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Pb'ACI 

~'t1cl_" br0841), 10_pl'.t~, ' 10 t~ .... of • 1 if. d .. 1ce-
\ ' , . '. . ,.,' (\ ~ . .' ,1 : ~. . .. .". , ' , 

ted to the .. ·cabU.bMbt of ao. ooat.d wttb the .u,.rutul".l wodd, 1. 
o I '. ~ ", '. i.. ,:, . t • • • ":!. I . ' • : '. ' '<, 

old.r Cbao C.1"",01t;. .. a ,.lUi'.l 4.V810,..ot of _I. r8U,loue lo-
r • ,< • I; . ~ ,J, '. : :. . " ,i ' ; ! ' '.. '\ • 

• linet. U,~. back AI.... ..the be,1_b,.of tha h-.n ,.'. 1.t 1a •• 
, J ' i \ , ; I· , I ' . ' .; , '. I l! . :" ' . I I) • \ . . • • . ' 

old •• re1'-110. n •• u. AU .... a" .11. c1vllb.t1ou produced _0 .M 

WIOMIl .tlo, _.tad hy the d.eir. to .~ Co4 ael""n1)" I'POuoced 

world1, .Ualra or ,pent th ... 1n, 10 .. ru of charU)'. ftue.. itod 

prophet. 10 the old l .. taMIlt .... vUre .oooCU1_ prev.lled, even .. a .. 
. , 

11,1ou. c~"lt"'j ,..,h .. th. Sou of t.N ~ophet., the I •• en .. , .Del 
, 

tb, coo'.~JI.t.. vir aiD. of t_ ta.,18. "18 .. 1-. too ) bacl it, .oqk. aDd 

".tal,.. b ,8Del'11, hovtV'l', tb •• , vutoQ fOl''' 01 .o ... Ua1 •• "'1" 
l11-d.Uoed .... uucablli, .QCl, bedU., l~ked au.ur1tatlv. dlr8Ctloo .nd 

ddt"'ta .u.* 
Cbd.U ....... tlc1 ••• f.r fro. cr .. Uq •• v tn' of Ufe, 

br .. thed a ... " .oul iDto the .. l.tloS .tnctu'l'e b)' .1viDa ."lD1t, fora, 
~ .' 

d1v1o. NctiO •• nd 'u ...... tU&'al ,111Y"'0" to 1&. na. ,v.llIaU.Qal eoua-
" 

•• la. tavlttlll cho ... ,0 ... 18 to l .. d • 11fa of wluohr), fO .... rt)', cheatU)' 

,04 0.,..1 ... , 10_ re •. poIl'.' frOID the ba,1na1q of our '1'. b)' botb .ua •. 

rba .... "'. oalh4 'H'Itc. or cpnfU'ou ..... the -..0 v1ta1u ' of 

OHMS, Qurlq ,be fir.t two c; .. tU&'1aJ the)' .u DOt •• 1at fon com-

aunlUa .• , 1"''''' .ib., punued th,iI- •• 0.Uc ,r!Ctlc.. totheu 0"" hoM" 

11v101 1. I'.tlr ... ot accor411ll to the clrou.ttanoa •• 
, 

• da.1I'. for • more cOllpl.ta .. p ..... Cloo froa the world b.-ou.bt 



111. 

about the iutituUon of tb •• nshod,t., who lad • eoUtuy lif. outdd. 
,( 

the dU •• ud tow.. lb. Decian pen.sution ln the midell. of tb. thlrd 

santu,. son.tr.ln.d th ••• _n to ratir •• van tIOr. a" ... k r.fu,e intbe , 

.,Ud.rn .... · the mo!t faIoue repr ••• ntative of thie type ·of · Ufe ... Salnt 

Paul of Theb •• (228-341) • 

. Subaequent decad.. w1tn •••• d further .volutlon of the mona.Uc 

id .. , ¥h.a the .neuritea. tbouah ltviQI l ·n ,.,.I'ate ceU. and foUowlnl 

no co.IIOn rule, ,roupad th ..... l v.. arouncl c.rt;ain .1clen .tn.at for th.lr 

w184011 and pl.ty, in order to Noefit fro. their db.cUon. the fir.' of 

the •• IDOna.Uc vUla, ... tb •• o-called l!ura.. •• 10vaJ'aad by the ,r .. t 
Sailat Anthony U~-3S6) who beeama the .plr1t~lf.tbel' of aU the .,Ak, 

of tbe th.betd ln IaYpt. 

