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PREFACE 

Too otten hlstory ls ~ltten around the lives and 

aotlvltles ot publio ottl01als - The Politioos - who 1n the 

t1nal analysis do not shape the destinie. ot the NaUon, but 

merely retleot the growth, unreat and aspirations ot the great 

masses. Real leadershlp oomes trom the ranks ot the people, 

oome. trom those who In their daily pursuits etteot a gradual 

ohange 1n the olvllization ot the age. No government brought 

about the lndustrial revolution. Klngs and thelr 8atellltes 

were toroed to wait tor a Watt or a Hargrave. Whitney and 

MoOormlok dld more to ohange agrloultural 8oonomy than did 

allot the oongressmen ln Wa.hlngton. And blg 01ti8s, w1th 

thelr skysOrapers, and the1rbr1dges, and their maze ot ra11-

waye, did not appear unt1l the oheap produotion ot ateel made 

them posslble. Steel more than anT other produot bullt the 

mlghty A.erloa ot today. 

In one generatlon the Unlted States was transtormed 

trom a natlon uslng prlm1t1ve methode ot agrloulture Into an 

1ndustr1allsed oooot1"Y whioh shipped 1 ts manutaotured produots 

to every oorner ot the world. In the years tollowlngthe 

Ctvll war. the growth ot oommunloatlons and the development 

ot lnTentlons revolutlonlzed tarmlng, built glant Industry, 

ra1sed the standard ot llving. Here wal a new Amer10a, an 

Amerloa that was to alsume leadershlp ot the oivillzed. natlonl • 

·\,,;,,:·,1,'1--:';' . :-..... 
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This mighty transformation W8.8 direoted not by men 

seated in legislative halls, but by p10neers work1ng 1n theiT 

t1elds and in their little Ibops and aeeklng better way8 to do 

the old things. Unhonored and unsung the, worked. otten opposed 

by lawmak~r. and even by thelr tellow oltizens, 81nee tor man1 

tbe ' old waya w,re good eilo-ugh. Gradually. yet rapidly, .a change 

was lettIng In. A new economy was 'belng born. And in the rush 

tor the new rlohes, those , who .ere responsible tor it all .ere 

torgotten.. 

One suoh torgotten man wa. Eber Brook W~d. He had been 

a part ot that westward Burge whioh populated the .hores ot the 

Great Lakes. Always interested 1n oommunloatl'on and transport­

at10n, he oame to know eye!'1 hamlet, e.ery .ettlement; oame to 

underatand the pioneers Who were hewlng oll"il1zatlon out ot the 

w11derness, oame to reoognlze thelr de.lres and thelr asplra­

tlons. He knew that there coUld be small hope tor the future 

ot these tlny settlements unless they could be tied to the mar. . 

kets at the East. He knew, too, that there oould ne ... er be an 

Independent eoonomy tn the new oountry unless industry waa 

de ... eloped along with tarm1ng. Sh1pp1ng lines and rallroad. 

'broke the Isolation at t hese western.ers.Oheap steel pro'll4e4 

the neoessary lndustr1es, . !:bel' Ward, IlOJI'e than MY ethel' un" . 

raet the needeot the H1ddle Weat and 1n meeUng those need. he 

aet into metton toroes whlch were to haye a lasting lntlu.noe 

upon the deyelopment ot the entire oountry. He embodied. the 

apint of a new day, and 1n his 11te are lI1rr.ored allot those 

tNnd •• bloh ohanged the United States trom an agrloul tural to 

an Industrial state. 

. '.:\~ ~.: ~-~y;, ." {'''';":' ~.: 
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Slnoe Eber Ward wall one ot the, maasea. IIlnoe he DeTer 

enterec,l the nat10nal. polltloal arena, histor1ans have paeled 

him by. Praot10ally nothlng about b1mhas .tound 1118 way lnto 

the pub11shed l1terature ot the period. ~o reserv01r ot oolleoted 

materials survived 1n any ot the arohives. Yet everywhere 1n 

the Mlddle Weet there are evldenoes ot h1s 11te and work. The 

new .• papers oarry his nElJDe t1m .• and again; here and, there manu­

soripta ot his speeohes or memoranda ot his ordeNI oan be tound, 

ploneere who worked wlth him an,d tor h1m are Itill allve and are 

ready to talk ln glowlng terms ot his ambltions and aohievements. 

It 1. slow work pieolng together materials on th, 11te ot Eber 

Ward. but lt ls lnstruetlve and lnterestlng workw 

Ot ineltimable .,alue were the amall oolleotlona ot 

orlg1nal materials tound 1n the ".ault. ot Mid.e.t hlatorloal , 

aooietles, and ot eyen greater 1mportance was the kindly lnterest 

and invaluable ald glven by the curators ot theae 1nlUtut10ns. 

Without the continued and hearty a8s1.stanoe ot Dr. Milo M. Quaite 

ot the tamous Burton Hlstorical OolleC)tlon 1n Detroit thla work 

could not have been oarrled on. No less .,aluable was the help 

g1ven by Mrs. Grace S. McClure. State L1brarian ot Michigan, who 

not only made avallable the much needed records 1n the Ward wl11 

-.ntest, but who 11kewlle arranged tor meetingl w1 th manY' ploneerl 

ot Miohigan who p08selsed manusorlpts relat1ng to the per10d or 

wbo had tirst hand lntorll6.t10n on the 8ubJeot under dlaou8.1on. 

Helptul t00, were Dr. George N. ruller ot the Miohigan H1storioal 

Comm1a810n and Mr8. Stella M. Drumm ot the Missouri- H18torioal 

' •• ;:;:.t .,., .. { ~ .... > ~.' 
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Sooiety. who made avaIlable mater1al, relatIng to the eltabllsh­

ment ot the Orystal 01 t:r Glasl Works: Many manusorlpts 1n the 

Wll00ns!n H18tor10al 8001ety oolleotlon were studied through 

the oourtesy of the late Dr. Joseph. Shater and ot Dr. L~uise 

Phelps Kellog.8en10r researoh a81001ate of the 8001ety. 

()rateful aoknowledgment ls made to William Downie, ploneer 

ot Detro!t, who has assembled a l arge 0011eot10n ot mater,.als 

relating to hie neighbors, the Wardl; to George W. Oaks. superin. 

tendent at Orystal City and Lewis W. Roop of t~at plant, who 

supplied muoh lnformation relating to the foundlng of the glass 

works : to Herman G. Runge, Milwaukee, whOle Invaluable 0011eot10n 

on Great Lakes 8hips lupplled,.uch needed informat1on; to John 

Lawler ot Detrolt toraany iteml relating to the S11ver Islet 

venture; and to those members ot the H1.tory Department or 

Marquette , through who,e enoouragement the work. was undertaken 

and oarrled to completion despite many obltaoles . . Appreo!ation 

!DUst a180 be expressed totbe many people whO opened famIly 

8reaeurel tor the Inspeotion of the author, and to those oon ... 

temporarles ot Ward who 80 w111Ingly shared .thelr remIn!.oen,.s. 

For man:r sug~est1ons whIle the ,wor:lt was 1n progress, as well al 

tor tbe oaretul ed1 tlng. ot tbe text, the author t 8 thanks go to 

~88 Hazel t .. Robert.,. W1thout the ooopera.t1on ot so man:r 

difterent people the story ot Eber Brook Ward oould not haTe 

been written. 

Bernhard O. Korn 

Ml1wauke e, Apr11 1942~ 
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Chapter I 

I NAUSPICIOUS BEGINNINGS 

On the afternoon of september a ,1864 , in the little 

community of Wyandotte on the Detroit River. on t he spot 

where the PUblic Library now stands, a little group of men 

gathered around an egg shaped r eceptaole which had just been 

filled with molten iron. A waiting worker turned a valve and 

i mmediat ely t here was a. loud,rushl -.g ,hi seing sound. A stream 

of oold air. under high pressure, was being forced i nto the 

mol ten mas.s of iron and the reoept'aole, trembling f rom the 

confl ict of the el ements within, became a roaring volcano. 

From its crater shot forth flames perhaps a hundr ed f eet high , 

lighting up the river bank for miles ar ound. Sparks of vivia 

hue showered to the ground. The phosphorus. the sUlphur. t he 

silicon and t he oarbon in the iron were belohed for th in a 

pyrotechnio di spl ay ·of unequaJ.led splendor. Leaping f l ames, 

r ed a t the outset. turned to a dazzling yellOW and t hen, as 

t he battle continued. turned aga in to a t hiok, ful l white. 

A heavily-bearded man with graying, tousled hair, wbo had 

been watohing the proceedings intently; gave a signal. The air 

stream was shut off by ready workmen and into the boiling 

caldron was dumped a definite quantity of manganiferous pig 

iron, long oall ed 8pi egeleisen by the Europeans. Again the 

war of the elements was r esumed in t hat iron receptaole. But 

- 1 -
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not for long. The flames gained a higher intensity. molten 

iron erupted from theja.~ and t hen, as suddenly as it all 

began, an oppre ss i ng stillness set t led over the scene. 

Workmen, who had. been watchIng anxiously f jumped f orward. 

Iron arms tipped the egg sha.ped receptacle and quantities of 

the molten mass, seething and groaning in protest, were poured 

into obl ong oontainers resting on the ground. . Ther e was a 

momentary sputter and t hen, once again, all was quiet. 

The first Bessemer oommercial steel billet s had. been 

poured in the United s t ates. 1 

1. Van Alstyne Papers. 

Through it all a short. stocky man , wearing the plug hat 

Of the day . a out-away coat and baggy trousers, stood by 

stoioally. Hls had been the Vision, a vision of cheap steel 

that woul d build railroads and skyscrapers and huge bridges. 

He had backed t hat Vision with a large part of hI s fortune . 

And there; in those cool i ng forms on the floor, lay the answer 

to his dream. 

But Eber BrOck Ward was not one to spend muoh time in 

dreaming. He had oomplete con:f1dence that the pneumatic 

process for mak Ing steel was feasible. He had oonf i dence in 

hIs engineer, bearded and tousle-ha ired William F. Durfee , 

who bad supervi sed every detail of this r eoord-making experiment. 

He had oonfidenoe, too, in his vision whioh piotured the Age 

-. of Steel oompletely ohanging the wa.y of 11f e not only of his 

own oountry but of the world. 

That oomplete oonf i denoe; whioh was so oharacter istic ot 

...... -., ~'~;>'-) "': ' :: :,~.-. , 
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the man~ was not mispl aoed. Subsequent events wer e t o p rove 

t hat the pneumatic prooess wa.s swift, 'c heap and effooti vee In 

tha t 11 ttle Wyandott e experi mental ya rd was lai d the f oUnda tion 

for what wa s to become the gigantio steel empire. Once aga1n 

Eber Brock Ward had ~anlbl ed alld had won. 

Taking c hanc'es, experimenting. plunging in wbereothers 

stood by hesitatingly, was nothing new for t his i ndus trial 

giant. H1.s entire life had been a challenge and the suoces .. 

whioh was his had not come without hardship and effort. 

e1' Brock Ward came , in fact" from a har dy stook., Bis 

forebears bed been bu.f'fe ted about on theeeonomto ~ re11gious 

ourr ents of history. They had tilled the Boll in Scot l.and, 

where eking out a meager existenoe proved a dif f icult t ask. 

,en t he rellg10us ware were raging t hr oughout Etlropc, they 

lis t ened t o t he pr eaoh inge of John Knox and , becau se their lif e 

as hard , t hey embraced the new rel i gion in the hope that it 

might br1ng them upon better days. So fervent did they become 

1n their new' beliefs, so dissatisfied were they w'1 th the con­

ditions under .hioh they l1ved,that they were quite r eady to 

migrate to Ireland ., t here to aid in winni ng that oountry fo·r 

Protestantism. 2 

a. QUimby Papers, 

But life in Ireland f ailed to stl11 a restless spirit. 

And so it came to pa:ss that when John Winthrop i ssued hi s oa.ll 

for a sett lement 1n the New World , Andrew and Esther Ward 

answered tha t oaJ.l . They were car r1ed across what seemed a 

.' '.:,,', ;,;:_ ,o!:": " '~ ;~" . ~.: 
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boundless ocean in one 9f those seventeen 1i ttle sa1l1ng 

vesse l s that were tossed abo~t an angry sea 1n 1630. Late in 

t he t8.l1 they landed a t Salaut, there to beoome part of the 

t hriv1ng Maeeaohueet te BaYQolon~. 

Soon more settlers oaJne and ere long the oommuni ty became 

tcxfa.enselY populated for the Warde.. Tbe valleys of Vermont 

beckoned, end here, for the next hundre~ yeare, t he Ward fa.mlly 

took up its abode and prospered. They were a l l just ordinary 

folks,these Warde, tiller s of the eO,11 who were happy 1n t heir 

little hut-like home. ~helr acres provided the f ood for t he 

t able, their oow the milk, t heir pigs t he juicy baoon.. The 

Indians gave ,some trouble, but a fter the French and Indian wars 

had driven the Frenoh f rom the oountry, t he settlers soon l earned 

how to get along with the Indiana, t l f ens peaceful, llfe was 

happy. here in Rutland County, Vermont,. 

So peaceful was 1 t in t his val l ey ., out off from tne r est 

·of t he world , t hat th.e Warde ~ew llttl., of the bloker l ng and 

strife t hat was going on at the seaboa.rd., An ocoa.sional 

traveler, seeklng lands even farther west t would r~late how 

England was pl aoing "ta.xes upon the oolonists, hOW settlers were 

being t~ou t9' Engla.Jl,d for trial, how the demand for representatiC 
, , , 

wae gTowlng. Bu1; all this meant litt l e to Asael Ward, now tbe 

head of the Vermont cla.th Taxes coul d not effect his life, for 

the Wards r aised what they needed. spun their own yarn, made 

their own olothes and if Massachusetts. Pennsylvania and the 

Old Dominion wanted to make w~ upon the mother oountry t 11' 

t hey were setting up a shout for Independence, only avery taint 

echo of that shout reached the peaoeful Vermont valley • 

• ,:':~', : .. :,.f_) .. ,.; ,{(, . .,:', ~. ' 
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Then, one day.,.-lt was 1_ l77'1--word went throu,gh the 

valley t ha.t an army was marching into this peaoeful ,country.. It 

was an a l'!lSY that was coming dene f rom Canada by way of La.ke 

Ohamplain. It was an English army t hat would out through 

Vermont on its way to the seaboard. there to suhdue those 

Amerioan co1oo1 ets, many of whose forebears had oome with John 

WinthrOp even as had Andrew and: Es'ther Ware. Here was a chall enge. 

Asael Ward coUld see no reason why Englishmen from lngland should 

fight Engl i shmen in Amer ioa. He could see no reason why the 

Ol d Oountry sbould try to diotate to t hose who were buildIng 

t he new. The warrior spirIt boiled in the blood of Asa.el Ward, 

and. t hougb nearing the bal! oentury mark, he shouldered h1s 

musket and ha s t ened to join t he forces of John St ark , one of 

the heroes of Bunker Hill. Hi s S011 David, just turned seventeen, 

marohed in the army by the side of his f ather. 

e.shlngton, upon hearing t hat Burgoyne was mal'Ohing down 

Lake ChamplaIn with an army of eight t housand men, had exolaimed: 

"NOt'v let the New Englanders t urn out and orusl1 BurgOyne". Asael 

ard a.'I1d his son David were f i r s t of all !few :Englanders and so 

lIere ten, yes, t wenty t housand others.. A f orce of.' Brunswiekers 

spIt t from '~he maln Burgoyne oolumn and pushed into vermont. 

But the Vermonters under Stark were ready and at Benn~ngton, 

after a short but bloody battle. the invaders were r~uted. 

Vermonters bad stopped the march upon their state,bu;t 'ln the 

battle:; Asael, great grandfather of Eber Broo·k Wal'd,was killed. 3 
1-- J-;--'-~ 7 

3. David Ward. Autobloqa.nhx, 8. , 
,\ 

T)J----r--;-~ 

1\ 
( ' \ 

'-·'';'·'~:-''-) ''.' 'i {'~:'.,: ~. ' 



" 

_ 6 -

Ther,e was deep sorrow in the ,11 ttle t own of tVell,s in 

:rutland (Jounty when the news of Asnel' a death .a.s reoeived • 

• hen JOM Sta.rk' S Goldie'I"S were demobill,zed. Da,vld Ward returned 

to t he old family homes tead to take over" He marr1ed Abigail 

Pray, an:d theh-union was blessed by three sone, Samuel. er and 

David. Onoe again life was peaoeful. in the Vermont valley. 

At an early age the three boys were taken into the f ields 

t o help in the f'a1'filing. Boys, in tha.t da.y, did not have t o be 

very old to be ass igned to ·defin1te chorea. But farming made 

Qrnall appeal to, Samuel and to Eber. The trading f ever was in 

their blood and as soon as they reached ,their It'.a.jo:rlty, they 

lett Vermont and went first to Syracuse and t hen to Rochester , 

Ue\9 York . doing odd jObe here and tllere and ul tlmately engaging 

in the infant sal t indust ry. 4 

4. \Ull lam L.Bancrott, Memoirs of Oaptaln Samuel Ward, 337. 

Perhaps it 'elas this experienoe of EDer \'lard which was, at 

a l a.ter period. to bring his son back into the sal,t business. 

The venture i nto ' salt failed to prove as effective as the two 

young men b ad ant1:o1pated, Both were now married a.mi both 

needed to 8uppo:rtthel~ far4il1es. Since farming "as not to 

their liking , Samuel , wbo had hea rd muob of the weetem oountry. 

decided that he would seek his fortune in Oh10., while Eber took 

his wi fe S8l1y .and his t wo-year-old" daugh,ter ., Emily , who 11M 

'been b·om at ·Manlius, ~ear Syracuse , New York, dur1tng the salt 

experienoe ,and headed north into Oanada. 

On Ohristmas Day, 1811, in the little townqf, N~ 

. ''.:'''~ ;"'>· -I.~, ·· "{i.r." , :-: 
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Hamborough, JU.lar the la.rger ci.ty ot Toronto • . iber Brook Ward 

was 'bom ~o £bel' a.n~ Sal l y Ward. 5 

5. As told to Mrs. :S. li. Sheldon by Eber Ward. US. in Miohigan 
s t a t e Histor ical Society. Lansi ng ,Miohi gan • 

The nard househOld enj oyed little more t han a bare exi st­

enoe.. The fath.er had not yet found his place in l i fe , had tried 

his hand a.t a variety of ocoupations. had been oontent as long 

as he eked out enougb to keep hi s wi fe and t wo obi ldren from 

actual want . Hardy and str ong, ~1 thout i nterest i n f a.r mi ng whioh 

,...,s t he principal pursul t of t he day f restleso and oontinually 

s eeki ng J)ew f ields of endeavor . Eber Ward 'had managed to s ecur e 

li ttl e mor e t han the soant necessi ties, bad mana.ged s'ven ao 

little only bec.ause he followed t he l ead of h i s f ar shrewder, 

mor e vereatll~, aide l ' b rother, Samuel. 

It was i nt o a home of thi s ' nature that Jl.'ber Brock Wa.rd 

made his unobt rusive entr ance; a t ypical, humble American 

household , one of t he many whioh made t he Amerioa of t hat day, 

and one not grea.t l y different frol11 thouse:hds of t ypioal America.n 

homes t oday. There was nothing in t hesur:toundi ngs · t ha t would 

i ndi o a t e t hat t he young Eber would inberit t he r eet less bUsiness 

spi r i t of bi s father, t he p iety of his grandfather , t be patriot­

ism of his greet-grandfather , and the pioneeri ng i nstinot which 

had beset t he Wards sinoe t hat da.y in Scotland when t he f amily 

f i rst mi grat ed t o Ireland. lJor ·was· there anything that W~u1d 

ark t his ohil.d as the one ' who would est abl i sh t he eoonomy of 

t he enti re Ui ddle West, establ i sh it eff ecti vel y and perma.nently 

al ong t he lines whioh he env1sioned~ It Is t ypi oal of Amer ica. 

':.', ~ :';::" ': "': 'i :"'!, ;::'; ~" 
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that those who are to wi eld. the, gr ea.test influence in the 

development of the oountry come ' from humble and inauspioious 

beg1nninge. 

,arc ely had t he event ' of Eber Brook Wa.rd · s birth been 

fittingly ob served when rumblings of the sooQnd war with 

England were heard. Seilors wer e being i mpr essed on t he higb 

seas, t he l~ortbwest f orts }'I..ad not been t Ul'J\ed over t o the 

United St ates 89 t he t r eaty of peace had provided. t he Vermonter 

as n "') l onger weloome i n Canada. So ' Eber Wa.rd prepa,l'ed to move 

hie fami l y onoe more and s i nce the~e was no b e tter plaoe t o 

Which to go, he s t a.rted back , in h1s coveroo wagon, wlth the 

f99 f ami l y possessi ons piled high, to the old homest ead in 

Rutland , Vermont. Others of t he Wards had r emained in Ru t land, 

had worked the f a.rms whioh Asael Watd of Revolutionary fame 

had l a.i d out. They had grown to be a prosperous clan, but 

f arming, even in time of need, held no allurement f or Eber 

Ward, even ae it made no appeal to his b rother Samuel. 

Shor tly after the return of Eber Ward to Rutland, the Vial' 

Hawke sucoeeded in leading an Wlp!'epared United s t ates i nto · 

the second war with England. An Wltralned army of ~even t housand 

men , poorly equipped and disper sed in petty ga.rrisons along the 

extended. border" was to f ace t he might ~f Engl.and,was, tn f.act, 

a s . Jefferson would ha.e it, to defeat the larger foe "by merely 

marching"., Thinly-manned outposts 01' the' American f()!'Ces were 

to be found on t ake ontario and on I.alee Erie;t , but the ,supplying 

()f these forces bad beoome e. d1ff lcul t t a sk.) The transportation 

of mun1 tiona and supplies thl'O~h the w1l~erne es and seross the 

"::,,.,~. :i: k i'": 'i. .,. {'':':'' , ~. ' 
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swamps wanst) p r eca.ri o'l1s t hat It cost sixty. dolla rs to oa r rY' 

a. 'barrol of flour frQlli l1ew York to Detr oit . 6 

6. Ba.sed on :Wward Ohanning, A HistorY of the Uni t ed St ates. 
IV,486 et .seQI" . -

. 
I t wa.s na tural t hat Samuel Ward,the business head of the 

ard cla.n , should see in this situa t ion an ex;';~llent opportunity 

for the display of his tal eute. I t woUld not be too di f fioult 

a t ask to gather the produce from t he Vermont f arms of the 

ards a.nd t heir neighbors and t ra nspor t t hem to the we s t ern 

l i e/i to of New York., He.re a boat c oUld be secured ~ld it ~ould 

be a simple matter to supply t he outl ying posts on the shores 

of Lake Erie. Carrying supplies to t he fOl1'Qea of the Unt ted 

s t a t es in the weste~oount.ry would be a.iding the war e f f ort 

and would prove r elilUnerat1ve as Atell . So t hought Samuel Ward, 

and for him to think was to ac t . 

BeC!Hl.'Use hie enterpl'ise'Dould require the help of others , 

Samuel Ward soon found a. jplao~ f or his brother L.'ber i n his new 

or"anizat ioll. Headquarters were established at Sackett" s 

Harbor nea r the point where Lake. ontario conneots with the mighty 

st. Lawrenoe. Several United st ates gunboats weH opera t i 'ng 

from t h 1 s harbor and -tbese boats ne-eded suppliea. ,Then , too . 

there were several garri eona . most 1mpottrult being the ones a t 

ort Owego and at Fort lI1agara. The \7a.;rde bu11 t a smal.l boat._ 

one jus t l arge enougb to Qail alone the ooast of Lake Onta:do 

and do business with the small communit i e s whioh bad grown up 

along t he shore, as well as u lth the two United St ates fo~ts. 

Eber dlre-cted the business at sackett t e Harbor. Samuel s ailed 

'"',"":' ;''':'''-'!;';'. 
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his boats,. Tbe ven'but's vr oved most pro.f itabl e, but not f Ol" l ong. 

S1~ Ueor ge Prevost wld Oo~Odore Yeo, opexatillg fo~ t he Briti sh 

on Lfl.ke t ar io, not~d t hat the an fleet an( r! wer e 

busily employed at r~ ia.gal'a. 

~p.ckett t s Harbor f bu rned t he b a :r; 

y 29 , 1813 , t hey landed at 

s and burned ~too J a.11 the . 
vessel s whicb t hey f o'l1nd in t be harbo:r. S8.mJel Ward t s boa.t 

as tied u:p a t the clock et the t l !1l8. I t was not spar ed by t he 

1T:nE!11sh 1nve.de l's and t be l'ciPi dly gl'ow1ng . prof i tat'ol e coast a.l 

f the ttaros oa.Iila t o an end. F,2fl1uel bber ~aTd j oined 

Jacob Brown , wbo l i ved 1n t be ne i ghbor hood end wl:1o was t o jirove 

hl msel good general , e~ 1n t he b a t t l e Ivhich f ollowed , t he 

Bx1ti sh wore driven back t o tb';' i r own side of t he I F1(e. The 

l'd b r other s r e t urned t o Rutl.!' .. nd bappy in the t hought tha.t 

t l ea s t t hey ben been able to ai d Jacob Br own in driving 

Slr Yeorge Prevos t out of t be country. bey wer e happy , t oo , 

t bat Lieutenant Thomas onough had def ea t ed t he Srit1sh 

squadron on J.,ake Chaclpl a i n. At l eas t Ve l"f!lOn t woul d flo t be 

t hrea t ened. l)y an 1mras1on as .1 t h:ld been during t he Revolution. 7 

7. The s t ory of the Werd ente rpr i se dur ing t he War Qf 1812 1s 
t ftJten from t be !,,. 1I:.eJheldon St ewa.r t 1A~ . and f:t'om tv:i 111~.m L. 
Banc r of t ., 9p, c i t . , 337. 

ar Br ook Ward knew not hing of th 

wc:.G supnl yi ng the ./u'1lo .... 1oan t r oops i n tlle 

r . 11e his f ather 

Lakes :r9r.;i ons , 

h1s .mother was gett i ng along & $ best she oottld on t he old Vermont 

homaGt~ad . :::\amuel ~ard tllade t hr ee t hou sand dol lars out of hi s 

r enterorise . Hi a b rother ma/~ e sl i ght ly l ess. But Sa.muel tva.rd 

had found t he kl .M of work he l i ked beet whlle his b r other oon-

, .:,.:: . .t.-,.", ""{{;..:";/ 
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tlnuad to shi f t from oocupation t o oocupa tion. ni s alt"Oe:r1enoes 

along the chor s of the i nland lakes caueed t he older brother 

t o bolieve t hat the~e would be good buaine~e hert; even after the 

t'lo.:r,. Se t tle :rs were mov i '1g i n t o thi s we s ter n oount;.cy, a.nd Samuel 

Wal'd Ime~~' t ho:t there wel'S oommuni ti co along t ho shor e e of La~e 

.::rie and eVOIl up a.t Gr een Bay 011 Lake 11l1ohi gan , oo~mi t i es whioh 

1ilould. have to depend upon ooast al shi ps for -thei l' oont~ct wi til 

the Eas t ,. So be wcmld build another boat, uoul d s eek t o eetablish 

t ade w1 tb r10 l'l .'a l ao and wi'th 01eve1and on Lalte Er ie f 0 1 th 

Detrol t and t7ith Grf'on Ba.y. Ea.s t e:rners had but r eoently settled 

tal l ot these points, ea0t Ol'nSl'S who we·re hi s ovm Itlnd of people 

~~d wh~~ he under s t ood. 

o Samtlel Ward dc t C!"llIined to beoome a part of t ha.t westward 

mlrge. and In that dec is~on was sett l ed , too , t he future of 

11 tt1 e Eber Brook Waxd , now playing on his 
. , 

r andfathers f arm 

in Rutland. For just as t~e~ Ward had a l ways fol1~cd his 

brotber i n all t hings, GO t he young Eb~r vas to f ol l OW him, was 

to tf'..1~e no where Samuel Waw l ef t off, \las t o point the wa y to 

t he bu i l d i ng of a m1ght.y Mi ddle West. 

,· :::~ ~~;:"-t"": ·; "'{''''; . ~. ' 



Ohapter II 

THE LURE OF THE WEST 

The sp1r t. t which oarried the Wards from· Scotland. to 

Ireland. and ultimately to the New World was t he s ame as t hat 

which was oausing t housands of other famil ies to l eave the.1r 

known heritage in the Ol d World f or the unoer t ainties of t he 

New. Mingled motives brought these ploneers to the western 

hemi sphere, motives of religion and of governcnent . Eoonomic 

d1fflcul ties played their part, and not the l east i mportant 

urge wa.s t he spirit of adventure whioh had dr1 ven the Anglo­

Saxon on the Crusades and which now dr ove bim upon voyages 

of di soovery and explcu'ation and , ul tlmatel y, o.f settl ement . 1 

1. Causes for the mi grations f rom England a.re ably di scussed 
in G. t .Beer, The Origin of the Briti sh Oolonial System, 
Chaps. I and II . . 

Nor was this urge for new lands , for adventure J for 

betterment, still ed a.fter t he eas t ern coast of Amerlca was 

reached. The same motives which had i mpelled migration from 

England, now dr ove the coaetal sett l er inland . The lUre of the 

West continued to f ascinat e tbe mind of man. Just as the fore­

b c-ars of Eber Brock Wa.rd had migrated from Salem to Vermont, so 

hundreds of other famil ies nacked the·ir bel ongings and turned 

west ward bec ause t hey t hought the di s t ant fiel ds more fertile. 

No sooner had t he Revolution been won than the stream of settlers 

.. l L) .. 
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I 

ooming from Europe overflowed the boundaries of the original 

thirteen sta tes and spilled into the new lands using the Mohawk 

Val l ey, or the old Braddock Road, or the Oh10 River as their 

highways. By raft and by wagon they came, these New Englanders; 

seeking their fortunes in the unknown and the unbroken wilderness. 

They were beset by many hardships but they were used to living 

the hard way. He re in the West they would f i nd no succor f or 

themsel ves, but they would find opportuni t .y . opportun1 ty to 

build a hed tage for t heir children. a 

2. A. B. Hulbert, t!istor!oH1gbways of Americ.a. gives deta ils of 
the many routes used by the pioneers in going westward . See 
aleo Lols Ki mbal l Mathews, The Expansion of New England,174. 

, . . ( 

The War of IB12 stopped the westward surge for the time 

being. Indians in the West, incited by the English , were otten 

hostile; invasion by the English was t hr eatened; the f armer found 

an outle t for hls produce in the demands made by the war. Times 

and conditione were not auspioious for migration. There was 

little r eason for leaving the home oommunity, 

But as .soon as the Treaty of ahen t was signed , the searoh 

for adventure and a new life again m·a.n1fested lt self. ' Distant 

l ande again beckoned , and since there had been several poor orops 

during the war causing prices to r1se materiall y, many , especially 

the debtor olass, Bought to faoe life anew in the West. Ohio 

wa s now the f rontier. Those who had been in' the oountry r eturned 

with glowing tales. Here was the place wbere a fortune oould be 

oarved from the wilderness. The "Obio Fever" swept the New 

England 8t ;>.tes and t housands set out for the promised l and. 3 

3. Lols Kimball MathewSiop.clt.,l80 et.seq • 

. _.< .. ,'.:,;:,.t-l."i'; " '"{.;;.;,., ~~. 
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Here in Ohio were fer tile lands, f ertile lands t hat could 

be had f or l i t t l e money. Here , too . were at stretches of 

timber, t .1mber t hat would ser ve f or buildi ng t he cabin and that 

would serve equa.l l y well t o keep t hat cab i n warm. So t o Ohi o 

came the New Englanders. Those c oming. f r om old SaleiZl e s t ablished 

a l i ttl e settlement in the north- ea s t ernmost corner of t he new 

c ountry and , as bad alwaye been the cus t om of the Engl i sh , 

t hey r e tained a part of the old name by calling it New Salem,. 

They ca~ itwi th a load of fum1 t u r e" a gun, and. a dog" seeking 

their f ortune in a. country where hard work a.lone could win 

succe·ss. 

To t his sett l ement of New Sale. in Obto came Samuel Ward~ 

He came not to s eek hi e f or tune for, by t he s t andards of the da.y. 

he was al r eady a rich man because of his business venture during the 

ar . He c ame 'O'ecause he saw in t he Vlest an opportunl ty to 

carryon what had now become his chosen occu.pation. He would 

build another sai l ing ves sel and oarry on t r ade between t he 

many lit t l e towns which were be1ng establi sbed along the shor es 

of t he Great Lakes . 

Samuel Warel was no str anger t o New Salem. He .had visi t ed 

the l i t tl e settlement dur1ng t he da ys t hat hi s brother , E'ber ,. was 

1n Canada . He had vis i ted it aga.in dur ing t he war days. He 

knew t hat t he l i t tl e community hoo b een establi shed by New 

Engl ander s tin 1798 and he knew tha t those fir s t settler s bad 

built well . He knew. t oo , t hat New Sal em had grown in popul.atlon 

immecUa t ely aft er the war, f or his f riends .1n old Salefd kept 

h i m i nf ormed. Samuel Ward c ons i de red New Salem an exoell ent 

center f r om which to oontinue hi s business activities. From its 

. ,::~ ~ ~::"') "'i .; "'1~~:" '; ~.: 
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snug lit t le harbor he could sail to t he many little towns on 

Lake Erie , eQuId r each Detroit· and se t tlements on the St . Clalr, 

could, i f he so deSi r ed, r each t he l and of the great flLeaping 

Wa t ers lt • New Salem would pl"ovide an i deal base for his 

oper a.tions, r easoned Sa.!'mel Ward •. 

er Wa.rd d i d not follow hie brothe r when he left f or the 

1Jes t . E'ber Ward had heard of Kentuoky. New Englanders had 

penetra t ed into tha t _Uderness as wen as into Ohio ; .had , in 

fac t, g "ne ther e at an even earlterdate • . They too had brought 

back t al es of the marvelous living which Kentuoky provided. 

In f aot , Eber Ward t hought Kent uoky a f ar mor e prom1sing land 

t han Ohio and , heoause he wa.s by nature of a. roving disposi t i on, 

he announc ed to bis family, t wo years after t he Second War for 

Independenoe, tha t he was moving west of the Allegheny Mountains. 

Two little s i ste r s, SallIe and Abbie, h ad. by thi s t ime 

joined Emil y and Eber Br ook. Mother ','lard t hought the family 

t oo large and t oor Oung to a.t tempt t he ha.rdshi ps enta11~d by a 

trip through the mounta.1ns t o the pr omised l and of Kentucky . 

But f a t her Ward refused to change hie mind. In Kentuoky , he f elt , 

f ortune awaited him and to Kentucky the family· would move. As 

a concession to his' good wi f e he p romised t ha t there would be 

no fur the r moves. The re would have to be none, for Kentucky 

would provide a good living. 

In the middl e of winter , on December 16,1817. t he f .am!l}' 

·started the trek t o Kentuoky. They traveled 1n a. covered 

sleigh dr awn by t wo sturdy horses . There would be ampl e snow 

.and the going would be easy in a sleigh. Uother Ward r ode on 

the front seat beside her sturdy, blue-eyed husband. Emily , 

",,; ~i:.l,·l·· ·. .,, {,~,:. : ~': 
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ready to observe her ninth birthday, Eber Brook, Just turning 
r 

six, Sal.ly, aged t hree, and baby Abbie, aged eighteen months, 

rode under the oanva s oover of the sleigb . hemmed in by suoh 

household goode as the Wards were t ak1ng along. 4 

4 . Det&1 1s of t h1s trip. are t aken from Willle.m L. Bancroft, 
oo.olt.,368: Stewart MS., S11as Far mer,. A History ot 
DetroIt and Michlge.n, II, 1235. . . . 

c· ~~ , 

The migration was to oarry the Wards sl.ong the Mohawk 

Valley as far west a s Roohester, atter whlch the sleigh wa·s to 

turn south until it reached t he Allegheny River. This river 

was to be tollowed through Penns,ylvanla and Ohio until 1t 

reached the antlcipated fertile tlelds or Kentucky. Eber 

War d, whoet!ll had a little money lett from his war enterprise, 

had no thought 01' purohasing any 0.1' these tertile fields. 

He had heard of many thriv1ng oommunities in this new land 

south of the Ohlo, and surely, he rea soned, t here would be 

mple opportunity tor buSiness endeavor. Happiness and oomfort 

wouldoome to the t amily 1n Kentuoky. 

Suoh were f at her Wardt s thought s as he drove his horses 

along the Mohawk trail. Suoh were t he hopes ot the pioneer 

whose restless sp1rit was ever driving him to new l ands. But 

t hose hopes were not to be realized. Two days out trom 

Rochester, Eber \Vardsuddenly beoame s1ok. The illness wa s 

said to be pleuriSY and f aithtul moth~r \Vard" during the next 

six weeks, ministered to he r a i11ng husband in addition to 

oaring tor her four children . 

It was during the oold, stormy days of February that Eber 

.. .... ; .. ~ ~.: , -!.~, .~ .,"{ .. ;,:",:,-



_ 17 _ 

Ward felt that he bad recovered suf fioiently to wi thstand the 

hardships of tra.vel. SO southwa.rd they strunk wi th their 1'1011-

fill ed sle1gh in an effort to r each t he Ohio. That, too, was 

not to be. The rigors of t he winter j ourney and the s train 

and strese of c aring for her siok husband and four children, 

proved too much fOr Sally Ward. In an unpopulat ed section of 

oent ral Pennsyl vania 11Ineae overwhelmed ber. She CQul d go no 

f arther. No ai d was nea.r at hand anQ while Eber ~ard administered 

to bel' as best he could, it was not enough. On tbe thi rd day 

of he r illness Sal1y Wa~ di ed. She pai d t he supreme nrlce of 

the pioneer. 

The father was grief-s tricken.. Far from any sett lement, 

1 t h no help near ., there waR notbing to do but find a. final 

r est ing pl ace for the brave mother out t here in t he w11demeea. 

Si milar situations were all too c ommon in the lives of t hose 

early pioneers, oontinued to b e oommon during t he next two 

deoades when ot her hardy souls beat t heir way across t he 

prairies to di s tant California and Oregon. Under a stately 

oak Eber Waro bull t a. l arge fire, for 1.t ~a.s oold and the ground 

was f rozen. The f our motherless children huddled near by. When 

the ground had been thewed, the saddened father dug t he grave, 

each blow of hi s piok a.x, each thrust of his shovel, searing 

hie very soul. Finally t he hear t -breaking t a sk was oomple ted. 

Wi th E!Ililycuddling warmly wr apped baby Abbie a..'1cl with Eber 

a.nd Sally , who had not yet reali zed the full i mport of t he 

tragedy, . s tandi.ng by, the bopy of a ploneer mother was l ai d to 

rest. A short pr ayer was s aid. Then. brushing a.way the t ears , 

the lonely father fill ed the grave with earth , erec t ed a crude 

..... \ •• ::,..:.t_.! .. ,< \,,,?,~~:~ , :" 
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wooden oroGs to mark the spot. gathered hie children in 'his 

oover ed sled., and,. .wi tb a last lingering gl M.ce, drove on. 

tong was young Ebel' to remember t n18 scene. .He was living 

t he lif e of the p ioneer Weot, was suffering as the pi oneers 

suff en d. was paying the prioe that had to b e pai d by t hose 

who build a new countr y·., Many years later, after he had amassEd 

wealth, Eber Brook Ward returned t o t his lonely spot in 

Pennsylvani a . He wanted to find the body of his mother, wanted. 

to bring 1 t to Detro! t., there to pl ac e it next t o hie father 

on the f arn'.ly burial plot.. But oivilizat ion had p rogressed 

t hr ongll the years. What had once been a. wilderness had now 

b ecome a. teeming f a rm co. tty with l a rge c i ties n.eer by. 

The wooden oros s had long since rotted,the oak tree had been 

out down to make r~om for progress. Eber Brock Ward oould not 

loca te t he grave of Sally Ward. She slept there, somewhere 

beneath the t 'hrGbbing new development whioh she and her family 

h ad hel ped to build . 5 

5. As told by Mr s. Qu imby, Marine 01 ty , 
of t he Ward f amily. 

d i r eot descendant 

lth his helpma.t e sleepi ng benea th the Pennsylvani a 

snows , ho"ber Ward lost all inte re st in his Kentuoky d r eam 

and it was but na tural t hat he shOUld t hInk, i n his hour of 

gri ef, of his brot her Samuel. Emily, only nine years old, 

Qu1d now have to t ake the place of t he mother , would have 

to raise young Eber, Sally and Abbie. And Eber Wa rd t hought 

t hat ahe oould do tha t b etter a.'llong friends. SO the cover ed 

sleigh was again headed northward toward Lake Erie. At N. 
".', ~":"). " " "':[~"':". ~': 
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Salem , where Samuel Ward w~s already doi ng a t hl''i,.ving ooastal 

business and where many Easterners from old Salem had settled , 

t he r e would be res t and peace for t he sorl'ol'Tl ng f ami l y. Wben 

he l i t t le town of Erie wa3 reached,tbe horses end t he sleigh 

er e sol d ;and the motherl ess fami l y wait ed until Samuel Ward, 

in hie small , fla t -bottomed sQhooner ; t he Sal ~m Packet , 

a :r l'ivE'ld a t this port of c al l. On that 11 ttl.,s boat t he trip 

as ruM e t o New Salem .. 

Yet here, in Ashtabula County , despi te t he fae t that 

many I'Jew Englanders now c Rlled i t home, life wa s dul l for 

Nber Wa rd. He pioked up orld j obs 1'1herever he c <;uld find t hem 

and eked out ~ existence such a s tt was . He bad Jost a11 

i nterest i n p ioneering and when his brother suggest ed tha t they 

go even f "' rther West. he refus ed to gi ve heed ., But for Ern.l 1y 

l i fe was anything but dull. Young R S she ?ra.e, she be~ame a. 

real mothe r to the 11 t tl'e fam1l y.. She kept bouse f or her 

f ather fmd d1d what . title eould toward rearing t he other t hr ee 

chi l dren. For t he next four years 11fe ~as as active for 

li ttle Emi l y as it wae dull for he~ father, 

I t w~s _?!te r Eber War d a aw t hat his family was well 

cared for by his daughter Emily, who had already become .. kno 
" 

as II Aun t EmilY", liu a 't he cloo i dec1 to foll ow h1 s brother to the 

new oountry i.n t he West. 1!1ch1ga.n at the time bad a few settl ers 

along the Detro! t R1var s.nd in the vioini ty of Mookinao J but 

beyond t hat lit t l e i nterest bed b~en ehowp i n the d i striot. 

Government ap:ente, r etumin 

back unfavorabl e r eports. 

', . ~-: ~ -! ... ~ 

rom inspeot ion tour s, brought 

The l and , they sa ld. was not go~d 

.,.,{,,,,;,:.,,, 
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for f arming, there were no roads , only I ndi an t ra.ils le~.dlng 

off into dense f orests , 'There tilas no r eason why sett lers 

should go to £luch a count:ry. G 

6 . L01s Kimball JAathewa, op. olt. ",221. 

But Samu.el Ward ca red not h ing tor theopinic,n of ' Govern­

Bent :c.w:ents. He had s z.l1ed hi e t '.venty- sevell t on §alem Packet 

a.long iihe De t roit Ri ver, had s ailed it ou t into Lake St . Cla ir • 

. __ , ~d had even trave"' S€lt) to t he be~d of Lake HUTon "there to visi t 

Uack i r.ao . He knew of ·the grea't lake Vih1ch l a.y beyond the 

flLed.pi ng Wat ers" i n the St . Mar y' 8 R1ye1." ; and be knell , too ,of that 

other o i ghty arrl! whioh s tretched down to Gr""t)n Bay and even 

furthe r south to For t De arborn. only t wo other shi pe sailed 

the lake~ in oOlttpeti t ion \'Vi t il his Salem !!ooke't . one out of 

Bufi alo and the other out of Cl~'T/eland ., He 'b elieved in t his 

new oountry . believed that it wottld soon be f 1l1ed by new 

settlers , bel i e \i'ed t aa t there was need here f or his expand ing 

shippi ng business. Alr~ady he had heal'€i rU!l1o :ra that a oanal 

;vaG t o be built oonnecti t1p-: t he Atlantic with the Great Lakes ; and 

Samuel 'NaI'd knew t ha.t a canal would hasten the set t l emen-t of 

1.fioh1ll:art and even of V!l ncons ln , knaTR alao t hat sUohsettlement 

wQUld b r i ng additional bUsiness t o hh; ships " 

Ralf way measures wer e n~~ for t his Unole of young Eber. 

He hr.'1.dseen the new coun try, he believed in it , he would move 

t o M1ohi~n with his falni l y. With his wi fe and his household 

goods he el'libarlced- up(m hi s Salem, pao}:et and headed' :for the 

.Mlehlgan shores . Eber Wa.rd , f o r want of anyt hing better to do. 

went along. He was not 80 cert a.i n of t he new oountry. was 

" ',{,;';" , ~" -,,', :.;:.~-!.~: .; 
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wUllne to l et time tell \7he t her Camel had been COI'!:'00t in 

his sund. s'e. He ft his fw11y in New salem in charge 0 

1i ttle E1'l11y, 

The t r i p thr ough ";;!'1 ~'V'; tmevontf ul . At Por t Au 

ihl en t he fl at -bot "tornsd veocel becaf.1E~ w1nd -bound ,and t lle cvar­

ac t i "Ie Sar.11el l..,ent ~iGh01:e , wher e he f ound savel'al young apple 

t reee whioh b~ been pl snt ed I,he I ndians. Ap'Ples 'Would be 

q. de11000y in h t s new H1ch1~an hor.'te so t he tl"eee \'Tere lJ.prootAd 

Rnd placed 1)11 the ohlp . l~er Ward reports t hat after the treee 

had been t ra.nsplanted "they lived and bore frui t" . 7 

------------------------------------.-----,------------------~----------.... 
7. St ewart US. 

---' -. - ~-~ . . -

ThuS, a s f",. I' e..o i s known" were the fi re t f ruit trees brought 

o the banks of t he Det~olt Ri ver . 

Be0311se he had rtllly i n t ended to m~ke his horne on the 

1'1 VOl') S3lTlUel Ward had made a careful inopeotl oD, of. the country 

on his m~l)y previous t r i pe. I n Detroit he had met t he catholio 

pri est, G8.ortel Rloh~l'd , rmd wi th him he h t rar:::pcd th~ough 
\ 

the s~a~)y loolands t o the no~th Qf the oity. orne thirty 

iles to the north, in a fork e by t he Ct . Clair and t t •. ", 

Belle Rive~s~ the~e pioneers hnd d1 ~oovered a strip of l end 

\vhioh thoy oonsidered sui t able f or future set tlement. 1:la.mu~1 
\ 

aN ne.1:Ioo hi s t ract Yen-kee Point , while Father Rioha.rd ' (!all~ 
!: \ 

hi e holding, t he lower end of seotion tqelve , Ca.tholio ~,o1nt " 

a name w1110h the propeTty bolds t o t his day; 8 

e. Mar i ne Oity Independent, AUgUst 11 ,1925. 
-- .---~~---. '--------' 

) 
\ 
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When the Saltzllt Packet r eached Yenkee Point i n t he spl'ing 

of 1819, t here was littl e to T€Cornnewl t he oount r y as a futur e 

pl ace o f he..bi tat i on.. True. 1 t was oentrall y loca t ed on the Vl' l d e , 

swiftly f l ow1l.lg St.Olair Ri tter, midway b etwr'en Lake Erte and 

.~.ke Huron. but 1. t \laS mostly 3U1'!'ouneed by l ow l ands t hat would 

require muoh human ef fort for improvement eJ'ld t hat gave every 

i ndioation of an unhealthy cl i mate. The point i tself was 

high and heavily wooded and projected out into the river, 

giving an unobst ructed view in bot h di r ections. Oontempora.ry 

aocounts Hpnear to a.gr ee with t he de oc:r1ption l oft b v Da.vid 

Ward, brot her of Samuel and Eber. Vlsi tin.g hi s b.!'ethers, he 

as not i mpressed \.1 th Yanke e POint, c ausing him to ohroniole : 

"The oountry t'Tao fla t,low and undr ained. 
In some plaoes were open hay marshes and 
timbered swamp, Dome of " hleb \vere f illed 
l argel y with a great growth of t i mber, 
~ostly of Oak, Elm, and Bl eck Ash. No 
hills or moun~ains oould be seen to rest 
our lOl'lg ing eyes on, but everywhere a. 
oottntry monotonous, flat and having a 
black. d eep , '('toh soil. The oreeks being 
l argely etagnant combined to ll!t?Jte a con­
dition tha t produced malaria in the hot 
season of t he year . "9 

--------.-----.-----~--'-~ .. -- ,----..... -
9 . David Ward. sm'.loi t. , 37. 

To Da.vid Vial'd , coming from the hills of Vermont, the 

mal'shes of the St . Olalr made no a.ppeal. He would have nothing 

to do with Yankee Point o~ Ward" s Landing a s it soon ca.me to 

be known up and down the inland lakes. ' But to samuel , who _ 

r.Ileaut to make h1~ fortune in s~lp])1ng,. toe fl a.ts were· i deal. 

Here the:ee was plenty of \Vater , many little canal- like rivers 

here dry docks COU~d be built at a minimum of expense and where 

1\ 
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boats c ould ba construc t ed <.'I.nd l~'Unched ,jrrith li ttle d i ff i cul ty. 

Here. t oo" was a cent :r.atly loon t ed poi nt from fThicb. \13r d boats 

coul d sail into Lake Hur on and into Lr.tka t:i ohi g&-71 to the wes t 

and as f3.!" 810 Buff al o to the eas t . "fo have the he1'd (>uarters 

~f ouch a ~hi~)in one er n at Ynnkee Poi nt a:p~'ear·=d to t his 

sh-rewd p i oneer a.s bot h fe.!';!si b le a.nd p r ao t1 :Ja,l .. 

Un t il t he new '1"lme could b e bunt t he fi;;v,l em ,Pe('}k:et 

p rovided e~cel1 ant 11 vi~ a.ec l::tlntnoe a t11')ns f or :1amuel Wa rd , his 

>l fe , t he former E11zl).oeth l .. ~ertoon . his b·rother Eber , e..nd 

the two cal lors ":1ho hod made the t rip. The tr~es on the pOint • 

.• hich had to be clea r ed ana,v be:f.o:re t here could be S!,r.!O e 1'01' 

the 110'13e, alISO pr ovided the requ ired l oge. The n oW' horns . 

cree t ed by t he foul' men in reo()rd time , 'tl7a~ Qf t he t ypic al 

" !~:r()nt le l' vari ety. 110 t1m.e could be wast ed i11 oons'G:t'11o tion . 

One roo~ e-culd be quite enough a t the etaxt . And i f 3amuel 

bad fo .~gottan t o bring alOne some '':hat oversi ght 

auld b f3 r emooi ('ld hy paDtln~ gr e a .s ed pa,ner 0'178 1:' s tick a whioh 

hnd b een orout3ed 11~ t he shape of a sa.sb. here would always 

be tittle for i mprovement a t a lat er pE)'t'i oo.. WU l ia • B nOl'oft , 

who v1s1 t ed at' the f i rst Samuel Ward home on 'lanic:ce POint, 

des c r i b ed it be1nq made ot 

" .... 1'01100 logs, l'oofod wi ttl • shake,s I , 

a. ohimney piled ool-house~a.shl0nt: 
of shakes and elay ~ ,a.nd all f1n i ahl?d 
off with daubing and 'Chinking; t" 10 , 

10. V't1111am L. Banoroft I op.,ct t ." 338 • 
. -- ...--- - . - - .- ~--~~. -- --.--~-.---~~---~- - ---- - - ----~~~----.~-. -- --~- - ----,. 

en Year s l at er an i mposing briok house t hat was 1jhel t alk of , 
. ' 

t he shore settlerl1ents f rom Mackinac ' to :Buffal.o, st.i.e~'tered 

" \' 
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a!:ll!!Uel War d and h i s wi fe . 

And beoause &unUel Vhl'd ~£',s fi rst o f a ll a bUsi ness 

man~ th~ e~t..'ction of 

mod1ous tban his o· 

a~ehouse . f a r l a rger and more co~ 

h Oirte , h i €: f?..mi ly had 

b9an shel t ered. Tb(! Guam , fPr .... u.v " ~a.nti ties of 

supplies , cOID'nod1ties t hat n i oneel's in t he wilde rness would 

r eQuire .• to the n el1 wa,-rehouse. There wer e t hen no se t tlers 

t o \.,h coul d sell the p!'oduoe from hie warehouse ,for in 

1819 there 1'6 no oth'3l' s et t l e rs 2.t Ye.nlt e :tnt. Hot even 

t he Iu1 i al'le l iv in the neip~hborhocd of t he St . C:\l.:li r f l a.tS. 

ut Ser;mel 'Vard knel , t ha.t s~on the set fl Gr s from t he East 

_auld OOBe t o Miohigan and to ~1scons1n , even as t he7 had come 

t o wes tern Ne~ York and t o Ohi o. e !mew that t"1hon they came 

he woul d be re~y. i s '''3.S t he 'U'isJ.on of the p~oneel'. 

..... ~: ..... , ... 

II 
~\ , 
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Chaptelr III 

LIFE ON THE ST . CLAIR FLATS 

Ebel" Ward. after the death of his wife in the wilderneas 

of Penn sylvania, bec rune a man wi thou t an at> j eo ti vee He bad 

returned to bis family at New salem after helping his brother 

bulld the log oabin and the warehouse at Yankee Point. He 

spent his t1me 1n doing chores for other sett l ers and he earned 

by bis eff orts jus t enough to keep want from his 1i ttl e f amily. 

Al ways restless, he became even moreao now. Life at New 

salem became monotonous. Too many new settlers were ooming 

into the Western Reserve and Eber Ward felt that be was being 

crowded out. He thought of bis brother in his li t tle log oabin 

at Yankee Point. The westward surge of migrat i on had not yet 

flowed over Micbigan. There would be grea t er oppor tunity in 

that new oountry. 

In 1821 Eber Wa rd deoided to l eave the populated eastern 

shor e of Lake Erie and seek rest and quiet at Yankee Point , 

biob now bad come to be Ward's Landing. His daughter Emi l y 

and his son Eber wer e to accompany bim. sally and Abbie were 

to rema1n with frt.ends at New Salem, were to remain there a t 

least until a new home coul d be established in the Michigan 

w1lds. Samuel Wa:rd oame down to help his brother make the 

necessary arrangements. But the tr1p to the at. Clair flats 

was not to be made on the salem Packet. 

'- 25 ... 
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At the very time t hat Samuel Wa rd was establ ishing his 

headquarters at Yankee PoInt, new. and what was to pro-ve serious 

oompetition appea r ed on the lakee. Where ther e bad been only 

t wo othe r sailing vessels to challenge the rei gn of t he Salem 

Packet. a new type of vessel ~ow made 1 t o appear ance.. I t wa s 

in 1818 t hat the f i r s t steamer on t he Great Lakes, t he Walk-in .. 

t he-Water " was bull t at Black Rook near B·uffalo. samuel Ward 

understood the sailing of Shi ps, but he knew nothing of steam 

driven vessels. Yet f or t hree years he had seen t he Wa.lk- in­

t he-Watsl', plying f r om Buffalo to Detroit, taking business 

f rom his own boat. St eam na.vigation wa s f a s ter. more reliable. 

Shippers along, the lake shore _ seemed t o prefer ' it to Ward 's 

Salem PACks$, Samuel Vlard was ready t o inve s tigate t his new 

ki nd of boat t hat was being driven by great s i de wbeels and 

t hat . as power ed by boilers which blew huge ol ouds of smoke 

through a fUnnel on the deck, If these new steamer s wer e to 

garner the t rad'& of the Gr eat Lakes. samuel Ward wanted t o mow 
all about them. So be dec ided to make a trip on what was the 

f lrs t s·teamer on the Great Lakes. 

samuel Ward , on t hat trip ,. found t hat t he Jla.lk-ln-the Wa ter , 

whloh had b een named after an old and "good" Wyan,dotte chi ef . 

was an adapt ation of Robert Ful ton's Hudson River s t eamer. He 

found t hat the 'Yessel had two masts which were always u sed when 

t here was a Wind. He found . too , t hat wlth eng ine going and 

sa U sset the Walk-ln-the..:tla tet could a tta in the t hen incredible 

speed of ten miles per bour , f arau.n>aaalng the uncert a in speed 

of the salem Packet. 

Young Eber Brook Ward, expec t antly awaiting hi s t ent h 

.. '.' ..•..• :;:.,1.)":" " .'.~,;: .•. ~., 



.. 2?_ 

birthday, found r acing along the one hundred thirty-five 

foot length of the litt le steamer .great sport. The splash, 

spl ash, splasbof t he buckets on tbe side \,heels intrigued 

him; the constant throb of t he engine was music to his ea.r~. 

This was youtbful Eberts first eXpel'lenoe with travel .on the 

Great Lakes, his first contact with a lake steamer. He of ten 

recalled tIle t :d.p at e, later day when he wa.s master of one of' 

the la.rgest stear.1ers on the lakes, and at an even later t1me, 

when he owned a .whole convoy of steamers a hundred times as 

l arge as the Walk .... ln .. the-Wate.,. 1 

1. Details of t hie trip have been based l argely upon the 
stewa.rt 149. . 

Tbe trip from New Salem to Detroit took three days and 

cost Samuel Ward, who had a cabin with a berth, eighteen dollars. 

The F,:ber Ward family went by way of steerage and so it cost old 

Eber only seven dollars while he had to pay a similar sum for 

his two children. This trip on the first lake stea~ner pronded 

a t hrill for all of the Wards,but they probably reoa1led it 

1th mixed emotions two months l ater when a. report came to 

Yankee Point that the Wa1k-ln ... the .. Water had been wreck~d in 

a storm, Luoki1y all of the pQ.ssengers were saved , but al l had 

suffered from exposure and all had lost their belongings. a 

2. George B. Catlin, The . Story of DetrOit , 233 et s~q .. 

When Eber Ward and his two ohlldren arrived at Yankee 

Polnt ln the autumn of 182l,they f~nd that others had pre­

oeded them. samuel Ward was no longer the sole lnhabitan~ of 

. ,:: .. ,.. : .. : ) ~:: " ... { .. -:".~. ~.: 



- 28 .. 

the St . 01a,ir fl a ts. The looation had appealed to a t least a few 

other p ioneers and Eber Ward found that 

" ••• there were at Yankee Point Will iam 
Gallagher, James B. Wolverton, Bela 
Knapp ; Samuel Ward and myself and our 
f ami l ies. Five families at Yankee 
Point and on Belle lU vel' there, were 
five or s1x Indian f amilies"all en­
terprising people, a.nd all owners of 
f arms." :3 

:3. Stewart MS . 

Eber Ward found t hat his brother had staked out a 11 t t le 

farm, t hat be was doing a great deal of fishing. some tradi ng, 

and less l umbe ring. But while bUsiness wa s quiet among the 

five white and fIve Indian families at Wa rd'e LandIng;, it was 

not QU1ettn t he many othe,r porte whioh wer e springing up be­

t ween Bu f falo and Green Bay. The Saletn Facket wasoontinulng 
" 2 _ _ . 

to do a flourishing bU,sinesB and Samuel Ward was t hlnking of 

add ing other boats to bis ooastal business. 

Tbe Eber Warda 11"ed with tbe 'SSlUUel Wards until a new 

home c ould be bull t, a matter which was attended to without 

delay. A rough log oab1a, similar to t be one origlnal1y bull t 

by brother samuel, was oonst ructed and &bel' Ward recollects 

tha t he It soon bull t an add 1 tioD to it which gave two rooms 

to our house". and he adds that all "were .ery oomfortable". 4 

'4. Ibid. 

In that miniature ,settlement on the Point th,ere " as little 

0&11 for the services of lil'>er Ward. Farm1ng had never b een to 

his liking and sa iling w1 th brother samuel wae equally distastefUl. 
I 

hen word oame to Yankee Point that John Wilson was ,building & 

• " : •••• ". : .. ; . .f .. ~.-: ," "" {;~". ~., 
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sawmill twelve miles bel_ Fort Gr atiot, which was a few miles 

north of Port Huron, Eber Wa.rd was r eady to apply for t he j ob. 

Young Eber had now reached t he age ,of ten and so was ready» in 

tlie oode of t hat da.y , to ta.ke hls place with the men. He would 

go wi th his father to work on the new mlll. In a small open 

boat Eber Ward and his son set out for Fort Gratiot , taking 

with them 

5. Ibid 

n ••• food , bedding and a jug of whiskey, 
and a mat made of bullrushes fo r a. roof 
to the shanty. We had plenty of food 
~nd would have been cOll-f ortable but 

for the gnats ; they were lntolel'a.ble. 1t 5 

Eber Ward worked at the Wilaon sawmill during · the summer 

oflSaa. None of the oonvenienoes of OiVil i zation were to be 

found in the wilds of Miohigan yet this pl oneer relates that 

they were Avery oomfortable". Li ttle Eber, taking his place 

by the slde of his fa t her . was beooming hardened., was llkewise 

beooming aooustomed to the oountry in whioh one da,y he was to , 

beoome, 80 i mpOrtant a figure. 

Jmt all did not .go well for young Ebel'. During the hot 

summer t while he was helping h1s father bu1ld a da.l!1 f9r the 
, , 

lleon sawmill, he was strlclcen with t he dr eaded malaria. It 

became necessary to t a.ke him to Yankee polnt without ·ldelay and 
I 

Eber Ward at temDted to hire t wo India.ns .nho were .orki~~g for 
, 1\\ • 

him to paddle the aUlng youngster down stream dUrl~ \\t~ night. 

But the Indians. Quperstl tious as always, refused ,to,,' e'i;ftb~. k on 
I \' 

the t r ip, during the night and the siok lad "lay &1"1 ,ii1~tn 

the ground in burning fever lt • . \ 

\ f, 

\ 
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The ha.rdshlps whioh the Warda were enduring With 10 l1ttle 

oompla1nt ln the w11.derne,8s ot M10higan were no ditferent trom 

those whloh had to be end.ured by looree of early ploneers. They 

were the tlrst in the new territo1'1, they had to hew the way, 

they had to prepare the ground eo that those who were to toll ow 

would find Yankee Pol.nt and the surrounding dist1'1ot more inn tlng. 

Detr01t, at thie time, wal a thriving village ot80me 

two thouland inhab1tants. Samuel Ward on hleSalem Packet 
; 

tound the port an exoellent tradi.~ oenter. Here he leoured 

the orude too1811 the grooerlee_ and the dr;r gOOds whloh the 

ploneer 8ettlers required, and oarrled them to hll .. e.rehouaes, 

which were by th1e time looated at many pOints along the shore .•. 

SettleI'I on the lakes north ot ~ankee Point were entirely 

dependent upon Samuel Ward tor thelr luppliel. For the gr1nd­

i .ng ot thelr oorn and ot the·lr wheat the lettlere along the 

St. 01a1r were toroed to make a twentY-mlle haul to Mt. Olemen8, 

And. in the wllde",ess. varlety was not to be to.und on the menu 

ot the pioneer, The 41et wae rather simple a8 i8 indioated by 

E'ber War-d-. statement that 

'We had plenty to eat ot wild meat, 
and we used hulled oorn instead ot 
bread until we got ttred ot 1t.' e 

6. Quimby Papers, Letter from Eber Ward t .O Emily, June 16, 1823. 

Ju.t how the dlet wal ohanged atter they 'got tired ott hulled 

oorn 1. not related. 

Wlthin a tew years, Ward's landing. had attraoted enough new 

resldent. to merlt 1ts third name change. ror the next twenty-

.·.'·';·.: ... : .... ch·· ""{'~". ~.' 
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five yoa rs it was to 'be known a.s Newpol"t,though th~ W~rd alan 

oontinued to dominat e life in the li t t le village" SaJ.l!Uel 

Ward was expanding his shipping bu,siness. The:run from Gr een 

Bay in Wisoonsin to Buffalo in New York was b ecoming more 

strenuous from year to year beoau se of the many neti oommuni t ies 

wbich were springing up along 'the route. As the pi oneer shipper 

had foreseen~ t ne increase in bUs i.ness soon '1"6q\\lred additional 

shipping 1:'80111 ties. Newport was i deally 91 tUa.ted f or the 

oonstruction of l ake boats', and Samuel Ward prooeeded to build 

dry docks ~here , the keels of future ships oould be l a id. 

For years Samuel Ward had heard rumors that a oanal was 

to be bullt connecting the Atlantio with the (';reat Lake8. He 

watohed the progress whioh was being made on the Erie oanal, 

and determined t hat he would be r eady to use tha t canal as soon 

as it wae oompleted. The wheat from the West, figured t his 

shrewd shipper, could be oa.rr i ed by way of the canal .to Ne' 

York 01 tyand ,on the retum voyage I the boata oOUld bring 

manufaotured a.rtioles from the i!:ast~ Beoause he believed tha.t 

a prof! t able trade was possible, be proceeded to bulld a. ship 

whioh was to be adapted espeoially to the oanal traffio. 

Modeled like a oanal boat. 191 th full ends and a. rudder 

hung over the stern, the 8S.2la1r 01 twenty_eight tons, was 

l aunohed at Newport in l824,in ample time to be in readiness 

when t he Erie oanal Op ened. The s ails had been spun and woven 

by it Aunt Betsy". samuel Ward's good. wife, and the masts and 

rigging were so ar ranged that they oould be taken down wh1le 

the boat wa.s bei.ng towed through the canal. When announoement 

that the Erie would soon be open to traffic was reoeived at 

" ~'. ';", '. 3.,..: . .f:!", .;. ""[~ ,~ .. ; ~" 
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NeWport, the St. Ola.1r was prepared to sall. 
t 

But · Samuel Werd ha4 no thought ot .8.111ng his boat thrtugh 

the oanal w1 thout a oargo. Taklng Eber Brook Ward~ who was 

now thlrteen, along a s h1 a oab! n boy, Samuel W~rd as11ed the 

S~, 01a1.r to Green Bay and ~here loaded up with e. cargo of 

potash, fure and gun stocke. 'fbil having been done" amld the 

oheera and well wlahes ot the lnhabitants, he oleared for N'ew 

Tork 01ty. ~e trip to Buffalo was uneventful. When thatpolnt 

wa s reached, the mast~ were t aken down and the two h?raea whloh 

t he proud 8h1p-own~r had brought from Miohigan tor thls purpose, 

were plaoecJ, on th. tow path.. It was found that Samuel Ward 

had bullt well. The st, Olalr was towed through the oans1 
; 

wlthout Mishap_ .Onoe at the eastern termlnus, the masts were 

reset and the St.01alr sailed proudly down the Hudson to New 

Xork, the flr.st shlp trom the lake's to oomplete the trip to 

the seabeardmetropo11s. 

Because hie "&.8 ,the first lake boa t through the oana1, 

Samuel Ward belleved that the oanal authoritles would meet 

hlm w1 t11 a guDaelute and would permit h1m to pass through 

the waterway without the payment of toll. But the practioal 

canal authorl tlee had other 1dea.. The lmprovement had run 

1nto hlgh f1gures and tbe ored1tors had been a.sued thatthel!" 

iny-estment W&S lafe beoause tolls would soon PD.y tor the bulld­

l ng ot the, 'Blg Dltoh·. I hey saw nothlng romantlc about tl1e 

8t. 91&11"·· strip trom Green Sa)". She wa. 11mply the tirlt 

Te8sel upon which they oould l.eyY thelr toll. 

While hiaprlde may haye been hurt, Samuel Ward had 

11 ttle of whloh to oompla1n.. He sold his Green Bay oargo in 

".'.~, .. ~. :,.:·)·l,":'" '''?'';':'', ~" 
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New York at a nea t profit. loaded his vessel ' wi th eastern 

erohandizc and wi th salt. and s ailed back to t he West. The 

se.1 t c argo was muoh like oarrying ooa1s to 14ewcastle ,f or at a 

l a ter d a.te his cabin boy l'lephaw was to sta rt :t.4ichigan upon the 

way t o b ecoming the l a.rgest salt producer in Amedoa. But in 

1835 salt was a prof itable ca rgo to c.a1'1'y west,Yard. ' Samuel 

ard clear ed 5. fiet p rofit of s1x t housand 'dollars on hi s venture 

and determined to oontinue · the sailings as long as the St. Olalr 

oould u l .thstand the buff eting of the l akes, Hi s earnings w~re 

ad e on a sohedule whioh oharged fif t een dolla.rs for passengers 

and five dollars per barrel for bulk freight. 7 

7. Wi ll i am L. Banoroft, OJ).01t, '. 339. 

ut Sannel Ward "as not depending entirely upon the 

t hrough traff i c fO+'1S t rade . His shlps--the AlbatrgsB of t wenty 

tons and t be Mar§1:l!ll. ~of seventy-thr ee tons had now b een 

added t o the fieet- stopped a t the many little settlements 

whioh p i oneers wer e building along the shores of Lalce Erie, Lake 

Hur'On and La.1{e Mic: hl aan.. The only oontact which t hese set t le-

moot s h ith A other end with t he East was by way of the 

lakes and t he Ward l ine was soon depended upon for all t r ade.· 

Honey was soa.rce in these wes t e rn oonuru.nltles ;but ' Samuel Ward 

8 pe f'feotly willing to bartet. , Hia oa.ptaina traded p r oduo ts 

from the East for the f arm pl'oduce .'of the We8't and in t hat 

t ,rade Samuel liard in bis Newport home found riohes. 

!bar a rook Ward, a mere ch11(1 as .age 1s f igrire,d tOday but 
, I i 

already on his own in 1825,. was l~a.rnlng 'about sh~pB and about 

. ,:. ,;·,~:"-t ~ 'i 
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bUGlnees wb"le be MteQ.as cabin boy on his uncle"s boats, He 

came t o know t he western country and to love 1 t, The knowledge 

'hieh he acquired du~1ng these years ~B to prove valuable at 

a. later pe:r1od when be was ready to lwnoh upon h1s ma.ny 

entern r i ses. 

The eduoation of his :four ohil dren, Bally and Abbie had 

now been brought to Newport. oonoerned Eber Ward greatly'. He 

came fl'ol1! t hat New England stock that was acoustomed to Open 

schools wherever a new residence was e s tablished. But ther e 

wer e t oo fe-ohildren among the dozen families at 11e?'port to 

\ permit of the establishing of a school. So "Aunt Emily" t aught 

the two little girls wha t she could while her brother.Eber. 

oonttnUed to do a man"s tvork on his uncle's boets. 

Life wa.s not ea.sy on the st, Olai.r flats in the twenties. 

hile the 'OOpUlat1on of Newport was small , many tra.velers mAde 

5. t a stopping pl ace, for the r1 vel' was the roadway a.long whieh 

a.ll traffic from ,the Nor th pa.ssed. FOr Samuel Ward t hi s traf:!io 

meant additional business. b\lt for "Aunt Emily" , rearing t he 

l i t t l e f amily, it often meant trouble.. Especially dangerous~or 

at l ea st annoying was K1ohkawko, chlefo:! the saginaw Ohippewa.a. 

who had been in al11ance with the British In 1812 and who had 

led the Indian to~e8 1n the distressing oapture of the fort 

at Detroit. He "as reoogni zed as the leading aolleoto;r ot 

scalps a t the River Raisln massacre, and althOUgh he 'had signed 

the t r ea.t y with Governor cass tr~n8ferr",ng the lanas ar ound 

Detroit to the United s t atea,,/he! had never beoome tr~endly 
, , 

wi th the Americana. It was his l~la1m that tbe ~r~~y had been 
. , 

eecur~d b y :t rand. the. t he had : s "gned 1. t wht1 e unde,~': the influeno e 
I ! 

(i 
''; 
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of t he wM. t .c man ' S whi okey •. 

·60 Klsbk.awko :remained the t er ror of the St~ Cl l'l.i r fiats, 

.e stole whatever be wanted from wherever it happened to be. 

rhe wbi t e man 's law, be a;;.10.. was not hie lam~ CnA' tiay he 

a.r rived a t the Ward home at a time when only Sall y.; still a. 

ohS-l d. was 1n thel hou se, The Chief wanted whi skeY,but ... says 

Eber !''1ard 

it\'ie had nonft and he went to the barl'el 
·of Ylnegar , turned the faucet ?..nd left 
t he vinega r running , took sotAe bread 
and , as he and his guard were leaving 
the house., X1s'bkawko took' bts r ifle 
rod and whi pped Sally severely.''' a 

8. St ewart MS. See also George B. Oatlln , 2D,sl~" a78 

SUch aotlons on the part of t he old ohief were oommon,but 

t he handful of sett lers could do 11 tUe about , it tor ; as Eber 

Ward s ays " n'hea,lways had a bOdyguard of despe rate' l~oklng 

tndians" .. Four years later Ki shka17ko c ame to an fnglor1ous 

end. In a drunken brawl he killed one of his fellow tribesmen . . 

and . upon oomi ng to Detroit with h1(fst111 bloody ha.tchet. he 

was captured. tried, and sentenoed to death. Ratherl than 

suffer death b y hanging t he old ohiei took pol son. 

Ol ai. l' flat s wer e more peaceful afte r , tba.t. 

The St. , 

But t he K1shkawko inoident t~oubled I i.ber Wa.l'd'.\ Ne~ort .. 

he dec ided. was not yet saf e f or his family. Not 'on~y. were 
, , . ' , \ 

t he re dangera,but there wer e ,no eduoa.tiona l faol1itl~,,~ So 

the ohUdren were sent back to New ?~alell, w.1ch had 'igr~~~ oon ... 
, 1 

slderabl y and whiOh was now known ala Conneaut , Ohio,, ;") ~~ o.pn-
, I 'I 

neaut, Emily was able to seoure empl~yment 1n the ' ~q~~~bOl~ of 

1, 

i' 
~~', :;: . .f, ! .... " "{:"" ,~., 
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Jonathan. SCott .. tl. ma.n o r ed.!. t ed with poss es s i ng conside r ab le 

eduoa tion for tha t day. P,a r t of the arrangements of employment 

proVid tha. t l.!l' • ott w~.s to give 1.'m11y ins tructions in the 

rudiments of English. h1>61' t7ard t hougbt t his c::m excel lent 

opportuni ty f or w ily) with \,iila t sl'l6 lea r ned f rom her noYl 

employer,. would be ahle 'Go i nst:ruo t her two younger- si sters. 

Her f a ther we.o vi t ally concernoo that Eti111y malte a good L 

prossion in the Scott housebold as 1s evidenced by a let teI' he 

wrote to bis daughter on February a ,1829 i r eading 

- ---_.-

"Your 91 t uation l think to be a good 
one and as 141'. SCot·t is no doubt 
fri endly to you I have no doubt you 
will oonduot yourself witb the up ... . 
rightness and i ndustry by whi Oh you 
... ",uld wis.h to dist1ngu1:;h and whioh 
will insure you the oonf i dence Of 
your acqua.intance. I am pleased 
t hat you have an oppo~tuns.ty to 1m­
proye yourself .in the science of 
grammar and t hat Mr. Scott 1s kind 
enough t o instruct you." 9 

9. QUimby Papers. 

\ . 

So Emi l y worked for Mr. Scott. 1 uq, roved ber,se).f ~d , 

cared for her t wo younger sisters. She was a busy ~oung'~ l ady . . 
. " \. . 

who, a s a p10neer in a new country, shirked none of t the 

responaibilities". It waG in t his frontie r eXl stenQ~ J in whi ch 
• • 1 : 

, '. I \ 

at an ea rly age each youngster was forc ed to mee't ith.~pl:oble~S 
1;1 

of adul tbood,. tha t the cha raoter of "Aunt Emil," was ~ 1~ldecU . 14 
It was here tha t she· acquired those traits whioh wer~l{\ t'b endear 

i , ~ \ 

. her to young and old in after ye~s. traits whtoh ~~tr her 

to function as a balance wheel fo~ her energetiO brotb~~ in hie 
, \ 

l a ter business enterprises ... 

, '::"'>:;:')-)'''.''i. 
.1 
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As · for tha t b rother, pl aylnF.! t he Dart of a mall on hi s 

Uncl e ' s boats , t here was to be no forma.l school i ng f or hi m. 

Hi s school room w,a s t he doole of a 0:111 poat and the shore line 

of t he Gr ea t J.altes f hi s t eachers the pi oneer Iiro Dng1::u-ldOl's , 

t he FI'f..noh and t he Ind i ans 1ifho l ined t hose shores . Of boolt 

knowl edge Eber 3 rook Wa:rd had 1:1 ttle d e Sl) i te the f ic t t hat 

hi s fa t her r el a t9s t hat he oo11eo t ed II quS .. te a l arge libl"s:fY 

of hi s t orical ond so i enU f io works and pl enty of. ne 

10. St ewart MS. 

From the s e, o ::npled p i th Suntl lnf o rm3.tion a s b i o father could 

give h i m, t he you t hfUl EneI' r;ai n e<l his kno\,fl edge of the great 

c ()unt:r:'y whic b la.y t o t he ea s t . Bu t t hat . East never pl ayed an 

i mpo:tant part in hi s l i f e. I t \Va S t he Middl e West ; hi s Mi ddle 

We s t , t o '.'Jhi ch he 8.1wl).Ys r emai ned devoted. Here. i n his va-at 

school room he f ound oppor tuu1 ty and beci!ause t he Mi 'dle We st 

was good to him, he oa~e t o bel ieve t~.t i t would be t he 9 & 18 

for al l ot hers. There mi ght be n grea t count r y t o t he east of 

Buf fal o, an even gr eater wor l d beyond , but t he Un! t ed St a,t ee 

would one day find in t he Mi ddl e West t he resources that ~ou1d 

make her t he moat powerful oount;:.;! in t he \";/or l d. Ebe ;r Brook 

Ward bel i eved t hi s 1mplic1 tly. He l"1Quld apend hi s Ii,flie t o 

make i t come t rue. 
lP', 

I '~ 
I it \\ .. 

. . :', ~ :;:·,orh·; .:;,{~~:.;,., 
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Ohapter IV 

A BOY COMES OF AGE 

The WardS were pionee.rs of the Great La.kes region but 

unlike ot her pioneers of t hat day , they wer e not f armers. SUch 

f arming as had to be done in order to subsist,. Samuel and Eber 

were willing to do,but if they could purchase thei r produce 1t 

served t heir purpose better. Eber Ward was content to work for 

those other ne~omers who were building the new oountry. He 

fol l owed his br ot he r trom one plaoe to anothe:r, but it was only 

on very rare occasions that he worked for him. 

Samuel Ward, on the othp. r hand, objected not only to farm­

ing but objeoted, likewise, to worklng for others. He was an 

individualist in every sense of tbe word. He would build his 

o'f,n empire, would let others work for him. Here in the Ui ddle 

West, be felt; wa.s ample opportunity beckoning to all, waIting 

tor virile men to make their mark. And already be .had proved 

to himself the soundness of his i deas. Already he was a rioh 

man at the time his nephew was aoting as a cabin boy on one 

Of his shi ps. He had the f inest home on the Great Lakes, well 

stocked storeJlouses along the shore, a fine fleet of sailing 

vessels. Samuel Ward wanted no more. As soon as the·re would 

be somebody to whom he oould turn over the thriving busines8 

he would t etlre and live, a life of oontentment in Newport. 

