital rights.> 
2 

Economically, it always constitutes waste and destruction.,11 

Italy went into her wars for economic r easons, chiefly for 

colonies, raw materials, and independence in time of war. 

The conclusion of the Lateran treaty redounds to the 

credit of Fascism even though one may question the oppor

tunistic motives involved on the part of Mus solini who was 

anxious to secure at home and abroad the sanction of respec-

tabillty for nis ideology.. It succeeded in building up an 

associa tion in the minds of many that the Church was sanc

tioning , Fascism. Furthermore, Mus solinl' s interpreta tion of 

the treaty did not correspond to the Vatican ' s point of view .. 

As time went on into the 1930's, Ca tholic Action societies 

were dissolved, and in 1936, at the formation of the Axis, 

the Church realized that the degree of' reverence for the 

Holy See on the part of the Fascist s t a te depended wholly 

on the political "necess ities" of the moment. 

Intellectuals and so-called pa triotic Italians prefer 

. to draw a veil over the whole Fascistic era, but the common 

people of the day feel that Mussolini's regime was an era of 

advancement for Italy, when she actually came into her own 

among the family of nations. They point to the permanence 

of the Lateran Treaty, despi~e motives; to the lasting suc-

2 Willlain--:t'bensteln,Ot>::-Clt~, 300. 

" ";"" 
'::~';'~ 

75 .. 



cess of the vast public works program which included new 

s choolhouses and hospital s , beauty of cities , res toration 

of devas tated ar eas, r es torat i on of the art and beauty of 

Rome, road building, improvement of communications and 

harbor f acilities. In the vast land r eclamation project, 

including the draining of the Pontine Mar shes, Mussolini 

r ecovered for Italy twelve to thirteen bill ion acr es of 

l and, one hundred times as much. as his predece ssors had 

reclaimed between 1860 and 1922 . He was not suc cessful, 

however, in breaking up the landed e s t ates . All of this 

meant for the Italian common man a somewhat easier life 

from the economic point of view (work for him and food for 

the bambinos); consequently, Mus solini remains t he hero 

in their esteem. 

"But not by bread alone doth man live"; and so today 

I t aly, troubled but confident, is attempting to revive and 

reconstruct her political and economic life, after tha col

l apse in World War II, through- a Parliamentary sys tem with 

De Gasperi's Christian Democrats as a ma jority, opposed by 

Communists, fl lett-wing" Socialists , and Neo-Fascist s . 

,j.", 
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