%be firat .o8&a'.I'Y acool'dlol to our pr ••• nt t.r.1001011 vaa the 

work of Satnt Pachollliu. (292-348) at · 'abaau la the Upper lb_bald . Sine. 

he introduced the c~n 11fe (though l .. vlna uh freadoa to the lnd1vid-

..-1) and wrote the Uret IIOna.Us rul •• b •• Y truly ba o.l1ad tb. fatb.r 

of the so.nobtt ••• 

lD the".'. ktnt f.achOllliu. ' rule had !Oon to alv. way to that of 

Salnt aa.n the Grut (32'''379). Which introdQCH true c~lty life .nd 

r ... ln. without riva.l to the pra,.nt day-

11l the W •• ', the !/IO .... tic ielea, thou,h not .nUraly unkDown •• x-

nd •• el 1 •••• ttruUoD. until it fouod in Saiat AtbQal1u! (a. 296-373) 

an ard.n.t ctua.,1on. clul'lna hte .xUe iniOM. hOllthe .. on •• leo tbro\lib 

the .Uor.ta of a.lot · ... rtin of tour! (372-397), SatntVinoeat of Larin. 

(eltede. 434)· and •• t of aU c. •• lan (360 .. 420) ~ WIOMetid_ epnad ~aplcl-

1, tbrouahout lul'o, •• 
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.ltter IIIOre t~n a century, there wer. four kind. of ID!)nk. tn the 

We.', the heraita, the eo_bite., and the newly ri.en.ar.bai,t,. ,cad 

IlE.O'fa.ue •. The .u,btlt .. l1ved 1n theb feaiUe. or ,In ... 11 cOllllllU.n~ 

itL •• , hoViP8l' J without rule 0'1' .uperior.the , In~~a~~, a. their .na.me 

in41e8"', • . peat tbell' ti_ pa •• log 11'0lIl' o"e mone.t.ary to another, only . ,.' (. ,\. .' 

'Uying 10nl '8ftOuah 1n each to ,e •• ll.. the cOI*IDity vith thelr sl~th 

and .eDlual~~y. 

Aro~ 54Q, " .lnt ~.dict qf llur.aia (480 .. ~7) wrote hie aeaula 

Konacbot\lll.aule :01 •• which 800n .upar.ade4 eU othel" iul •• ,in the 

i 

Welt and ,pl'of~W\dly iq'lupced the de,Unl .. of Burope. Ttlls wa. reo-tIly 

due to the f~t that Sa tot Iened1ctngulated the detaUa of mona.tte life. , , 

in a.y that be4 Qav.rbe.o 40ne before, ,hill .1n the h ,.a; or lnthe W.,t 

(e.g . the l1tua1cal ~.g1slaUon or the .,.ul oode) aDd, .. co~lY . that 

iD hts dUcratioD he .et up a.Undard of ascetid. 1... .evere than that of 

Igypt orSYi'ta, Oil. that could be attained by all monk., l.aving it to the 

iadiviclualato p .. aetice greater au.terlUe. 1fth., f.eh the need of it and 

had pr,op"" peJ;lli.,ton. A con. ideub l,e. parC. of the rule i,a borrowed trOll 

dUferent.ouree. • Saint a.nedict va. fully acq_intad vith the Uvea of 

the D •• art 'ather., with tbe .lUll,. of Saint ... U alUl Ca •• ian, and,. 

ba.ically, he had no iDteDUoD to d .... rt ,.boa the pree.dente cl'eatad by 

tb ••• great pS'edec .. fOu. Meverth.l .... Sain,t Benedict '. p1:udent .ynthe-

.1,. produead • C'.OIIIplet.ly De" 1IIOna.c,ic sy • . t~~Th. rule i .• no,1t _d~ to. 

govern an order but to UI\l1ate the ,11fe of a tiaal. coenoblUc c;:oDlllNOity 

boun,c! tog • . ther by the nevly introduced vow of atablUty. Thia vov united 

•• eb lIQ'Pk for Uf. to the particular tIlOna.~er .y 1n which tbe YO" vere pro-

nouQCed. W .... hera a very beneficial modi,ticat1on of pre-ai_ting prae;­

ttee. v1thth. re.u~t of a •• uring conti'nuity of theory arul practice in 

each tIOna.tery . !he _neit.ry IS government 1& lDOu.rcbic in to"' and reste 

. F ... 
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witla the .bbot. elected for Ule by f~ee .04 unlver .. l a\lUrase. The 

alllO.t unliaitecl authoTity of the abbot ao4 th unquuU.onlug obedla.tce i 

of the subject monk' are tbe two pinara of Benedicttn. mo •• tie lU •• 

The d.11y occupation of t~ monk !iH\lbraces three e •• euUal cluUe.: the 

. Qhln. ofURe. the. COlllllllOn lLt\Jr.gicel. .prayer .. idat certain intervah of 

the day, splritual re.a,dlng, inc ludioa the study of Holy SCJ:'iptul'e, the 

Church 'at1)ere and .aceUc vdte'ra, and maqual l!b~)I· . the ,g .... t dhdplin­

ar1 force for humlUl oatun. ',fhb life 18 • eonatant search foJ' God in 

sUence I!lndaQlitude,bringlng abOut. c.oQv • . rJion 0' IllOrall .nd an incr •••• 

in vlt1;ue. 