His greatest regret was that his marr iage with Elizabeth 

, _ 38 -
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Lamberton had not b een blessed with a son who could oarry on 

his work. There had been a son, but he proved not f 1 t t ed f or 

the rigors of f rontier life, a. sickly l ad who di ed a t an early 

age. Other children there wer e none,but Samuel and Eli zabeth 

Ward attempt ed to fi l l t he void by adopting Mary MC~een, a 

11 t tle orphan girl whose f a ther hed worked for Samuel on one 

of hi s boa t.. Mary, who became t a r better lqJown a s Poll y 1n 

years to come, grew up in the Samuel Ward househol d in Newport 

her e she saw much of the young Eber Brock Ward, 

In this nephew, 8amuel ~ard saw the boy whom he had desir ed 

for his own SOD. He had never thought highly of t he busines s 

acumen and enterpr1 se of hi s b rother, but for hi s b rother's 

boy he had nothing but praise. He thrilled as he noted t he 

manner in whioh the youthful Eber took to tbe work on t he, boats. 

He noted the shrewdness which the boy d i spl ayed, noted how 

readily he was accept ed by all w1th whom he c ame in contact. 

And t he Uncle hoped that the day would oo~ when he could 

ent rust hi s growing business enterpri ses to his nephew~ 

ThOse bus ines s enterprises " !3l'e reaching no mean proportions. 

The old Salem f ackei, the Alb~tros. an~ the lla r shall Ji!.l were 

doing a profitable bUs iness on their. ooast al trips. t he voyage 

on the Walk-in-the-Water in leal had not convinoed Samuel Ward 

of the advantages of s team navlgation~ He wa s willing to ooncede 

tha.t thesteame.rmade better t1me, but he knew that stea.mers 

oost IDOre to buil d, were more expens1veto opera te", So he- re­

mained fai t hful to his schooners even after add1t1onal steamers 

had made their appea r ance on the l akes, Perhaps his schooner s 

.·~':\~::':;-.I-h'L ~; .... - .. 
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wereslowel' but tha.t was of 11 ~tle importanoe. Time meant 

11 ttle1.n t ,hat frontie r oountry,. While t he owner s of the steam:.. 

ers were losing money. San1Il.el Ward continued to add t o h1s 

reElervee. 

'Two ship building yarde had beenoonst ruoted on the St. 

C.l al:r Fl a t s and bere a large n\UDbe r of river boats t hat were 

used for the Detroi.t t rade t were oons t ruoted, Here, too . 

samuel wa.rd bu.tl t two add! tional sO'hooners which were to be in 

readines s by the time Eber Brook Ward reached his major1 ty. The 

t1~le hoped that h1s n epbeW would then b e r eady to t ake oommand 

of one of these. new boats. It was in 1832 that the Q't~abetb 

!.!m,. named after Samuel"s goodwife .. " was plaoed in se,r vloe and , 
. -

early in the following year • . the General H!1';rlsgn was l aunohed. 

The E11za:t?e$1l nard was a flne shlpof s1xty ... ftve tons. wh11e 

the qellerW,-, tial' i1.aS?J! was a one hundred and fift een ton oraft .• 

Both were splendid sa. iling vessels, the pt1de of 'all lake sallorl, 

but the steamboat owners were oer t a in t hat Samuel Ward had erred 

lnnot bulld1ngsteamers. The soho~ers ,the'y s aid. ~ere t hrougb 

on the la.kes. 

Two di s t an t : ela tlves whom Samuel Ward had lUred to New. 

po~t were r e $pODstble for the construction of all .of the !lIa.rd 

boats. Jacob L. Wolverwn, a sonot"Aunt .Betsy's" sister, wae 

the supe r intendent of oonstruction and 1n tha t oapacity it was 

his t ask to design the newvessele. It is a ored1t t o his 

workmanship tha t not one of the boats developed any struotural 

failure.. All liare seaworthy and all oontinued lnserviee long 

enough to ea~ a. handsome profit for t ,helr Newport owner. Marine 

. \,; .•.• -:.:-::,1-)'>;.;: ., ''I, '_ ~., .. ,,' 
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men were agreed that t he vessel, were f a,!' in ad~vanoe of whet 

had appea red on t he lakes up to that period a.nd other designers 

were not slott' in copying t he wor thy features. 

B. F. OWen , who had married Abbie, younges t daughter of 

e1' Ward , ~as t he engineer in oha r ge of maohinery Bnd it is 

or t hy of note t hat one of his l ater boats, the Nortb Star, 
", "r ---.... 

held the r ecord for t he run f r om the Sault to Oleveland . 1 

L. Will iam L. Banoroft, ~ oit., 346. 

The Samuel Ward shi p ya rds at Newport had little d1f f ioulty 

in securln2 0 enters to wort on the boa.ts and 1n time a. 

con9i derable numb er of new homes made t hei r appearanoe in the 

little village on the st. Cl a ir. The ship builders l' calved 

one dol lar and a halt for a days work. one hal~ of t his amount 

was t o 'be pai d in goods t aken from the Ward \vEu'ehouses , while 

t he other half was in the tom of notes, payable wi t hin s i x 

m:>n ths. Currency was sca rce -in that f rontier oommuni ty and 

by this ingenious pl an Samel Ward f ound it entirely feasible 

to oa.rry on hie bu siness a t l~ewport with .& minimum amount of 

hard money. The workers took f lour 'and port shoes and 

olot hing from the Wa.rd wa.rehouse, an,d were uauaUy "obliged to 

get good 0 before any oash was due" eo that the notes were redeemed 

in merchandi se r a.t her than in oash. 

2. Rev. Thompson in Marine City Re~oiter , November 18,1881. 

·-U.e t his soheme enabled' Samel Ward to oar ry on his 

Nem>ort enterprises with a small amount of ourr ency and at 

the same time show a profit. there was little complaint. Young 

".\ ~"i~ ~:"·h·; "'~;:r;:', ~.: 
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Eberts unole was known f or bis sc rupulous hone·sty up and dOi11l 

the l akes.. He was r eoognized as a careful . indu s t r i ous bUeines8 

man and those whom he empl oyed came to be leader s in t he new 

communi ties. Rev. Thol'lpson points out t hat 

3. I bid -

"Oapt ain sam \18.8 the ki ng of this com­
munity. He was the arbite r of all 
di sputes.. So long as be could oont r ol 
business was quite decent; but he could 
not, nor would he allow anyone else to 
rai se above dependency upon himself if 
he c auld hel p it; yet, nottd thstand lng 
this, he _as ,s001al l y very ~greeable 
and always mad e f l"iende of those hfo) wished 
to defeat. " 3 

I t was not d1fficult for Samuel War d to make friends with 

t hose he met. It i s r el at ed that he "seemed to magne t 1ze 

ever ybOdy" with hi s spirit, t hat he s eemed 'to "inculcate them 

with an insatiable desire to make money". He was the outstanding 

man of the new M1chigan country" ,he was the pioneer builder 

who l a i d t he f oundations upon which muoh of the economy of t he 

Great Lakes r egion was to be bullt. 

In such an atmosphere the youthful Eber Brook Ward flourished. 

He idolized h1sUl:1oie for he saw in him everything t hat he wanted 

to be. Here he l earned t he value of hard work. t he i mport anoe 

of t hri f t. He learned, too ,. 01 business, . .of business on the 

Great Lakes which were one day to become such imp.or tant avenues 

of o.ommeroe.. And beoause he l ea m ed so well, he pl ea.sed h~s 

uncle. Here ,sa ld Samuel Ward,was a worthy sucoessor. .one who 

could oa.rry on the .work of building the great frontier; one 

who would be a leader of men in this new oountry, Samuel Wa rd 

was a shrewd judge of me~. 

",':", ~·~;:-~·l."";·; "'{',..:'." ~.' 
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So it oame to pass that when Eber Ward r~aohed his 

twenty_firs t birthday he was named oaptain of the GGeF$~j 

Harrison. the finest sohooner then p~Ylng the waters of the 

Great Lakes. Hi s seven years before the mast of his unolets 

boats had !!lade of him a full.fledged sailor who m.ew how to 

handle a vessel in any kind of weather. and who knew, likewise, 

how to ha.ndle the business at the many ports of oall. Be had 

oome up the hard way, had received no speoial consideration froJll 

Samuel Ward beoause that stern boat oaptain knew full well t hat 

any favo l'·s shown to the tL . ould be r esented by t he otber 

members of the orew.. How this young man, who now held oommand 

of the General Haq;rlsoni appeared at the time ' is told by the 

ohronioler Banoroft. a oontemporary. He met the newly appointed 

offioer shortly after he assumed obarge and he desoribes him as 

being 

" " •• rather unprepossessing .!n appear. 
ence, hardly of the average sta.wte, 
with a oold. blue eye, ruddy faDe. and 
what 1s known as an "lron 3aw' ,betokening 
a f irmness of purpose tl't.At oharacterized 
bi s 11fe. He affected a 11.ttle of the 
satlor swagger." 4 

(L ~ • -t~" ................ ~, ..... 4+' ., 

4. Wlll1a.aa L. Bano.1"oi't, 1m, • .£ll.. .339 

The oold blue eye and iron jaw were to beoome well known 

throughout the Great Lakes region~f'or this young 'man who .aa 

deemed by Banoroft as "all together more fit than his Unole to 

go down to the see. in shipe" was to extend his influenoe far 

beyond the, shoreline. 

As a sailor mbar Ward SQon proved himself. His. prowesa. 

became 1 egend up and down the lakes. He oould t ake bi. 

vessel through any gale.- ' The samuel Ward enterp:r1s •• 
. -': ... ", :';':-)-'1. ~ ." ... '{ ...... 
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:were safe in hi B hand s" It was in 1835 that ona of the worst 

storms Of all times swept over the lakes. It was one of those 

llovember otorms t hat inland la.kes sailore bave oome t o know eO 

"'ell QIld to fear eO thoroughly. Oaptain Eber BrOOk Ward was 

tak i ng his General Har r Ison f r ofj Mackinac to Detroit when the 

s torm broke" These.l1s wer e reefed and eve:ty effort was made 

to keep t he hoat on ito oourse" But the wind vas too ~t rong 

and· Capt a in Ward soon realized tha t he nould have to c hange 

hi s tactios or loee his shi p. By olever sailing he man~ed 

to he tho vessel toward shore and was finally able to cast 

anahor under the big111ands of Sauble. A l12n was lost overboard 

during the blow, but tho passenger s a.."ld the ship were saved. 

Schoolcraft. who was a. passengor during that t rip, relateo 

t hat he 

" .... t hought that our poor lit t le craft 
must go to the bottom, but o~lng to 
the skill of the mariner (Oapt a i n Ward) 
we eventually t r iumphed. Captain Ward 
never falte l'cd in the darkes t exlgenoy. 
For a day and a. night he struggled 
against the elemente, and f inall y en .. 
t ered the Straits at Fort Gratiot. and 
he o :rough.t us s?i'ely into t he port of 
our destlnatton. w 5 

5. J. H. Beel's. History of ~he Great Lakes, 1,620. 

Samuel Ward had. not misjudged his nephew. The finest 

sohooner on the Great Lake. was in the hands of an able mariner. 

l{oreand more Oapta in Ward was entrusted -.1 th the details of 

his uncle ' s buslne8s~ Samuel Ward had accumulated as muoh 

ealth as he desired. He wished to ret1re. He was testing bie 

nepl;lew to asoertain whether he could 'c a rry the burden" He 

did not f ind Oapt ain Ward wanting. 

".":"-~ ~:):!'''.'.:: "'~''''::' , ~.: 
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Lake s t eamers were making steady inroads upon the bUsiness 

01' t he GL'eat Lakes and while Capta in m>er Ward was proud of his 

:r1ne schooner, be neve r theless eyed with envy the s t eamers a.s 

t hey passed him by,. He knew that those steamer s made fa.etel~ 

t1me, ktle,,, .too, tha t t hey lVere more expens i.ve to build and to 

opera.te. It was hie ball·ef that the lli(1dle West wao being 

settled so rapidly that a fas 'ber boat would prove more pl·of i t able. 

In the old salem P~lE\" t wo trips a. BUllltllel' had been qui t eenough 

t o serve the Jleeds of 'the many little sot t l eman'Gs. A.dd 1 tional 

trips would not warrant the eXpensE) whiOh they incurred. There 

waa , d n those· early days, just so MUoh b a.rte:r1ng t o be done f.'Jld , 

no matter how Many tri ps a. ves sel T4"ght I!1tUc6". business oould not 

be inoreased. Rapldly growing settlement s , on the other hand , 

indi oated morc potantlal bUsiness and Captain Waluargued long 

w:l th M.s unole .• asking him to add steamers t o his fleet. 

The respeot in whi oh samuel Ward hel d hie nephew may be 

gLea.ned from the f ac t t ha.t he gave heed t o the suggest ion end 

oontinued 'the inve stigat ion into the fea.sib l1i ty of steamer o , 

an Investi gation which had at arted with that trip on the Wallt­

l.n-the- Water • 

. For many yea.rs Samuel Ward bad been doing buelnes a w1 th 

Oliver ~Je\gber:rytwl1o had t he l argest warehouse on the l a.kes , 

loc at ed at Detroit. Newber ry had (j,l wayo been interested In 

navigation and was in complete , agreement with 'the ar~ment 

whi oh favored the s teamer over the sailing ves(~el . ~~ f act be 

was so oonvinced of the correotnes s of his posi t10n t hat 11e . 

determined to build a steamer of b1 s own and asked Sa...1Inuel Ward 
• I 

to join him as a partner. The Newpol't shlpping ma.gn,~te agreed 

. -.: .... ~~~:J.!. .: .. "'(~ ... ;". ~.: 
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and. ere long the s t e amer lUchif;an , pronounoali the> l ax'sest ana 

finest steamer on the lake8 , took 'to tbe watex. Propelled b y 

twin walking b.eanl.,low pressure eng ines: , wi til a stroke of seven 

feet t hree in~hes aa.nd c yllnde.rs forty inches in diamet~r. the 

any other boat on the inland wat ers. S 

6. George B. Catl1n. gn.oi~ ., 303 

The venture pl"oVed a. success. CaDtaill 0 1' Brock \;fe,rd 

had been oor r ec t in biu e.nalyaie and Uncle SarLlUel ,resolved t o 

build no ID.orc nalling ves:;els. It would b e ste-~nbo(\t l3 t or him 

r r Olu this pOi n "(j one; f i:lted. d i d ho become ill: th1 ~' l dea 

and so r apidly d i u t r r y it out . t::t.lt 0 1 tbin a fCt1 years he 

oame to be Itnown up and the lakes a s '~Ul1cle Dam , -the s team-

boa t ki ng". And C~pta1n Waxd, bappy in the thought tha t his 

utWl,e he.d fol lowvd his SUg&~estions, t~as ,sux1oual y- awa1 'Uno.: the 

day when be could resign hie job as oapt~1n of a sailing treos~l 

nei ()fl(:l of the s t eamers .. 

Si x yea,ra VIera to el apse hOXo:re t hat ~1ould come 'true. hut 

in the ntime Oaptain T.ber Ward was becoming a man of af fluence , 
a . 

as beco!nillg· intimately ac~nted w1 th every ha rbor on the lakes, 

as atud~l"ing t h \11':10 cl 10 ·~iilentG whioh woro goi ng on in 

t l)e new count1'Y_ He t Ol)k his Genera. BarEl BOD f rom newport to 

the 'th:ti vine village ·0:£ Chic ago, to the sault , to De tro1 t t to 

Clevel and, end as f ar east as 13uf alo. vezywhere he became mown 
:IDa r ospected; everywhere he ;round 1 t easy to do buad,ness. On 

one of those t l'!pS he took Ili!\" fine boat to Bois ~lano Isl and 
I 

. her e hi s fathel' .~s now the lighthouse keeper and w~rc hi'" 

sister Emi l y was do1ng the \Jork Of a, man as h i s a.ssistant. During 

'~~'~"."-) " 
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the w1nter* F.m:1.1y took si ok and b~d to \:>e mOved to '" l nao . 

Oant a tn EDel' Ward , a.l ways the dutiful eo~ , le~t the bri d.ge of 

hi e ship to a i d hi e f a ther on th€ i sland. I t was not all easy 

matter for him to leave the wateT~aye he loved so well ,but ?bel' 

Br ock t"lard ,·;ra.e alway~ one who placed fh' s 'll t h i ngs f i rst. Of lif e 

on t he isl and during that period, he r~lates : 

I'CUr mall's ~Je:re regul a;r f once a month
l 

' 
thanks t o Uncle Samuel 8 boats. Dur , ng 
the w1nter we bad t o get our wo01 p~rosa 
t he ice on sledges wi th dogs. Fa the r had 
r a.i sed all of the pot atoe s we needed Md 
even h ad some l ef t for market. About a hundred 
b arrels of · :f i sh were oaught eacb year orf t he 
island .. " 7 

7. l,ulmb y Panel's 

Captain ~'e a.au!] Ward learned that l i ghthouse keeping 

as as dangerous as oommanding a ship. He learned t hat men 

made sac r i f ioes to keep the beaoons, which guided him from port 

to port, burning. He leam ed of the time t hat hi.a father had 

gone to 'klnao and because of a storm had failed to return, 

l eavi ng Emily alone t o t end the l ights. High waves lashed 

about t he f oot of tbe l ighthouse gradually undermining the 

f oundations. Anxiously Emily watohed the storm and when she 

notloed open sewps appearing in the stone work ahe knew that 

danger was imminent and t hat the time to ac t ' had coma. She f eared 

that t he entire struoture woul doolla.pse and. becau se she was 

the s i s t er of a seaJarlng brothel', ahe knew that the light s 

would have to b e saved. Perhaps her own brothel', walking the, 
I 

bri dge of his sohooner out th,re on t he l ake, was depending 

upon that light. Despite the fieroe w~~~~ Emily climbed the 
, )f':f~;:" 

. i'';'" :" • ':.,,'. :.,.·>·r).··'.; 
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ou'tslde spiral 'stairs t o the top of the light tower , removed 

the lamp& and other equipment of Ydlue , ~ld desoended to eet 

the l at1ip a at another vantage point. Sl)ortly after, 90 , they t old 

O'apia i n the t ower toppl ed over, but fortunately fell in 

sucb a manna!' as not to orush the resider!ce . 8 

8. Si l ae F ' :nner . OJ> ,ci.:t .• f 1235 • 

. 
But lighthouse tending _au no t a sk f or the ever- ac tive 

Eber Ward, Assooll: a s Emi ly !'et'tlrned to the ieland , he l"esumed 

c onmand of h i s shi p . Hi s a.r:~a.ngements \'11 tb bis Uoole Samuel 

oalled for 110 salary. Hather '\tas Ca.pta in Ward to receive, n 

ce r t a.in percent age of the pr ofi t e of eac b trip and , since h~ 

as a shrewd ba?gainer, the profits wer e sizeable indeed. In 

thesltlaller settlements cash was still at a p r emium and barter 

continued to be the method for doing bus!nes8, The future 

pathf i nder of I\merioan business l earned nmch in ll'i s t r,adtng 

al ong the shores , l earned much that wae to prove useful at a 

l at el' p€r i od. 

He used to tel l of aome of the old French inhabitants 

bo l oved good. ho rcos end horne r acing. Natural l y, lnany , ' 

hor se l ace there 
. , . 

aul d have t o be stakes in order to ~eke the 
, \ 

oonte sts more exc~~,ing, Since no money for s t akes "~s , a.~llable 

i t wac found thato~t8 me-de a good subst itute end ho,~~~a wel'e 
I ' 
. \', 1 

brought f rom m11cs' iaround tOl'ace for the Oat St~esi" !' Eber 
1 1\ .. fl I \ , \ . -

rd enj oyed ftho£e races , came, to ,lova hor aea, and ,retiil:ned hia 
I \ 1 :-r 
: 1 " • 

i nter$lDt 'l;h.tCi~ghout " ~ts life. II \\ t\ 
I ' ., I.. ! ',I I 

Dur1pg 'his +aY.Qvera in ~ffalo. Oapt ain Ebe~ I~~,~ always 
I I , II. k\' •• 

stayed a t 'the Iianden Hous.e, 'th,en the principal ho'tel t ;~~ t~e town 
( ; I'''' t r.;. \ t 

\ , .. \ ') \ ,I I \ ',1 
,~\ .. /'" .. -~ \ ., ::-.,.. :...·:'O:·h·; . " "< ~"':" . ,. ' 
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He enjoyed hie stays at thi s hostelry because here he always 

met the men of the East, the East f rom which he had come and 1n 

those gat her ings he l ea.rned of' what was going on in the section 

he had onc e ca.l l ·ed home. He l ea.rned of the markets and of the 

opportuni tic s whioh we r e constantly bei ng opened, end be l earned, 

too, of the "iron horses" whiob were a~ready beating a path 

estward and which, it was f oretold, would one day put an end 

to t he ships. Eber Ward beard and wonder ed, f or at t hat time the 

people of the West were not t hinking of "iron horses"; they 

were t h.lnk1ng rather of canals whiob would link the wat erways 

of this middl e country. In OhiO, in Indiana, in Illinois. and 

even in Miohigan and Wi sconsin, oanals were being butl t whioh 

were bringing great .oa rgoes from the inland country to t he 

Great Lakes, cargoes which were providing more freight, greater 

prof1 t s for the General Har r ison. So Oapt a1n Ward sa.t 1n the 

Landen House and ponder ed over wbat he had beard about t he 

"iron borses" wbich were stretching their gl eaming, iron tongues 

eewa.rd. 

In Detroit it was a t "Uncl-e Benlt Woodworth·s Steamboa.t 

Hotel tha t 0apta in Ward would mingle witb t he guests. uUnole 

Benu: was an enoyeloped1& C!f inf ormation, for the massive, genial 

proprietor of the stearnOoat Hotel was the o1:fioial greeter 

of the r apidly grOWing metropolis of Michigan. He was tbe 

universal "Unole" of all who oame to the city. He knew where 

new se + tlements were being developed, knew what bUsines s 

venture s were being contemplated. He was a politioa.l power 1n 

in the town and Eber Ward l earned of politiCs and of many other 

things from him. 

":::"l ~ :;:"·l: ·: .' 'f'_":'-; ~ .. ' 
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It was a t Las1ey's t hat t he lake sailors gat her ed wb.1le 

l aying over a t Maok inao and here the astute Capt ain of the 

General Ha r rison beard s tori es of t he bi g woods, of the loggi ng 

hloh would. one day make all Mi ohigan r ioh. He bear d s tori es, 

t oo, of t he l argest of all inland lakes and how unf ortunat e i t 

as .t hat vessel s oould not navigate t he t reaoherous s t ra i ts of 

the sault. He heard all t his and pondered. He would soma day, 

he vowed, sail upon Lake SUperi or, s t raits or no st r aits. And 

as for t he dense for est8 of whioh men spoke wi t h 90 muoh f eeling , 

t hey would pr ovide t i mb er and p r haps oar go for many a fU ture 

boat . 

But t he s torie·s whioh intrigued hi m mos t Captain Eber Ward 

heard f rom the backwoodsmen gathe red at Capt a1n Arndt' s lOdging 

house at Green Bay. Of vast weal th being di soover ed in t he 

ranges t o t he north, of tron and of cOpper and of gold they 

talked~ Even di amonds wer e to be found in t hi s new El dor ado, 

t his prospector 's drea.m whioh extended al ong t he shore of t hat 

grea t l ake whioh ooul d not be reached b y boat . As he li s tened 

to t hose t ales a t Arndt's,Captai n Ward's deep bl ue eyes glistened. 

He wae a p i oneer in a new country and in a new business. He 

~11d be a pl oneer on t he l ake beyond the Sault. He w~uld f ind 

a way t o bri ng the wealth of t he northland to t he oities and 

vl1lat!e s of the ea.stem l akes . He woulii, i f need be, es t ablish 

i ndus tries whioh would shape t hese r aw mat er i als i nto u seful 

oommodi t i es. Suoh were the dr eams of this twenty-f ive year old 

Capt ain. 

The lack of f ormal eduoat i on proved no hindranoe t o EneI' 

Brook Ward, f or a t t he Landen House, at "Unole Ben" Woodwor t h's , 

.' ,·:-\·,.; .. :,I·t--; ,i 
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at Lasley' 9, and a.t Oap't a in Arndt's he l e arned the t hings he 

needed to know in tha t vast new oountry, learned the foundations 

upon whioh h e was to rear bis future,. l ea rned the ' s hrewdne ss wh1oh' 

was so neoessary in tha t day and whlch was' -to t ake him eo f a r . 

The school house oould not follow the e arly ploneer ,but the 

s t ruggl e f or oxi stenoe equ i pped him well f or 11f e on the frontier. 

Men married at an early age on the at.01ai r Flats. It was 

not dlff loul t to maintain a f amily.. A 11 t tle plol; of ground upon 

which to r ai se a needed orop, a crud e log house , perhap s a oow 

and a. pig, a 't\d life was complete. Not so figured Eber Brook lYard. 

Farming was not fo·r him and he would not marry until h swell 

established in his ohosen profess ion. Romanc e he found in tbe 

sea and on his boa ts. He lmew few girls, and when his Uncle 

Samuel ., a t the time' he made him a Oapt a in, suggested that perhaps 

Eber would want to t ake a Wife, the nephew only laughed. Where 

would he find one and why should he seek one? He was mar ried to 

his General Ha.r r ison. he had time for no one else. FUrther 

sugge stions by Uncle Samuel and ji.bea from the crowd at flUnole 

Ben'S" l eft him oold. He would mar ry, sal d he , when he was in 

command of t he finest steamer on t he l akes" Capt a.in Blake was 

still salling the Michigan, the palatial steamer ' owned , ointly 

by Samuel Ward and Ol tver Newberry. 

It was in 1838 t hat Eber · Brock Ward was able to realize 

his ambition. From his ventures with the General Har r ison 

he had · saved ten thousand dollars, a tidy sum in the thirties. 

1 th tha t sum he ha.d purohased ownership of his boat and with 

the remainder be was. r eady to butld a stee.mer.. Uncle Samuel was 

in egreement;for more and more he was oomi ng to look upon his 

.. : •. : •. · .. ~;>I .l."':. ;. '{ ,"';". ~: 
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nephew a s: a par tner :tather than a.s an employee. fl1xt.een t housand 

dolla rs would be needed to build the s teamer. aronel Ward promised 

to put \Ap one h pl.f of th..at amount if l!.1'>e1' would put up t he other 

hel t . a half which he di d not have. Eber t'lard pxomtsed~ he 

bor:rowed wha t he could and the work of oone t ruction oommenoed . 

In the shi pyards on t he S~ . Ol~ir , The Huron, a hundr ed and fifty 

t Oil ve Gsel, took shape and. t hen! :;v'\!tn as Oap t a i n Ward began to 

feel the sway of the deolt benea.th hie feet, he found t hat be 

would r eqUi re another two t housand dolla r s to oomple t e his share 

of the payments. Uncle SMlUel Wa rd, who was bringing h1e nephew 

up the hard way, r efu sed to extend a loan. Fri ends had already 

gi ven all they oou1d and woul d. For a year The Bursm rema1n~ 

on the ways while lL'ber Ward worked feverishly up 'n hie General 

Harr i sgn to earn the needed money. 

Ono·e the oompletion of the vessel was assur~ , t he sly 

j 1bes of Uncle Samuel. and of hI s many friends began to i mpress 

t he young Oap t a in. The worl d - hi s ~orld - ~ap expeoting h1m 

to ma.rry. So mE'~rry he would, Bu t where to f ·ind a mate? He had 

spent l1t t 1e time ashore, had me t few gil'ls.. The only girl he 

knew intimat ely wa.s Poll y McQueen , orphaned and adopted by Samuel 

and El1zabeth Ward. Polly we.s a ni0e 1i t.tle gi r l , \1e11 liked 

b y al l the ;residents of ~lewport. I t would be a popular ma toh. 

So in the Spring of 1938 Newport en j oyed t he largest and t he 

mos texolting weddi ng t hat littl e town had ever wItne ssed. 

Polly t{oQu een, rea.red by the Samuel Wards, wa s ma rried to the 

energe t10 Cap t a i n Eber Brock Ward. 9 

9. DavId Ward , AutobIography, 145. 
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That marriage was to endure for thi.rty-one years. and wal' 

to cover the period during which Eber Br ock Ward beoame t he 

f orelliost industri al ist and empire 'builder of the r£l ddle West . 

Two girls and fi ve b OYfl issued from t hat ma rr i age , seven 

oh1ldren, five of whom surv'1ved both t heir mo t her anel. t l"e ir 

father, but none of whom had suff icient interest or ingenuity 

to ca rryon the great work wbiOlt the f a.ther had s t arted. 

Captain Ward now est abli shed a lloma in liewport, a home 

which next to that of his Uncle Samuel , Vias the show place of 

the 11 ttle vlllage. And while his Ot.'1l ever increasing bus iness 

sOon to"k him to Detro! t where he bull t a second home» his 

chi ef inter~ et always remained in tha t lit t lc ' St. Clair port 

where he had received his r eal start in lif e . It was tn New-

port tha t he continued his ship building and opera ting a.ctivities, 
• 

first in partnership with his Unele and ulttma telyotl his own. 

Wi th Capt ain Ward commanding from the bridge of The Hgron 

the youthful desires of t his young product of the West\ hpd been 

satisfied. But he was not the type of man to oease hls\ en- . 
, \ 

deavors. He would a l ways establish another goal , not-. t~'o far 
, : 1, 

d i s t ant, but nea r enough to be possible of atta1nment\~,flFough 

! ~~ hard work and . cons t ant effort. Be wished to make 'The •. on 
- , i· 

~e most profitable steamer on Lake Erie, to which Lak~ h e ' 
, ~. , ~'0-

confined her trips, and that he soon realized his desi~~ : is \:;.,,, . 

, ,;.~ 
\, bo;rne out by the fact that, ere long, he< e;arnered' the lucTative 

" \ .',. - "'.'., 

t r ade along the shore. During the period · t hat Samuel Wja,1'f1 had " - , 
been oontent with his sailing vessels , the Lake Steamboat; , 

Associa t ion, with beadquart ers at Erie ,' .bad sec~red ~ ~~~~t)OlY 
j " ~ r 

of the i Lake ErIe trade, had , t tl tact , gained control ':r.{f~ ~h~ 
\'71~ 

" r \-..~ 
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through trade from Buffalo toOhlcago, leaving to the Ward boats 

nly the, local freight. Oaptain ],'bel' Brock Ward on ~ Huron 

soon changed t hat 81 watton. Because he was well liked, because 

all knew him to be a man of his word, because he managed somehow 

to offer lower r a te.; he soon seoured -much of the t hr ough business 

to tbe ohagrin and discomfiture of the Lake St eamboat As socia tion. 

The Aesoc'l a tlon tried to drive hl!1l from the Lake and f a iling in 

this. determined to buy him out. 

ButOapta,ln Ward was notsell1ng hi s dream ship. He was 

willing to dieouBsthe matter with his rivals but there c ')ul d 

be no talk of a sale. He would promlse to take .I.ba. Huron out 

of the through traf fio if .1 t were made worth hie while. Ten 

thousand dollars, figured the astute Captain, would be just 

' about right for takIng 111:8 Huron out of the Chicago-Buffalo run. 

The papers were duly drawn up i properly " ,1 tnessed and signed. 

Oaptaln Ward r eoeived his ten thousand dolla r8 and 1hl Huron, 

acoording to agreement, was t aken off of Lake Erie. 10 

10.0a )ta,ln Jamel McConnel in Cleveland Heta1d "Ootober 4 ,1856. 

The transfer of ,The HUr,on did. not prove the end of thii;1 

matter. libel' Brock Ward had no thought of l eaving the prof i table 

Lalce Erie trade to hls rival. With the ten t housand doll a.rs he 

had reoeived, added to his other savlngs and doubled by Unole 

Samuel. work was started at once on a ship _hleh was to be twiee 

as large a.s The Hur2i1. It was in 1842 that Lake steamship 

Assoclation members were startled to see Oaptain Eber Srook Ward 

oommanding the two hundr f'd and seventy ton Champign on Lake Erie. 

The Oaptain had Ii +tle trc,uble in again winning the through trade 

,. :.>', ~.:,.f!."":. ~ " ''{,':;'''; ~'.' 
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and he ,was now in a better position th?on ever to compete with hie 

rivals. When the Assoc,"a tlon prote st ed vehemently. t he. pudgy 

Capt ain's bl ue eyes twinkled, a.nd he opined tha.t tbe only boat 

mentioned in t he agr eement had b een Tpe !JUron. That boa t had 

been wi thdrawn f rom t he t hr ough trade. The agr eement had been 

kept to the le.tter even as the Warde always kept their promisee. 

As to the Cham 1op; t hat was an entirely dlffe J.'ent matte,.. Of 

course for fifteen thousand doll ,a.re - but the St eamboat Associa.tion 

had had enough of Eber Brock Ward. The fight for tbro~gh traffic 

would continue and the Assoc i a tion hoped tha.t Oaptain Ward would 

soon run his course. 

As tor The HqrOB. that shlp had been wi thdrawn' f~om Lake 

Erie but it was n~t i dle.. Nothing bad b.een s~id in t he agreement 

about Lalee Michigan. Oapt a in Ward secur ed a government cont r80t. 

to oa rry mail froUl New Buffalo to other points on Lake ' Miohigan 

and wi th t his ba.cVog for oovering his expenaes be soon developed 

a ver y prof! t able Lake J<tiohlgan trade. a traffio eo, proft t a.ble ~ha" 

either boats wete added within a short time. 

Wi th suoh evidenoe ot hi s nephew' e bus iness abill ty and 

shreWdneSs, Samuel Ward knew tha t he had not gueased wrong,. knew 

t hat his nepbew would be oapable of carrying on what he had s tarted. 

knew that the Wa rd name would, be high o.n the list ot Great !takes 

ship owners f~r many days to oome. That the neph~ was surpaesing 

the uno).e a.s a businessman was generally agreed a.long t he . l ake 

shore. Aooepted was 1;he statement of a oontemporary when he wrote: 

.... '·,·.~>·.)":'i 

"There cannot be any doubt of t he businese 
sbrewdness of Capt a in sam Ward; but 1 t 
1s just a s evident tha t in this line be 
1s disoounted by his nephew Eber, and he 
woul d not have amassed the wealth he did 

"'{.; ,;. .. ,: ~': 



hed it not be-en for the ste;llng QUalities 
of he who afterwa rds beoame one of M1oh-
igads most prominent 01 tizens. If' 11 
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11. Rev •. Thompson in Marine 01 ty BePQ~le" November l8,18S1. 

samuel Ward had now amassed a. fortuneexoeeding t hr ee lnmd. 

r ed thousand dol l a rs. He saw no reason why he should conti rme 

in business. He was w111ing to turn it all oover to his nephew. 

But Eber Brook Ward would not agree with any such plan. He 

wanted Uncle Samuel, now known as ,the s teomboat king, to con­

tinue as his partner and so insisted. Nevertheless, Samuel Ward 

gr adually wi tbdrew from aot1 va partioipation and the busines s 

was conducted more and ·more by the youthfUl Oaptain. 

The foundations for t he Ward enterprises in ' the Mi ddle 

~est had been l a id. 

.·::~ ":;:"!h'; '."'~'~:', ~.' 
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MSTER OF THE CREA T LAKES 

The building and salling of ships was an 1001 vlduallstic 

enterprise a t the time t hat Samuel Ward went t o Yankee Point 

to build the §.L.. Ol a ir. Lake veasels seldom cost more than 

ten t housand dollars, most of the time cos t less. Construction 

of ships was undertaken by t he owner I'll t b the a l d of such cheap 

help as he could employ in the ploneer settle:nents along the 

water front. hen the new b oat was floated , t he owner,. acting 

as capt ain, would sal1 1 t from port to po.rt and piok up such 

business as was ava1lable. Only very seldom did a man construct 

more t han one salling vessel. Scarcely ever was a ship entrusted 

to any gu1d1ng hand but tha t of the man who had built ano. pa id 

for it. Large oompanies, own1ng l arge fleets, were practically 

unknown even on the Atlantio seaboard, t o say nothing of the 

inland l akes. The corporation, beginn1ng to maltelts appear ance 

in some indu stries, had not :ye.t invaded the shipping bus·iness. 

,.en one i ndividual di d not have the means for the cons t ruction' 

of a ves sel, he would secure as partnere one, or two or even 

three others who , in return for t he i r investments,received 

shares In the earnlngs of t he ship. Al ways one man in t he , group 

was a shi p 's of f icer, was a man who held shares in the boat, 

and it was t his lndividual who would t ake conunand when t he 

vessel was pl aced in se r vice. Under suoh conditions it 18 but 

'.. 57 -
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natural that Oa rl Ruesell Fish says of t he shipping indus try 

of t hat early day: 

"It was a boy and a. young mants oooupation 
with pl enty of IndlvidualopportunltYtt" 1 

------- --------------- ---~--.--.-- - -- - .-~ 

1. A f ins di scus s i on of shi pping in t be Thirties 1a f ound 
1n Carl Russell Flsh, The Common ~, 73 ~t.8eq . 

In keepi ng ~1 th t he cus tom t hen prevalling samuel. Wa.:rd 

fi~anoed all of his sa iling vessels alone. never t06k any 

pa.rtners" was forced ' to shar e profi ts with none. When" t oame 

to t he steamshi p Uich1gan. the , s ituat1on ~aa somewhat dI ffe rent. 

Tha.t vessel would cost more to cons'truot. The st eamer had not 

yet proved itself as a money maker. Samuel Ward was won over 

to steam navigatlon by hls nepbew , Eber, and so , hal f heartedly, 

not e tall certaIn tha t he was doing t he right t hlng, he con­

sent ed to a partnership with Newberry. 

That was the only time Samuel Ward hesitated. The Michigan 

showed e subs t antial profit from the outset and the shipping 

pioneer, urged on by his nephew. thereafter bull t and financed 

all of hi s own vessels, a procedure wlth which the youthful 

Eber was not entirely in accord. Tbe young ma.riner envisioned 

a gigantio fleet of l ake vessels, oovering the entire a rea of 

t he Great Lake,. He knew t hat no one man could :finance so l a rge 

a venture, and 80 he urged a large organization into which many 

would pay money f or the building of additional ships, the 

control to remaln, however. in t he hands of the Warda. The 

plan was new" 80 new' and so sta.rtling t hat samuel Ward cQUld 

not grasp it and for the time being it remained only a dream 

in Eber Brook Ward' B mind. 
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The Hulon, which Oaptain Eber Ward sailed so proudly. h..~ 

cost 816,000 to build, yet under the management of the Wards it 

showed a net profit of $21,210 during tbe six years of its 

operation, and this despite the faot t hat Eber Ward took t he 

boat out of the Lalee Erie traffic because of hie agreement with 

the Steamboat Assooia'tlon.ln 1846 he Bold the steamer fer 

4.000,thus adding to the profit ef the venture. 2 

2. Inf ormation on boa t cos ts and earning's are ta1cen from the 
Lo.g .of the Ward t ine found: in Burton Collection. De troit. 

The Ohampiont built' for the Erie trade 'to r eplace The 

Huron, was oommissioned in 1843 at a oos't of #22,.500, but in one 

year, 1n 1848. she showed net ea rnings of $37~Oal . During the 

seven yea r .s of her navigation und'er the Ward tl:ag t his vessel 

netted a profl t of $79 .168 to, which must be added he'r resale 

value. 

The Ward boats had made Samuel Ward a rioh man and had 

laid the founda tions upon whioh his nephew was to build an empire. 

Profits were pyramidlng, and While Samuel and ~~er Ward stIll 

retained their salling vessels they began to expand rapi dly in 

the steamship business. The energetio young c aptain was always 

finding new trade s our ces for the boats, and 'the Ward Log Book 

indioates that by 1849 a fleet of nine steamers was showing 

net earnings of C123,763 for the year. A year l a ter the Wards 

had an investment of $391.000 in lake vessels upon which t hey 

realized a prof it of $205.590. a profit whioh was boosted to 

240,000 in 1851. SUch earnings were unhea rd of. at that period, 

and since they were in addt tion to ee.rnings accruing f rom ware. 

houses located in many places along the lake, shore, 1 t ean be 
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noted. tha t the Wards were well on t hei ,r way towa rd beooming the 

riohest and the most influential men of the Mi ddle West . 

That muoho! the suooessor the business wae due to the 

~en1u8 of Eber Brock Ward 1s evidenced by the fac t. tha t his 

Unole was withdrawing more and more f r om active partioipation 

1n the enterprise. He was entirely willing to live in oomfort 
~ 

in his b eaftittul Newport home and permit his nephew to e a r r y on 

the business.. That nephew was well qualified for the t a sk , and 

soon it e.ppea red t o the· l ongshoremen along t he l ake front t hat 

everything touched by Oapta.in Eber Ward turned to gold. It 

was not as simple ae that. however. Ebe r Brook Ward's success 

a s to be found in his restless, daring pioneeriD~. He was 

not cont ent to .r emain in a groove. Profits a.l one meant nothing. 

Wea.l th and possible l ei sure held no appeal. He was a builder. 

He was e.er seeking new fields of endea.vor. ever willtng to 

gamble on any likely new venture. 

So 1n 1846 he became interested In the newly discovered 

Lake Superior ml :ne fielda. He Vias among the firs t to realize that 

sault ste. Marie was , one daYt to become a highly i mportant 

trad1ngcente1". \Vhen that time came he would be ready. At 

Newport he b~l1t the Detroit, a vesBel of three l'rutldred and sixty 

tons and oosting $30;000, the l a rgest sum yet expended by the 

a.rds on anyone boat. The Detroit was to oare for the Sault 

trade, was, ' in . tact, assigned to tha t trade before there was 

any suoh trade. Yet so oertain was Eber Ward that vast shipping 

facil i ties would. be required to oarry the ore from this new 

oountry to the furnaces of the East t hat he wa s finally able to 

sell the idea of giant organization to his unole. The Ward Lake 

.. :.>', .:;: . ~ -'!.".: ' I· ...... 
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Sllpertor Line .. with the De t l'91t the flag ship of · the new venture, 

was organized I the first shipping corporation on the Great 

Lakes. 3 

3. Oapt. James Y~Oonnel 1n Cleveland He~atq, October 4,1856. 

The new steamship line grew r~id1YJ for even as samuel 

\Vard hpA bull t the n .pla&, to be ready f or the opening of the 

Erie oanal. so his nephetlf t,es n(l'!f building steamero to be ready 

for the Lake SUperlor traff I0 wh10h be foresaw. Tbe Ward Lake 

SUperIor Line was Big Business t the first big business enterprise 

In Great Lakes shipping. No longer would emall sOhooners and 

tiny steamer. serve the purpose of the Wards . ' Large vessels, 

l a.rger than anything whioh had been attempted before, were 

oonst~uoted. and. while old,lake ... wlse seamen ~el'eshaklng t heir 

heads 1n doubt , the Warde, at their Newport ways, were building 

.vessels tha t were propbecylng the tra ffio whioh · the lakes would 

one day oarry. The §a~, the paolflc, and the Atlantio 

.followed in close order; eaoh of these vessels oosting $105,000. 

Then came the Oo.eap.; the fea.tA, §is Louis, Traveler , ~ondon and 

the E.,.K, Collius .• all bull t at Newport ::md each exoeedlng 

$110,000 in oost. The Ward . Lake SUperior Line was lUg Business 

in truth. 4 

4.. Ibid. 

Many addlt10n~~ boats were built, f ar t~o many to mention. 

When Samuel Ward di ed in 1854. fourteen steamers were owned 

by the Line in addition to six sail1ng vessels and a large number 

of tugs. But that was only the beginning for Eber Brook Ward. 

. -':,-,,", :"':'~-'!.";" '{> ,~,~, ~" 
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In the immedi ate years tha.t followed he built twelve add1tional. 

s t eamers and added to these three lar ge p ropellor s; a number 

of t ug boats for t he river t rade , and numerous barges. No 

other indlvidua l on the Great Lakes, no othe r group of individuals, 

could lay ola im to sO extensive a fl eet. Eber Brock Ward had 

b ec ome the shipping tycoon of t he 14i l;dle west. 5 

n 
5. F'igures relat~ng to shi ps and to~e ha.ve b een 'V'erlfled by 

J . p . Poole, Shipping authori ty ,De tro1t,Uich1gan , e.nd by 
E . R . F..unget.f.1llwaUke:~t oollec tor of inf ormatIon on Gr eat 
La.kes ships •. 

The large f l eet was bull t under the di reotion of J ohn 

Wob~erson and engined by B. F. OWen, the same uen who had built 

t he first Ward boats. and it is a. test1monial t o their ora.fts­

manship tha t all of the vessels wereetaunch and entirely see­

worthy. l~ot until 1852 d id the Warde suffel' sea. losses. In 

t hat yea.r, during .8. terr ifio lake atorm, tllree vessels were 

sunk oausing a financial loss of $250,000 to the Line. 6 

6. Wi ll iam L .• Banorof t. Oo. Ci't. II 344. --
, 

It was char aoteri stio of Eber Brock i'ttl~d that be plunged 

into hie extensive ship building program eyen before it had 

been def initely demonstra ted t hat 80 Il1l0h tonna.ge would be 

required on the Great Lakes. fie plunged. too, a t the , very time 

t hat the "Iron Horse", of whioh he had first heard dur1ng hiB 

stay a t the Landen Hou se in Buf falo • .as pushing rapl~lr w~st-
.. \' 

ward . was , in fact, invading Ward t s b eloved M!c hl gS;ri. · \ :\~er 

Ward felt that the iron r alls would ultimately take mu~h\[\Of his 
~ ~ , ' 
I. ,\' 

commerod; but be fel t, likew! se. tha t the time of ra!l\ o. f. . et! tiOD 

was still far d1stant and. that his Shlp~ would pay fO~ \ ~h~\aselv~. 
II. \ ' 
,1 1, 

.j k 
.. ::'~'. :.':-i,b'" " .'{~ -... ;.:"' ~.' - -



-63 ... 

long bef or e the ra11ro'a<l s could make seriOUs inroads. 

'Nevertheless the entrance of t he rail road into Miohigan 

a s viewed with a certain misgiving. Several Detr oit . oapitalists, 

headed b y J ames F • Joy f had banded t ogether for the pUrpose of 

oonstructing a road sortBS the St ate." From Detroit to Buffalo 

on the Lake Michi gan shore this "Iron Hor se" wa s t o run ,and here 

was real competition for the Ward L1nf4 which was in the midst 

of 1 t s expansion program., The !'?.11:road would make 1 t unnecessary· 

to ship frei ght a r ound the nort harn point of Michigan a nd it 

"as likely that Eber Ward, who now monopol ized the shipplng 

business, would lose some of his prof itable t raff ic. The shrewd 
, -.r!! 

yGung busine s sman at t empted to d1auade the Detroit prGmotore. 

He urged them t o pl ace their money into his shipping enterprises 

instead. But his eff orts went for naught. The argument that 

1'1'Ve1' t raf fic, would alwa.ys be heavier and more prof 1 table than 

railroading mad e no impression Upon the promotors of the r a ilroad. 

desnt t e the fact that Ward po1nted out 'tha t t he western terminus 

of the road would be loca t ed in ,a. virtual wilderness. His 

reoeption by the r ailroad men is preserved in a sta tement by 

James F. J oy, who relates I 

7. 

"oapt. E,B .. Ward solic1 ted my ass i s tance 
1nfon1ing a company to build a small 

. steamer f or the st. Cla.ir River trade" 
As I knew nothing of tho s t eamboat , 
~u8ine8a I did not engage with Oapt. 
Ward. He went on and built his boat 
at a cost of $11.000 and mon.opolized . 
the trade between Port Hu;ron and Detro! t." . 7 

J ames F . Joy in ichlgal~ Plonee! Oolleotion, XXII ,3ci~. 

If these Detrolt promotors were intent upon bUl1din~ t heir 

'" ~ :..': A;! •. '," '{, , .. :~ , ~.: 
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railroad. then. £ber Brook Ward reasoned . 1:t; would be neoessary, 

in some manner. to tie t he railroad in wi til 111e shipping busine/Bs. 

RailrOads in the f ifties we,re M.t and mi s s propositions. There 

were no through l1nes in the IUddle West a.l'ld, as Ward had pointed 

out to t he p romo tors • t he,ir road uWQuld s tart nowhere alld end 

nowhere"~ No other road oonneoted as a f eeder at Detroit and 

the western tefl/linus a.t I~ew Buffalo waG' lo;c at ed in a sparsely 

settled region, Chlc A.go and Milwaukee were t hTi ving c:>mmuni ties 

a t thi s tlme;but there was no rail oonneotion with these polnts 

and the shrewd shi pping l11!'lg1late knew that any busines s going 

to New Buffalo woulcl ultimately have to find 1 ts final ou'tle t 

1n either the I l linois or Wi soonsin settlemonts,. 

Once the railroad ~a.s built Eber Ward h~d little diffioulty 

in oonvi noing Joy 3Ild his associates of the logic of his con.. 

tent j on. They were tflll1ng to en t er into an agreement 'ii i th 

'a.r.d whe r eby the rd Steamship Lines were t o a.ot &s feeders 

for both the wastern and, eastern terminals of the :'~'lroad. 

~ Hum,. wbloh had already secured a mall oontraot. served 

the new l'allroad on Lake Mich'1gan, while the ghamt~t.gn aoted as 

a. feeder on the Lake Erle side. So lucrative did this business 

become that 1 t wa.s not long before add! tional vessels were needed 

in the service and 1 t soon beoame 'W"..oe rtain as to whether t he 

Ward boats were an accommodation for the Uichigan Oentral Rail­

road Ql' ,whether the Mi ohigan Central was nothing more than an 

adjunct to the '(lard steamboa.t Line. The following e.dve!' t:l. sement 

issued by the railroad l eaves the QUes tion in doubt: 

,':\'. ;.':·..t-h·; \,;{.::.-.; .• :~" 



it A p'~J8Senge:r train will l eave ,Detro! t 
for the West daily at 9:00 A. M. and 
arrive at Kal9.illSzoo at 6:00P. M. the 
sarite day ...... By this route the traveler 
nassss the second t1er of counties eon. 
taini ng the following beautiful villages: 
Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor, DexteJ,', In.o~son , 
Albion, Ltar shall , Battle Creek, and 
Kalama~oo: 148 miles in 10 hOU~8; thence 
b y B. ,Humphrey & Co' 8 line of post 
ooaches t o St . Joseph, 55 !!11es in 12 
hours; and t hene e by Capt. Ward ' s boat 
lbrurlpl.o" bull t 8:tpr e s s ely for this 
route, . 0 Ohicago , 70 miles in five 
hourB , weather perm1 tting, making 270 
ml1ea in about 30 houre to and f rom 
Detroit, and Chio a?,o." 8 

... 65 .. 

8. DetlQit ij1:reotgfX.1846. Burton Coll ectlon,Detr01t. 

11e the ra.ilrOad was struggling t o lneet itB bonded 

indebtedness and runn1ng e~enses ,the Wa~ s teamers , serving 

t he Detro! t and !Jew Buffalo pOints . -were clearing more than 

thel r original costs e?...oh yeu'. The :..' a l1r oado had notdft)fea/Ged 

Eber Brook 'lIard G'.g yet. In faet. t he Mlohigan Central whioh 

as supposed to put him out of bue1n~ss. was~ 1n the final 

atalysis" nothing more, t han a. connecting road for W~rd boa.ts 

docking at Detroit with those operat i ng on Lake Michigan. 9. 

9. ee James C . Ml 11s . Dlsi9tY Of~}na.w Countl, 11,33. Aleo 
Log of Ward Sbl pe , Ul' on Collec . on. '. 

The esteem in which this shipplng tnagnate was held by all 

and an exampl e of his method of doing bUsiness is found 1n the 

fact tha t all agreements w1 th the MlohlganOentra.1 werever:ba.l. 

Not a. singl e formal cont rac t bad been entered into ,and yet , 

SUperintendent Brooks of .the road. avers t hat during the en'tlre 

period t hat the arrangement continued; . there was not a Single 

. ':;'. ~~·:··),h .' "{ ~ ... : ' .. ~., 
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serious disagreement . 10 
.. _ . _.- - .-.-- .--"'--...... ~"..-....-~ ". 

10. Oapt . James McConnel i n Cl eveland Herald, Oo t ober 4 , 1856. 

Bus1ne (~s d.epress1ons, prior to t ha ()1 v1l Wa r , were 

espec i a lly tryi ng for infan t i ndustry. Becau se of t he bankl np' 

situation money s ~oal'Ct' and. many sma ll busine ... th la 

promi s i ng future fol d ed up while the owner sought t o reest abllah 

h imsel f elsewhere. The shippi ng industry fe red f rom the 

same depre Rsione r 1t1as infl uenoed b y the soaro i ty of a sui t able 

med ium of exoha.nge ,. found little to transport t!.fhen noth i ng ,'!l'Q.s 

being manu f actur ed, when nothing wes being pUl'ch?sed. Cona 1t1ons . 

however, di d favor shipping and gave it an adv antR.ge ove r other 

f orms of busi nes s . The depressi ons of 1831 und 185~ worked 

as an i mpe tus t o migrations. Settle rs in the East wbo found it 

dlfficult to m~1cp- t heir farme pay. bUsinessmen in ci t i es in whioh 

there e no busines s, .the great debtor olas s ... to a,11 of 'thll se 

the West loomed as the country of premise. Here, in the vast 

open otretches . opportllni ty beokoned~ He re neti f a;cms Ct')uld be 

hewn f l'ol!l t he soi l ; new bUB1neso (lonld be s t a rted in new oom­

muni t ies . ycuth l?ould f ind an opportunl ty to ea rn a oomfortable 

living. 

" - ,ny of t heee emigre' from the F.a.at tried t he ohee.!, ,overland 

method of travel . They to"k their horaes and t he i r l1ap:ons an, 

their families and followed the d im tra ils , trall$ whioh beyond 

Ohio were 11 ttle mOre th.a.n Indi an paths. Those who c ould afford 

the luxury went by water. Oanals oriss....crossed t he Mi ddle West, 

and the Great Lakes proved a veritable supe~~ighway. It was 

....... '. :.. .• -~ .j. ."?.:;.;:~ ; ~.' 
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because of t his ~ac t that the shipping l ines prospered even in 

times of' advers! ty. uany of the new-oomers had some means. New 

Englanders espeoially, wereab1e .to sell their farms a!\d their 

s tock and wi th the money thus secured t hey rode in oompar atl ve 

oo"'lfort t hrough the Erie ' Cana.1. At Buffalo they embarked upon 

one of the Gr eat Lalces boats, usually a Ward boat" and t hi s 

oarr ied them to thei r ultimate destination on the shore of one 

of the lakes. 11 

11. See Lols Kimball Mathews . 9l2.. oi t •.• 180 et. seq. 

Durlng the period that ha.rd. times were besetting the 

oountry, conditions in Europe were providing a situation that. 

spelled prosperity f Or the new West. In 1845 the famine in 

Ireland brought on an unprecedented demand for Amerioan wheat • 

.Miohigan and Illinois and Wi soonsin farmers were f inding the 

so11 sui table f or wheat oul turs and because the product was 

bringing a high r etum, they began planting their land to the 

new orop.. The reoul t was that both M1lwaukee and Detroi.t beoame 

the leading wheat sh1pping oenters in the country, Milwaukee 

being in the lead of all other ports. So rapidly di d wheat 

oulture proceed that Wi soonsin. in 1860, exported a thirty 

million bushel orop. 12 

12. Joseph Shafer , l2.YI. Wi sconsin Oounties . 129 et. seq. ' 

The steadily inoreasing demand fOr western wheat was 

intensified by the Ori mean War in 1853. a war whioh ourtailed 

hea t produotion in the fa.nI(:)~s Crimea, WC)rld oonditions . were 

".'.'.~~ :'-.-: .I _h· ; ",{,~.:~, ~-: 
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thus making of t he Middle West the -bread basket of all clvl1iza­

t10nand E'ber Brock Ward t s st&amere were dooklngat all the 

ports from which th1~ f lood ~f wheat was be1ng sh1pped. 

Depressions were not caus1ng the Wards a great deal of trouble • 
• . igra tlons and wheat shi ;)mente were showing a handHome prof it 

and t he Vlard ' s,teamers continued bUsiness as usual during the 

hard times. 

But whilel the Line was maki ng m,')ney 1 t was not al ways 

cert a in as to the value of that money. After the so-called 

removal of depoe1 ts ha.d pr.'3.0 tl0·ally put the United s t a tee Bank 

out of business, bank notes of every conce1vable form, fTom 

every cllnc e1vable source. made t heir appearance • . 'Vlhen a Ward 

llne s t eamer dooked th.e purser neve,r knew exactly how much 

real money the trip had netted. Metal money was set:l.roe in the 

t ransactions carr1ed on by the' boa ts. Paper money. wl1d.J)at . ' 

notes f rom banks in Kentucky. in IllinOis, 1n New Jersey and 

in ot her states were always found 1n the t111. Whether or not 

this pa.per money possessed a.ny value the purse.!' d1d not know. 

Times were hard and be had to t ake 1t 011' leee the business. 

The shrewd Eber Ward BOOn l earned that be was ' better oft taking 

these ,,11Vat notes for the loses sustained in ·this , lftanner 

were more t han off-set by the prof 1ts, all of whloh ~opld be 
l \ 

lost 1f the bank notes were r efused as payment. \; 
, I " 

When the ward money was taken to the banks •. tl}~ , i"Sh~ejf 
would sort Gut what he wanted to take, take even 'h~' j~a~~ a. 
discount .. and shove the remainder back t hrough the ' "t~,~~t. 
Worse yet. banks were of BUch uncertain durability t~a~~hey 
c10 •• d over night and Oaptain liard lost .... ny a penny i~~'.' 

· .;"'·:·.l,l "' ,. /'(,..:", ' 
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w11dJ'a t banks for his vessel s . t ouched a t everY Great Lakes 

por t and banking f aCili ties were arranged f or in many of t hese 

ports,. 

A few such 10SfS taught t hl s pat hf inder of Ameri ca.n 

bus iness bow t o handle the eituation~ no longer would Eber 

ard deal wi t h the discounting and defaul ting banks. He could 

not keep the paper currency in his own strong box because it 

would deprec1a te while there, It was necessary t hat "he dispose 

of it as rapidl y as poss ible and at as hi gh a rate as he could 

secure~ A "ourb broker". unknown in t hat day, was ' t he Ward 

solution. Or perhaps it was a "ourb stone broker", for 

O. F. Lewis. whom Ward hi red f or t his purpose, f ound t hat people 

V10uld not come t o his off ioe to purohase t he wlldveat notes. He 

found it good practice to go out among the bUsiness men of the 

va.r10us oities i n whioh the Ward l ine di d bus iness and both 

Lewi s and Ward were de11gh1t; surpr1 ~ed to find th~t in every 

town ther,e were men perfectly wt ll ing to purchase the notes at 

a di scount in the hope t hat they would one day appr eciate in 

value. Since Lewis reo eived a better .t etum on the paper t han 

t he banks allowed, Eber Srock Ward was sati sfi ed and Lewis wa.s 

a ssured of b1s j ob. So successful was t hi s venture tba t Lewi s 

soon incorporat ed a Detroit brokerage house , a firm which was 

subsidized by Ward a.nd which u1 tlmately gr ew into a bank whioh 

transaoted all of 't he business for the ever growing Ward 

interests. 13 
,i, 

~~--~-~---~ --- ~ ~ l 

13. Wi l l iaua L. Banoroft, 2l2..cit. ,348; Detroit F'rl':"e P~E;\SSJ 
January 10,1866. . \ 

I,. 

~\:\ 

Samuel Ward, who had been 80 ti red of 1 t all for s'Q Ion , " 

.\ 
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a t13e nnd who ~~d wanted t o withdraw from ac tive business but 

was prevented from doing so b y hi$ energetic nephew, d ied a t 

Marine ctty, the Newport which he had built. on February 1,1854. 

Samuel rd was the Vlestern pioneer who first recognized the 

importance of the swamp-like St. Ola1r Flats, it was he who 

foresaw the need of transportation facilities between the many 

little settlements along the ahores of the Great Lakes, and it 

as be ~ho f irs t dr eamed of densely popula.t ed areas where 

agr1Qul ture and indus t ry would me et. Sarauel Ward was the 

New Englander whose vision of the Ml ddle .Vest proved prophetic. 

That vls10n was acoepted by the nephew, Eber Brook Ward. 

Hi s vas the same spirit, the same urge, to dl"ive forward , to 

build a mi ghty empi r e in the Gr eat Lakes St ates. It was not 

strange t hat t his should become his objeotive. The young lake 

oap t ain had been more closely associated with hie uncle t han with 

a ny other indiVidual. He had b een reared by t hat uncle; bad 

been shown the path to sucoes s in the' new oountry by him. Sister 

Emily had t aken the pl ace of the mot.her dur i ng the f orma.t! ve 

yeara. but f rom the day t hat Eber Ward became a oabin boy on t he . 
Genel'al Harrisgn, the uncle ha.d led and had directed t he youth. 

It was but logical tha t the young mariner shOUld be instilled 

not only with the bUsiness acumen but with the foreSight and 

vi si on of the unole as well. -It was logical, too, t hat t he 

uncle, recognIzIng t hat his own son was not qualif i ed to c arry 

on the business, shOUld see the nephew as his successor. And 

so, when t he wl 11 was opened at Marine City., it wa s fQund that 

Samuel Wa rd, af t 'er making suitable provision f or his wi te ., son 

and several close acquaintanoes , beQUea th1the r esidue of his 

":":',.', :"':- ~ -1:': '~ · ,·'{';...·:· 7'· 
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estate, the great shipping line whioh he had headed, to his 

llephe. 

"., •• as a cODJpeneation 'for h1s long and 
f aithful oare of my interests, for his 
advice, a.ssistance and good judgement 
in the general supervi s ion of my affairs 
for a long term of years, during whioh 
t1m~ my oredi t has been unlrtlpal:r~ and 
my suooess in business has equalled my 
highest hopes. ft 14 

14. Ward Papers , Burton Oolleoti on. 

Eb er Brook Ward had worked for and with his unole for a. 

period of t wenty nine years. During tha t time a. bUsinBfl s whioh 

had three sa.iling vessels had expanded to an organi zation whioh 

boasted of fourteen of tbe finest eteamel"8 on t be Groat La.kes, 

an organ1zation t hat was r apidly seouring a monopoly of lake 

shipping. an organi zation t ha t was Qne day to domo~e t han an, 

other in makl,,"&S" t he Mi ddle West mi ghty. 

Oapt a in Eber Ward was forty-three years old at the time 

of his unole's death. Hi s oousln, David Ward, tells the whole 

story when he ohronicles; 

"Thus Eber Ward practically controllecl 
the franohise of steam boat passenger 
and freight routes and the i mmense 
traffic on these routes during the 
next t vventy yeaxs_ It, 15 

15. David \'ard, ~.olt •• 3. 

I 
,I 
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Chapter VI 

THWARTI NG LEAPI UG WATERS 

1 t . was at Lacey's that Oaptain Eber Brock Ward heard 
"" strange and unusual t ales of what was going on beyond t he 

great Sault, the "Leaping Waters" through which high and 

turbulent Lake Superior was dash1ng to meet lower and small er 

Lake Huron .. hile his GenerfjJ; Harrls9P was being loaded a t 

t he Port of Mackinac l a te in the autumn of 1844, the Oaptain 

was ohatting with his many fri·ends in this seaman's home when 

he wa.s a ttracted ' to t he conversation of several men nea r by. 

They wer e tellIng of the wierd experiences of a government 

surveuor in the Miohigan Ter ritory on the south shore of 

"G1tohee Gumee" as the Indians were wont to oall the highest 

l ake. Th+ere r el ating holt' iU ll1am A.Burke had been unable to 
. I, \ ' 

use his magnetio compass in the wilds to the north. \The needle, 
I ' . \ '. 

"t was sa id, da.nced a round without rhyme or reason ~d \, r efused 
\ 

to point in. anyone direction for any length of time. I', 
( . ) 

knew tha t only a deposit of ore would cause hi s compa~E"', to act 

in this queer manner and" ere long. he di soovered 'm~y \~\lns of 
j '\ 

what appeared to be pure iron. Eber Brock Ward was/' not ', i~terested 
;' \ \. 

in iron at that ea.rly date, but he was interested In,' #Uly .\dla\-
~ \) \ 

oovery whioh might mean additlonacar go for his gtoWlft~ fle~'. 
, '. I /l(' , 
So he s t ored awa.y the gos sip he had pioked up ~\!ta~~~." , storf 

it away to be acted upon at some more propl tl0'fj time+ , \ 

'I.r, " , 1 , 1 , ',~ I ... 72 ... 
~', :~: · .f·)"·i ·: ""{~,,~". ~.' 
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That time was not f ar dl stant,for at Captain Arndt's 

lodg1ng house in Green Bay, where Eber Ward often m1ngled 

with t he r esidents. he found many strangers. Many of these 

stranger s were prospeotors,men who had hea.rd of quiok rioheS 

to be had along the shoree of G1tchee Gumee. They were headed 

for the north oountry whioh had first been known to the French 

traders, and they were looking not for furs, but for copper and 

f or iron. Ward knew well that the Great Lakes had at an early 

day been navigated in their l east accessible port10ns. He 

had beoome a p:rolific reader and he knew that follow1ngthe 

Fr ench explorers, hardy traders of the Hudson' s Bay Company 

bad oome into the fur produoing west by way of Hudson Bay and 

the 'groat and turbulent Nelson River. He had read that Lake 

SUperior, with 1ts densely wooded southern shore and its high 

ollffed northern banks, had become the oent er of muoh of the 

fur tradf). The ba~eaux of the Company and the canoe of t he 

Ind1an bad trave r sed the danger6u~ waters of Lake SUperior 

many years before, had even penetrated eastward to trade on 

Lake Huron. 1 

1. Charles E. Oartwright, Ib!. IW. 21 ~ MelYhant Ships, 221. 

But the voyageur of old, paddling his f rail oraft on 

Lake SUperior, was forced to portage around the steep f al l s of 

the St~ Mary'S, falls whioh W81'e oalled by the men of Eber 

Ward's day, "Sault", but called by the Indian and the t rader. 

the "Leaping Waters" of the st. Mary' 8. 

lf ore was being di soovered on the shores of Lake SUpe rior, 

and if that ore was to be shipped to industrial centers in the 

• ':~'. ;"":':'·h':: .,.'{~~~ ... ~. ' 
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East. then, lL'ber Brook ~Vard figured, some mea.ns of avoiding 

the l eaping waters of the St. Mary's would have to be found·. 

He would plaoe boats on the highest lake even i f he had to 

build them there, but tha t would not Bolve the problem of 

transporting the oar go alJross the portage. A oanal was the 

only solution and Ca.ptain Ward believed in oanals because he 

had grown up in the oana.l era., an era during whieh every state 

was building myriads of water net works' which s tarted nowhere 

end whlch ended nowhere. He believed ln canals. too , beoause 

as a boy he had salled on the St. Cla ir when it, the first 

vessel f rom the . upper lakes, pas s ed through the newly Opened 

Erie Oanal. That trip had left an indelible impression upon 

the young oabin bOYit 

Long before this time ot hers had thought of building a 

oana1 around the s t. l1a ry's Fa11e_ Hardy fur traders, more than 

a hundred years before, had grown weary of unloadi ng" oarrying 

and again lOadlng their o~oes at the porta.ge~ In 1797, to . 

overoome thi s d l f floul ty" the old Northwest Fur Company, not 

yet oombined \,1 th Hudson" s Bay. built a sluioeway on the Canadian 

side of the river, a waterway whioh enabled the voyageur to drag 

hie fully loaded oanoe around the falls. 2 

2 . Stanley Newton. Sault Ste. Mar&t. 97. 

Eber Ward. who knew every foot of the shoreline of the 

five Great Lakes, had noted the remains of that anoient canal . 

He fOlmd that the slu10e was not more than thlrty-.elght f eet 

long" eight feet wide, wi th a nine foot lift which was only 

one half of the total drQpof the river at this point. A canal 

., :::~ ~ :.-;"-t ~ '" ·£ i,...; ·;; ~' .. 
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of this size, reasoned Wa.rd" wa.s suf f1eient f or the bateaux 

of the voyageur and the canoe of the Ind tan .. , Tbe men could 

eaeily drag a loaded boa.t through the sluice. But the General 

H~r:J;isc?Dt the ship he commanded with such pride, reouired some­

t h1ng more. So Eber Ward, ~earlng the storles of the p rospectors, 

became a.n advocate for the St. Mary's ship canal .. 

He told uq.Ole Samuel Wa~ the gossip he had heard at 

kinao; at Escanaba, and at Green Bay and that shrewd trader 

beoame a t l ,eaat moderately interested. The Ward. had made money 

in the shipping busines8 and the development of :the minIng 

industry in the north could ~ean nQtblng !DOre tban additional 

cargo for the Ward Line. Good r eason , opined Samuel Ward, why 

he should do what he could to a ld in the development of those 

mines. 

So 1 to arne to pass that when" in 1.843. the Medora Mi n1ng 

Oompany was organized, 13amuel Ward was found as one of the 

gua r antors of that company a.nd when, four year ,s later, ore 

from Ulchigan had become a. reality. Samuel Ward wasa.gain found 

in the vangua.rd, this ttme as all incorporator of the Pioneer 

Smel ting Company of the Upper Peninsula. And because it was not. 

yet esta.blished what metals the peninsula contained, the orafty 

ard8 covered all conoeivable oontingencies by providing t hat 

they were organizing for "the smel t1ng and manufacture of iron, 

copper and other metals". :3 

3. Henry 1&. Utley; Michigan,. III~296;333. 

On Uaroh 16,1847 this company of,ened the first smelting 

fu:rna.oe in the region • . The Wards had begun tQ expand t heir 

.':.~ ~ ~,: " -l.": ., ""{.;.,.:-":. ~" 
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interests beyond the shil)p1ng business. 

Nor wer e these t wo pro j eotsthe l imit of the 1>'la.rd enterprise. 

The Ja.oltBon .Mining Company, orgnnized hy se ve 1'3 1 J aokson , 

~'ichiga.n J men , wa.s :'1otual 1y taking a re fro!!l the g round. A f orge 
fJ 

was e r ected at Oarp Hi va!' to tranl;f.orm the ore lnt:~ iron and 

Ebc'!' Br ook Ward, wondering whe t her thi s was r eal l y Iron, oarried 

five tons of t he ore 6:l:st wa l'd fo r t he ,pu rpos e of having 1t 

soi en t i f i cally t ested. In f aot, he oarri ed a.way in one of hi s 

boat s the first f ive tons t o b e t aken from the Jackson "Mounta.in 

of Iron" iI The iron wae found to b e of finest qual t t y and t he 

Gr eat Lakes shi pper, ever r eady to try t he new, caused the 

wa.lki ng beam and shaft of the s t eamer Ocean, vhich be wac then 

bui l di ng , to be wrought of this material. 4 

4. J ames M. Swank, The Ma!Jfa.e ture 2t ~!!l. All ~,3al; 
Al so William L. Bancro ... t, op"olt., 3 .1. ' . 

, . . 

Not fifty white men wer e to be found in Marquette County 

at the time of t he disoovery of iroD,", There were no towns and 

an Indi an enoampment on the spot where Mar quette now 6t~ds, tras 

the only pl an e of habitat i on along the shore. Yet this spot, 

known only by the .simple name of Indian ToWll; we.g destined to 

become the f irst l arge ore shi pping port of the ·Unlted s t a tes. 

The prospective ihlbes were all located directly south of Indian 

Town ,and from t his pOint lake shipments would have to be made 

unless the l onger oross country haul to Eaoanaba were a ttempted. 

This longer route would have the advantage of permitting through 

shipment. without reloading, to eastern pOints, would, howe1Ter, 

entat1 oonsiderable add! tional expense. 5 

5. Ot to Fowle, sault Stei Marie, 421. -
.. :'.;'<' :.;:. ~ -~.~: .~ " '{.;,1~': ' ,.' 



--------------. .... _ '-r,-_ 

Even b efore the rush for minsJra,1s had fully developed, 

Eber Ward, ·acting upon the stor1es he had heard at Lao~y· s 

and at Arndt's, took hi s small s teamert l:h!l DetI:e1:t. to the 

Sault to determi ne for himaelf wha.t merit s there were to t he 

varioua reports. He desired to ascer t ain whether this new 

enthusiasm for Mar quette County was just a.tlothe,.. "metal fever"' 

whloh would soon bum, itself out, or whether it was ,the beg1nnlrg 

of a promi sing futur,e indus trial endea.vor. 6 

6. John H.. Foster, ItEarly Sett lement of the OOpper Regions of 
Lake SUperior", - f41ch1rnan P\gnsW, Col.epljlojQ .• vn . 181. 

What he saw drovoe him lnto i mmediate aDtion. He f ound 

hundreds of prospeotors surveying the oount:ry for miles around 

and be found, too, &bout ten miles south of Indian Town, numerous 

dlgg1~s t ha.t .e~e alreadY produoing ore" ' Hls practioed eye 

noted t hat the ore would have to be hanled to Lake SUperior, 

wauld have to be loaded on ships for the haul to the Sault where 

1 t wou1fi be portaged around, the St. Ual'Y t 8 Fa11e. But t here 

were no ships to b e utilized on Lake SUperiol' and to earry 

thousands of tons of ore between the UP "061' and lower l a..1.rea would 

Oause considerable dlffi,oul ty a s .we11 as enta.11 muoh added 

0%p~nse. Eber Ward did not know wha.t to do about the portage 

but be did know how to o.,ei'oo.me the look of shipp1ng on Lake 

SUperior.. He would float bis boats on tha t lake even 1f 

he would be foroed to bul1dnew yards to .oonst·:ruot them. What 

he saw of the iron fields oonvinoed h1m that here was a 

potential field for prof1 ts 1n days to oome. And Eber Ward 

passed!¥. "'tIJiCt£lf"~ l ts iroD beam" was then buUd:lng in the 

. ~ ;":~;":'" ·'·{i~··' ~,_ . 
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St, Cla ir ya rds.. It would , eald the Oaptain , be fitted espeoially 

to the Lake Sllper10r iron trade. Beoause 1 t would be d i ffioult 

to haul the ship over the portage 1 t would ha.ve to be kept as 

light as possible. Fifteen ton. Wal'd judged, would be about 

right.. When oompll' ted , The Ooe$ was towed to the st.. Mar y's 

River, placed on logs. and hauled acros 6 the three- Quarter-mile 

portage. The f irs t s t eam boat , though a small one, hed tbus 

been l a.unohed on Lake &"uperior. Eber Brock Wa rd had wrought 

the miracle. 7 

7. Will is J . Abbot t, The St'2ry 21 Otp." !.1etphiW;t MfFIi1n,. 241. 

Lewis lAarvell, one of the oa 110rs on th~ fif t een-ton 

Ocean. has left an acoount of bi s expe r i enoes on t be vessel. 

He d i d not tbink highly at the l i t t l e steamer and compl a ins · 

b~ause she oapslzedseveral times after b eing l aunohed. This 

dl f f'1cul ty was soon r emed i ed and 'rhe Ocean wa s deemed s a tisfaotolY 

f or Lake SUperior t r affio.. He rel a t es that Ward bunt. a. sa.iling 

vessel, t he top sail, seventy ton Mersha.n~, . sent it north with 

The Ocean, and t ile'n p roo eeded to have both boats b.auledover 

the portage, a t ask which proved not t oo di fficult for, says 

Marvell: 

"\!'fe fell t o and jerked her (The or'tei) 
over in ehort order and then tao r . 
the· l arger one, the Merchant. They 
were both t aken ov~r on rollers, th~ 
same as buildings are somet1meell1oved." a 

a.Otto Fowle, 0k\ .clt' l 4:S2 .. 

After Ward had shown'the way, others soon followed. The 

Independence from Chicago was the next veasel . to be rolled 

.• :,._ .• ~.: ~') ':' i. :"'{, ..:.~: ~" 
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O1l8r and after that a l arge number of boa ts, 'many of them be ... 

longing to t ho War d line, were t ak en across in a s j,ml1a r manner . 

The copp er and iron mines of liic higan wera de veloping a.s Eber 

Brook Ward had f oreseen and Lak.e SUperior shipping beoame a 

proft t ab l e bUsiness. 

Hauling the l a rger boat s acros s the po r t age was not Buoh 

a. s i mple matter as Harvell makes 1 t e,pp.ear. I t took clays to 

'Wor k the l arge steamers across and oos", oons i derable money. 

The task was tedious and slow and a. great deal of pa tienoe was 

required. Some t dea of the Umeconsume4 in making the portage 

may be gleaned from this eye '1J 1 tne ss account in connection wi til 

one of the ships: 

"The Northern Lake Oompany have t heir 
vessel Qne thl:rd up t he port age toward 
Lake SUpertor, and , a t the r a te they 
now go will be t her e in t en days . They 
have their veesel on ways 11.'1 th ro11.ers 
,mder. and 011e horse. by meanG of e .. 
oapstan takes her along f1ve or s1% 
l engths e day." 9 

9 . 01 t ed Ope 01 t., 4()9, 

But vli 'r;n the or e businoss t hri 'ling t he east of hauling 

boa t s acl'O~S -the port~e was not p rohlbi tlve. A regul :~ r route 

nov] d eveloped., Ore was :91entliul, s O WilS labor, lStnd it coo1; 
<-!~ 

.11 ttl e(the metal I .rom the ground. It was t:H3t l m3.tacl t~at a 

helf dollal' wOIl1d cover thc cos t of digg ing 0. t"n of ()re. A 

ra.Il r Oati was bull t by the c ompan1e s from t he mines to Ind1~n 

Torm. already b earing the more 9Uphonlou~ na.'I1c of Ual'{1l.lette. 

But 1 t cost t hree d011ars to haul the ton of ore I '"hlch had 

been mined for f 1ftycents, from the works to the pOl''' • 

~'. :;: . .f_! "i "! .. ':'{~"';'" ~" 
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t this point 1 t was loaded into one of the ves sel s wh1c,h had 

been dragged over the portage , was car r i ed to the portage, there 

again unloaded only to be oar r it:d Ovex the pOl'tag.e and be 

reloaded on the Lake HUron side upon a. ship whioh would oarry 1 t 

t o i t s final destination. 

Sheldon l!cXni ght bad oornered for himself the job of haul­

ing allllla t e1'1als over the por t.age at t he Sault,. For the t a sk 

he u se d an old gray mare and a Fr ench cart. equip!llent whioh 

served every purpose until t he loads beoame t oo heavy. It 1s 

sai d that in 1845 ~his frunous ho:rse h ad the honoi' of hauling 

every pound of fretght tha t passed to 8.-Tld from La.1{e SUperior. 

But when ore began coming t hrough in t housands of tons the old 

horse and Frenoh cart would serve the purpose ' no longer. Some 

b etterr means of transportation would have to be provided. So 

Sheldon It)Kni ght f ound himself a pa.rtner ln the person of 

J .. T. Wll1ting and these two enterprising businessmen bu11t a 

strap railway, one mlle ln length, across the portage, But the 

old f a i thf'ul horae had not yet ceased to funotion 

for it was horse power that pulled the loaded oars across. To 

MCKni ght and his partner goes the honor of const ruoting the 

first railroad 1n the Upper pen\insula. 10 

10. Ral ph D. Will i ams. Thq Hongrf.l;bl e lla t er Jh1te t 84 . 
. , i ", . - . 

Inoreased traff1e brought a growing demand for a ship 

o anal around the Falls of St. Mary's. Eber a rook Ward. despite 

the fac t that he monopolized most of the or e business originating 

in the Lake SUperior di str1ct, was , w1th Peter Wh1te, one of 
, 

the prime movere in t his matter and beoause these two pioneers 

"'~:" ~ : .. :-.1:1'": ':' "'::',:.;'., ~. ' 
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s aw t he lmporta,no e o.f a. oanal oonn r-'cting the l argest of the 

five inland l akes with t he others, they appeal ed t o t he National 

Government f or a id. As early as 1837, the St ate of Miohigan. 

bichhad not \.'7anted the Upper Peninsula., attempt d to build a 

cana.l a t its own e xpense. Nothing t'fas then known of the ore 

deposits but L~ke Superior, it wa s b elieved, would support a 

thriving fi sh ing indu s t ry and the canal was a.ttempted for the 

purpose of bring1ng new settlers into the :coun try. The project 

ran i n to d l ff loultlee when the Government refused to grant per­

m1ssion to run the c anal t hrough t he milt t a ty r eserva tion. All 

contraots for the work had been let and Aaron Wepks of Mount 

Clemens, wbo bel d a one ... thlrd :right in the contract, represented 

the Waros in the enter~·· rlee. For his one-third share he bad 

a id the old El&z~~etl1 Ward., a vessel of e i ghty tone, which 

was to b e used for h.aul1n~ men and mat erials to the proposed 

canal zone. 11 

11. Ot t o ;(i'owle, 9Ptc.lt ~ , 3 '75 .. 

The men to do the job were reoruited in DetrOit, needed 

materials were purchased and the Ell!;a.beth Ward, as origina.lly 

contempla t ed, made the trip to the Sault. As soon a s work 

oommeno ed, gove m mflnt engfneers obj eoted. There W9.S to be no 

encroachment on the milt t ary zone . .A ver i t abl p; c 8n~1 war sta.rted. 