On aCcoUllt of it. tllOder.tlon,Salnt Benedict f. l'Uhl, though itb44 

• e~rlous d,vel in the rule of Saint Columban (543-615). famPus for lta 

Ilevedty.,gradually wonth .... poe.iUon in the W.at "M.ch Saint .. aU '. 

rule occupied in the laat . The centurie. following Saint Benedlct l a death, 

however, loat daht of the patdarch I,. oriline! id.-is; consequently many 

innov.U.on. op,poaed to the rule vere :lntroduced . Ttle reetone for .uen a 

reIa.tion ley ,.traos_ ., it may aound" to • c'ertaln extent in the rule 

itself. ,01' • dace the rule did not •• tabU.,horga1\ic: boo4. of uni.on. b ... 

twe.e" the :l.ad1vld~1 aonast.x-i •• ,the danaer of di.;~nloa found no effective 

1'81Il.edy. and the 1'eau1 twa. lack ·off.rvo1l' and decUne. Moreover. the, thou­

s.nd,. of !IOnk ... kina up the 8rea~ n~ber of Benecl1cUne monattert .. in 

B,urop. were .1l1Oat cODataot.1y .xpo •• a to wal'. :lnva.iona . politicalatrUe, 

.nd tht. unaVOidably had tt. dhastrou. reperousalona .Onentime. it be .. 

came iapoa.,ibleto ke.p away fr01l1 worldly atfain, to keep woridlto ••• out 

of the tIOna.Ced... Cona.q\Jently. J the lIOoks of the W.at often fa11.d to 

11ve up toth.1r 1IIOneatle lc1eeh, introduced new cuaC:ou favorab.le to a 
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more C:OIIfortabl, l1vins eDd. 1n order to jua'Uy aucb. procedure, too 

.. IY intarpr.acaUona tier. S$.veo to the orla1aal pr.aol'lpUonl of tbe nd.e .. 
..: 

Sev.ral.tt...,ta wera .... to nfora th. d.plorabl. 11tlMatton, two 

of vblch Mr!t ,.,.ele1 attention. Th. f'int one t. eODaected witb tha 11"-

'ormatOJ:Y act1vlU •• of i.iot Ben.cUet of An1aQ ~a. 1.50-821) at Wo'e In­

aUpUon the a..,erot:' Louil the UOUI convoked a eongr.ptlon of abbott in 

4i.x-l.':'Obap.U,. (iU7). Thea.umbly pas •• d e1abty ~a.no~, 0 .11' capitula aa 

th.y were <laUecl, to r .... dy tbe uietina abu'" .&ideo proJllOte • gruter 
. '.. , 

unifomty in que.,tlona of ob,e:rvance . Tbe.e. canonaraceived bipedal 

.. nc~lon enclMc .... obUptory in the whole Fraokt.b tmpll'8 whieh at tba 

time compr becl tbe antir.e Ghd.tlan Welt. '111", .. ntthe iotroducUon of 

Saint aenedlct t. rule 1n allW •• t.rn .,aal'.rl •• an4th, dl .. ppuranee of 

aU rival rule •• 

there Cd be no doubt about tb. flght intantion" of Saint B.nedict 

of Anian.. aUll in ord.r to obtain hia endt, he bad tOl8041£y tbe ancient 

rule in many way.. ~aplnl the I'ul. aa • b.ab, ha it:',anted additional 

c1othS-ng. mitisated the r&suleUon. of faaUna. andeona1derably incr.aaed 

t he l1twraical •• rvie.. . Sunday. and f ... edaya vare abloa' exclutivaly 

...... rv.4te lltu~ateal fUDCt"ona~ .pel, in ianeral, lU~8iCAll prayer ba~ 

e .... all80lt the only occu,.Ucm of tha.oka. tetM claertment of the otber 

.... ntle1 oOliponenU of Benedictine I8Onaat1clamt'pidtual reading and 

.. nual leboli. the la.Uer. thoughninatat.d. va. r.cl~el to • ",.tnt_tanct 

ag~lcu1turel work we. a l tos.tber 4ilcont1nuad. 

Saint B..ncadiet of Antana I, effort •• ,'" cou1.4 be fo-r •••• n. falled 

to prod~c. t .he d •• hed E •• vlts.. It wa. eertalnl, unfo~tunat. tut be 

bullt hLa refofll work \llGre on the protect .ion of tb. Emperor than on tbe 

uQcleratandlna and ',ympathy of hh f.llow abbott . 
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!be fO..u.USll 0'. Cluny Ul 910 mal'., ttl. .-OM lIiIpor." .t.~~ co-: 
.: _ret. rdOI"ll aAd. .,~t~c revival. _ Abl. l .... ~ ••• u'ltaadlDl. ~" ,.r,o ... 1 

110.11 .... , .'OlfCM .trlot ob,.rv.ac. of tb.rul.. tIlb att.-actd .,,' voca .. 

UOh, '0 tbat .oea otbaC: _u,t.rt •• coul. O. foUll4lail -, 01:uD1 I •• ucc~ •• ",.. 

le"l.l,. due ~ ttl paculur orpnbat.loh by -.leb •• ..-, ..... tFY.!ountl .. 

ft_ tt~ del .. , .. dll'aony or lodh'actiy. r .. ~ne4 ln ,beolut. d.pencl~e on . . -

,tll. _tber ab"-7' 'the abbo" of Cluny ._n1eed lull jur'''l~U,on l~ ~U . . 

liQbjM' __ ttarl •••• ppoiac.d .uper.i,ou of bh 0,", cbolca. a~ yUbaut btl 

AOCCloa itO' reU.1ou. f.a .ao.y bOUle coul'. ,. ....... Uy eccI.PCed. Iy tba 

baa·l_ina of tba ,..,.Utb century. CIYltypa::acUcaUy b ..... a MW 0 .... 1' ,,!tb 

.av,a"al b .... red bou ... " •• Uy tn '.-.nce~ III UipotbUlce 1& ".aked .... t to 

ROM .e a teu,tooe canter. end lU abbaU bee .... OY .... pri~ •• wl~b1D 

che u.n. of tbelr _t.n.t.ve po ..... 1Oft •• _ud.lq ttl. fuU .... of ). •• -

ttt.tt"a. J_ld.l .a4 a.uUvepcnNr. vleb 'lla 1I11b ... , ' .1nUna .o .. y 

.Dd avell •• l.rinl war. 

Tha I,.t .. flo\irbbed •• lOll, al Cluay ...... la •• '01' I'uleub\lt 

proved to "- U 1UnNtlefactoEY .01u"00 10 tbe ca •• of UDWl'tllJ a.bH'. . -na. 

Or'aoria.a., ... ta tbe .1 .... atb t'lltu~. cr .. Uaa ........ 1 d .. lr .• to re-

turn ~ot~. 'Welty 5f)Ul'~" 0. CIlIr~.U"U:J, .4e tlda "'0 ..ora avt4 •• t. III 

llUMI'OU' ",.,e .. 1 •• ,the dUb ... to raJ""."" ."pad" tb. Cllul'oh _cor4-

"'. to tlla la .. h of tbe ,dalU"a Cbur~b r ... ICacl ill .. .iQCI'''''' .eu.y. o' 

t he tlI'.adtt1.olU1 o·t tha De •• rtr.t~u. &Dd, t,,"-b tbe, autb,odtyof Salat 

leaedlct', I'ula ... bal'clly quaatloo" by aayone. I.nerat~ ••• riou. 4e.i'e 

for: ~"'It1C refo..... . ttw.ro.e S .... at aoaaa14 '. _ (a. 9$0.,1-027) fowt4atloo, 

e ... 14oU •• ..,u. for 1" IQUtar:y ute. perp.tual 111eaca, .avara ha'-•• Dd 

otber austeriUeaJ i.n ,-itatlon of chI o.aul; 'atb.ara. Slailer co_i..araUon. 
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prompted Saint John Gualbert (died 1073) to e.tablish VaUwnbrosa in Tu.cany 

with tta purely cQnteraplative lit., 1n atdct ailence a.od enclosure. Anot~.r 

" 
reforDIllOnaatery, the GraQ4 Chal'treu.e in iavoy, va. the work of Saint Iruno 

(925-965) who aho advocated a return to an au.tare and lilllpie eremitical 

l1£a. 

The .econd half of the eleventh century produced another champion 

'" 
of monastic ranuwali Saint Robert (a . 1028-1111). the founder of the mon-

a$tery of Mol.ame, Burgundy, in 10 75 . Thh was another attelllptto approach 

tile cOIJI1)On ideal of a strict asceticism, 1n agreement :with the above men-

ti&ned conterop&rary, undertakings. The probletll of the proper interpretation 

of Saint Denedict • s rule, however. 'soan diVided the new c:olllGl\lnity. In the 

ensuing t.ns10n a ch:cle of monks reached a . tgn1fic.ant conclusion; in ordar 

to reconstruct the bastc ideals of IlIOnasU.ciaa, ooe muat return to the 01'18-

inal purity, of the Rule, dLaregardin,g later interpretations. ioodificaUons 

'01: additionsot any kind. 