Tbe workers were driven fro~ the s ite and the fir st .real attempt 

to buUd a c anal a round the Falla c ame to naugllt. 12 
- f >'" 

1 2. Ibld , 378 

", !'. 
Opposi tion never dl,So ou rag, d Eber Brock Ward • . l,'f,~ the State 

; .. \j 
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Vla.S not t o b e pel'trii t ted t o build the waterway, all apPt'ul would 

l1ave to be taken to the th ticnal Govemrnen·t. The 1837 venture 

he::'u' b t. en 'lUlder'~a~eH be:fo:t.~e -the d iccovery of t h,e va,lunble ~e'te.ls, 

hud b een advoca.t ed. l a rgely b f O <lU n 6 t he Wax"us f el t t ha-t; t he t~e 

tbpel' i o:I.' s?-Jores V1ou,ld lt1.l'e i~iel':.:nts , even a.s 11::.d tho sho1'(J s 

o r t he 0 tlwl' Ii Vi'; lakes ; as Goon ao t hos e ehol-es ner o made 

acc eslSible. By 1 845 run:oxs of rioh ore dcpo 81'te. \ .. o1'e bei ng 

ch-cula t p,d so Congress vtas p .; -t i tioned to bui l d t he ounal beoause 
,y 

"i.t would Ht:l.IW.late the fisheri es of Lake Sunel'ior fl which were 

l3 at l mat ed a ·t a val un of a million d.olla rs a nnually. And then 

t t W&~J added ar~ an a f ter _ thought 'that !l in ·the oountry bOrUi... l' l ng 

the Bou:th'~ l.'n sl'lol'€ of Lal{e Gui;lcr1or, copper 2.l~d othel" minerals 

are b f. lieved to exist i n abW1<.lanoe" . 13 

· 13. C1t d by Ral ph D_ \V1l1 i ams" QlhC1t •• ll8 ~ 

{\.t tha t e arly de.te Congress was not r ea.dy 'to vote a. 

mill i on clol l a!'s for a. v'11der nes B of which f ·ew of t he congressmen 

had hea r(l. Henry Clay , despi te hi s c..dvooacy of internal i 

pxovements , opposed the pro j ect for 

14 . ~. 

" .•• it contempl a.t ed a wOl'k beyond 
t he remotes t aet.tlement in the 
United St a tes, i f not in the moon." 14 

The good p eopl e of chigan we·re no t t o b e denied their 

c mal wi t hou·t fUr t;he r effort.. Re'Peat ed r eques t s from t he Sault 

regi on . ag1 tation by shi ::,l maot e rs i end f i na l l y a. pe 'tt tion f rom 

t he M~chig.an legiela ture, c a.u sed President li'il lrnore, in 185:5 , to 

ap~') rove a grant 01 150 , 000 arJres or l and t o the St a.te f)n oondi tion 

';' '..;/ ~-, ~, "'{';':':' ;" 
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that work :In th;; c .;mal uld be staxted. \'fi t hin a period of three 

YS2.r s . l\ p:ro'iTi s() wal1 a·t j, <).ohod s t a ting "(;hat t he canal would have 

b e :)1'10 ll1mdl'ed teet \,l i de . t n o hundred a~ld fif t y teet lonu • 

:mct t1l'~lva :feei~ c1.eep. Beoause the sta t e con;! tution d i d not 

p r: r :]i t ':~hc nt at e to proc r. ed ~1 i ·th the. work of constl'Uction, the 

~t. It.''.!,JT· G Fall £: R1'l. i p Oanal CompaliY , l'Ji th S el r;a rd and J ohn 

()1rcn, I!'oer r:~:r(l ' e llephew a s P T'illcipal otock holders , lIIas or-

ani !!ed. 15 

15. Stanley l~e\,·ton, op_cit •• 148. 

A f:l61'i ou s d i spute rega rdillg the s ize 01' tbe oanal now 

prose. Oonr4r c:so had decreed a. canal t wo hundred :aBtt f ifty 

t'cet i n l engtb but the Wards t judging by the size of their own 

bOats, t hought it extravcagunt 'to build a oanal of such size. 

On. the other hand , Charles T. Harvey, v1ho ll8..d t a.~ell a p rom1nent 

part 1n t.ne oont r overs y over the Welland canal, t hough t three 

hundr sd ~ :U'ty fe et would be more rui t able: . No lake vessel 

lar~c enough to reQuiro t1. oana.l of th3t size wC)uld ever be 

built, i aB B.l'gued and , f or onoe , Eller Brock Ward guessed 

.rong. But hi s f riend Pete r 1 to charap10ned the l ' r~er canal 

and u1 tinlat ely the l egislature ~.gTeP.d. A thr ee hn.nared and f ifty 

foot look, t he l a.r·gest in -the World a t t he time , was ordered. 

How wrong Eber Ward a,nd hie unola had been1n thei r en-rlte!' 

predictions i s ~~ideno ed b y the f act t hat even the large l ook 

hich was ul U ma t ely built p roved too emall fo x even the l a r ger 

... ~d boats w1 thi n <l fc~ '16 ,:),1'8. 

The good people of t e Sault were natur ~lly opposed to 

the build ing of the locks, 'through sh1pping meant the end of 

. -': '. ~ :,;: ... ):-: .; 
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tbei.r '!)l'ofi t bla bu ain.e ss. ltapeo i aliy oppo sed 'lelS iJr . lOOKn1ght 

· ... ,'110 fo!' ,!;: £:la'W t ile end of hi 9 !JOllODOlv 01 t he rtage rou i e . ~ll 

Ot ·.6I'S s aw in the c <~lal a mov\,:: which would rap i dly popul~tc th~ 

'horelin~ b OO i;..'tu;e 01' the c.cceesib11i t~7hiCh the 

!lOtJ wC'!.ter 'ay would ;provi :: e. 

COOt' Zl'ook Wal:d anJ his uncle Sa:;mel V7el' t! oonten·tecl ·to 

sec til£. c;)Jlal c ons t l 'Uc'Ced . They we::ce o~(;o(:k holdfJl'S , in thG 

lmilc.lillg c orJpany arul t he y ,~ed Mosil of t!l El shi p s ~7h1ch woulcl 

u~e the locks. Bu'li thei/' were f o restalling the pOl:ls ibi 11 t y 0 ' 

o'Gher s entoring ~the f ield in searoh of somo o j:' this n e"Q' business. 

Even after t h E! contruots for the cana.l b ild been l et Captain 

"a s portaging actd i tionalste..:.me r s o.l'ound · s t " liary 's l" al1s. 

In 1954 , the year 'before 'the c an a.l 'Yas opened , and i mmedi ately 

f ollowing -tho deat h of h is unole , Ward toos. three large s t eamers , 

t he SOO! faId , . Ijapol 02!l . and ,feu1n~Itla. OOl~OSS the old portage. 

He M vel' tis ed u p and ~.own tho land the faot that passenp:e l's and , 

freighV l'Om a;:lY point on the lo~er la.~es would be oar1'i ed by 

the "riaI'd l i n e steo.l'I.lel's to set t lements on t ake SUper i o r by througb 

traff ic. SUoh business ,as t he net' mines wer e bringing to Lake 

u perior, Ward rocent t o have fo r h is own boats. The t~ard 

Gt eamsh1p Li nes and Leke SUperior "Jere 'to be made synonymous 

in t he publiO mind. 16 

16. Mal'ine Ci ty Independent, Memorial Edition, August 11 ., 1925. 

:i'he St. llary' s Falls Ship Canal Company, whioll r eoei.veO. 

the con txact for the c ons t ruct i on of the locka t pas chs:.l' t el'f:d 

lmder the la~"e of Net'] York , a. .!1c h i gsn statute of t hat dey 

prohib i ting any state cc!npany fre m bidd i ng on the proj ect. '!'he 

,': '~:';;:')'h'~ ""{;,~": :" 
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a.stute r e sident s of U!chigan ha.ti enf-I,o t ed thi s si;ai.lltei:)ec D.use 

'they had noted 'chat during the c a na l e r a puoli o o fl ic i <.lls . in 

Bome instanoes , 'hEl,''l nmlot thei r 3tD,tea i n t'lle oonnt;r'llc iiOl1 0 

i nt e:i.'l1al improvGlno:ntn. Thel'e wa.G to bo no repetition of 'I;hia 

oomLi tion in J.U.o.;)igau. lowcvar . there ':]8.S no·tM.ng to prevent 

Miohigc.J.n men i'r orJ ho _ding stook in t he Ue\;r 'lo rk oOblJhlny ond 

1 t i3 no'); otl'ange t hat the heavi est shi p o'')ne::u or ille day , the 

\'J aros , s hould be :Zound l iberally :represeIlt~d ~n the call3.l co 

pany. 

' lu Uding 'th3 canal proved (."1. Be.rouleau tasi~ . Tile pro j ect 

was; as Clay ha.d 1nd i t:w:ted , "beyond the reucteat settlernen'j; in 

t he United 3t a tes rt • .{l!n to do the work would have to 'be b rought 

in f rom great ai s tan~es. Tools a..'ld m:'chiueI'Y retiuirf'd on the 

j ob would ilaVe to be cncie:r6d and manuf actured el sewhere. I t 

l'equ1r~;cl s ix ~veekt: for 8. l etter to rea.ch ·th,] cOl'ilpany offin e s i n 

New Ynk and r{3 turll. -Drill ing in t he hard stone had to be done 

by hand. lel'e indeed wa s no s imple t ask but 1 t nne oue f rom 

Which the pioneer s di d notsnl'ink. To Cbarles T. Harvel, vrho 

knew somc;t h1ng a.bou t c anals and who \ms at t he tirne a store 

keeper in t he lifortb, went the job of supervising t he \Vork_ 

Two t hou eand recent :1rnr1l1ttrants wel'e b rought to t he oanal zone. 

The wlnt.ars we r e h~rd , the t emperature at times dropping to 

thlrty~f1ye degrees bel~ zero, ! dem10 of cholera in 1854 

took So toll of t en percent of the tl olokers" A strike dela.yed 

the wo~k . But de3pite all tlU'ficul t lcs , u.~de r the d ireot 

and energetio l ;:;adexehl p of HSl'vey , tho oano.l W'uG completed. 

1th1n 'twenty- two months. Gltohee Gwneel'lad been j oi ned to the 

.. . 1.':~~ ~':".h':: '::,{;",,::. ~.: 
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lower l akes. The pioneer had scored a.gain.> 17 

17. A f i ne d esc l'i '0 tion of t h::: conS-:- l'tlc t1 on. of t he c 3nal i s 
found in Ral ph D. \Vlll1ame, op .. c&t •• 129 et~ seq;e 

---~----'---------.-' ----------------...,.~ 

Tho con s"" rac t l cn o . 'c-mal h~.d Pl 'ov '1ld a l U01'2,tive btl 

lues:; f or e:r Tl1e Wp.rd !'9M ."':l r- oon v -r yed t he rue,n~r 

n €,-.;ded 'vorkel 'Go t o t he Sault. o e.r !' i ed "!l"'ch 1nery and 

"te r i al ::; 'to the j ob . V'a:rc. r~bouses pr ovided WJch of t he f ood 

and olothi ng pUl'ohe.' i n the r 1tlorou s wi n t er olirlle b y t he 

or ker's . (J~ptQ.in "~:::,d ';'9.$ !naJ::1ng ' e ha'1dsame n rofi t and rb~t 

"as of even great er i mport ance , he \'las l ea rning t he me't bode of 

B 1~ Busi n ess ';;hich he s one c.s.y t o apply t o hi s ot her enter-

prisos . 

en April 19 , 1855,. Stor ekeeper Har vey, who by hie per­

sistence had he l d ttl.e men t oge t he r and s een t he t a sk t hrough,. 

opened t he oluloe ga t es t o t he outer cof f erdam on Lake SUper ior . 

Tl~a \'Jard ~teame l' 4a-d1119&', c a:r:ry1ng one hundr ed and thirty t wo 

t ons of i ron 01'6 , p9.GGcd i nto t he locks anc wa s t he fi r s t 

veseel t o .'be low€},eo. S.nto t.ake Huron by Via,Y of the oe.nal . The 

BF ;a e t he fir s t to pass from Lake 

Hu.I'on to take t\uperior. 18 

18.. Ibid. 

The Srol1t Ste. Marie oanal wa s e.en at tha t time the 

l a rgest i n t he world. I t ~H'te conatl"uoted a t oo st of 

~999t802. 4a. or n~arly twioe the ~motmt · sta t ed in t he origi nal 

e 9t 1mo:::t~. Dba!' Br ook hf.l,n ~ord03d tha t t he grea t cost 

of bui I d i ng t he canal would d e l ay t he work. It wes fo:r. t h i r 

r ea sl.,n t ha 't, h e had argued , in favor of smaller 1001:. Yet I'I!I'bat 

" ... :",', ::"·:'''l."":'~ " '{,;';", :'.' 
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t his E:l. o'tut e bU(lint~ssl!1an con oi <i.e:fcCl ~n over,size Oti.nal ill 1&5'" 

I'ov~ci t tJ l 'th.i n a ve 'J.:Y shor t t i 116 t to b e t oo soa11 fo :£' h io ovm 

1 i n 6 o:f boa 'Co." his g l 'oat Ol'e boats could no '~ b e t akel1 t L:?Ol1gh 

'h~ n G..r::otr and ono:.:t lock ,and t 'b eI' V:uro 1 1:$ found . i n 1(:70, urgi~ 

..;. .. ·,ul;::.l'&;;i'"1g 0 :: '~ht. C <.1lh1.1 • eG a-USG t:L:o. ... r !c JlO\~ wc.:rrant (;G. it , 

t he CToVe!1tocnt heei t a t ed no longe • • he 1I1'emotest se 'i;tl omeHt 

i ll the Un i t ed ~~ta.tes ll had b c..c om gl'ca:t.e st wa:tel'way in the 

'"" orlU . The dcpJ.:;h, of tlw c anal lI"aS s i xteen eat , 

nnd i W:O l'ovcuents cos ting more ;than t wi oe t he original 6:il'(J6ndi tilre , 

l!8 l"S uuc.; ertQken . l!ven then , a.s t he s ize of boats e.nd. the tl>aff 1.o 

iucreaoed t t h l-3 c a.nul uas f ound too small ;an:l on "three 1at(; r 

oecc-aiona enla:rgements and add ! t ions -'; Cl'O ra3.de.. 1 
--...-...-- - -
19. Edward Channing , Th~ Sto;£y 2i. t ho GI'§tlt LDlce_? 362 e t . s eo. 

bO it carne to pa~s th~t t ho de si r o of the pioneer to 

popul~t0 a U, EM country , the g:rca 't Xi 8hing :tbdu stl'Y 'of Lnk 
~.i 

... u p e 1'i OT , end the Ci 13COV01"i of CcppCl' a.nd i r on in t he Ur.:ocr 

eninsula , ga.ve to the \'lorld i t s la.rge c anal . In 1852 a. 

~: a:rd boat had carr i ed five hal'rel s of or.e down the la-lees and 

i t s Capt a i n hrA t t ought t ha't l 'opor t allt. The I l l i nois , when i t 

made t he fi rst trip t hrough t h e locke , car"l" i (>d one hund r ed and 

th1rty- tw-o j;CTl'!'L -'::'2d tha.t had b een t hought l rnpo:rtant,. Yet 

Jlrln{!. t he World ' War 91zty mil1i~n tons e ye:!.1' '3ere o~r:r i ~ .... 
I .. 

t hrough o.,d t he gl' eu t II l'sd bellies " could tra nsport, on' one 

t r i p . as [moil a s mel ve t housand t ons of ore t f e l' ~ore than tLe 

compl e ~ e t Clll".I.a.ge of t he Ward ship s of a n earl :lel' <1ay .. 20 

20. non~.1d Wl 1bel m,Tbe St orZ' 0,1 St e,el,Z9 ; Harold Fa.ulkner. 
Arueriew EOQllQtqiCHi stOl:X, '"6il~, ~ 

, 

~ :,..:,t _), '" '. ';,r'. ,-,' 



Chapter VII 

A' OHANGING iCONOMY 

Samuel Ward had come to the Mi ddle West because he believed 

in it s future. Eber Brook Wa.rd,who grew up on the banks of 

the St. Ol a.ir, came to hold the same belief. When, as a. oabin 

boy, he sa iled on a ship tha t bore t he name of that river from 

Green Bay 1n Wisconsin to New York 01 ty by way of t he Erie Oanal , 

the fi rs t through boat to make that pas sage , he saw thrl ving 

little hamlets nes tled a.t great, intervals along the shore. A 

few hundred people here, a few more a hundred mUes f arther on, 

wit h vas t stretohes of wllderness between,.. such was the settle .. 

ment of the Great Lakes s tates. With the Opening of the oanal, 

Samuel Ward's boats began to oarry hundreds of new residents to 

even the r emotest pOints. Fa.rming communities made their appear­

ance throughout ' the .Mi ddle West. Michigan and Wisoonsin beoame 

the bread basket of the Nation. Milwaukee , Ohicago and Detroit 

grew into important wheat oenters from whiOh the Ward boats 

oarried huge ca rgoes of the grain t o ea stern ports. 

As was a.lways the oase in a new oountry t life was hard 

for the p ioneer ff the Mi ddle West. The farmer, after the 

tedious task of clea ring his land, reoeived litt le for his _orop. ;; 

He had no mone,,., raised what he need.ed, could buy only sparingly 

from the East., Tbe Ward boats. heavily laden on their trips 

down the lakes.. returned wi th almost empty hOl ds.. Of manufacturing 

_ 88 _ 
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there was 11 ttle in the great Mi ddle West. Home manufacture. 

abounded, the settlers making only what t hey and t heir ne i ghbors 

required in t heir da.ily life. And beoause the re was no money; 

barter prevailed. 

The opening of the Erie Canal brought on major changes 

in the country. Primary manufac ture developed along the shore. 

Whea t was milled into f l our beoause '1 t cost less to ship and 

beo au ,se 1 t b r ought a. gr ea ter r e turn on the Ea stern ma.rket. 

Lumber mlilsmade thei r appe r ane e f or the same rea sons. But. 

beyond t ba t point manufac tur e d i d not go.. No industrial towns 

developed. The settler oontinued to depend up on the industries 

of the upper Hudson and MQlthawk valleys. 1 , 

1. Victor S. Cl ark. lji s torY 2.t Msmufaptu;re .m the Uni~ed 
s t a t es. 1.347. . 

The Q.pening of the sault ,s te. Marie canal, and the demand 

for raw mat eria.is in the East, gave. to the lUddle West the 

func·tlon of ass embling t ,he gr a in and t he l umbe r and the pre of 

the r eglon. But indUs try was l e.ft to the country to the east .. 

Eber Brook Ward, as maste,,r of his01Vn, shlps, sa Ued to 

every har bor on t he Great Lake.; knew intimately eaoh of the 

many ,small communi U.es; He recognized tha t the lif e of the 

pioneer would be d1ffloul t as long as f arming r emained the only 

ocoupation. But, reasoned. the youn,g capt a in, if . industry C!)ould 

be established 1n the eommunltiee fl.long the shore, 1t a mar!Cet 

for f arm produota could be developed ·sl.multaneously with a 

market for manufa.ctur ed goods, :then the Mi ddle West would a.ttain 

a degree of ·selt-suff ioiency, Thel'e would be greater prosperity 

for both f a rmers and workers. A higher standard of living would 

.... '.:'>.~.:;:-;.).b .; ""{'.r:':: ~ . .' 
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r eeul t. Eber Ward noted that the f arme·rs . were jea.lous of the 

Eastern manufacturers, looked w1thdleapproval upon the workers 

who were earning a llleagre, tbough def1nl te, da11y wage. The 

f armer was never ,oertain of what his orop , tf any, would 'br1ng 

on the mal"ket" The worker ~a.s assured. of hlsdal1y wage. 8Q 

the canadien born westerner, who was already known as the first 

millionaire of the M1ddle Vlest,. went up and down the ooast line 

preaching his doctrine of self-suff ioienoy. To a group of 

f armers in Cleveland he sa.id: 

• 

'''It is folly for one 01a88to try and 
stand alone. or to look upon the other 
with j ealousy. We depend upon each 
other. Fa rms or faotories only thrive 
best when they are near eaoh . othe,r " so 
tbat they can help each other easier. 
They are na tural al11es. Diversified 
industry, 1s the ' Manifest DestIny' of 
t he Northwest, and t hus the f armer ,,111 
partake of the oommon prosperity. It a 

KS. Burton Colleotion • 

8u.oh wa.s the philosophy of Eber Brook Ward, suoh his 1n ... 

terpreta t10n of Manifest Destiny. ou.t t here in the wl1dernese 

of the MI ddle West,. he :foresaw bugemanufaoturi,ng plants, 

industries that would produoeoQmmodttlee ·tbat the f ar mers would 

be able to purcha.se beoause they .• in turn, would have found a 

market for their produots among the Vlorkers in the faotories .. 

But deapl te his efforts., Ebex: Wa.rd had 11 'title Sl1Coe es in b r i nging 

others to see his Vision. Even the Cbo11 War wi tb the resut taut 

boom in lndUstl'1, had. little effeot upon the Great La.kes s t a tes. 

They oontinued to fa.rm, left manufacture to the Eas·t. 

Speaking before the Iron and St eel Assoo1a t .ion in August 

of 1865. Eber Ward graspe~ tbe opportunity to 'bring his vision 

" """::.l'>":!": ';' 
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:fbr the West before the many industrialists assembl ed at the eon ... 

vent1on~ The shipper had already become the manufacturer and 

he urged others to follow his lead. He pointed out that 

"The great Northwest has proolaimed herse~f 
a power in this Na.tion, and .1 believe that 
many of the owners of thousands of factories 
in the East w1ll , in time, f .lnd 1 t to the,ir 
interests to move part of t he1r oapital . to 
po1n t s west even of the Lakes and the Miss­
ledppt, where they will find cheaper land 
and a more ready market than they now bave. 1t 3 

3. MS. BUrton Collection. 

But try as he would ,; Eber Brook Ward could bring no 

Eastern business to his favored Middle \Vest. tn hiB vi s ion 

he was far ahead of his time. He could nQt hope to b,a listened 

to deapi te the fact tha t he was becomi ng more and more a f f luent 

due to the f ac,t that he was follOWing his own preaoh1ngs. 

Atter the death of h1e Unole, Samuel , 11ber Brock \"lard was 

l eft much to hi s own dicta.tes. No longer had he s" good and 

trusted "friend w.lth whom he c ould discuss every. venture. Tbe 

year afte:r he came into full 001'1tr01 ·of the shipping business 

a double tragedY' be·fel.l the still young Ca.pta.in. In Ma rch of 
• 

1855. Elizabeth Lamber son Ward, wif e of Samuel t who bad b een 

the only mother tha t Eber had eVer known, died ;a.nd 'in June of 

the s ame year, h1s father; more recently r e ti r ed to wbat was 

now Marine 01ty; . also passed away. Only his , slater E~ilY t who 

bad grown 1nto a f1ne , atrong-mlnded woman, remained. Beoause 

~er Ward wa.s ma.ki ng his home in Ma rine 01 t1., be a~ked 'his 

s ister to r e turn to that city, a request witb wh19h ahe gladly , ' 

oomplied-. A relationship of mutual oooperation and ~elpfulnea8 
develG'ped which was toeffeot thel.1.vea not only of 'Prother and 

, ' 

',,,. ~ :''':~.-!:; ': 
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111'.1' but 6t the, entire communi ty al well. 

After the dea th ot bel' mother, Emi l y Ward was forced, at 

t he age ot eleven, to assume tUll ' Qontrol ot all household 

duties. She reared her lUsters, Salli,e and Abbi e. and beoau8e 

ehe came to love Ohl1d:ren,ahe was always leek1ng to a id all 

YOUli.gstera who m1ght find themlelvel 1n a a1 tuat10n 81milar to 

t he one shc 'had ' tound herlelf 1n atter burying her mother ln 

the w1lderness ot Pennsylvania. When Sally and Abble ma.rrled. 

Endly, J;"eleaaed from her dutie8, kept hou8e tor berta ther 1n 

the lighthouse at 1301s, Blanc. But now all that "a,s over and 

the ever ... ao1ilve Em11y yearned for a tohool at whioh abe oould 

train untortunate youngsters. When both ot her allters dled, 

leavlng large te.m1l1es, 1t .&8 but natural that Eml1y; soon to 

beoome mown &s -Aunt Emily· by all. should a8sume the du111e8 

or rEds1ng her 81ster8' ch1ldren. " 

4. Prank MoElrC1,H\,ton 9/., Marine City. MS. Burton O.olleotlon. 

Iber Brook Wardt hapP1 to have Ms one lurTlvtng 818ter 

neflol" h1m at Marlne C1t" wal happy too that 8he desired to oare 

for t tle orphaned oh1ldren. He brought them all to 14&1"lne Oit1 

and deolared to Em11yt 

'Draw upon me r ,or anything you need tor 
thelr maintenanoe 'beoauae 10ugot the 
hardeet part 'or the bargain when you 
ottered to raile t.elve or tbem .• " 5 

a, , Era11y WaN 'leatlmony. Owen vs. Pgtter. 111.,786. 

'.elye orphaned ohl1dren .ere not enough to keep "Aunt 

.111" oooup1e4. Mar1ne 01 t1 boasted no h1gh 80hool prlor to 

.. :.:"~ ~':'~.'!y; "{i"';':'~-: 
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t he Civil War. Emily Ward saw the need of such a school and 

talked the i dea ove r wi th her b r ot 'her. He t hought t ne i dea 

good and for hi m, to make up hIs mind s to ac t . An i mposing 

sOhoo~hou~e was bull t in Marine 01 ty. The f inest equipment 

tha t money c ould buy was brought f rom t he East. Charts , globes 

and ot he r teachi ng aids. common eDough t oday but seldom Been 

in sohooU u)uses of the Forti es f nere p rovided. A registered 

t eacher was hired and t he tlMarlne 01 ty Aoademy!t was ready to 

,~repare t he yo~mg people of t he community in literature and in 

the sOienc es , was r eady to prepare t hem for oollege. 6 

6. A desoription of the school may be found in bIre. George N. 
Jones, rt Events in the Life of Q Unique ~ljoman" in Mlchlea 
Pione$(~ Cq;pgct\'OQi XXXVIII,581-589 . 

Emily Ward dld not thi'nk t hat the sohool should, be 

entirely free to all child ren ·although she agreed wl,h, her 

brotber tha.t those who were worthy ana who oould not; pa" , were 
" \ '\ ' 

, . \ ' . 

to be adm! t ted. All others were to pay an annual tul:tiOI1\ .fee , il' , 

of thr' ee dollars with an add 1 tional twenty . ... fi ve cen't \~~' a1'. ge it 
, ~ I \. \ ' 
,j ,i:\. 

the stu~ ent undertook the study of languages. The sqpo '. p roved 
\ \ \ 

1. " pOpula r. It fill ed a need .in the st. C1a1 r Fla tsand ! , boon\~ 
addi tion was built. Al ways remembering the plight i o~ her ,~~ 

I I \ ~ famil1, Aunt Emily raised at least four teen Ohlldl',eIli
i
)from o~ Id .. 

, I,· \ It 
hood to ma turity and aided 600res of others, all rie~dy; !,WhO 'p'ame 

' I \ \' 
to her a ttention. And Eber Brock Ward, likewise r.embeting i ' 

';, \ 

his youth" was happy to provide the fUnds whloh ~~ : si~~terr8 \ 

enterprise required, was happY', ' too, that he C01,~i.1i ~l~. ~\ these \, 
I 1 i, \\. I 

young people profItable employment in his ente:frls~" a~ter they 
I I I \ 

had oomple ted t heir sc hooling. : ! 
/ : 

,I , 
I 

I 

/~/t; 

/ 
,:. :;:"-t': 'i ""{i,~':' ~" 
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The story ls, told. Of a day w~entwo small, l'agged and 

dl~ty boys came to Aunt Emily and sa id, If Aun.t .Emily"you tate 

in ,all good ohi,l dren, I wi ·sh you would t ake me." Emily Ward 

took them ,In, gave t hem schoolS-ng and lOne of the brothers l a ter 

b0caJDe manager of the Ward MilwClukee roll lng mlll,while the other 

s.erved in Cdl~res8 'for many years as a representative f rom t he 

Fourth \V1 soone,1n ]l)1.9t riot. Postl1last e r Genera.l Diokinson was 

one of "Aunt Eml1yl's boyaft • as were soores of others who were ; 

at a l a ter period , to l ea'V'e thelr mark upon the Mi ddle west .. 

All ViI,ere givens. thorough edUcatIon, those wbo showed aptitude 

ere sent t .o coll ege, none wer·s out adrU't atter graduation. 

Em1ly Ward and her b rother arTanged to place each tn the type 

of work tor which h e had prepa red and there were instances where 

graduates who had distlnguished themselTes were given homes 

upon graduation or sums of money r ang1ng a s high !:I.s £1 ve thousand 

dollars. 7 

7. QUi mby Papert:h 

Emily Ward had found her mission among unf ortunate ohildren 

and her devotion to that mission was earnes.t and unvarying. She 

supervised e.ery detail of her school, leaving only the aotual 

instruction to the registered teacher whose salary was being 

paid by Eb er ward. She was physioian, nurse and oounselor to 

the ohildren,and she always appeared to have ample time to t ake 

on new duties. It was fi ttlngly remarked by one of the good 

citizens of Marine City that Aunt Emily ,"had oharge of the 

sobool mast er , the SOhool house and the pupil.. She was a 

Board of Eduoation ot one, with orig~nal and a.ppel ate jurisdiotion". 

8. Mrs. George N. Jones. 0D. 01 t. , XXXVIII, 587. t 

.·.'·· .. ·~:.,::~;h·; ... ,{,).~, ~.' 





- 95 _ 

The wildernes s · had l e·:f' t 1 t s mark upon Emily Ward.. The 

pioneer had Ii t t la time for leisure. had time only to grub and 

t oll f or an exi stenoe. Self-disoipline wa.s essent ial to 

existenoe. So it was not strange t hat t he Marine Otty school 

mistress should demand oomplete obedienoe , good oonduot and 

auperior effor t from bel' charges. Nor was it strange t hat she 

oonsidered play a waeta of time. Play had never been apar t of 

her 11fe. As foster mother to the fami l y a t the age of nine, 

work had f illed he revery \vakl ng moment and work , she felt . 

had done her wch good. Others shQuld ha.ve similar exper ienoes. 

It would make of them better Am, ricatl citi zens, If one of her 

charges f1'1 tted away time, if "ldle play" beoa.me part of t he 

da.y's act1Vlty. then Emlly Ward. would 'ake the offender to the 

onion bed or to the strawberry patoh, or perhape even to t he 

woodu>ile . where a laconic sermon on theevll s of' i dl ene ss 'R'ould 

follow, and the Serl'llOn would be duly i mpressed by the a ssignment 

of a not too simple t ask. 9 

9. It Aunt Emily Ward fl , Obituar y notice,Michigan Plone§l' Col-
1eoUon. XXI,367 .. 370_ ... 

It 1s a. tribute to her met hods that all of her young l adi es and 

young men , e.apaeially t hose whom sbe took in at an ea.r1y age 

and r a.i sed within her own household. ultimately beo8.li.le persona 

of note 1n t he na t1on. 

For t.enty years Emily Ward conducted her Maxine 01 t r. 

Aoademy and. IDler Ward cheerfully pai ¢. the bills. But managi ng 

her household and running her sohool di d not prov~ Buf f i oi ent , 

to keep this ene r getic woman bu~~. She took a keen interest 
. '( 

in all of her brother' s bv.s1neB·~ affairs ,and gradually, Ebe r 

. -,.' ... :. :"';')-'!' ;-' . ,.~: .... '~. ~., 
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Brock Ward came to rely more and more upon her judgment . And 

well that mi ght be for on many oooasions she saved her younger 

brother from maki ng serious mistakes in his bUsiness undertakings. 

During the early Marine Oi ty days ,Eber Ward, who al wa.ys believed 

in diversified interests. determined to make land speoulation 

a side~lne to his shippi ng bus1ness. Over the ob j eotions of 

his s ister, he purchased a l ar ge tract of land which he f elt 

would appr eciate in value. He guessed wrong and 1n later lif e 

the Capt a1n would often rel ate t hat 

"It was against Aunt Emily's advioe that 
I went i nto t hat land speculation. I 
wish I had not put ml money into it. I l ost 
$20 t ooo on the deal. 10 

10. Quimby Papers 

So keen a business woman did Emily Ward prove herself 

that she soon beoame an integr al )art of the Ward shipping 

enterpri ses. On the main street of rine City stood a l a rge 

building b earing the sign, "Ward's General store". Here was 

the warehouse in whioh muoh of the merohandl ,ss oarri ed by the 

Ward boats was prepar~d and stored,and here, too, were the 

orkshops where the many fitt1ngs and f urnishi ngs for the Ward 

boate wer e made. In a l arge off ioe on the seoond floor of this 

build1ng. Emily Ward and a group of helpers held full sway .• 

The interiors of the Ward line ves els were planned ,and , in 

t he early days,ourta ins and other furni shings were made by 

Aunt Emi l y and her helpera. Marine Oity grew to a population 

of· twenty-five hundred,and it 1s s ai d t hat most of the em­

ployabl es in the town were working for Eber Brook Ward anel h1s 

sister. Aunt Emily took her profits 1n stook of the Ward boata, 
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and wi thin a short time became wea.l thy in her own right ', 11 

11, 'Mr s " tieorge N. Jones, 211.ci t ,. ,588. 

It appeared that Emily Ward knew 8.s muoh about the wide 

r ami f ica tions of her brother's business as did the Oaptain 

himself. The brother discussed a.ll of his business ventures 

wi th his' sister a,nd she kept Informed, too, it was sa id, 

"bec au s e di f f e r ent men and clerke employed by Ward took pains 

to le t her know" , 12 

1 2, Ma.ry Brindle Te s timony, Owen. vs. Pgttet, 1536. 

Be that a s it may, Oaptain Ward always att ributed muoh 'of his 

sucoess t o t he foresight and p rudenoe of his sister and it 

appears tbat Aunt :Emily was ent.lrely justified when she wrote 

after the Oaptain's death , " I feel t hat I am the only living 

person who a.ssisted in the accumula tion of the estate". 13 

13. Letter from Eml1y Ward to Orrin W, Potter, January 5,1877, 
QUimby papers. 

Emily Ward never married ,not , as she often 'said with a 

ooy toss of her head, because she "didn't have any chanoee lf, 

'but because she 'was It too bUsy to think of matrimony4t , She 

was large and manly in appea r anoe. with sharp featUres and 

reddish hall'. She dominated every situation in which she found 

hereelt"and wa s as fre e in a. oounoil of men d i scus sing i mportant 

business mat ters as she was in h er own kitohen , whlch , lnoldent:ally 

she en30yed as much. She wa.s the produot of pioneer days, the 

woman who had to meet life 1n the r aw and who met it effeotive1y • 

. ' :.;,' ;~···"t"'i·~ 
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During his t wenty years 1n Marine, Clty, Eber Brook Ward 

was steadily expanding his bUslnessinterests and. a s a result, 

was spending les s and less time in t he port whloh his uno1e had 

f ounded. He had moved his family: to a new, beautiful home on 

Fort Street in DetroIt, and he longed to have his s ister near 

him for he felt the need of her counsel In his many activities. 

He felt, too, that lJIarine Otty had now grown t o the point where 

1 t could and s hould support 1 ta own hi gh sohool. In 1865 Ern,l1y 

Ward 'i!loved to Detro1 t) where her brother had built a fine home 

fo r her direotly across the 'street from h1sown mansion. The 

Marine Oi ty Aoademy ,,-grounds , buildings, equipment, and teachers ~ 

was transferred to the 01 ty author! tie.s and oon tinued to be 

operat ed by them. Today a fine new high sohool stands on the 

eamespot where Aunt Emily's sohool had first been ereoted)and 

tha t firs t school i s still in use as a store and warehouse a t 

the corner of Main and St. Olair Stree ts. 14 

14. As rela ted to t he author by Mrs . Quimby, Mt:lrine Oi ty. 

So Emily Ward moved from the small town atmosphere of 

Marine 01 ty to the rapidly growing :'i!letropo11 tan district 0·'£ 

Detroit; there to carryon her varied aot1v1tl~., most of 

them '$on the 1~terests of and on behalf of her active brother. 

After a full life of 88"ioe, this marvelous woman, who i s stUl 

fondly I' emembered 'by r e sidents of Marine 01 ty and by t he many 

whom she helped t hrough sohool and in life, died in Detr oit 

1n August of 1891 at the age of eighty-th1"ee. She lived to eee 

the empire whloh her b r other had f,o\mded and in whioh she had 

b een so intimately 1nvolved, grow into g1gantio oorporations. 

":":>:"-:";";" "'?.;~". ~.' 
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UJSP,:jAJNI1 J LL~n('jMVaIb~ 1 

During those Marine 01ty days, when Eb er Brook Ward had 

come to be reoogni.zed as t he greatest .shipping magnate of t he 

inland l akes, he pondered t he :future· of his busi ness. Hewas 

the owner ,of the largest n eet of vessels .then in exIstence; he 

possessed the l argest boats; he was enjoying a. monopoly of both 

t he freight. and pas senger business on t he Great Lakes. He 

was several tImes a mUl l onall'e. And stl11he pondered. Money 

had nev~r been his aim. Power be sought • . uti l ized to the 

full est extent .• and enjoyed. As he pondered on the fUture) he 

saw t ha t conditions in the Mi ddle West were ohanging. More 

settlers bad. come into the o oun try and the "Iron Horse lf , of 

whioh he had heard so muoh in hIs younger days ,. was now cutting 

acros s his territory. The r ailroads were coming into Ohto, 

1nto Indiana., into M1ohigan. They were taking traffio away 

from the Ward boats. True. ' be bad met the ohallenge when he 

made the Miohigan Central virtually dependent upon his ships 

by oontrolling the bUsiness at both tsrminals of t he line"but 

now the roads were building around the southern end of Lake 

Miohigan, were extending to Ohio ago and even to U11wauk·ee, and 

ere long t hey would be Independentof the Wa.rd line. It a.ppeared. 

to the ,bipping king that the d a.ys of the lake carriers were 

numbered. Tbe speedier r a ilroads, he felt, would soon monopolize 

the freight whioh his boats had been oa.rrylng. 

In this p erIOd p rior to the CIvil War, Eber Brook Ward 

could easily have disposed of his many vessels p.nd could have 

retired on the profits whioh he had made. But Oaptaln Ward was 

not the type of man who would re tire at the age 01 fift". He 
i 

was a bullder,and he would oontinue to build a9 lon~ ";as his 
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health permitted.. It Nas 1n 1856 t hat hiB sl s t er u rged him to 

1thdraw from business but, while her inf luenc e upon her b rother 

was g r eat. 1n. t his ma t t er she oounted not at all. "'No" . saId 

Eber Ward. "1 want to oarry on a s long-as I oan and when I 

oan' t anymore, well, t hen I am r eady to die. If 15 

15. As told to the author by Mrs. (.:tulmby, ldar ine 01 ty. 

If the railr oads wer e t o d rive hls ·sbips from the l akes 

t hen the as tute oapt a in would simply be forced to engage in 

some other f orm of enterprise. The Mi ddle West, he had a l ways' 

mainta ined ,. was the plaoe for lndustX'Y. 15.anuf'QCture would de ... 

velop the entire sectlon, would destl"oy its dependence upon 

agrioulture, would bring a.bout a more b alanoed econonry.Only 

'Very few industrialists h arl heeded him. Industry was still 

looat ed on the eastern seaboa rd. Well enough. Eb er Ward 

would build industries 1n the Mi ddle West, would prove to those 

who would not hear that his advioe bad been 8OUnd~ 

During his long yeare on the Great Lake8"this shipping 

tycoon bad: surrounded himself with a large g roup of trustworthy 

men for 1 twas oharacteristio of Eber Brook Ward that . he, knew 

men , mew where he would find loyalty I Imetr tbat 8t'rq~gmen 
. " ; \ ' 

would make him even stronger. So ,there were those , ·at'r.t;,ng 
, .l 

c aptains of his l a r gest steamer. 8,. c ap. t. ains o.lement. ',: ?~~~~~r1ch , . :\\\ 
and S hit •• Pabst: there was J .. J . Hagerman. purser f6~ -tl, ', ' line", 

\~ '\ , 
and. there were, perhaps above all, William H. Bron~ori "l~d -

, ,\ r \ 
Tubal O.Owen. who had been his conf i dential 8eoreta~'e) \or 

many years. Strong meD all. men who knew the Midd~e \~~~~ ~ 
• 1.\ " 

men whose loyalty bad made Eber Ward the foremost .~n<iil"'aaal 
, . 

,,( , 
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in this new countrY4 

onepay Eber BrQCk Wa.rd c alled them all togetber. He told 

them t hat economio conditions were Changing, tbat thesblpping 

bus1nesswae t hen a t its h1gh t.ide and that 1 ts future was 

unoerta.in, that it would be neoessary to brancb out into otber 

business enterpr," ses. Tbe man were shocked. The boats were 

making money., Why the feai'? The ra.11roads had made 80"e in­

roads, 1es, but additional business. picked up in other quarters, 

bad more than offset the 10a8. The se men who bad t he greatest 

oonfidenoe tn Oa:pt aln Ward, who bad always followed his wi ebe8 

and wbo bad found that it paid them well. could not fa.thom his 

reasoning. Espeo ial1y contradiotory was Capt ain GoOdrich. He 

knew nothing of industry. He was ·f1 rst of all a sailor and 

e~p8, sai d he, would satl tbe Great. Lakes. t hrough all t he ages. 

To oontradiot Eber Broc~ Ward .as to oourt a storm. Wi th 

his bands olasped tightly behind his back, with a steely glint 

in his oold blue eye8, the master of the lakes eeemedto look 

right through his cap tain.. "If that is your belief ," sa id his 

oold, oaloula ting voloe, It"hy don tt you buy tbe line. II 16 

16. Quimby Papers. 

Goodrioh did. Right ther e and t~en many of the Ward passenger 

steamers became the Goodrioh s teamsbip Llne" a line of fine 

vessels that sailed and prospered on the Great L&kes for many 

years to oome. The others in the group stood by Eber Ward. 

They would sail the r emainder o~ the boats as long ~s he desired, 

would go into other e.nterprl ses wben he thought the time ripe., 

Because he felt that the shipping busine ss had reached 

.,:··:\;~.:-:-~-t·;.; '·'F<.:::~·· 
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its peak and beoauae he desired to keep his mil lions active. 

Eber Brook Ward wa s forced to seek other fields of endeavor. 

He already hIMl substantial holdings in several of the mines 

in the Upper Peninsula. But tha t alone did not sui t him. He 

wanted manufacturing enterprises t ha.t would creat'e new narkets 

a.nd that would 'br i ng. prosper ity and plenty to his f avored Mi ddle 

Ves t.. Of t en did he dr eam t h is dream. Indust ry tha t would employ 

thousands, t hat would be h i s i deal. , He wrot~ a s much on a scrap 

of paper t hat has been prese rved. The r411road8 .ere taking 

his freight. The boats were too slow, were forced to take the 

longe st route be·tween .two distant points. Vessels employed 

few people, were no reason for new settlers coming into t he 

countr y. Industxy was the solution. So wrote EberWa r d on 

July 8 .• 1848, at a time when his shipping line was ma.king him 

a millionaire , at a. time when others had no fear of the ever 

advanoing r ailroads. 17 

17. Ward MS. ,Burton Collection. 

Since he already owned an interest in mines· it was 

natural that he s hould think fi r st of indUstry whioh was ' 

oonneoted with thi s r a.w materlal~ Eber ~rook: Wa rd dec i ded to 

go into the iron business. He would build huge iron works 

on the shores of hi s beloved lakes. · And slnt,e the · railroads 

\Ve!'e taking the bUsiness from bis lake steamers, he wOUld 

make produots, that the railroads ~ould have· to buy. fte 

would e rect factories for the manufacture of iron rails and 

he would lnstall machinery on whioh iron rails already in use 

could be rerolled. Better yet. he wOUld build railroads of h~ 
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own and he would build them in the Middle \'Jest to oarry the 

produots f rom the farms to the industrial oenters a.long ,the 

lakee. It was cha r aoteristio of this industrial gentus that 

he held no ill will against the railroads. Their advent was 

meroly in ·s tep wi t h the march of time. Eber Brook Ward waa a. 

p roduot -of the .Middle West. He reoognized ohanging oondition., 

earltar than most men. Be acoepted p:rogrees,. kept s tep with 

progress.. ne had. shaped hie new course. He embarked upon 

'bhat o'ourse fI i th 11 t tle dela.y. , 

" \ 
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Chapter VIII 

AN lRO~STER EMERGES 

Towering furnaoes which could convert t he orude iron 

ore from the mines in the Upper Peninsula int o r ef i ned iron 

had not penetrated the Middl ·e West by the time Eber Brook Wa~ 

had decided to dispose of his shipping interests in order to 

devote his att ention to manufac ture. Furnaces along t he 

Atlantio seaboa rd ther e had been since oolonial daYs, furnaces 

which used the orude orea to be f ound in ad j oining neighborhoods 

and which r efin ed t hat ore with charcoal. In a l ater day those 

furnaces began to push westwa rdJand by 1840 BOllle iron was being 

ma.de in Pennsylvani a. and 1n easternOhl0. Local Ore was still 

being u sed; a.nd the Ward boats were bringing only small oar goes 

of are t hrough the s t. ).(ary", Falls Canal, cargoes t hat went 

to points beyond Detro.it, beyond Toledo, and b eyond Oleveland. 

No ore was belng unloaded at furnaces in t he Mi ddle . est. · There 

were no furnace s 1n the Mi ddle West. 1 

1. Vtctor S. Cl ark, op.ctt., 1,500 et seq. 

A f1rst cla ss furnace, during this period, coul d be Qu11 t 

for about fifty t housand dolla l's; would employ a hundred men, 

and would produce a t housand tons of high gr ade iron wi t hin a 

yea.t. TheI's were no corporati ons in the iron business in that 

~ 104 .. 
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day. Furnaces were owned by ind1 viduals, even as the vessels 

on tbe Great Lakes were owned by individuals. Iro~asters 

ereoted t heir furnaces and hoped that depreoiating ourrenoy, 

defaul t1ng banks, repeated panio e. would l eave them with some 

of their earnings intact. Very seldom did iroil,Jllasters become 

men of weal th. In the panios of 1831 and 1851 soores of 

furnaces were blown out, thetr owners s.eeklng other ol imes 

1n whioh to reha.b111.tate their fortunes. a 

2. Herbert N. Casson, '!'he Rqmanoe 2! steel , 3. 

It was 1n th1s uno ertain field that Eber Brock Wa.rd de­

cided to plunge. He knew nothing of iron, but. he had, known 

nothing of ships. Yet he had learned all there ·W6.S to know 

a.bout saillngo'!a.f t, had finally mastel'e~ the mysteries of the 

l a rgest steamers. He had learned well and had beoome the 

shipping k1ng of the Great LakeS. Now, ,!ith three million 

dollars reaH,zecl 1n the shipping business, he was ready to 

enter ; . the field of iron.: Here ,too, he would leam. He 

would t ake his old friends and associates into the new busines8 

and he would r ely upon his usual unfailing ability to secure 

f a1thful men whQ knew 1ron,as his a~etstants. It had already 

b een est ablished that Eber Brock Ward knew how to seleot his 

assooiates. 'Men whom he appolnt~ to pos1tions of responsibility 

always r esponded f a.ithfully •. always remained loyal.. always 

oontinued as friends of the great business genius even afte~ 

all business ties had been severed. So Oapta1n Ward. knowing 

noth~ng of iron" f eared not. He would hire those who knew what 

there was to know about iron. 
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The inadequacy of Amerioan iron production appalled Ward. 

The railroads, steadily building their iron web acrose t he 

country. required huge quanti ties of iron r alls but they were 

supplying their needs by importations ir,om English sources 

while great mine fields in nOr t hern Michigan and Minnesota 

were pe rmitted to lie undeveloped. SUch an inoonsistency the 

p ractical mindaf Eber Brook Ward could not fathom. He felt 

it to be his mission to brIng the ore fields of the North into 

t heir own. The ra.ilroads must oea.se purchasing t heir iron 

r a lls from l!."'ngland. Amerioan ore, smelted in America.n furnaces 

and rolled into rails in American mills should ~e utilized by 

Amerioan railroads. To a group of his a.ssociates, whom he 

was trying to intere st 1n iron refinery and iron mrtn\1fe..c,·t'llre, 

Captain Ward sa id in 1852: 

·You have iron ore of the finest quality, 
and send to England to 'buy r a.11 s so poor 
t hat no other market in the world wll1 ' 
take them" 'YOU l ;8.Y them down over the 
very mines where liea your own iron, 
wai tlng to be wrought by tl1e hands ot 
deoently paid and hopefUl Ame,rloan 
workmen. It 3 

3. Ward MS .. , BUrton Oollection. 

SUoh wa.s the Captain's logio ,suoh hi s r easoning. And 

beoause . such was his belief he started to do something about 

it at a time when others stood by and· did little more t han . 

l1eten.Thls new indUstrialist was dete~lned that American 

made r a ils should d rive the English product f rom the market. 

Men who heard him merely laughed. He might be a. fine sailor_ 

they told each 'other, but he knew nothing of iron. The English 

had oQntrolled the iron market through the ages. They would , 

" I:,;" , ;"-:".)"': '; : '...... . ~: 
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oontinue to, do eo <:'leapt te the master of the Great Lakes~ Yet 

many Of these same men lived to see the Ward propheoy come true. 

Twelve. mile s south of Detroit, in a heavily wooded area, 

the little village of Wyandotte had been a s topping place :ror 

Ward boats for lUany years., There was 11 ttle act! vi ty in 

Wyandott e in 1850. A few busines's houses deal t in gene r al 

merohandise and supplied the scant needs of the farme,re in the 

surrounding country"" It was in the ,summer of 1853 that 

Eber Brook Ward chanced to meet Philip Thurber with whom he 

had done Borns business in the 11 ttle village. Thurber had just 

retumed from the i ,ron country in the North, had, in faCt , 

brought several spec lmen from the mines. Ent us1astioal1y be 

displayed the se b efore the Oa.ptain who already meN wna t there 

was to know about the tron fields along the shores of Lake 

SUperior. Thurber thought Wyandotte would be a good place for 

a fumace. Eber Ward agreed with him. The 11 ttle village 

was on a direct 11ne for water .. bO'rDe Or e froll the north , 

there was ample timber su.! table for c.llarooal purposes , the 

railroads, then building through Obio, Indiana, Michi gan and 

Illinois would be potential cus tomers for the 1ron which might 

be refined at Wyandotte. 4 

4 ,. VanAlstyne Papers. 

It was the last fact which intrigued Eber Ward most. 

Merely making 1ron, with no market, might spell disaster. The 
~ 

railroads would have to be . eaned from their practic e of buying 

English iron. They would have to be taught to use the Amerioan 

product. SUch use wOuld mean greater pr.osperl ty for the ra11-
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roads as well a s for the entire oount ry. Tha t idea t he ol d 

ake c a.pt a in now pr oceeded t o sell to t he r a llroad men. He 

was already a director of the MIchigan Central, knew t he key 

men of t ha t organi zation well f r om t he days when hi s st eamer s 

were funot ioning as both the Eas t and t he West · t erml nal s of 

t ha t road. He f OWld U. Tracy Howe, treasur er of t he l i ne, 

r ec eptive to hi s pl an , f ound , likewi se, t hat R. lit . Rice, t he 

super 1nt endent , was i mpr essed.. With t hese two and wi t h Si l a s 

B. Holmes, St a.t e Trea.surer and weal thy dr y goods merc hant, and 

Will iam N. Carpent er, anot her weal t hy acquaint anoe, Ebe r Ward 

organized t he Eureka Iron Works 'on October 15 ,1~53. 5 

5. Ibid. 

The shl.pp1ng mas t e r of th~ Gr ea.t Lakes was l aunohed on the 

course 1IIthioh was to make hl m t he lron master of t he Mi ddle We st. 

'here to pl aoe t he proposed furnace was t he next qu estion. 

There wer e t hose who f avored Wyandott e, wh11 e others a rgued 

t bat t he furll~ .ceshould b e l ocat ed oioser t o the ore fields. 

They t hought Marquette a SUi t able location. Dar ius Webb , who 

knew about iron furnaces and upon whom Ward now depended for 

advioe a.nd counsel, wa s opposed to the Ma r quette idea . Two 

f urnac es were already loca ted in t hat region and both were 

finding it di f f icult to secure the needed worker and the 

requ1 red wood. Both were losing money. The wa.terways. froze 

a t an ea r l y date and the furnace s were p r ao tloall y isola t ed 

during the long wlnte;r months.. Eber Ward knew al l this and, 

sinoe he was t he controll ing genius of t he enterprise, Wyandotte 

beo ame the slte for tbe EUreka furnace • 

. ~;:'''-' ~ 
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A pal'Oel of l and , oons1sting of t wenty_two hundred acres 

ith a river fron tage of two mi l es and extending westward for 

a half mile , was purcha.sed for the sum of $44,000.. Ei ght een 

hundred a.c r es were denaely wooded, ample .,1 t was be l leved , to 

provide oharcoal for the operation of the f urnace f or many days 

to oome . The land not used for the f urnaoe yard Nas lai d out 

a s a. model town, with s treets a hundred feet wi de and with 

b eautiful, expansive lots where workingmen might build t heir 

homes. Two or three hundr ed dollars would suffice £·01' the 

purchase of a lot,and e plan wae arranged whereby the worker s 

CQuld build their homes by paying in oash t wenty percent of the 

over- all oost ,w1th t he rem&inder to be pa i d off in four annual 

ins tallments., (3 

6. Detro! t Dally Agye;;::Jii se.r, Ootober8,19S6. 

Today Wyandotte i s a. b eautiful city of homes, a." testimonial to 

the t arsigbt edness of Eber Brock Ward,who aSS\UDCO hi s pl ace as 

one of t he fir s t clty pl anners. 

Capt a in Wa rd had been reared 1n a.n a t mosphere of t emperance 

despi te . t he fac t t hat his whole life had b een spent in a section 

ot t he country' whe r e drinking was quite regul arly indulged in. 

His uncle had been a t eetotaler,and it was from him tha t he 

had learned abstinence. EVen life on the lakes ,. where s a ilors 

drank with a.bandon,. had not been able to swerve the capt a in 

from his course. He was never known to drink hard ,l 'l quor,but 
\, 

he was not aver se tohavlng hi s sa.ilOr s drink.. If '4rl~k'ing 
\ 

orkmen in the ~ot hold 
; '\ \ 

of the ship, it was entirely sati sfactory to the (~aptr~n. 

would make them be tte r sailors, better 

, \, 

\, 
\. 
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en, however , it came to V'orkers a t the new furnac e , Wnrd 

op~osed all drinking. He had spent muoh time in t he saloons 

of the wat e r fmont, and he knew that inebri ated men were ~f 

1i ttle u se a t work on the following day_ . Lost man-hour s due to 

intoxioants Ineant le lls pay for the workers, less f ood fOI' their 

families, less produotion f or the Wal'd f u 'r naoe. 

Under t he se oi roums t anoes 1 t was na tural tha t the oaptain 

cohould insert a clause in eaoh deed pr oh1bl ting for all tinle 

the establishment of any pl aoe in whioh liquor was to be sold. 

There Vler e to be no sa.loons in Wyandott e jus t a s a t a l a t e r 

period there were t o be none in l-lotth Chi cago , in Say View, 

and in Crystal 01 ty, t owns whioh Ward was t o build in oonneotion 

with hi s expand i ng lndu striee. 7 

7. VanAlstyne Papers; Also deeds on Ba y View and Crystal Oi ty 
property exa~lned by the author~ 

The Ward prohlb1 tion proviso prov ed ineffec tlve. At 

Ba y Vis. t he thirsty could go a short di s t anc e to Milwaukee and 

there slake t heir t hirst. At Crystal Ctty, on a Saturday night , 

there wa s a hee lr&. t o Festus ,only a. sho:rt d l s t anoe t o the west, 

whe r e t he saloons flou r ished" yandotte soon h.'!\d 1 ts Sebastopol, 

to which pl ace It every evening t he long p rooeesion of thirs ty 

souls would b e seen ~olng to have their li~es saved" . 8 

8 . VanAlst me Papers. 

The town having been l a i d out. work on t he construction 

of the furnaoe proceeded without delay. The s lte selected for 

the furnace was an old Indian burial ground,and VanAlstyne, 

who was l a ter to b eoome president of the company, rela tes t ha t: 

. ";"" ~ 3":'),1:': '; ... '{,,...;.:. ~.' 
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"whon exca.va tions Ylere being made for 
foundations for the furnac es 1 t was 
common to exhume the bones of some · 
long departed brave. fI 9 

.. 111 .... 

The wes t trat'd drive of oiviliza tion was overrunning the haunts 

of the Red Man a.nd was pay1ngeOant a ttention to ilis eacred 

r esting- pl aces. 

In 1855 t he Eureka FUrnace was ready to be blown 1n wi th. 

Oharl es Weigh, i.Ul 1ron maker from the Bast, in charge. The 

fumace could not produoe more than ten tons of iron per day, 

but 1mproved business oonditions soon bTOUgbt on addi tional 

furnaces and an increase in produotion to sixty tons a day. 

As was usual in that day t oharcoal l)rQvlded t ho fuel required 

in the refining prOcess. Captain Wa.rd had ample wood for thls 

purpose on hi s own property, and Oha1'Coal kilns were established 

a half mile from the factory on wha.t 1s now Fort Street. The 

demands of an expanding new business soon proved so great tha.t 

t hese kllns could not produce sufficient oharcoa.l tor the furnaces , 

and the farmer~ in -the vioinity l earned tha. t selling oharcoal 

t o the Eureka was a good by~product of their f arming. They 

bull t their own kilns, haUl ed thei r cha.rcoal to the fl1l'naOe 

yard, and sold it to the Eureka. 10 

10. As told to the a.uthor by John ·Teeling of t'lyandotte. 

In order to be oertain of its ore and beoause the Medora. 

Mine .• owned by ma.rd . was proving an insuff ioient produo er , the 

Eureka Iron Oompany organized the Eureka. Mine Oompany and de-

. ',:, ' ~~''''!.": '' 
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veloped mi ni ng propewt1es in . no r the rn M1chi j3a.n. The Eurelta 

·".ne a t Ma r ouette proved a f a.n ltr a , Only a f ew hundred t ons of 

0 1'6 wer e mined and b r ough t t o Wyandot te and t t wa.l) found t hat 

t hi s ore was not of a. very h i gh g r ad.e,. Wi thin a year the EUr eka 

d1o:g1ngs were shut do~'ll and Oapt a in 11lard and bi s f ellow i nvestors 

dropped t hi rty t housand doll a rs on t he venture. Thi s was one 

of t he few inst anc es i n ~hich this M1ddle West i ndustrialis t 

had guessed wrong. 11 

·11" Va.n Al s tyne Papere. , 

That one fa ilure d i d not d ! Boou!'age t he embryo capit alis ts 

of Wyandotte. They we re maklng iron as t hey had s et out t o do~ 

but they \10re not manuf aotur i n8 t bat iroD. i nto us~t.ble ;- r·ofluots. 

Eber Brock Ward had pl anned ot herwi se. It was he who had en­

vis ioned many i ndustri al. 'uni t s in. t he Ml 101e West, units whioh 

woUld oonsume t 'he i r on whiOh hi s f urnae es were turning out. 

Ins tea.d t hose l ake oarri e r s ":'rhioh he s till r etalned f were 

.. .' carrying t he iron t o mills in t he Eas t. Oa.pt~bn Wa rd s solution 

fot' thi s p rob1em was t o organize the Wyandotte Rol l i ng Mill , 

Oom any_ A mer ohant mill was purchased f rom Redmond & Soofiel~ 

of tJtioa , lqew York, a pl a:te-ml11" a r a ll-mill and a sheet-ml1l 

were added. Wben compl et ed t he . new mill could bandle 

t wo hund r ed zaQ fifty tons of iron a day;and an additional 

fUr naoe 1i'aa bull t wi t hout delay) in oras r t hat t he refined iron 

required b y this new indu s try might be produo ed in Wya..-,.dot t e. 12 

12. J12i.d. 
'~~-----~. --~-----_r-

Ebe r Ward was nQw . well on the way to becoming a l eading 

• ':.~ '. :...': ,1 _) .. , .; ""{:.,..;:". ~.' 
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iron-make". He was maklng hls dream ot industry 1n the Middle 

Weet oome. true .. More than tour hundred men "ere tind1ng employ. 

ment 1n hi s WyandQtte m1ll. Wages were adequate and a ba.ppy 

industrial oommunlty was developing . Eber Ward was hllppyln 

t h iB development. But it .was, only the beginning ot what he 

had 1n 1I1nd. SIm11El l' communit1e s , distributed throughout the 

Middle West. would have to be built. 

'')lhe PaniC ot 18S7 tailed to efrect the Ward industries. 

Hi s l~on was r apidly replaolng the Inglish prOduot; and hi. 

mill we s dolng e. splendld busIness ln rerolllng 1'&118 for 

weetern oompanles. ralls whl.oh, 'beoause· of the heavy tlNlttl0 . 
on those roade,. wore out wi thin two yeare. Tlle railroad. 

whloh had t&kenbusinit.s trom shipmaster Ward were now bring1ng 

added protl.t s to lroD.D'l.aeter Ward. 

Ohioago, where his boats had been doing buelnees tor 

many yearo, appeared to Oaptain Ward to be a su1table plaoe tor 

the expansion ot his 1ron industry. He knew the grow1ng town 

well~ had wat~hed it deyelop tpO$ a little ~ad1ng poe' 1n _hioh 

there were felt whl tee ~d many Ind1an8. AlreadJ the r e.l1roada 

were conve·rglng upon this .outpost, and !bel" \Va.rd aaw Ohloago ae 

a hub tro. wh10h the r a.lls would extend to all parts ot the 

oountry. It hls v1sion was correot# then Ohioago oould uae a 

rolling 111111 1n Whioh old r a1l. could be rerolled 4 So to North 

Ohlcago went Oaptai n We..rdf and th.ere. on the right bank ot the 

Qhl0a.go River, J·ust outs·1.de ot t he town, he built tbeOhloago 

Rolling M1ll, bu11 t 1 t duri ng the Panl·o ot 185? l~ 

13. Jame, M. Swank, !:2' 01 t.. 318. 
--__ --__ ~--__ ~<C---_________________ ~ _____ ___ 
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In t his new pl ant no f acilit i es for rolling ne~ r a ils war 

pro~ded. Repairing old and used rails , ~ard thought, ~ould 

bring in ·suff'icient business to keep his new tai11 y.:orking.. Later 

'a m f ound that the 011ieago plant could stand enl argement , nnd 

in 1869 t he fJol'th Ohicago Roll i ng Mnl Oomp,:my vms 01'b~ilizcd 

with ample f acilit1ea to roll any kind of iron. I t was t h is 

oompa.ny whic:tl ultimately developed illto t he United St ates 

St eel OOl-porat1on. l~ 

14. Ibid. 

Orrin W. Potter , rela t ed to Ward and f ? I' a. l ong per iod 

active in the WaI~ shi pp ing enterprises, was made super intendent 

of the lfOl' t h Ohio ago works , a position whic h he held :tox ma..flY 

yea rs. Captain Clement , one of Ward's old s ea oapt a ins and his 

b rother- in- l aw . was plac ed 1n oharge of t he s ales end of the 

pl ant and soon proved that a seafaring mall could adjust himself 

to an industry of whioh he knew little. OU'in W. Potter,. as 

supel'intendent ; wa.s pai d seven hund.r ed and fifty dolla r s a. year 

and ?las g iven the free use of a f ine dwell.ing, ol ear i ndioation 

of the wage scale whioh p reva1l€d 1n the pre- Oivil \'10.1' per i od. 15 

15. r r 1n W. Pottar testimony; ~"' 8U vg. Pot~er,lOO4 . 

That the new superintendent now oonsidered himself entirely 

self- supporting i s evidenoed by the f aot t hat h r- marr i ed as 

soon as he was appointed to the Ohioago position. A merry 

wedding fe a.st followed the oe :temon~ at Aunt Emily's home" f 'or 

Orrin P·ott·er was a nother of HAunt Em1ly' s boys" . ltnd Eber Wa.rd , 

running ;11ve1' dollars t hrough the fingers of one hand into the 

.,::.~ ~ :,..:,1:-)."": " ""{';,r;":' ~" 
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palm of the o 'Ghel' as was h1a custom , s t ood by, eat i a:fa.c tion 

glea.."lilng in hi s blue fiyea for he ~7as building an ente rprise 

whioh would iake Oa 1'0 of hi s c apable r e l a tives . .t:unt Emily"s 

1)07S., he opined. would p l'ove enti rely adequa te to m,"l.nap;e the 

l Td.1l;lstl' i e l empire which he . was -ouildi~g. 

Wi t h two ope~atlng pl ant s under hi s oont~ol, C~pt~ln Ward 

dete r mined to p ;t."OQ'ee(l sl owly b efore expa nding still fa!'th~r,. 

He had t hoUghts of a t hird plant a t Milwaukee ~..nd) pe l'h aps , al 

fourth at Joliet.. But fir s t the Kyandotte and (':hi ca€;."O enter­

pl'1 ses would have to prove themselves. Nevel' one to, hesitate 

in t~..king the ri sks in, buslnezst l<:be!' Ward n everthel.es s d i d not 

drive ahead bltndly. He had t aken the first and the important 

step. .a\pproaoM,ng t he o.gG of fifty, he had dlspoered c'! t:~ at 

of his shipping inte rest.sand bad plunged into a. field tha t 

Vl'as new to h im.. I ron mi nes , furnaces and rolling mills were 

to be bi s interests in the futui-e. 'Bu t tha t dt d 110t mean that 

he would plunge wi ·t hout 'knowing the oOfleequenoea. He bad 

lal,lllched the new ventul'e . It would now take time to prove 

itoelf. 

And then. just as both the Wy n.nd(l)tte and Obioago 'Plants 

began to show a proft t., the <a vil War broke OUt. The price 

of iron jumped f rom $18.50 pe r ton to $13.60 per ton. 16 

16. Herbort tl. Oasson, sm..~iI, 1 

At Wyandotte and at Ohioago sweating men we:te fo.~-1ng the 

furnaces and driving the m1l1s to their oapa.c1ty . ... Eve;ry night 
. , 

the hee-vans were lighted with t he golden glow of thEj \ fu~aces. 

The ou.tput a.t both plants was double4. l~on was o~mt\ng into it, 

.,'. !..':-~:~ .: .. {"~". ~.' 
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own and Eber Brook Ward was ready. Tbe "ar is said to have 

cost three billion dollars and a large share of tha t amount 

went to the iron men - mucb to Eber Ward. en the war clOUds 

c l ea red away, the former shipping magnate emerged as t he first· 

iron king of the country with seve ral m111ions to his oredit. 

J ames M. Swank, for years the secretary' of the Iron and Steel 

Institute and recognized as the foremost American author ity on 

the i ndustry t comments: 

"Capt a1n Ward was the most prominent 
of all the pi oneer 1:ron manufacturers, 
his enterprise in this respeot ex-
t ending to other states than his own." 17 

17. James U. SWank, 2l4.stU., 328. 

The work whioh Eber Brook W$ord bad done in developing 

shi pping on t he Great Lakes. hi s foresight in urging the 

development of industry in the Mi ddle Weet, and hie own 

efforts in establishlng the iron mills a~ Wyandotte and 
, ~, 

Chicago proved of inestimable value to the United s t ates 

Gove rnment during the Civil War. In 1855 wben the Sault ste. 

Marie Canal fi r s t provided t hrough traffio from Lake superior) 
J-

only fotTteen hundr ed tons of tron ore passed t hrough t he 
~ 

canal. McKnight'. old horse had been able to pull tha t much 

ore over the strap railway on the peninsula during t hat year. 

But by 1860. at the Ol1tbreak of the war, iDore than a hundred 

thousand tons of are passed through the ohannel and, this 

amount was inoreased by several thousand tons of ref1ned iron 

which came from the Ma.r quette furnaces. 18 

"-

18. Vic tor S. C1 ark. sm.. 01 t. t. 1.348. 
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Eber Ward had performed a service to his country when he urged 
r 

the construction of the oanal, was perf~ing fUrthe r servi.oe 

in his furnaoes and mll1a, whlob were 'converting the iron ore 
, til ·, 

f rom the north lnto guns and o~n for the Union causs. 

It was during this period thatOaptain Ward realized 

his error in disposing of muoh of hisehlpplng fl eet. He had 

been right in a s sum1ng that the railroad would supplant the 

steamboat in oarrying oertain types of freight and passengers, 

but he now realized that the cost of shipping bulk commodities, 

suoh as ore, by rail wae too great. Ships, though slower, 

could oarry heavy pr oducts at a lOWer figure,and there would 

oontinue to 'be need for sh1pping as Oaptain Goodrioh had 

propbss\1ed many years before. The ve,ry business in whloh Ward 

now found himself ne eded thlsshlpping. Iron ore from the 

Peninsula oould be shi,Pped .by ral1,'but the oost wa s .. high. Nor 

wa.s speed required in the'traneportation of ore. Great stock 

piles could be bu.1l t up during the summer months when naviga­

tion remained open. There was little need for speed. The 

grr;iater freight oharges of the railroads were not jus tified in 
~ 

the case of ore. Ships would do the same job. do it effeotlvely, 

and do lt at a much lower eost per ton. 

Eber Ward stl11 ret'~ned owne r ship of some of his old 

boats,and these were kept busy oarrying ore from his mines 

in the north to his mills at Wyandotte and at Ohicago. Inoreased 

war business made the ,supply brought in by these ships inadequate, 

and Ebar Ward found himself in the position of having to charter 

vessels whioh belonged to hiB former rivals. The Harine City 

shln-Yarda were stlll funotlonlng,and Captain Ward found lt 

\"-;';:'~-)."":-'; "";;;:: ;'-: 
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neoeesar ''''' t o re~enter t be I3hl p building bus i ness. The old type 

of vessel would not do. Spe~lal boat s , buil t to oarr y l a rge 

oal"goes , boats wh1ohooul d be ea sll!. lOaded and ju st a s easily 

unloaded, were now r e.qUired1! The age of t he gi ant "r ed bel l i es it 

was a t hand, and Eber Ward wa.s t he fi r s t. to build t hem. 

Even a s Mar ine Oity . ., t he old Newpor t. had been domina t ed 

b y t he Warde. so . no. Wyandott e " as r api dly beoomi ng a Ward town. ' 

Prao t1oally everybody in t he 11 t t l e c1 ty worked f or Ward or was 

snppor t ed b y the Wa rd ent erpr ises. And becau se t he ways a t 

'a r ine Oi ty no I .onge.!' proved a.~l equate. 'i t was. natura l t hat 

the i r on master should cons t ruc t hi s new shi p-buildi ng yard . the 

yard at whi ch t he new "red b el l t es" were to b e b rought into 

being t a t Wyandotte., 

So 1 t oame to pa,es during t hi s q1v11 War period that 

the Ol d st e):' of the Gr eat LakeQ, who had forsaken t he sea 

to ente r i ndustry, was returning to hi s f i rst 1;ove.. He was 

l ea rning ., wbat so man.,. wer e to l earn af t er h.lm, tha t modern 

business must s trl.e f or s el f -suf f ioienoy. He wa s learning 

t hat Big BUsiness c ould not wait on t hird pa.rties, t hat gr eat e r 

eff ioienoy and more profl t .• would l;eeul t tf t he ore.s wh l oh oame 

fr-om t he Wa rd mines to the Ward. mills were oa r r i ed in Wa rd boats" 

He recogni zed the fac t t hat ino rea ,:'ed conoentra tion b r ought 

great er profits, for Eber Brook Wa rd was still t he p ioneer, 

f eeling his way in indu stry and plot ting the OOUrse t hat others 

wer e to follow. The 1'e wa s no ohart for Captain Vla rd. Every 

s tep he toOk was new_ When he entered the i ron ind.lls try ,there 

er e no corporations in t ha t f i eld. Furnac,es and mil.ls were 

under the single entrepreneur system, with the owner t aking ,all 

. ': .. ~: :.:""1:": '; ·,~·t~.:...:· < 
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the risks and making all tbe pr.of1ta if there weTeany. It 

was unde r such principles that Eber \Yar.d had oonducted his 

shipping l ines. He had grown pl'OsperOU8 and had increased the 

number of his vessels" but beyond allow.ing his oapt ains to 

pur ohase sharee .. there were no other s in the business w1 th him. 

And hi s oapt a ins ., the shrewd shipping mast er felt, would make 

b ette r c8.t:l t a1ns U' they owned a share in, the boa.ta whioh theY' 

were sailing. When he enter ed the mining f leld, s1ngle owner ... 

ship oontillued) for tn all oases Ward oa.r r i ed the majori ty of 

the stOQk., The bUild ing of furnaces ~d mills d i d not ohange 

the s ituation. Several friends and former assooiates were 

taken into' these new enterprises tn order to a t tain more working 

oapt tel J but t hose early efforts were not oorpora.tiona· but 

funotioned ra ther as pa.rtnersbips. Net until more 'oapt t al was 

needed t han oould be supplied by a. few i nd ividuals dfd Ward 

turn to the oorporate type, of industria.l organization, Big 

Business was in 1. ts infanoy t especially in the , Middle West. 

And £'ber Brook Ward was in the vanguard .. 

~'I: '. :,.-: .f ...... ·::'{l.r,··' ~.: 



Chapter IX 

THE FORGOTTEN UETALLURGIST 

It was in 1847. In Jtddyvl11e, Kentuoky., a tal l , lean , 

iron-llk'lke r In his t hirties. wa s sitting disconsolately before 

hie "f lne r y fire". His had been a dream of busines s suocess. 

He had built up a cons iderable market for his product, and now 

he saw his entire investment; a s wel l e funds aci'ltanced by his 

tnls tlng father and, b rother, vanishing. • The forge in whlch he 

was making his hleh-~rade iron was loca.ted in the center of a 

14,OOO a.o re wooded tract. Here, ol1e short year before , the 

ymmg tlJ8t1 bad considered t he wood. SUpply euff icl ent t o ,serve 

his need for cha rcoal for many days to come. Yet t here wa s 

already no mpre ~cod. The only availabl e sunply " a a seven 

miles away,and to cart it from this dis t anoe t o hi s furnace 

would prove nl1nous because of the expense lnvol veda 

l1l1am J . Kelly had bun. t up a oonsiderable business 

lth his It sugar ket t les"., Jobbers in Oinoinnati and in 

Pi t. tsburgh were disposing of l~ rge quant1tleo,and the kettles 

had tr.alned an env1able repUtation among sOUthern fa.rmers. Now, 

with suoce s s at hand, charcoal for the "finery fire" wa s ~lnn1ng 

out and the ore on the f a rm, whioh c<N1d ' no longer l?e picked 

up above g round but which now had to be mined; possessed more 

impurities and did not refine 80 readily. Well might · Will iam 

Kelly sit di sconsola.t ely before his f1re and ponder on' the 

future. 
... 120 ... 
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ThlS tall, nausenlar. mustaohed man ot thirty-81x had 

always been lnterested ln so1entltl0 research. He carne 

originally tX'Dm Pl t.tsburgh; whioh eyen then was known aa the 

'Iron 01 ty-', and it was not strange that his .olent1tl0 m1nd 

should lead him to a study ot metallurgy. Hia knowledge en­

abled him to malte some ot the tlnest iron tft the oountry, but 

what did hls kno1fledge avail him now that hls ore was runnlng 

to poor qual1tles and his wood was givlng out. The tlourlahi.ng 

bullne •• wh10h he had bul1t would soon (Jollap.e. Hle friends 

and relatlvel, who had oontldenoe in him and who had lnvested 

1n hi. faotory, would lo.e thelr money.. He would be a tallure. 

So thought William Kelly a8 he eat betore h11 tire on 

that beautitul June day 1n lS.? Meohanloally his praotioed. 

eye noted the contllot ot the elements 1n the molten mass, 

when a pheDomena that had ooourred on manyprevloue oooas10mi 

,.tlrred latent thought8 1n hia mnd. A white, lnaande80ent, 

almost gaseous spot appeared at one edge ot the yellow, tluld 

l~n, A strong bla .. , ot alr was being toroed through the 

llCluld metal at the tll1e, and Kelly notloed that there waa no 

bUl'tllngohal'Ooal at the apot. Yet the metal wal belng heated 

to a whlte heat. W1111am " elly knew that oar~on and oxygen 

had an attln! ty tor eaoh other. Then an,d there he oonaelved 

th_ ldel1 ths.t he Qilght 801ve h1. tuel pro\i)lell and s.t the lame 

t1me produoe a purer grs.de of metal 1t he would allow o,omw.tion 
-

to do the double duty ot oreatlng heat and removing lmpurltlea, 1 

1. The 1noldents ln the l1te ot W11l1am Kelly are taken 
largely trom John N. Bouoher, W1l11am ~elly. I. 
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The "pneumatio proo.ess" of making refined iron Kell y 

termed his new idea a s with r enewed i nte r est he continued with 

his expe r i ments. lro'p men laughed at h1m. Everybody knew that 

blowing oold a ir on molten me ta.l would me 'rely 0001 t he ba tch. 

There oould 'be no hea t 'Pi t hout a fi re.. Keli y wa.s a.d judged 

insane by most and a dootor wa s even oalled in to examine hlm. 

But Kelly persisted. He b u ll t a half dozen d i ff erent furnaces, 

each r emedying aome defect whioh he had noted, in its predecessor. 