Thi. c'Onvict ion ultimately led tG tbe fGundation of ctueaux, 'Or 

New Min.tar .s it was fint caUed, in 1098, .nd mark. tbe beg1nnlng of the 

Ohter~i.n reform. Stepnen Barding, later on third abbGt; 0·£ ettaauK, played 

a decisive part in tba .. uudex-taklpgs. · Sub.equently he conaolidated the re-

form end by hb Charter '01 Charity oGnstructed the legal ha.mework fer the 

ref Grill's future develGpment. For all thi.. be ranks -.088 tbe Sfe.t.st person-

age. of thet .. Utb eentuxy and will alway. bave ab _inent place in the 

history of monaatici.. . The pre&ent tbeaia is an attempt to r~Gnatruct 

with the help 'Of cGntemporary and secGndary souxc. _terial Stephen Hard-

ing IS life and activities in so far as they are connec:tedwlth the found-

atiGn and ris. of Cfte.ux . 

A scientific account of St .• phen Bardin,'. life and work bas never 
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bean pubUshed Ln eny langqa" the only b1olr.phy tbue far ex.iet1-ng U a 

1898 t.print of .J: B: t)atgairns' .Lifeo£, St. ' , •• phen l'-~d1nij; a haaio­

graphic work. 'edited in tQndon in 1844 . A1thou$h tal bas been trand.ted 

.: 

into French. Gerlllan. and mor~ recently i .nto ltuftgarian, no on~ can •• rious1y 

d.ny the long-felt nece.sity of a thorough sCientific investigation of 

litephen Barding t s ¢ontr:Lbution to monastic :red.vd in the twelfth centullY , 

!'pecially in vie. of the ever i ncreasing intereat of ' our tifM' in medi(!val 

IlOnas tic.i sm . . 

Several p~im*ry 1I0U1:Ce& facilitate such' an undertaking. 1;he ~st 

important of th.em tis the bordlum Cht',rc:i.n.h Co.nobii. . c01I\lIlOnly c,Ued 

hordi wn . Parvpm •. St.phen Ha:rditig '. s accc)\mt of ctteaux IS foundation. It va. 

ptJbU..,hed by Pb'U.ipp • . G.ui$,~rd ; librar i an otth, Municipal Library of Di j on ' 

in France., und,r tbe "title Lee Monument. PriaHife de. la P;~gle "Ci.t.releoJ\.' 

(D i j.Gn . 1878) . 'lb. t~t 1t8elf is taken hom" 1l8nuacript of C!teaux, datina 

back tto the' yean beheen 1224· 1236 . Hugh S8jalon edited an improved t ,Qt 

of tb~ Exordium Eet'VUIJI in his N~8t1coe .Cbtergieps. (Soheme, 1892) A 

,Ull earlier text of tbe lhcodj!.um hrre, written in the fi.rat qlf of the 

twelfth eentury,was publhhed by 'riburtiu8 tiUmpfner in axordi'W ~1fS~rc"U. 

.:um ,SUJJIIIIl Carta, Carttatie at fundatiC)' pd!!~ 9,!!n!!oIQr ,fil1ar~tt.t.re1.i 

(Vae , 1932). 

Among other cont'8lllporny eouiee., the testimony of WilHam of 

Malme,bury. a cQniempot'ny Snglish Benedictine' (died a. 1143), ' tb~. a ' 

cQun tryman of St,'phen ilarding , has a peculiar value. William w.. an ind.· 

fatiga ble Writer of 'worlo .andCbu1:'ch hiatory. InBQo\l; Jour of' hiS Gaet.' 

a.egUlD An~l'orlJmJ publ ished in J; P Mtgne",Pftrolos1a ' Latina (,arts. 1899). 
. '. - ~ 

volum~ 179 , he dedicated an entire . chapter to the Cbterdan. ~ t1!tel-

lenstb(8) . fa ebb. aft.r an acc:ountof St4lpheo Rarding·, orig10, h. ' de· 

ecrib., tb. Ufe and,. brldly , the early hin!)"y of ctt. ... ux.cooolud1il& 



",. . 
.. "'it. ;;; t ephel'l ' c; ears of ii;OVey t IN t?ih . ·'ilU,arl of Malmes bur'.",s .:lccoun 

')ounds in h is (;ount rymtm I s pra ise ~nd for t his i ts Qutttor 'o'13t4 accused o!: 

ext reme nationa lism ov later histol-.i..ans" • One ~y. h::>;.1ever, do",h t t .il£l l: i 