The required air blast gave him the grea test d i f f ioulty for 

he was forced to d epend upon an engine whioh had al ready done 

vallant servioe on a Mississippi River steamboat. a 

3. Joseph G. Butler . Fiftx Yeo,rA of !l:!m. and S$pel , 10. 

By 1860 Kel l y wae ee:rtaln tha t he had sucoeeded . was 

certa n tha t he OQUld now refine iron without t\\el:; with 

nothing more than a strong ,air blast. He waa r eady to demonstrate 

his d i soovery before the world. Iron men from miles around 

gathered at Eddyville to laugh and to 8Ooff. Maybe Kelly had 

stumbled on some thing but the iroDJDakers doubted 1 t. wanted to 

be shown. R. L~ Oobb. who bad sold the l and to Kelly and who was 

present a t the demonstration" ha s 1e·ft the following 'eye \Vi tnes8 

acc ount of the proce edings; 

.,.;,_:.:;:.t-l;":'; 

"We saw a middle-sized vess~l that had 
a mouth open on one side and near the 
top. the wh0le waesbaped something 
like an egg only bigger t han a barrel. 
We saw molten metal poured into the 
vessel. 'then Kelly turned on a blast 
of cold a .ir. blowing from a rig be had 
devised himself. The vessel set up a 
l a.rge noise. a. roaring like you dontt t 

often hear, and fire belched fUriously 
from its mouth. making many oolors. 
But only for a few minutes. The noise 
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and fire d1~~. dmvn.. We then sa'» a 
blacksmlth t ake 3. small part of 1ron 
whioh had 00\)100. and ., \,1 th a merry 
r1ng of his hammer ,. he oontr lV'ed and 
threw at the f eet of t he ~~zed speo. 
t a tora a perfeot horse ahoe. Next 
t he smith t ook some more of the \!Iool ed 
metal. made tt lnto nalls, forthwith 
al7.d shod t he horae ot' Olle of t he crowd .. 1l :; 

_ 123 _ 

3. 01 t ed in Ill2. Leaot!tga.Fl sohe r ScientIfic 00 ... J a..lluary 1940. 

'the Kelly pr ocess bleVl a l l of the 1mlJuri ties out of ·I:;h 

metal and made , not s ·teel but a high grade of malleable iron. 

The ho~ shoe and t he ¥laila , hamme red from ma.ll e <.~ble iron during 

t ha t dt~lf.'noon 'demonstl'a t ion, marked an acbi evement t hat \II·as 

t o revol u tionize the ec onomy of t he l,.\Torld. Kell y t a r ea.c tion 

t o h i s e2periments i s i ndioated when he said: 

f1The f irs t t rial. -of ~Ghi s :furnace was 
very sat1sfaotory. The iron was well 
r efined ana decarboni zed - at lea s t 
a s well a.s by the refinery fire. This 
[ ;tct was a.dmi t ted b y al l tll6 f orgemen 
who examined 1 t.. The blowing Via e 
u suall y oontinued from :f'l va t o ten 
mS:nute.s " berea s the f lnery f ire re ... 
quired over an hour. He re was a great 
s aving of time and fuel, as well as 
great encouragement to work the process 
out to perfee'tion." 4 

4. Lettnr t rom Wi l l i ard Kelly to J ames M. Swank cited in 
J ame s M .. SWank i.2l?. Q.U. • . ,397. 

At the ve ry time t hat Wl 11 iam Kell y wa.s reSClli ng his 

epoch-making discoveri es in E 'dyvil1e, Eber Brock Ward , in 

r i ne Cl ty, was oons i dering the sale of his shipping l ine -

in order t ba t he might devote hi s t1me and f o :rttmc to the 

iron indu stry. Ward had neve r hea.rd ot Kelly. He wa.s 

oblivious of the fac t tha t wha t was going on in Eddyvil l e 

.,:;>~ ;i; ,t.!.'": " ." 
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w~ld one dayencible him to give oheapsteel to the world. 

And yet \~ a.l'd. in Marine 01 ty and Kel l y in Eddyville we~e ill the 

not very d i s tant futu:re to oollaborate in the produQ,tion of 

t he, first OORll.i:leroial steel flade in Amerioa. For the Kelly 

achievements and failures we1'e one day to be inher ited by Wa rd. 

The :fact tha t two Englishmen were assisting Kel l y in 

his e rimenJes _wa.s, at a futu:re time" to cost '.i.'bex Ward muc h 

money and a grea t deal of disoomfort. These EngI ieh workers 

appeared to be about the only t wo people . who r eal l y beli eved 

1n what ltilll~ ~e.a at t 6d.l~ ting to do; t bat is, they W6:4'e the only 

wo, excepting the good doctor who ha.d be en called in to 

examine the inventor ao to his sanity and who had remained to , 

beoome h1s oha.mplon. The doctor considered Kelly entirely sane 

and on the threshold of a r evolutionizing di soovery~ Strangely 

the Englishmen disappeared l mmedis;tely a.fter the suocesst'ul 

demonstr ation of the Kelly pneumatic prooeas. TheY' l eft in 

the middle of night, left witbout asking f~r t ha pay lirhi ch they 

had ea rned, left by way of Pittsburgh and New York where they 

had t aken a boat bound for England. 5 

5. John Lt . Boucher, 2:!l. c~,. , 23 at Seq •.. ; Herbert N ~ Ca.sBOnt Qn* 
c1t._, 14. 

Kel ly continued to experiment with his proces s until 

the nanic of 1857 drove his 11 ttle oompany lnto bank1*'-
.,/~ . 

At J ohnatown, Pennsylvania. Dantel J . Morrell, frlend of Eber 

ard, oongressman from t he dl s trict and lro~ater, was 
.f-, 

opera ting t l'1e Oambria Iron 0cWinPany. To Daniel Morrell went 
} 

,Kelly wi th a request for !!pace 1n the puge Cambria ya;rd where 

he might cont1nue hie rese~rob. Morrell ~as progressive , was 

• ·.~h '. ;';:~-b';. "'{\ ... ~':':; 
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alwa.ys prepa.red to try the n in his business. If Kelly could 

make pure i l'on \11 t hout f u el, t hat would. 'be a. groea t llelp to , 

o am'o l' ia.. The invent n:t.' was given a corne? of the vard for h1s 

experi ments. tv! t hin a shol't t i me he was r eady t o <ieE1onatrate 

1119 p l'ooeS$ before hi e b enefoo'tors.. But t hings went wrong. 

Leibtre1 t. ·tbe engineer . perhaps becau se hi 8 sympa thies were 

wi th t he- puddler,s who saw in Kelly' a p :cooeaa tile end of their 

own jobs, turned on a full bla.st of his bloTting engine and 

ahot such a s t rong stream of oold air into the converter 

whioh Kell y ~~ j bull of; '~llat. ami dst a b l.'il1i ant abowel' of sparlW. 

he b1e ... , most of t he i;ron out ~: th~ top of t he vessoL 'rne 

happ y puKers laughed a.t IIKelly' B l1'1reworks" ano. were oertain 

t hat they were saf e in their jobs. 6 

6, Jo ' n 11.. Boupher t ga.clt., 81. 

A f ew d ays afterward Kelly was ready to t ry agaiil. With 

a bl acksmith's anvil at his side and wi th a heavy hammer in 

his hand, he stood be s i d e the roaring oonverter and fra1 ted. 

As sp&l:ke belched from the open mouth he took them up and 

tried to work them wi th hie halnmel'. But the red sparks o:rumpled 

uncl er t he blows and when the yellow fl~es oame 1t waa found 

t hat the sparks were emly a little less bri ttle. FiJ?B(l:lY oame 

the white flame s. These flake s, i t was found , oould iqe . \ 

fl at tened into a thin sheet unde r the blows of the p.~er. 
, \ 

Again Kelly b.'ad made ma.l l eable iron. had made 1 t ';'1 tb9ut the 
! 1 · . \~ 

use of ~e • had made 1 t before a. group of f orge ' ~en r~ather 

t han bef ore two departing Englishnien." ,I \ ' ) 

I . ( \ilt ~.' .. 
I ~\ ~\ 7. Ibid, 84. li'l\.· i 
" \ . 

• 1 • . ~_, . .. _( 
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While he was conduoting his experiments, Wllliam Kelly had 

never thought of the advisability of seouring patent rights to 

his invention. He ~ad not yet perfected the process and he 

would delay seeking a patent until he was oertain .of his 

results. Kel l y was first of all an inventor. He knew lIttl e 

of business practices. Beoause he was entirely honest he 

thought of all others as being honest. Yet during those seven 

years of experimentation scores of individuals had oome to know 

of Kelly's "all' boiling prooess" . IUs refined iron had been 

shipped to many i ndustrial centers and had been studied by 

lro!lJlW.sters at thes8 points. The prooess of refining iron 

by a cold blast was no longer the inventor's secret. 

All of this meant nothing to Kelly until he read, in 

1856, that one Henry Bessemer in England had seoured a patent 

to what sounded like a desoriptionof his own pneumati0 process. 

Mr. Bessemer , it appeared, was likewlse applying for a United 

States pat ent. Then William Kelly began to wonder. · Belatedly 

he applied to Washington for a patent on his own prooess. A 

hearing was held before the Commlss1onerof Patents at whioh 

time Kelly proved, to the satisfaction of that individual, tha.t 

the pneumatio process was his own and that he had worked on 1 t 

at least seven years before Bessemer. says iron master James 

M. Swank of this hearing: 

"This olaim was heard by the Commissioner 
of Pa.tents and 1 ts justice was oonoeded, 
the Oommissioner granting to Itr. Kelly 
a patent which at onoeoperated as, an 
impediment to the use of the patents 
granted to Mr. Beesemer." 8 

8. Jame.s Y. Swank , .sm, •. 2!.1., 396. 
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William Kel l y was thus pronounoed by United St ates 

authority the inventor of the pneumatic prooess of refining 

i .ron, a process. whlob, desplte t his f act. has s.inoe that day 

been designated under the name of Bessemer. 

aut neither Kelly in the United St a tes nor Bessemer in 

England ' was making -steel. Thelr produot was a highly deo arbon.­

lzed iron made by en air blast 1n eo ' furnaoe. They were blowing 

the carbon out of pig-iron wi th nothing more than a blast of 

oxygen... The iron which was produoed by t hi s method was far 

too fine and too brl t t le to serve the many purposes tor \vhioh 

steel 'tras destined. Kelly,was not making 8teel~ He was making 

a high grade of malleable iron and he wrote to- James M. SWank: 

·Our blooms were 1n high repute and 
were almost entirely used for making 
boiler pl ates, so that many s team­
boat8 on the Ohio and MisSissippi 
1'1 vers were us ing bollers inade ot 
iron treated by this process some 
years before ' it was brought out 1n 
England. It 9 

9. Letter from Wi l liam Kelly oited by James M .. Swank ,sm.. s!1. ,398. 

Kelly worked feverlshly to remedy the defioienoy in his 

process , whloh he real1zed. He oould not malte steel beo ause 

he could not oontrol the ca.rbon content of hi s produo.t. It 

was l eft to Robert F. ~ehet. working in seotl,end,. to solve 

this c a.rbon problem. He solved 1 t in a. very s imple manner. 

He used the Kelly process to blow all Of the oarbon and other 

impurl tie. from the lron,and t hen be re ... introduced the exaot 

arnountof oarbon requ'1·re4. The result was steel. MUshet 

reoognized that it was impossible to halt the blowing process 

at the preoise point "11ere the oarbon rema1ning :1 n the iron 

-,.", :.;:-~.-! ... ,.; ""{,..,.:::. ~., 



'. 128 ... 

would be proport~onatel, o~J'reot. On September 22. 1856. liliahet 

wa. ready to a.k tOl' a patent on bis method 0' a4d1.ng to molten 

lron, whloh bad been deoar~urlz_ed and desl1ioonlzed by pneumatio 

bla.t, a melted triple oompound ot 1ron, oarbon and' manganese ot 

wh10h -.p1egeleleen' was the oheapest and moet oonvenlent torm. 

'fhi. patent was essential to the prooe.s and oompleted tlle 

making ot oheap .teel. 10 

10. Ibid, 400 
, g; 

The lIanutaoture ot .teel in large quanti tie. w ••• Ull impraotioal. 

Jt wal lett tor Henry Be.semer to make hi. oontr1but1on at thl. 

point.. tor 1. t was he who developed a oonverter aul table. tor ma •• 

produotion under the Kelly .... u.het prooe .••• 

Panlel J. lIorrell. in whoae Oambrta workl W1l1iam Kel11 

had made h18 oonvlnolng demonstration, was a tar..slghted bu81ne •• 

man .ho was among the tlrst to realize the po~e1.bl11tie8 ot tbe 

pneumatl0 metbod. He told his trlend Eber Ward, alrea~ the 

rlohest man 1n the Middle West al well a. a lead1ng iron manu­

faoturer., about the exper1.ment. and suggested that the two J01n 

1n oommerolal1zing the lnyen~lon. Ward was lnterested but oaut/lou·8. 

He knew that .teel manufaoture had reaohed a higher polnt ot 

ettl01enoy 1n England than in ~he United States. He teared that 

tbere .. ere not enough worklng-men " 1n Amer10a who underltood ateel. 

In England there wal no quest10n a8 to patent r1ghts, and the 

Be •• eIl8r prOQ .• '8 had beeD placed on a produotion bade. Deapite 

po,s1ble d1t:t1oult5.es. he was w11l1ng to look into the matter, 11 

u. Van Al'~Jne Paper •• 

":';".:. : .. :~·t·: .; 
. ... {;:~ .. , ,,' 



.... 129 -

Zobeth S. Durfee. a metallurgist from the Atlantio sea ... 

board~ had attraoted Ward's attention at the time that 

oapitalist wa~ oonsidering the eetablishm~nt of iron industries. 

Durfee was recognl.zed a s t he outs t a.nding authority on iron 

in the United s t a tes .• and" a s was Ward's oustom when he under­

took an ente rprise in whieh he was not wel l versed. he surround­

ed h i mself wi t ·h experts in the field . Under suc·h oiroumstances 

it is not s trange to. find that while I{elly wa s oarrying on 

hi s eXperiments at Cambria. Zoheth Durfee \vas managing the 

teohnioal end of t he Werd iron indUstry at Wyandotte and at 

Chioago. Ward d i scussed the Morrell p roposl.tion with Durfee, 

who had a lso ke l)t in touoh wi ththe development of the 

Kelly pneumatio process and who oonsidered 1 t sound. Eber 

ard requi red rtothlng more. If the expert he wa s employing 

oons idered the ne .... i dea good it mus t be so. But before 

embarking upon the steel venture, Ward. thought it worth while 

to investigate what progress was being made wi th the Be ssemer 

p roOCS!) in Engl and. Zoheth S. Durfee 'vas sent to England to 

find out, and hie report was so favorable that lndust.riallst 

Ward de termined to plunge into the new field. If the English 

were making money wi, th the Bessemer .prooess, t here was no reason 

why Amerioana eould not do the same with the Kelly method. 

First, however , it would b e neoessarY to seoure the patent 

rights. 

News of the first engagements in the Civil War were 

being circulated a t the very time that Eber Brook Ward was 

ready to proceed with his manufacture of steel . He knew of 

the patent oontest between Kelly and Bessemer, and he knew that 

.. , .. ~.'.'. ;;:"!::'i ""{;.;;" , ,., 
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the Unl ted St ates Patent Office had oonceded priority t o the 

Kelly cla lm. He envisioned ohea.p steel a s the ory1ng need 

of tbe nation. The railroad's were using tron rail s t ha t \TrOTe 

out in a year or t wo,depending upon t he amount of traff i c they 

e r e re~lired to c ar ry. The WYPJlrlotte and Chi c ago mills were 

reroll ing these old rails. It was prof! ta.ble work , for the mUls, 

e Xpensive for the r a ilroads" St eel r a11s, with their loMer 

life , would a i d the roada , would hasten t he day when t he vast 

expanses of the oountry would b e bridged. Skyscrapers, sub-

ways and a.ll of the other mod ern improvements made pOHs 1ble 

by stee:~, were not yet. But Eber Ward was a man of vision. 

He bad seen hie dream of popula t ed l ake shoree -oome true. He 

had seen the great In dla West transformed from a forf' et oountry 

1nhabi t ed by Indians to a land tha t had: become the bread-basket 

of the na tion. He kne~ tha t he would see tbi s same oection 

become the oenter of humming industry. An<1 s teel, Ward reasoned, 

woul d bring about the chu.nge" 

,11 thout hesi tat1on, deep1te the f act tha t he was embarking 

upon an unohal"ted oourse, with o'omp,lete oonfidenoe and f a.i th 

in hi s vislGn. Ward purchased the rights to ~he pneumatic process 

from Kelly. The "Kell y Pneumatio Proo'css Company" was organized 

1tb his friend Daniel J .Jlorrell of the Oambria Works, Zoheth 

s. Durfee, his trusted metallurgist , and William M. Lyon , a. 

rela tive by mar r iage. Wil11am Kelly was t aken into the comblne, 

and an arrangement was made whereby he wa.s to reoeive a per";; 

oentage of the prof! ts. Wa.rd had no intention of monopolizing 

manufactur e under t ,e Kelly patente ,though he d1d plan to make 

steel in hie plants" He "as far too shre'Wd a. bUsiness man to 

,. :'.>,'. :,.: ) -'~:' " .•. ,{,.I~':' ~.' 
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believe that he oou1d make all the steel whloh the oountry 

needed. More profits, he realized. oould be made from the 

patents. if the rights to their use were licensed to other iron­

make rs. But the Ke.l l Y patents in themselves were not, enough. 

St eel oould not b e made with them alone. The Uusl'let "spi egel ... 

elsen" pa t ent would also bave to be seoured,and Zoheth Durfee 

was lnst ruoted to see what he could do about t hese rights in 

England. What he did was to secure oontrol for the use of 

the Mushet methOd in Ame r ioa, a oontrol whioh was i mmediately 

turned over to the ne'W ooftlPany organized at. Wyandotte. Bessemer' 8 

oonverter d id not. interest Ward a t thi s time. Kell y had also 

bull t a converter a t Cambria, and while 1 t was not so serviceable 

a s the Bessemer invention, Ward figured that it would dO at 

l east until lt was definltely e s tablished tha t the pneumatio 

prooess was feasible for American industry. 12 

12. Will iam F. Durfe~, The Ma;pfao:t\ue ~ 91eel., 27 .. 

Ward and his associa tes were now in cont rol of all 

necessary patents~and the Kelly Pneuma.tio Company ,was r eady to 

s8.l1 to any ~ron oompany t~e privilege of manufacturing steel •. , , 

But no requeets f or lioenses were reoeived. The Civil war 

was olaiming the a ttention of the iron lndu s try.. There was no· 

time for experimenta.tion, no need of t ald.ng ohanoes w1th new 
. , ' 

idea s. Furnace-men were quite content to permit the J~ellY 

Pneumatio Comoany to keep oontrol of their patents. \~n fact» 

furn aoe·-men gave the matter no thought a.t all. r 
A ai tuation ,of this klnd had not b een ant1Clpa;,ti~ by 

Eber Ward. It had b een his belief that Amerioan ,~nci~~\.~ would 

'I '\ 
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be eageJ' to enter the lucrat1 ve st,eel market tn oompetl 'ion 

with Engllsh manutt{oturers. But it others would not attempt 

the new,. Ward would enter the field alone. He WilS a man of aotion 

and. war or no war. he was willing to 'fentUJ'e lnto steel and 

oontribute his beet toward driying English ma.nufa.oture from 

the Amerlo8Jl market. Durfee wa s ot the same opinlon. So was 

Morrell daspit,e the taot that hls Oambrla dlreoto%,'8 shied away 

trom t he propositlon. The t~ee holders ot the Kelly-Muehet 

patent rights were ready to plunge. The stage was set tor the 

first quantl ty produotion ot commero,lal .teel 1n the United 

St a.tes. 

_.::C,,', ::"': ' ~_'!:" ""{'r:'.' ~.' 
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THE DAWN OF A NEW ERA 

To undertake the manUfacture of a p roduot which has juat 

lef t the eXperimental stage. t o undertalc-e such a venture when 

t here ware no experi enced craftsmen in t he oountry, ' to invest 

in an ente rprise the va.lue of which was s till un~wn,. was a 

rathe r serious, as well as d.1scouraglng buslnes$,.) Eber Brook 

Ward was to dl .aoover. Standing byln this eff ort to make 

oommeroialsteel was W111h.m Kelly, who wa s more than willing 

to be of servioe. But Kelly was a dreamer, an inventor, and the 

pra.otioal Ward wa s satisn,ad tha t Kelly had oontributed to his 

full &bill ty when be perfeoted the pneUmatic p rooes,l1, It 

would henceforth be just a s well t o keep Kell y ouJc of the 

lndus t rYJ where he would p.robably d esire to continue hi sex ... 

perlments-, Ward was ti1.terested fll' ·s t <?f 8011 in' pu t ting the 

invention to p r a.ctica,l u ee.. There was Zoheth Durfee , who had 

gone to Englr.:nd , to Gem any and to Bel~lum ,to study , t l?-e new 

method of' steel manui'a.c;)tul'e. D\.ll~fee was praot1ea1~ :Dur!ee 
I 

would do. :aut other experienced 'Irorkers would be nee~~d~ 
. ' I" 

Zoheth Durfee recommended bie cousin. , a young m.~ 
1 ,-, 

" I,' 
whO had graduat ed frOiil the L.a.wrenoe SOientific SOhoo~i~'&nd w!lO 

, I \ \ 

ssachUs~tts~ was at the time an engineer in ~lew Bedford, }, , 
j 

SO it oame to pas s that William F. Durfee was lnBtal~~d at . ", \ 
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Wyandotte with orders to construct the fir s t steel plant in 

America.. 1 

1. Qrange COWlty TirllgS , Mi ddleton, New York, llovember 1 7,1899. 

The firatsuggestlon made by the younger Durfee was f or 

the oonstruction of a chemioal l aboratory wher e t he ver10us 

Lake SUperior ore s could be tested and wher e the proper chemical . " 

pr ooedure could b e determined. Thi s sugges tion wa.s quite new 

in indUstry. Tl'le eXperi mental labor ator i es of t he. present da.y 

had not yet b een cons i de r ed necessary. Though there were many 

iron furnaces and mills in t he oount ry. not one of their owners had 

,ever f ound it important to est abliah a resea r ch department. 

That the suggestion waa new troubled nard not a t a.ll. It made 

sense to him. He was investillg rilUoh of his money and he was 

prepared to proceed tho scientific way_ Durfee uas ordered to 

, build the l abora to,!'y, 

Where to f i nd the man to pl ace in oharge of e ,~per1mentatlOD, 

once t he bui l di ng was oompleted, rema.ined a. problem. I ron­

chemis ts were unknottn in t he Uni ted St a t es. Even ~111 1am 

Durfee knew little of iron manufa.c ture. Iron ore was his 

field. But Ii..ber Brock Ward. whose driving en()rgy knew no 

Obstacles, found a solution. a. solution wbicb was ta bave a f ar­

reaching effect upon t he. development of the Mi ddle Vlest. If 

t here wer e no workers w1 th a knowledge of i r on manufacture 

in t he United s t ates , reasoned the practloal lndus t r ,1allst, _ 

such worke rs would si!ltply be hb'sd where ever they c9uld be 
I ' 

found and lVould be b rou ght t o t hi s count ry.. To Engl~nd and to 

SCotland went Zoheth Durfee once again. Within a 8~O~t time 
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great numbers of experienced lron-vorkers c ame to Detrolt , and 

la.ter to Ch1oago and to Mi lwaukee. all brought in by Ward, 

all ultimately to beoom.e i mport ant. units in the great Ame r ioan 

mel tlng pot. Z 

2. Van Al styne Papers~ US. !!7Q. Census, m.soons in. Hi s torical 
~oclE'ty. . . 

Most impOrtant of t hese i mmi grant s was probably Emil 

Sohalk , a German oheIdet , who was a graduate of the Eoole 

Centrale of Paris. r:ohalk knuu steel, knew also t be type ot 

,are that would:. produce the best steel~ WlthDurfe,e he went to 

the sooth shore of Lake· SUperior, and there spent much time 
. ~nd/ 

testing the val'ious are depoe! ts which had be en unooverecf~'('f1nall,. 

determining t he grade which was to b e u sed in the Wyandotte 

experi ments. 3 

3. Wi ll lam F. Purtee, ~ 14.!nu fS}0·tui@ ~ i1fJU., 25. 
u) __ '_ L _ ~_~~' _ _ '-"----~_ 

Upon hi s retum from the north with hi ,s ore aample., 

Sehelk ~'1as lnetal l cd. a s ohief Of the new eXperimental l abor­

a tory VJ111ch had, by thi s time ,. been eoropleted. Because it 

s the first such 1n ntltutlon tn the country, the l aboratory 

was a rether crude affair, far dtfferent fr-om t hose to be 

built a t a l at er da y. Yet it was a beginnlng)and William 

F. Durfee was p roved entirely correct in his lns l s tettce tha t 

a pl ace be provided where an e:sc t knOWl edge of a.ll ~mrmat~rla.ls 

required i n the manufacture of high gl'ade atee.l coUld be 

obta.i ned. 4, 

----~-~--~-.----.-- -------'--- - -- - .---~------f1 

4., New Bedford.Massaohusetts, Evenlns Standard, l~oye'mber 1.5 ,1899 • 
.............. -- ----. - - -~------- ; ------~~-----~--,--."....,..-------
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Had WilH.am Kelly prooeeded in the same manner, he would have 

saved many a sleepless night. lfOUld have given his epooh.­

making invention to the world a t a muoh ear11er date . 

The work at Wyandotte progressed r apidly. An experimental 

steel plant , built as oheap1y as poss1b1e beoause the suooess 

of the venture was stll1 in doubt, was erected next to the 

labora.tory. The EUreka Furnace ; already doing business. was 

on an ad3acent property and would provide the required molten 
/' 

metal. William F. Durfee, who was 1n oharge of this work, had 

no blue prints to go by. There was no other steel factory 

1n t he Untted States nor was there anyone to whom he oould turn 

for adv1ce. The small Kelly oonverter,. Durfee- felt, would be 

of little use in making large quantities of commeroial steel. 

Something ot the situation in whioh these p10neer industrialists 

found themselves oan be gleaned from Durfee's oomment: 

"I had never seen any apparatus for the 
manufacture of s t eel by the method pro­
posed. and a desoription of that used 
by Mr. Kelly oonvinoed me tha t it was 
not sui table for an experiment on sO 
large a scale &S was oontemp1a.ted at 
Wyandotte." 5 

5. William F. Durfee, m2..oit •• 19. 

Nor was Durfee's task lightened by ~he mill workers who 

were now rolilng iron ralls in the Ward mill. To them Durfee 

was merely trying to produoe more "Kelly Fireworks" at Wyandotte. 

It would not be pos sible. they said, to provide the lntenee~ 

hea.t reqUired to drive the oarbcm from the ore by blowing oold 

air into the mol ten metal. Everybody except Durfee and Eber 

~'ard seemed to know that. And so these experimenters in commer. 

,':· ... ~';:.·:·~-h·" .:"{<:'.~. c" 
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cia1 steel at Wyandotte received the same treatment that Kelly 

had reoeived a.t Eddyvllle~ People jeered and they laughed and 

s-ays Durfeel 

6. Ibid. 

it" •• 1 t was made almost insupportably 
burdensOme by the outspoken oppos ition 
Qf nearly every influential person in 

yandotte." 6 

only Eber Brook Ward and Daniel J. Morrell stood by. The 

latter had oonfidenoe in Kelly whom he had seen at wort; the 

former had oonfidenoe that his own judgment had not been wrong. 

By September 1864 William Durfee had oompleted his ex­

perimental plant, had, in fact; already made small quantit1es 

of steel by the pneumat10 prooess. In the laboratory this 

sample steel proved eatisfaot.ory. The oonverter whioh Durfee 

had designed was muoh like the on-e utilized by Bessemer, though 

Durfee, by his own admission, had never seen a oonverter of 

any kind, not even the one built by Kel11'_ The Wyandotte 

reoeptaole was exceedingly small when compa red with 1 ts later 

day oounterpart, but 1 t wa.s oonsiderably larger than the one 

oop-struoted by Kelly • . With it Purf.ee oould turn out two and 

,;~e half tons of steel at a time. Some idea of what wae gOing 

on in the eXperimental shop at Wyandotte may be gf:thered from 

a statement made at a later da te by Durfee. 

. ':,-.~ :::"'rb'~ 

"Various experiments were tried and to 
test the duotlbil1ty and working 
qualities of the steel produced at 
Wyandotte, Bome of the early pro.­
duct was sent to Bridgewater.M&S8-
aobusett. and there rolled into tack 
plate and out into tacks ,..hlohwere 
pronounced to be very superior to any 

.,.> 



"revionsl, made of iron. ,In ardor to . 
test the welding qualltle8 of the steel, 
John BishOp, the blaok'Bmlth of t he work8, 
made a tobacoo pipe the size of an ordln~ 
ary olay pipe, the bowl and stem of Which 
were welded up on Wyandotte steel, and 
"ben perfec tly polished there was no ev­
i dence of a weld. I have now two jack_ 
knives and a r azor made of thi s steel, 
the knive s are rather soft but the raZOr 
was used regularly by my f ather f or fif_ 
teen years to his entire sa tisfaction." 7 

7. Ibid . 410. 

.. 138 ... 

Wi th the necessary ground work laid, Durfee and Sohalk 

were ready to attempt the produotlonof steel r ails t hat would 

p rove the 'equal of those being imported from England. 

It was on that eventful September 6.1864 that :!!!bel' Brook 

Ward carne to Wyandot t e from his luxur1ou8 home in Detroit. 

This day wa.s to determlne whether hie dream of a steel empire 

",a ,s tooome true. So.on he was to know Whether his m1118 could 

turn out good commercla1steel and t hus give employment to 

thousanda of men in the Middle West. He would know . hether h18 

experiment bad been suft"iolently sucoessful to d.rive English 

rails it-om the Amerioan market thus providing higher wagel;L~ 

!!lor e work for Amerioan labor.. Eber Ward had been looking fortta rd 

to t his, da.y for a long t1me and his fao.e was IIlOre solemn than 

ever a s he strode lnto the experimental shOp where stood 

Durfee's l .ittle t wo and one halt ton oonverter. Zoheth Durfee, 

who bad laid so muoh of the ground work", was on hand, as was 

Daniel Morre1l. who had never lost confidenoe in Vlilliam Kelly ' 

and who had oonvinoed Ward of the praot~caJ.ity of the new 

process. Present a180 were James Park. an iron master 1'1'01$ 

. ':_~, '. :~':":l_"'i '; ":,{<. .. ;:', ~;' 
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Pittsburgh and Will i am Lyon, another furnace op.erator. This 

was a momen~aua oooaslon,. I f Eber Ward t S experiment !)l'oved 

suocessful. Daniel Morrell would soon be making s teal at bis 

Cambria works and J runes Parks and Will iam Lyon ttoul d .be doi ng 

likewi se .at Pi t tsburgh. Much hung in the balanoe as t heso 11'011-

mast~rs wat ched. 

Next to the convertel' stood· Jobn Teeling., who had made 

t he shoe whioh was to take the pouring. There , too., stood J1m 

Conwa.y, who wa.s supervising the melting of the iron ore, and 

Matt Rlley, who had a. spec i al place of honor. f or be_as 

handling the oonverter. Boss of the, prooeedings; w1th his 

quick eye darting here and there I wes VIllli&! F . Durfee; who 

had direoted th,e myriad details of oonst ruotion and who had 

ins i s t ed upon the exper iment al laboratory in order t hat errors 

might b e a.voided. He too had much at stake~ ThOUsands Of 

dolla.rs had been poured into thi s eXperimental plant. but 

none of those men was t hinki ng of the money wbioh had been 

risked. They " el'e accu stomed to pl aying for higb stakes 

and they we!'e now engaged in a gamble whloh", if suocessful, W~tld 

ohange the .,ery economy of the Un:l ted States. Engineers would 

be ablet~ build of steel, they would be able to build structure. 

of whlohman ha.d never dre83ed. The Age of St eel would dawn 

upon America. 

And t hen, when all was in readiness, William Durfee gave 

the word and Jim Conway pulled the lever that shot the bot11ng, 

mol t en iron ore into the oonvertel'. The ool,d air bla.st had 

already b een turned on and within a moment the great pot beg~ 

to boll. Just as had happened a.t Eddyville and at' Oambria , red 

.~ ~ :..:,).-).~:.~ -'·'t,.,.;'·O; ~" 
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spark1lew toward the heaven8. Wi thin a few minutes the sparka 

turned yellow and then white _ the white whioh Kelly and 

Durfee had. oome to r eoognize as the end of the blow ... the white 

hloh indioa ted that the mol ten metal 'Was now good ,malleable 

iron. Another word from Durfee,and Jim Conway pulled another 

lever t hat l'eleaaed the proper amount of ep1egele1sen. Here 

wae MUshet l B oontribution. a simple procedure of which Kelly 

could not t hlr:l!. Again a. roaring l sparkling f l ame and then -

eo short ten minutes afte r it had all begun - the b a.ttle in the 

oonYs!'ter came to an end. the seething metal qUieted. Matt 

Riley tipped the oonverter and,hot comr~erc leJ. s teel shot lnto 

t he shoes whioh had been pr epared by Jobn Teeling. A look 

of trlWllphg1E~.a.med in the Ward eye.. Durfee was beside himself 

with joy and went about slapping one and all on the baok. Dantel 

Morrell f oresaw the end of tron rails. And the workmen whO 

had c a.r r i ed on, the great exper iment rushed shouting through 

the facto!y doors bent for SebaetopOl,for under the Ward ediot 

there wa s no llquoI- to b e had in Marine 01 ty. 8., 

8,. · The detal1s of t .hie soene weregalned in oonversa tions 
with John Teellng, Jim Conway and Matt Riley. 

The ,~oy thatl'elgned in that lit tle town on the Detro! t 

River on that bright Sept embe r da.y was no,unfoundede The 

~eat experi ment had b een a comple te sucoe8', and as James 

Swank i ~he Amerlc ~.l'1 author! ty on iron and steel , says '~thi8 

\'las the fIrst Bess emer s t eel M tle in the United States". 9 

9 • . James U. Swank . a.211 .• 409. 

"Kelly' e fireworks" had proved 1 teelf more than a mere 

• -;.~tI: ~ :,.-: .f:t":';: . ~:'i;"":" ' ~-..' 
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pyrotechnio display. Kell y's "all' bolling process" was a 

demonstrated fact. The abuse and t he ridicule whioh both Kelly 

and Durfee had been fo rced to endure now changed to .admira.tion 

and to praise. They, more than any others, were r esponsible 

for di soove ring the way to the lQarluf8.0ture of oheap s t eel. 

The ingots c ast on t he autumn day in Wyandotte stlll 

had to prove thems€:lVcs.. I t would be neoessary to 1'011 them 

i nto ralls , iJ'l ~·.Q p1a.t~ "into s t ructural shapes whi ch would be 

usable. And Eber Brock Wa.rd; flushed with t he suooess of his 

expens l ve gamble, wa.s anxi ou s to have the work p l"OCeed wl t hout 

del ay. was' anxious to build a l arge steel mill in order t ha.t 

the new p roduot oould be made available to all. But trouble 

was in the off ing., Rolling mallea'Qle iron and rolling steel 

were two different t hings. Warrle Brlnton,boss roller a.t 

Wyandotte, hesitat ed about roll ing the new steel .ingot., be­

oause he tl:l t t hat hi s roll s would ~reak. SUl)erlntendent 

Sam Pot t er supported his bose roller~ Ward wac furiOUS. He 

h e.d spent time and money to oommerela.11ze the Xel],.y process 

only to fInd t hat his !!lill would not be able to handle the 

produot. 

Even as he never lndulged in strong drInk, so Eber 

ard never used profane l anguage. But the glint in hls 

steely eyes. the determined Bet of his iron jaw, the nervous 

shifting of silver dollars from one hand to the other, told 

Potter platner than oould worda that the Big Boss was annoyed. 

When the former shipping tJOoon had made up his mind the 

lqgtc and the rea.soning ·of his assooia.tes oould not ohange him. 

The experimental converter had been bull t at Wyandotte w1 th the 

. -.. '.; ~ :".: J -').~, '. -"'{'.r:.'-: ~;' 
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t hought that steel would be rolled tn t he plant. George Thomas. 

cleaning up around the conV61"ter, saw the ~tl"Uggle t hat was 

going on between ~:rard and hi s pal"tners. "Roll steel or I'll 

RUlike a. goose-p'a toh out of Wyandotte":,' roar"ed t he bea.vy set 

little man. 

ate'al.. 10 

nd Sam Potter knew that be would have to roll 

10. As told by Georg~ Thomas. 

The shiny, new steel ingots were h~ated to what was, 

t hought to be the ' proper t emperatu re. One. wa.s plaoed between 

t he rolls and s lowly worked down into an elongated shcpe. The 

rolls we.r e set olosar) and again the bar was started through 

but this time l·t was proved t hat Ward.e Brinton and Gam Pott er 

knew whereof tbey spoke.. The roll broke. Bolling the new steel 

at Wyandotte was at an end for the time being. Eber Brock 

War d stalked away. bis j aw set , his brow -wrinkled in thought. 11 

11. As told by J ohn Teel i ng. 

While, the new was being tried at Wyandotte .. Orrin W. potter 

was rolling new and re-ro11ing old iron ralls 1n the Wa~ 

Ohio ago plant. He had not be en oonsul ted in rega.rd to t~e 
, 

steel eXpel'iments,,1cnew 11 ttle about them. But now the queI" 

came from t he boss, "Oan your equipment roll steel ral1.?· 

P·otter dld not knaw,but he knew Eber Ward. "Yes.- carne b ack 

the answer, and Orrin Potter s.etout in a frenzy to strengthen 

his rolls and to prepare them f Ol' isteel. When the time came to 

put through the steel ., " o. "II.:' had seen to 1 t that he. :hatl the 

necesearY powel'.12 
~---- - ---\ ------.-- --- r 

Van Alstyne Papers \ 13. \ 
.',~ :"';" )'": ':' ,,., ' ,, 
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It was not until May 24 ,1865, that the steel i ngots 

from Wyandotte were sent to Chicago. The American Iron and 

Steel Association was meeting in Chioago a t t he time) and 

E'ber Ward hoped to have an epoch1aking announo ement f or t he 

gathering. Because he had seen the rol l s in Wyandott e break 

under the stress of the steel , he would say nothing to his 

f ellow indUstriali sts until his experiment had proved a. 

suooess. Neither would he invite inter ested p~rsons to the 

rolling. Far too many had witnessed the collapse at Wyandott e. 

SUch demonstrations were not good for the futu re of steel. 

William F. Durfee, chagrined beoause of what had happened 

on the Detroit River, refused to go to Chicago. But Eber 

Brock Ward went. If his dream was t o end in f a ilure, he could 

stand it. Zoheth Durfee , who knew how it was done in Europe, 

came. The only stranger present was George Fritz, the man 

ho within a f ew years was to improve the rolls so tha t t hey 

could take the stra in ·of s t eel. 

Again the billets were heated to the proper tempera ture. 

The rolls began to tum; the Wyandotte steel was slowly 

pushed between t he heavy shapers. The three men who stood by 

and watched , two of whom had so much a t stake, held their 

breS't th. The ever-present .sllver dollar s were jangling in 

the big palms of Ward's hands. The steel proceeded t hrough 

the rolls. Nothing happened. Again and again the process 

wa s repea ted. Each time the billet became longer and thinner 

until finally it emerged, a r egulation t welve- foot r a1l. 

Two additional ingots were put t hrough the rolls. Hach made 

. ':", ~ ~::-,1.!,'":'; .':;~~. , -
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a rail, a ra ll perfect in all ".-espects. Orrin W. Potter 

had \-- r epared well for t hi s t eet. There would be none t o 

laugh. The Wyandotte st eel had become t he fi rst st eel r a ils 

in Amerioa. 13 . 

13. Det a ils of rolling f rom letter by O . ~ . Pot ter to W. F. 
Durfee, May 26 ,1865, Van Al s tyne Papers. 

Eber Brook Wa rd put away his silver dol lars, looked at 
. 

hi s l arge watch, r eceived the congratula tions of Fri t z. He 

had won. The meeting of the American Iron and St eel Assoo1-

ation could now be inf ormed. Any iron mill in the country 

could a rrange to roll steel rails in competition with the 

English p roduct. The Kel ly Pneumatic Process Company an tici­

pated profitable days ahead. 

Because t here would still be many skeptics, witnesses 

would have to be inv:'i ted to the next rolling. Three more 

s t eel ingots r emained, and Ward determined upon roll ing them 

t he next day, ' He woul d invite many to be present at his 

triumph. B. F. Janes t who wa.s in iron at Pi t t sburgh, was 

pr e sent for thi s second experiment, as were Lamborn, Phill ips, 

Swift and Kennedy of Oincinnati, iron-men all . d, of course, 

George Fritz was t here again t o see the phenomena, Which he 

was to improve so gr eatly, repeated. In addition, because the 

shrewd Wa.rd meant t o build a plant in Wi scons i n and also 

bec aUse he de sh " 'd t ariff protection for his neW enterpri se, 

he had Senator Howe from Wi sconsin and John Scoff iel d, who was 

a powe r l.n Badger s t a te politics" pr esent. If Ward could con.. 

vinoe these men of the feasibility of rolling steel 1n Amer ica, 

,' .•. ~~ ~ :,.-: ,f:'t~:-co "'{l~ '" ~. ' 
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others ",ould soon beoome converted. There would be no more 

scoff ing. Three addi tional r ails were rolled as smoothly 

and as perfeotly a.s on t he previous day. rote Superi ntendent 

Orrin W. Pott er t o Eng1n~ er William F. Durfee : 

14 Ibid . ----...... 

"Everyt hi ng went so well I r eally wanted 
you to see some of the good of .your 
labors for so long a time under auah 
trying ciroumstanoes. You have done 
hat you set out to do, a.nd done it 
ell , and I am gl ad to congra tulate 

you and rejoi ce with you, for I can 
appreciat e some of your diff iculties , 
and want~d you to hear some of t he 
prai ses bestowed upon your l abors as 
you r iohly deserved. II 14 

One of t he gleami ng new r a11s was displayed a t the 

meet ing of the Iron and St eel Assooiat ion i n order that t hose 

who had scoffed mi ght now oome to wonder and to prai se. A 

seoond r ail was out into short lengths to be used for analytioal 

purposes and as souveni r s. The remaining fou r ra11s were 

pl aced on the right of way of t he Chi cago & liorthweetern 

Railway, there to be te st ed under actual service conditions. 

That they stood the test well i E:l6Videnced by the faot t hat 

rail road men were r api dly weaned f rom the old rails which 

r eouired rerolling every eight or el ve months., The t r acks 

of the r ailroad web wer e bm<eeforth to be made of s teel. Eber 

ard had made certain of t hat on t he enty- fourth day of May 

in 1865. 15 

15. Wi l l i am F. Durfee , 2n.~., 26. 

" .. :,~:...:~ -~:, .~ ~ ' ..... " ~'. 
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The n~w steel empi re , so reasoned oapt a in Ward, ~aG to 

be establi shed at Wyandotte. The Mi ddle West was to beoome 

mi~hty, mighty in indust ry as well as in agricul t ure. Detroit 

would become t he industrial oapital of the na tion. St and ing , 

one day, in his off ioe o.n the banks of the Detro! t River, t he 

river whioh he had come to know eo well sinoe early childhood , 

Ward expla ined to hi s good friend Hamilton Gay Howard: 

"Hamilton , you will probably live to 
see the day when Detroit will be one 
of the l argest manufacturing centers , 
1f not the l a rgest, in t he world.. I t 
c·an happen because wi th iron and oop­
per in i mmense quantities to t he north 
of it, coal to the south of it, and 
pl en ty of Detroit River water in front 
of it, and big canals being made of 
ConnQr's Cr eek at one end and River 
Rouge at t he other, water in super­
abundance would be a t hand, and Det­
roit would resolve itself into an in_ 
dUst r i al i sl and of the grea test ex­
tent on earth. " 16 

16. Cited i n Detroit ~t April 17, 1939 . 

Eber Brook Ward was indeed a man of vision. The present 

city of Detroit with its t eeming industrial subUrbs proves his 

prophecy true. But it was this new .... born industri 1 gi ant who 

could not only elnbrace eo great a picture of t he future" but 

who could likewise strlveto bring it to realization , 'IIhcjcOUld make 

1 t c ome true. It was he who bunt the ttbig oanal at Connor 's 

Creek ft , and 1 t was he who pl anned a steel empire t ha t would 

extend along the entire l ake shore from Wyandotte t o the Rouge , 

the Rouge t hat was one da.y t o be the s1 te of Henry F'ord' s 

colossus. 

While Ward foresaw and foretold the future of Detroit, 

\ 
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he was prevented from bringing h1 s pl ans to ful l real ization 

by the obj eotions of hi s associa tes. Jo' i rst to go was \Villlam 

F •. Durfee who had pl ayed so i mportant a part in buildi ng the 

exper i mental pl ant and in making the firs t oommercia l steel . 

Ward c oul d tolerate no delay, To manufacture steel wa s his · 

dominant desire. He saw no r eason why i t should not be made 

1n tbe eXDerill1ental plant. But Durfee felt t hat t he make sbift 

p 1 ant would not dO, and he c ou ld pOint to tbe broken rolls to 

SUbstantiate his ola im. Ward r e fu sed to listen • . He would 

make steel at Wyandotte. Durfe·e, knowing tha t there was no 

ay in whioh the iroll;J!Jaster's' mind could be cbanged onc e he 

bad oome to a . conclusion. regr etfully r esigned hls position in 

the pl ant he loved BG well i• resigned jus t one month af ter he 

had a chieved hi s g r ea t es t triumph 1n tha t pl ant . With Durfee 

out of the way . Ward turned to the manufacture of s t eel . But 

again his eagernes s b ad warped his usual sound judgment . The 

expe r i mental pl ant was t hat and n ot hing more. It could not be 

ma'-I e to pay as a s teel p roducing un! t , and Durfee was a.ble to 

report 'that the ""works were ol o sed -afte r about a year ' s 'ID .. 

p rofi t able experience" . 17 

17. Wi ll i am F. Durfee , .9l2..cit . , 2 7. 

The works were not closed b efore l<:be r I'd made one more 

effort t o save h ie visionary s t eel empire for the banks of the 

Detroit R1ve r . He would build a. n ew pl ant, :plant in which 

st~el c ould be made and r olled with profit. His a s sooia tes 

obj ected. It would cost a mill ion dGlla r s to build such a 

.. :.>~: .. :A!.~:., "'~;;.; .•. ~,. 
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fac tory , they s ai d: .. Wha.t of it ; responded Wa.rd . tfWhat if it 

cos ts $5 ,000 ;000 , it 1s the coming thingfl . 18 

18" Ci t ed in Detroit Fr ee Pres!!, August 14,1923. 

t t he counsel of Zoheth Durfee, Sam Pott er and Fred 

Van Alstytle prevailed. Wi l 11am Durfee had gone back to New 

. Bedford because of t hi s i s sue. Wa rd had no wish to al ienate 

t he others. If Wyandott e on hie beloved r iver was no t to 

become the sea.t of h i e s t eel empire , so be it. It was a hard 

81 tuatlon for headJ')trong Wa r d to accept . But he h ad known 

other r everses - many of them. Let Wyandott e remain an iron 

works. He would build his s t e el mi lls in Chicago and in 

Milwaukee. The brea k.ing of the roll in ·the Wyandotte plant 

when the steel ingot proved t oo mucll for it on that afternoon , 

of September 6 , 1864 , ohanged the destiny of the city of 

DetrOit. The crack ing of tha t roll symbolizes the turn- 0f 

f ate, for Detroit was not to become the s t eel center of t he 

United St a tes. That honor was to be car ried by Eber Ward to 

Cbicago)and there, upon the foUndations which he had l a id , 

as to b e r eared the gr ea.t Unt t ed St a t e s St eel Corpora.tion. 

There was to a r i se t he g i gantic Gary Works, t he very heart of 

steel . 

Wyandotte di d not becomen flgoose patoh ft as Ward had 

predi o t ed. Iron continuod to be manuf c-.ctur ed there until 1893. 

But the plant wa s never overly successful . Something was 

a l way,s brealdng down or blowi ng up, even as 1 t had during that 

fi r s t e~eriment. Matt Riley, who should know., still complains 

, II " of the boil ers ... black sheep boilers he calls t hem. They were 

. ' " :" ~ :"·:'''-t~ ·c "'?;,,~". ~'. . 
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a l ways blowi ng up; a t one t i me k i l ling three of the workmen •. 

The 'Dani o of .1893. proved too muoh for the mi ll . St eel was 

rapidly driving i ron out of the market and Wyandotte eventually 

closed. For oome twenty ye ~l's the 01 ty was nothing more than 

a lit'i~le river settl ement. Gradually t .he mi lls d isap;)ea.red , 

other Ward enterpri s es moved elss,"1her e or l i kewi se disappeared, 

until , a t t he beginni ng of the enti e t h century , t he a.utomob ile 

d id f or the Detroit River what s t eel mi gh t have done many years 

bef ore. Then new bu siness came t o Wyandot t e. The ol d Ward 

mill off i ce became the 01 t y bank , the mi l l yaI'd bloGsomed for th 

s t he l ead i ng business stree~ and~he spot where tha t first 

littl e t wo and one hal f ton c onverter h ad been. erected by 

Wi lH.am Ii' , Durfee , theTe stands now t he Wyandotte Public Li brary. 

No sign of the hustle and bustle of t ho old mill town remai ns , 

no i nd i c a t i on tha t t hi s i s the spot where t he firs t s teel by 

t he pneuma t i c process was made in America. no .i nd l cation except 

the someti mes s t ill- smoul de ring charooal pits to tho west ·and 

a 11 t t le tablet on the Publ i c Li bra r y whi ch reads , below a 

r a ised representation of the Kelly converter : 

",'. : ... ;.,0-;-,": ,; 

II Thi s tablet 1s ded i c a ted to the memory 
of t hose pioneers of t he s t eel indu s try 
who i n 1864 ., on thi e the ai te of t he 
Wyandotte Iron Work·s , erected t he f i rst 
Bess emer St eel Oonvert er ueed commercially 
f or t he manufac ture of Bessemer s t eel in 
i\mer ica . ff 

· ,: · 't,;·~· ~'.' 



Chapter Xl 

THE SATTLE .OF THE PATENTS 

The fact that E'ber Ward and his piOJleer a sooia tes in 

the steel i ndustry had proved at Wyandotte and at Chicago 

t hat trle making; of Bessemer s teel was fea sible .in t he United 

St a tes .d that i t was no longer necessary to i mpor t t he 

English product, c onve r t ed neither the r a ilroads nor t he 

iron- men t o t he use and manufaoture of ste el . The Kelly 

Pneumatic Proc e s s Comp any, which had expect;ecl a D.risk demand 

f ox' its 11oensef:l, had l ittle t rouble handling the business 

whioh oame to it. The Ward experiments had been carried forward · 

during the Civil War . That conf liot had tempora rily s topDed 

the extension of :railroads) a.."1d the t oads a t the time we re the 

princ i pal users of pneurllatio- prOcessed steel for ra ils. The 

iron~nastere \7ere busy turning out orders for t he Union armi e s." 

and t hey had no time for new i deas. 'l'h~ were not a t all like 

Eber Ward. He , too , 'l7as f ill ing government c ontracts, was 

filli ng t hem and was maki ng a f ortune a t it. :ut he was n ever 
! 

oontent wi th the p r esent. Even \vhile his pl ants we,..e humming 

because of Uni on ordertiJ,he found time to exper1me~~ Wit\ the 

new; f ound time to tryout t hat whioh he thought ,would itake -
I, 

SUoh f oretsigkt 
" I, \ 
I I, \. 

was not oommon in indus t rial circles during the s1xt~eS. ~ t 

',', I' \ 
t ! r. \' 
I ., '\ \ 

I ' 1 :.' 

up the slack in bUs iness when peace · carne. 
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John Fritz , who had witnes aed t he rol ling of the fi rst 

steel rail s , was engaged in t he iron indUstry a'>1d wa.s , a t a 

lat e r period , ·t o become a pi on ee r ' i n s t eel a!:'l superi ntendent 

of Bethlellem. Yet duri ng the late sixties he was not intere sted 

in the Kelly prooes s . I ron was good enough for h im. As he . 

expla in s it in his Aut obi ography: 

"But having all the work we oould do 
on iron r a.ils we pai d but lit t le 
a t tenti on ~GO s t eel , as the i nforma.tion 
I r eoeived from Mr. Griswold sati sfi ed 
lile that it was u seless to spend any 
more ti(lle on the steel question. U 1 

1 . John Fritz . A.utobioS'raph~h 151 . 

The patent oontroversy between Ward and Griswold , t hen 

in the off ing., wa.s causing the wily Fr1 tz t o keep out of steel. 

Others , likewise ,. were wai ting for the settlement of the i ssue 

. b_efore t t ansforming their plants to the needs of t he new product. 

, ;: There" wer-e those who were r eady to fol low the lead t aken 

by Eber Ward but they plunged without having t heir 0011rge well 

oha.rt ed. So 1 t was t hat in 1868 a group of Pennsylvania lron­

masters prepared to comme roiali ze the Kelly- Mushet prooess . 

Pi ')ne·era t hough they were , they f ·a..iled to heed er Wa rd's 

advioe. They establ i shed no ohemical laboratories , spent little 

time in eXperimentat ion, depended rather upon their own 

1ngenuity. The r esult of their effort is chronioled by 

Durfee when he says : 

. '.>~ :"_:.f !. ~ ." 

"The whole of t he invest ment haVi ng 
be en utterly los t in oonsequenoe 
of a t t empting to u se materi al which 
an analysis cost1ng not over $50. 00 

""(i~':'~'" 



would have sllown to be absolutely 
unfit for the purpose intended. " 

2. Will i am r . Durfee'" Q!2.. oit . J 21. 

Even David J ,. Morrell, eo-partner wi t h Ward in the 

Kelly Pneumatic Process Oompany t was having diff icul t i es 
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with his Cambr ia Iron Works di rector s. The organlz.a t i on was 

maki ng handsome profit s in iron, and saw no r eason f or risking 

losses in s t eel . Morrell's ar guments and pleading f ell on 

deaf ears until he deolared in 'the midst of a hoated di scussion: 

" ~entlemen , you may thi nk me Cr&2Y , 
but i f you u Ul pay me the book 
valu e for my stock , I stand ready 

o put every c ent of it i nto a 
Kell y_Uushet s t eel pl an t . If :3 

3 . Ci ted by Hel'bert U. Cacsou , .Qll_git., 18 
, 

110rre11 h ad \latched Kelly "'evelop hi s process in t he 

Cambr i a yards, had seen the first et eel made a t Wyandott e , 

had ab sorbed much of the enthusiasm ood . optimism of Eber 

Brock Viard. He bel i eved firmly t hat thi s was to become a 

orl d of st eel. He was \lilling to risk his enti re fortune 

on t hat bel i ef . Li t t l e wonder t hat with so f ine a di spl ay 

of conf i denee, he ulti mat ely won ove~ his board of di r ectors. 

Cambri a slowly went into st eel, forged ahead until, at a much 

l atel' date~ Andrew Carnegie wa s fo rced to admit .t hat t he 

Johnst o pl ant "produoed more great steel makers t han any 

other norks in the United St a tes ll
• 

1 
Like JOM Fritz, t he ironmasters fear ed a pat ent f i ght . 

They we r e willing enougb to tryout the new metal which was 

being mad e by blowing air :hrough molten iron oreJbut t hey 

. '.:",~ :;:·~l. ~ .~ ~ (.ro' " 
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ere no t l' y to risk heavy t h:rough l i t i gation. 

They kneor t hll.t the Bessemer , as well as the Kelly , pat ents 

auld exp i re in 1870. ' n w~ \'till wa it" t said t he mill owners , . . 

(f and nee what happens t hell, " 

Shortly before the or i g i nal patent (?,I'<'2.nt s ".7Gl'C to expi r e , 

both Bes:::emer and: Kell y asked for l'enc\7als. I n 1855 . when 

Kell y heard tha t o.n Engli ehma.n was p.sking f or 0. Un:aed s t a tes 

pat en t on the pneumatio p rooes s of roa1::1ng steel t he: fi l ed his 
, 

claim in tIle Pat ent Offioe and by bri nging in the neighbol's 

who had VIi tnessed the 't f i !'~n\!orks" at . Eddyvl1le and who had 

i t nessed horseshoe be1ng h amme red fro!') the white flakes , 

he wns abl e to prove that he h~ used the . recess at leas t 

Beven years befor e Bessemer fi l ed an apulic atioll. The 

Commi ssi oner of Pat ents V'fas oonvinced of Kelly' s cla1m, :i s sued 

a patent t o the Ame r ican , and thus pl aced an i mpedi ment 

a.gai nst t he Bes seme r patent . 

Now . fourteen yeaxa lat er ,. t he old fight was t o be 

conti nued. SUpporting Kelly " S olai ms '161'0 Eb er Ward , Daniel 

:or1'e11 and Zohct h Durfee . Oo~osed WOI'e p r actical l y all of the 

i ronmast6~B and r a ilro builders in ·the United St a t es . They 

oared li ttle as t o the :rights involved. he meet ing out of 

ju s tice '!'fas not their funot i on.. E the patents wore permi tied 

to l apse, no royalties would have to be pa id. 'l'ha t ·wae a s far 

as t he i ntereat s of tht' iron barons uont. The railroad men 

ere in oomple te l'oement . lTo royal t i es -;vou l a mean eheaDer 

r a11s. Eber Br ock Ward sai d no thing.. L'ut he 1100 inf luential 

friend s . Ther e was Sena t or Howe of Wi sconsin, and Ben Wade . 

·'·'.fl,~ ':. ~.' .. .... : .• :. :.-: A _!.~,. ~ 



his new father~in-Iaw . and Daniel Morrell , s till in Oongress. 

A g r eat battl e w-a s being waged behind the sc enes and t hen, 

Commi s sione r of Paten-te Lea:gett f ound : 

"Mr . Kelly1 s patent was put in i nter .. 
fe r ence with Mr . Bessemer' a pa tent 
while pending in the offioe and in 
all points wher e int erference exi s t­
ed, p ri.ority was declared in iavor 
of Mr . Relly •••• The ('ue ation of 
novel'ty hav:t.ne; been t wic e ca r efully • 
inve s tigated by- the office, and 
t wice conc eded to Kelly upon exac t l y 
the aame evidence now before t he 
of f ice, it would be ridiculous to 
~o behind the se decisions and deny 
the novelty of the inventio~. It 4 

4 . ~l.~ci s ions of _ the Commissioner S2!. Pa t ents ., 1871, 1 86 . 

Commi s s i oner Leg;~et .1G found , fu r t he rmor e, tha t durinll the 

Ii ~e of the paten'c Kelly had r eceived r oya l t i es amounting to 

only ';;2 , 400, i;vh ich brought h i m to the c onclus i on 'that the 
\ 

American invent or had II a olear cas e en ti t l i np: him to an 

extens ion" • 

Eber Ward and hi s infant Pneu::mtic Pl'ooess Com"oany had 

on, had, in f a.c"G , secu1".:;d a n ew lea se on life. t the 

c ontrove r sy as to 'the relative ;11tn-i ts of t he Bes semer and 

Kel l y 01 a..lfllS oontinued to r age t h roughout -the iron d i s triots . 

Many t here were, anu s till a re, who won<1el' ho esserder in 

Engl and and Kelly i n Amerioa conce ived of t he i dea of b l owing 

ool d air t hrO"ugh mol t en metal a t e:itao"tly t he same time. They 

lnt to those t wo El1g1i shmen who had b een i-iorking w:U;h Kelly 

on hi s experiments , an d who, in the dead o f n i ght, d i sappea red. 

They point to the fact t hat fUr ther inves tigat i on revealed 

that the Engli shmen. who negle¢t~d to ask for t hei r earned pay 

", ·:;:.t·Lo: '; "'f;;-:':" 
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before leaving, had embarked upon the first boat whieh sailed 

for England. It is likewise related t hat when Zoheth Durfee 

returned from England) he oarriEd a p ioture of Bessemer and 

showed it to Kelly wh11e Vis! tiniffhe inventor's hOme. Kelly. 

so his wife ins ists, immed i a tely recognized the pioture as 

t hat of one of the Englishmen who had worked for h1m at 

Eddyville.. ·:Mrs. Kelly dld not relate t his story witn after 
and 

b l)th Kelly and Durfee had dled.~latmed that her husband , who 

had been oalled insane by some and who bad been laughe.d at by 

other$., refused to make known this startling faet for feal' that 

h i: wQuld be ridiouled. 5 

5. This story i s told in great detail by John Ii . Bouoher, 
W,.liam Kell1_ Ohapters I,ll:, and VIII. 

Whether or not this story fits the facts is of little 

importance. It is now an established and an aocepted fact 

that Kelly preoeded Bessemer in malting steel by the pneumatio 

process, After a c a reful study, the Secretary of the Iron and 

s t eel Inst1tute, James M. Swank, oonoludes: 

"It 1s olaimed t hat William Kelly 
of Eddyville" KentucHcy, a native 
of PI. t tsburgh, disoovered and used 
extensively the pneumatio principle 
e>f the Bessemer prooes8 several years 
before it dawned upon the mind of 
'Bessemer., The vaJ.ldltyof this 01a1m 
oannot be impeached. It 6 

6. James M_ Swank .. oD.oit •• 399. 

Herb ert N. Cae son, who !Ilade an extensive study of steel, 

arrived at the same oonolusion as d id also Robert W, HUnt, the 

" ·:·I:~~:·";I ·:· ! " ''j , -" ' , ~:' 



- 158 -

veteran Ohioago metal expert, and ,James park. associated with 

Ward and a ploneer steelJDa.ker in his own r ight. All of this 

ev1dene~, ooupled with the findings of the Commi ss1onerot 

Patenta, would indio ate tha t the pneu~a:U.o prooess f or t he 

manufactUre of steel should be knoWn t~af. as . the Kelly, rather 

than as the Bessemer me'thOd. 

The patent oontr over sy bad muoh to do .1.th t he exal tatlon 

of the Bessemer name. Ironmastera and r a l1roaders of the day 

belit t led Kelly, pra.ised Bessemer, beoaUse they wished to 

esc a.pe royal tles. Eber Wa.rd may also be ohar ged with some of 

the b lame. He desired to s ell hls steel to Amerioan railroads 

and to Amerioan industry. Bessemer steel had been developed 

for oommercial uses in England several years before t he Kelly 

prooess beoame ~own to the ' trade 1n the United Sta te.. The 

English firms, even during tbe Oivil War. were selling their 

produot on the American market, while the indUstrialists on this 

side of the Atlantio were satisfied with their iron busine.,s" 

Heno e;. Bessemer steel was already known '0, the Amerioan trade,) 

and the oanny Ward knew that 1. t WOllld be easier to eell hi8 

steel Under the Bessemer name than under tbe 'hame of the true 

inTentor. Ae tor Kelly, he oon80led bimself with the thought 

that VespuOiu8 had given his name to the Western Hemisphere" 

ColumbuS. too, had been forgotten. 

'The Bessemer patents, deepi te the faot tha t they bad been 

denied by the United St at es Pate-nt Office, bad, ne'Vertheless" 

invaded the Ame rican field. Oooper & Hewitt held the lieense 

in England and had paid Bessemer $250,000 tor the tight of 

using the prooess in the Uni t ed States. This tll'11, in turn, 

... ··.>.;:;:,,1:1:, ·. .... ~.,,~ .:. ~.' 
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sold the rights ' to Winslow. Gl',is\lold & Holley of Troy', New 

York, the l a rgest lronma.sters on the Atlantio seaboard, a 

fiM whioh held large government oontracts and in whose ya rds 

John Ericsson' 8 famous M9nitot had been oons t ruoted. 7 

7., J. S. Jeans ,Stee). t 58, 

In 1864, two yea,,·s after Eber Ward's company was f 'ormed., 

the T1'oy people a~tempted to make steel unde,%' the Bessemer 

license., They built an expe.xlrnental pla.nt)but because t he,y 

fail ed to seoure the services of' practioal' steel men, their 

eff ort was not sucoessful. Ward was making steel at Wyandotte 

and at Ch1oagt)" and the eastern company, 1. ts produotion a 

failure', flled a la1t'JNl t olaiming Infringement upon their 

patent r1ghts. 

The pneumatio proceaiJ ., whioh was the ba de of the 

litigation befOre the courts, oonsists of forc1ng a stream of 

oold air under presSure into an egg abaped vessel, which haa 

been partly filled with mol ten iron., The oxygen of the air 

oombinea with the oarbon and silioon 1n the iron and eliminates 

both. The result is mall eable iron to whioh a defini te amount 

of epiegeleisen or f 'e%'1'O' manganese is added. William Kelly, 

as attested to by all author~t1e8 inclUding the Un1ted States 
that 

Patent Offioe, d1seoVel'~ tbe factAJDOl ten iron oould be 

purified by injeoting astreSJU of oold alr., Robert Mushet 

re-introduced the proper amount of carbon by adding spiegel'; 

eieen. Be ssemer bull tthe fir s t practical converter. The three 

men had a hand in discovering the process of ~king stee1 by the 

pneumatiC petbOd. 

~~;:)·h·· . ~ ',~ . 
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Ward and h~s company, oontrolled both the Kelly and the 

MUshet pat ents. but Ale%ander Holley and his a ssOCia tes held 

the rigbts to the conver ter. Neither the Wyandotte group nor 

the men of Troy oould make steel \, 1 thout inf l'inging upon t he 

pat ent rights of the other. ard, who ha ted l aw su1 ts J 1'8-

" ' . ' 

oognized t his fact at an early stage,and it was this tha t caused 

him to discard the Be ssemer machinery and u se the c onver ter built 

by William Durfee in its pl ace. 8 

8. .W11l 1am F. Durfee, sm..oit.; 27. 

The Durfee oonverter was n.ot as satisfactory as the one 

developed by Bessemer,but w1th it t he Wyandott e c apitali s ts 

appear ed to be masters of both the legal and comme:reial si tuation. 

A weakness 1n the Ward olaims developed when 1 t was found 

that lmshet, through sheer negleotand carelessness " bad 

permi t ted his patent to lapse in ,England. Beoause he f ailed 

to pay the required fees on tlme,he lost all right to h1s 

di scovery and the ironmasters gleefully appropriated his process. 

There "ould be no more royalties to pay" whioh caus.ed-Mushet 

to remark ruefully:, 

' So my process became publi0 property 
and Mr. Bessemer had a perfect right 
to make use of it, and his pl"Osperlty 
dat ed from that period." 9 

9. Cited by J ames M. swank, on"cit •• 40a. 

At a later date Bessemer reoognized his indebtedness to 

Musbet by paying him $1500 annually in the na ture of a pension. 

Bessemer himself is reputed to have oollected $5,a50,000.00 in 

";: :;: ~-)::.; "'Tt,,..,::,," 
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r0l"al ties .. 

To Eber Brook Ward the lapse of the MUshet patent c ame 

as a shook. ~o lon~er could the Kelly Pneumatio Company demand 

fees on t his end of its business. Worse yet; it l ef t the 

Wyandot t e group with only ~he Kelly pneumatio patent, whl1e the 

Troy people held the oonver ter rights. Tha t appeared to place 

the t wo groups on an even ba.s i.tor b ar gaining in an att empt to 

settle the law SUi te whioh were dr aggi ng t hr ough the oourts. 

Just wha t transpired to oause Eber Ward and Daniel 

Morrell to make the agreement whioh they entered into with 

lnslow,Griswold & Holley haa never been made olear. When the 

smoke of battleolea r ed, after many hours spent in stuffy hotel 
, ' 

rooma, the announoement wasroade that the twooompanies had 

merged, that Troy would hold a seventy peroent inter est in the 

new oompany" and that Ward and his associate,s would r e tain the 

other th1rty peroent~ 10. 

10.. Herb ert N. Oa S90ft, ~. c~t. t 17.; James Bouoher" on.S11. ,10.7. 

There was .hlsper1~ tha t Ward had oonsented to t his 

agreement only after :I. t was made worth hie while", but there is 

no proof to substantiate tha t rumor.. Never in hie extensive 

dealings had any questlonas to his integrl ty ar1sen"and what-

ever was done on this oooaslon. it can be taken tor granted 

that his a ssooiates _ere tully informed. Itia true that 
t. i ' l 

Ward d1sliked 1awauits. SO dl~ J.{orre1l;>who was a Quakpr. It 

ie also true tha.t .ward wa s ,eager to proceed w1 th his'\: steel 
" 

plant in Chioago and in Milwaukee" whit Morrell wae lotaf'flng; to 
I 

.,.·······.~:;;:-' -h·c "'{> ,.; ", ~'.' 
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do likewi se a t Oambr1A. The Kelly Pneumatic Oompany r epr e sented 

only a ema.ll lnveet ment . for Kelly had been t aken into member. 

ship on a. pe r centage basis. On the oth0r ha.nd , the Tr oy 

or gan1zation held a l arge financlal s takesll'lce t hey ha.d 

pa i d hand somely £'·01' the Amer10an right s. If they were to make 

any r e tum upon their inve stment, they would have to ooll eot 

royal ty on a great many tons 01 Ame r ican made Bessemer s t e el .. 11 

11. OWeb ve. Potter, Q..ll. Eott$!J" Tf!Bl1m9DX. 1151. 

In the l1ght Qf the f inanoial i ntoreilt s involved, the 

Pneuma tic Steel Cotnpany.. whioh was' ,a consolidat10n of the t WQ 

inter ests. looks not qU1 te so atrahge a.s many 'in tha t da.y and 

1n t hi s ~ould have it appear. 

ll11am Durf,ee, who was watching t he consolid.a ttan 

f rom his home 1n New Bedford. was furious. He b elieved t hat 

the Ward gr oup had sold out shamefUlly. But 1 toould b e of 

small conoem to Durfee, he had ,,1 thdrawn f rom. the Wyandotte 

enterprises. Kel1'y, too, wa.s displeased. and opined that 

"the day will oome when some one will do me justioe ft ~ 12 

12" Oi t ed by Herbert N.Ca sson, m2;.oit., 13. 

For the Uni.ted St a't es the a.ma.lgamation was exactly what 

was n eeded. England wa s rapidly wtnning the American ma rket. 

As ea rly as 1863; when Eber Ward wa .s just starting with his 

exper iments. the Pennsylvania RailrOad ordered one hundred 

.. fifty tone of steel rails from English manufacturers and ' 

, 'J ~~:"-:,~.!,.',: ~ ' .. ~ .. 
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that amount waG being inoreased ea.ob year. Unless Ame rioan 

industry entered eompeti tion without delay the market would 

be lost. 13 

13. J . S •. Jeans • .2ll.01j •• 144. 

The Pneumatic s t eel Oompany, with Ward and Marrc,11 its sponsor. 

in the Vlest end with Hol1ey~G:t'lswold &: Winslow to give it 

impe tus 1n the East. was soon licensing manufacturers in 

various parts of the oountry .• oharging one dollar a ton 

r oyal ty for the use of their prooess. Kelly collected $480,000 

in royalties front the organization. slightly !!lore tban balf 

or what Bessemer received for the pu:rchase of hiB :rights by the 

Troy group. 14 

14. .D!.J4. 11. 

Kelly reoeived his royal ties during the seven years 

following the orga.nization of the new oompany; his patent 

rights having been extended only for tha t . length of time. 

Had e%tended 1i tlgatlon b een dragged through tbe oourts * the 

produotion of steel would have b een farther r e t arded) and it 1s 

entirely poss1ble that Kelly would ha.ve received fal' less in 

royal ties •. 

itb the famatioD of the Pneumatio Steel Company, the 

United Sta.te~ bec ame steel oonsoious. Ch1oago.1dlwaukee and 

Johnstown beoame bumming steel oenters in the West, while Troy 

b~ame a leader in the East. Iron manufaotu.rere in all parts 

took on steel. first as a ddvine and then as their major 

produot1and ascompet1tlon g1'ew keen)prloes gradually drOpped. 

,' : .: .•.• ~;:A_!:; .. · '··{i ~.~··. < 
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st eel rails fell from $166 a ton in 1867 to $45 a ton ten years 

. later. Engli sh steel waG gradually dl'iven from the American 

market. Resul t .G indioated that :€ber BroOk Ward knew exactly 

what pe was do ine when he entered into the agreement with the 

men of Troy~ Ther e i s merit in the statement that: 

"Tremendous stri des in the steel 
indu stry came only afte·r the 
Wyandotte and T;roy oompanies had 
tnerged their interests and made 
t he Kelly p rocess ava.ilable to 
the increasingly important lron­
mas t ers. tI 15 

15. FieeherSolentlflc Company, The Laboratorx , January 1940. 
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Ohapter XII 

THE AGE OF STEEL 

When" a.fter the viotorious oono1usion of the Oivil war, 
,I " the Iron Trails oontinued the1r wes tward push, an apparen. 

market for steel r a ils __ s opened to the lronmaeters. But 

t hey were not r eady to proft t by the s1 tua.tton. They had been 

filling war order s. had paid little attention to Ward and his 

exoerimente with the Kelly "alr boiling prooess". Ward, too, 

was not in complete readiness. H1e Wyandotte effo]!.'t had proved 

t'Utlle,and while ralls had been rolled in his Chlcago plant, 

t hey had b een ehaped by machinery constructed p r1ma.rily f or 

tpe re-rolling of u sed iron rail.. SUcb macbinery would p rove 

of lit t le use if r egularly adapted to the steel prOdUct. The 

Troy b·onma.sters, who now had every right to make steel, .hile 

succ essful in thelr iron venture , were never to achieve 

reoognitlon1n steel. Only Danlel J. Morrell, who had given 

Kelly a corner of the Oambria yard for his exper iments, was 

:ready" When, by hi s threat to r e td: r e f rom the company" his 

director s bad changed front, Morrell ",a.s pl ac ed in a "position 

wbere be could prepare for the demand for steel which he saw 

in the of fing. He proceeded with the const ruction of a steel 

p1ant,and it was but natural tha t the first commercial order 

_ 163 ... 

.. :.; ...• ~.: ~-~ ... ,.; "h';':'~' 



- 165 ... 

for steel ralls ln Amerioa should be rOlled in the Cambria 

Works at Johnsto.u. Robert W. Hunt. who had reoeived at l east 

a part of his training 1n Wyandotte,. was in charge of this 

first order whloh was worked through the shops in 1867. 1 

1. Joseph G. Butler, Fifty Yea," !1t.1tfm. and steml . 6S. 

The exper ienoe of Ward at Wyandotte and of Griswold and 

HOl~ at Troy demonstrated oonc1usively that it would not be 

practioal to attempt the manufaoture of steel prOduots in an 

iroD works. New shops, given over exclusively to steel, would 

have to be erected. I't Is a matter of record tha t the only 

success ful steel made 1n America was manufactured in speoial 

plants. \"lard. after one expensive lesson, reoognized thi s fact 

full well, and sinc e h1s a ssociates at Wyandotte had refused 

to follOw him into the s'teel fi eld, he had no other choice bllt 

to concentrate hie efforts elsewhere. Chioago, where the first 

rails had been rolled, was selected. !£qulpment . suitable for 

steel produot1on. was installed in a new plant. and, shortly 

after Cambria oommenced work upon 1 ta orders, Ward was ready 

to proceed with steel. 

The North Ohicago plant never had mOre than three owners. 

Practioally all of the stock was concentrated in the hands of 

Ward, C\aptain Clement and Or rin W. potter. Sinoe Wa.rd held 

the oontrolH.ng 1nterest, he cOUld fOllow his own d10tates in 

eXpand1ng and reorgan1zing the plant. 2 

2. OWen vs. Potter, Q.-,!. Potter TestimonY, 1006. 

New shope .. a f filiated with the North Chioago plant , but 

.. ::i.,~ ;...:~_!.~:.:. " '~:"';". :" 
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laoated at South Ch1cage" were to be given over to the produotlcm 

of s t eel. This loca tion, the old sh~p mast er f igured, was the 

ideal one for what be ba.d in mind. ~t wa s r eadily acoessible 

by lake. was looa ted a.tthe hub of a r a.ilroad wbeel, was sur­

rounded by fine f a.rm lands wbioh would one day supply the l arge 

town which Ward envisioned. Likewise it was close to the ore 

fields of Miohigan a.nd Mlnnesota) and 1t wQuid be a s1'rlple matter 

to transport ore b y boa t during the aumrner months. Of eqUal 

i mpor tance was the faot tha t the Ill inois ooal fields opened 

fo r produc·tion at this ~lme) and the Ward mill would be assured 

of a steady supply ,of fuel. The Mi ddle west was proving 

exactly tbe type of oountry su1 teeS for industria l , expansion) as 

Ward bad prophes;ied so many times. 3 

,3. Ida Ta.rbell.El~el3t li . . garx. 87. 

south Chicago oame into i ts o~ between ~869 and 1872. 

Exper ienoed men we r e transferred frQm Wyandotte to construct 

the blast furnaoe,s. the converters. and the ;rolla. Becfil,use 

t here was still a shortage of skilled s teel worke!'8 in the 

United St ates, Ward again sent t o England and to Scotl and for 

the needed help. As had been the oase in Wyandott' t hous es 

lor t he men were pr ovided by the oompany and these were made 

available to the workers at a r ea/iJona.ble ~ost. How these trained 

men were brought in is told by Joseph Trueman, for many years 

a worker in steel.. Jle had been. lure~ to Wyandott e from Sootland 

and when the Chioago m111 opened he mentioned the faot to Ward 

that there was another brother acros s t he At1anti0 who knew 

about steel. Alexander Trueman, the b r other, ' was invited to 

".-':" • :.;:·,~-t·; ·; 
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oome to Ohicago witb his entire family. $bel' Ward. pai d for 

the trip. As an added ~nduoement , Ward pr esented one of the 

newly built homes to the faml1y~ 4 

4. As told by Joseph Trueman, 

It was in this manner t ha t the resouroeful "Pa thfinder 

of Amerioan St eel" seoured the: s1£111OO help required 1n the 

Ohica.go works.. Hundreds of workingmen were brought over from 

Europe. all skilled and highly tra,ln.ed individuals., all men 

who with thel.r famili es b eoame sub etantla.l 01 tizena of t he new 

country. Eber Ward inspired i mmigration, but it 'Was a selective 

immigration from whioh America waa to proft t . 

Soeffeot1vely d id Ward bulld at Chicago that J •. ·S. Jeans, 

who i9 to English steel what JaDu~s M. SWank is to the american 

l m ustry. c alled the Ward Chioago mUls "one of the most oomplete 

Bessemer l))la.nts started in Americe.". 5 

5. J . S. J eans, oJ2.01~., 399. 

In 1867 there wars only three Be s semer producers in the 

United St atel.. Ineffioienoy prevented the Troy concern from 

gaining a f avorable position in the indus try; Oambria was tum1ng 

out a good produot and was on the '/flay to suocesej the Wa.rd 

Ohicago plant was large enough and backed b y euffiolent capital 

to handle any and all orders. The Ohlcago mU1s had a pai d in 

stock of $2,300"000,, of whioh amount Ebe:t Wa:td held $977,100. 

whl1e anotheX' $500,,000 was held by members of the family. There 

.':-'. ~ :,':""1'": '" .,: .. {;....; .. , ~" 
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could be no qUestion a s to whO wa s in control at North and 

South Chicago. 6 

6. Owen Vee Potter ,' ReC2rd, 22. 

Cf hl1e North Chicago was prepfH ed to re1'o11 tracks for 

the r a ilroa d s which were pushing ever westward. South OM.cago 

wae equipped. to p roduce the longer-lasting steel rails. Yet 

the f i rst order r e<'el'Ved by the new plant \Vas to be not fOl" 

rails!, but for steel anchor chi;J.ins for the Uni t ed St ates navy.: 

t he firs t euch oha ins to be manufac tured and used in the United 

Sta tes. 

The exper imental steel r a ils made at Ohicago had been 

l a id on the Chioago & lqorthwestern dght-of':...way. Tracks on 

this line, teade of iron, had never lasted longer than from five 

to eight months. Atter that they would ' be pUlled up and re~ 

rolled. The steel tracks. on. the other hand" SUrprised even 

the of fioial s of the road. '!'bey remained in use a yea r and 

then ano t her year and s till t a.iled to show wear. The 'Obicago 

&: 1~orthwe9te itn determined that steel would repla.ce iron for 

1 ts raile in the futur e. So the Ward plant in. Chioago found a 

p rOf! t able market in supplying steel rails f or the ' Northwestern. 

The Burlington. whicb was now Wardts road, was soon ~on over, 

as was al so the Flint & Pere Marquette, whioh War~b~ built. 

Tbe Mlchlgan Oentral, again l a rgely because ot Wa*,t~' '~fillatlon, 
. , 

. r ', ' 1 \ 

beca.1l0 the fourth l a.rge ous tomer.. Wt th these ral11i,~ac,l8'1 'on the 
. l \', 

buyer list 1 t beoame a compa r a tively simple matt~r tip r 1aoe the 
\ ') I 

Chicago plant on a paying basia. Ii \ 
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Eber Ward believed 1n steel and belieVed, too, 1n the 

future of the Mi ddle We s t. He was s t aking his fortune upon 

his belief. South Ohicago was to be only the beginning. 

When. during his days as a sallor. Ward had come to 

know the lakes so well. he had always been intrigued by the 

four rivers - there were fou r then ~ that would one day be 

the site of Milwaukee. He had traded with old Joel Wiloox 

for the wood whioh his boa t s required and be had done muCh 

bUsiness in the l ake- front warehouse of Samuel and EnOch 

Ohase. He knew of the high land to the south of the river 

outlet and he knew of' Deer Oreek whioh bisected tha t land. 

MilWaukee , sa id Eber Ward, was another of tho se spots 1n 

the Mi ddle We E~t whioh, surrounded as it was by fertile farm 

lands, would one day become a buey 1ndustrial oenter. So 

t hought this ship owner now turned indUstrialist and he 

fil ed the i dea a.ay In a m1nd that already harbored manY' 

ideas. 

The Ward interests had never been able to do business 

with the °hioago,Mllwaukee & St. Paul railroad. Tha t 

cOtnpany, despite the f act that Ward wa.s one of its direotors, 

was using UlGstly iron rails and was pUrohasing such steel 

rails as it requi.red from EngliSh OOMet'll.. That was bad news 

f or the owner of the Chicago Rolling Ml11s, but when rumors 

reached him that George Sohof'1·eld was considering the . ereotion 

of a steel plant for the purpose of making rail. for the St .. 

Paul road, Ward considered the time ripe for action. 

If the railroad refused to buy from the Chicago mill. 

beoause that plant was already supplying competitors, Ward 

. . ' ~:"':"'-)"" i- "''{,-''';'' , ~ . 
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would erect another mill. He remembered now those rivers at 

J1.~\7aukee , rernembered the. high point of land along the south 

sbore.; rememberell. too. that he had many friends in Milwaukee 

from his shipping days , friends upon whom he could count in 

an emergenoy. Headquarters of the fllbioago, Milwaukee & st. 

Paul were located in the flOream 01 ty"l0 x"t would be sensible 

to const ruot histnird mill on sluggish Deer Creek. 

Business for the new plant would have to come f rom the 

Mllwauk. e Road. As Oarnegie wa.s to do a.t a later da te; Eber 

Ward d etermined to enli·st the railroad men who controlled the 

Milwaukee in his newly oontemplated enterprise. Alexander 

JJIi tchell was at tha t time . one of the leading 01 tizen·s of 

ilwa.ukee ,.' presi dent of the largest bank and a director of 

the railroad. John R. Van Dyke, promtnent 1n the growing 

Wisconsin metropolis, was another d1reo·tor, as was also 

RUssel l Sage,. a Chicago oa.pltal1st • . Wa rd kne·w these men well, 

h ad sat on .the board of dlrf otors with them for ten yea rs. 

e wl11 build a mlll in Milwaukee and roll the rails for O'I1r 

ra.ilroad, he told his colleague., a.nd beCause he had ' turned to 

gold eve,rything tha.t he had touched,. they were not slow in 

coming to an agreement. Mr. Sehofi eld and h1s co~et.lng 

s t eel plant was never h~a:L'd from again. The Ml1waUk~'~ Iron 

Company wa.s born, not a.s an adjUnot to the .Chicago Ui~l, but 
, 1 ' 

\ 

as an independent Milwaukee conoern. 7 ,.'\ 
_~~ ____ .~ ___ ___ •• _ . __ , ___ _ , . _ _ __ ~ __ " _ _ _ _ ~ _ ~ __ -'LL. ___ _ , __ __ • ____ ~'_,, __ _ ___ " ___ __ _ . _ _ ., 1 ._ 
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7. Owen vs. Potter., J,J,HMerman, Te§tlmollv,. 1387,. ,l:~\ ' 
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Thougb Eber Ward controlled both the Chicago ~I\; tpe 
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"1111waukee mills" compa U tiotl between the t wo was stlrong. It 
outside 

wa s kept s trong in order to eliminateJ\oompeti tion., The 

praotl,ce is a rn\lob-usedtriok in bUaln6sstoday, but, 1 t wa.s 

new wben Ward conceived it f or his Mllwaukee plant. He was 

pointing the way, ws.sshowlng the businessman of the future 

how Big Business sb&uld bo operat ed. 

Alexander flIt tehell, John Van Dyke and li.1)el' Ward In .... 

corpora ted the Milwaukee Iron Works in 1867. a t the very time 

t hat vast improvements were 'being undertaken at Sout,h Chic~'1;o. 

Authoi'ized C&p :l t a.l stock was set at $1,000,000, of which 

$350 , 000 . a s pai d in b efQreconstruotion was c ompleted. But 

that wa.s onl,y the beginntng. The Bay View plant. as it came 

to be known. was to require a llUCh larger oapital outlay 

as expansion proc~eded. -, 8 
v, 

,8". M1lwaukee .§.en~tp~l. January lO!.lS67 .. 

Vork \vas COll1ll1en ced with raln1mum delay'; Seventy acres 

of l ake - shore land were purchased.. Twenty.seven and a ha.lf 

acres were set ' as i de for mill pUrpos8s, alld the remainder 

was l a.id out in residential lota. As at Wyandotte, l!."1) e1' Ward 

wished to surrot,lad hle m.l11 with Ii well .... planned V1llage in 

whioh his wOl~kers could live. Twenty ... f aur oontpanyhouaes 

were built for emplOyees ·who would have to be brought l in 

l a rgely f JJOcl -l!:urope. Ahd beoau se Ulany Of these would ;oome 
'tr{ , : , 

wi thou.t their families,. p;eeferring to beoome a.cqau'1*t~~ wi tb. 
, ! 

the new land beio:t6 making the final migra tion,. 'the \pa).mer House. 

a.s fine a hotel as an, village could boast '¥ •. was b~tt t. 

. '·.>;;::.".l.., "''i:~'' . ~": 
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The new mill town overlooked the great bay of Milwaukee with 

the r api dly growing city visible along t he no rth shore, 

causing 141s8 Bul ah Brinton, daughter of Warrie, who had been 

so i mpor t ant i n the making of t hat fi r s t steel at Wyandotte, 

t o name 1. t Bay V.1ew. And th1s name has pr evailed deepl t e t he 

fac t tha t the village has long since been 1ncorporated within 

the limits of the metropOlis and despi te the f ac t that t he 

mill 1s but a memory. 9 

9. Wi l liam J . Donahue, Hi at ol! .Q!.l!!t V1qw. MS. 

The village and the mill were built simultaneously. The 

of f ice was erected on t he right of way of the Ohicago,Milwaukee 

& st_ Pa.ul RaH way ., the road whioh was to provide much of t he 

'business. On April 8,1868 tl!le mill went into operation. That 

day marks the beginning of an ent erprise that was not only 

destined to become the most impor t ant single industry in 

Milwaukee, but t ha.t was llkewise to become an integral part of 

the l at er Illinois St eel Company and of the still l ater 

Un! t ed St ates St eel Oorporation. 

Capt a.in Stephen Clement, by this time a shrewd iron and 

st eel man, was transfer red from Ohicago to become president 

of the new organization. J.J. Hagerman, who had started as a. 

cabin bOy on the Ward boats and who had come with Ward through 

the experimental st age of steel produotion,was ins t al led as 

secretary. With the skeleton organization completed, the in ... 

flux of new workers commenced. From England, f rom Ireland and 

from SCot land t hey came. The Lees, the St arkeys, the Mered1ths 

and many others oame f rom England; the Clanoys)the O' Brlens came 

.. ::~: :'-:'''. ; ~ '; ""{.; ",:". ~' 



{.:
 

~
 

H
 t-<
 

t-<
 

H
 ~ 'Z
J • ~
 

c::
 

::0
 

'Z
J ~ 

.:
~~
 

) 



. " .l.1S> _ 

frOM Ireland; the Blaokwoods and the MaoDowells from Scotland. 

Their first home was in the Palmer HoUse, but because they soon 

loved Amerioa, they brought their families, brought their 

famili es· to mingle with the Chases and the Estes and the 

Wlloaxs. those pioneer J:~ew England families who had settled 

on the oommuni ty f arms thirty years before. And so, in Bay 

View, as in Wyandotte and in Chicago, Eber Brook Ward, set the 

grea t American mel tlng pot into action. 10 

10. Milwaukee Iron Works. ReCords: MS.Census·, Wi sconsin Hist­
orical SOCi ety. 

AS bad been planned,s.ll iron and steel r ails reqUired 

by the Ohlcago,Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway were pr .ovided by 

the Bay View plant. !l@nufacturlng fac ilit ies had to be 

enla rged in shor t order, $0 brisk was busines.. Two years 

atter the first furnace had been blown in, Furnaoe No.2 was 

ready for operation. Puddling M.ills were oonstructed w1 th 

a oapacity of thirty thousand tons a year, and a merchant mill; 

oosting ~. quarter of a million dollars, was soon ins t alled. 

No balf-way mea sures were employed by the Milwaukee Iron 
a fact that 

OompanY;VCaused . James U. SWank to oomment: 

"Wisconsin had no rolling mill .ntil 
1868 when Ward bull t hiB mill. ' It 

was from the t1 r et a l arge rdll or .. 
iginally bull t to rer011 ra118. But 
1 t soon oommenced to manufac ture 
new r a tls. 1t 11 

11. James M. Swank, QU.. g,U,., 329. 
-~~ ----~~- . ......-.......... . 

The Milwaukee bla.st furnac es. surpa.ssed even those a' 

.. :.>.,' ... : . .l,l.";< "'{; ,,:.; .. , ~" 
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Ohlo:ago. Interested steel men from f ar and wi de catlle to view , 

t hem, oame to l earn how they were oper a ted. came to bear how 

'vVard could make tbem pay. Frederiok lierk . 1n his study of' 

the economio deVe'lopment of Wisconsin, mentions tbe fUrnaces 

and comments': 

12. 

"The real beginnings ·of the lndust~y 
(blast turnace.) dated from lij?O J 
when the MilwaUkee 1 ron Oom,pany oom­
pleted in oonneotioD wi th t. ts newly 
const ruot·ed rolling mills in the 
metropolis. a modern blast fUrnace 
sa.id to have . been the largest 1n the 
country. Tbia wa.s followed 1n t~ 
suoceed1ng year by theerect10n of 
t wo othe r aimilar e_Btabllsh!'llent8_~,.. 
the three in 1111waukee were modern 
ant hracite bumers." 12. 
-----_--~_r---_----~_---_~--_.._.--.-.~. __ ~_ 

Fred erl._.0k M~rk. Eoong,mic, Histo;x 9f !1s~on~+n Pluring, 
~ C1y11 WUftr\Od • . nit 

Dr. Merk was wrong by t wo years on hie da.te of t he 

openiDg of Furnace NO.1, bUt he wasqu1 teright in reporting 

1. t as on.e of tbe largeat in the country. The other two 

fUrna.ces wh1c.h he mentions were. the one located tn the SaJ11$ 

!Ill11 yard and the other', aleo in Bay Vtew, the Minerva Furna.oe. 

Eber Wa~d bad deoided upon the MilwaUkee 100at10n for hi' 

mill because of 1t$ proximity to bOth ore and ooal fields and 

becaUse the c i ty was the division polntof the Chicago , Milwaukee 

8: st. Paul Railway.. Sui the ore tha.t the shrewd manufaoturer 

was interested tn 'was not loca ted ,so far north as the Lake. . . - , 

~pe.rlor ;reglOll. At the tl!1:le that. he had beoome lntere sted -in 

the Medora and i.'Ureka mine." he bad beard of a vein of ore not. 

IDOre than torty mile's dlstatlt from lo.lwaukee. Explol"ation had 

discovered the Iron Ridge in the vicin1ty of S11nger,Wi sconsin • 

.• '.''''.'.:',: . .l.!,>: .: .•. '1, ._ .... , ~. ' 



- "-'iI -

Analys is showed t his to b e f ine ore ,sui t able for the manuf acture 

of ~al18" Ward and Hagerman organized th" Menominee Iron 

Oompany f or the purpose of mining this ore" Th!,s organization 

a s formed even before the M~lwaukee plant was thought of, but 

that inst1tution now provided a. splendid outlet for the newly­

disoovered iron, prov1ded also a good return upon the Ward-

Hagerman 1nvest ment. itb the Iron Ri dge ore the Milwaukee 

plant was enabled to tum out ralls that could not be duplicated 

by any other plant in the oountry. Dr" Merk reOo.gnlzed this 

fact when he wrote: 

13. 1l1.lA 

"the hard ore of the iron ridge mixed 
in proper proport,"ons with the soft· 
mineral of Lake SUperior. aff orded 
a product that f or rails was unsur­
pa ssed":,, tough.; durable, and ·0£ ex ... 
cellent wea,rlI:lg surfaces .. " 13 

PTosperlty for a..11 concerned fol lowed the construction 

of the mill. A thrlvlng community-center developed a round the 

plant. new additions were constantly added to the works; new 

workmen were brought In. To acoommodate the large lake boats 

which were oarrying the ore f rom the nOrth and the ooal f rom 

the eouth. a gigantto dook. un1que tn American cons t ruction, 

was proj ec t ed out into the lake. The dock was one hundred sixty 

one f eet long and had t wenty-six b l ns or "'pockets". each of 

which would hold one hundred tons ot ore. It was used not 

only for the purpose of r eceiving supplies. but was uS,ed like-
I 

wise for shipping surplus ore from the Iron Rldge ,to the Ward 
, I I, 

! :~'! . ,. I 

works in Ohicago. The "pookets" terminated in a t Ft~\. Oon-

trolled from above, by.hieh the entire contentsof the bin could 
i \ 

,\ I
J 

\ 
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be dumped into the hold of an ore boat by the mere shift1ngof 

a lever. The oara, arriving from the mines ., could be run directly 

up on the pier by means of a trestle from whioh point they were 

u~loaded into the pookets. 14 

14. Milwaukee Chambe'r o·f COlllmeroe REf,PPit. 1870, 

In 1810, Eber Ward was devising' aJld building labor saVing 

devioes wbioh were to malee _ .sa produotion possible at a 

later day. He and. hls enterprises were in th!3 .vanguard of 

Amerioan indu stry. 

It took four years to oor,nplete the Mllwaukee plant and. 

during that period the oapi tallzat10n was inoreased to $1,500,000, 

of whioh amount Eber Ward held $426,000 and members of his 

immediate family owned another ~300.000. 15 

15. .Owen va. Pot:ter. Re09t9. 22. 

Here, as a t ChiCago, t here was no question as to who was in . . 

oontrol: Ther e bad been too many partners 1n the Wyandotte 

enterprise. Ward had n.ot been able to develop that plant 

as. he desired beoause of the interferenoe on the part of others. 

No simila r situation was permitted to arise at Milwaukee and 

at Chloago and it is a t estimonial to the great industrialist 

that these two organizations :flourished and lived on whtle 

wyandotte, espeoially after \'ard's death,. deolined steadily. 

Stat1stios compiled fram the reOorda of the :Milwaukee ' 

plant. whloh was rolling r a ils for only one railroad. while 

Chicago was rolling ra.lls for f~ve, gives some idea of the 

enormous bttstne Be whioh Eber Ward was building. In 1871. 

" .'.~ : :;:·~-1."; ·; ····l;.r:·· , :,-



... 1"'1 -

wben the Bay View workS, not yet entlre,ly oompleted, oommenoed 

prOdUction, the value Of the finished prOduot was $1~920.000; 

but within t wo years this ~ had increaeed to $3 ,l290,.OOO. 

While value~ot-p~oduct figuree f or later years a re not avail. 

able, statistios on pig 1ron indioate that thi s r ate was main­

t ained wi tb only a sllg11t decrease during' the Panio o f 1873" 

The Milwaukee pay. ·roll shows a steady In,oreas e f rom yea r to 

year. In 1870 there were six hundred men vJorklng in the plant) 

with a payf01il. as announc ed by Hageman , of $413,673,,15. Two 

hundred workers wer e added during the f ollowing year)and the 

paYfOll went to $600 ,000. 1813 .saw another hundred workers, 

moetly men fJ"Om Il:ngland brought in to oare f or 'the more 

technioal work, "and ,brotigh,t the pay roll to $700,000. 16 

16. 
; .. 

s t a tistios used are t aken from Ohembel' of Commeroe Re~Ets; 
from the financial fl1es Of the Milwaukee Sentlneli a 
from r eports i s sued from ,time to time by Seoretdry Hagerman. 

Similar 00001 t10.ns preftlled at Otl1oago. In both the 

iouth and North works business increased year by year. the 

plante attai ning a posit1on of l eadership in the indust ry. 

Though no steel was being manu : ao tur.edor rO l led at Wyandot tt , 

t hat organization d i d a luol'at1ve business in iron until 1ta 

collap se in 1893. ,Sb'e r B:rook Ward was 8.coompl1shlngwhat he 

-had set out to do when he aold his shipping bUsiness tc) Capt ain 

Goodrich. He wa s developing the Mi ddle West indu strially, he 

was finding employment for thousands of men; he was dra.wing 

lnhabi tants and business away f rom the populous eastern oenters. 

Even as hi s boats had been the means of bringing soores of 

settlera into the Great Lakes reglon, eo now 'hie industries 

. ", '~' :'\. !.~: " 
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were b r inging many others, 

Peoulia r was the f act t ha t the Mil waukee and Ohicago -

plante, though owned py the same man ; were in oompetition for 

all business except tha.t originating wttth the r a llroads whioh 

had been ous tomer s f rom t he outset. Milwaukee held to its 

original pu rpos e a.nd p rovided the r a.lls for the OhioagO.Mi lwaukee 

& St. Paul Rg.1lway. OhioagO, on the other hand" mad e r ails 

for the Mloblga.n 0entral, the Bur11ngto.n and t he Flint & Pere 

Marquette. This a rrangement was never qui t e sat i sf ac tory to 

Oap t a in s tephen Ol ement who desired to see hi .s Milwaukee shops 

e~pand even more rapidly. When the good Capt ain beoame r a ther 

ins i s tent in hi s demand. Ward r emoved him from the p r esidenoy 

and assumed the po.slt10!l himself. For all other bus iness, and 

for the ra11s r eqUired by ot her rail roa.d:s. the Chicago Rolling 

Mill Company and the Milwaukee Iron Work. oompeted as though 

there were no oommon ownership. the ehre~d Ward figuring t hat 

suchoompetltlon would keep ot hers from entering t he f ield. 17 

l7. Owen va. Potter. 0 .. Vi .J')otter. Tll:lamMX. 1105 .• 

Pressure was brought upon Ward to o 6nvert the entire 

Milwaukee plant to steel and to eliminate iron ma nuf acture 

entirely. Orrin W. Potter and Alexander !it tohell were strongly 

1n favor of suoh a move, but Eber Wa.rd refused to stop the 

produotion of iron. the met al whioh had brought him grea t sueoeS8 

during the CiVil War. The Milwaukee plant -remained a oombination 

work. until atter the dea th of 1. ts founder. 

lllber Ward, despite his sentimental a ttaohment to iron, 

belle"ed in steel as he b elieved 'in the Mi ddle Weat. He bad 

,· '-·.'1·'~:"-'1":·; " 'I{.;";:" ", 
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r1ske~ hi s fo ;ttune upon that belief and he ha.d not been found 

wrong. Ot hers had either not the money or not the desire to 

follO\1' his l.ead. Building a steel p~ant was a. oostly under ... 

t aking. Wa.rd had tbe means and, as was so oharaoteristic of 

the man, he wa s willing to gamble t hat he was right. Beoause 

he had t he money, and beoause in him waa the oonst ant urge to 

expand. it was not l ong before Ward was buying up thone more 
~ ' It · 1 

timi d soule who had gone into s t eel hal f.heartedly and who 

were now finding the oompetition too rough fo r their liking. 

The Peor ia mill was purohased and added to the VIard empire, as 

ere a.l so wo smalle,r Ohica.go oonoerns which bad timidly made 

a venture into steel., Here was t he beg1nning of t ha.t oonsolidation 

whioh ~aB to make s t eel mighty. 

Often the palm f or the development of the s t eel t rad e is 

given to Andrew Oarnegie, and well doee he deserve 1!ecogn1tion. 

But when Eber Brook Wa.rd was making that first Amerio,anoomroe:roial 

steel a t Wyandotte in 1004, when he was rolling t he fir s t steel 

ralls i n Chicago in 18G5, Andreu Oarneg1e was toying with the 

i dea of buying into the 11'l)n Ct t y Forge Company. a small concern 

1 th four partners. At a time when Eber Ward was sinking 

r!1Ul lons i nto s t eel at Wyandot t e, a t Ohi oago and at ~l1waukee. 

Andrew Carnegie was ri sking $8,925.00 for his inter0st 1n the 

littl e iron factory. Not until the Ward enterpri ses a t both 

Ohi oago and Milwaukee had beoome a national suocess. not until 

steel was showing a subs tanti al pr ofit in tho~ pl q,nta, not until 

the i r f ounder had di ed. dld Andrew Carnegie. ln 1875. go into 

steel. And crhen he went into the busines8, he pl~e,d not with 
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millions as had Wa.rd, but with the Garnegie., McOandless &: Oompany. 

an orge.nlzation with a total cap t tal1~a.tion of $700.000, l ,ess 

money f or the entire concer n than Ward. had invested in Chicago 

alone. to say nothing of the Ward boldings at Wyandott e" at 

Mi lwaukee and in the ,mines and boa t 11nes which Weite direotly 

oonnect ed with bill enterprises. 18 

18.. Ida. Tarbell ., .G.-£U.., 89; Herbert U,Casson.on.elt •. ,,83. 

In ·t1me, Oa.l1l!gle developed a wonderful s t eel enterprise, 
fol 

one tha t MOl'gan and Gary wer e f orced to buy in 1901 in order 

to secure a monOpoly in st eel. But the historio fact remains 

tha t the glgn~tio United St ates Steel Corpora t.ion waa built 

not upon the Ca rnegie Be.thlenem. Wo:r:ks, but upon the Ward 

enterprises at North and South Chioago and a t Milwa\1keo. Tbe 

man who direoted Amerioan steel through 1 ta infanoy" the man 

who butl t the massi 'Ye' steel industry of the Mi ddle West by 

oons t ruoting bie own plants and by oonao11dating others with 

his organization , t he pa thfindero·f Ame l' ioan steel >waa Eber 

Bl'Ook Wa.:td. 

..J 
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Ohapter XIII 

'RIDING 'l'HE IRON HORBE 

Llttle did Eber Brook Wa~d. 1n those daY8 when he was 

lla,tentng to the gosslp or the watertront, think that the tlme 

would oOllle when he would turn hlt attention to the 'Iron .Horse' 

of whloh there wa's 80 much unoerta1n talk. And yet, what he heard 

was not all ldle gos81p~ The r811road. were 810wly but surely 

extending thelr 11nea lnto Ward'. JI1Adle We.t; the, had taken 

muoh of Me passenger business, had brought hlmto the oonoluslon 

that shlpplng was doomed and that tbe puttlng 1000mot1ves on 

the~r iron ralle would 800n oarry all of the aTallable, tratfl0. 

It _as beoause he had reaohed: th1e bellef that Capt~n Goodrioh 

had been able to buy .uoh of his tleet while the tormer mariner 

turned bie attentlon to other enterprises. 

_reat changes had taken plaoe along the shore", ot the 

Great Lake. slnoe that day ln 1818 when, In oompany wi th hia 

father and his three 81aters-. ifard ha.d t1rst oome to the ahorea 

ot Lake Erie. Wbere there had 'been nothlng but sparse settle­

ments, there were now large 01t1es; where tbere ha4 been only 

wood,. there were now heavily ladeno:rbhaJ'ds and ferttle 

fleld8. And Eber Ward gloried because hb hand had direote4 

-.0 muoh ot the ohange. His eh1pa had sailed to eve17 corner 

ot the lakes" had prov1ded the only 'satisfaotory mea.ns ot 

.. 201 .. 
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communication between. the d i s tant points of hab! tatlon, had 

been the supply line by which tihe settler could send hi s 

crops to the eastern market and could , in r eturn, supply his 

varied need.s f rom tllat market. 

All that had now changed. llo longer was water oO\'JJ!.l1Un1oa. 

tlon . the only means of t ransportation in the oountry. The 

ral1rQa.d was oompeting with the lake boats. The telegr aph was 

bringing news as rapidly as it happened. Industries with 

smoking ohill'D'leys now adjoined peaceful farme, Where formerly 

eaDh had ma.de his living f rom the land, now many were throngtrrg 

into the new oities, seeking jobs tha t would pay definite, 

and they hoped" steady wagee. The eoonomy of the Mi ddle Vlest 

was ohanging and Eber Ward was no small f orce i n tha.t change. 

Wa.rd never lost the pioneer spirit. AdjUsting himself 

to ohanging oond~tlons wa.s a simple process f or h1m. All 

his llfe he had to do just t hat. He had taken up shipp ing and 

had made himself the la.rgest shipper on the lakes at a time whED 

that business was essential. He had gone into industry and 

within a short time had beoome the "Iron King" of t he oountry. 

He bad foreseen the future of steel, and be bad hastened the day 

wben steel would beoome a cheap and ueeful oommodity within 

tbe reach of every Amerioan. So now be would ride the If Iron 

Horse' whiob had driven him from his fir$t love ... the lakes. 

It was while he was engaglng in the iron indu s try during 

t he Oivil War tbat Eber Ward determined to go into the r a1lroad 

bUsines s. Beoause bis boats Were serving botb tbe east and 

west terminals of the Miobigan Oentral and beoause his good 

friend Joy was tbe leading spirit 1n that road, Ward purohased 

.. :,'.', :,..: ".)-~: .; ':"{ ' .... ::. ~.: 
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DlUOh of the stock and was ul tlmately elected a director of the 
• 

r ailroad. As early as 1857 he ~ become inte r ested in the 

Detrol t 8: Mi lwaukee Rallway .. . 80 line which wa.s to. oircle the 

lake and touch a t the points f ,ormerly served by the Ward boats. 

When the road beoame lnvol.ed: 1~ f inancial dl f f loultles. Ward 

advanoed a needed loan taking etock a s secur ity. In add1tion 

the Petrol t &. M11waukee ow,ad $45,000 to th~ Uni ted s t a tes 

Gove m lDent for duty on its. English ralls. The Det.ro! t industrial-­

.1st underwrote the bonds but oolleoted $10,000 a year from 

the r a ilroad for hle t rouble~ 1 

1. Detroit ~ PieSS, September 17,.1869. 

Beyond these investments ., :tUber Ward ga.e scant con.­

sideratlon to the railroads.. He was busy w1 th his steel 

.entu.re and t hat made him conscious of the value of s t and1ng 

tlmbef. Oharcoal wae one of the essentials of his new 

enterprise., and many furnaoes had been fo·reed to olose down 

beoause of the l aok of fuel. Ward had f orestalled any suoh 
I 

ca.lami ty by building his plants in the midst of large forest 

tract. or near available ooal fuppllee. He, had prepared stl1l 
r 

farther for the day when his f~rests would be no more by 

purchasing l arge holdings in dlstant reglons, Ah1ch of this 

tlmber land was looa·t .ed 1n t he northern rea.ohes of Miohigan, 

pOints tha t were ina.ooes.$1ble by either boat or railroad. This 

situation brought Ward to the realiza.tion that his boats oould 

not . go everywhere" tha t a. ra.ilroad wa.s the only means for 

bringing his' timber to market., The oountry beyond the shore 

would be d8j,1endent upon the ralls and the old shipmaster 
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determined t o provlde those r ails. 

On January 22 " 1857. Eber Ward filed with the Secret ary 

of s t ate at Lansing" i tLcorporat10n papers for t he Flint & Pete 

Mar quette Railway. He pl annei:l a line t hat woul d run across 

the St ate Gf Micbigan f r ')m his holdings in the Saginaw Vall ey 

to the Qhores of Lake Miohigan. Pere Uarquette was at t ha t time 

the port which was l ater to b e known as Ludington. na.med, per­

haps erroneously. for the M11waukeean who owned l arge stands 

of timber in the v101nlty~ 2' 

2. Paul WI! h'ey, The ~ Ma'Q)lette Railroad. ~ompanY ., 215 .• 

· , ..t,he 'J2,ul1ders extende( 
Starting construction in the Sagina.w Val1ey;ythe new 

road "~a li"1' t Il!!tb westward to· Lake Miohigan and southward 

to Detro! t~ 'rhe· l ine was opened for business bC!ttween East 

Saginaw and Mount Morris" a d i s tance of t wenty ... six miles. in 

1862. During the firs t year this short stretoh showed gross 

reven~es of $31 ,f 764 •. 00 of wbioh $12 .SIO. 00 oame from fl'eigbt 

and the bal anoe f r om pa s sengers. The following year seven 

mtles were ~ded and the link between Saginaw and Flint was 

thus completed. In reaching Flint. Ward tapped a oountry r ioh 

in timber,. Here was loca t ed oneot the largest ml11e in 

Miohigan, a m111 oapable of s awing six mill ion f eet of lumber 

eaoh yeaz. The revenue of the l'ailroad trlpledslnoe much of 

the lumber was shipped to ports in the nortb,the r e to be 

trans.-shipped by boat to the east. Ward's plan of oonneoting 

the lnterior of the St ate w1t11 the lake port s by means of a 

r ailroad wa.s al r eady b ear1ng t1"\11 t., 3 

3. IbJd. 
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The Flint & Holly Railroad was t he next to be oons t ruoted. 

It extended Gnly seventeen mllec ,but lts value bect!)llles apparent 

wben it 1s noted that · the Detroit & Ml1~auk8e ext ended to Holly 

and t hus Ward h ad a U,ne running from Saginaw to DetrO! t. In 

le67, to eU.mina.te the many names by which his vari ~,ue 1'a'-l. 

roads were knOWn, Ward oonsolida t ed them all ,under the name 

Pere l!arquette Railroad Oompany. " 

4. Detro! t ~PreS8t November 6,. 1867. 

The newly (HmsQlidated road showed a pro:fl t from t he outset, 

paying a f our per oent dividend the :firs t ye all and e1ght per 

cent t be next" beside accurr.mlat1ng a. surplus of $47,994. 00 

during t hese two years., 

In the meantime Werd Was not neglect1ng hi s west\fa rd 

ext ension to Ludington. · The Gov ernment had made a la.n.d _ g:r ~nt 

f or t hia roaci and 1.t1i oht.gatt had turned t he grant over t o Ward, 

but t he transfer Was to hold good. only, on cond! don that a t 

l east t ?Jent y mlles of t:t'aok woul d be la.i d eaoh yea:;. On two 

occasions 1 t was n ')t possible to oomply wi tn 'this proviso, 

but more time-was grant ed in eaoh instance.. Sl~ seotions of 

le.nd per mlleof oonstruotion wao the Government" s o<lmt:tlbutlon ; 

and since Ward r equ ired money for his en't€l"pl.'isO. he tmtnedl-ately 

threw the l and open t ,Q sett l ers.. For the ilne from Ea s t Saginaw 

to Flint 153,600 acres bad been ·a.llowed pnd allot t his l and 

was Bold 'Wi tb 1 t t "tle eff ort at t romf1:"f'e to ten dollars, an -

eO'r,e. The oountry was heavily t100ded and a profi t wa.s a.ssured 

t he bUyer s, most of whom were lumbermen wlth sa" m111s in the' 

valle,. Farther west, wher e the lumberjack had not yet pane.,. 

": ~ :,.': ... :!":'< .'"'1,:. 



... ~06", 

trated.. there wa s no suoh dema.nd; and Ward purchased muoh of' the, 

land for his own acoount with the thought that the day mi ght 

come when he would wi sh to enter the lumber indust ry in ad .. 

dition to his other ventures.. 5 

5. QUimby Paper8~ letter to O. W. Potter. June 5,1866. 

Eber Ward en'9'lsloned a prosperous future for the un­

developed oountry on the Pere Marquette terminus of' his rail­

road. H. C., Potte:r, brother of O. W. who was running the Ohioago 

mIlle, had been named secretary of the ltne and 1n his repo.rt 

to the stoclth())lde r s he indicated that he shared the enthusiasm 

of' his superior when. he sta t ed.: 

ItThe importanoe andtha magnttude 
of the lumber traff10 on the 
fu~skegon and Manistee River s 
urge t ht S oompany to speedy oon ... 
structlon of its rQad west. ft' 6 

6. Paul w. Ivey" .Ql2..w.. J a17. 

Later in the same report be describes the na ture of the 

Qountl'7 into whioh the new line was then penetrating. He 

thought the description necessary beoause few people had vi.si ted 

the region. Sai d ;Potte~ of the dlstl'lot bordertng em La.ke 

:Miohigan: 

.,:.'~~ :"':,,1_'!-i'; 

"It 1s a r egion of oountrY inviting 
to the farmer and the lumberman. 
and, in my judgment _ tljLe' ejtene~QD 
of the road to the TpbaccQ l;l1 'IIer 
would rende r the w'hO,le ltine nQrtb 
of Saginaw more valuable!. place 
you in the heart of the ' umber 
regl~, and tend to speed the rapid 

,I, 

':"(; ... ;:" ~.' 



settlement of the country, with a 
oOr r e'spand1nglnoreas6 of 'bus iness 
on the' road. 1I '1 

1. Paid,. ala., 
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The astute Ward _ ever ready t o take a hand whe 1'e a prof i t 

was to be turned,. and thinking always of diverslfying his bold_ 

lnga. purchased muoh timber land not only along the ' east shore 

of Lake Miohigan, but nQl'th o·f the saginaw oountry as well. 

And because his holdings had grown enOJ;1l1OUsly. he rushed 

work on his railroad 'in order tha.t the land mlght be made 

acoessible. This shrewd planning ou· the pa.rt of the indu strial-

1st was one day to pay high di9idends to his he,lrlih 

While the WaN lines now had a terminus at Detroit t hrough 

the Detro1t & }411watlkee.,the1r ownet desired to oarry tbe road 

through to t .he state line at the south junotion of the Detroit 

Rlver. Ultimately he hoped to continue to ToledO,for that 

city was developing into a ebable lumber oentef,and: . Ward was 

already thinking of building one of the wQrldfsl.argestsB."­

mills at that . point. With this 1n Dlind,1' even while be was 

pushing bis PeJre Marquette westward to Ludington., -he- f.ound t 'lme 
, 

to oontinue hie Hol1ybranoh as far south as Wayne", "', link 
\ 

whiob was opened totraff10 Oft June 4,1872. 8 
...... . _.-----'-'_ .. __ ~~._._~. '-- ... _~_~~. ~. ~_ .. _~ __ . L, . .1_ ,I . ' . .,.---n________ _____ I i i, 

8. Detroit 'trUmpt, JUne 4.1e12. (' 
_~_~. _ .. ____ ._~___ . _______ ~ .. _ . __ . 'lj I , 

and 

~m u~__ . - I t:, I. ' 
The following yea'r the extenaioll to Monroe w~~' oompleted 

'~ '1 

Ward now had a through l$.ne running frolll saglnalri tO'. Lake 
, ( \ 

Erie. This was the first r a ilroad whioh suooes s~~, opened 
, ' 

/! 
I I I 
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the trade route t o the northwestern part of t he State) and 

connected it with pOints south of Detroit. 

Du.rlng this same pe riod Wa rd had lea.sed the Bay City &: 

Saginaw fi:a l1road, which ran f r om his timber holdings to ,his 

lake port. . on the day tha t the route to .MOnr oe . as opened J 

he announced the purcha se of the Bay City line, thus adding 

another important link to his r apidly extending lines. 

Railroader Ward was not satls:t1ed w1 th these oonsolidations. 

He was accustomed to do big t bings in a big way. To comple t e 

his oontemplated network through the northcentral sectlon of 

Ml .cblgan he 'requi.red three other short roadl. So in 1812 

~e purchased the Flint River Railway) which OODllBOted Flint and 

Otter Lake and which made aocessible the Ceda r River timber 

lands. This wa s e. very short l"oad of some twenty rdles)but 

like all of the others, ltsoon proved prof itable. At the 

same time he gained oontrol of the nineteen mile Cass River 

Hailway., wb1,.ch extended from Ea.st Saginaw to Vassal" and whioh 

pro'f'ided the flrst r ail link between East Saginaw and POrt 

HUron at the junotion of the St. Clair River and Lake Huron. 

As a third purcha se he acquired the East Saginaw & St. Clair 

Railway, a belt line extending around the oity of Sag1na~. 

It was in December of 1874 that the Flint & Pere Marquette 

ente r ed Ludington;and the Ward drea of having .8 continuOU8 

r a11 line,. under his own management, oontinuing from Monr oe 

Oft Late Erie to Ludington on Lake U1chigan, was realized. ~ 

9. Paul W. lvey, sm..S!lli.., 221. 
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Throughout the remainder of his 11fe Eber Ward remained 

as president ')f the P,ere Marquette. The neW railroad did not 

bring settlers into theterl'l tory whloh It trave r sed so r a.pidly 

as its bui1de,!' had hoped. bUt deepi te t his f aot 1 t was never a 

lQsing venture. Fertile lands were stUl available in Ohl0, 

Indiana and 1111n01s and there was 11ttle reason wby sett lers 

should seek homes 1n nortb ... oentl'al MichIgan", For the time 

being Ward was forced to be content wIth the profits der1ved 

from bis f reight loadings and from hi8 lumber interests t 

profit' whiob were by no means negligible. At a l a.te,r time, 

the land grant whioh he bad reoeived from the Government was 

to prove a bonanza. By 1877 the railroad had r eceived 511,502 

acres of publ10 land under the provisions of the oharter. 

Approximately one-half of thle total had been sold to lumber 

interests for $2,369.7a9.21. 10 

10. ll!a. 

By 1899, long afte r Eber Ward had oeased to be a f1gure 

1n the development of Miohigan, 468,690 80res out of the total 

grant bad been Bold at an average of $10.34 per acre, brInging 

a t otal of $4,847,007.00 to tbe ooffers of the pere MarQuette. 

Following the practice established by the founder of tbe road ; 

mos t of th1s money was turned baok into the business for im­

provements and extensiona, none of it being used f or malntenanoe 

of wa.y and s t rue ture., All of whleh oausee . Paul IV8Y, hlstopian 

of the Flint & Pere Marquette, to oomment: 

·· .. : .... · .. i.": ·. 

'A faotor of great importance in the 
development of the Flint & Pere Mar­
quette road was the amount received 
yelU.'ly fl"om the sale of lands given 

"'r: ~~'" ,,' 



, 1t by the Federal. Government through 
the state of Michigan at the rate of 
s1xsectlone per mlle of constructed 
road." 11 

11. IbiSh 230. 
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:&'ber Brock Ward. who during his shipping days had done 

so muoh to open the country bordering on the shores of the 

Great Lakes to settlement , was continuing as the pioneer in 

m8lclng accessible the nort hern sectione of his favored State 

0'1 Michigan. He proceeded with this task as he had proceeded 

with every other. He stud1ed the venture ca r efUlly, determined 

upon his goal. and drove ahead. MUoh of his railro~ construe. 

tio~ wQrk was being ca rried: on at the very ti-me that hie re .. 

sources were bei.Dg strained by his steel mill enterprise.. The 

Panlc of 1873 made the task doubly hard. not only because of 

the soa1'01 ty of money but because the bankrupl)y of .many .in­

dustries made the delivery of needed materiala unoertain. While 

western railrOads were oauBing the collapse of the House of 

Jay CoOke. 1t.ber Ward went his way serentlY~ He knew well the 

Middle West, knew his own ability, lenew that the foundation 

upon which he was building was sound. This plonee;r of the 

lakes was taking to rails as he had taken to watel". wi th 

confidence he oa.r ried on to the oompletion of his plans and to 

the acqu1s1t1on of greater wealth. 

In 19Sa his It ttle ra.ilroad had grossed $31,764.00. Ten 

yeal's later,. even before the westeX'B terminus had been reached, 

the books showed a. gl'Oss of $1,133,62a.oe. Net revenue tha.t 

first year was less than ten thousand dollar. ,but in 1872 1 t 

had reached half a million. While the depression Qf 1873 

,':" ~- :..:.~ -h .i. .,.~ .. ~::": " , 
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out into tbe business o~rrted by the road , profits continued, 

and at no time during the period tha.t Wa rd functioned as 

president of the Pere Marquette was there a deficit. Beyond 

making Pl"Gtlt8 t his industrialist had managed to make hie vast 

timber hOldtngs accessible, had managed , l1kewise., to open 

for fu.ture se t tlement large seotlonsof Miohigan that only the 

e!Eplorer had traversed. 

Vlla t . the railroad meant to the Saginaw Valley 1s indiCated 1n 

the inorease 1n logglng,wh1ch totaled 133,500,000 feet 1n 18G3 

and jumped to 467.396,. 235 f eet in 186S after the railroad bad 

been opened. Salt tells the same story. In l8600nly f our 

thousand barrels we·re taken from th1s splendid , salt fleld , a 

flgute Whi ch increased to 555.690 barrels eight y·earo lat er.. 12 

12. Ibld. 218. 

Profits and pioneering 1ft a new oountry were not the 

only reasons that made of Eber Brook Ward a r ailroad builder. 

With his shipping inter ests j .eo.pard1zed by the inroads of the 

rails. he bad turned to iron and steel. In 1ron he met much 

competl t10n from other and older American 1roDJDasterll, and in 

steel he found strong oompetitiol1 ' off ered by the Eng1isb import •• 

Tbe English product Was under,ae1H.ng the American. and Ward 

determined to drive theae 'foreign compeu. tors from the field. 

He 'knew ·of nQ better tray of finding business for his new m1l1s 

t 'l'lan by beoOming aot1'9'ely affilia.ted with the ral1roacls. Once 

suffioient business was obtained to assure the continued sUocess 

of t ,he mi,lls, it wC)Uld be a l .ess dlfficul t t a sk to olose the 

Amer10an market to the English manufacturers. Needle ss to say. 
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the Pere Mar quette was butl t entirely on Ward-made r a ile. Oon­

trol' 1n o t her roads was acquired in various ways. The purchase 

of s tock and the building of a new mill were required: to secure 

the Ohlcago,Milwaukee & St. Pau1 aa a regular ous tomer. The 

Detroi t & Mil waukee teohnio was employed to gain oontrol 01 

toe Burlington 8: SGu thweste rn. Tha t road found 1. tae1t 1n 

finanoial dB'fiou1 ties as wao so often the case with the r a lls 

in those early days. Deepl te tbe fact that be was "then heavily 

involved ln the Pere Marquette, Eber tVard foun(i it possible to 

extend. a loan of $a50"ooo. 00 to the Burlington. When payment 

of hie note was not met on the due date. the .industrialist was 

perfectly wS,lling to accept $500,000.00 1n stoqk in payment of 

, the . obU,gatlon. 13 

13. Detl'ol t Poq)', J anuary 4,l815. 

?'lith t his $izable blookof stoo,k 1n hand it i s small wonder that 

Eber Ward wa.s soon found listed 9.8 a direotor of the aUrH,ngton & 

Southwes tern)and it may be assumed that South Ohioago rails · 

were be1ng used by that 1'0 

duot •. 

in p refe ;'ence to the English pro-

Tbe Louisiana Oentral was orashed in much tbesa.me manner. 

Again a loan whioh conldnot be paid reaul ted in the tra.nsfer 

ot a large block of stock and the ultiiilate announcement ot Eber 

.Ward as a memb er of the Board ot Direotors. ~Vhene.er money 

was needed by a r a.ilroad, the steel maker appeared to ha.ve -

Buf f icient I:1tmls a.vailable and he a lways oo11eoteda substantial 

interest, USUally 1n s tock, for his kindness. 14 

14.. Detroi t Flee Press. January 7.1875 • 

,<'.;"." : .. :.tl:: .:. ... { ....... :. 



Despi t e the t aot t ha t the pioneer r al1roadbul1dex:s 

often loat their entire 1nvest'ment, no suoh oa.l amity Qvertook 

the i'ol'mer shlpptng magnat e. All of his ventures into the 

domain of' t he "Iron Horse" turned out profitablY, and a t t he 

time of hi s death bi s r a i lroad hold i ngs were s till re,t ed well 

ove the million dollar m~.rk . only in the c ase of the Fl int & 

iPere l/k"u'quette d t d Eber Ward oonoeive and butld. a rallroa,d. In 

his other deals he usual l y oarne in after the ground. worlt had. 

b een lald, and the manner of hie coming was suoh tha.t a oon­

siderable profit resulted. 

Eller Brock Ward was happy in his new enterprises", He 

had enjoyed his ships as be enjoyed bis l' a llroads and his mine8 

andblJ$ mille. His Mi ddle West was beooming an lnduetrla.l oen­

t er 1n whioh many thriving 01 tie, with l a.rge manufactur ing 
. . 

section, .ere develOping while a few miles beyond the f armer 

was still tilling the fertile so11. Ward watched. this evolution.,. 

ary prooess and saw in it the balanoedeoonomy, th$ union cf 

Oity a.nd farm . whioh he had always advocated. prosperity for 

the Mi ddle West, he would tell his friend8, was assured. And 

when be spoke there' was So ring Of triumpb 1n h,,"s voioe for 5. t 

pleased him to reo all tha t even as Ward boats had explored 

the vast shor eline of the Great Lakes, 80 now the w~:rc;t railroad. 

were opens.ng up a.n equal ly vast hinter land. The tnp.~~t~1e.1 

finanoier of a new daY' was pll'oud of his part 1~ the n~ ~GUnt:ry. 
l \\ : , \ -
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Ohapter XIV 

SAWDUST AND BR1Nl& 

When Samuel Ward first c ame into Mioh igan, Bay City and 

saginaw were tiny settlements that warranted only oocaaional 

stops for purposes of trade. There was little to lUre pioneers 

into the wooded valley in those days. There was 11 ttl.e to 

keep them there once they came. T1mber, the very flnest white 

pine. abounded along the :\"1 Vel' bank and far inland. But white 

pine on the Saginaw had no value in the twenties and in the 

thirties. Ample trees were available at far more accessible 

places. 

But despite all t his the settlers came. They were of 

that hardy raoo that saw in the foresta oJ1ly logs from whioh 

to bul1d rod e cabina and in the solI the mere pOBsibili ty of 

SUbsistence. They pictured a great future for the Saglnaw 

Valley, piotured it not for themselves, for prosperity would 

be too long in coming, but pictured it rather for thelr children 

and for their children's children. In the meantlme, the Valley 

would g1 ve thema11 "ling. 

While they waited for that distant brighter day, they 

were cOlllpletely dependent upon Samuel Wa.rd and l ater upon Eber 

ard, the nephew.. Wbat news they received from the gre::l t world 

beyond came after i toeased to be news and 'came either on one 

of the Ward sal1 boats or on the later steamers. The coming of 
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the boat was an event ot great Importanoe in the Val.ley. 

Settlers oame fr·om miles around. gathered on the Ward dook 

long betore the steamer ho"e lntoeight, gathered and waited 

for word from friends and relati"es 1n New England. They wer~ 

eager tor the newspa,per.8 whiob bore a date -line 8. mOnth old. 

Tbey anticipated this or that little oomfort whioh bad 

been ordered from the East. The oOlld.ngof the Ward steamer 

broke the monotony of frontier existence. 

There "as othel1' business to attend to .hfle the boat was 

tledup at the dook. The produoe whi.Oh had been raised 1n the 

Valley and whlo11 coUld be sparedl would barve to be sent else­

where 1f the .settler wished for a. little money , with which to 

purohase what he could notralse or coul d not make. There was 

no market for his orope around Saginaw. Eber \Vard and bis 

shipe provlded the only market, the only link with the buyer.e 
. ~suoh things as 

·of the East. The Valley was almost self-~ff:toient except torl\' 

ooffee and tea and spices. If the settler desired 

any of these iuxuries he would ha't"e to barter · w1 th the Oa,ptaln 

to secure tha.a..ItSaglna.w was entirely dependent upon Ward for 

all of "ts supplies", states William B .. Mershon, who lived all 

of his :tife in the Valley. 1 

1. As related b1 William Bit Mershon to the au t bor,. , 

Beoause the settl.ers of the SaginaW' were so oompletely 
, 

dependent upon the Ward boats, there were those who held the 

CB.ptfn Dot too highly. They grumbled beca.use his boats did 

not oome often enough; growled because they thought his offering 

too low on their ptoduoe;. oomplained that bis price was too high 

. ':.,~ ~ :,..: "·b .o "'':e::", ~\' 
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on the luxuries he brought from the East .• ' 

Yet the It''iser heads among them l'oa112ed t hat they oould 

not exist without the Ward line and, when the .indomitable 

plODil.~r built his railroad into the hlnterland, t hey knew that 
'.'1. . 

he was opening up vast inland reaches even as hls boats had 

made accessible the remotest plaoes along the shore.. It was 
I 

the Ward railroad that made> available the huge timber fGr whioh 

Miohigan became famoo's wh11e, at the same time, 1. t rJlS,de of the, 

peaceful Vall ey something more tban an llDpover1.shed frontier 

settlement. 

The wealth of the Saginaw had not remained unnoticed by 

Eber Ward. From time to time be acquired blts of property, 

usually ttmber land since he needed timber for his boats.. Beyond 

this, he reasoned. the day would come when a.n industrialized 

Mi ddle west.. finding insuffloient lWJi)el" in the denu(ied forest. 

of the East, would seek elsewhere for 1ts requirements. When 

that tlme came it would be well to be the owner of Michigan 

timber. a 

a.James 0, Mll1s,Our IDliWd Seas, 11 J550~ 

The Go.ernm~nt land grant wlth wbioh Ward bad bullt his 

r ailroadlf.enabled h1. to acquire the lands whl0h he considered 

worth-whlle.Tlmber tracts were selling at $1.25 an acre" and 

for a man 1n Wa.rd's financial clrcumstanoes, 1t became a simple 

matter to acquire a.s much of the public domain as he deslred~ 

And tbose desires increased steadily. He bought timber around 

Flint, at otter Lake, and on the Oedar River. As his ~ 
. % 

extended westward toward Lake Miohigan, be seoured large hOldings 

. ': ~', ;:,;: ~,- '!': "'~l-";:" ~. ' 
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along the Pere Marquette River. These acquisitions were made 

years b efore the oountry had b een opened 1'or settlement, years 

before ther e was a ny demand for M1ehigan lmnber.. But Eber Brook 

ard was aceustomed to look ahead. 

y the time the OS.vil ;Val' burst upon the oountry, t he white 

pine stands of the Eas t had been exhausted. Eyes were turned 

to the forests ot the Middle West., The Saginaw Valley beckoned 

to the lumberjack with his ~klna. and his he~vy oalked boots. 

There ha.d been severalemall sa."UIl"11s In the Vall ey for many 

years. A portion of the Ward business had oome from those 

mills. Lumber had b een f reighted to Detr,oi t " to Obioago, to 

11waukee.. But this business was as nothing oompared, to t he 

pert'ad: follOWing 1860. It wa s then that the lumber barons 

camet oame and r~bed the forest of its stately wbite pine. 

Tbe Pere Mar quette RailrOad wa s ready tor this new businese. 

Eber Ward once again had seen the trend of the times • . had 

antioipated futUre demand, bad placeel himself in a. poslt1on 

f rom whioh he oould not help but profl t. He opened short spur 

lines into his own timber lands on otter Lake and along the 

banks of the Cedar. He erected a l a rge a awml 1 1 at Saginaw. 

The man ot ships and of ste$l and of many othe r thing. now 

blossomed forth as a potential lWllber baron. The importanoe of 

the r ailroad. to the Valley is noted from the fact that' thirty .. 

au eawmlils were soon operating in Bay Oity)whlle 'Saginaw 

boasted seventy-four. All of this bUsiness was Carried by t-be 

ard r a llroad. There "as no other way out of the Va.!Hey., :3 

'""!I 1 - · '\. I 

3. stewart H. Holbrook, Holx Old M8Q,l(liMw. 84. . ( 
~; _ .. .r 
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1J!ber 'Ward bad planned the wes t ern term1nal of the Flint & 

Pere Mar quette a.t the junotion of the river and Lake .M1oh i gan. 

The 11 ttle to""" of Pere Marquette had developed at t hat po1nt 

for no good reason whatsoever unless 1t. be that some early 

settler saW in the. ai t e a good location. ard, too, thought 1t 

w~ll sltuated beoa.uEf~ his boats bad f'ouDd there a r ather f'rieDily 

harbor, a lJarbor that wOUld act as an ,excellent outlet f'or hi. 

rallroad. As the l~dustriali1'3 t bad: a.ntic1pated, the coming 

of the Pare Marquette oaused a boom on the weet ooast of Mich-

19an deep! te the pan10 yea.r of 1873. Lumber was soon to be orown .. 

ed king of the s tate and the new railroad traversed the most 

densely wooded traots. Of' t he ohoice timber lands in Mason, 

Osceola. Ooeana and 'NewaygOoountles. Eber Ward owned lIlUoh. 
/ 

His surveyors told him that be posseesed four hundred million 

feet of s tanding timber, all splendid pine, the only wood 

oonsidered in those days .• worth marketing. These IVast Ward 

holdings were in addition to other tracts held near Saginaw 

and .in northwestern Ohio, where the .lndustrlalist had made 

extensive pure,hases for mills whiohhe planned to erect in 

Toledo~ 4 

4.. Owen VS. Potter , Re22l'd •• 774,. 

So it was t hat during the Oivil War period the peace­

ful quiet of the Michigan forests was dl.sturbed b( the ooming 

of the woodsman. Lumber barons and lumberjacks were: ~oving ­

westwa.rd, were moving into the Saginaw Valley, !ntq t~e Mus­

keg01l dis t rict. into the regions watered by the pel'e ;Mlarquette 

RiVer!> Wi th -their axes and oross-out saws they camei. oame by , ,-
J 

\ 
• I 
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r/ard 1;) oat to Saginaw and by Ward l'atl~ad t o the east shores 

ot' Lake Michigan. With them oame the saloons,and the brothels. 

and the faro dealel's. A new. unknown kind 'of 11fe· was dls ... 

turbing the quiet of the .ploneeir in c·entraJ.alld 110 cthern 

Miohigan, S 

f)., Stewart Holbrook. rm..~1:t~. VII. VIII. 

The ifile,ll""roa.d.ng" era was o$s t .l .ng '1 ts spell over the rivers . 

and valleys of Eber 'Ward" s adopted St a.:te. Tbe ring of the 

woodsman- s alE tang through the f ore sts that had heard n.othlng 

more than the report of the pioneer 'lSI guil. And Eber Ward had 

ttlUOh to do with b:rlnglng ·about the o.hange. 

'Ihe "pathfinder of Ame l'ioan ,steel" bad been wat tlng for 

this moment.. He was ready to plunge lnto the new oo,t1"1 tiee. 

He owned a railroad which oould oarry wppltes into the dense 

fore sts" which could bring tbe out timber to market., He owned 

. ample lands whioh woUld aupplythe timber. Snatcln8 'loge out 

of the' forest eeJ.led tor a high type of o:rganlzat~oa. It meant 

seouring the serv10es of men who were accustomed l,tO . ::the ta.s~, 
! I, ' 

lW1ll):er3aoks ot whom Et)er Wardknew 11 ttle. This l ~a)l~~l,.at1ng 

busines s ,genius ooulds-ee no profit in hauling tf$l>~r \' out of 

the forests. He had fOWld this end of the buai-:-:~SI)B~~t to ~f , ' .1' 

his l1king at Saginaw., 'there were scores of exp,.~~~no,'~~ lumber ... 
"I I \' " ' ) ~, "\ '. ' 

jacka in the woooa. all ready to stu·ve .• ,all 1'ea4~ I,t~ ~o~)..rao't ' \ i''\ 
for the work. So Ward Rss1g11:ed 'itae task of out t Jng 'lhl\s Il~ t I, ' \ 

to the lowest bidder. to the lndlvl.dUa1 who WOU.~j· , \f.~i \ ~he treea, 
, " ! 1 \ 

. J . I ! " \ 
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trim them, and float tbe logs to pere Marquette at the lowest 

ooet. 6 

6. As told by fharle s Hanson and George Aokervill of Luding­
ton, two men who worked in the Ward mills. 

This system would spare the new mill-owner the diffioulty of 

organiz1ng his lumber3 ~cks. He knew sal10rs and be knew iron 

and steel makers, but be recognized t hat woodsmen were a race 

in themselves t , men who had to be understood, men who did not 

l end themselves to tbe ways of ships and of mills. Ward was 

satisfied to let those who were acquainted with ,the wandering 

woodsmen , do the managing. 

Because the wes tward migrations f rom tbe Maine woods 

had been heavy, Eber Ward fQund muoh oompeti tion f or his con­

tracts. Logs, by SUCh agreements as be was able to enter lnto, 

could be hauled to his mills at a much oheaper figure t han he 

himself could have done t be job. The woodsmen operated under 

8 system that even the ingeniOUS industrialist had never t hought 

of. The contractor ; who secured the work by virtue of his low 

bid : would hire his men for the princely sum of flfteen clollars 

a month to which would be added lodgings and food. The men 

would agree t~ get the t1mber out within a period t hat assured 

the C)ontraotor of a satisfe.otory profit. If they failed, the 

men were simply not paid. 7 

7. A8 told by George Ackervil le of Ludington. 

Eber Ward did not under stand such methode of doing business. 

He alone had always taken all of the chances in his enterprises. 

His men had been paid regardless of what profits accrued to him. 

, ~ ;j: ~ :: ...• :i"," 
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uany times there were no profits. '"LulIlberjacks are a peculiar 

lot", sald Eber Ward, and let it go at that. His logs were 

being hauled from the woods , that Was all tha t mattered. 

The Pere Marquette Lumber Company; w1 th, Ward owning all 

of the stock outri ght, was organized at the terminus of the 

railroad which bore the same name. This was the organiza tion 

which was, to eaW the lo~ which were being floated down the 

river by the contr actors. At the outset, Ward l s son, Milton, 

was placed in ·oha rge, but, as had happened on previous Qccasions , 

t his young man showed nO apt! tude for bus ine ss ,and 0 ere long . 

J. S. Woodruff ', who had l eamed about boats at Marine Oi ty, was 

brought in to l eam about 'lUmber. He l ea rned rapidly and at 

an annual salary of $2,500.00 he made his employer one of the 

l arg,est and most important lumber barons of Miohigan. 8 

8. Ibtd. 

It was charaeterlstic of E'oe r Ward tha.t he never engaged 

in halfway measures. Onoe b e determined to enter a new field, 

he plunged without r e s traint. He had ,butlt the l a rgest and 

finest vessels on the Great La.k:es. he had. ereeted the leading 

steelmllls in the count ry; be would build a sawmill t hat would 

become the ta.lk of the Northland, that would show these Maine 

loggers how the Middle, West did things. In order to oare f or 

the logs whioh were already coming lD, Ward built hie first 

m111 in 1870, a ml1l with a oapaci ty ot 85.000 fe,et of lumber 

a day. He erected it in the vlllageof Pere Yar(1Uette, in the. 

Fourth Ward, on land tha t abutt.ed. the dver. He bnilt it OD 

fifty.fi.e huge stone piers, out oYer the water, so tha t the 

",,'. ~, .. ~ .. ,.. ·'{i.r: 
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logs oould be floated in w1 ttl a minimum of handling. Fifty 

by one bundred thirty 'was the area of the ground Space in t hat 

first mll1,8nd it ooat some @60,OOO to build. 9 

9. Hl s t.ory.2! }jason Ogpntyt }UohigOO, 872 .. 

The mlll was 800n too small for the great runs whioh 

were ooming in from the caIDps,and in tbe following year,Eber Ward 

oonst ruoted his second mill. Samuel Moffat, a In111wr1ght . 

designed what was to be known as the South Mill, the one built 

the previous year being referred to as the North Mill . Mof fat 

had won Ward's oonfidence, and as a remIt was permitted to 

plan a s he t hought best. Arrangements within the struoture' 

and the type of machinery to be used were determined entirely 

by the bu1lder. The question of oost was never raised. That 

Was Ward's' way_ He knew nothing of Ifwml~18) but he did know , 
how to employ men who were f ull,. informed and wholD he could 

trus,'t.Onoe suoh men wereln hls organlzatioD. they were given 

oomplete freedom of' action. It they fatled, Ward dropped theJJl; 

but if they suooeeded, as was ' usUal ly the oase, they were taken 

into the inner cirole, and: as Ward prospe·red) sO did t hey. Uoffat 

suooeeded. The south Mill was oonsidered one of the finest 

s awmill a 1n the Uni ted States. ' 10 

10. Owen V8. Potter, Besom, 774. 

Where the first m111 had oost $60,.000. the South Mill -

ran to $146,000. Sawyers sang Its praises t hroughout , the 

oountry of the big tree8. There were the great, double sixty 

inch 01rcular s aws whioh were used to eize the logs. There ~aa 

. ':'-'.', :/· .. ·l.~: ." 
..... ' 



another single S 'lW of equal size to care f ·or logs wh1oh" beoause 

of unnatural growth. 'oould not be shot into tbe gang_saw 

oarr i age. And then there were .otber gang-sawa. all new 1n 

that day, whicb out the buge logs into fine lumber" .gang~saws 

wi th as many a~ thirty-six saws in one blook. Wi t hin a few 

minutes a monarch of the foeest would be out into f ine lumber 

ready for the market which was clamoring for Michigan ~h1te pine. 11 

11. As described by Will iam M1.11-er, samnl11 worker;. also 
Hi story; of fIason Cguntv, 875 .• 

ith suoh unheard of maohinery in the mills it is small wonder 

t hat the new Pere Marquette enterprise formed 'tbe subjeot of 

oonver sation wbere:eever lumberjacks gathered alter a bard day 
~~ . 

1n the woods. Eber Ward wasshowlng tbe way in th1s1ndustry 

as be bad in the others lYhich he had entered. 

Just as thl s Mi dwest industrialS.at ha.d ereoted towns 

about hls works at Wyandotte and at Chioago and at 1111waukee , 

so be now built a lumber town on Lake Miohigan. Boarding 

h~ses were oonst ructed as were also small oompany homes 

whioh were s()l d to the workers at a reasonabl e oost a.nd under 

favorable terms. The foundations were latd for one of t he 

moet important oities on t he east ern shores of Lake M1chigan. 

Many year s before Eber Ward had oome to Pere Marquette, 

Nelson Ludington of Menomonee and James and Harrison Ludington 

ot Milwaukee, had noted two majestio forests in t hat v1cinity. 

They made l arge purohases of t hi s timber to add to extensive 

holdings whioh they had previously acquired in the upper­

peninsUla and 1n northern Wisoonsin. The property 1n Wi soonsin 

was deemed more acces sible and was logged first. Mi chi gan 

• :;>t_·,~. ",{{,~::.:., 
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holdings were sold to Ward and to others~ The Ludingtons d1d 

retain possession of some of the land around the harbor,and 80 

it came to pass that in 1874 certain political-minded citi zens 

renamed the pOl'tof Per e M&r quette, - Ludington, ther eby depriv­

ing the famous Jesu1t explorer of the recognition which he so 

richly de8erved~ Many were the :orotests of the older citi zens. 

Ward, they pointed out, was the ma.n who had developed the city. 

It was his workmen, brought f r om distant parts, who had populated 

the district. Hie boa.ts we re ma.king the harbor fa.mous.. His 

rn0ney was furnishing the life blood for i ts enterpri ses. But 

grumbling availed li t tle. Ludington it was to be and to r emain. 

Eber Ward merely smiled. He had never been interested in such 

empty glQry,. But to this day. citizens ,o·f the port are loud 

in prot esting that t heir to\l1D. should be known as Pere Marquette. 

Only the railroad whleh enters the town a.nd the large oarferries, 

auocessor s to the original Ward 1.1ne. still b ear the hi storical 

name. 12 

12. As learned f rom oonversation witb numerous Citi zens; also 
Perry F . Powe~s . ! Hirat9tx QL Mlqhlgaal. t ,:398. 

Oblivious of the tu~o11 oooas1on~d by the naming of the • 
town. the trimmers and the great gang .. saws1n tbe Ward mille 

bummed on. There were days when as muoh as thirty thousand 

feet of lumber was cut; a r eoord even ln the days of the great 

log drives" A seasons total often showed 'tWenty-'twoml11ion 

f oet of lumber, and it was a1;1. of the much demanded whi te pine 

Variety. 13 

1:3. Owen VB, Pott,er, RecoRB , 774. 

.... '.: .. .'. ::,..: ~ -!.~, .~ " ' {' ... : :' 7" 



... GOO .. 

Eller Srock Ward was not one to depend upon the regul ar 

trade outlets to di spose of the vas t quantiti es of l umber which 

hi s t wo mill s a t Lud Ington , his t wo a.t Toledo, and his Sa.ginaw 

orks wer e 'ttu"lllng out. At the corner of Roby and Slue Island 

avenues in Chicago he openedhls own lumbe r yard. a ya r d \l1hl0b 

was soon selling thirty-five million feet of white pine annually. 

To ca rry that lumber f rom his mills to his trade outle~,the 

resourceful Ward built three large lumber b ar ges, each Os.pable 

of car'ry l ng 750 ,000 feet of timbel'. George Ackerville tel l s 

of these three ba.rges, piled h1gh wIth lumber" bel:lg towed 

southward b y the tug !!m.. Which had been construoted f or t he 

lurpose in the n,e" shipyards at Wyandotte. The barges provIded 

oheap transporta.tion f rom t he dense f orests to the Chic ago market. 1 

14. Details rela tlngto Wa d Chioago Lumber Yard in Owen ve. 
Potter, Reoo,N. 774. 

Labor in the Ward sawmills d id not f are as well ~s d id 

l abol' in the Ward iron and steel works. Ther e was an abundant 

l abor supply in the vicinity of Ludington.. Mos,t men of t he 

North knew how to ha~dle logs. other,s had followed the logging 

oamps west ward. In addition. it 1s said, Ward b:r:ought in many 

lmmigrante, men whom bis agents found at Ellis Island, men who 

had oome to the land of plenty but now did not know where to 

turn. A dollp...J:' and a quarter was cons1dered a good day'a wage 

for inexperienc ed help', but Mrs.- George Marcellus, who i s the 

daughter of one of the p10neer sawyers. com.>nents t ha.t with this 

sum "everybody seemed able to buy all they needed including a 

home". Eber Ward came to h1seawmllls only on rare oeo8,e1ons, 

being oontent to permit Moffat and Woodruff to run the mills as 

·",'\',: .. :",-h.: .,.~,;~:., ~. ' 
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they t hought best . The enterprise was showing substantial 

annua l profit. Ward noted t hat the affairs at Ludington were 

in oapable hands , when h@ vi s ited the plaoe for his annual three­

day inspection. When things were gotng well, he saw no J;'eason 

for interfering. Onoe again he bad selected bis e i as Wisely. 

When Eber Ward's untimely death took h im f rom the soene 

of his many endeavors , the sawmills were just begilming to swi ng 

into ful l produotion. The Ludington property was left in 1 ts 

entirety to his seoond wlfs, and it 1s a matter of record t hat 

t his inheri tanoe prOved a. bonanza .• turning out many millions 

of doll ars f or its new owners , operating under the name of 

T. R. Ryan Oompany, a subaldla.ry of Ward & Cortlpaf\Y. Mr. Ryan, 

who waS a. brother of Mrs. nard , was in fUll oharge of the lumber 

hOldings. In the industry. at the time of h1s dea.th, t he 

founder of the~ e sawmllls in the Northland was recognized as 

"the l argest p ine land owner in a,11 the vast pine region of 

these north c entral sta tes". 15 

15. WU1ial!! Bancroft, Ql2..g1t., 341. 

The Ward mills wer e outting logs into lumber a t a r a te that 

surpa.ssed the efforts of others in that day. Pine lands .. it 

was a ssumed , were 90 extensive tha t they would never be deple t ed ; 

yet it was the ruthless, explOita tion of the forestiiJ. an ex.­

ploitation symbolized by the Ward mills, that makes i t necessary 

in thi s day to supply thel,.a.rge at sawmills by hauling logs 

f rQm the most remote and di stant places. 

During his short" periodiC vi,si ts to his Saginaw and 

Ludington sawmills, Eber \Vard noted the mountains ,of s a.wdust 
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whioh were collecting everywher e around t he works, huge p iles 

of waste spewn from the j aws of the gang-saws. For lack of a 

better pl ace of deposit.this waste was t hrown . into the lake 

and the fill ed in area s c ame t o be known as the sawd.ust f l ats. 

To the pr aD tioal Ward mind such p r oo edur6 smacked of inefficienoy. 

Ther e must be some use f or thts sawdust. It should , s a i d the 

owner, be made e. prof itable b y ... produot of the l umber business. 

Woodruf f. with whom Ward d i scussed the matte'I' . shrugged hil s 

shoulders. Eve ry sa1!l'lll11l he had . ever vi e1 t ed was !Car ked by a 

steadily growi ng sawdust pile nearby.. He had questioned some 

of the loggers who had COme f rom the f!a1ne camps. They had 

answer ed t hat "you can't cut Jogs w'.thGUt making sawdust" and 

they had never hee-raaf" sa.dust being at" . 'fhat settled the 

matter as f a r as t hey wer e conoerned, settled it. too, for 

ooc1ruff. But 1. t settled nothing for 1l)er Ward. There must 

be some use for tha t sawdust. 

Even before t his Miohigan industrialist, in his travels 

around t he lakes, ha.d hee.rd t he rumors of i ron ore depos1 te 1n 

northern regions ., tales of l a rge salt peokets1n the Sta te were 

being spoken of. r~one of these early sett lers VIas f amilia r 

wi th salt r but f rom time to time some l earned tra.veler from the 

East would go t hrough the oount;ry and f ind evidences of eal t. 

n...er Wa.rd was always intere sted in new oppor tun1 ties and these 

rumors did not pa ss him by unheeded. It appea r ed tb,at the 

Saginaw Val l ey was the oenter of all of these disoussions and 

Vlard was r eady to reduoe rumor to fact. The sltuatik>n was stlll 
. , . 

I 
too unc ertain for a 'Ienture on his own, but he dld nth'lnk that 

the state should make an investigation . to determine whether 

·': \'·:.-:-.f._h.' ""{:~~". ~.' 
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there was anything to the stories whioh even the Indians were 

di scussing., etories of salt licks and of salt . spxings. 16 

16_ Quimby Papers, Lette r Eber Ward to Samuel Ward, June 10.1837. 
~ 

By 1838 the St ate was 1'eady to act,. Three thousand dollars , 

was ap i)l'Opriated and Dr. Hought on " stat~ geologi st. ,was or ... 

dered to oonduot t he investigations. The following yea.1'. upon 

t he r equest of Hought/,m ", an additional grant of $15,000 was made, 

exper imental wells were sunk, end ee.! t wa s found. !3eoauee the 

wells had not b een sunk deep enough to yield brine in paying 

quantitles~ the salt legend was forgotten for the time being. 

Yet under the dense forests of .Miohigan, according to later 

e.nalysle, lay brines more highly saturated tha.n in any other 

section of the oountry. Potentially ,Miohigan was to be the eal t 

produc tng sta te 'of the n ation.. But. lumber wa s 'to oome first. 18 

16. United Sta t e s,Tenth Census , Report sm. Manuf wa:mre,1880. 30. 
t ', r ~ 

Twen.ty years later t when the great logg ing era again 

called a.ttention to the Saginaw Val l ey,. the legislature waa 

reminded of the inves tiga tions made by Dr,. -Houghton. Salt was 

ooming into Miohigan from l~ew York and from Ohio. If> there was 

actual ly salt in tbe state, suoh i mpor tations W8I'6 poor business. 

In order to stl!!IUlat~ prlvat.e enterprise in tha salt · ~leld. it 

:a9 voted to exempt from taxation all property used ~p;~,he' 1I:I8n-. 
. \ I \ 

ufacture e·f salt and to of fer a bounty of ten oents :Ptr' bushel 

on el1sal t made in the Sta te. 17 , \;1~ k 
17. J.W.Jenks, "The Miohigan Salt Association"" 

Ripley J T,rnets. Pools, and OS}tP9i£<&t1sans, 3 • 

. "', ~.;:,.., ~ -..... ... '{ ....... :. ~., 
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~'lothing mOre wa.s requ.ired.Those in M'iohigan. wbo had tl'l6 

metil'Ul began. to s ink salt wells. It would exenrpt t heir lands 

from taxation. would pay 'them a. ten oent l'o~ral ty if they could 

produc e sal t. lUnQng those who tried for sal:t in the Saginaw 

Va.lley wa.s l~er Brook Wa.rd.. His boat9 were serving t he d i s trict, 

hie i'ailroad wa.s dotng business ; salt \vou10 mea.n inc rea sed 

traff i c fo r both. Flut so many V¥6re entel'ing this ta..x exempt 

field t hat ct:)tl1peti t1011 was beating the p rice of salt down. li 

s ituation of this na ture was not to be tolerated by Ward. It 

was t h rough hi s effort. the. t the Saginaw -& Bay Salt Oompany was 

f'ol'!l'led, em organizatlon to twhicb m~st of the salt manufaoturers 

in th~ Val l ey belonged... . it wa.s the type of oombine l'hicb 

was to beoome eO pl'evalentin a later buslness period f or the 

PU 1'PQEH9 0f controlH.ng prices. Under t .he Ward plan, AJ.l sales 

.era to be -mane t hrough a oentral a.gency and manufaoturers were 

to make the organization the sole outlet for thelr proouot. 

D\mcan Stewart , a Ward a.ssooiate, wa.s named Pr esident and in 

that pod t10n handled the details of theamalgamatlon. s tJ_art. 

as might beexpeoted,_ shipped all Qf the Sa.ginaw salt in Ward 

bottoms, and this des:pl t e the faot that other shippers, Oapta.in 

Goodrich among thelli; weX'6 olamoring for the bus iness and were 

even o:ff·e:dng loweJr rates.Until the storm, broke', the salt asso .. 

olation .proved proft table for Wal'cias well as for Duncan. But 

t be so-ca.lled "shipping soandals" (iiGon broke up the \organlza.tlon. 

l7hlob has been oalled the If earli est f OTl'1l of pool". Eber Vl~.rd 

.b.ad scorecii another fi:rst~ 19 
~. -~~--- -~~-- - .-"" ." .. - .~- .'~-' .~~ 

__ L __ : ._~ , 
-6 '\ ; 

18_ Ib.:t.d, 5. 
§ ,x . \ . h 
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:\,ard va.s llor~ interested in sal t •. , In hi s active mi nd , as he 

t aU :ed t o Wo~druff in Ludington , sa.wdust &1ld s al t brine seamed 

to run together. 11 Why not" 't he asked Woodruf f, "use the sawdust 

to crea.te t:l:le steam r equired to bring the salt brine to the 

surfa.ceil • Here was a nsw i dea. Halt well s would not have to 

be dug. a rd proposed to produoe sal t by merely drilling tuo 

boles to t he salt beds. Hot steam. generat ed from sawdu st, 

Quid be forced down the one opening and salt brine 'Would 

overflow into p r epared va ts ~iOO1 the other. For Ward t o get an 
,:,1,. 

i dea meant t o teet it. Wooa ruff went to ~vork on his new p roblem 

and w1 t hin e shOl't time the great s awdust hills a.t both Luding­

ton and Saginaw we re going up in smoke while t hey p r oduoed the 

steam '11<h10,h was forcing the salt brine to the surfaoe. The 

Ward Pel'e Mar~uette LUl1IDer Company dug two such salt wel l s, 

each t wo t housand. feet deep .. Th.ere was no further expense. 

sawdust had b ecome a by-p r oduct of the l umb er i ndustry. 19 

19. As told by George Ackerville. 

tbe two sal t wells produoed seven hundred barrels of 

sal t a day t mor·e than t h e entire State of liiohigan .eould b.oast 

of in 1860 when four t housand barrels had beenaccUroul a t ed b y 

all oompetitors. So r api d wa,B the development of .this new 1n. 

dustry, tha t two yeats later produotion jumped to a43~OOO 

barrels, while in 1873 a total of B23 .346 b a rrels waS ma:rketed. "20 
~~ __ "--"~_~, _ .. ___ ~ .__ L_ .. .. ____ ~~~~ __ . _~_ .. _ _ ___ 1.. 

20.. S. S.Garrlques. Eeport l1.x. a~a;te Salt isspep's;., i1881. , 
~ ___ ~~ _ _ ~~~_____ ' f 'j, 

. IE , , 
\71111a.m B. liershon'J wbo lived ' through 1 t all,;! 'relates 

that Eber Ward d~velopecl salt beds in Saginaw. in I J4¥"t..st 1 que , 

\ \ 
• \ ~ I • 
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and in Ludington. While many others entered n .ta new field of 

enterprise . it vias \']ard who shof;Jed tha.t the aalt beds were wIdely 

spread ill the St ate, it was he who first brought the various 

refiners into one organization in order to assure adequate 

profi ts ; 1 t ""laS ils who developed the cheapest methods for 

extracting the salt trom the beds.. So extensive \70r9 hIs salt 

wotkings t hat they f/ould have been suff icient to take up h1s 

entl ro t i me. aut t o the energetl0 Wa.rd they remained a by ... 

p:roouot of hI s sawmill s. Despite this f aot , hi s sa.lt enterprises 

beoame so extensive th~t they laid the f ounda tion for t he Mo~ton 

Salt OOl'llpany , whiob WfO.S one day to enter the fiel d and. develop ; 

on the Nard bold ings, the largest salt we11a in the oountry. 

Eber Ward. the p ioneer lnahlppi ng and in $teel wU , 11kewlse 

the pioneer in salt • 

. ·'-·.'··~~~':!!t·: ) .,.?~:" ~. ' 



Ohapter XV 

BLAOK MAGIC 

There was nothing in the l i fe of Eber Brook Ward t hat 

would lnd ioate an inter est in the manufaoture of glass unless 

it was a faint memory Of the greased paper whioh his father 

and unole Samuel had placed in the openings of those little 

rude oabins, whioh they had erected at Yankee Point and in 

wh10h the boy had spent his early days on the st. Clai r. When 

t his busy empire builder went into shlpping, he was merely 

f ollowing the path wh10h had been taken by hi B uncle. When he 

went into railroads and lnto iron and into steel, h.e attempted 

to offse·t the inroads made upon his shl pping interests by the 

"Iron Horse". When he engaged in the logging boom, it was the 

na.tural seQUence of events , the result of his days in the wild. 

emess. Salt had been nothing more than a by.product of lumber. 

But in all of that vast indus t rial domain in whioh Eber Ward 

moved. there was nothing to interest him in glass. 

Tbe art of making gl ass, t hough known to man f rom an 

early day' , had always been surrounded by mysterY. In ancient 

times., the Egyptians held a monopoly on the art and during the 

thirteenth century, Venioe was the leader in the industry. 

Here too, great secreoyenveloped the process . on the little 

i sland of Murano , nest ling among the lagoone of Venioe; the 

Italian artisans fired their pots behind closed windows and 

, 
3 .. 
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barred doors. .Murano's glas s works were veri table pri sons 

for the men who knew the seoret of blowing molten glass into 

shapes of gl eaming beauty, and who wer e to make Venioe famous 

t hroughout t he oour ts of Europe., 1 

1. Rhea N. Kittle, nOlass " 1n Enoyolopedi a Brit tanioa , (l4th 
Ed .) :x: ,410. 

The good people of t hat early day, marveling at the 

glit t ering oreations and hearing vague rumors t hat glass was 

being made from common sand . called it "Black Magic". A 

sorcerer's wand , they t hought. was required t o bring from t he 

boiling Caldron t he b.rlght, transparent produot whioh appeared 

in so many shapes. and. whioh served so many uses. AndEber , . . 