!lational consciousness !~ained su.:h an erolncnce in the twelfth cent:u~ 

cOllsequently, WilHam of Cll<iimesbury ' ~1[u :;:'l1la t ioil r emains .~os t v.aluabl 

t o anvbodv hll: el'ested in Stephen H.a~:dir.g ' s H. 

l'i,e i ttell by Con::'ad . 

en tl irvao~ ; around 100 and published bv J . • Higulil . !~j:~ 

1135'~) • ~5bis. t hOllJh uo cont emporary urce, ie 

tin indis pens ible for St ephen Harding ' s biographer . It furtlishe s a con~ 

sideraul 6el t h of ill fol'cr.at icn abou t St e phen ' s chcwae t er. his vir t ues and 

ctivit:l.-as , and . iilreiore, r i ghtly itlt erpreted , supplell.ten t s t be aCCollnts 

"; "reviouslv ment io'oed auc t ors . 

,ngelus H~nr:i.q\.l'" ' 10 anrllq c over i ng t he early his t ory of cttc':;l\~., 

~ 

II (F .. yons» 161~2 - 1(59) . also co" sout:celoo t erbl for t he his to~-

i ... h me ot t he cone ns Q:.nrcssed i n t he 5 are t 

shared by mod~rn au t hor s . 

In 'i::he field 0 

n mont . po~lica t ion of t he Cist er c ian abbe . /)I\ehrer<1u lo Austria s ince 

1889 , cont ains several expert ar t icles 0 tanc e on St ephen I.arn -

i ng . lhe Trappis t qu:n: t eri!l. 

-:<:'!' e:'~h ptl I, "' :: "lt lcn of Wes t :caHe abbe y t .. .uro sj.nc ~ 1934. i .1> 

also ric h source " . .a t eri.c: he sl.lia 0 

:.<"stiv in ta t ' t he Cister-

c; Un Get~eral t~ouiie in l~Qme s il' '! €! 1945 . t he a,bove fllent 10ned ~lOiC kG 

t he aut : ... :: 0 bis t hes is has used and ccmsiJJHed t he lCemaiiling !,rint3li."Y as 

~.;elJ. as coudary 8 Cl~rc;es mentioned in t he b i't.Uograrhy . and , aft er h~"ing 
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expressed his deep gratitude to Dr. Cyril Smith, professor of Medieval hist­

ory at Marquette University, for valuable help and guidance, it is his only 

desire that his efforts may lead to a better understanding of abbot Stephen 

Harding·8 lasting contribution to monastic history. 
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CHAP'l'Elt 1 

FROM SBIllBORBE TO MOLESME 

In one of his wriUogs, the Exordium Ciaterciensis Coenobii, 

commonly called the E.xordium Parvum, Stephen Harding himself tells us that 

he was "an Englishman by nationality." The surname Harding corroborates 

this testimony, and~ beaides, pOints to an Ang1o~Saxon origin . Unfortunate· 

ly, t he year of Stephen Harding 's birth cannot , be established with definite 

certainty. Most Cistercian authors, however. agree t hat Stephen was ,born 

some ten years before the Norman conquest. i.e . around the year 1056. The 

fact that, according to the information given by the Exordium Hagnum Ordinis 

Chterciens:is, briefly called §xo,rdium Magnum. Stephen resi)tned his office 

on account of his advanced age in 1133 justifies such a presumption . Stephen 

was the son of noble parents of Northerll Bngland, in the words of Willi8lll ,of 

Ma1mesbury, the best contemporary authority, "non ita reconditis natalibus 

1 proereatus," which could be translated "not of humble birth ." 

InGesta ReguID Ang1orum," Patrologia Latina, ed. J . P. Migne (Pari· 
si1s. 1899), tom. 179, col. 1287.--As to Stephen's English origin the !!2r­
dlum Parvum. xvii. states the following: "Vir autem domni (Domini) albericus 
•.. migravit ad dominum. Huic successit quidam fra ter stephanus nomine. ang­
lieus naUone." Las Monuments Pt'imitifs de 1a Regle Ciltercienne , ed. Ph . 
Guignard (Dijon, 187.8). 73. --The account of the Exordium Magnum is found in 
Pat ro1ogia Latina, ed. J . P. Migna (Pariaiis, 1854). tom. 185bb, col. 1018, 
and reads thus ~ "Cum sutem beatus Pater Stephanu. officium sibi commissum •• • 
strenue administrasset, 10ngo confeetus sen10 , ita ut caliga,rent oculi ejus, 
et videre non poteat, curam pastoralem deposuit ." _ .. For additional informa­
tion of Stephen Harding ' 8 birth see Gregor MUller. ·'CtteauK vom Jahre 1109 
bis 1119," Cisterc1enser-Chronik, 28(1916). 2; and J. B. J)algalrns. Life of 
St . Stephen Harding Abbot of Ctteaux and Founder of t he Cistercian Order 
(London, 1898) , 2. In the latter we meet with the supposition that "St. 
Stephen wou1d ••• be a collateral ancestor of the Lords of Berkeley, who held 
Berkeley Castle continuously for seven hundred years and played a conspicu • 

ous part in English history. " 