Ward. who in the seventies was studying spi r itualism for the 

purpose of determining what validity t here was to the olaim of 

transmi tUng messages f rom the beyond, may have heard of this 

"Black Magic: may have beoome intrigued thereby. 

Glass, espeoially pla.te glas's" was not being manuf ac tured 

to any great extent in the United St ates at the time. In 1852, 

John B .. Ford established a fa.c tory in Brooklyn . and several 

year s thereafter another at Albany. Yet neither of these 

plant s made moh head'!ay. The Amerioas continued to i mport 

most of the required glass from England, the oountry whioh had 

wrested the secrets of "Black Magic" from the Venetians. 

In Toledo., where Wa.rd was now operating two suooessful 

sawmill., Edward Drummond Li bbey was making notable progress 

1n his ou '''-glaes f ao t ory. ard met Libbey. saw t he marvelous 

creations t hat were being produoed at the gla.ss works. and 

bought several espeoiall y fine pieoes for his palatial Front 

":":",: : ... : ~ .. ~::" .... .:(;.::. ~ . .' 
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s treet home. In Toledo, too, he met John B. Fo:rd ~ whose gl ass 

?entur es had been not too 9\1ccess ful. But Ford wa s recognized. 

a s a genius i n 'pl ant organization and the a stute Ward was always 

1nterested in men who possessed special abilities. Ford was 

plac,ed on the Ward payroll with inst ruotions to bring eff ioienoy 

to the Wyandotte factories.. It wa.s from him tha t Eber Ward 

le~ned more about 'the "magic". 2 

2. Ea r l Aiken, Aladdin was. an Amateur, M.S. 

At the time t ha.t the 'lronmaster wasstlll saliing the 

Great Lakes, Forr est Shepherd; an English mineralogist and 

geGlogist ,was st~klng t hrough the Mi ssi ssi ppi ,Valley ,oountry, 

seeking ,mineral depos! t s ,whioh mi ght prove of value. He f ound 

some coal in Kentucky, some l ea.d in Missouri, but" more i mport ... 

ant, silica or sand rook on the. east slde of Pl attin Oreek 

near St. LOUis. The geolog1st recognized the fo,rmation as a 

hIgh gra. 'l e of sand, sui t able for making the finest glass. A 

group of Oonneoticut oapt talists formed a. oompany whioh d i sposed 

of muoh tha t Shephe,rd had disoovered, d i d not, however, pay any 

attention to the sand on the Pl attin. The manufacture of glass 

held no appeal for Am.erioan oap1t911etst No,t so thought Dr. 

-U 11am H. Bidwell, one of the original member s of the organiz­

a tion. Glass was exactly What the United St a tes needed. W1tb 

Shepherd and Dr .. Vinoent he organiZed a oompany to purchase the 

sand ba.nks. Dr. V1noent, a. oa reful man. oa rried two c asks of 

the precious sand to England for the u rpose of having it t ested 

by the Thames Glase Works. 3 

3. Details f rom Fj£anklln.4eff er,gn.Wooh lnrt0n. 0t awfol,"d anQ. 
Gasoonde Countlee,Mlssouri,436-440. 
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The mineralogis ts of the Tba.mee factory, after an analYsis of 

the Missouri sand, told Dr" Vincent exactly wha t the Un1ted 

s t a tes Government was to te l l Eb r Ward at a lat er date. Tbe 

sand fO\Dld em the Pl a tt1n was as flne as any yet d1soovered and 

was ideal for the manufactur e of plat e glass. the United s t a tes 

geologists, when they got around to it, f ·ound, in add1 t iel'l , that 

tbe Mi s s oud depoei t , was one of' the most l1!lportant beds in the 

west. t hat it 1s sand of the greatest purity. t hat there 1s 

almost an ineXhau s t i ble supply, and that the 0"08t of m1ntong 

wo~ld be but nominal. 4 

4. Unlte,d Sta.t es. Tenth census;. Repgrt Q1l Msmp.f~turet1880 ,:1067,. 

So glowing were the repor ts tha t a stock oompany, sai d 

to have .been oa.pi tallz.ed at $400,000, was organized, largely 

with English ,money, fOl! the purpose of produoing gla.s s on the 

Mi ssi ssippi. nr~ Bi dwell 'beoame the moving spi rit in the en­

terprise. FJ'om England he b rought Cbed Blake, who lplew glas s, 

t oget her wi th a group of 'EUr~~ean glass- makers. But when the 

Londoners" who \Vere inves tors in the enterprise , l earned t hat 

ther e was a "doutJle llablli ty" c lause, in the Mi ssoud l aws. 

when they learned t hat if the ventur e failed they would he held 

liable for t~1oe t he amount tbey bad invested:, t hey deo,l ded 

t hat Amer.1.oan l aws were rather q'Ueel' and wi thdrewi'rom the organ­

ization. They informed Dr. Bldwell tha t they preferred to do 

business 1n England. 

the· world " but they 

The .Pl attin sand might be the finest in 

anted none of it. 5 

5. lUs tory g! Fr anklin 0stuntX etc. I ')p •. oi t • 
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SUCh was the situa tion when Eber Ward f i rst heard of the 

glass sand s of Uissouri . lie learned tha.t the English atock­

holders had l os t intere s t and he di scu ssed the situation with 

Libbey and wi t h Ford. Buying bankrupt busines ses had become 

common wi th him. Usually he made a suocess of such undertak1ngs. 

" Why not., " he sai d to seorotary BronsOD ., tI why not t ake a fling 

a t ' Black Uagio 1 ?" ItWby not? It , sa id Bron son. 

The deeds and l and titles , on f ile in the off i ces of the 

Pittsburgh Pl ate Gla as Company, indic ate that on July 3 , 1871, 

Eber \Vard pai d ten thousal'ld dollars to Oliver B ~ Bidwel l for 

the Pl attin sand t raot. Bidwell had pai d thirty thousand dollars 

for t he same pi ece of l and jus t t wo years before. In addi tion, 

Ward pu roha sed f rom Ferd'1nand B ... Kcnll.et, a parcel of land f or 

:31 .404. 26. As had b een the Case in most of his ear11er ventures, 

'ard started in glass' as a lone VJolt. He made up his mi nd and 

plunged, paying littl e heed to the opin'ioD of others. Once 

started,he woUld invite others to par t i oipate, would Or ganize 

a cOIDnany. He hel d the Pl attin pu rohaoe f or ten months b efore 

he \1aS r eady to p rooeed. Then . on May 3,1872 j he f ormed t he 

Amer ioan Pl ate Glass Company and sole t he land ,whioh he had 

secured along t he Mi ssi s sippi, to that company for $52 , 927. 50. 

1thin ten months the Detroit indu strial ist had realized a. 

hands ome p rofit. 6 

6. st. Louis,Mi ssou r l ,The Mi .Asourl Renublican. May :3 . 1872. 

Capt t a.l stock of the oompany wbioh Ward and h i s associ a tes 

organized waa set at $250.,000 j 9.sUIn which soon proved t oo 

small and whioh wae inoreased to $500,000 wi thin trRo years. 
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Allen A. Gd.:f'il th, another jJl1tle l'alogi~t~ was enlployed for the 

purpose of analyzing the sa.nd and working out a fo:rmula for the 

pla te glass whioh the company hoped to manufao ture., The neeeesary 

furnaoe. holding only a f ew gl ass pots. was installed. A table, 

one hundr ed fifty feet long, was oons t ructed for polishing the 

gla ss , and Fred Holdingshausen, who remembers t hose early eff orts., 

r e l a t es tha t 1t r equired a. t en-hour day to polish one pieoe, 

:f'1ve hours to the sld,e.. The plant. sucb as 1 t was , baving b een 

completed , Eber Ward found ~(;bat in gla ss, as in steel , 1 t was 

well nigh i mpossi ble to seoure t he s er vio es of expe r ieno ed m,en . 
in the Uni ted St ates. Again he was f orced to turn to Euroue. 

Aga.in he brought l rum1g rants f rom England and from Fr anoe, where 

the' anci ent art of gl a.ss making f lour ished.. 

Sinoe the Pl a.t tlnsand pits were l oca ted ' some thirty m1les 

south of st. Louie, Wa ]ld onoe mOre was forced to build a town 

to houee hi s employees. On a beautifu1. e1 te in t he valley t 

with Buok Knob, the famous sand htll ,. in t he d i stance, and the 

Selma Htlls forming a background. the new town was lai d cmt. 

Becau se the workers would oome from Europe and l ean t heir 

f amilies behind, t wo l a rge boarding-houses and n .ve other 

homes, arr.anged especially for b aohelor' living. were provid ed. 

John PUrsall .j who "ork~ in the p.lant for mOr e t han s.ixty years,. 

reoal ls t hat the hOUs es wer e Goon comple:te1y f illed '·'1 th 

Orkere, and t hat; when business was good , as many a s eight men 

would be lodged in one room. On the main street was loc a ted­

the inevitable ViaI'd General Store, r eady to supply t he wants 

of the worker •• , ready to acoep t the all too ·oommon Bcr1pln 

times when "hard money" wae scarce. Tbe oompany street, s ays 

.'.'~ ~ :"-:".1'-:.: "';:';";", ,,' 



"'" iJ..,a .. 

Pursall t l".1as dubbed 1t Smokey R01r" by t he . r eald enta becau se 1 t 

always seemed to be in direot line 1;.'1 t h the heavy smoke c oming 

f rom t he pl ant, especially on those daye when the good ladl es 

of t he village wer e wont to hang out the wesh;. To tbe west, on . 

a slight ele.vation, ;eere located t he homes of the oourpany officials. 

Here. lived the SUpe r intendent and h1sstaff" '-CM.oken Htll" j 

t he workel~s oalled the d i etl'let, because t he oi"'f ioials wer e·, 

sai d t o enjoy chicken dinner s on SUnday whi le pot r oast served 

the worke r s. But· lIsmo~ Row'" and"Chieken Bll!'}, homes u sed 

by worker s and of ficials., were all owned by the contpany •. 

Nor di d Eber Ward negl ect to legi sla +e against t he sele 

Qf liquor , even a s he had done 1n Wyandot t e, i n Milwaukee, and 

i n Chil.oago , and in Ludi ngton. It 1s wri ttenln t he deeds of this 

t own t hat intoxioa.ting beVel"ages a r e neve r t o be sol d wi t hin 

its 1 tOll t s. The saloon was not to r ear 1 t s head in a.ny Ward 

oommunity. But thirsty gla.ss worker. found a way of evad1ngthe 

ard ediot' even a.s bad t hirs ty mill. men. i rst, a ll.ttle 01"08S-

roads section. t hr ee miles t o t he north , bl ossomed forth a s an 

oasts to which t he thirs ty migrated on a. SUnday to spend the 

day 1n rela.xation. At a l atel' da.y f t he vi lla.ge Qf "Tatlgl efoot", 

So short distanc e to the west ., welcomed. t he workers. The little 

set tlement r,eceived i t e name, Fr ed Holdlngshau aen r ec alls, 

b ecau se It people go t t hel ll f eet t angled in the brush a.fter 

drinking the whi·skey t hey sold there" . The name failed to 

please the village r esident8, and i t was Goon ohanged to 

"ti ml t.;111e,ft 'because Vlhel'e 1. t toue hed the Ward holdings wa s 

t he 11rd t where 11,quor cO"ll d b e sold. F' inally, f rom a.ll of 

t hese names, emerged the present Festwi to designate a snug 
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little Mlssourl .vil1age. whioh stillsal 1fJ its liquor to tbe 

workers from t he neigbboring f actor y town., The Ward prohibi tlon 

proviso r emained in f orce, wlth the result, say t he old-timers, 

t hat Il Ii'estus got all t he busine ss"., 

The new gl a.ss town, too , would r eql1ire a name. oc au ae 

those who \f8r8 a ssocia t ed with er war d l ived in Detroit, and 

bec auae t hey were l al'gely New Englanders _ho wer e a.ccus tomed 

to name the new from t he old; t hey de s ignated the i r Ui nsouri 

holdings as " NeVI Detroit ll • The English and French and Irish 

reSi dents of flsmoiY' !town were in no mood t o accept t he name of 

the Michigan metropolis,; Oomplaints \1e1'e loud t hat tvh1le the 

f actory wa.s located on the Mississippi, t he management came 

from the De.troi t River. Muoh of the ma;tet1al need ed tor con ... 

s t ruot1on ha.d come from Detroit. The profits, too , would go 

to the Ea.st. At l ea.st, thought the workers, t hey s hOUld have 

the final word in naming t hetr town. At a meeting of the direc. 

tors the question was under di scussion when Ward. who had 

spent some time on the Mi ssis sippi ., sta ted that "the natives 

have a name of t heir own ... Orystal 01 tylt. BeoaUse be oared 

nothi ng for names, cared only for p roduotion, he suggested 

that the wi she s o£: the worke rs 'be reapeoted, a suggestion 
, 

whioh Wa.D re-adily agreed to by the r emaining d11'ecto:v~. Henoe. 
\ 

fo r th, the glass town on Pl a ttin Cr eek waG to be k'1lowrt ,\ 8.S • 
\ 

Orys t al 0 1, ty. 7 I \ 
r I , 

7. 1seour1 Histor ica.l Review, IX,ISO. f 

The fact tha t the Missouri sand d eposit wa s . t~~~e~\near 
i (1i! '\ 

the newly developed coal fields of Illinois and K~mtuoL hM . IF \ 
I I .\ 

I}~, -
.. :~~ ::,.: k_h.; ";'{j~~". ,,' 
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not escaped Eber Ward. In fact, this proximity of r aw mat e r i als 

bad oonvinoed him that glass could be made at a profit on the 

Pla.ttin. He acquired ', 8. nearby 00801 min. , and when his pl ant was 

oompleted, his barges were pr epared to haul the ooal from 1 ts 

source to the glas r works. Fred Holdingshausen remembers the 

land ing at Platt1n Rock, where the barges were me,t by ox teams , 

hioh c arted the fuel to the furnaces. Nor was 1 t a one way 

haul for the oxen. The manufactured produot would have to be 

sent to St. LOUiS , t hirty miles to the north, and the river 

') rovided the beet means of transportation. So t he oxen , after 

delivering ooalto the furnaces, would t ake on a load of glass , 

carry 1t to the barges on the Mississippi and start it on the 

way to market. Communioations were prim! tivs in Crystal Oi ty. 

By 1874 tbe gas furnace bad been installed. suff ioient 

workmen had been brought ln, and the pl ant was ready to go into 

mass produotion. ~ber Ward and his fellow Det roiters were on 

hand to see the first glass poured. hat they sa. did not 

please them. The Boene .. as remlni80ent of that day at Wyandotte 

when the great industrialist had ordered the first Amerioan made 

Bessemer steel rolled . by maohinery which was not bu1l t f or 

that purpose. The Crystal Oi t1 furnace had not been properly 

construoted despi te the f aot tha t an English furaace-bu11der 

had been imported for the tasle. As the hea t was stepped up to 

the point needed to fuse the sand properly, the fllrnaoe· mel ted 

down. The r esult was a conglomerate mass of glass pots, briok, 

and da.rk hued, partly molten,eand. What had been intended as 

t he first .Mi ssissippi glass, came forth as something far dif .. 

fer ent. Eber Ward stormed and threatened. "Black Maglc" , he 

.. :.:\', :,.-:.t_]:i.· "':[,,,,,,::. ~ . 
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grunted , and stomped o.ut of the factory and up "Chioken Hl11" 

to talk 1. t over w1 th his associates.,' 7 

7. Lewis W. Roop .• "Works Number Nine", Pi t tsburgh people, 
November 1940.. 

He had oome to Crystal City to make gla.ss not steel, 

are deolared to his startled superintend ent. He had t ried to 

hire experts but found only bunglers. He would drop t he whole 

enterprise. After a time they oalmed the short. heavy-set 

indust rialist, a.nd he \lr8.S willlng to give them another opport1ln-

1. ty, an opportunl ty wh10h they took thankfully, and whloh proved 

suooessful. Crystal City glass m&le its appea rance on the 

ma.rket, and it was said tha t 

" ••• wi thappllanoee inferior to those 
now in use, a. oons iderable qUantity 
of glass of good quall ty was p roduoed.'" 8 

8. Joseph D. WeE}ks, "Report on Manufacture of Glass", Tenth 
Census,> 1880, 1137. 

j . 

er Brook Ward bad scor ed again; had aooredln a field 

whiob was in no way relat ed to any of his other ventures,. The 

plant soon employed more than three bundred men. Glass was 

ma.de 1n elxtt;'len pots, oausing the Census Report to add that 

"1t was the l argest pl ate glass oompany in Amerioa. during the 

periOd". To Orys tal City goes the oredit of being the fi rst 

in the United s t a tes to manufacture plate ~la.ss by mass-production 

methods. 

The new plant was to enjoy many years of prosperous 

operation. orkers from various 0 ountries had. been brought 

to this glass t own on the l41selssippi,and the old-timers r el a te 

. ,:,~ ~ ;,,';"').'": .. ""{;":'. , ~ .• ' 



_ i:S'ii:S _ 

how the canny Wa rd pit t ed one n",t lonallty against t be ot her 1n 

an eff or t to 1norea,se productlon~ The Irish wer e a s s i gned to 

one glass ga ngi' the English t o Mother,and so on. Each group 

a spired to make the bes t r ecord. to pOUr 't he most glass. Some­

times t he r ival ry led t o tlghtlng,but t ha t troubled Ward not 

at all. fI :B.,et t he b es t gang win," sa i d he. Produot i on w,as 

ste ~dily increa sing. Not hi ng else mattered~ There were ocoasions 

when there was more "Bl ack !Jlae:ic", like Oft tha t opening day. 

But the principal owner of the gla s s-works never knew of t he se 

l ater aooi r1 ents. SpOiled gl a s s waS buried. deep on t he oompany 

grounds, and John Pursal l i s authority f or the statement t hat 

even to this day. workmen, excavat1ng for n,ew oonst ruot ion, 

unearth some ,of thi s glas s ru1.ned in another da y. 

Labor oond! tiona at Orystal 01 ty paralleled those pre., 

vailing in othe r Ward t owns. Two dollars a day Was a hi gh r a te 

of pay, one dolla r ' and a half was normal. Similar wages were 

being pai d 1n other indUs t r iee. The workers eould purohase 

the " Smokey Row" homes at r ea.sona ble pr ices. A emaIl d 01m-

ayment and the balance in monthly installments : enabled all 

who 90 desi r ed to b ecome home-01Vnera. During 'the dep re ss ion, 

paper scrip was good a t the oompany store in Crys t al c tty as 

it was at the stores in other Ward towne. The paper was l i ttle 

moxe than Eber Ward" s promise to par, but t he promise was .made 

good in every instanoe •. 

A1'1d then, just when the ftrstgood plate gl a s s wa s being 

poured 1n t he Unt t ed St ates, just when the American produdt 

was beginn ing to ,compete with the f oreign i mporta t i ons, news 

of t he death of 9,aptain Ward r eached Cryst al C1 t1. The sad 

.':-,';,::,,.:.0') ', .; ""li ":"; ~,: 
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news brought muoh wor r y to the 11 ttl e t own.. W1 th the guiding 

spi r it gone, wbat would bappen to the Pl a ttln works? On 

Ootober 20 ,lS7!:); the Amerioan .P1ate G1a.ss Company, a.s organized 

b y Eber Wa rd. was sold to Samuel P. Burt, who had been with the 

indu s trialist in lumber and in spl ppl ng,. The Orysta1 0 1 ty Plate 

Gl asB Company was organized wi th, a oapt tal stoak of $1.150,.000., 

a su.m which was 1no.r eased $350,000 within a short, time. In 

1876, a new Stemen s f urnace was 1nstal led, and Crystal. C1 ty 

a s assur ed of oontinued plate gl ass produotion. Practically 

all of the old s took"bolders remained in the new oompany, with 

Ethan Al len Hitohoock, l a t er to beoome ambassador to Russia, 

reta ining his po,s t tion a s pr esi dent, and w1 th GeOrge Neale, 

who had b een brought to Crys tal Oity by Wa.rd , contlnuing a.s 

plant supe r intendent. 9 

9. Ibid . 

The oompany p r ospered f rom the outset. prospe r ed b eoause 

of t he superiority of its p roduot whioh was r e fer r ed. to in tbe 

Census Report as "plate glass t he equal of any made in the world". 

Beoause Cryst'al Otty gl ass ,vas .of such high quality. and 

beoause the oompany was r apidly winning a monopoly in the Ame rioan 

pl a t e gl ass market, it was l ogical that, when t he Pi ttsburgh 

Plate. Gl a s s Company was organized 11\ 1895 by a consolidation of 

smaller plante , t he Crystal City Gl a ss Company should b eoome a 

very il!portant uni t. This was t he era of .Big Business , and ­

oonsoli.ja ttoD of gla.ss oompani es could hope to gain oont rol of 

t he market without lnol Udtng within its oorporate be ing the 

. '.>'. ;.,..: A _~:, .~ 
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Orystal 01 ty pl ant . In the Uensus enumeration of 1900. tbe 

Pittsburgb 'Plate Glass Oompany controlled ten of t he thirteen 

works reportIng .. , 

SO 1 t oame to pass t hat Eber Brook Ward, who fQUnded 

the steel wQrks f rom whlcb sprang t he United States St eel 

Oor poration, who established tbe salt. wells f rom which grew 

t he Horton Salt CompanYt also organized the fi rst ·sucoes sf ul 

pla t e glass industry in the Uni t ed St a.tes. The pathfinder of 

Amerioan 1ndust ry in t he Ml ddl ,e Weet he truly W&8 .. Yet he 1f88 

not des tined to witness the gigantic developments wbich rOS6 

on the f oundations whiob be had l aid. 

,, :::,,_ ~ :;: ) -l: :.; t , ..... " ~ 



Chapter XVI 

SILVER AT THUNDER CAPE 

,When the Capt a in of the 11 ttle ,stes.mel' OOeQ;lh wh10h 

Eber Ward had portaged around St. Mary"s Fa.11s in those days 

before there was a canal, took hi s s1)lp on the u~oharted 

stretohes of Lake SUperior. he found. at the west'emmoet point 

ot the north shore J two huge land arms projecting out into the 

water. Point Magnet and Grand Point, extending for miles into 

Lake SUperior; fUnction as nature's breakwater for old Fort 

W1ll iam,. wbioh tbe Hudson.' s Bay voyageurs establishedmeny 

years before the Oc!!Mmade t hat trip. standing guard 1s what, 

when oompared to the sur rounding country, looks 1lke a towering 

mountain, a mass o.f so~1d stone t hat uses Grand Polnt as 1 ts 

b a se.. Thunder Mountain, the tndiana oalled it because here, 

during a storm. theoataolySrJs of n.ature reprOduced themselves 

ten fold, and the r ag1ng elements reverbe r ated until there 

ere those who thought the Evil Spirit made his habitat on 

Grand Point,. Thunder Oape the modem mariner c alls 1 t as he 

comes to know it well. For the mountain is hie landmark, his 

guide through the turbulent \Va.ters of SUperlo:J,". 
:;;; ,.;j,: 

Lying not more thana quarter 1I11e of f sh()1~e " f rom T~er 
\~\ ' fit.'_1 

ca.pe. in the waters of Thunder Bay, 1s an, lsland '130 small that 

it is not even recorded on the maps.. The cartographers deem it 
, , 

not worth-while; have~ perbaps., not yet dlaoovered 111. Legend 

_ 345 _ 
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has it, that during the early days of the l a s t oentury, a 

ceriou s storm c aot a shipwrecked crew upon t hi s little island. 

While awai tll1g better 'weather, the men notioed a. gll tte r1ng 

spa l' orossing the we s t . end of their r efuge. So beautiful and 

sO intriguing d i d this subst anoe appear , that some of the orew, 

t o while away the time, c hi pped of f small fragments to t ake 

&.long as mementoes of thall- shipwr eok. When they returned to 

civilization , they were to d i scover that t beir ' tokens we,re 

exoellent .s amples of na.tive 911 vel'. 1 

1. Per ry F .. Powers, A 1Us~o:r:r .at JU ch1gag. 1 ,,193. 

Whether Oil' not t his legend ha.s bast s in t:ruthmattel's 

lit t le. Nothing came of tha t ea.r l y d1eeovery. In 1900. mG:re 

f ar-reaching r esults wer e f oreoast when Thomas MacFarland ; a 

prospector, disoove r ed the ail Ve l' vein on t he island. He 

stak~d hi I'!!' claim and attempted to organize a oompany for the 

purpose of working hie find. But tbe ~40 ,OOO which he required 

was not to be had., Thunder Bay, even in 186S .. was litt le kn01rJl, 

had a'ttr aot (- d few inhab1 tant8.' To sink ~P40,OOO into the wilder­

ness held no appeal . 

lJae ll arland , not to be d isoouraged , told his s.tory of 

silver a t Thunder Cape to f ri ends in MOntreal,and ere l ong the 

ontreal Mining Oompany was organi zed. Once again the man who 

had di soovered the sllver was doomed to disappointment, Before 
I 

paying for their stock , the inoorporators looked a t . a map. .The 

island wa.s not to be found. They learned tha t thia unoharted' 

pl eoe of land wa s only seventy ... five feet . long and sixty f eet 

wi de and tha t it was often submerged in a st01'll. They ' reasoned 

that there could not be very muoh silver in such a pla.oe, and 
I 

... ;.'.~~ :,: "·h .o "'~;",:" ~., 
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they permitted thei r lneorpora t i on to l apse. 2 

" Springfield, Mass". , ReJ.1llbllaan. August 1, I B7l 'l 

Oaptain Will iam B. Frue of Houghton,Mi ohi gan . had sailed 

:ard boats on Lake c,uperior ane had found t hi s so p :rof l table 

tha t he noV! c apt ained his own .essel. lie knew the l ake t knew 

ltseborel i ne s , knew Thunde.l' Ca.pe and Thunder Lake. He 'bel i eved 

i n the fu ture of the Lake Superi or region , and it was entirely 

possi ble, be told bi s ol d f riend Eber Ward , that MacFa rland 

knew where·of he spoke. There was l?JUoh oopper aI" :mnd Houghton 

whel'a Oapt ain F'.rua lived. 'There wa s a veri t able col lar of 

iron around Lake SUpe r ior. Was it not plau s ible t o assume that 

there was· ail"!' a t Thunder Oape? Eller Ward . di d not know. but 

he "as Willi ng to fi nd out. Forr est Shepherd was busy a t 

Crystal City. I t . was he who had pr onounc ed t he Pl attin sand 

as of the highest grade and he hfl..d been proved right in his 

analysis. Viard dr agged Shepherd from hie s tud i es of sand in 

Mi ssouri , set him to studying rook f ormations at Thunder Oa.pe. 

~.en tlie mtnera.1ogi at confirmed the F'arland olalms, Eber 

ard , a s was bi s oustom, was ready to act. 

'l'llrough Oaptain Frue . he purohased. the 1 1 ttle i sland , as 

well as one hundred acres ot' land on Gr and point , f or $ZSO.OOO. 

The :re WOUld have to be much 911.er on t he property to justify 

so l arge a.n expenditure , but onCe Ward was oonvinced of a 

p.rojeot he n ever resor ted t o half .... eaaures. Edwa.rd Larna rd -of 

\ l ttsf1el d . Massachuaetta, and Alexander H. s ibley of New York, 

oame in as partners. Oapt a in SI"rue was to remain in. oila.:r ge as 

euperinten<~ent of cons Truotion and l a ter, as ohl ef of \ m1ning 

• ~.->f_i ~' ""{:'-';", ~. , 
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ope r ations. 3 
'" 

3. Duluth,. Minnesotlap • . OCtober 29.1871. 

Tbe superintendent wao not one to d elay \then ~ t a sk 

h ad been assigned to him. He bad a l ways procla l tned IJGke 

Sllperior as the f oremost of t he inland laks0, and now he was 

to have an oppol'tuni tv to pxove his cla.im. On AUg'tl/:?t 30" 1870, 

he plunged into hi s new duties. On t h3.t day t in t he n ame of 

the mining company, he chart.ared the Q.1l.l o.t petrQl t from 

Ebel' Ward , loaded the ship with hOis ting Dl::w h1nery, pumps, and 

mining tools, employed thirty ... :four laborers, and ee t out for 

Tlmnder Bay.. Crude shacks to bouse the employees were t hrown 

up on Grand Ilolnt, d irectly b ehind t he great (Jape, and , without 

fUr t her' de l ay" the good sea...oapt aln prepared for his mining 

operations. 

Silver I slet, \lard and his a~eocill.teG. had call ed this 

bit of land, or r a ther of rock. lying thore under the shadows 

of Thunder Oape. As S11"er Iol l3 t it ha a come dorm in history" 

gi"lng 1 ts n~ j in the meantime. to the oompany which ,was to 

exploit it. The Silver Islet Mining Oompany , witb Eber Brook 

ard as president. was pr epared t o extract millions f:ro~ its 

surfaoe. 

Yet Su. .• er 1slet was more of a name t han an island. Not 

a tree" not a b lade . of gra.ss could be f ound on the' f~ur hUndred 

squa.l'e feet of land whioh was exposed to the sun oD ,ld ':'Oelm day. , , 
Nothing but eoU.d rock greeted the expeotant tri e1 tor .,:\wbo bad 

\ 

heard much of t his little island tih10h was made of s~t\el'. A~ 

its bighest point the rook re~.ohed soareely 

,.:,',;.: :;:"f',.· "'t.;,.;",;,· 
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t he water and f rom t hi s clevation it sloped gent ly toward the 

bay so t hat t he south cnd, tlle looat ion of t he silver vein, 

wa.s. as much as f ourfc'ct undor Lake SUperi or. 4 

4. John H. F'oster, "The Hi s tory and Sett lement of Sllver Islet", 
Michigan P1PDeeE qolle~ti2n " XIV ,1~ 7. 

The island presented no pleas~t prospeot to those thiI'ty­

f our hardy souls; who came to buIld the mine. SUCh has t he lure 

of wealth always been .; that men will brave every hardship; wl11 

a.ttack the seemingly i mpossible , will l abor undel' the most ad­

verse oonditions, in the hope of gain1ng riches. Oapt ain Frue 

and his orew we~e no different. 

Beoause muoh of the i .eland was always under water, and 

beoau se , during a storm, t he waves laehed high over the entire 

rook , the firs t problem t o be met was t hat of protecting t he 

or klngs so they would not be flooded onoe oons t ruotion began. 

The oapt ain knew wha t there wa s to know about boats... He knew 

how to pl ace a vessel in dry-dook, knew how to effeot repairs 

when the bottom had been injured. The same procedure, he 

believed, would p rove satisfaotory on the i sland. 

Thirty days after the l aborera reached Gran(l. ·point, four 

hundred sixty feet of cribbing had been prepared. All well 

bol t ed, t hirteen f eet l.n height ., t he oribbing me towed to 

S11 vel' 1 slet I plaoed in pos1 tion, and submerged with st~e 
, . \ 

quarried on the mainland. Inside of the oribb ing ~ C~tferdam_ 

was bull t of wood and olay. two syphon pumps were set TO work , 

and , ere l ongf seventy feet of the silver vein hadb,~en \~Xposed 

and had been proteo ted from . the wa.ters Of LakeSUper~o~. 5 
~. _ c _ __ __ ~_ " ~ _ ___ ~ _ _ ~ ~ . • • 1.' 

/I 
5. Ib1d , aOl. " t 

. f ' 
_ ~ ___ ~_ • ~ ___ ~.~ _____ • ___ _ ...L._~ _~ - ' . .!\~ 
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.Oaptain Froe had done h1s work well . He had plaoed an 

island in dry dock by the same methods he formerly employed 

upon his vessels. Eber Ward ohuokled when he oame north to 

inspeot the work. His oonfidence in his old sea oapt .ain had 

not been misplaced. Just one month after Captain Froe and his 

laborers had r eaohed SUver Islet, mining ope1'atlons were ready 

to proceed. The rock frolll the ahaf" was used t .o strengthen the 

breakwater. FIfty feet below the surfaoea rich sUver vein 

was unoove red. During the first three weeks of operation. s11-

vel' ore valued at $100,000 was taken from the little pit. Here 

was a mine that would produoe great wealth. Captain Ward'. 

quarter million dollar investment in the rook off Thunder cape 

was to prove one of the most profi ta.b1e he had ever made. 6 

6. Springf ield, ssaohusetts, Republioan, August 1,. 1871. - . . 

Then oame wlnter. The loy blasts f~m Lalce superior swept 

over the litt le Is1et. BreaJtwaters and oribs. tha t had suff ioed 

. to keep out the water during the oalmer summer weather , were 

no longer effective. l'hlge, oold waves broke over the island 

and the miner s_ere forced to retreat 'behind Thunder Cape for 

protection. Soon the two syphon pumps, that hatjformer1y 

done duty in the hold of a Ward lake steamer, froze. Ioe and 

sleet and snow filled the Silver Islet shaft. Ca.ptain Frue 

and his men would have to await the ooming of spring befor e 

more riohes oould be taken from the rook. 

During that f i rst winter on Grand Point those hardy men; 

many of whom had been f ollowed by their families; lived the 

lives of pioneers. Deep and drift ing snows .made it iompossible 

.,:.>:~: .. :!.~.; .•.• {.; .... :.:'.. 
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to l eave the litt l e sett l ement. The storms on Lake Sqper10r kept 

all ships away and oommunioation w1 th the o1vil.1za tlon of t he 

East was oomp1et,~ly sever ed. A s1 tuatton of t his k.lnd had not 

been antioipated". The housing aooomrnodatlons were poor f or 

such weather. The, f ood supply proved insuf f lcient and had to 

be ra tioned. Li f e wa s not happy at Grand POint during t hat 

winter. 7 

7. John H. Fos t er, sm..oit., 199 .• 

The summe r t bat followed f ound oaptain }i' rue a s act.ive 

and a s eage r a.s ever. As early a s poss ibl ,e he v1 a1 t ed the 

l~ttle t sl e t wh ioh he had been watoh1ng 80 anxiously all Winter. 

The .inspeot1on di d not, p tove heartening. The ooff erdams had 

been piled h1gh on the leland by the loe ... shovea. The breakwaters 

had b een demol1 shed and the shaft wa s f rozen solid with ioe. 

no work would be pos si};)le until the hot summe r sun would have 

time to melt away the l ast ves,tlge s of winter. SO great was 

the destruotion t ha.t the work would have to be done over $.gain. 

It was not a happy prospeot, but the $lOO.OOO,whloh had b een 

taken f rom the shaft during the three weeks of ope r ation, 

acted a.s ~ inoentive to fur t her effo·rt. I t would be worth­

while to r epair t he damage, thought Capt a.in f rue, a'Pd Eber 

a rd agreed wi t h htm. Neither man was aoou s:tomed to .glve up 

w1 'thout a e t ruggle. 

Not. only was t he great Detr o1 t industrialist unwill i ng­

to abandon bis Silver Isle 't projeot .; but he wa s determlned to 

stnk even !!lOre money into t he venture. He would make of 1 t 

an even greater development t han he had originally pl anned. 

. ,:. '. ~ :;:·~1·:.· ""[; , ... c·, ~ . 
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During the winter he had studied the reports of his engineers. 

Those reports told of thefabuloue wealth up there in the north, 

benea th the .ater e of the gr~at lake,. They told o.fa. silver 

vein , that lIELs etgllt feet wide at the top and averaged seventy 

petent pure s11ver. They related t hat . the vein spread to 

a. wldth of thirty f eet farther down and that the sUver was 

just as pure. It was the following paragraph In the report 

by Charles H. Palmer, which fixed Eber Ward' s determination to 

proceed w1 th the wai-x! 

"1 examined the mine c arefUll y and it 
seemed to b e as rich on the bottom a.s 
anywhere., , The ml .ne '11111 holdout for 
years. It w111 only be necessary to 
pump out eight gallons of water per 
mlnute to keep It going." 8 

8. Engineert s Report in porta.g~ ~ Mining Gaz!tte; lla.y 1872. 

PUmping out eight gallons of water per minute meant 

noth1ng at all to Oaptain Ward. Ven often he had been forced 

to do better than tha.t when one of his shl.ps had sprung a bad 

l eak. It would be a simple matter to keep the mine dry. Eber 

ard was yet to l earn tha t a mine shaft coUld not be compared 

to the holdaf ohe of h1s vessels. 

Oaptaln Frue r eo,e1 ved ordef s ta undertake repa.irs . New 
,,~ , 

cribb ing was cons t ructed, new breakwa.ters were bull t - all 

bigger and s t ronger than before. On Thunder Oape a. 11 t 'tle 

village took form.lloresubstantial homes were butl t for the 

workers. Large warehousee and docks were erected. Eber Ward 

was building another town, this time in the extreme northwestern 

section of his Mi ddle west, this time in Oana.dian., t~rrlt()rY t ... 

ln Oanada. the land in whloh he had been born. ' \ 

", •. ~:: . .I .. , . ···'f,..;,.:\ ~ . 
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The ore t wh1cb had been .taken from Si1ve,r Islet during that 

fir s t profltablemontb. had beencarr l ed to New York by Ward 

. boa.ts. Ther e it had been fed into the huge smelters which 

r educed. 1t. to silver. Going to New York for smelting "a.8, to 

Eber Ward, a wa.ste ·of time and effort. He saw no reason why 

he ·should not do the smelting himself. The ~n'eat lndus t r 1al lst 

wa.s not accustomed to depend upon other. for proce sses in his 

own production. Wyandotte, whicb bad been in disfa.vor wi th 

Wa.rd since the da.Y't!I of steel expe r tmentation; had not become Il 

"goose patch" as '1 ts founder had predioted. In fact , Wyandotte 

had not been neglected. It was located on the Detrol t River 

and Wal'd bad high bopea for tha.t . wate1'\V&y__ And so 1 t was that 

Wyandotte be.d prospered as an iron tOft, though steel was ne~er 

again to be a.ttempted in its mills. ~he neW dty dOQks bad be$ft 

bull t there by Ward and now the proposed smal tel' wa.s t o be 

located on near~by p~operty. It would ,be a simple matter to 

ship the silyer ofe f rom the h,ead of Lake SUperior, through 

the st~ Ma.ryta canal, to the smelter at Wyandott e. While being 

carried to New York the ore .was alre,ady passing this town. 

Ward engineers ereeted the amelters in record t1mef' and 

, then, the 1.ndUs t rla.llst was forced to meet s s1 tuationwbloh 

ha.d conf ronted him on sO many prev10us ocoasions. Men. whO 

understood the refin1ngof s11ver. wer e Dot to be bad in the 

Unl ted S,t a.te., just as men who understood steel and men who knew 

glass were not to b'e had. here. Eber WalU f ollowed the procedure 

he had oome to know so well tn hls other enterprises. If 

t here were no exper t s available in a given field, he would 'bring 

them in from wh.erever they could be found. From Germany t he 

," '.'.~ '. :;: .... j .. : .: " ' '!(-''' , ~., 
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brought George · CUrt is,. a 9ilv~r worker. to be the chemist 

In his Wyandotte, smelter. Rapidly the organlzatlon of the new 

plant was compl eted and ere long, flve hundr ed men wer e kept 

busy r etining t he ore· which was being brought from Silver 

Islet. 9 

9~ VanAl.s.tyne Papers. 

At the head of Lake SUper .i or,ore was again being t aken 

from wha t was called "the r1chest stlver mine. in the world". 

On a little body of water behind Thunder Oape , a stamp mill 

had been erected under the d irection of Will iam F. Forster, 

another of Ward's eXpert i mportations. Ten batteri es of 

s t amp •• with f 1 ve to the ba tterY, were i .n opera.tion a.."ld, wi tb 

the mine operating day and nigbt , bue~ness was good a t Tbunder 

Oape. To the natives at nearby Fort Williams somuoll activity 

was oonfus i.ng. They wondered what was 1n s tore f or t hei r 

peaceful land. 10. 

10. John H. Fost e r, sm..c1t,., 203,. 

entY .... f ottr hOUr shifts were the rule on S11ver Ielet. 

From six ln the morning until s ix at night, the day crew built 

brea.kwaterS .,manned the pumps, blas ted s11ver or e; and from 

S12 at night until s1% 1n the morning, t he night orew continued 

t he oper;· tlons. Twelve hours of labor was oommon in t l1a.t day, 

but t wel .. e hours on the i slet . was far more fatiguing than the· 

same time spent in the Wyandotte mtll Or tbe Orystal 0ity glass 

bouse., on SlITer Islet there was room only for the . shaft. No 

trees. no grass , no pl ace to rest or even to eat in p~ace end 

quiet was ava1lable. So small was the islet tbat once the crew 

, .',' ~ '. :,.-:. ~ :t~, .: ... ,:, ..•. ~.: 
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was landed,. no way of gett1ng a respite from t he grind was 

pOGsible~ The men would simply have to walt until the1r shift 

as over and a boat would oarry them back to the mainland. 

Engineer Palmer's report to Ward had been entirely acourate. 

Despite the extreme diffioulties under whlch the men worked , 

the mine proved fabulously rich. Many t ales have oome from the 

northl{~ telling of the wealth ~hich was extr acted from t he 

rook. tllione were sai d to have been taken from that little 

fourteen acre spot in Thunder Bay. The vein was ~hought to 

ext .end f ar out into Lake SUperior. In A1~ it was reported 

that "more silver bad been t aken out of t he same ,amcmnt of 

vein stone broken in SilYer Islet t han from any other m1ne 

in the world".. 11 

11. Algama!&w1 RQ18DQ. 89. 

There is definite proof t hat t his statement ienot based 

upon mere rumor emana ting from the ThUnder Bay distriot. Dur­

ing c ertaln period.', a.s muoh as $17,000 worth of s.i1 vei' was 

produoed from a si ngle ton of S1lver Islet ore, while t he 

aver age return,. during t he five years t ha t Eber Ward Operated 

the mine. was from $2,000 to $4,000 per ton. T"heee flgures 

take on signl f lcance when they are compared with the returns 

of the more famou8 Oomstock and Colorado mines where a yi eld 

of from $80 to $200 per ton was oonsidel'ed an achievement 

. '..,orth ohr oniollng to the world. 12 

12. Ohioago Trlbwe, February 18,1875. 

Blasting the are out of ~11ver I slet was a d1ffioult 

. ':A '.:"::"_!::.: .. {,.,.. .. -. -
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undertaking. a constant tussle with the elements. But. the 

effort brouglt great r ewarde.· One Ward boat, 1n the spri ng of 

187.,. oa.r r i ed a sllvel" o a rgo worth $280.~Q to the smelter 

at Wyandotte, and during t bat winter $800,000 wa.s taken f rom 

tbemlne_ During Ward's 11fe the vetlture yielded $3,089,157.18 

1n s11ver,. f ar in adva!loe of ' aJ:l:ythlng that had been aohi eved 

in any otber Amerioan mine f rom the same amount of ore. Deapl te 

the unusual worklng condlLtions , and despite the foot that t he 

Oompany was f oroed to pay fi.,e percent of 1. ts prof! ts to t he 

Oanadian Government a.s royalty. the tnvestment pro"ed one of 

the industriallst's most profitable. 13 

13. OWen V8, Potter, E;xhiblts, 349. 

Death s topped the work at Silver Ielet. even as 1 t bad 

closed the busy m11ls at Ohicago , Milwaukee and t.Jyandotte and 

t he: glass house at Orystal atty.. So involved wa.s t he gi gantio 

'aro EtI1pire , that all units 1n its far_flung rea.lm were foroed 

to pause , to take s tock, and to awal t developments. The 

Mi dwes' industrialist had a personal interest valued at 

$a10.ooo In Silve r Islet. a sum whic.b he bad already more than 

t aken out 1n prof tts .. · Seoond l a rgest stockholder was hi s f riend, 

Edward ~rnal'd't who now became pr esident and managi ng head of 

the oompany. But L,arnard, fino man tlwugh he was, d i d not 

possess the bUsine ss aoumen of Eber Ward. Nor did he enjoy 

tile r eepe-ot and the oonfidenoe, o.f the indust rlal 'World. Silver 

Islet stock was quoted at ~a900 a share 1.n 1875 but dro.pped to 

16 after Ward" s death. Under the dlffioul ties enoounter ed at 

Thunder Say'I tberdine could be ma.de to paY only under dynarnlo 

": ';"" ~:' ''! ... :.~ .,.{,~~.:- ", 
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leadership • . Nevel.' agaln was S11ver Islet to paY ,suoh fabulous 

diyidends •. 

A new company, with a c apital stoc.k of $l.OOO.OOO,was 

fOllmed unde;r .Larnatd. The smelters at Wya.ndotte were abandoned 

and the Ql'e wa.s again sh1pped to New York. Tbeehaft, was. down 

to nine hund:red sixty teet and 1 t. Was s al d t hat tbe miners 

"struck rlohe~ r,;ilver than any :vre?lously taken out""" 14 

14. SlIver Islet Al)P~fl1 Report, 1879. 

But even thla f act f a iled to bring further su.oceSB. 

Oaptain Frua had resig!led when his good friend :€bel' Ward died. 

The water kept eeeping into the workings, Mining beoame' more 

diffioul t as the shaft VJag extended out under Lake SUperior. 

Many hours of operation were lost while water \7a,S being pumped 

from t he mine.. 111 1884 the pro j eot was abandoned. The mine 

was no longer p aying ito way., .15 

15. 2'!ttel §,SlflP BQsa&. Ill " Burton Colleo tlon. 

Tbe wat ers Gf Lake SUperi or t1ere onoe more supreme at 

Thunder Bay. The l i t tle . Village b ehind the Oape b ecame a ghost 

tOtrm., S11."e1' I slet bas been f orgotten and tourists view w1 tb 

11 t tle undol's i911dlng the dila.pi d.ated build1ngsalong t he ehore • 
" 

build ings whioh fiGW house a. etlEmer eolony. The i slet shows no 

sign of the ,\1orkinge. only a tew iron spars ma.rk the spot 

\vhere the shaft had been , and yet. Engineer Shepherd had sald: 

"Had thi s mine been on the mainland 

. ': ~'. ;:"·:.f·h,;' 

and wo.rked under ol"dlnary oiroumstanoes, 
wha'C a w(I)nderfully rioh mine it \'7ou.1d 

:;~~ ,,-
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have b een. Even where it is. with 
a111ts disadvantage8, 1t has pro­
duoed largely and ha o b een a very 
p rof itable affair for its stock. 
holders. ft: • 18 

16. 01 ted .in Algm WS!l~1 RgIMd, 170. 

But to Ebe r Brook Ward t houghts 01 Si l ver Islet were 

always as dear as were remembre;.noea of that. f i rst American 

steel ra1l which Orri n Potter had forced t hrough t he roll a 

a.t north Ohioago. A hu ge silver nugget .• weighing 2550 pOl'lfldS, 

was d i splayed prominently in the Ward offioe t n t lle Mof fat 

bui ld i ng 1n Detl'ol t. There 1 t rested next to a cutting from 

t he first s t eel r ail. It \"a 9 said to oontain $4.,000 i n silver. 

The nugget and the ra11 we: e symbolic of the V'1s1on and the 

achi evement of t he short , heavy- set ~an who transacted so 

much of h1s b\1.siness from t hat offioe • 

. ': .. :. ::;:":::: .. 
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THE PATHFl lmER OF BIG BUSII~ESS 

L1f e \';fa rtabl e i n t he Un.i t ed Stat es pdo!' to the 

C i~111 Wa r. eal t Tl had not becol1!o c onoent r a t ed. There l'7er e 

no 1-10h , no poor. A spaxse popula.t i on ,. r ead over a great 

:r81'tl1 e a rea , p roduced wha.t it neEl'ded ,. l ived in qui et und i n 

,eace, not even dr caJlJ1ng of t he hu stl e and bu s t le t hat !.'V(l.S 

Olle day t o be Amer i ca . Four ... f ifths of t he pop\.ll a tion t ill ed 

t t'.e s .'')1l, t he o t hol' fifth engaged 111 the raanl.1f notu:re and 

bu t i cn of the fer; . simpl e neoeas i t i es uh1ch the l)i anc er 

r eClu1red. Ther a had b een li t t le c hange on t he land. The sett ler 

of Linooln' s day f al';.ned Imloh a.s had the f armer of Wash1ngt on t s 

da y t i n f act , f a.r med ntUch 3.s had t hos e Pilgrims of old " There 

was equa.lity of mat er1al. pos s e s s i ons end .. i f her e a.nd there, 

an Amer ican was unable to make b1s way in a c ert a i n c om~.lnlty. 

t he ays t he ·~e gt. True " 1 t :Ja n no es,BY ta~k t o r€:~b 

t h1,s b eckon1n!': count r y. There ~ere t fe~ ra i l r Oads , but 

t l'anspo:rt e.tion was t o b '" long t h <:I t YS , g r ea t h i gb .... 

'ays which wound the ir oours e t h.l'ougl1 a11th :tza.t wes t en '! 

c ountr'J " And her e . OJ'), v1rg \n l and , t h.e migrant f r om t tle s e 

bonrd ~ould fi nd n opportun. ity, would. b e able to t'>al've e. -

place fo r hi mself Q.."'ld f or hi s fami l y i n t he li f e of, t he t'les t. 

ntlng , and f 1sh1ng , and pe:rh.~ps a b1t o f horse-rao 1ng .were a ll 

th~t the plon~Qr he for n t e rta i 'MI(m t • 

.. 259 .. 
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surroundings, not rloh, not poor, with enough ot e.,erytblng '0 
insure exlste,noe. ,Lite waa static betore the 01vil War .. 

But great ohanges were in the oft1ng, ohanges whioh were 

to be hurr •• " 1>1 the 'irreprese!ble oonfliot'.Tn8 iron ralls 

were pushing steadlly westward, urged on by land grant e ottered 

by both state and natlon. New inventlons were slowly revolut10n-

1zing farming. Here and there, the lnduetrlall,at, enoouraged 

by the war taritt, wa a expandlng hie business ,., There were 81gns 

that the statio, peaoeful 11te ot Amerioa was due tor a ohange, 

'Rhe homestead law made tlheaoqulsltlon ot western lands a simple 

matter; and this t aot, ooupled with the inoreased ease ot trans­

portation, brought many settle~8 to the M1ddle West. 

In IbBr Brook fard this alow, 1et 1nevitable shittlng 

ot the American 80ene, wal .,lvldly portrayed. He was the tlr8~ 

incarnatlon of the lndustrlallet,. 1n the growth Gt his enter ... 

priee was embodied f1rat that movement whloh was to create 

C)olossal busines s and gi ant industry. the very key note ot 

future Amerlcan development. fbi! Detrolt shl pp1ng magnate, 

who beoame known a s the first 11ronmaater-, "ho turned to .teel 

1n Ohicago and 1n Milwaukee, to glass 1n Missouri, to lumber 

find salt tn Mlohlgan, and to sl.lver OD Lake Superior., thle man 

whoae bolcUngs covered tbe entire lIldwest, personified the 

industr1al tyooon ot the pns.ent. bustnes. world, typitied, 

11kewlse, ~he lnterloclt1ng at yarlous oommef'olal venture •• & 

p~actloe whioh was to oulm1nate 1n the l ater pyramided holding 

oompanies, whioh, 1n turn. brought on 80 many. &s yet unsolved-. 

economl0 problema, 

,,:.'::;: :~': ~ 1:: .. 
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It is these things l"lhic~ the l ife· of ll."'bc:r Hard" and tho 

story of his indu'st:r i ea . tell ., I t was he 1)1}}0 laid '~he ground­

wo'rk upon whioh rifembuoi nesa ente!"pl'ise haG l)een J!'earoo . 

It was he who pointed the 1.'18.y when SO many ethers he~i tated 

during those trying Oivil War days. He was th e.n tvhom they 

foll0tfcd. onoe the course had be en ChF.l.rted. For it wa s Er>er 

';/ard whose mind oonoeived buildings of more t h:m three or four 

s tories in height . buildings whioh would to\.e1' sky..,ward on 

f rames of steel . I t was 11e who saw the ra.ilroads streaking 

.w estward on gleartling steel rails; he whC' envisioned g i ant bridgea 

t hat would oarry any load ; he who dr eamed of a 11 economy, a 

combination of ferm and indu s t rial oity, in the Uiddle West. 

An(t beoause he beli eved ill the posaib 111 ty of' all of these 

changes, he had made the l'i'Aanu f aoture of c 'bea!) steel practical, 

had brough1; sawmills a.nd salt works to U1oh1gan , a glass works 

to UisSGluxi, and other i ndustries to St. Clail' . t-yal1c.ott e-, and 

aledo. 

Nowher e i n t he United St ates, during t hat 01v11 War period , 

was ther e a man who owned such -wi dely divorsi f ied 1ndns t,rleaj 

nowhere one who W8S dOing as much as be to aid the rapidly 

ohanging eoollorny of th\3 oountry, a ohanging economy which was 

to make, of the Uni t ed s t ates. i nst ead of a slOtl ... mov1ng ,. self. 

satisf led comUiiln1 ty, a busy, eagel' , forward- s t r iding indu strial 

land. 

It was during the early fifties that Eber Ward ,t:fl"s t -
. '\ 'ih 

worried about the inroads whioh the r ails mi ght make ;up on his 
i 

shi pp i ng rnol'lopoly. Then , i mpf.- tuo:usly .. he had turned. , ;st of 

his fleet over to Ca.ptain Goodrich, r etaining only a ~~~ vessel8. 
\.\ ~ 
1\ I'. 
, i\ 
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He soon r ealized tha t the sale of t he boa ts bad been a seri ous 

mistake. Hi .s t11111s r equired shipping to ca rry ore from t he 

minea, and the f ini shed product to the markets. His l umber 

needed to be t aken f rom Ludinr;t on to Chi oal2:o. Hi s O'lass t"!Ould 

find ready sale in t he East. .uckily,Ward s till r etained the 

St. Cl a ir slli pyards. Pa,rt of the damage could be r epai r ed here . 

Just as Ward had feared for ' shlpping, so other American owner s 

had d i sposed of their vessels, had failed to build more . The 

resul t was t hat 'ere l ong t here were not enough boats under 

erican r egi stry to c a r ry the business of the Great Lakes , 

and Eber Ward wa.s loud in his protests agains t the Canadi an 

Dhi pya rds wh ich 1,7e1'e building boats with Canadian capi tal and 

Canadi an l abor, and Wh ich were t hen pl acing t hose boa ts under 

.me:rican registry. The Canadian born Ward was too good an 

erican to stand by and permit t hi s s itua t i on to continue. His 

answer wa s a new shi pyard at Wyandott e. 1 

1. Detro1 t 'Ii' r ne Pre ps, Dec ember 8 ,1866. 

Frank E. Kirby, who .had gained a. r eputation for the yards 

which he had built along t he Atlantic seaboard, was cal l ed to 

Wyandotte, and was orde red to build ways which could handle 

boats l a r ge enough to supply t he increa sing demands of l ake 

traffic. Seven acres of l and , with a river frontage of seven 

hundr ed f t'l et, were utilized by Kirby for hi s project. The 

dry docks represented the l a t est i mproveMents in t his t ype of 

construction. Here was a yard t hat coul d build ships of wood, 

or of iron, or of s t eel, and a six hundred foot sli p could be 
. "docks were/ 

used in add ition to the ways. When compl eted, thes~facknow1edged 

,. : .;":' :/,~:!::,; 
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t l:lat ta9 QQeka 'Jf8»& .. t he equal to any in the Uni ted St a t ee t 

and excel any on t he !)r eat Le.kes" . 2 

2. Sllns Fa rmer , on. c i t . ) 911. 

In the De troit Dry Dock Company, as t he new or&1:an l zation 

as named , wa.s to be found Wa rd ' s answer to t he l aok of ad equate 

shipp ing on the lakes. Here , too , was hi s answer t o the 

Canadi an shi p- builde r s) and to the a1 tua t t on whioh r eou ired h im 

to depend upon privat e c a r r i ers f or hi s ore. \'1ard f i rmly 

b elieved t ha t ev.ery prooeas in any of his business enteror i ses 

must b e oontrolled b y him. To b e dependent upon other s f or even 

the slightest se rvic e , he mainta ined , mi ght a t some time t hreat en 

the enti r e business . Thus he had s ecured iron mines f r om whioh 

to procure t he or e for hi s fur naces. He had pu r cha sed great 

Knob Hill for t he s and fo r hi s pl a te gl a s s f u rnace, and he had 

bought coal mines to furni sh the fuel . His lumber hold ings 

f urni shed t he wood for his boats .; his sawdus t) t he powe r for 
. . 

h i s s alt blocks ; his r a ilroads the contacts with t he farther-

most pOints of his empire. So, too , he would now build t he 

great fi r ed bellies", wh ioh t he ore t rade demanded; and. he would 

bu'tld t hem in his Ot"n shlpyards~ f rom steel rolled in hi s own 

mill s . None of these ventur e s was owned , a s was l a ter t he c ase , 

by his steel com·'ani es. Dry- docks and boa t-lines we re i ndependent 

enterpri ses, owned by War d , 'who had diff e r ent associates in 

eaoh. Yet it was Ward who se t the prio e whioh hl s steel c ompany 

woul d have to pay for hi s or e and f or shi pping t ha t ore in hi s 

boats. 3 

3. Owen va •. Potter, Q.. ! . Potte r , Te s timony, 1263 • 

, -','.\ '.::".:.I,_'!: ,.: .. ,'{.: ,~:., ~. ' 
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As a sh1p-bu11der , Eber Ward relived the days of hi s 

youth. Here was hi s fi r st field of end'eavor and. he loved it. 

Ere l ong he"built ship e whioh su rpa ssed anything t ha t had been 

seen on t he Grea t Lakes. At hi s Chicago mill he h<ld roll ed 

gre a t s t eel piates f r om which, in his Wyandotte ya~s , he built 

t he fi rst all-s t eel tug in t he United St a tes. Other small boata 

er e camp1 -t ed in r api d S\1cces sion , and within a shor t t i me Ward 

aga in controlled the river traff ic . controll ed t hat traffic 

not only becau se of his boat - lin€ but by virtue of hi s director­

ship in t he TUg Owners ' Assoc1at1on, as well. Here he lai d down 

t he rul es which kep t all competition from his f avored shores. 4 

4. De t r oit Fre e Pre ss , ,J anuary 30 , 1869. 

But t ug-boa t s we re not to b e the limit of Eber Wa rd ' s 

r e ... entry into the shipping bUs iness. I f steel was feasible 

for t ug oons t ruction , it would be for l arger boats as well . 

A number of steel oraf t , suitable for every oonceivab1e use , 

a s o ~nstruc ted. All were operated, not a s one great shipping 

line , but as separate oom ,Ianies, many a t time s competing with 

eaoh other , even as the Ward Milwauke e mill was competing 

ith the Wa rd Chioago mill. Ther e c ame into being the Ward 

t1rand Trunk Railway Li ne,whioh hand1ed the tratfio a t the 

terminals of the Ward ,Per e Ma r quette Rai lroad, and whioh was 

ultimately to grow into the Pere Marquette Oarferry Company 

"1 t h its f leet of gi ant trans-lake steamer.. There was a l so. 

t he Ward Sarnia Li ne , which engage d i n a general passenger 

bus iness along the lenf"t h and bre.adl:U:I. of t he lakes. 5 

5. Ward Log Books_, Burton Collection • 
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Most i mpor t ant of all was t he Inter-Ocean Tiiansportat10n 

Company, whose boats were t o sel'V~ t he Ward mills at Wyandott e, 

Cb1ca.go, and Mi l waukee. I t 'Was f or t his l i ne t hat the l a r gest 

or e c arr i ers on the l akes were bu11t, ore ca rr i ers so lar~e as 

t o necessitate the widening of the s t. Mary's ship c c>.nal,. 

Prhle of t he f l ee t was t he "r,.d belly" Y. Ii. Ketchum; built and 

launched in 1874. The vessel was t wenty feet l onger t han any 

othe r boat afloat on t he Great Lakes. Two hundred thirty-three 

feet l ong , with a forty~one f oot beam , the ! . H. Ketchum was in 

advance of dock f acUlties and , a s a. r esult. proved un:}l'of ltab1e 

at the outset. But dookage was soon increased , and t his vessel, 

"'h lch rOde t he wa t ers of t he l akes until rec ent times, ea rned 

a fortune for her owner. Her owner was l!.~er Ward. 6 

6 . Hal ph D. Will i ams , Q£.ill., 184. 

rane addi tlonal veesels , of si mila r s ize " wer e soon 

c arry i ng t hou sands of tone of ore f r om t he mines on Lake 

SUperior t o t he Ward mills. The ironma st er had .come back into 

the shi pping bu s i ness s t r onger t ,han ever , and 1 t is small wonder 

t hat the ffEb er Ward liners were the best known boats on t he 

l akes in 1870. It 7 

7. s t anley Ne-, t on , Sault ete. Mar ie , 161. 

And Eb er Br ock Ward , lumber baron , sal t magnate , iron, 

s t eel and silver ki ng , was proudest of al l of h i s fine boa ts, 

.Muoh of h i s f ar-f lung empi r e be entrus t ed to his s eleoted em­

ployees and a,esocia tes, but he r e t ained f or hi msel f the super­

vision and management of hi s Shi pping l i nes. A few days spent 

":':". : :,..: ~ -t·i .. " "{- ,..;:' ~.' 
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at each of his industrial pl ants sUfficed to g ive him a clear 

p i c ture of -what progre ss was be i ng made, p roved ample for suoh 

inst ructions as to i mprovements a s he wished to 91ggest.But f or 

his boats he had more time . Seldom did he go by r ail to Toledo, 

or to Chicago , or to Milwaukee. Hi s shi ps p rovided the trans­

portation. 

It was in 1870 t hat Wa rd built h1s fines t lake s t eamer, 

which he named~ Ocean in honor of that f i r s t li ttl e s teamer 

hich had been por t aged ro s s the Falls of St. Ma ry's many 

years before. ~ Ooean was hi s p r i de and was desi gnat ed as 

the flag-shi p of hi s pas senger~ arrylng fl eet. He thought it 

the fas t est boa t on t he lakes, but the Empire St ate, under 

compe t l t lve ownershi p , ollallenged tha t cla im. Eber Wa.rd, t he 

leading Ml dvlcet industri a l ist, who through hi s vart ed enter­

prises via s pOinting t he way to future indu s trial devel o:1ment ?.Jld 

rganlza tlon, found time to be irked b y the cla.ims of the 

Empire s t a te. A t e st wa s c all ed for. A r ace on L,ike Erie was 

to decide the oh ion. Capt a in Willoughby of The Ocean was 

ins tructed to spare neither "time, means 01' help" in putting 

hi s craft into t he b est poseible oondition. The bottom wa.s ' 

SOl'aped and greased f rom s tem to stern ; the engine s and boilers 

wer e ove rhauled, and g r eat quantiti es of gr ( asy bacon were c on­

sumed in the t a sk, a.s were also many b a r rels of r osin. Only 

one condition d id Ward eet : there were to be no passenge rs on 

eithe r boa.t. Overheated boiler s we r e known to explode. 

On the da.y of the race, millionaire Ebe l' Ward was i n the 

boiler room of The Oc ean. "We are t he c hallengers , and it w.ould 

not b e nice to return without the broom which ~ Ocean so long 

" • : .. : ~ -l " '~ " '{ :,~':' ~" 
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has been ant:t t l ed to carrylt , he 'told t he crew. Ten. t housand 

dol l at's he had wager ed t hat his !bh1p was t he f astest on Lake 

Er ie, and he .was on hand to make c ert a in t hat no mi s takes were 

..... ade i n t hat r ace f r om Clevel and to Detroit. The re he s'tood 

in t he eng ine room , stol i d yet anxi ollo , wa tching the steam 

gauge, encourag ing t he men , cast ing h i G eye , nO'll and t hen j 

in the d1r ction of the other boat whicll c ould b e seen f r om the 

por thole. The smoke s t ecks orrhe Oc ean became so r od f r om 

hea t t hat i t was n ecessary f or al l h s to stand~by to nr event 

a r i re. Tbe boile~ s wer e forc ed t o their very limits. The 
\ 

fur i ous pace soon t ol d on t he Em .. !!'e St a t, . The Oc (~an s t eamed 

into De t r oit well in the l ead. Ebe r Brock Wa r d, h .d- won ~he 

r aoe., and h i s ve s sel t he reafte r c a rried a b r oom a t hermas't~?eadl 

i nd ica tive of the f act that f3he had swep t t he l ake cle ~.l; O.l 
\ 

all compet1 t i on. Such 1s the story of the r ace as told bV \ 
\ ~ 

Henry W. Inman , wheelman 011 The Ocean , on t he memorable0°cb.~9\on. 
\\ " , 

8 . Detr oit Ne~ s , May 5, 1901. 

The cha r acter of l:."'bf!I' ViaI'd ts revealed in t his 

\ ' , 

\ 
\ 

ent . \ 

Hi s ship s would al ways be ' hi s f i rst cons ide r a tion. Ml1l10~aire ". 

t hough he was , he was will ing to risk bi s life in t he hOld\t 

a vessel whose boi lers we re be1ng forced beyond t he point ot 
t 

safety. Ward would never admit t hat t here were any who cou~d. 

surpas s him. Ten t housand doll ars he won on t ha t r ace. Fi~le \ 
I 

t hou 9and was divided among t he winning c rew members. l'~e o"G~er 

f ive t housand was g iven to charity. That was Ebe r Ward.\ 
\ 

And the broom , symbolio of Ward superior! ty on t he \skee, 

. :··';j:,'h.· .. "{; ,.;". ~., 
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beoame the symbol too , of the many \lard blast f u r naoes. }l~or 

YI'a;rs thereafter , w'hen ever a furnace oompl e t ed a suocessful 

blOw, and after the molten iron had been poured , a l arge steel 

broom was hoisted to the t op of the s t ructure. Resident s of 

Chica go and of Milwaukee often saw t his broom , des i gnating a 

'clean sweep" , projecting from t he top of t he furnaces . Others 

saw it as well , for t he broom was t aken u p by t he i ndu stry and 

soon mad e its appea r ance t hroughout t he c ountry. 

As p roduotion in hi s mills i ncreased , Wa rd found t hat thfre 

output from his mines wa s insuff icient. To the Iron Ri dge and 

Uppe r P·enltlsule. mines he soon added ot hers . Ooal mines had been 

secured in Illinois and in Kentucky to supply his Crys t a l City 

glass works. The J aokson Coal Company was nrganizedi.n Michigan 

to a ssure a fue l supply at Wyandot t e should the cha rcoal g ive 

out,. The SUperior mines were or <anized under t he corpora t e 

title of Wi soonsin Iron Company , a nd t he financial set-up of 

t his company is ind ica.tive of t he Ward method of handling his 

various venture s . The com) any 'Was organized with a. capital of 

1 ., 500 ,000. Of t hi s amount Wa rd held $426 , 000 , a. t wo-fi f t hs 

i nte r e st ~as hel d by the Mi1wauk~e Iron Company, and t he balanoe 

was underwritten by the North Ohicago Rolling Mi ll s Company. 

Since Ward held the controll i ng stock in b oth of these compani es , 

the Wisconsin Iron Oompany was under h i s compl ete cont rol. 

Minority stockholders would have little to say in the management 

of the bUsiness. One such minority stockholder was Mark Hanna 

of Ohio, l a t er to b ecome famous as a Pr e sident-,maker. But i n . ' 
the lat e sixties Hanna was a debtor of Wa rd s in the Wi sconsin 

.. : .....• :;>' -):, .. " '{~~~" . ,.-
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Iron Company. 9 

9. O~en vs. Pot ter , Record , 22 ; Te s timony, 1051. 

For a half mi ll i on dolla r s Ward purchased t he Eureka Mine 

in Colorado for the pu rpose of inc reasing hi s silver out ut and 

keepi ng h i s smal t e rs busy. At t he ou.tset it a ppt'a r ed as t hough 

t his shrewd f inancie r and indu strialist had made a poor inve st­

ment. The E.ureka f a il ed to !'r oduc e silver and Wa r d was ce r t a in 

tha t e1 t he I' t he mine had been If s a l ted If " or h i s engineers, f or 

t he fi r s t tlme , had failed him. He vQ1.ved to ge t h i s money back 

or ru i n t h ose who had made the sale. A court t rial was los t 

f or it c ould not be p roved t hat t he mine had been t ampe r ed with. 

Ward ordered work to c ontinue. He pl aced a n ew manager in cha rge 

and soon f ound t hat a ga in hi s engineer s had b een correct in 

their analysis. Before long t he mine ~roduced silver tn very 

p rof t t a.ble quanti ties. But Ward was not to r ealize upon this 

in~e 6tment for he d i ed just a s pa y d irt was r eached . 10 

10. Ibid . -
The Detr oit indus trialist was always i n t he rza r ke t f or 

any business if he t hought 1 t would p rove profi t able. In 1869, 

the Leland Furnace f a iled. ' The Leland was a good pieoe of 

property, but had been mismanaged. Wa rd purohased t he Lel and 

for E. B. Wa rd ~~ ' Oompany byassu,mi ng $110,000 in debts. W~G. 

Thompson wa s affilia t ed with the pU1'Ohaser. No o t he rs wer e 

involved. Ore f or this new a cqui s ition was bought from the 

i aconain Iron Company, and the new furn3.c e was soon a paying 

.. "' .. ~. 
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propos ition. 11 

11. Detroit Post. November 22 ,18700 ,. 

It was n ever d i f ficul t for Ward to s ecure the funds with 

hich to purchase new propertlee. So wi de were his Intere sts , 

so closely was he connected with men of wealth , t ha t r eQuired 

money was always available. His p~actioe of u s ing t he funds 

of one company for the purpose of puroha sing another fore­

shadowed a p eriod of frenzied f inance and a cus tom whioh was to 

b ec ome good bUsine s s p r actice in a late r day. But Eber Ward 

had nO pattern to f ol low. He cut his own pat tern. 13 

12. Owen Ve. Potter" 0 , W., Po,tte r, Tes timony, 1189. 

Because avai1~ble c ash was the ve ry corners tone of his 

success in making a ttractive acqulsi tione, Eber Ward always 

c ar r i ed l a r ge b a1ances,Bi1ls. inourred for the purchase of 

materials , were always di scounted . A surolu s was also carried 

for the purpose of covering such commercial paper a s mi ght be 

protes t ed by t he banks. 13 

13. 1.bld, 1183 . 

No opportunl ty was ever to be passed by simplY because 

money was not available. Ward bOFr owed lavishly in orde r to 

c a rryon his wi de-spr eatt efforts for he felt tha:t taking. 

sensible riske meant progress. Capt a in Clement recognized 

t his urge for expansion when he testified, "Ward was gene r ally 

f or extending his bUsiness and hi s 1nterestsll • 14 

14. Ibid, St ephen Clement, Te s t1 '11ony, 1281 • 

. '. \, ' ~;:." ' ~:' " 
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Such were the methods u s ed b y Big BUsiness in the sixties 

a.nd in t he early seventies. }:ber BroOk Wa rd was Bi g Business , 

t he b i ggest of t hat pe!riod. His interest in shi ps, in lumber . 

in minas , in mills ) and i n sund ry ot her indu s tries , r e quired 

t he c on trol of huge nouto As of c a.p i t al . The f inancing of his 

en terprises wa.s nl"'lre difficult than t heir operation . And so 

it wa s t hat , a t an e arly date , Ward r ealized the wi sdom of 

affil i a ting with b anking interests. AI '''ays a l one hand , he pa id 

soant a t .t ention t o institution s already in exi stenoe. He 

ould orf)ani ze his own b 9.nks , banks over which he would have 

control, b ariks which would f inance h1s w1de- spreud activi ties. 

At the time Wa rd was entering the steel f ield , he organized 

the Second Nationa l Bank of Detroit with a r, ap i t a1 stock of 

'!\500 , OOO. With h i m in t hi s venture were Lewi s . Cas e , Stephen 

Beatty , and Zaoh Chan dl e r , a ll p rominent in business and in 

poli tios in Michigan. The b ank wae ol'gani zed in Augus t 1863 , 

and opened i ts dOOrs for bus iness on t he Novemb e r foll owi ng. 

The oocasion was heralded far and w1de as somethin~ new in 

banking. .Punoh was served a t the open lng, and , because of t he 

splend i d r epu t a t i m enjoyed b y the 1ncol1)orators , De trolt ' s 

nevJ~ st f inanoial ins titution soon enjOyed prosperltl'. 15 

15. Det roit Frc~ Press , Au~lst 13 ,1863 ; S11as Farmer , on. olt.,867. 

Inoreased bUs iness b r ought about t he doubling of the 

ap1ta1 s took and t he Second Nat i :.nal l;>ecame t he oity's fi rs t 

million dolla r bank. So lucra t1 ve was the venture " end eo 

uee:t\tl to Wa rd in his bus i ness , t hat, three yea.rs l a ter , he is 

:' .~. t": ·-
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found on the Boa rd of Director s of t he Amerioan National 

Bank, a l s o of Detroi t. 16 ______________ ----________ ·· _w __________________________________ _ 

16. Detroit Frt e Preps, J anu ary 10, 1866. 

De t roit was no t to be the only pl aoe in wh ioh Ward 

cnl1.aged in ba'1k tng. There 1s evidenc e to ind ioate tllf':t h e 

became a. stookhol d e r and off icer in numerous Mi dwest n.nanoi al 

ins ti tut1ons, among the most i mportan t b eing h i s hold ings in 

t he Peninsul ar Bank at Ma rQue tte, which he had hel p ed to 

Ol'3an1!1'le p r i or to t he Oivil Wa:r. , and 111h 1ch he f ound of value. 

in oonnection with his mines and hi s shi ppi ng interests in t hat 

r eo:i on. 1'1. 

17. Detroit FrR€ Pr ea/l, June· 11 t 1859. 

EberBrock Wa.rd depended upon no man fo r the funoti oning 

of h1s va.st '};)l1s 1f\ess erolJLte . He was tn full control of t he 

steel mills, the glass works ., t he lumber mills , t he salt blocks, 

the iron and s ilver mines, the railroads and t he ships. Each 

of these a.ctivi ti es was fully incorpora ted but Eber Ward held 

a major ity of the stock. The only coo;rdina tionbetween the se 

va r i ous unit e of the Ward empire was pos s ible t hrough the old 

sea c apt a in. There were none t o tell him wha t to do, or when 

to do it. Hold ing oompM.ies were unknown in t ha t day, but 

Ebor War d \'las a hOlding company in hi s own person, fo r a myriad 

of threads ran from his lndu st:rl es sp r ead throughout the M1dcU e 

West t o hi s office i n Det I'oit; and here , with unerr ing hand , 

he direoted and cont rolled a s eff iciently a s a;ny bUsiness 

colossus of the pr e sent day. The age of small business enterprise 

.. :.:'<. :"-:"-L~:'· ., .. {-; .... ,:> . 
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had passed. Mill s had failed , gl ass makers had faili~; r ail­

roads had f a iled because of l ack of c ap t taf , because their ormera 

h ad attempted to do bUs ines s on a shoe-string. Eber Ward 

recogni zed t h i s shortcoming , recogni zed it and determined t ha.t 

he would undet'take not hinf, on a Arnall scale.. Hi a oh1pya rds, 

hi a steel mills J his lumber c amps We I' €! all bui lt t o a size and 

with an in'ITe s'traent he r etofore unhea rd of. ~t h n.s been said 

tha t after the Civil War 

It Indu s trial o:rganiza "Uon s have tended 
to grow until, '-n many line e , they 
i nclude va s tly more t han a s i ngle 
g reat factory , but a unified sys tem 
comprehending many f ::.ctor 'ies 3J1d 

aking by- p roducts and accessory 
. products as well as ma jor products . It 18 

18. Ar thur M. Schl ess inger, ~ Vie1i!J)oints in American Hl s torY, 256 

Eber Ward was the first to r eoognize t his trend. In 1875 

there \Vas no other entrepreneur in the Middle West, 01' i n any 

othe r part of the country , who held oontrol over such vas t 

res oul'Oea, no o ther i ndu strial ist Wll0 poss e s sed the f inancial 

means to bulld such an empire , no giant with the vision and 

the ability to c enter a round his own pe r son 80 many enormous 

tUldertakinge. l1"ber Ward point ed the way , but those who were 

to f ollow, found the pace too s trenuous f or a s ingle man t o 

b ear. The corporation and the holding company came into being 

for the ;')u rp08e o·f c a r r ying on the g r eat t a sk of industrializing 

the na tion , the t ask 'Irlhich Ii!be r Brock Ward had started SO \7e11 • 

.. :. ','. ;.,.:.~-'!.:. :. ,- :; ...... -. " 



Chapter XVIII 

ADJUNCTS OF BIG BUSI NESS 

When,. following the Second War for I ndependenoe, the 

Salem Paoket, Captain Samuel Ward oommanding , skirted t he shore­

line of t he Great Lakes, stops we r e marte a t spar sel y populat ed 

little settl ements. Here ' and t here,nature had carved a 

. sheltering harbor and ha rdy p ioneers had set t l ed t he l and , 

settled it even before the surveyor's transit had run t he 

bounda ry line, settl ed it and eked out a mere exi stenoe. It 

a s after t he Civil War t hat the Ocean under Captain Wi lloughby, 

stopped a t these same locations, many of t hem now grown to 

sizable cities. Where t here had been nothing but i sol a t ed 

f arms , the re were now densely populat ed di s tri cts and t he 
saw 

traveler/fTo sperous f arm communities sur rounding t he ·belching 

chimneys whiOh told of thriving industry in newly gr own ci t ies. 

Thu s had times changed during four ~ ecades. 

This growth of indu str i al c en ters, with which Eber Brock 

Ward had 90 much to do, had brought with it new problems. The 

industries r equired workers, and while Ward had brought many 

from foreign shores, t hus stimulating i mmigration, he had drawn 

others from the f arm communities. Hen prefer red work in t he­

fac torie s at r egul a r daily wages to the uncerta in r e turns of 

f armi ng. For the fi rs t time the l abor problem reared its 
the 

head in t he United s t a tes. The relationship between;\emplOyer 

- '274 _ 
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and the employee, the questions of hours of work, of oonditions 

in the shops, of the amount of pay , began to be d i soussed. And 
appearing, 

tlnls wer e 1\ I in those 01 viI War days, ai tu - t ions which have 

no"t yet been sOlva'd. 

Eber Ward never f orgot his life as a cabin boy on his 

uncle' s boats. Despite his success , despite his great weal t h, 

he r ema ined close to those whom he employed. and there 19 no 

record ofan.y seri ou s l abor di f f iculties in his industries. 

He paid wages which we.r e in keeping wi th the times. Ho man , 

ho worked for Eber Ward wa.s ever permitted to go hungry even 

during periods of panic and depr essi on. Hi s favored Mi ddle 

West had b een opened to the settler , had grown f rom a wilderness 

to a seotion of t eeming factories and ferti l e f arm oommuni ties. 

It had t aken much hard work to bring about the tr~lsformat1on, 

hard work on the part of thousands of pioneers . who had left 

their seaboard homes to build this new Wes t. F.'ber Wa rd had 

been one of those p1oneers, and he never lost sight of t hat 

f ao t. Befor e the Iron and Steel l nst! tute a t 1 ts Mad i son 

meeting, he expounded his philosophy when he sai d of ] aboI' : 

If We are a working pe.ople, and \'lhen we 
see t hat l abor has done so much in 
making the wilderness blos som and the 
waste pl aoes gl ad wi th civili zed 11f e, 
we should apDr eciat e t he privilege and 
duty of u seful work. Eaoh and all should 
do something f or t heir own and f or the 
common good. We have small room for 
drones or dl gnified, genteel i dlers." · 1 

1. Eber B. " ard, Speeoh, MS., Wi soons in Hi s torioal Society. 

That was Eber Ward . To him there was never any dis­

tinotion between the man of means and the man who toiled in 

",":',. :,.-: ~-!:,.; 
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his mills. He had oonsi deration f or all, treat ed a.l1 alike. 

J ohn P. Sangor, who worked i n the lIIyandotte mill f or many 

years, tells how Ward would vi sit t he plant and would s it; 

during the noon per iod , on a grea t ore pile, swapping yarns 

with t he men. The r e was no r e t i cence when t he owner of t he 

mill came to the pl ant and , if a crude joke was t ol d , Eber 

Ward l aughed wi t h t he r est. He had come up f r om t he boi ler-room 

of a l ake stew~er. He knew men. The workers t ell of h i s l ib­

era11 ty. If an employee showed him some favor on one of 1113 

Vi s its, Or if a l aborer performed a t ask eapeaial1y well, it 

as War d ' s p rac tioe to r ewa rd him with a ori sp new f ive doll ar 

bill • . He always carri ,d a supply of new b ill s f or t his pu rpose. 

Anybody c ould seour e employment in t he Ward shops, says 

John Teel ing , who made t he moulds for t he f i rst s t eel poured 

a t Wyandot t e. Wages r anged from a dollar and a quarter to 

two do11are a day, but t ha t amount of money. Teeling adds, 

allowed one" a mi ghty oomfor table l iving". Experi enc ed help 

r eceived hi gher r emuneration and , as the steel mill s gai ned in 

i mportanoe, pu('dl ers oommanded f ive dollar s a day, while boss 

roll ers earned f rom t en to t welve. Of oou r se, the days were 

long, t welve-hour shif ts; but t hat was oommon i n t hose ea r l., 

times. In farmlng ,) hOul'S extended f rom sunr i se to sunset. 

St e el-mill hours were f a i r enough when oompared wi th t he 

farmer's day. 

At ''iyandotte, Ch i oago, l'.11 l waukee} and a.t Crys t al C1 ty j -

as well as at Ludington and at Toledo, whe rever Ebe r Ward 

looa t ed one of hi e fac tories, he built, l i kewise, a group of 

house s whioh hi s worke r s could pu r ohase at r ea sonabl e figures 

"'.:;:'-f_h ·.':·{I,.;·· .. "· 
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and on equally reasonable t erms . TheTe was rio compuls i on t o 

buy, the men being perml,t ted t o rent e i ther one of 

t he Ward homes or another, i f they so de sired. But Eber Ward 

t hought i t desirable f or men to own t he i r homes. They made 

bett er worker's j better citi zens , be cla i med , and t hey would 

not become d rif t er s i f t hey could l ay claim to a defini t e p i ece 

of pr operty. There i s no record of Ward ever t ak i ng a home 

f rom hi s workmen beoau s e of f a ilure of payments. When work 

as slack, payments wete r educed ; when the pl ants closed d o 

enti r ely, payments were suspended until 1l'lor k was r esumed. 

111a rd Par ker , employed in Ward i ndu s t r ies f or many ye a rs , 

"Irot e a t the time of the indu s t ri ali s tto dea th: 

"He enoouraged his worltmen to ge t them­
selve s homes of their own and ai ded 
them by loans with which to 'buy lots 
and build home s upon them, and t he 
number who have been made i ndependent 
in t heir pecuniary cond ition by his 
kindl}' a i d and b y following h i s good 
advice, can b e counted today by the 
thousands. By bi s death, l aboring men 
of our country have lo s t not only one 
of t heir best f ri ends , but the ve ry 
able st champi on of leg i sl a tion, t ha t 
would seau re thern r eady employment 
end t he f ullest r eward f or t heir l abor." 

2. Ward Sc rap Book , Burton Collection. 

The r ecor d indio ates t hat t hi s tribute to Eber Brock 

rd was not ove r dr awn. He neve r forgot bis ea rly days, n ever 

"'., cons i de r ed himself sup erior to t?lose with whom he had a t one 

time Vlorked , never i sola t ed hi mself f rom the world, as so 

many, who we r e g rowing rich with him, were wont to do. To 

hi s fri end, Fred Ca.rli sle, he s aid, 

·'.T.: ... >·-h .. '''\;~''. ~.' 



If Tbe be at pbilanthropy of the age was 
t ha.t whioh a.f f orded t he gr eatest amount 
of r emune rative l abor to t he work ing­
man of t he c ountry." 3 

... oro .. 

3 . Fr ed Ca rlisle . "Oompa r ative Sketches", Mi chi gan lU stot ical 
Col l ection, XXII , 286. 

-- ~~--~-' -.-~ .. ~ 

Eber Ward practiced what he b elieved. He employed more 

men t han d i.d any ot her industria.l ist of the per1od, and he 

en j oyed the f Ul l e st confidence and cooperation of t hose whom 

he employed. In his plants t here was never any quest ion a s to 

who d utermined the ,)011c1 e8. I nterfel.'8'lce f rom e1 ther associa t e s 

or emnloyees was not to be t hought of. Hi s word was l aw. Things 

oulrl b e done a.s he ordered. He mana.ged hi s plants as he saw 

f 1t.. He was a If rugged 1ndividuallstlf in every sense of the term. 

During the 01..'11'11 War, Ward was a staunch supporter of 

Abraham Lincoln; a s trong b eliever 1n t he emancipation of t he 

l aves. He contende~that the negro bad as muob right to his 

h1re as had t he white man, and , as was hi s cu s tom, he put his 
employing 

convictions into praotice by a o rew of negro workers for 

his Wyandotte Iron Mills, a move f or which he was severely 

01'1 t101zed in some qua.rte l~s . There were even those who made 

threats agai nst his l1fe unless he would d i scharge t he colored 

orkers forthwith. To t hr eaten £bel' Ward was futile as an 

adverti sement which 11e inse r t ed in a Detr oi t pa.per i ndioa tes. 

4. Ibid . 

. '-;~'. :..::-~.::: .. 

"1 propose now and hencefor th t o em­
ploy jus t suoh persons to do my work 
as I choose. If I f ind laborers 
soaroe and wi sh to employ a. black 
man , or a hor se, or an ox, I shall 
do so and shall not ask anyone for 
the priVilege." 4 

.'.~: ... ~.:. ~., 
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Eher Brook Ward was an i ncli v ldua1 1st. He conduoted h is 

w1dely-dive r s i f i ed indu s t r i es as he w1shed) and d i d a good j ob 

of it. 

A man , who al ways demand ad wha t III as hi s due , he was, 

n everthel ess, e xc eedingly libe ral wi th thos e abou t h im. ~'Ihen 

his sec1"etary~ Wi l l i am Bronson , marri ed , Ward t hought he ought 

to t ake h i e bride i n to a new home and p rovided a loan of ~5000 

for that pu rrose . Repaymen t VIas slow and Bronson s t a tes t hat 

I'd n eve r ask ed about. the loan , s aying only , illf ~rou like 

you may make pa yment when you 111te." 5 

5. O- en VB. Pott e r , William H. Bronson , Te s t. imony , 1470 . 

But if a man owed him money and 1 t l:l.ppea l'ed t ha t there 

as no int ention of paying , Wa rd would stop a t nothing in or de r 

to f or ce a se ttlement. Ole Dustin , who piloted one of the Wa rd 

b oa ts, t el l s the s tory of a man wl'lO owed t he i ndUstriali s t 

several hundr ed dolla rs in a bus iness deal and who marle no 

effort t o clear the l oan. When Ward pushed the i s Sue the debtor 

pl eaded poverty, a s i ck \91fe , and insu f f ioient f ood in t he home. 

This form of a r gumen t made no l mpr esslon upon t he empire builder. 

The loan had been a legitimat e one. The servi c es had b een 

delivered a s oalled for in t he oontract.. The note would h.ave 

to be repa i d . By borrowing el sewhere t he debtor was f inally 

enabl ed to t ake up the note and t hen, Wa rd, a f t er a oa r eful 

invost1~ation \lfh ich proved tha t the ola ims as to poverty were 

f ounded in fac t, turned b ack t he entire amount toge ther '{l 1 th a 

rec ei p t in full. Bu s1nees r emained bus ine ss to :&:bel' Ward , but 

cha rity wa s not fore i gn t o hi s soul. 

,. ,'.> .:;:,t!,": 
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During the panic ·of 1873, the sca r city of money hampered 

the Ward enterpri ses even as it affec t ed all other s . But Ward 

i ndUstri es d i d notolose down. The shop s in Chicago,Milwaukee , 

Wyandot t e and e lsewhere remai ned under operation after t he 

orkers hrui eg r eed to acoept payment for their labor in paper 

notes i s sued by and endorsed by .Eber Wa rd. The scrip bo r e 

interes t a.t the r a te of seven pefcent and was to be redeemable 

some time after the panic . It was iSHued in denomina.tions of 

two, f 1,;0 ., ten )and t wenty-five dollars; and it i s 1'l t e s timonial 

· '0 the confidence in which Wa rd WetS held by all, tha t t h i s sc rip , 

nothing more t h the indu s trialist ' s p romise to pay a.t s ome 

fu1;u re date; was acc ep t f:d in payment by praotic.a11y all of the 

bus iness hou ses in Detro3. t "Mllwa:ulcee , and Chicago. Even the 

b anks stood ready t o rede em it a t ninety Jt ent of 1 ts :.rae 

value. It i F! a. ma tter of rec ord t hat, when redemption wao 

ordered several years l a t er , t he 'entire i s sue was r etired a t 

face value. The only lo sers were t hose who had li ttlEi f a l th 

and who had di spo sed o f their scrip at a d i scount to loan sha rks. 6 

6. ,WYandotte, Past,Pr Rsent, and Future, Oentennial Ed1tion,1917. 

Constantly lil>e r Wa rd u l'ged t hat eo combination of :.t'a rm1ng 

and indu st ry was best for the development of t he Middle west~ 

and tOWard t hi s end he worked. He was f a.rs'l..ghted enough to 

r ea.l ize t hat if all of the newoomers turned to f ~ rming there 

would soon be an overabundance of f arm products with re811l t ant 

low p rices. He feared for the wel fare o f the settlers~ and 

warned r epea tedly t hat i f all pe r s i sted in f a r ming there would 

'be "6verpl'oouotion , low prioes, poor , 1dle, and , as an in_ 

. ' .. :. : .. :~-l, ~ .; ""[.,..:': . 
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ev1 t able r esult in the end , uneauc "1ted and vicious people". As 

a. r emedy for t h i s s i t ua. t1 on J he added , If the be s t f a rming '- s 

where the bes t manu f acturing s til!lUlates skill".. '7 

7. Eb or wa rd, Speech, MD. ,V'li sconsin Hi s to:rical 8 oci ety. 

Fa r sighted was Eber Ward. In the seventies he saw cle.arly 

s itua t i on which was to mat er i alize fif t y years later . and it 

ma t erial ized because othe r s had not f oll owed hi s example. In­

dustrie s had been concentra t e,l in cert a in areas. The pathfinder 

wou.l d have he.d t hem spr ead t hroughout the many coun try dist riots. 

Eber Ward, who b el ieved so strongly in t he develooment 

of American i ndu s try b er: ause he saw in t h n.t d ev,eloprnen t t he 

futUre seo\ui ty and happiness of the workinglllan, was a st rong 

protectioni s t. If Ame d oan i ndu s try was to expand , a high 

t tlr!! ! was essenti al , and his OiVn experienoes provid ed ample 

::n:oof of t he soundne s s of hi s posi tion. In shipping , and in 

lumber , and in Galt, a t ariff meant litUe or nothing. In 

these fields Eber Ward could hold hi s own, \ri th or without 

protection. But in steel and in gl a ss the s itua t i on was dif­

ferent . Heald not fear Ame:c-ican competition but he eould not 

undersell t he European p::oouct . Steel l'ails froin England were 

building Americ an rail. roads and pl ate glass from England 'Vas 
\ 
\ ' 

be1n.?': used for Am~ r:ican stor e f ron t s. That wa.s not c:reating 

emnloyment for Ame rican workers , Ward argued. Even with the 

compar a tively low wages then prevailing , his shops OOUl~ produce 
1\ 

nel therrall~ nOr plate glass tha t oould compete w1 th th6\ 1l..ngllsh 

i mport in prioe, though it. was l ts eqUal in qual ity. \ 

\ 

. ', "." 
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There had been very Ii t tle Anlerican manufactur e un t il the 

days of the Jeff e r son Emb ar go CI.nd the t a ri f fs of 1816 and. 1824. 

Up to t hat time the settler 1n the new c oun t r y wa s perfectly 

willing to make his purcha ses f rom E.'urope, sending his f a rm 

p roduce in ~ayment . I .... our -fif t hs of the popul a tion,du r ing this 

per iod, lived on farms und-a r f a irly comf ortable conditions. 

However, d.ul'lng t he Civil War , it bec ame a.pparent t hat , as 

"'a rd had point ed out, with for e ign markets cut off there was an 

ove rproduction of foOds~lffs. It was also di scovered t hat a 

nation a t war required :its own industries, could not depend 

upon i mportation for its needs. Yet, if American indu s t ry was 

to be developed, tha t indu stry would need p r otection from 

fo reign cO''1peti tion during peace times. 8 

8. See Arthur Schl e s singer, 5m,. cit., 24·7. 

Eber Wa rd was oonvinc ed that a high p rotective t a ri f f 

would enoourage American industry without raising prices 

a rtificially as l ong as free competition wa s mainta ined . He 

sta t t) d h is posi tion clearly be f ore t he I r on and St eel AS Bocia tion. 

II We ask Congress for the American ma r­
ket for Ame rican manuf acture and while 
we axe jus tly entitl ed to tha.t field , 
we ought advoca te and. ma inta.in perfec·t 
freedom and -he althy competition amongst 
ourselves. Public policy, a s well a s 
our own interests , u ndoubtedly pOint in 
t hat direction, and we must not allow 
ours elves to b e d r awn into any me a sure , 
the t endenoy of which will be to inour 
public ill-will or gove r nment hos t!li ty. If 9 

9. Eber \'la rd, § eech, MS.» 'Vl1 scons1n Hi s t orical Society. 

A f a rseeing man wa s Eber Ward, and a shrewd one. Tha t he 

... '.~t·.::. .t _!:: : "'{.";:', ~.: 
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was inf luenti in s ecuring f a voral>le t a r i f f l egisla tion appea.rs 

oerta.in from tile f aot t hat h e was clos ely related i n busi ness 

1th many pr ominent publ i c off ioiala, l eadin ongtl1cm being 

Daniel Morrell, h i s part ner' i n s t eel, Sena.tor Ben j BJll1n Wade J 

his wi f e' B uncle J and Sena tor Zacha1'1aa Chand ler , his banking 

associa.t e. 

~~ rO!ll 'the ea rly oays of t he r epublic there ha.d been a 

e tro g f ree-trade movement i ll the ooun"!;ry, a movement with which 

a rd, qui t e 1'1.8.tu1'a l 1y" was not in sympa t h y . In t alks , in 

nct-l spaper a rtioles, and in pamphlets, " ur inted and ci i s tributed 

.t hi s own expense , he fough'~ the fre;e-11~ade t rend and he lived 

to see the p rotective t ariff fi:rml y est ab l i shed a.s a n Amer io :"! n 

') r inciple. At testin.g t o liis succ e ss i n thtl fi ght against f r ee­

trad e is the f ol lo'iTl ng n~wspaper cor~lIllent: 

II Eb el" Ward was l a r gely i nstrumental in 
b reaking w) t he A.me r ican Fr ee Trade 
League, \vhich was an of fshoot of the 
Br i tish l eague of t he same name, and 
whi ch was support ed by c r>nt :rlbut l ons 
from t hat or pjanizatlon. t l 10 

10. Detl'oi tl'l'ibune , J anuary 5 , 18"5. 
------.------_ ..•.. _--- ---.. ----~, 

Before 1870 a f orty-five pe+ent ad valorum duty was 

l evied on i mported £ngl l sh s t eel r a lls. Sino e t hose r a ils 

could b e manufa.otllred 1n En~land a t fifty dolla r s a ton, t he 

duty brought the cos t of the Sr1 ti sh product ., delivered in 

New Yo rk, to $72 •. 50. At the SaIne time Ame r i can r a i ls could 

not b e produced fo r l e ss than $166 a ton. Under such conditions 

Eb er Ward had, smal l suoce ss in selling hi s r a11s, d i d sell t hem, 

in f~t, only b ecau se he was a direotor on the board of so many 

.. ::, .. ', :';:"-!"! .. 
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r a ilroads. 'I'h1 s d 1ffel'ent i alexpla.ins why t he Trey steel groUp, 

e.s well a.s other T.!lallUfacturers under t he patents controlled 

by Ward and h is associates, were unabl e to continue in businese • 
• I 

The t ariff of 1870 levied a specific duty of $28 per t onJ which 

f or the time being made li ttl e d i fference in the cost of English 

rails l a i d down a t American porta. But the cost of s t eel r ails, 

as t hey pen t int o quantity p roduct ion , g:radual l y decreased and, 

s ince the t3;rif f was not changed , it became nroportionat e1y 

hiE~her on the British i mport s" By the 'time England was pro ... 

dueing r ails at $30 per ton, the a.ddition of the tariff pr ac-

tically doubled t hei r pdce in America.. s imultaneously t he 

c ost of the Ame rioan rail was brought down to $68. 75 per ten, 

a ces t 1"hic 11 eventual ly dropped to $37.13. The itrl1eric an steel 

rail c ould now oOIllpete on an equal basis wi th the i mported 

product. 11 

11. J ames M. Swank, St eel s t a tistioe,.t 4; F. W. Taussig, .!illt 
Hi s tory 'Of t he Present Tari f f , 61:j. 

--------------------~--~~~---,----~------~-------

As fer ~ber Ward, his t a ri f f fight had not been in vain) 

and he was completely Rati sfi ed because the price diff erential 

had been eliminated. The t ariff on glass ope r ated in mleh the 

same manner, and the indu strialist's o basIc oommoditie s new 

found a r 0ady market. It was Wa rd who th~ough the Iron and 

s t eel Assooiation made manufaoturers oen sc1ous of tne value 

.nd the deslrabl1i ty 'Of a t ariff, 'and oaused h i s friend 

Carlyle to writec 

. ;, ~ :.-: .. -l;": .• 

"Perhaps no si ngle individual in the 
United s t a tes di d so much te dis sem-

.•.• {.,r, •. 



ina te inf ormation on promoting home 
indu stry as did Ca ;tain Ward." 12 

12. Fr ed Carlyle , on~qit •• 280. 

~-------------------

- ---atsO -

At an e arly da te the f act tha t government greatly in­

flu enced the development of bus'.ness became evident to .c;oer 

Nard and he considered it des:l.l"able to secure r ecognition in 

off i c i al ci l'ol e e by pa rticipating in pol i ties, both s t a t e and 

nati ')nal. He had b een f i rst a tg, then a Democ r at. Gradually 

his inf l u ence i ncrea s ed. until he became a. potent factor in 

pa rty c ouncils. He wa s an aetive member of t h e National 

Manuf acturers' ASRocia tion, was r epea t edly a delega te to its 

conventions, and of ten held i mport ant off ices. It was t hrough 

t his or~an1zation, coupled wi th his own Iron and St eel Associ­

a tion, t ha t he acc ompli shed hi s most sucoessful polt tic'al 

r esults, for it wa s through these g r oups t ha t he conc1ucted 

hi s campa ign for a hi!~her t a.riff a s well as f or lower taxes. 

He hel d the concep t of the modern industri e~1st that t a xes were 

f a r too high and t ha t t hey were high becaUf~e of the supe r­

abundance of off ioe holders. tea s men on the public payroll, 

he often s ai d , would cos t l~BS and would do b e tte r work. During 

t he Rec ons ' :r.uotion 1)er1OO he became esp ec i ally hi tter aga ins t 

the Congress, which he considered l i t t le more than a debating 

society, and there 1s a m~deTn xing to his a rgument t hat: 

, .. :,. .. , .. 

"They aee Congres s spending months in 
p rofitless debate, while t he great 
elements of national wealth a re para 
lysed, and the peOple g rop1ng in the 
dark but seeking light that Congress 
in its supe rlative wi sdom fails to 
shed on their fu ture hopes. They de­
mand active and effective legislation, 
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and t hey 1101)6 that a Repu.b l i c an Con­
gress will not have to boa s t t ha t 
t heir expend i 'tul'e s in some di r ecti on s 
are les s t han t he cor rup t waste of 
the 'ha:i ed admi ni stra t i on o f James 
Buchanan. ~l"heir e xpend1 tures shoUld 
b e '0 r ou ght to t he lowest lim! t com­
patible -wi th the simplic ity of true 
damocraoy. t l 1 3 

13. Wa r d Scrap Book. Burton Coll ection. 

"Ao 't1ve and ef f ective l e g i s l a tion !1 to Eber w'a rd meant 

hi gher t a ri f fs and l ower taxes; d i 't lucan t , t oo , more 

pr i n ting pr ess money fOT he was c onvinced t hat the gr ea t er t he 

amoun't of money i n Ci r cul a t ion, t h e .gr ea iiel' t h e pr o SpCl' 1 t y of 

t he coun t ry. During t he p a.nic of 18'13 , a 't a U lna when h e was 

p r inting and s i gni n.g hi s own scrip , he " r ote t o hi s f riend 

Pr Cl s i dent Gr ant, tha t: 

'·Th.e surest Vl ay of r 8storing good t i mes 
in bUsiness i s b y increa s i ng t he t a ri f f 
e~ery thirty days and wa t er ing g r e enback s 
every time the t arif f 1s increased. The 
t a ri f f 'iN )u1d add t o t he p t'ice of goods 
on hand ; the increa se in g r e enbac k s 
would mak e their value mOl'e anti 1110 1'e 
uncerta in, s o people Would keep them 
mOVing as l ively a s i f 't hey were h and­
ling hot ooals and we would have f l u sh 
time s . it 14 

14. Detroit Post, Dec ember 6, 1873. 

Wa rd had p roved himself a g r eat indUs t rial i s t, had even 
:!" -" 

maae a suooe ss o f bis b ank i ng vent u res, but a s a ~oneta.ry 

exp ert his advice to t he Pr esident was anything but orthodox. 

The oontrol of eo 'nomic f orces was a siNlpl e matter, aCt~ ord1ng 

to his way of thinking. I f only Congr ess would cot u pon h is 

sugge s tions. 

.. :. -,,>:,..;"'1":·· .• " [i,~ ~, ; . 
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Desp i te his pecul i a.r l:llonet ...... l'Y' v1e~19 ,Eber War d was rat ed 

highly in poli t io al ci I'Cl e s and his advioe was of t en asked. 

As ea r l y a s 1869 , an inciden t occurred which illus t rates the 

close r el a tionshi p between the (J.c"Te rnment and ~uhat s t hen 

!fSil! Bu s i ness" . I t was a t t hat t1me tha t J ohn l •• Hayes, a 

ranki n£) off i o i a l in t he Depart men 't of s t a te , sought ViaI'd t B 

adV10efn the se:j.eotion o f a speaker of the HouGe of n epresen t ­

a tive e" \~ rote hayes to t he i ndustrial i s t in a. Government frank-

ed en"elope : 
~. 

li The sptJlalte Tshi p 1:l a matter of highest 
moment to our intere stp. The R. E .. man 
would ser ve u s as well as Dawes of Ma ss. 
! know him intimately and rely upon him 

and upon the practic al questions touc l1ing 
our i ndu s try, more than u pon any member 
from Hew Engl and. He has the Boston 
noti ons 1 an.d i s every way sound. t1 15 

15. Lette r in Ward MS.,Burton Collection. 

Ther e 10 nothing to ind ica te Ward's r oply, but the 

l e tte r does i ndic a te t he pos t ti.on held by t he !ndu s tri.a.l 1st 

in pol1ticel ciro1es . A s t aunCh Republ ioan. Ward wes on 

Gr ant ' s f i rst oampai gn commtttee,?Jld epr;aged actively j.n se-

curing votes f or t he 901(1 1e1' o and i date. e sni te the ineffic i ency 

shown b y Grant in of fice , Ward unstintin(;ly sup!,)orted h im f or 

r e- el ec tion in 1873. Tha t Vias h:1.s t;;;a:y of ct andi ng by h i . 

f r1 ends. A r evolt against G·ene r a.l Grm'l.t was in 'the mek ing t 

ith Col onel Bro and Ca rl Schurz the l eaders . When t he move-

ment had p-:ained suf f icient s trength to 013.1.1 a c onvention in 

Oincinnati, an effort wa.s made to secure \'1a rd'a support, but 

he not only refus ed to a ttend the gathe ring but u ttered a blast 

t hr ou gh t he Detroit papers tha t left no doubt as t o hi s s tand. 

. ":'·:~ -h. ; "'~';~~", :" 



He was qu ot ed a s saying: 

*" 1 will not attend t he 01ncinnat1 sore­
head oonvention. 1 am mortified to 
think t hat 'my wors t enemy should t h ink 
so li ttl e of me as to b elieve me oap­
ao1e o f deserting a party t ha t has 
orushed seoesslon, aboli shed slavery. 
and enhe..nc ed t he orad! t of a na tion 
afte T a m0 st expensiv <e war." 16 

16, Detroit Advel'tl ser-'r.ribune, April 18. 1812 .. 

_ass .. 

General Grant , Ward mainta ined , was a f riend of t he oommon 

)eonl e, a fl"1 end of the ver y men who had set t l ed the We st. Tbe 

Pr fS s1dent would ca:rTY Michigan and , Ward b al t eved, t 1'lt3.t t here 

e r e not II one hund!"ed men in Detr o1 t who ~!!fould vote &!;ainst 

Grant". SO ino ensed ''las he again l'l t t hose he deSi gnated as 

" sore- heads" , . t hat he spent hi s own money in t he oampaign, lent 

hi s name to the Grant ticket, and ha.d t he sa.ti sf ac tion of be ing 

chosen a Grant el ector. The Pr esident , who had sout!ht the 

Detr01 t indUstrialist for hi s c abinet during h i s f tl' et term, 

wa s so el Fl.t ed over tM,s 8Uy)port, tha t. he r epea t ed hie ~.nvltation, 

and urged Ehler Ward to join t he Cabinet as 8ec:ret ar y of the 

Trea sury, a poa~ refused beo~,uae infant 1ncluf{t ries Gtil l required 
.1! 

t he ever-p resent ~"'U:I,d1ng nd of t heir owner. "it i s r eally 

t oo 'bad l!, Ward Ba:ld to Bronson. He would have enjoyed nothing 

mGl'€ than t o t ake a. hn.nd in the government of t he count~. But 
\ . 

f or him, and for the oountry , it W'ae prob ably jus t a s w~l that 

c1!'Oums t ances d :td not pe r mi t of ac c.ep ·tance .. I s suing gree~~ks 

until they b eca me "so hot people would t hink the~t wer e ; b~n~ 1ng 
; \ ; 

cO'3.18" Vlould have been no g:t'ca t favol' t o the Uni ted St, tti,s. ', 
I [ \ 
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The fact that greenbacks drove ha rd money out of cir­

cUl ation dur ing the Civi l War was entirel y sa tisfactory to 

Eber Ward and when, a~ the close of the conf lict; there were 

those who began speaking of a. r esu 'TIption of specie payment, he 

a s f ound in the opposition. He condemned the policy which 

would des t roy gr eenbacks as r api dly as t hey were returned to 

t he Treasury and , when President Grant in 1874, vetoed an 

at tempt by Oongres s to increase the number of gr eenbacks in 

circulation, Ward began to wonder why he had spent so much of 

his 0 money on b ehalf of the Republioan nom&nee during the 

campaign. But the shrewd indUstrialist r eali zed t ha t despite 

his efforts , r e sumption was coming and he attemp t ed to soften 

t he blow by a rguing for a s till further inorease in t he t ariff. 

He r easoned : 

"It is potent t ha t no syst em of f inance 
looking toward speCie r esumption will 
b e pe rmanently successful unless acoom­
panied with such r evision of our t arif f 
l aws as will insure a bal ance of t ~'ade 
and exchange in f avor of t his country • 
••• Our country i s now suff ering from 
t he r ap i d contract i on of t he currency 

d cons equent great contraction of 
bUsi ness and entel'prise, and it is vain 
folly to hope for any i mport ant c llange 
for the better while interest on loan­
able money remains at its pr esent usur­
ious r a t e f or l egitima te bUsiness enter­
prise. It ·17 

17. Chicago Tribune , J anuary 5 , 1875. 

On the question of borr owed funds , Ward knew whereof he ­

spoke for it was common f or him t o pay an interest ra.te a s 

high a s t wenty-five perfent on money which he r equired in his 

vari ous bu siness ventures. If he could be ce r t a in of an in-

. :"~:''':A-b·· 
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creased t arif f and lower interest r ates, he would have no fur t her 

objeotions to t he r esumpt i on of specie !)ayments. 

In poll tics ltbe r Ward soon d i scovered t hat . a popular 

f oll owing was essent i al. PUbl ic opi ni on swayed off icials even 

more t han d i d t he demands and suggestions of i ndu strial i s ts. 

So it was natural t ha t Ward shoul d a t tempt t o assume a position 

t hrough whlc,h he could i nfluence publ ic opinion. At the out­

break of t he Oivil Wa r he dec i ded to ent er t he newspaper fi eld 

and for that purpose determi ned to gain control of exi s ting 

new snape rs , pape rs whi ch had a s trong followi r.g as shown by 

t heir c i r culat ion figures . A company was fo rmed and the 

netroi t Adverti ser and t he Detr oit Tribune we r e both purchased. 

A mer!l:er was effec ted) and J . E •. Scrips was nominat ed ed itor 

of the newl y f ormed Adver ti ser-Tribune. But Eber Ward soon 

f )und t hat he was not the controll ing i nfluence in t hi s new 

organiza tion. He was the l a rges t stockholder but was , never­

theless, outvoted on many occasions by a c omb i na.tion of t hose 

opposed t o hi s policies. Such a s ituat ion could not long endur e. 

Hi s word was l aw in his indu s trial empire; it would have to be 

l aw in any newspape r with which he was connected. Si nce he 

could not buy up t hose who we r e opposed to him, he sold his 

holdings to Editor r~rlps, who wa s to r i se to great hei ghts 

in the Det roit news fi eld and · who wa.s ultimatel y t o become the 

founder of t he potent Scrips-Howard cha in. 18 

18. Si l as Farmer , Qll.Qi1., 683. 
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But selling hi s s tock in the Adverti ser-Trl~une di d not 

s i gn ify t hat Eber Wa rd had dropped hi s i dea of oontroll i ng 

public opinion. The foll owing year, in assoc i ation ~lth 

p r ominent members of the Michi gan Republ i ca n party, t he pr in­

Cipal stockhold er s being Senator Chandle r and Ward , t he Detr oit 

Post was l aunched. The new paper was to r epresent t he agf1: ressive 

and r adical el ements of the party. 19 

19. Tom S. Apoelgate, A Hi s tory of t he Press of Michigan, 66 

In orde r to secure i mmedi ate support for t he Post, Ward 

d Chandler deter mined to secure the se r vices of some national 

figure as editor. It was still the day of personaljournal i sm
J 

and a color ful individual with a versatile pen was abl 'e 

to build up a sub stantial circula tion. It was during this 

peri od t hat Car l Schurz, who had become a. leader a..ilong t he 

German el ement of t he Un! t ed St ates and who was , a t a l a ter 

date, ~o become powerful in Mi s souri and na tional politios. 

was c asting about f or . a ',osition t hat would pay him a r egul ar 

income . Sohurz, t hen living in Watertown , Was acquainted with 

Senator Chandl er and , when he was approached b y t he Detroit 

l eader with an offer ao alluring t hat he could not refuse it, 

he agreed to assume the editorship of the new paper. Detroit 

was t hen a community of 75,000 people, of whom some 20,000 

were Germans. Ca r l Sohurz believed t hat his apPOintment had 

opened up a field where he could make a It secure l iving" . 20 

20. Claude M.Fuess, Q.W. Schurz, 139 • 
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The new paper wa s cap1 t allzed at $100 , 000 and was housed 

in a building t ha t set a new st andard f or newspapers . The 

littered edi tor1al rooms r")f t he ave·rage paper wer e done away 

with. Noi sy oopy boys found no place on the s t aff. The noise 

and conf1ision of t he t ypical city room was mi ssing. Witll Carl 

Schurz as ed i t or - .ln-ohi ef, t he Detroit Post; a s t he r i val ~ 

Press put 1 t ,. was: 

rt ••• a new i dea in newspapers. Ever yth ing 
i s new. The counting room i s arranged 
like a new s tyle bank, and the editorial 
rooms a r e well carpe t ed, l ar ge and finely 
furn i shed." 21 

1. Detroit ~ Pre ss, April 29, 1866. 

Carl Schurz r emained in hi s well furnished off ic e for 

only one year. A luring off er from a more Ge rman oommunity 

soon took him to a. pap er in St. Louls, took him to a position 

from which h e was to c l i mb to national f ame. Eut by t ha t time 

t he Detroit Pos t was a go i ng conc ern, and Eber Brock War d 

blossomed f orth a s a tuil- f l edged newspaper magnate. 

In ~lll r eal i za tion of t he power of t he Fourth Es t a te, 

the De troit industr i al i s t took a keen int e r est in hi s l a t est 

vent u re, an i n t er est t hat extended even t o hi s newsboys f or he 

saw in t hem potential circulation builders. Annual l y one of 

t he Ward boats would t ake a.ll of the newsboys of t he Det roit 

Post, as well as of t he News, whioh Ward had likewise pur cha eed, 

on an excurs i on t o Wyandotte, t he r e to show t hem t he 

Works and the Ward Dry Docks. 

I'd I r on 

It will al ways remain a mystery how Eber Ward Was a.ble 

per sonally to manage t he many enterpri ses in whioh he became 
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interested.. Hi s unoanny ability to select men who unde rstood 

t he busines s and in whom he oould pl a.oe i mpl icit 'trust , is 

only a part of t he answer. For t his fir s t great 1ndu s trialist , 

always kep t in olose contac t with each of his va r i ed ventu res. 

He knew exac,tly what \'19.S going on a t all pOints a t all time s . 

Hi s ability to grasp det a ils was of t en oommented upon, and 

i t wa s t hi s ablli ty whic h enaloled him to carryon. In every 

sense E.b er Wa:rd was Bi g Bu s iness and he l a i d t he f ounda tions 

for even b i gger Big Bu s iness Which VI as yet to come. His 

diversi f i ed inter~stB were, af t er all, interlocked, for each 

fit perfectly into t he patte rn whioh he had cut, eaoh fulfilled 

its mia.sion in the oomprehensiv e whole. Tarif f, gr eenba.oks , 

pol itic s and newspapers, a.ll dovetailed quite natural l y and 

very important l y with m1nes , aild mills, and gl ass , and shi ps, and 

r ailroads. E.ber Wa rd saw and oontrolled the conneoting l inks 

and it was t llis t hat made him great in a f ield of bUsiness 

whioh h ad not ye t been charted • 
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Chapter XIX 

THE HOUSE ON FORT STREET 

Hea.dquarters for the vas t Ward enterprises were locat ed 

in Detroit. Here the pathf inder of Bi g Bu s iness had t wo 

off ioes, one in t he Moffat Build ~,ng and a second on h1s be­

loved :river front . Giles B. Stebb ins, his am::a.nucns1a, held 

f orth 1n the down-tol1n off ice, While, one after another , re­

tired lake captains were enthroned a t t he wat erfront address. 

Gr acing t he rooms in t he Mof f a t building were t ha.t f i r s t s t eel 

r ail, whioh hM. been rolled at CbS.oago, and a huge block of 

silver ore t aken f r om Silver I slet. In these off ices was tbe 

ner ve oenter of the industrial empire . But an atmosphere of 

the l akes pr eva iled at the :river front. No signs of raines, or 

of ml11s, or of factor j.es wer e to be f ound. Anchors from old 

boats, pic tures of The OCean, of the Sal ata l?acket. p..nd of the 

mighty Ketcbum - remini soences of 11fe on t he grl?at lnla.nd watell­

ways - t hese wer e t he t rophies in the river off ioe. lVllile 

frenzi ed f inanoe was discussed on Griswold St r eet, while giant 

1ndustries were planned the re, yarns of lake storms. of ship 

recks, and of brushe s wi th the Ina l ans , domina.ted the talk in 

the rooms on. t he water front. ~fter an especially trying day, 

lt was Eber Ward's cus tom to wander toward the river and there, 

in an atmosphere which remlnded him of a oabi n on one of his 
a 

shi ps J in! room where he was always certain to find a group 

- 294 -
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of his old cronies . he would forget the worries of a mode r n 

ind.u s t r ial world and 1l10uld lose himself i n the memories of t hat 

d i s t ant past when the Mi ddle West was but a wilderness. 

It was well t hat Fiber Wa rd h ad e s tabl i shed t h i s retreat 

on the Detro'. t River for all of hi s days were busy ones Inc1~ed . 

To t he Moffat Building C8..me daily reports of the pr ogres s of 

work in his far-flung pl ants; c a,..l.lle, too, finanoiers ; invent ors, 

sea-faring men. those who sought the aid of the industrialist, 

those who had something t o sell, those who had an i dea. for 

i mn rovement in p roduotion, those who h ad fallen u.pon ev il wa ys 

and who knew t hat Eber Wa rd would belp t hem. All c ame to 

Gri swold street and combined in making e aoh da y a bUsy one. 

Nor d i d Ebe r Wa rd tUrn any of 'them away. He 1:lO'd time 1'or 

all, wnuld li fl ten a t t ent.1vely to every propo sal, aocep t this 

and I'e j ect t hat . It was t h i s ability tl1St made h im c;r eat . And , 

Of a morning , when he eat on the s teps of t h e Moffa t Building , 

reading t he no spaper a s was h1s custom , he was soon EJUrI"ound ed 

by a group of hi s ascoc :!. a t e s and friends . Henry Hai ght, who 

wa s often one of these, remarked that ri1t wasn't al ways clear 

whether Ward t s of:f1ce was in the Moff a t Building or 011 t he 

s t ep s ou.tsi de" . 

While i ron, and steel, and silver, and gla.ss , and ships 

provided Ebor' Wa rd' 8 princ i pal aoti vitie's, he found t ime t too , 

for lesser enterpri se in and around the Detroit area. New 

invent i ons al ways 1ntrigued him, even as had t he experiments­

of Relly and lbsllet. It wo,s in 1871 tha t he hea rd of a new 

type of loom, one wh ich was to revolut i onize t he sp inn i ng in ... 

du stry. With Orrin W. Pott er and A. E. B1esel he purcha sed t he 
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manufacturing rights frrym the inventor. The new loom was sa.id. 

t o oe "a ll. extraordinar y luvant10nll and the n ew corporation 

intend ed to produo e the 100m on a large scale, but · othe r 

mat t e rs were ocollpying Ward' s ::.t t entlon at the time e.nd nothing 

c ame of t he new device, even a s nothing c ame o 'f s cores of 

s imila r inventions whi.ch W<tr d had purcha sed and then p romptly 

negl ec t ed, beoause in praotice t hey .d id not appea r a s sa tisfac tory 

a s be had ant:t.o1p3te~1 ~ 1 

1. Detroit Free Pre s s, Janua ry 7, 1871. 

Hi s b anking interest s brought t he ind~lst1'1 ali st into 

oontaot with \TaTions inS'Luano e companies and We;.rd s oon f ound 

time to serve as a d ireotor of the De tro! t Fire a.nd Mar ine 

I ngu.r a.nce Company, a oompany whioh he bad been in.s t :rumenta l 

in or a:an1 zing .for the pu rpoee of c arrying proteotion f o!: h i s 

many pl an t e and boa ts. 2 

.2 . Detroit Fr ee Pre s ,}, J anu.a.ry 10; 1871. 

< The next s t ep took him i nto the11f e field and in 1870 

his n ame i s found among t he d i r eotors of t he Life Ass ooia tion 

of Amerioa. 

Eber Wa rd 's inter ests in transportati"n wore not oon­

fined to shi p s and r a ll road a. Detroit was expand ing r a.p i dly, 

and bette r f acl1i ties wi thin the city became essential in order 

t hat h i s workers "Tould :find an ea sy means f or reac hing his _ 

shops .. Fort Street wa.s growing into a main thoroughfa re, 

extending a Bo f a r southward a s t he t hriving town of Wyandot t e. 

Woodward Avenue had. become the pr1nM:pa1 east and wes t a rtery • 
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Some means o f t l'ansport a tion would have to be f ound f or: tllese 

t wo i mportant s tree'ts, and 'li.'be r Wa rd pr oposed to f i nd it . I n 

1859 , he seoured permi ss i on from the city counoil to construc t 

a ho:ree-dl"awn r a i l ro!'.d on Woodwa rd St reet, and a f ew yea r s 

l~ter he w~s voted a l'r-clnc l: i s e for For ·t Street. The f i rst 

s t r ee t raill~e.Y8 through Detroi t were thus bull t by Eber H!ard. :; 

----
3. Detroit Fr ee Press , June 11 , 1859; J une 7, 1866. 

Even a.s h i e vd de,-sp l'ead indu s t rial hold inr~8 had fore ed 

War d in t o natbnal poli ti~s, so hi s 10c n1 int erost s for'ced him 

to ente r the Detroit political axena. Always interest ed in 

t axa.tion , Whl.ch he wished t o !:'Jee r educed , it is, na tural th~t 

he ohoulcl be found on the potent Boc r d of Estifllut eo. f. emborsh ip 

on 1:;his body vras b y el ection , and the indu strial ist's popula r-

tty in hie hOlne oi ty i s evid ence d b y t he f ",ct that, a t the elect1m , 

he l ed the M.cket a G a Ulembel' a t l UI'ge . He was likewi se actl ve 

on commI ttees seeking t he i mprovement of Det roit streets. 

l.!odern pe.\ring had no t yet oome into use, and Wa rd reaGoned t ha t 

t he prE>va iling dil't r eads c ould b e vastly i mp roved by the use 

Of wooden blocks , an i dea which was soon put into pr actice on 

ooc1uard and Fort streets . 4 

4. De troit ~ Pre ss, May 11,1871; Si las Farmer ,on.clt.,16l . 
• 

That Eber Brook Ward should become Co staunoh Aoerid\an 
\ 
\ 

patriot was but na tural. Hi c grea..t-grand f a t he r had b een k~lled 
1\ 

in the Revolution; his fathe r & ld uncle h~ lost t heir boat and 

t heir business during the War of 1812; pe rsonally he h~d be-~ 
perha.p A tbe gr ea t e s t tn:fluence in p opularizing the Mi (ldt'e V1~s\t 

, 1 t 

and in changing the economy of the section from agricu1ttu re ! to 

", . :l·~· I " 
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indu stry. He f'e1 t tha t t he West wa e hi s countI'Y. He had done 

much to make it s trong. He woul d do what he could to pro-

t ect it. So i t ~l a El tha.t Oommodo r e P~l'ry wa s 011e of his f a-vor-

i t e a, a nd a. p lcill1'e of thi s hero hung i n the l ake- f r'ont of f i ce. 

IIfha n , in 1858 , i t was decided to s tage a Pe r ry 'victor y c elebra tion 

in put-in':"Bay , Eber Ward i 8 f ound a s one of the most ac tive 
n 

oommi ttee members, flmc ti*ng as honora ry vice- p r es i den t on the 

day of' t he observa nce , and l i s ted as one of the heavies t con­

t rihu tors. 6 

5. Det r oit Fr ' e Pres s , Deoember :31, 1858. 

The Four th of July was al ways an i mportant day f or Eber 

'·' '' I'd and h i s fami l y. The spac i ou s home on. Fo r t s t z'ee t wa s 

thrown o ry en to the public , and auoll fi r eworks a s CQuld be pro­

cur ed , were d i splayed f or the edifica.tion of t he crowd . A l a r ge 

oannon was made in t he Wyandotte s hop s ,and when 1. t s roa.r was 

hea rd in Detroit , t he r esidents knew t hat t he Fourth was aga in 

being observed b y t he i ndus trial i st. It was Ward's belief t hat 

t he day shOUl d 'be ooserved as a community event,and he launched 

a m0W'vement for a oity-wi de fes tiva.l in Detrq.ott. With a few 

of hi s weal t hy fri ends, he footed the b11ls ; and the oi ty had 

what was p robably the first oommuni t y Sane Fourth ob se rvanoe 

in t he United s t a t es. 6 

6. Detro! t Fre e f r ess , June 11,. 1859 •. 
. ) 

It was during t he Ci vil War t hat Eber 'Ward 'was enahled 

to give fUll pl ay to his pa triotic emotions. Hi a shop s were 

busy with war orders, and Ward was making money, making so much 
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money t hat he was to emerge a s one of t he r iche s t men in the 

c ountry afte·l' t he conflict. But:\' t oa nno t b e sai d that this 

-ao t oolored hi e pat r i oti sm , for he had a l way s been a leader 

i n an t na 'UonalistiC movemen t. Repea t edly he u r ged T' r e s i dent 

Li ncol n to emancipato the (~laves and , desp1 t e t he tf cop ;.H3 r -heads ': 

;'10 had made his own po s:\. tion clea r b y employing negro es in his 

indu stries and paying t hem ~bhe same wage scale r eceived b y the 

wh1 t e wOl'ker s.. It i s s a i d t hat he printed tons of adverti s ing 

matter favoring emancipation and p r eaching the doctrine of 

equal ity, tons o f ma te r i al , p :cepal'ed a.t his expense and distribu ted 

t hr ough his shop s and i ndu str ies. Ebel' Broc k iVa:.:-d was help ing 

t he Union war ef f ort. 7 

7. ~ Scran ~J Burton Coll ection. 

There was a. str ::ng "copper-hea d" sentiment in ·the Detroit 

area and. enl istments were at a low ebb . To st i mulat e ::ecrul t lng, 

oitizens collec t ed a fund f rom which boun 't i e s w,ere pai d to t hose 

·,ho volun t eered f or servic e in the a rmed fo rc es . l':bc .l' War d 

headed t he l 1et of cont ributors with a d onati on of $1 , 500. Fr om 

the f und t hu s COllec t ed e ,'wl1 soldi er was to r eceive a b onus of 

f i f t y doll a r s . But despite t his ind1.lcement, enl i stments l agged, 

and Wa rd , t h :r:ough newspaper adverti sements and circula r s, 

adTloc a ted the e.doption of d 1'3St l c me thod s. He sugge .sted t ha t 

all i ndu s tries be clo sed down and t hat , "ben t hey we r e re. 

opened , only workers with fami lies and t ho s e ove r t he :f i ghting 

age , b e h l :red. I n ~~hi s manner , h e reasoned , a l l othel'S would 

b e fo rced t o enlist OT s t a rve. 'l'his ingenious mo t hod :ror 

i nc r easing en11 stments was n ot r eceived with favor by t he p eople 
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of Detro1t" and led t o an a ttempted mobbing of t he 1ndu 3trialist. 8 

B Ibid . - -
. 

The Detr oit; s i ·tua·~ion was much like t hat which p revailed 

elsenrhere. Voluntal'Y enli stmen ts ';i1~.re no t p J:oducing the required 

f i ghting fo rces and Congress enao t ed t he draf t l aw. Fu nds from 

which boun. t i ef.; c !)uld be pa i d weI'e no l onger r equired. Li ncol n 

Was get t i ng as many men a s t he army n eeded. 

Dul' i ng 'tIle ea rly days of the wa l' t he r e was al wa.ys a question 

of whet'be r Engl and would al ign hel'self wi t il the cott on of the 

Sou t h 01' with the wliea t of lih e N_orth. F Ol' a time i t appea red 

a s t hough t h e Sou't h would be able to consun~te an all i a no e 

i th the Bri ti sl1. Fear spr ead t lll'ongh t he Nor th t hat in such 

an event an invasion from Canada m1gh't follow. Any such a t t ack 

across t he Detroit and St. Cl a ir Rivers would prov e a simple 

mi l l t a ry oper a tio1i.) i n t he opinion of Ebel' Wal'd. Thc l'e was 

no de fense in t he d i s t r i ct , noth ing t o stop an i nvader. While 

Detr oiters worried about t he p r o &peotlve inva sion, Eber Wa rd 

d etermi n ed to act. Single hand ed he p r oceeded to r a i se an a.rmy 

for the defense of the City. Bel le I Ble t'\ppeal ed to h i m a.s a 

sui t ab le 8i te fo r fortif ioa t ions . He decided to l)Uild entrenOh-

menta t here, and to mount Ordl;1allCe . Men we re needed to con­

struct these fortli lc at l onS) a1Hi Ward adverti sed in a ll Michigan 

newspapers , offe ring t wo dolla rs a day to all who would come to 

Bell e I sle and join his a r my of defense . Two dollars a. d ay was , 

in 1863 , a high 'l.ra ge , but it was se t It in t he hope that 1 t wi 11 

s ecure suf f icien t men i mmed i a t e lyl! . 9 

9. Detroit ~ Pre ss, November 13 , 1863. 
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'rhp. shrewd a.nd pat r i .ltio ~'ia:r:d eli-trust ed the t a 8lt of 

securing workers t o no subord ina t es. He de t ermined to i nter ­

view eOYery Elan whom he h.ired in ol'der to b e· c crt a in t hat eve ry 

man whom he emp l oyed >1as a loya l Itme r ican. In add i tion , he 

S1..1';') Tvised ev e r y pl~l'.i.I;;e of ccn s "' ructiol1. Defending t he Hi ddle 

4ieo t :va.s a seri ou6ma.tti:H'. I t was a t ask t ha. t cou.ld not b e 

ent rul:Jted to others .. 

The VI'o r k of fortifying the li t tle i lJ l c.nd proc eeded r ap idly. 

:li' i r s t t he t:reus wore felled on the oida f ue ing Canada , and 

ere per u! t ted to r emain al ong t he shote VJhe:i:'(! t hey f ell , t heir 

branc hes fmlCti onin~ muoh as ba rbed wil-e C:ocs today i n r et arding 

an a t tack i ng force. Dehin<i t he fallen tree s a l arge cle ' ring 

waH prepax'ed in 01"<1er tha t tho cuany might b(! compl otely exposed 

hile hdvanclng. BByond the clearing , e arth- wOl:ks ¥Jere t hrown 

up and rif l e pi t s :ce aug. On an eleva t1011 on the fJouth end 

of the i sland , c on ~"er~ inst;:)l l ed~ and lJ."ber l':a ;::d , on f orti f ied 

Belle lale , W8!3 r oady 1:01: the gl ish i nvarr:lon fl' ~t"l Cl1-nada . 10 

10. Ibid -" 
But the threa tened inva s i on never mat er i alized becallse 

heat f or the workers of England proved more i mportant t han did 

cotton for t he mills. The Bri tish made no all i ance wi t h t he 

south and t he Detroit and s t. Cl ai r rivers r emained as peaceful 

· .. ·.d quiet as ever. 

As bef itt ed t he wealthi e s t man in t he Mi ddle We st, Eber 

ard bu1lt a ver i t able man s ion fo r his lar ge fe~ily on Fort 

s tree t. Locat ed in a heavily wooded area, t wo blocks in extent, 
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t he h ome >las for hlany years the s how pl ace of Detroit . Five 

s tories in heigh·t, t he edifice towe red above. every other 

struc ture i n t he ne i ghborhood, and wi 'thin it s wa.lls 

were to be .found &11 of the oonven i ences t llen known to the 

c ivilized \Vo r ld. The main antran.ne and the r ecep t i on r oolUs 

were loca t ed on t he seaonr1 fl(l Ql~ which was appl'oac h ed b y t wo 

sets of s t a irs pl s-o ed l.mde r an imposing f acade . Parlors , a 

l arge banquet hall; a ~7eJ.l equi 1=-ped k1 tehan , and an offic e for 

the man of t he house , were to b e f ound. on tll~S f l oor , while 

a large 'ball r oom oocupied tl1e t h ird :floor where t here was 

also a lit l'a ry and an art room. G·u est .s wer e housed on the 

:Hoor e above; and the Ei e rvant8 ' quarters , l'eceiving rooms and 

the like , we re l oo ... t ed under the fo..oade em tho first f loor. 

Annexed t o this show place was a. l arge conservatory in 

wh1ch t he p roud owne l· r a.l sed some of the r a.rest plante. His 

niece , Ml '8. Qu imby , reoalls ol'e.:nt;ss, and 181110nS , and grapes, 

t hat rip ened in t hi s CCl1.SeI·vt: ... tory ; and she l'emem06Ts , too ., a. 

banana tre e ; th. frol t of whio h never l'ipened. Shrill 
( 

re the 

cl'ies of the Ward n1ece f3 and. nephews when they were permitted 

to pluok s ome of the f ruit from 'chi s Cfli1 fJ e:rl ira. to'!'y oroha rd. 

Ii. hug€! ba.r'n wa.s erected in the yard , f or }::ber Ward, a s did 

most men of tha:t da.y , loved hors es . The I'a ~ere al ways a dozen 

or more thoroughb l~eds in h i B s t ables. lIiothing pleas ell t he 

mill i ona ire more than when one of his horses won a. r a.ce in 

the oontests whioh were so often. a r r anged. To the s e r ac es all -

comers wer e invi t6Q. , and i t 1s record ed t ha t the horse of some 

lowly l C1borer won 'lIlore often tha i·l d i d the pampered entries of 

the mi ll ionaires • 

. ';' ... ', :,.:: ~! ': - ~; ..... ' 
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Eber 'i'i a rd ' 8 inte :rost i n flower's and i n the :l'.'are S'pe-.:!imen which 

were to be f ljund in hi s cons erva tory , were r(lore than a r ich man's 

>'l:i i m or boast. Tho 8t eel ll'l8€;IHlt e haj. been, int e r ested in plant 

li f e .f r om t ha t uny when uncl e 3a.muel had b l'ought the f i rst fruit 

'tree s to t ho s t,. Clair . 'rb.e Ward gaI'd6n ~1's tVC1'/') al wa ys 8xperiment­

ing wi"t!:, some !le~ speo ie J and F1:ed Van Alstyne of 'tyandotte 

r elates '~hat Ward t :returning f r om a trip to Eu t ope where i"or 

the f i l's ·t t i me he h:;.d seen sugar b ee"ts, r/as co t hril10d tha t he 

brouc,rht b ack 80rue b ee t seed t 11ao. And l'e\v Folge r p l an t and cu1 tlva te 

it , a nd ac hi e'Vc:Q excell ent r e sul ts. It 1 8/assertecy'in Detroi t 

t ha.t thece wer e the fh's'ii s'uga,l' b6e,ts r ai.8e<1 in iimel'i(;a. 

Ebe :.:' Vial'ci. , W}lO h ad hever en j oyed sch001 ir~g , ns'Vc r thelesB 

collen t ed t he f ines t books Of t be <lay for h i s l i bra l:Y and 

attenp'ted the fi r s t Mi dwest colleotion of art obj ec t s . The 

Enoyclop edia. Bri t tGl-11. ica r anked 111g11 i.n Ward I ~ c Gt imatl onj and 

hi e f :d .. l:mds of ton fotmd him p our ing over some vol ume (,) f this 

ork . He ):c , he ll s ed to s ay , he oould find in 00r.11)2.ot form the 

t h il1g5 ho would llave l e a r ned in E,chool had lw b een p r1vil t)ged 

to a t tend on6. Alli son's Hi s to ry 2£ Eu r ope a.nd Lippinoott' 9 

Gaze 't teer 2! the World we:ce two el,fldl t tnn a.l books i n his library 

whi ch he thumbed liberally whenever he f ound time. In the 

col lection , t oo , OQuld be found '(;lla work s of Irving, Parker ," 

Gwedenborg t an<l soo ,J;~C S of' othe:r:'s. In the art room " Ulany f ine 

ori g i nals wer e hung , works of a rt which f rom 'time to time were 

available . for inspeo tion b y the general public. 11 

--,------------"----.- ... _-"-
llr Owen vs. Potter~ Tes timony, 751. 
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n tho clC casion of his .s i xt i e th bir thday ., Wa r d ' s fr i ends 

deuided to add an ol'iginal of t he indu!;J t ;ri A.liwt ·to the a.r t 

cOllection. . Jam.es 11. Stanley had l1l.:1.de a c ountl'y- wi de reputation 

b y hi s portrait pa i ntil1gw of t Ile AmA l' lC ;Jfl Ind i an and s eveu.u 

p i ec €iS 01' his 't'1o:r'l:: hi":ii hec:m hunc; in the Smi t hGon16.J). 1n 8ti tute. 

The rankin;; ar"iii s t i n t he Un! t .e.d s t ,:; t es ~Ou.ld be nnne "t oo good , 

~3aid Aunt Emil y, to do the portrait of her b r other . She 

COll t :r i bu'!;ed a 'thousand dolla :t6 tm7a.rd. the GO ut of t he pa i n ting , 

hile Capt a in GOJd:tic h , T. G. i3ttl1 i l'l , Orti1'l "; . Potter and J . J . 

Hagerman . all a s socldt €u "kith om~ or the other of tl 

enterpri ses , oontributed somewha t lesser amount s . 

he b i rthday pa rty was mle t ha.t De t roi t ~a,a to 

~'1 a.rd 

ememb er 

d d i scuss I o r rl'Jany a d ay_ The li'o ,c t Street ma:n. sion wa.s f illed 

with ests. Tbe portra i t was h<.mg behind 'the wi de doubl e. doors 

Of on e of the d r a.7dng l'oOt1!S. ! ,t t18.<1 b ti en r0\) l'oduc ·Bd from 

p ictlll'C f tl .. ,'. i lldus tl"ial ist and 1i:b el· i'Jr,trd '?las unawa re of i t s 

e~J, ,, tence . Sp oc ial gaB light s ll¢).d been in s t a l l ed fQX the 

oooa.s i on b y s i s te r Emily, and when the doubl e di)ors we re t hrown 

open., the 1 1£e- 8i2oe port l'a i t of Ward , lighted by t he glare of 

the ga.s light s, brought a gasp of aat on i p.b.men t j':'rolli those 

a ssembled and , r:epor tied a Dc t ro i t paper , "i'lptBln Ward f o·1' once 

i n h i s li f e gave 'vi s ible tok.ens of 'being iTL a melting mood lt • 12 

--~--~~~~~-------~---~,~- --~--

12. Detroit Fr(~ e f res s, December 27, 1871. 

In a frame of wood , ove r l a i d Wi ·t }1i gold l eaf ; ap t::.ea r ed y i n 

full s i ze, t he portra.i t of Zb er · Broc k Ward , dwarfhlg 'tile b ack­

ground wh ioll pre sented a. kaleidoscop io r evieW of h i e ac tive life, 

and which had been ingeniously worked in by artist At anley. The 

, -:.,.', :"':.~-'!.~:.' "'~'> .... 



picture was six feet wi de and nine feet high. The-"e, in the 

background , wer e t he Newport marshes wi th a 11 ttle boy t rapping 

muskra ts; t here,too, was the l i ghthouse at Bois Blanc in which 

Ward had been assisting hi s father for a short per i od. A small 

l ad in a fi shing smack r ecal led the days when young Eber spent 

h is leisure fishing on the s t. Ola ir. And t l1e r e was a p icture 

of Emily, floating down the river on a. r aft which was tied to­

ge ther with strips of cl othing. But dwarfing all but t he f igure 

of the 1ndu s triali s t, were scenes of equt-1ment for boats; 

mRchine ry for f ac tor ies, hou ses f or workers, and the mills a t 

Wyandott e and at Ohicago. It wa s all a. stupendous spectacl e. 

one t hat r e tolr1 the active and varied l ife of Eber Br oc k Ward. 

Today t he portra it hangs in the state Oapitol at Lansing. 

Yacht-racing vied with hor se r acing in £bel' Ward's 

l e isure-time pursuits. He had b een in competition with hi s sail 

boa t s and with his s t eamers; and now; as he grew older, he was 

oon t ent to r ace hi e yachts on t he J .. ake St. Ol air oourse . There 

~as al ways a sub s t antial wager pl aced on a l l of . these con t es ts , 

for t h i s man . who wa.s never known to utt~r a vulga r word . and 

'ho had never t a s t ed a drop of liquor, was a gambler in hi s 

r eorea tion a s he was in his bu s ines s. In or der to be near 

hi s yaohts, he had a summer home on Lake St. Olair. a summer 

home wh ich was only slightly les s pretentious than hi s town 

house . It appear s to ha.ve been oha r ac te r i stic of these early 

mil l i ona i r es to a ttempt to establish their worth to t he oom"" 

muni ty by erecting expensive, ornate mansions. Ebe r \'Ia rdwas 

doing in his Mi ddle West what J ay Oooke and others of Me a kind 

had done in the East . 

·':.'·'·:;><-h., 
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So l ar ge an e stablishmenias the Wards were maint a i ning 

naturally required a score of servants. Jess ie Barnett was the 

l ady hired f or the pu rpose of ove rseeing t he househol d. Her 

functi ons i ncluded t he empl oying of all r equired help, the Dlan­

n i ng of meals, and , often , the r earing of t he Ward ohildren. 

J1m Barnett, who had been employed at Wyandott e and who had 

lost hi s vOice, was t he coachman, and was l1k'ewi ss in charge of 

the outdoor help. · W'hen Mr. and Mrs. Eber Ward rode i n state 

behind a pair of t he f i nest horses in t he Mi dwest, J i m Barnett 

handl ed the reins. 

Those who lived in t hat mansion on Fort Street were far 

from happy. When Ward , in 1838, took Mary McQueen f or hi s wife, 

he was a poor but amb1 tlous lake captain on one of his uncle 

Samuel' s sh1ps. He never ca r ed f or married life, would perhaps, 

as he oft en sai d , never have married if his fri ends had not 

urged him on. Seven children issu ed f rom tha t marri age, f ive 

of whom were to outlive t heir f a ther, a father who sc arcely knew 

t hem because hi s bus1ness t ook him away from home so much of the 

t1me. Fi rst it was hi s shlpping, later his industries, t hat 

called him to d i stant parts of the Middle west. The children 

gr ew to adulthood without the benefit of a ra ther' B guidance • . 

This ahort-coming the indu strial i st tried to 'offset by keeping 

his f amily liberally supplied with f unds, a practice which made 

the mother' a t ask no easier since the children always had what 

they want ed when they wanted it. Both his ch11dren and his ­

wife became strangers to Eber Ward and , in 1869, Mary MCQUeen 

Ward sued for and received a d ivorce from ltber ward, t hen a t the 

. ': ... :. ;"-:''-'i -: ,: .. 
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height of hie c ar ee r . 

While vi s iting a t Conneaut , which at one time had b een 

home to Eber rd , he me t Ca the r ine Lyon, . niece of Sena tor 

Benjamin Wade. Cat herine was t wenty- seven years Old a t the time, 

hile Eber \"la rd was thirty years he r senior. Despite t hi s d if­

ference in ages , an a ttrac tion developed and , t wo months aft er 

~ary Mc q,u e en had received her divorc , Cather ine Lyon beoame the 

second Mr s . Ward. The mansion on Fort s t r eet had a new mistress , 

one who soon showed the people of Det roit t hat she knew wha t 

there was t o know about enter t a ining as well as about spending 

t he money which her hUsband provided so l avishly. 13 

13. Owen vs Potter , R~'Ord , 7, 351 ; Thomas Lyon, Tes t i mony , 277. 

Mary MoQ.Ue en Ward , whom"Aunt Emllylt described as a ne r vous , 

exei t able woman ., had b een ill f or many years and passed awa y 

shor tly after securing he r divoroe. The five children b y t hat 

marriage oon tinued to live in the Fort s treet home whe r e t hey 

lre re j oined by t wo add i t ional ohi l dren born to Eber and Ca. t herine 

a rd .• 

Hi s children neve r reaohed the heights whj,oh t heir father 

had wished and planned f or t hem. It was h1.8 hope t hat t hey would 

be a.bleto c axry on t he indu stries which he had founded , and so 

extensive was his empire, t hat be hoped to pl ace e a.c h ohild in 

cha.rge of some one industry. But t hat was not to be . Several ' 

of the ohildren apDeared inep t. Ij'Or eder1ck oorom! tted aulc i de. 

·I::ienry had. no intere s t in business. Net the r had mos t of t he 

others. Only in Cha rle s di d Eber Wa rd find hope. Charl es Was 

placed in the Second Na tional Bank in Detroit a t a s al a ry ?~d 

-' . :,.>t ·l o, .;. 
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bonus of fifteen hUndred dollars a year . . For one year E.ber 

Ward. was happy and p roud, f or Charles was doing well a t t he 

bank~ aut when the time Was uP t Oharl es oollected his f i fteen 

hundr ed dollars , r esi gn.ed hi s position, and , is sai d to have 

spent h i s earnings wi t hin thr ee months . 14 

14. Owen VB. Pot ter, Emily Wa rd , Tes timony, 1046. 

Once again Ebe r Ward tried. Again he s e t Charles up in 

bus iness, but again the young man f a11ed. The f a ther became 

ut t erly di sgusted, re~lsed to pay the billS, gave up al l hope 

of turning the reins of his bus i nees over to some member of his 

family. None of the sons was oapable of carrying on. Sa id 

Ebe r "'ard to Bronson , "lay boys will never desi r e anything but 

f as t horses, a paper kite, and me t o f urni sh t he money. II 15 

15. Ibid. 

Eber Brock Ward, who had b ee,n succes sful in every bus ine ss 

endeavor, could not make a suc ce ss of his fam1ly life. He 

had spent more than $150 , 000 in an eff ort to establish his 

child ren and he had f ailed. He now did the only thing there was 

l ef t to do. He set asi de a SUIlt of money for t heir wel f a re, and 

arranged it so tha t they r eceived only a stipula t ed amount each 

month. 

H1s children by hi e second wife were too young to share 

1n the bus lne'sa during t he i ndustrialist's lif e . Eber Jr. was 

t o 'become a manu t urer , but never one to equal his 11lus tr1oua 

father. Hia rlaue;hter Cla.ra 11 ved fo r years , spend ing t he, Wa xd 

• ~ : .. :. A _ .~ ., .' ~i ....... " 
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mill i ons in Europe , marry i ng fir s t a title and t hen a gypsy 

nrus1clan , and r epeatedly nlt~k lng t he hea.dllnes 1nthe sensa tional 

p r e ss of America. Theme Vlere none in the i mmedia te fami l y to 

carry on t he wo rk of Ebex' Viard. 

More for tuna te wa s t he empire builde r with his rel a tives. 

Or r in ~1 . Potter , c'ou e i n and p roduct of " Aunt', 11y's" sChool, 

was from t he f irs t one of Eber War d ' s trusted employees . He 

f i rst managed t he No cth Chicago mill and lat er became Pr e s i dent 

of the enl.?.r ged Chica.go steel group . Ol'rin' s b rother J ohn was 

in c ha rge of t he v10rk at Wyandot te , while Thoma.s R. and J ohn 

B. Lyon, brothers o f the sec ond Mr s . Wa rd , p roved excellent 

bus ines smen. The fir s t named sup ervised. and managed t he l al'ge 

l umb er hold i ngs on the Sa.ginaw and a t Lud ington , whi le John 

ma.na.ged the mills a t Toledo. But t hat was all . For the 

r ema i nder of his trusted employees Eber Ward was forced to 

depend \lDOn h is old shi p c apt a ins , or upon nell.' men , whom he 

eleoted with metioul ous oare and al l of whom developed into 

high grade executive.s . 

Wa r d ohairf1 e s oame to b o known throughout t he Mi ddle West. 

'~erever there was su ffering, Eber Wa rd took the lead i n or­

ganizing rel ief c ommittees, in makine cont r ibutions, and in 

eXhorting others t o do likewise. Hi s ohari t i es were not local 

in na tur e. but oovered suffering in all seotions of the globe. 

So it was t hat when the pota t o famine ca'lsed muoh ha rdshi p in 

Ireland dur1ng t he sixties , Ward , whose anc estors had 'b een in 
\' 

I rel and , organized a commit t ee in Detroit for t he purp~ise of 

r aisi np. r elief funds . 16 'i' 

"'\ 
16. Detroit ~ Press, April 4 , 1863 . 

\" \ 

'\ 
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And atter the great Ohioago tlre. when Mrs. O'L.eary·a 

mythioal cow was charged w1th startIng the contlagration by 

kioking over a lantern,. Eber Ward was agaIn 1n the vanguard 

w1th a donat10n ot $5000 tOJ" the Oh1oago sutterers. Atter 

B1smarok had humbled the Frenoh; and there waa a shortage ot 

tood 1n Franoe, It was Ward who headed the l1at ot Detroitera 

who contr1buted to allevIate that suttering. 17 

17. Detro1 t !:!:.!! Preas, February 14,. 1871; Ootober 10, 1871. 

Th1s ph1lanthropist's activ1tIes extended beyond the 

mak1ng ot tinan01al oontrlbut10ns. aesldes provlding the 

annual outlng tor h1a newaboY8, Ward seoured a bu11dlng 1n 

oentral Detroit whl0h was to aeMe aa a newaboys' olub. Here 

he 1n8talled a tlne gymnalium, ample Ihowers, reading ~Olll, 

and oomplete ta0111t1e8 tor the oarl'1'J"s ot the 01ty. tor boYI 

who worked on the Ward papers as well as tor those who worked 

tor h1s r1vals. Hls Interest In youth was further evI4enoed 

when learnIng that the organ1zat10n was to be diapoisessed 

beoaUI. ot laok ot tunds, he lublor1bed .25,000 toward the 

purohaa. ot the Young Men's Soolety bul1dlng. The Young Men 

were thus assured of thelr headquarters. 18 

18. DetroIt Fre. Pre~s. Ootober 7, 1866; 'ebruary 19, 1872. 

Eml1y Ward" the slster who played 80lmportant a part 

1n her brother', 8uooes., was now 11v1ng 1n a splendid home 

41reotly aOJ"Q88 the atreet trom the Ward mandon. Although ahe 

had glven up her lohool 1n Mar1ne C1ty 1n order to be neat" 

her brother, her Interest 1n eduoation did not lag. Sh. be-

":';"':' :;;.,1.): :, ; 'i"..; 
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came active in the founding of t he Mic.higan Ii'emale Colle~e 

a t Lansiuf17 a nd Eber Ward, as well as his a ssoc i a te John Owen , 

became a l·cm.1lar cont ributor to t his newest "'"anture. 19 

19. Hi s to.rv Q! st . C1 '3i1' County, Michi gan Hi storical Colleo­
tion. VI , a 8'5. . 

Nor d i d Eber Ward negl ect the chur ches . Hi mself a Uni t­

a rian, he was exceedingly l ib e r al mi nded and a i ded. a.ll denom­

inati ons with a lav i sh ba.nd. Because he evinced a keen interest 

in spiri tuali em , a cult which was in great vogu.e a.t t he time , 

there we re those who charged hi m with being a sp i r t tuallst . 

There is no proof t hat such was the Case. In di sou s sing spi r it­

ual i sm with his s i st er Emily, be r emarked : 

"A sp irit in the body is better than 
one out of the body in all business 
t ransactions. Anyone who re l ies 
upon the represcn-ta tion of sp i r t ts 
wi ll b e ruined financially. There 
are as many l i ars on "the other s i de 
as there a re here. fl 20 

20. OWen ·\T8 . Potter , Emi l y Ward , Testimony , 10aS. 

One day, while d i scussing t he subj ect with his pastor, 

~ev. Calvin Stebbins, Ward mentioned a particularly well 

known spi r itual ist and commented t hat "he is a ''I1onderful 

med ium and a wonderful liar. " 21 

r:~l . O\ven Ve. Potter , Calvin Stebbins ;Tes ·timony , 1048 

He 'e was ampl e answer fol" those who attemp t ed t o belitt le 

the gr eat i ndustri al ist. Whi le he was always searching for 

more information, he was a bard realist who deoided eve r y 

,::~'{~~::'~:' ,', ·.·,~·:;-:;,t-t·; ;, 
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luestion upon its mari ts. 

Though not a r egular church. a t tendant, he d id contribute 

l iberally to all of the' ohurohes in t l1e -towns whi.oh surrounded. 

h1s i ndustries. At Cryst al C1 ty , to which pl ace he brought 

Illany Engli sh gl ass- makers " he establ i shed an Epi scopal i an 

Ohurch direo t ly across the s t reet f rom the works . The Chuxoh 

is func tioning today and is unique in that i t i n still company 

owned. At Wyandotte, Ward donat ed land for fi~e di fferent 

churches ; and a.t Mi lwaukee, he provided lots for Ca.tholio and 

Protestant ohurches al i ke . 

A severe 'task ':"maker wasEber Br ook VIaI'd , but he was liber­

al i n hi s donat i ons to cbarities and to wor thy organi zations . 

The i dea of establishinn: trust funds to carryon phil anthropic 

work had not yet been adopt ed b y r ich men , but the grea t 

indUstrialist, in his OW'll way , d.etermi ned. what he t1Qnsidered 

d-aserving Ca.uses and contributed a large share of h1 s wpa l th 

to their support • 

. ' ,".':\~ :":;~_-l.": ;" ;--.. :::"< .. ~.";~:.. 



Chapter XX 

DEATH Il~TERRUPTS 

e1' Brock Ward , despite the v i gor with which he purmled 

his var i ed a.c tivities, was never a healthy man. The mal aria , 

hich he had contracted in t he St . Cla ir marshes in his child­

hood , had weakened a.n otherwise strong constitution. The great 

industri alist knew well h i s physic al ehortcomings but pa i d 

scant a t tention to them. He believed that it was his destiny 

to ~ive of t he best t hat was in him as l ong as he was able. 

Beyond t hat it was not for him to plan. 

He considered the industrialization of t he Mi ddle West 

his par ticular mis sion in life , and he followed t hat mi ssion 

r el entlessly in good days and in bad. By the close of the 

Civil War his hopes h ad b een realized. The Ii ttle, scattered 

vil l ages hich had been conf i ned to t he shoreline of t he Great 

Lakes - his Great Lakes - had grown to prosperous cities. New 

comtmlllities had sprung up in t he hinterland, new settlements 

which p rovided the fa.rm produce r eqUired b y t he densely popula.ted 

cities, new set t l ements which, in turn, were clamoring for the 

manuf ac tured articles which wer e coming f rom t he gr owing in­

dUstries in the c1 t i es. He re was a b alanced economy, sa i d Eber 

Ward, an eoonomy t hat would make the Middle West the most pro­

ductive and mos t prosperous sec tion of t he great United s t ates . 

_ 313. -
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Becau se his was so i mport ant a role in t he development 

of the north-cent ral part of the country , Eber Ward oan be 

pa rdoned f or the pride .which he took i n i t . Repeat edly he would 

call attent ion t o t he harmoni ous r el a t ionshi p eXi sting bet ween 

f 'ctory and f arm. He had watched it al l grow f rom a wilderness , 

and he cal l p.d i t good. The sati sfacti on which he f elt in his 

soul shown t hr ough a t al k he deliver~d in Mad i son in 1868. 

II I h.'lvesa.iled along t he wild shores 
of your then new ter r itory, l and ing 
at Milwaukee when a f ew rude oab ins 

er e t he pi t i f ul beginni ngs of wha t 
i s now a l a r ge and beautiful 01 t y. 
I l anded f lour i n a small boa t lying 
at the mouth of the Chicago River 

when t here wer e only a few houses, a 
ruinous warehous e . an old fort , and 
a mi serable so-o al led hotel, on the 
open pr a i rie , where now ri ses anoth­
er gr eat city. I have al ways been 
gl ad of the se my toils and trials, 
s inc e t hey earned me t he privilege 
of s omewha t apprecia ting t he l abor­
i ous lif e of the p i oneer. 1t 1 

1 . Ebe r Ward , Speech , MS. ,Wi sconsin Hi s torioal Socie t y. 

The l i f e of the p ioneer had been the lif e of Eber Ward. 

He mi ght have added t hat he had seen the same transfor mation 

at Tol edo, a t Det r oit, at Cleveland , and a t many other Mi dwe s t 

points. He had grown up with the country, had done his part 

in di r ecting t hat gro"Vth. And he had done t hat beoau se he could 

live no other way. Indi f f erence found no pl aoe in his life , 

nei t her did indolence. He had to be ac tive in order to be 

satisfi ed . He was a builder. To Orrin Pot t er he wrote at 

t he time t he f i r s t s t eel was being roll ed : 

'.',' ~::;:.,,f_!.,,;,_ ···'l~...;;~~' ~ .... '-
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Ifl want to be busy in aome decent and 
ttseful way, and when the time oomes 
that I can no l onger ryork wi t h hand 
or brain, I pray t hat my life on 
earth may e e3.se . it 

2. Eber Ward Scrap Book , Buxton Oollection. 

And busy he was t hroughout his life wi t h both hand and 

brain, busy in bringing oivilization to a wilderness . 

er Wa.rd t s time came all too soon, came when he was a t 

t ll€ very helghtof h is power . It was during 1869 that he was 

in llew York in conneotion with one of his business ventures . 

Mr s . Ward bad accompani ed hi m on t he tri p in order t hat plea.sure 

mi ght be comb ined with business. The bus ines s wa s oompl e ted, 

but t he pl e'asure had to be f or egone since t he gr eat i ndustrialist 

suff ered So seve re attack of erYSipelas... As soon as pOSSible , 

Mr s . Ward re turned to Detroit wi t h her husband , but they had 

no sooner reached home t han he was felled by a t hrombosis while 

sitting qui etly in his drawingroom. It was there hi s wi fe 

f ound h im and fot three week.s be lay in bed , one s i de of h is 

body oompl e tely para.lyzed. hi s faoe di storted , his voice gone·. 

Leading doctors in Detroit s tood by. "Aunt Emily" came f rom 

her home across t he s t reet to bleed her brother . Recovery set 

in slowly. For the better part of that year be remained an 

inval id , his muscles u seless , his speech thick. But gradually 

be rega.ined hi s full powers., and bee ame agakl t he ma.n of i ndust ry. 3 

3. Qv:ren ve. Po t t er, Emi l y ' a rd , Tes t i mony, 1079 j 281. 

Through it all Eber Ward was the most pati ent of sufferers . 

Clean living habits and a s t rong phys i que helped him through 

". ~. ':";~. :~:-l·l."'i;~ "y. ;::. ~.;. 



hi s illness , made hi m as f i t 

recognized the symptoms , knew 

v .... v ... 

ever. Real ist that he was , he 

that his life was now doubly 

uncert ain. He was thankful t hat there wa.s time to plaoe his 

hou se i n order , and to Jacob Howard" bis old assooiate and 

confidant , he e ..r'",) I'essedthe philosophic t hought, "If I have 

got t o ~·)Ut out I may as well f ix matters uplt . 4-

4. Owen ve. Pot ter, Orr in W. Pot ter , Testimony , 1041 . 

But 
, 

e1' Ward s an of life s to oontinue beyond the 

period r equired merely to Itf ix up matters·~ ,. He soon qame to be 

hi a old self and plunged i nto ~ork as heavily as before. I t 

as af t er t his illness that he enlarged his Mi lwaukee a.nd 

Chioago steel plants and built the pl a te glass factory in 

i saouri. He was still the builder . He could not s top. He 

QuId keep going until death cal led him. 

I t was in 1874 that the Lake SUperior Iron Company fi~st 

approached '"Ia.rd "11 th an offer to purcha.se his 11ew Enel and mine, 

· ... hioh was ad jacent to 1 ts own hold i ngs. The panio had denleted 

d's reserves, fo r during the dark period of 1873 and 1874 

he had not shut aown his plants but bad kept them open in order 

t hat hi s fai thful workers mi ght not s t arve. He had issued 

t housands of dollars of hi s 0 scrip wbioh would have to be 

redeemed. The sal e of the Ne England uld provide the casb 

""hloh be required, and s ince the mine was not i mportant t o his 

steel i nterests , he determi ned to sell. 