.' , 
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As a child he was brought to the Benedictine priory of Sherborne 
.. 

nearSaU.bury in Do~aetshire where he received his early education and mon-

astic training. Following an abor t ive i nsurrection of t he native population 

aga,i ns,t the Norman conquerors J or, perhaps. as a' consequence of t he constant 

raids of the Norsemen, he left England and went to Scotland, or, 88 some 

historian!) say, to Ireland. By this time he had already given up t he , idea of 

definiUve1.y j oining ',a l1lOnsstery. possibl y a's a result of his dissatisfaction 

wit h Benedictine life a8 observed in Sherborne . 2 

We next find him in Paris, famousfo,r its excellent schools. where 

he spent several years in t he study of liber.l arts. His later life will 

2WilUam of Kalmesbury 's unequivocal testimony: "primo Scotia., 
mox Franciam contendit" in "Historia Regum Anglorum, " Patroloaia Latina, tom. 
179, col. 1287 iI.s challenged in favor of Ireland by E. Vacandard, Vie de Saint 
Bernard (Paris. 1895), I, 39 and by the irish Trappist author AUbe J. Luddy, 
The Cistercians (Dublin. 1952). 11 . According to Luddy, WUliam of Malmes­
bury ' 8 . text reads "Ex Anglia studiorum causa primum in Scotiam trans fre tav it ;'" 
consequently, the expression " transfretavit" cannot be applied to a journey 
to Scotland. Moreover, in the eleventh centu):'y the name liS CO tian was given 
to both Scotland and Ireland, as Can be seen from earlyChtercian martyto -
10g1es . --tuddy',s asse,rtions, however. are shared by very few hi.storians . For. 
a comparison of the passage quoted by Luddy with t he critical edition of t he 
works of William of Malmesbury (Willelmi Malmesbiriensis ~nachi De CesUs 
Regum Anglorum I.ibri QIJinque. 2 vols. , edited by William Stubbs, London, 1887-
1889) makes it clear that the text used by Luddy is not genuine. There is no 
" t r ansfretavit" in ''''Hliam of Malmesb\.lry's ~espective passage but ;'contendH, " 
meaning "he proceeded" or "he travelled. " BeSides, in William of ~lalmesbury ts 
writings llSco tia''' always r efers to Scotland . Lastly. even if t he original 
text should have read tl t r ansfr etavit. " it justifies no (:onclu8 i on in favor of 
Ireland, for the expression can also mElan "he pas led over ," "he cr ossed" and 
then it does not necessarily imply a sea voyage. Gen. 32:10 , referring t o the 
Jews crOSSing the Jordan, river, seems to confirm such an interpretation . - ... The 
fact that Stephen Harding was brought to Sherborne at such an early age should 
not cause any cU.fficulty. In chapter 59 of his Rule of Monks, Saint Bened'ict 
premits t he admission of young boys into his monasteries, provided the parenh 
gave their consent l "S'i quis forte de nobil1bus offert fUium suum Deo in 
monasterio, si ipse puer minor!aetate est:, parentes e jus faciantpetitionem. u 

The Rule of. Saint Benedict in Latin and English. Edited and translated by 
Abbot Justin Mctann (Westminster, 1952), 134 . ' 
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testify how seriously Stephen pursued his studies . t'lb ile in Paris. he received 

the call to devote himSelf to the service 9f God. This vocation was neither, 
i 

clear nor well-defined; i t could hardly 'be considered more than an awareness 

of the fact t hat he was not in t he place where God wanted him to be . In order 

to find an answer to his question. Stephen began visiting the shrines and 

sanctuaries of various sa,Lntiin Champagne and Burgundy . On one of his pll-

grimages he became acquainted with another devout traveller, Peter, afterward 

known under 'his nickname of Saint Pron. 3 

Pete,r was also of English origin. After t he death of his parents. 

he left his brothers and his only sister and went to France . While' visiting 

monasteries and shrines in the north of t he count ry, he met with St ephen. See-

ing and approving Stephen ' s manners and especially admiring his continent life, 

Peter associat ed himself with his fellow-cpunt ryman. The two soon became 1n-

timate frieUds . Keeping aloof from worldly affairs , they led a life of spirit-

ual recollection and gave t hemselves to devotional exercises with an ardent 

zeal. In their great fervor they recited daily all the hundred and fifty 

Psalms . Stephen ,and his companion soon decided to go on a pilgrimage to Rome . 