The New Enttland was a separ ate organ1~ation, in no way 

connected with any of hi s other ventures. To purchase it, he 

had affiliat ed hi mself wi th J ohn M. Forbes and J ohn" W. Brooks. 

.·.'.> :Jl·~:i:;.~- "'{~~':~., ~: 
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_:n.uer Ward hel d s lightly lesa than ,one- half the stock) and because 

of t his f act he required the sanc t i on .of either Forbes or Brooks 

t o compl ete t he sale • . But the mi ne had been a paying propos1 tion 

and neither of the par t ne rs would sell , despite 'the fact tha.t 

ard offered more t h the s tock wa.s worth. 5 

5. illS, 1041 . 

It was a week aft r Ohr i s tmas , a day on which Ward had 

observed hi s sixty- fourth bi r thday in the hou se on Fort St reet , 

t hat a meeting of t he three partners was held i n the Uoffat 

Building office. Some pOint of d i scussi on requir ed cer t a i n 

documents whioh wer e available only in t he Court House. At 

ten- t hirty in the morning , on t hat cold Janua rY' 2nd . f"! aptai n 

Ward put on his overcoat, told Forbes and Brooks t o wai t , and 

proceeded to t he Court House fo r the necessary papers. But 

Eber Ward never returned to that off i ce conf e rence. On busy 

Griswol d Street t near the foot of Eayne t be c'oll apsed. Wi ll i nr 

hands carr i ed him into the bank1n~ offices of E. K. Roberts, 

three physiC i ans W'er e rushed to the soene. ut it was too late. 

Death had claimed for its own the great pathfinder of Am~rican 

inchtstry . 6 

6. De troit Fr r e Press , J anuary 4 , 1875. 

lfews of the death c <?.me as a. blow to the entire Mi ddle 

West. The gi ant ; who on his n shoul der s , had c arri ed the 

burden of so many bu s i ness enterprises , was no more. There 

was none to t ake up t hat burden. Had the vast Ward holdings 

been centrali zed and or~anized into one l arge company, the blow 

.... • ~c~ :'::':~;;.",; .': 
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would not have been so ~reat . But the interlocking business 

organiza tions of a modern day - ere then unknown, and in the 

mills at Wyandotte. a nd a.t Milwaukee , and at Chicago ; men paused 

a.t the'ir work and wondered , wondered who uld now t ake up the 

task which the f ound f' r had don e so well.. In the s nd-pi ts under 

Knob Hill and around t he red-hot furnaoe at Crystal Oi ty where 

s "':nd and sil i cates were being fused into glass under a temperature 

of 2200 degrees , the workers gathered in little e;roup s to dis­

cuss the i mport of the news. Eber Ward bad kep t t hem employed 

even when times were hard. Want and hunger were unknown in 

Crystal 01 ty. he. t would tomorrow bring'? In the sawmills on 

the Sagi naw and on the Pare Marquette and around the salt blocks , 

hardy woodsmen looked at eaoh othe r in silence , not believing 

he ne~"s which they had heard. Theil' ~orld would never be the 

same without Eber Ward . And out on the vast expanses of the 

fi ve inland lakes, weath"T bea ten capt a ins told -the ir brawny 

crews tha. t the man who had :rulell the Great Lakes fol' so lont)' 

a time - was no more, and they Te-told the s tories of t he old 

ma.riner t s p:rowess on the seas. So the report traveled from 

Buffalo and Conneaut ill the East to sault ste . Mar ie and Silva!' 

Islet in the West, and everywhere men said t hat the passing of 

Eber Ward had left a voi d that none could till.' 

From all of thos e places which Eb er Ward had visi ted 

hen t hey were little hamlets and v:hicb he had done so much to 

build into proaperou.s towns , came llhro.ngs of people to the 

house on Fort Street , to t he Fort Street Presbyterian Church , 

and to El mwood cemetery. to pay their l aGt tribute to t he man 

··.·:::,.~·: ... >":t"': ·c ..: :.~?,.;..;::. :: 
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for whom t hey had toiled and whos~ passing brought fe ar to their 

hearts. 'Wyandotte wen t i nto 111ot'll"lling. Spf'c i al tl'a1n~ brought 

most of the popul a tion . to jetroi t . From lU,lwaukee , from Toledo, 

from Chicago, from Ludington,and from St . Louie C8~e large 

delegations . Sena.to r s, gove rnors ',ltBlg Eus:lnese"men, were the 

pa.l l b earers t hat oarried the grea t i ndustrial i st t o his l ast 

. r ;: sting pl ace.. Tbe workers from the mill and f r om the smelter 

a t I yandott e marched in doubl e fi l e before t he oasket. embers 

of t he Board of Trade and of' t he C OfillTlOn Oouncil , as 'Fell as many 

corpora.tion offi cers, formed the guard of honor. Dr . A. T. Pi erson 

sai d t he pr ayer a t the Fort Street home . Rev. Calvin Stebbins, 

eulogi zed a t the Unitari an Ohuroh: 

"There i s no man l eft t ha.t I know of 
who can do what oap t ain Ward was 
doi ng to the l ast <lay of hi s life , 
and we have never had a man who has 
done so much gerd une work f or our 
estern country. " 7 

7. Detroi t Fr ee Press , J&lUary 7, 1875. 

u~t of t he people of the western country agreed. From 

Chicago had come Rev. Robert Coll yer , an intimate fr i end for 

many years. Hi s was the t a.sk of saying the l ast words at t he 

gr ave tn Elmwood, and he chose for that f inal tr ibute~ 

IlThriving oommuni t i es stand t oday as 
monuments of his vigor in cQmmerclu 
enterprise. Thousands of people ha.ve 
b een for years depe ' dent i n no al i ght 
degr ee upon the decisions of hie judg­
ment. A score of i ndUst r ies have found 
or felt the sti mulation in his sharing 
in t beir founding or in t heir develop­
ment . Great eetahl i shments, sca t t ered 
in a. dozen towns . ex19t t oday a.s the 
c reatures of hi s fo resight and skill . " 8 

8 . Detroit Trib~ne , J anuary 7 , 1815. 
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As t he gr eat gathering whioh had come eo -these l a(~t .ti tea 

d i spe:rsed , there Wa.s many a "'B ·t eye , many a head hung lo,v. 1t1-

lu s try ~nd l abor h ad lost a. t rue .f rielld . The gr ea.t Pa. t hfind e): 

as no r.lore . Today , Ebel' Brock Ward r ests on t he f a.mi l y l ot 

in El mwood , surrounded by t hose wi th whl)m he lived and J abor-

ad. In the c en te r o f the plot s t ands a s tone obeliskbellr ing 

the I e ~enci r-h icll r 1 tted t he man s o well; 

I' li. gem i s not polished wi t hou ·t; m 'bb i ng 
nor a man perfeoted wi t hOll t trials. If 

The f inal will, whi oh had been dr awn in August t was 

characteri st ic of the man. Hi s ohildren had b een his greatest 

di sap~)olntment. none of them had reached. the sta ture of t heir 

f ather , none CQuld oa rry on his work. They had failed when 

given opDortuni t l s in business , had squander ed wealth with 

oompl et e abandon. So in his will, er ward set as i de t wo 

hundr ed dollars a month for eaoh of his Chi ld r en, an a~ount 

hioh was to be pai d from hi s est a te and which was to be i n­

crea sed only i f the executors f elt the need exi s ted. And then, 

shrewd to t he l a st, it was s t1pulated that: 

"Thi s lind t ation is made a.s in my judg, 
ment it will tend to t hei r advan t age , 
but in no case a.re they to anticipate 
any paY'llc-nts. tt 9 

9 . Eber B. Ward , Will , 'Record ,. 2 . 

Th.e mansion on For't St reet was likewi se Ie to t l1e chi l d-

n and to hi s si s ter Emily, who wa s to aha.Te all othe r bequests 

on an equal basis .. The at Ludington holdings , oa~-mil1 s a s 

well a s s '<~l t blocks , we 
ed Catherine 

beaueathAoutright to Mrs .AWard and to 
second 

t he ohildren 'by the A marriage. After the death of ft Aunt Emi l y", 

. ,~ .• ::.!/i;'; ;!. ;:~ .. '{~~::' : .... 



the balance of the flst .::tte set a s i de for her was to go to the 

nieoes and nephewe. eie;ht in number , the children of sisters 

Sally and Abb ~ e . 

The cash value of the esta.teoannot be aet definitely. 

Some sai d it was i.n e xce ss of t en mill i on oollars ; o t hers 

thQup,;ht it 51ightly le ss . So f a r ... flu.Tlg and d iversified were 

t he holcUngs, so involved the business network , t h..at no cer­

tainty eXi sted. Btlt an enumeration of Eber Ward I s inte rests , 

ooupled wi th a li s ting o f t l1e o~· ;"10 i al pos l t ion a held by him 

gt the t ime o~ his d ca.th , indica tes tha. t theTe is j~stic e in the 

cJ a tm that 11e 'n~~s t he riohest Amel"ican of h is day. The r e were 

lu nace s and mills a.t WY311Cotte, Chicago) and H11waukee ; tllere 

were iron mines at Iron Ridge and in ~he Upper Peninsula.; 

shi p -.;..;ya rds a t Mar ine City i at Nell Jerusalem and at ~":yand()tt e ; . 

s ilver mines at Silver Islet and in Ut ah; copper mines in 

Ar i zona. ; and a l ead mine 11'1 Mi ssouri . There wa s the p;las 

o r ks a.t Or ygt a l 01 'by a.nd the smel 'tars at \'!yandot'te .• There 

were the ~ Ual'guette and the .Burlington & Soutlnvester:n 

railroads , to say nothing of interests in the Louisiana Centra.l 

and in the Ohioago ! M~lwallk;eeiher Ward wa s the sole owner of 

t welve fine s t eamers · on the Great Lakes. He held 400 ,000 acres 

of Michigan pine lands , 25 ,000 more in Wi sconsin, a.nd an 

additional 10 .000 &oreo near. New Jerusalclll.. Hp, owned five 

thousand r ef ,':I f e;ooc farm l and in low i th ano·ther t wo 

t}lousand at Crys ta.l C'.ty. Added to all 't bls were l~.rge real , . 
esta te hol d ings in Detl'oi't , Mi l wa.ukee, and Ohicago . . All "1/ ere 

incorp'Jrated a fJ sepa r a t e compani es, a.'Ild in p l'acft1cally all of 

these EbaI' Wa rd bel d the oontrolling interest . 

.' ,',;',,: ~~':''' .. ).'"; ,-.~ ,.,[~~: ... ~: 



A-h the time of his dea.th, 1jh18 pathfinde:r of Atlcrican 

i n:h.tstry was president of· the ;;'11nii 8: PeTe U(~.rquette; ltr:".. i 'gton 

8:. South'9/6Btel'n; Wypndotte Rol l i ng :Mills; M:llwauk('e Iron Co.mpany; 

Ameri c an Plate Glas s Compa11y ; Detxo:1. t Oopper Min:tng Company, 

':Ul'eka Iron Oompany , and t he Loui s iana. Centra.l Ra.ilroad . At 

t he Game t i me he was txea~ul'er of the North f!hioe.go Roll :lng 

ills Company and a director of the Second !iati')nal Banlt of 

Detroi t and of the Gilver Islet lUning o Qmpany , to ment i on only 

a. few . It wa.s ;;he vfOnda:r of Orrin W. Pot ter , Tuoal O. Oll en " 

~.nd George WYman, his execu.to:rs , how a.n~t one ma.n was able to 

control tho del!diinies of so many v81'16U en'terprises . nut 

f'!ontl'ol them Lber Vlrtrd did , and effi ciently at that. 10 

10. Ibid , 8 . 

Wha t t he e:&:'l.c:rc f j .. nancial s t a;tua of Ebel' Ward wao a t the 

time of h i fJ death is nO '1; :relevant. He mus t be meaBu:'ed by what 

he accompl1t>hec1 , !lO·t for hir:.'uJelf, but for the communi ty which 

he loved so much. In any such ra'~ing this great indUstrialist 

l'anks high, hieher than any other man of his peri od . In hie 

youth he had SE::: t out wtth a defin i te objective in mind. That 

obj ec tiv~ was the t eve10pment of the Middl e West , the merging 

of an industrial wi th an agricultttral eoonomy in the .north­

centTal ~tateB. His entire ~. i.fe he devoted to this one purpose . 

Other fac ts undoubtedly oontr1buta1~ but Eber W~rd lived to 

see his most oheri shed hope s real.i zed. end time was to demonstrate 

t hat be had buil. t and :ccasonecl well , fo r t he d iversi f i ed in­

dustries of t he Mi dwes't have oushioned tha.t s(l<:t.ion against t he 

\'I'orsteffects of f inancial depres$iona» have ma.de 1 t one of tbe 

. '.' ~ "" .. t ... ... ~~>~:> ~:' 
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mos·t 1liportan -t cente:~:g in tlle United s 't a"tes . The Wyandotte Press 

r efl ected 'tl'lc opinion of the general public o f the day wben it 

wrote: 

rtVie do not. belie'V'e t 'ha t arlY o'l;ller man 
tn this or any other oountry, ever 
personally managed business iuter ests 
of such numb t r and magnl tude, or was 
)apable- 01' such continued ment al strai n , 
a.s Ebe r Brook Ward. It 11 

----~-.--------~--~~----~--~~~~---"~----.. ----~~~---~~-----~.~~--~--~~~--~-----------
11. . yandot ·te PJ.:es s , Jemua :cy 5 , 1875. 

--------------------------- ,-----------------------~~---------,,-----------
He was a man of s trange extremes , this industrial giant 

of the Mi ddle West . One moment cold and aloof, a t another he 

ould fly into a high r age a.t those who failed to do his b i dding. 

Shrewd to the poi nto! uncanniness in his business deal ings, 

he was credulous and b el i eved impllci t ' ly in bi s f ri ends. But 

once a f ri end p roved untrue, he wa s a. f r i end . no morc . Pers istence 

as a st I' "mg ohar acter i s tic, and to sugge s t to Eber Ward t hat 

a thing could not b e done, was f or him to do 1 t . Yet , of his 

own· volition, he would change his mind on the sli gh test p rovooa­

tion, a s when be determined t hat st ee l was to b e roll ed a t 

Chicago and a t Milwauk rathe r than at Wyandotte. 

A p i oneer , a child of tha f rontier, e r Ward was above all 

an i nd ividuali s t . None t here were who could tell him how. His 

mind was self- acting, an4 he reqUired no r eason but his own for 

h i s words and h i s deeds. His indi'vidualistn was intense and 

s elf- dependent" and the texture of his wi ll was as f i rm as the, 

iron in which he deal t . He . 9 vind ictive. yet he was forgiv.ing, 

and be wa s t he fir s t to right a wrong. 

William Banoroft , ohief customs off icer a.t the Port of 

Huron, had been Eber Ward's friend for many years . On one 

.. ... '.:.. ...... '.: 



oocas ion a \'la:ed boa'" \lct=l seized bec&.u se of some inf r aotion of 

the r ules . i7a;rd stalked into Bancroft · S ofi' i ce , declared , It .... 6 

ha;"e been f riend s but .now we are eneIai es'· , and carri ed on the 

feud fer t on ye ;ll's. Then , one: J.ay , be again walked i n'to 

t he o :'fi ce . adl!l~/\/liea. t hat; h~ had j ust l e a rned that h i s old 

friend had been accused unjustl y , apolog ized and added , If I am 

glad t o say t hat I was wronglt . Ward oould h 'lv e no motive f o r 

this ac t .. He wa.s 'fili:H'el y doi ng wha.t his own , 'inherent love of 

ju et1ce compell ed him to do.. 12 . 

12. Wi ll i am L. Banc roft , on . c i t . , 343 
--~ 

Tha t was Eber V, a l'd . A man of great pernopal oourage , 

def i ant , yet al wa ys l' Ejady to admi t a wrong . 

Vl c i ou sly h i gh tempexed , pas s i ona.te , r ight or wr ong , he 

ould call no man maste.r. But he was not a. d l ff icul t man to 

plee oe . He demanded absolute loya l t y and a t t ent i on to du t y) 

and allY man who gave him these oou ld eomtJand Ebe r War d . Per­

h3.pu i t was j u s t fortunat e , perhaps i t was t he uncanny i n s i ght 

mhioh Wal"d possessed , but i t i s agreed t hat h e seldom misjudged 
\ 

a man. In al l instanc es his assooiates were men of b~h 

in-Gcl1i gence and ab.111 ty Who b:rought to t he many bus 1ne~' under-
. ~ 

t a1.clngs t hose quaI l t i e s and that knowl edge which t he gte~ ', 
\. \ 

i ndUs t r i al i st d i d not pos sess . And b eoause they s e r ved h~:m \\ 
I' 

ell til"ld f a1 thful1y , be l'ev{arued them l i b e r ally. Ebe r waxhts \ 
men b oc a.me the lea.d era of Mi dwest i ndu s t ry in t he dec ades! l'. \. , 
,· h i cll f ol lm;red hi s death. \ 

In an age when tl1e:ce we r e few mi l l ionai res , w~n or ganb,ed . 

philanthropy was unknown , e r Wardfel t t ha.t he hel d b i s hup.:~ 

\ 
~.' 

" :'.';.~ :,;:,~-t:·~ 
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fortune in trust for the enti re community. He felt r esponsiblity 

for the wel f are of his workers and r efused to close hi s fQ.C tories 

dur ing the wors t pani c .which the country had suff ered. Sai d 

hi s assooiate, L. T. Remer : 

tI Mr. Ward ha s , by personal sacrif ices , 
kept hi s extensive enterprises mov­
ing this winter that poor men mi ght 
live . " 1 3 

13. Detroit Free Press, Janua r y 3 , 1875. 

" That free men mi gh t live" he gave l iberally to every 

charity which he cons i dered worthy and , through his s ister 

Emi ly , he ai ded scores of young peopl e in their search f or an 

educ a tion. An open- han1ed and a generous man was Eber Ward. 

Willard Parker , who was a.s sociated with the i ndustrialist 

f or many years, cons i der 0d h i m 1I0ne of t he able st men of t he 

count r yil , and David Hughes of hi s legal staff recal l ed t hat 

'Wa.rd al vlays di spl ayed great shrewdness and ab ility in business 

mat ters and was cons i dered a man of strong sense and unusu 
Robert 

p r actioal wi sdomff . Tbe Rev.AColl yer thought tha t "the 

po~er to do t hings was the fi r s t grand quality" of hi s old 

fri end. 

Old Capt a in David Gallager, who was Ward 's general manager 

a t MA.r ine City and who loved the shi pping master a s a son loves 

.8, f a t her , neverthel e ss remini sced t ha t a.t t i mes "he was the 

d evil II . The capt a in was t hinki ng of those times when thin~s 

went ami ss in t he shi pyards or out on the lakes and tifhen the­

last er lo s t pat i ence even i f the elements themselves we re to 

blame. For Eber Ward d i d not know how to accept reverses • 

. -:.:- ~ :;:'-··i.-; .~ ·'·'t;~~,:~:· 



Progress would have to be made in every undertaking, there 

cO'Uld be no retreat. Beoause he was i mpat i e'at of words , be .... 

cau se he tol t, rat ed no llivall'Y, because failure was never in 

his t houghts, there were times when h e d i spl eased those about 

h im, times when he i nf licted wrong and perhaps humilia tion upon 

others . Th~re were times , too, when he was t hought grasping 

and even unjust. A man with such d. ivers i f i ed i nterests , a man 

whose nrime obj ect in l i fe was to get t hings done, would 0 

neeeesi ty make mi dtakes, would cau se hardshi ps . And Ebe r flare 

as no exc ept ion. But t he good t hat he brought about f ar 

outranked and outweighed the bad. Hi s mi stakes were never 

serious , al ways corr ected. His aohi evements wer e of such 

magnitude as t o live after him. Bancroft, who knew t he shippi ng 

ki ng so well, pays t ribute to his memory when he wri tes : 

"It was he (Ward) who brought to the 
fore , expanded, and utilized, and 
di s t r ibuted, the d iversified and 
matohless r esources of Michigan. " 14 

----------------------~------~-------.---------------------------~--

14. Wi ll i am L. Bancrof t, oD. c it., 341 

Banoroft was a Mi chigan man ) knew only '.vhat Eber Ward 

had accompl i shed in his native St ate . With equal strength the 

s t a tement hol ds f or the enti re Mi 'dle West. 

From 1825, when Ward fi rst s a iled upon the Great Lr kes, 

until 1875 when his l abors ceased 

ItThe Un! t ed St at es was transformed in 
a generation f rom a nation employing 
pr i mi t i ve methods of agrioul tllre and 
i mpor ting most of her man'l fac ture 
from abroad, i nto an i ndustrial count ry 
with an export trade in f ar m and fac­
tory products t hat reaohed t he outer 
fringes of the globe. tl 15 

15. United s t a tes Indu stri al Commi ssion Reuort ,l902 , XIX,746 
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That transformation centered around Eber Brook Ward. His 

as the mast er mind d irecting progress. Without steel t he 

modern era would not have been possible,. It was cheap steel 

t hat built the r a.ilroads, the bridges , the skyscrapers, and it 

""as cheap s t eel that Ward gave to A e r ica . gave it through his 

Chica~o , Milwaukee , and Soliet pl ants, i ndustri es that continued 

to develop afte r hi s death until they beoame integral and 

impor t ant uni ts of the gi gantic United Stat es St eel Oorporation. 

It was this same cheap s t eel ~hich made possible a 

mnltitu e of al lied i ndu s tries, for it 1s a matter of record 

t hat the Mi dwest bec ame an industri al cente r only after s teel 

as made available at a price which would permit mass production. 

Around the mi lls grew great shops tha t made f a rm machi nery, 

structura l steel, and indus trial tools , great shops that ~equired 

t hou sands of l aborers. An outle t for farm produoe was provided 

in the ei ties ~;;hich resulted. . The productive i nfluence 9.f every 

communi ty was spread f ar beyond its confines by r ap i dly increas­

ing production and by railroads and ships which made transport-

... tion easy. The oomforts of life were inoreased and pI a ""ed 

thin the reach of all . The range of human enjoyments was 

extended to limits never reached before. The cheap steel pro­

duc ed in Eber Wa.rd ' s mills was bringing on a higher standard 

of living for Amerioans . 

What Eber Ward d id with s teel t he d i d with gl ass . While 

the pioneer vas content with greased paper wi ndoW's ,. while those 

who eould afford it pu r chased the hi~h priced ~ngl i sh i mport , 
I 

t he Michigan indu strialist staked hi s fo r tune on t he manufactur e 

of American mad e pl at e glass which would d rive the European 

-.-- "'. ~ -.... ~.!."; 
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product from the lOC al m~rket and whioh would , a t t he same t ime, 

provide a dd 1 tional employment for Arl1e.ri oan l abor . His Cr ystal 

Ci t y factor y was no emall venture . Not only was i t the f i rst 

to produoe plate glass sucoessfully, but it ~rew t o such i m­

portanoe t hat It became an i mportant part of t he Pi t tsburgh 

Plat e Gl ass Company wllen t hat industri al gi ant was organi zed. 

Jus t so, Eber Ward's sal t blocks , which cal l ed attent ion 

t o t he depoei ts in t he SB,ginaw and Pere Marqu ette bas i ns , paved 

t he way f or the mi ghty Micbi gan sa.l t industry headed by t he 

Hor t on Sal t Company. ni s network of railr oads and shi ps opened 

vas t t erritories to the pi oneer settler , wh1le a t the same t i me 

theY ·1a.L8 ava.ilable the wealth of t he i nt erior. These were 

among tbe cont rlbutions which Eber Wa rd made to t he gr eat 

l1i 1dl e Vlest . He was an empi r e .builder, and what he built 

endured. 

P l r haps hi s ~reatest contribution was hi s busi ness acumen. 

Bi g Bus i ness r equ ired organi zatlon, and }~ber mard , i n hi s own 

person, pr ovided that or gani za.tion. He pOint ed the way. He 

as t he fi rst to make it cl e~r t hat small i ndus t ry he~ little 

chance f or survival in a r ap idl y expandi ng countr y, t hat £a1' ­

spr ead population c enters and a high st andard of l ivi ng called 

for Big Bus iness . The course plot t ed b·Y' hi m has been followed 

met iculousl y by tho se who c ame a.ft er . I mprovements natur al l y 

'· e1'e wr ou ght. Gi ant oorporations and hol di ng companies were 

organi z ed to do what Eber \Va'rd, t he man , had done by himself . 

Bu t hi s methods proved the r i ght ones , and his blue pr int f or 

Bi g Business was f ollowed. Becau se suoh was t he case , t hat 

dr eam which he carri ed t hr ough life. t hat dr eam of d iversi f i ed 

i ndu stry intermi ngled with prosperous f arm communit i es , blossomed 

:'.~ '~-" -!.,,; ... 
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into full r eal i zation. The cdle 'flest is to{ia.y what It''ber 'Yard 

'"ant ed it t o be . what e1' Ward worked to mal~e :1. t . 

He d i ffered f :vom most men in t hat he had vi s i on and 

i magina tion cou pl ed with the ab ili ty to ge t things dona . ',S 

he wandered t nr ough t he wilderness be Dame t o know so well , be 

saw more t han t he gra.ndeur of nature. The Falls of St . Mary 

were more than s tupenduous works of God . To E'ber Ward they 

ere a. means of oonneoting the l argest of the Great L~kes with 

:1. t s s i s ters t thus prov i d ing a highway f or commerce f r Oln the 

indUstries in the East to the mine f i el d s in t he We st, a great 

t rade rou t e which was to become the most i mpor t ant in the world. 

He di ffered f rom blost men fo r when he dashed h i s foo t agai nst 

a s tone he would not go home and lament. He understood what 

t hat st one had. to say and he would interpret that message i nto 

a mi ne J or a smelter, 01' a mill, t hat WO'llld turn the s tone i nto 

eal th in t he form of silver J or copper , or s teel ,. And to 

accomplish this , he would Gur r ound himself with bri ll i ant men, 

who woul d a i d him i n hi s t asks and who would b e ready t o carry·· 

on a f t er he had passed , be w uld call great t hrongs to work 

'i n hi s f eotori es , and he would bulld beyond wha.t had ever b een 

t hought of until t he wilderness and the soli tary pI 'lees \'J ere 

no more, and t eeming towns and product! ve f 'ams dotted the 

countrysi de . He wrought fabr ics of business in wood and in 

silve r and in gl ass and in steel. The world was a better pl ace 

'becau se 61' Brock 

. ,::\~ ~:'-'''{''':.~ 

I'd had lived • 
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tor 

D ER , BROOK WARD 

"1·"'=:""~4 fiOlM,OE~ 
Manusorlpts: 

.A1ke~1 Earl, 4laddl,n !$.S an Amateur. Llbby.Owens,.J'ord O.ompany, 
Toledo, ohiQ, 1 39 

A splend1d 24 page treatise dealing wi tb the 
h!.etorloal background of the glass lndustry. 
Especially good in detal11ng 'he struggle to 
make 8at1 sfaetory glass in the On! ted States. 

Amalgamated Assoolation ot Iron and Steel \Vorkers,j Man~8crlJ2' 
H' ist~n. 1890 .. in '1s . Rl ,st~ Soc. M68 Oolleotlon. . 

The manu!orl.pt deta1,18 the hopes and the 
eplratlons: ot 'he iron and .teel workers of 

that etU"ly day and provides a good pi cture ot 
"ox-king condltlons 1n the m1lls. 

ASBoo1ated Brotherhood or Iron and Steel Heaters" Rollers, 
~Ou.gberat .P,rPO~ea1ns~l 1873 ... 18?8, in W18'.K1st.Soo •• 
M8S 0011eol on., 

These oonvention prooeedlngs. written in long han4 
bY' tne seoretary, tell the story otearly rel ations 
l)etween the iron and steel masters and the1r .orkers. 

Bl~t!l fa;Qere, ln po. seseion ot tiIaloom w. Blngey~De,tl"o1t.Mlohlgan . 

The Edltor of the Detrol t , Free Pre •. e, Mr~ Blnger 
has oolleoted lDuoh mater1al rei ating 1So U10hlgan 
lIlen of the early days. Strong on po11tical. Metor,. 

Donahue. WillIam J •• HlstorzJ; several manu80f'lpt f' Qoples available 
in Milwaukee. . _ I .. 

A loquaoious disoourse, not always reliable, but 
valuable tor intimate gllmp8es ot early llte 1n 
the JUlwauJlee Iron Works and lts V11lage. 
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POgl!fapel'S, in posses8tonot Wl1l1aml)own1e,Detrolt. Mlohlgan. 

Mr. Downie llved a.cross the etl'~et trom the Ward 
'ort Street Mansion. H1e father was the Ward. 
gt-ooer. Throughout hls lite Mr . Downie has oolleoted 
mater1al.e relatIng to the great industriAlist's 
oaree,r. .IUs oolleotion was invaluable to tnl, 
8t~dy. 

tqgg Pap~r", 1n posses$ion of Clarenoe Fogg.Ludlngton,Miohigan. 

Mr. rogg lived nnd worked in the Ward m1lla and 
salt blooks.. He has a oolleotion ot notee and 
o11ppings relatlng pa:rtlcularly to the development 
1n Ludlngton,. MasonOounty 18 alsooovered 1n 
these papers. 

HltohCQok Pa:oers. 1n possession of the t&nl1y,. Marlon,kss f 
• _ .& 4 a. ' .. - , ., . 

Hltohoook W~8 assOOlated "lth Ward in the 
deVelopment ot the tirst American Plate 
Gls,.u. works Bond funotioned a8 P~esldent ot 
the oompany. a,orne items in the colleotion 
oov'er thls penod but mostre,latC' to hie 
experiences 3$ AmbaSsador to Russia. 

LawlerPaDers. in possess1on of W1111am F. Lawler-. Detrolt,J41ohlgan. 
_ . . i 6 . 4 ... t . ' . 

Xr. Lawler- bas made a lifelong study ot the hlstory 
ot 1lha islands in the Great Lakes. 8ls ,oollao,t1on 
ot manusoripts on Silver Islet proved espeoially 
valuable. ' , 

McElrOl Peners, ln possession of 
" . 5 _. 

1ne Ctty Historioal Soo •• 1U.oh. 

Mr. Frank l4oElroy W&8 a pioneer ot Marine 01tY', 
and 1n 1929 prepared a manusoript on the history 
ot the oity trom t he corning of Samuel Ward to the 
present. Muoh of the ma ter1al 1s based upon t he 
memor1eaof Mr. McElroy and ot other old res1dents. 

Poole Papers, 1n possession ot DetroIt Hlstorlcal Sooiety, 
Si", D.tro1 t, lUohlgan. . 

John E. Poole ot It. Pleasant, MIoh1gan, made th., 
0011& etlon of marl ne h1story his 11te hobby . Hl s 
pa.pers. oonsisting ot tbousands otC)llpplngs 1"8. 
lating to Great La.kes shipplng and 16,000 piotures 
or old lake boate, 1s invaluable 1n any etudy em ... 
braoing sbippi ng on the l akes 1n the earl y days . 
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gu1mb:x; PaBerJs. in po.se8s~on at Quimby Family,Manne Git;y .. JUoblgan. 

The present Mrs. Quimby 1s a nlece of Eber Brook 
Ward. She reoalls her unole well and vivIdly. Bas 
an aooumulation ot famlly r eoords, olippings, letters 
and the 11ke . whloh proved ot the greatest value. 

flu~g~ PI_pere, 1n possession ot Herman Runge; M1lwaukee, Wi.oon_ln. 

A .colleotion ot faots, tlguree and piotures relating 
to Great Lakes boats and shippIng •.. Contains oomplete 
dete.11s ot al l vessels of the Ward 11ne. The equal 
ot the Poole oolleotion 1n DetroIt. 

Stewart Papers, Miohigan Historioal CO~ls81on, Lansing, Miohigan. 
. . ; 

Paper. oolleoted b.Y Mrs , E.·., Sheldon Stewart 
relating to Detroit Rlv~r '.ttlers 1n the 
tIttles and tlhe SIxties. ContaIns a manusoript 
his.tory of Eber Ward Sr. t as told by h1m to Mrs. 
Stewart. Invaluable to~ tbe early 11te ot 
Eber Brock Ward .. 

'60 AlSMne Papers,. 1n possesslon ot Van Alstyne Fam11y., Wyandott.,· 
ohlgan. 

The papers of John s~ Van Alstyne, Ward a.aoolate 
and one .. tlme presldentot the Eureka Iron Oompany. 
Inoludes a manusoript history ot the, Wyandotte 
works as told by 1ts pres1dent, 

ward . Paper., ln poaees.slon of Burton Oolleotion, Detro! t, Mloh. 

'1018,. 1280 to 1283 1n.elude Ward papers In 
a441t1on to those or othe~s assoo1ated with 
him. among them Lewis Oa.8 and Bela Hubbard. 
Sample of -Yard sorip ot 1873. log books, 
otfioereoords a.nd the 11ke lnoluded. 

9fard P$per.s, tUchlgan Blst.ories l Sooel ty, Ann Arbor,Jllohlgan. 

Not 80 extenslve 6.& the lurton Collection. Mostly 
manusoript papers ot speeohesmade by Ward. 

Ward Pape·;rf, Wlsoon810 Historioal Sooiety, Madison, Wisoons1n. 

Manuscript ot the Ward Madi son speeoh. Also 80me 
materials relat1ng t o the Mllwaukee Iron Company. 
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- 303 .. 

Woodbrigge _P~perds. Burton Oolle otlonl Detrolt,J41ob1gan. 

Governor William Woodbridge was a Ward oontem""" 
porary and was active 1n ' MiChigan polltic. 
during thIs entire penod. Oolleotion oantatos 
8·ever~ 1. teme ot oorreBpondenoe with the lndustrlallst_ 

Pr1nted Manuscripts 

Banoroft, Will.lam L. t "'Memoir ot Captain . Bamuel Ward·,. in Miohlgan 
Plonee·r Colleot1on, Vol .. XXl, 336 .... 351. _J ' 

, One ot the best pr1mary souroes avaIlable .. 
lb- . Banorott .as Oollector at Port Huron 
and 1n thie c'B-pao! tycame to know both 
Samuel and Ebar Brock Ward trell. Hia 
recolleotions are vlvldand aoourate. 

Oarl181e~ Ix'$d, ttaomparatlve Sketches", 1n MIohlgan ~lone.r 
Colleotlon; 1;(11. 293-287. 

~, u 

A oharaoter sketch by a man who knew Eber 
Ward and who did busIne8s -1 th him. 

Durfee, William F .• -The Manufacture ot Steel', in ¥opulaz.Solenoe 
Monlbl;z. November 1891. ; , . -

A detailed aocount ot themanutaotull"e of tbe 
first steel in Amerioa by the Bessemer Process by 
the man .ho~ while emplQyed by Ward, supervised 
the.ork. Oneot the mos tvalu&.ble art1e-lee on 
the aubJeot in exletenoe. 

roster,. John 5 •• ·'be Riston or the Settlement ot 8llvex- Islet', 
In J4&oW.S!9 Pl~~ee:raoll.gt~~~. XlV. 197 .. 205. ' 

A deta11ed, flrst.hand aocoun·t ot 'the taak in ... 
volved 1nmlnlng the ,lIver deposits on S11ver 
Islet, Best art1ele on th1s phB..,. or Eber 
Ward's aotlvlt1es . 

Harrlng'Con,J)anl._l., "Reoolleotlone fJ , in M&oh1lsn P19neer Oolleotlon" 
V. 141. " -

The recollections of a Michigan lnduBt.r1al.l.t 
who grew up wi thl! and wes otten a.8oo1atecJ. 
w1tb Eber Srook Ward. Not strong on details 
b.ut, veryg,ood tor QQlor ot the pe~10d" 
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Jones. Mrs. George N., lI~vents 1n the Lite ot Ii. Unique Woman," 
In ~1ch1gM P1oneepOol~eot1on. XXXVIII, 691 ... 589. 

The best souroe tor the lite ot iml1y Ward b 
a woman who knew her wel l and who a1ded 1n 
80me ot her oharltles. Shows Qlea.rly the 
influenoe ~11y Ward had upon her brother, 

Joy.;James F •• 'The M1 C)h1gan Central"', in ~1chlgan Ploneer 
0011ect10n; XXII , 302. . . . . 

Mr. Joy wasaC~l va ~n b¥11dlng t~e M1 chtgan 
Oentral and here tel l s ot hie dealing With 
Ward, who r an h1s veasele trom both the eastern 
and western 'terminals ot this r ailroad. 

Ml11er, Judge Albert,'Ploneer SketC)bes·, in Mi chigan Ploneer 
Collection, VII. 251, . , . § • 

1- - .. 

Some t6).11'1y good pen por~X'a1 ts ot Eber " ard 
and ' the men aotl.,e 1n Mlchlgan at the time , 

'Sll'Ver Islet Referenoes" 1.n Miohigan Pioneer Colleotlon,XIV,197!\ 
,_ ; J . 

Contains additlonal information on Ward workings 
in the silver JD1ne at S,11veJ- Islet. 

Book.$ 

Butle:r.JQseph G .. . fittl Jearsot NXr2n afld Steel, the Fenton 
Press', Oleveland. 1920 ~ 

Prlve.tely printed book by an ott101 al ot the Iron 
and Steel Institute. Oontains fine l'eter.enaee to 
Ward., Holl ey", Durfee , and others who were interested 
in tbose t .. rst .steel experiment 8. Has good aocount 
of the lel1Y oonverter. 

Oarpenter.lsabelle G.,A Voyage on Lake Superior 1n 1826; Duluth 
and South Shore ReJ.iway, 1902. 

Pr,lvately pllbllshed and good only tor gl Ylng a 
tlret .. hand p10ture ot oonditions along the G~ea' 
l.iakes during t he , period. A trip along the sboree 
JJla4e by t,ew1.s Oa.8s, oontemporary of Ward's, 1'. 
described. 
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Pr1 t 'z, John., A,Ht~bl()sraJ2hl, Jo~n W1ley & Sons,. New York. 1912. 

Privatel.y prlnted by a man wbo was present when 
the first steel ralls we're rolled a t Ch1cago, but 
wbo was not· grea.,tly impressed beoause he believed 
that lJ"()n WGUld always be more 1mportant than 
.teel.. Was associated wl'th both Ward &nd Holley 
in building the Cambria Iron Works. The book was 
ev1dently written long atter the events and 
1nac-Ourfc!es are frequent. 

Hubbard, Bela" Memorials or & Halt Centurz, Q., P. Putnam" 8 Sooa. 
Ne. York, leS?'. ·· ;; OJ · , ; 

Remini Boen.es or a man who travele'd the Grea.t 
, Lakes in lB40.Good for oondi'tiona ot travel of 

the day and aleo good tor • . ketOhes of t he men 
who lalled the vess·ele, many ot them Ward boats . 

Osbot'n, Cha.se, l.be .. Ir.on Hunter, The , llaomlll&n OOl'ijpany, New York,1919. 

ifhough 1n .the maln Qoverlng a later period, the 
bOQk 1s exoellent tn deSCribing the discovery ot 
t he great Michigan oredeposl ts and ot the 
diff10ulty in gett1ng the ore to market, 

Plttsburgh . Pl ate Gla8s ao~ny, Foundat1on an4Growth. 
P1 t'8bu~gh.Penn .. Ie (0.1930) 

A small booklet oontalnlng an historioal 
acoount of the organlzation of tbe oompany . 

Pittsburgh Plate Glasa Company, ,Plate Glae 's. New York., 1939 . 
. 452 h . . I 

Has I.hort historic sketoh and .deso!"l bes 
process ot mak~ng plat$ glass. 

Walker. Cb.arlee R .• 'lb • . Dian o! a Furna~e Worker" Atlantic Monthly 
Press. 1922. . - . . . II . e . 

Details reter to a later peri od but A.re ot epecial 
value 1n giving .oolor. Lire around the bIas' 
furnaoes 1s espeolally effeot1vely told. 

Wa.rd. D9.yld, .AutRbl
l
og:r!RAZ, Ludlngton; 19l2. v , 

Prl vatlel y printed a.n~d a rare book wr1 tten by !a>er 
ardts oousin; who.as not in sympathy with Wa.rd .. ·• 

·methods ot doi ng business. Thoughdet1n1 tely 
hosti le the book i8 inval uable to this study. 
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otfiotal Documents 

Garr1gus·.e. St 8. ) '"-Report on S!>.i. t Manufaoture 10 Miohigan tf. 1n 
Mlp1gan Geolog1e&l Survey Reports . Lanslng; Mi ch .• lIl,i-MO. 

Adet&lled report of the selt depoe! ts on the 
Sag1naw and Pare Marquette Rivera together nth 
an historic aocount ottheir development 1n 
which Eber Ward pl ayed such an 1rnpoM&ot part~ 

Mlch1gan_ Stute or, Jil~torloai ,ReBor~s J~qrveY' .Lanslng.Jltch, 41940~ 

A manusoript guide to hi atorlQal a.ourees 1n 
the State ot fUchlgan. Of great value 1n 
flnding the looatlon of needed So·uroa material.. 

JUohlgan , Sta.te of. Supreme Oourt~ Pl,Sn, et 0.1 va ?ott~r e~, ru, 
inState Bar Library , f-anslng. Michigan. 

Easily the most useful slngle SOl1l"ae that oame 
to hand during thlsetudy. ' The Ward estate sults 
dragged through the oourt $ tor many years and every 
phase of Eber Ward's wide busines8 dealings waa 
entered into. In t he Law L1brar y may be found 
three mS'8s1ve volume·s on the case oontai n1ng 438 
eXh1blts and test1mony., tc;tallng several t housand 
pages , Brlefs on the ea se are also available. 

Missouri,State of, Dake, C.L . ., Band and Gravel Reeo\ll"oes ot 
kisso!B:1'i Bureau. or Geology; Oolumbia.." 16. ' 

Contains detailed di scuse10n a nd anuyals of the 
Knob B1.1I s eJ1d depos! te upon whloh the Crysta l 
01 ty Fl ate Glass Work. wae based. 

Pennsylva nia , St a te ot, Dep~tment of Interna l Affairs, .P;'!'! 
Manufa.ctut'!!. (c . a . Fettke,ed. ),1918, Harrleburg, Penna. 

An otr1o'1.i1l :pub11cation by the state wh10h 1s the 
home and center ot the glass lndustry~ EspeOially 
l1setul beQaus-e ot t he extended bibllography whlch 
18 appended. 

Statla·t1ea s llowing the tonnage earr1e4 through 
t he canal 1n the ear'ly days. v alue of ca~goee, 
and balanoing the cr&d1ts with tbe Qosts of 
construction. 
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Streeter, Floyd. M1o~1san Blbl~o&raphl ' M1chigan Historical 
Commission, Lan81ng~ fHohlgan. 1921, 2 vole t 

A oomplete o9m~11atlon ot W.Ch1gan souroe materIal" 
and wbere it may be found, togetber wIth e. lIsting 
of praotioally everything that beJJ ever been wr1 tten 
in or about the State . Found exoeedingly valuable 
in oompiling the bibliography tor this study. 

Un1 ted State,s, GeologIcal Sur".y, Bullet\n 285,,1906_ "Glass Sande 
of the Middle ,M1ss1,slpp1 ~asin", (E.P •. Burohe.rd,Ed. )457-472. 

Of v&lue In a. study ot the Cryste.! Oity Gla. •• 
Works . Xndicatee that Eber Ward ws s well advised 
when he purohased the s c.nd deposIts in Mlasourl~ 

Uni ted States. Geolog1cal Survey ,. Bulletin, 315, "Olay Resources 
ot the St .Lou1 s Dlstr1ot tf ,(N.ij .. F·elrieman,Ed) 315-321 

Un1ted 

'Muoh the same aa .bove 

Stat~'In.quJtt_r1~J,..Oommlss1on. 
. i 

The report 1s valuable in that 1t st~8s8es 
the lndu.tria.l ohanges following the Oivll 
War and &naly~ee the, varlQus tactors involved. 
Vol. 19 1 s e$peC1ally ueet'u.1 to thls study ~ 

UnIted States, llenthCensus,Renor' . op Manutaotu:re~s;June lSeO, 
-Report on the Manufaoture 01 Gla •••.• (Joseph D. Weeks" ed,. ) 

'lh1e a.rtlo1e compl'laea the' best hletol"loal and 
stat1stical matte.'- whlCh came to hand relating 
to the .anutact~e of glal'S ln the Unt ted States ~ 
It is an e.speola llyo,lear analYSis ot the industry 
t:rom lts heg1nn1nge to 18ao. 

Nsw,spapera 

Chioago 'lr1.b9ne, 1866 ... l875 
( 

Oonta1n8 many items on tbe North Ohloago Roillng 
Mill E.Uld also on W~rQ.. e act 1 V1 tlee on the· Great 
Lake a , 
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~ ~;':"..I " _~: 
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OlevelandHeJ"ald, 1860-1865 

Items on Great Lakes shipplng aa well as on 
Ward developments i n the To.ledQ area are 
found 1n the l ssues ot this paper_ 

Detroit Daily Advertiser. 1854 ... 1868 
. _ " i _ 1 

Combined 1It1th the Tribune 1n 1860 and. known as 
the Advertleer.Tr1bune, t h1s paper, owned tor, a 
tlme 'by kher Ward gives some ideas ot bis leanings 
especlally 1n regard tc the tariff. Oddly enough 
War'd and hie tam1ly are soarcely ntent10ned Auring 
the period ot his ownersh1p. 

Detroit Fr~e Press, 1850 .... 1875 
( " ... 

The most fru1 ttul of the Detro1 t newspapers tor 
th1s perl od., ~~lwaY8 opposed to t he policies ot 
Eber Ward , There is scarcely an lS Aue 1n whioh 
the industrlalist is not mentioned 1n one 
conneotlon or another* 

Detroi t News, 1870 ... 7tS 
. , 

Not pa.rtlQularly useful exoept to 8ubst.ant1ate 
items discQveredelsewbere" 

Detro1t fost, 1870 .. 1875 

Ss.me a.8 above 

Duluth,. Mlnnesotlan, 1868-1875 
4 

The development of S,llve,. Ialet was big new. 
tor the north oountry and many 1 terns on thi. 
ventur'. appear 1n the IUnnesotlan t , 

Mllwa.ukee, Cream City Oour1er, 1874-18'15 

Edited by the :f1rst alerk ot the village 01 Bay 
View, p8.~tlal file ,s may be round 1n tbe Wi soons1n 
Hi.storloalSooi ety Newspaper room.. Valuable tor 
many 1tems relating to the .ittabllshment and 
management ot the Milwaukee I.ron Company f) .. 1\1 .. 0 
items in regard to the oomlng ot workers tram 
England. 

-::-:. :'~:';:<-i;.:.; 
~ ."...~. 
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Milwaukee "---rj .. _- .... -.--C.:-i 1867-1875 

Invaluable 1n determining facts and pol101es 
ot the period covered~ The Milwaukee Iron 
(lompuny .a.s an import4nt Mllwuukee 1ndustry and 
as such J'eoeived muoh Attention in the, papers~ 

Mllwaukee Sentlnel. 1867-1875 
, . L 

Same as above 

New Bedford, ss., ,~he, Evening Standard, 1864-1875 

'The 'l'roys1eel interests, atti liated wi tb Eber 
-'&tel. reoeived D)uch attention 1n this papeJ', 
published in the home oity ot W~P.Durteet the 
man who made tbe f1rst Bessemer steel tor 
J~d at Wyandotteh 

St., Loule, Mo •• Demoor,a t, 1870.1875 
;: j it 

Produoed items relative to. the rounding ot 
the Qrystal 01ty Plate Glass Works. 

St. LoUl ,s, Mo . t Mlss:ourlRepubl.loan. 1870.18'18 
) , ( 

Same as above 

Springfleld,Maes., t\epubll0l:i.ll;j 1870-1975 

811 ver .1 ale. t and the fbundeJ' Oane area r80el ved 
oonSiderable attent,1on 1n 1 te oolumns, princi­
pall, beoause ot hosti11ty to locating smelters 
in DetJ'Olt 'rather than 1n the East. 

Wyandotte, !§ChiiM,' .. e8S, 1868-18'11 
~ ,., ; . 

Invaluable for a study of 11te in th1s early 
ohlgan. iron t own. Espeoially valuable.a a· 

tbe Seml ... Centennlal issue pub11shed In 1899 
oonta1n1ng a complete hl atory 01 the bu1141ng 
or the Iron Oompany, tbe sb1pya.l"d8 and. the 
'smelters • 

.. ~ .. ";.~ -
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Personal Narratives 

(MuCh ot the intormation used in th1s ,tudy was 
gathered tram plone'ere and d1rect desoendants 
ot nioneers who worked in the varlous Ward 
enterprises ana. who are Stllll 11vlng near those 
entel'prl·eea.. , In most instanoes stenographi0 
notes were taken durlng the lntervles.) 

Aoltervl11e.. George, a resident o't LucUngt'on, Miohlga.n, worked in 
the Ward lumber yarde and had many stori e s ·to tell ot 
those early salt bloQks. His vivid recollections ot men 
and events prov~d of great value. 

Brint0!l, 'farren, ll1"lwaUltee , Wl soonstn" a direot descendant ot 
Eber Ward, whoae rather was plaoed in the W,lwaukee 
,Iron works and who, himself, grew up around those works. 
Mr. Brinton pOBsee'ses s. genealogloal table whioh proved 
usetul. 

Donaher, Mlobae,l B •• Ludington, Miohigan, worked up trom the ranks 
in the Ward mills. He verified many or the impressions 
gained in conversations with George AekerV111e . 

Dust1n, Ole, Det;rolt,Mlch1gan, an old boat captain who salled tor 
and fn oomp$tltlon with the Ward line. His lore or 
sh1pping on the Great Lakes in the Oivil War period 
prov1ded much baokground color tor the study_ 

Grant" George. Saglzu£ .. w,Mlohlgarl, a retired lawyer whose memory 
Gf the Wspd enterpr1ses related prlmarl1y to various law­
su1.ts whioh naturally arose 1n so far flung a bUSiness. 

Haight, Henry', 'Dearborn,.I14ieh,lgan, a good ~r1end ot Eber WaJ'd and 
an associa te w1th him 1.n many enterprises. Haight was 
espec1ally impressed by the Ward theory that prosperity 
cou.ld oome only 1t there wel"e a mingling of m.anufaoture 
and a.gr1oul~ure. He lives, today, next doo~ to Henry 
Ford, who has espoused muoh the same theory. 

Holdlngehaueen, Fred. Crystal He1ghts, M1ssouri;& pioneer who 
helped build. the first plate glass wol'ke 1n Amerioa and , 
who remembers viVidly much ot the hlstoryot that early day. 

Hubb&vd, ~ank Vi., "hose tatherLangdon Hubbard came to Huron 
Q1 ty, U1ohlgan, betore the 01 v11 War an.d started in. ' 
business on funds advanced br Eber Ward. A l aetlng 
tl*1e,ndablp developed and the son reme mbered many 1nte1'est­
ing deta11s otLake sh1pping 1n the earl, days , 

Maurer.John D., l ate Superintend,entor the I l l1nols Ste"el Oompany. 
Mllwaukee branoh, who made a.vailable many-of 'he early 
reoords ot the Milwaukee un1 t or the Ward mills., 

.·.'.>~:"-:·~·l."; ~~A:;;"': 
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MerrIll, Mrs. Maude, Lexlngton, 141Qh1gan_ Mrs. Merrill. now more 
than a hundred yeare old, lIved on theSt,Olalr RIver all 
or her lIte. For yee.rsehe oolleoted cllpplngs ot 
Inte,reat relating to events on t he river. Many ot her 
reoolleot,ions tIt tnto ,th1s study. Mrs . MerrIll has 
contributed. a large part of her htstorlc oolleotlcm to 
the Burton Oollection 1n DetroIt. 

Mershon. WillIam B., Saglnaw,M1ehlgliln, one .. tlme presIdent ot the 
Ward-bu1lt Pe're Marquette Railroad" and interested 1n . 
the SagInaw lumber buelness~ Mr .. Mersbon knew Eber Ward 
well~ w~rked wIth h1m,and earrieG_ on after Ward t s death,. 
Intorma tion gleaned trom him .as Invaluable. 

Miller, Wlillam A., a sawyer 1n the Ward Lud1ng t .on mill. Desoription 
or the mill, a8 well as piotures ot It. pl"'oved ot value. 

Pursall.John, Orystal C1ty,Missouri, worked in the plate glass 
worka from the time 1t was started by iber Ward. ala 
reoolleotions ot condit1ons eX1etlng 1n those early days 
proved interesti ng and valuable. 

Riley, J(att, Wyandotte. Michigan, worked 1n the f1rst steel mlll, 
l'emembe,red Ward well, remembered. too J oond1tlcms that 
e~lsted in the Wyandotte worka~ 

Sangor,John P ••. Cherry Island"M1ohlga.n, another Wyandotte mlll 
worker who provided oonsiderable baekground tor this 8tu~. 
By oheok l ng the reaolle,otl0na of these pioneers against 
eaoh other it was poesible to 8,ltt t act tro,m f10t1on, 

f hOmas,George,WyandotteiMlohlgan, was present when rolls broke 
1n Wyandotte Mil at tlme an effort was made to roll the 
first eteel ~a11s trom steel made 1n the exper1mental shop'S. 

Teel.ing, John. Wyandotte" Mlc.hlgan" made the shoe tor the first 
commercial eteel ingots pOUl'ed in t he UnIted States. Hls 
memory Iill at!ll oleax- and hi e reoolleot1ons vivid. He waf 
able to describe the eoeneat tha t first pouring nth 
~QQuraoy. 

Trueman,Joseph, Detroit, Michigan. WQS ona ot the men brought trom 
Scotland by Eber Ward beoause he knew steel manu.:raqtU7.~e. 
OontJ'1buted much of i mportanoe on the early expel"lmente. 

Wsscott.J. Ward, Detrolt, Mlohigan, a nephew of Eber BroOk Ward. who 
1s .till 1n the ehlpplng business an-d who.se art1.ess are 
located on the Detro1tR1Ter trontapproxlmately in the ~ .a.me 
looatlon where the Ward offloes were loc atedorlg1nally .• 
Whlle he J"emembered lit t le of h1e uncle, he d1d have a large 
0011eot10n of photographs of boats ot t he old Ward 11ne~ 

W1llium, Jo:seph and Howard. two brothers a,t Ludington,Michigan. who 
worked 1n the 8 b W mills and the salt blocks and who con­
t:rlb~ted much l ntormat1on on the early exper1ments in salt 
in Mlob1gan. 

',' 
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~EOOUDARY SOUROES 
• 3 . ~ 

Books 

Dodd. Mead 

Oonte-lna exoelle~t ohapt&~on Great takes and 
on 1mportant'" ot Erie and St . M~ry t S 08,na1e. 
Well wJ'1tten but not documented. 

& Oompany, 

Wrltten 'by a former Commlss1onerof Navtgation . 
this book tells the '9tor2{ ot shipping on the . 
(b'eat Lakes 1n an author1 t&tl ve manneJ',. 

Beasley,Norman. ){1ohlgan, the Wolverine State, Doubleday. Doran 
& Oompany, 'New, York. 1936. · 

A eulog1etlo, well written booklet streee1ng the 
greatness ot Miohigan and the h1stori0 past whloh 
helped to make her great. Interesting tQr a qulOk 
glimpse tnto the romance ~110h bullt a state. 

Beers,J.H •• Hl13t,Ory Of the Grea t Lakes, Beers & Company,Ohloago,1899 . 

A rambling aooount ot ' life on the Lakes. 
f'e'lla many storIes relating to Wa.l'd boats. 

Berglund~. A~ , Tille U~1t~d Sla,~ef .S~§9i ,OqJl?oratl0,n," Columbia. 
Un1versIty Press, Ii ewor' .~O". 

A detailed s tudy eoneernlng itself prinoipally 
wi th the. period atter:U~OO.~he earl.y ohapt.8ra 
Qonta1n muoh lnformation on t he development ot 
the , Bessemer process 6S well as discussion., 
relating to the value ot M10blgan ores. 

Boucller.John N., .,11J1am ~ellt. Gate en aburg, Po.. I 1924. 

PrIvately printed, thle book is, perhaps. the 
tlrst attempt to g1ve the honor ot inventing the 
process of mak1ng steel by blowing cold all' through 
molten lron to William Kelly. an honor "hioh haa 
now been genel"ally given him .. ' Evidence 18 based 
largely on lnform&tlon stlppll ,ed by Mrs. Kelly aft-er 
the inventor's death. 

. -::"',~ .;: !"-t .. : ·~ ~ ' .r.- .' .• 
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Oartwrlght .Oharles E •• 'The 'lale ot Our Merohant Sh1pS, S. F .• Dutton 
&I Ooaro&ny.New York. 1924. ' ; , ; ' , -

Str'$sses lmp,optanot' of the at. Mary • s Canal upon Great 
Lakes shipping and u~on t he development ot industry 
In the Middle West. iook 1s not well d~oumenteQ. 

QaseOD, He~be~. t H, • i !he ,Roman,ct;? of ~'leef. A. S. Barnes Gomp$.ny , 
New York, '· 90'1. 

AS tb6 title ind1cates this book 1s written in an 
easy .. readable atyle, Not annotated but oompar1 sons 
indloate that the teeta are, in the main. oorrect" 
Ver-y good on ,the early h1story or the steel bus1ness 
1n the Un! te-d States . Gontalne mti.ny good p1otures. 

CatlIn, ,Ge, .o.rg. e B., :£~e Sto,ry ot ne'tF21t~ Detro1t News, De'tra1t, 
loh1gan .• 192'.1 , . , . . bQ , 

A new,spape;rman"s aocount ot t he high lights ot 
Detroit h1story, taken largely t"om the tl1es ot 
the newspaper.s. ' Oont&1ns manytaote relating to 
early business d .. Gvelopment 1n Detro! t. 

Qhannlng,Edwar4 and t.,anelng, M .. F., The Storr ot'ibe Great Lakes. 
Macmillan Company" New '¥ork, 1912. I' - , . . 

Any book by Prot. Ohanning 'merlte sttent1.on ana 
this one 1s no exception. Develope Great Lakes 
tratfic with &peo1a1 empne.e18 on the importance 
ot the Er1e and StlMarylS canals. A tine, though 
ehort, bibllog~aphl 1& appen4ed. 

Eaetly the outstan41ng work 1n thls 11eld. Publ1ehed 
lf1th lunds supplle4 by the O~negle Institute ot 
'Wa.shlngton, Volume I oa1'r188 thes'tory to 1860, 
while Volume II oont1nues 1t to 1890, ' Glass. 8teel, 
lUmber" salt ,. all are treated 1n t his wox-k and. in 
add1tlon. ample reterenoes give valuable leads to 
new t1e1490t lnvestlgatl,on. 

Cotter,A" ~ie! sAU1;hent1& H~$torx 0: . U~lt!!LSt;,.~e Steel~ MoodJ 
·"agaZ ne I DooiompanY. Dew fork" 191 • J .~ 

~ottel" 1s writing detlnltely from the oo:rporatlon 
polnt ot view. H1sm&tex--lal 18 taken tl'Om oorpot-a­
t! on souroes and no etto;rt appears to be made to 
oheok with other known (sot.. Not annotate4. 

: ..... -~. 'I.~:. ~ 
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Del1e..Harr1ette M~ . The Polit1cs ot ~OhlSEln. Longmane Green" 00 •• 
new York, 1912&:~ , ' u 

The periOd covered 1s tha t from l865 to 1878 and an 
effort is made to show the relationship between 
politics and the building of the Miohigan railroads, 
t he Miohigan Central a nd the Pet's .Marquette being 
among those d1 eeusaed. 

'armer, 811a,', a, ::h~ His,tor:rot Det~1 t , and Mloh' gan. Silas Farmer 4: 
00 mpa.n1'. lair. 

Largely a oompllation ot faots but ~aluable 1n that 
Eber Werd appears again and again 1n 1 t s pages. or 
1ntere.t is t.he fact that the Wyandotte steel ,exnerl­
meat 1s not evenmentloned. 1nd1oa tlng t hat in 18Sj 
thee$ exper1ment$ were not oonsidered ot great 1m ... 
portanoe. Pt'Qf'ua~ly il.lustrated. . 

Flsh,Carl RUBsell" The Rise of the Oommon Man, Maomillan Oompany, 
New York, 1957. ' · .. ' .. 

One of the f1rst books to er:a:phaelze t he lite of the 
ave~age manana. to stress the taot that the aots ot 
the politioian, are, atter all. regulated by what 
tbe common man thinks. Good tor desoription of :Ute 
in the M1ddle West at the tlme Ward came to p ower" 

'1 te, Emerson •. £a0etal and . ~ndu.ayrla1 Qo,ndiF1ona in the North dur,lng 
She O~V!l War. fiacmtil:an Company. ew '!tork. 1910., 

~o.llent and lnvaluable in an underatand1ng ot 
condltlonaat the time when 'business was emerglng 
In the United 5tatea . Has muoh Information on the 
oondl tiona of the lumbeJ:" and aal.t 1ndustry at t he t1me~ 

"""owle.Otto. 8aul"S,te .. Uarl ~1. a~p.l?utnam·s Sona,tiew York. 1925. 

By an offioi al of the Sault and a tormer state senator. 
the book is well dooumented and largely taken from 
offIcial state papers. It 1s easily the oest book 
·on the canal whioh has oome t.o hand. 

l"ed,r1ok.J .. Ii. f 'l'he Da,vel'012m!lnt ofAme~loan Qommeroe, D.Appleton 
Oompany"N'e\t York, 1932. . . ; . 

Complete· w1 tll statl&t1aal t ables and informatiQn ot 
lmpol ... tano9 to this study. The author 19 a professor at 
the Unlversity of Pennsylvanla.. Wel l dOQumented. 
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Fuess,Olaude M., Oarl Sohupzj Dodd,Mead & Oompany,- New York,1932. a . _. . 

Well wrlttenl well d.ooU"ltlented. Of use 1n tblestudyonl, 
tor reterenoea to the Detro1 t connections of Sohurs. 

Gll11nder, James, lAme rl oan Glass Intel'ests', In Chauncey M. Depew, 
One Hun:dred Ye,ar! o.fAmerloa.n pOMero~, 2 vole .. D. 0_ Hayes 
Oompany, New York, la95. · . 

Wrl tten by a president of one of the glas8 oompanles, 
thls artIcle, appear1 ng 1n Volume I, 1s one ot the best . 
It oonoerne Itself entIrely w1th the h1storic development 
of the glASS compan1es ot wbloh the Orystal 01ty plant 
18 one. 

Goodale,Stephen,Ohronolop of iron ana Steel. Penton Publisbing 
Oompany, aievelana. 1935: If • 

Exactly what the title indioates. 
the development of steel is noted. 
volume" 

Every ino1dent in 
A handy referenee 

Gras,N.S,.S., Indgstrial Evolution. Harvard UniversIty Press, 
OambrIdge,lass. ,1930 ·~ 

This protessor ot Business HIstory at Harvard t akes 
leadIng industries, i.e. eteel, lwnber. eto., and 
traoes their development w1thout, however. lntro .. 
duo1ng the human element. 

Haworth.Paul,:z~_ Unl_t.dS:!i~tes .ln~ur Own,Tlmes. Charles 
Sorlbnexo s Sons, New York, 19M. 

Chapter it dlscusses the development of B1g Bus1ne.a 
in the per10d following the 01v1l War, the movement 
to whlob Eber Waird oontr1butedso much. 

Rlstorl or Franklln,Jetterson,Washlngton,Crawtord. and .Ga.conade 
Oountles,Mi seoUl'l, lSSS. 

Though the author remains anonymous,. this large 
volume conts.1ns muoh informat1on on the found! ng ot 
tbe pl ate gl aBs works at Orystal Ctty, information 
whloh could readIly be ohecked from other sources. 

~f stor:c ot Ma.s2n qoun 1;1, Mioh1gan, 1882 . 

Another of the County h1stories which must be handled 
Judiolously- This one ra). ates the events leading to 
the development ot the Ludington Lumber m11l8~ 

,' ... ~'~:. :.i::.t·t-: :i. .:"?~;~~. ~: 



... 3'. ... 

H1story otSt.C:la1r Oountl,Mloh1gan~ A. T.Andreas,Chloago,lS83", 

A oounty h1story that disousses ' the settlement ot 
the St, Cl,alr ellores including the building of WaJ>d.s 
Landing , the l a ter Marine 01 t1 . Much of th1s 
history was wr1tten by Rev" O. ,C.1fhompson" a ploneer 
1n the district and tr1end of Eber Ward. 

Holbrook.Stewart H •• lton ,Brew. The Maomillan Oonrpany,New lork,. 1939 

i\ oolorful tale of' the d1soovery of the lronm1nee 
1n lUchlgan and Mlnnestoa and the importanoe ot 
these d1sooveries upon the J'apldly grow1ng 1ron 
and steel 1ndustry. Emphasites lite 1n the mines 
and 1n t he shope rather than org&n1zat10n. 

Jeans, -T .• S., Steel, E . and F. N. Span" London, lSeO • 
. j 

The beet book on the subJeot, publlshed 1n iingl 'and 
and dolng tor that co~try what Swank does tor the 
Uni.ted. States.. Emphasis 18 plaoed on inventions 
and naturally the English polnt or vlew 1s stressed. 
Besse-mer 1s cred1ted w1th the develo'Oment at the 
cold .. a1:zo );>1'00888 and Kelly 1 B soarc)eiy mentloned~. 

1e1 th" Hannah E" .;;,;An __ ~~,;;;.p~",~~~~ __ ..m:~~:.:;;.::::. ...... fto~';;";;;';;;";;';"""'" 
1n M.1 op1gB.n • . 

; 

Well annotated and or va lue 1n any study ot the 
St. Mary· s Ship oanal. Probably a Doctor· s dissertation. 

Krult,Paul de. Seven Iron Men, Blue Ribbon Bookt!. NewYork,1929. 
- ; , . 

Story of the ssVlen Merr1tt brother. who (llscovered. 
the Mlssabl iron range. Though the story deals with 
a period atter tne opening ot tbe t110hlgan m1nes. 1" 
1S usetul tor 100 a1 Q-olor 88 well as t or many 
~ete'renoes to the earlIer .h1story ot m1ning. 

L1ngley t Oharles R., Since theel vil Waro. The Century Company" 
New YOl"k. 1926 " § - $ . t . 

While th1s book is of t he text book variety, Prot. 
Lingley senees the economic andsoclal ohanges taking 
place after the 01 v1I War end stresses the·se ohanges 
1nstead of the political hlstory of the time. The 
growth ot lUg BusIness reoeives considerable spaoe!! 

':,·, .. ,:,.:,;t·i."; .~.:'{~r;:.>' .. ~ 
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Marvin, Winthrop L •• rae Amerlc~n M~rc~ant~a~lne. Oha$.Sorlbner l a 
Sons,. New York. 190~. . 

Another h1St.ory on shipping which contributes new 
thoughts on inland l ake transportation. wlthspec1al 
emphas1s on the fish l ng 1ndustry, 

atatbewts.Mrs.LolS ,(K1mball) , T~e ~anS1on ,otN,ew Englen? Houghton. 
Mifflin Company. New Yo:rk. 9B§. 

Invaluable to ~ny stud,y seeking the· oauses whloh 
b~tlght settlements to the Mlddl& States. well 
400umented and dena in a soholarly style. 'thework 
wae 40ne uncier' the d1reo:~lon of Prof essors Turner 
and Paxson, 1n ltself a reoommendati on. 

Merk, Frederl ok. EsonomlO Hi S t9~ Of, VI'" $0011,81 n . durl og the .01 vii War 
Perlod, wlsconslnlstor :081 §oolety, laMson, 1916. 

. - ( 

Asoholarly analysis ot tbe State during the' period 
treated in th1 s study f Chapters on labor and 
lntluetry proved especially valuable. 

1«1118, James 0., Hlstory o~ _S~ln&W Oounty, Seeman &: Peters. 
Saglnaw.,M1Qblg-an, 2 vo e. 1918. 

One of tne better oounty h1stoPles~ Good tor taots 
on the de.,elopment ot the lumber and salt 1ndustry 
'nthe Saginaw Valley. 

M"lr\ne ))!.reo~0!iZ , 0' ,the, Cfr.a,~ lLa,k,~~;. Ml t ,obell &i Oompany. 1900~ 

Available !.n the Wisoonsin Historical Society Library 
at Madison. Noe" 21 and 22 and 23 deal w1 tb Ward 
boats. giving many speOifications and also original 
tlr8t~hand narratives ot 11te on the boa ts. . 

Hussey, Henry R.... pomb!natlons l,n. the¥,lnl!!K ~ndgetrl' Oolumbia 
University Press, 10d5. . , 

A study ot business Qonoentratlon and organization 
1n Lake Superior 1ron produot1on. 

Nevins, Allen. Xhe Eme£Senge ot 1I0481'·n Ataerioa. Maomillan QOllpany" 
' l~ew York. 1ge1. . 4 L "t. . 

Stresslng th$ 8001&1 &n4eoonom1o post .... war baokground., 
Prot ... Nev1ns here pro'l/l(lee the, be·at baokground study 
tound tor the subJeot under d1soussIon ... Ably written and 
well dooumented. tbe book Qontains muOh useful intormation. 
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liewton, StanleYt §ault .Ste. Mar1~h Sa.ult · News Printing (JoxnpanYt 
'Saul~ Ste . iiiiil~, 'i10h1gan. 1923. . 

A publloat.lon by a 10_1 histor1an wblC)h appears 
authent1c a. to taet • . • uoh local folklore whlch 
1s useful tor 00101' •. 

Powers" Pe;rry r. " A H1S~()ry of Notthftrn Mlohlsa..n, 3 VQ18~ ,Lew!.. 
Publish1ng ~()mpa.ny, Ch1oago. 1:11 •• 19i2. 

Oontains lIluchdet811 on St . Uaryte ship oanal and 
on the d1$Oovel'1 and working or Miohlgan 1ron mines • 

.n~I?J1bllcap. P$rtf 1n MAablsar. Detroit Tr-lbune, 1904" 

Contains oomplete tabulatl.ona and results of all 
Mich1gan e1e0110n8. Valuable to th1e study tor 
1nformation relating to eleot1ons or 1872. 

. . 
Proto, Megel 1s well known tot- his w01"k on railroad:8, 
l)ut bie &naly.is of the westward movement shows the 

ame . scholarly app:roach "e hili work on r~11. 1l"oads. 

R1pley,1I1111a.m Z"eruats, Pgols agd pOr'RoX'atlons, G1nn & OompanY'. 
Ne.lork, 19 . 6. 

Ohapter ! . ot this book conta ins $n article by J. W.Jenke 
on 'The Mlehlgan Salt AS8oc1at1.on·, the first attempt 
in th1s oQuntry at buslnesa oODsolldatlon by agreement. 
Eber Ward was In.trumental 1n the Ol'ganl~atlon ot th1s 
Assooiation . 

Schart; Thoma •• R1&-tpry or 5:;. ~oua.p 0'1 ty, ~nd Oount.x. 2 vole .. , 
St.J..oule. 6186oun . 18 Of 

Contalns good and authentic dieou&slon on the con ... 
atructlon of the Ward Orystal City Plate GlasB works. 

Sohless1nger,Arthur M .• New Yie!P91nts 1n American H1et0tl. The 
Maomillan Company, New forx, .. 1931. -

In Ohe.pteJ;' XI Dr. Schless1nger traces the toroe. whloh 
bro"ght about a change in the e-conomy ot theoountry 
after the Qlvl1 Wu and shows how 1nventions and 
inoreased demand brought on the era of Blg BU81ne8Q ~ 
NfH" ideas a.re expressed 1n a. scbolorl.y manner-. 

" :.~!.~;:-':-l.'.: ;: ,--:.'{~:~ ::. ~': 
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Shatev,Joeeph, F(mr, f/1sopns1n Count18s, Stat.e Historical Soc1ety. 
Madlsc)n. Wlso0'n&ln, !§27. 

A splendtd, ,or1 t1(Jf:.l work wh10h traces the d evelop­
ment ot . Milwaukee 'Gounty and whioh traces. likewise. 
the QhMge from an agrl cultu:J,"e.l to an lndustr1al 
&OC'nomy. 

StanwoOd,Ed\,ard.~ert~anTar1tf. Oop.'9roversle"t 2 vols . f Houghton., 
Wittlln Company* 1§03~ . 

A tine study indioat1ng the re~son9 to~ varying 
opi n1ons on the tar1ff tn difte'rent parte 01' the 
country. Good. d1S0u8s1on on ppot'eotlon ,for ·infant 
industries· ot wbloh the steel industry was one. 

5tevers,Mar'tln D •• Steel Tral1!l.t Mt lton, Baloh & Oompany, New York, 
1935. : ;. I' OJ ' 

,J\ good disoussion not only on the westward extension 
ot the ralls but also on the transition trom iron to 
steel. It was the ateal ralls. tirst rolled in the 
Ward Chicago works. that made r ailroading feasible 
a~d proti table_ 

E~oellent to~ traclng growth of tartff sentiment 
1n tI1 0higan with the ooming ot industries. 

Swank, Jam. es M., Ar Oollection of Statletli" Rels.}l, ~o the Ir9n 
and Steel !nd.ustrles of tlie .unfte . Ste.te~.p . l1ad.lpbla,1893. 

Ottlo1al statistios 1ssusd by the American Iron and. 
St.eel Inetl tute Qompl1ed by ita seoreta17. Show. 
olea~ly bow Amerioan ralls. al4ed by the tarift. 
drove the Engl1sh ralls ott the Amerloan market. 
Copy or booklet a.vallable in W1 socma1n Hi,torloal 
AS$oolatlon li,brary at Mad1son." 

8.8 .. 
S92. 

The most thorough and moat aoholal'ly work on the 
history ot ll'on and&teel that haeyet been wrl tten. 
The author was these()~etB.J7 and general manager ot 
the American Iron and Steel Assooiation tor over twenty 
years ,and the work 1s produced trom offioi al l'ecor4a. 
ol-lgint:ll monographa and p.ersona.l lnformat.1on. a.ant 
was the outstandlng author! t y on this subjeot in the 
Un1 ted States,. 

\ .c",'. -::"; 
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Tarbell,Ida M., The Lite or E,lbeX" H.Garlt D.Appleton & Oompany. 
New York, 1125. 

A biOfraphy ,by this student ot Blg Business" Wb1Qh 
1s bu 11 upon source materials.. Of value 1n that 
it depicts the early development of the iron and 
steel business in Il11nois and traces t he growth ot 
the \Vard l nterests until they blossom forth Eta the 
United States Steel Oorporation . 

'fausaIg,F .. W., The HistoR ot the Present , Tar!tf, G. ,P.Putnam's 
Sons , New York. 85. 

Deals prinoipally with the ettorts made by growing 
olil81nessto1" higher t aritfs atter t he Civil War~ 
The struggle by both tbestee1 and the glass In­
terests are discussed. 

Utley"Henry M., !J,ohigan. 4 vols~., Publishing Sooiety of Michigan, 
Detro1t,M1ohlgan, 1906. 

A voluminOUS hIstory t1w.t oon081"n8 ltself more with 
exploration than w1 th later development. Volume III 
oonoerns i t self w1th the discovery ot Iron ore and 
the building ot smelters. 

Welle, Da'fld A:. fuAJ~ent EQonoml0 Ohanges and their Effect UDon 
Produotlon and Di8trtbution, New York. 1889" 

ells was one ot the tirst to. note the change 1n 
Amer1can economici,. He wrote at the time when the 
gr$at transit10ll was taking plaoe and he proved 
himself a keen observer. Hle work ha. beoome the 
handbook tor all modern writers on thlseconoml0 
trend. 

Wilhelm. Dona.ld. The ~tor§ otSteel . Un1ted States Steel Oorpora­
tion, New York, t 16. 

A highly documented., from the company p01nt ot 
vIew, work , whlch , must be handled wlth great cert. 

Wil11ams , Ralph D., The Honorable PeterV/h1te" Penton Publishing 
Oompany. Oleveland.Oni 0. ; 1907. ' 

An excellent b-l ography ot~ne o.t the pioneers ot 
northern Mtohigan. E,8peolally good . cn tbe iron 
country and on the bu1lding ot the St .Jlary '8 ship 
oanal. WhIte .. a s a contemporary ot atld friend ot 
ElleX' Ward and had JDanydeallngs with the Industrial1st. 

":.:,, ~ :":-:'!-l."'; ,,!, 
~:,";~;~::; iO: 
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Magazine Articles 

Applegat.e, Tom S ... 'fl1ston ot the Preas in Michigan -, M10hlgan 
Pioneer Colleotion, Vol. VI,p .62 •. 

" i 

1>180u88e8" the· tounding ot the Detroit News by E. B.Ward 
and th.e oomlng to Detro!. t or C·arl Schurz. . 

Brown, ·Oharle·s W., ·Plate (Uass", Amerioan lnst! tute ot Archi tects, 
PFooee,d,i,ngs, 1899. 

A brier reView of the history of the manufacture· 
of plate glass. Statements are· not authentioated. 

Oas80n, Herbert N., 'fhe Romanoe of Steel and " Iron in Alnerloa ", 
unsey M¥a.zl~e , Aprll .... Deoember, 1906. 

Muoh the 'lime a$ the published work by gaeeon 
already menti oned. · Magazine cont 8.1ns mlmY 
piotures ot value to this stu4y. 

Pi ttsburgh Plate Glass COIllpanjf, Glafs Hale. 1939-40. 
4.,. . 

Published monthly by the Orystal Oity lV-orks. this 
oompany publioation. edited by Lewla W. Roap, oon­
talne many at,rt1Qlee relating to tbe early history 
ot the plant aa well as biographioal sketohe. ot 
the p1 onee%'s f 

Higgins, Samuel G •• ··The Salt Induetry in Miohigan', Miohigan 
Poll t1Q&l Sc1ence Aelaotat ion Publications; Vol .IV, No~2,1900 

J ' . i. , . 

A good summary of the development of s alt in 
the . Sagina w and Pere Marque't te d18triote •. 

Ivey.Paul W., "?Jbe Pere Mar quette Railroad Oompany'" MlQhlg a.n 
IUetorloal !:ubllo e.tlqn8~ Vol . V. 1919. 

The best avallableaooount ot the bulldlngot 
th1s important rallJ"oad whloh pla,ed suoh an 
lmportant pa%'t 10 Eber W~d' s 11 fe. 

Milwaukee Chamber otOomneroe R!t(or~s. 1869 ... 1878 
, 

Gontaln many reports and ,statistios relating 
to the ' a1 V1ew unit Gt tbe Ward mille. 



... 382 .. 

M~lwaukee ,¥opt,hlr !!gilzlI\e,,1872 ... 1SaO 
. . 

The Bay Vlew m111 reoeived much attention 1n 
thlapublloEl.'Clon. Provides good oontempor.ary 
mate~la.l. . 

Pittsburgh Plate Gl~as Company, Pittsburgh People. 1940 

Contalns much information relating to the history 
ot the Crystal Oity Glaaa works. 

Stewart, William R. ,-Glass Making·, c.osmopolitan Maga~.lne; Janua.ry 
1904. pp.139·154~ 

Deta11e4 aooount ot the history ot gless 
manufaoture, plus a pOpular desorlption of 
manutactux-1ng processes and. praotioes. 

Wlnchell, Alexander, .lIThe Saliterous Rooke and Salt Springs of 
Miohigan", Amerioan Journal ot SCience, Vol . XXXIV_ 

A good <Uscusslon of the development ot the 
Michigan salt inc1n·stry w1 th l"eterenoes to the 
Saginaw a.nd Pel"e 1!e.rquette districts • 

.. :.>~:...-:, .. -).",; 
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