Following the custom of the time, they observed strict silence on their way, 

ex~ept for t he daily recitation of the Psalter, from which exercise nQthing 

could dissuade them. In Rome they visited the churches of Saints Peter and 

Pa~l as well as many other sanctuaries. 4 

3"Vita Sancti Petri Prioris Juliacensis Puellarum Monasterii. ,et 
Monachi. Molismens1s, " I»atrolo&ia Latina, ed . J . P., Migna (Parisiis, 1854). 
tom. 185, col . 1257. 

4wUliam of Malme.sbury • "Gesta Regum Angl orum". Pat rologia Latina, 
tom. 179. col . 1281 . In all probability. Stephen visited also Cam-Idol! and 
Vallumbrosa on his way to Rome. "Qu ' il ait, au caul'S de ca peIerinage, visl­
te des ' sanctuaires eenbres comme Camaldoli, Vallombreuse • • • c'est tres pos­
sible . En tout cas l ' i tineraire qu 'U suivit 1e mit certainement en relations 
avec des monssteres vallombrosiens, et par 1 ' intermed1aire d 'Etienne Harding, 

: .. 
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On their return to Bur gundy a decisive event took place. Led by 

divine l'rovidence. as t he biographer of Saint Pron. a Cistereian monk. , rela~es. 
i 

the two stopped at t he newly founded monastery of Moleame of which they had 

probably heard before. Finding the community of Mole8me, under a saint IS 

leadership, both fervent and exemplary, Stephen and ,hiscotnpanion at one 

joined the monastery and found the peace their souls had so long sought . S 

The abbey of Molesme in the valley of La~gres had existed only 

since 1075 . It owed its origin to a ,feudal lord, Hugh of }of.al1gny , who with 

the consent of his family decided to give bis property at Molasme to a nlig-

ious community anden,trusted a BenMiet~ne named ,Robert--probably a kinsman--

with the task of establishing the new monastery . Robert . since 1074 heading 

a group of hermits at nearby Colan, agreed, moved with his men to Molesma 

and became the abbot of t he newly establiahedfoundation .6 

The life of these pioneer s was, full of hardships. For the first 

four or five years the connnunity encoutntered great difficulties in the 

struggle to procure the means of subsistence . After that period, however, 

conditions ~reatly improved, ' largely t hrough donations made by the bishop 

of the diocese and t he nobles ,of the vicinity who were much edified by t he 

Vallombreuse aurait pu exercer une notable influence sur C1teaux. " Bernard 
de Clairvaux. Edited by Commission d lHistoire de l ' Ordre de ctteaux (Paris, 
1953) , 61. . 

5"Vita Saneti Pet ri Prioris Juliacens is. " Patrologia Latina, tom. 
185 . col. 12,59 . Also William of Malmesbury , "Gesta Regum Anglorum. n Petro-
logia Latina, tom. 179. c.o1. 1287. -

6Robert • s biography, Vita Beati Jioberti Primi Abbett. Molismensis 
et Cistereiensia, was written by a monk of Moleame around 1220. on t he occa­
sion of his canonization by Pope Honorius III. Kolumban Spahr, an Austrian 
Cistercian, published the critical edi tion of the Vita BeaU Rober ti and 
gave its evaluation in his book Das Leben deB hi. Robert von MoleSme. lUne 
Quelle zur Vorgea~hichte von ctteaux (Freiburg, Switzerland, 1944), 2 -T3:' 
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austere life of the monks . The monas tery ' s prosperity brought also an in-

crease in vocations . Consequently, within ten years of its foundation . t he . 

abbey, possessing extensive tracts of land. several parishes and daughter-

houses. emerged from its former state of extreme poverty to be one of the 

most flourishing Benedictine abbeys of the time. 7 

Since Molesme was not founded by an abbey, the new settlement 

" 

could follow its own observance and customs as devised by abbot Robert. But 

when defining the monastery ' s way of life, Robert made the mistake of not 

following t he stri cter interpretation of Saint Benedic t ' s rule. Thus allevi-

ations crept in with fateful consequences. Meanwhile, Robert named the monk 

Alber ic . a man of letters and in all likelihood one of t he hermits at Colan. 

prior of the monastery; Stephen. who in due time completed hi!'S monas tic train-

ing and was ordained priest , became tbe subprior. Both Al beric and Stephe.n 

were lovers ', of the rule which became their main study. They compared its 

prescriptions witb the state of affairs at Molesma and came to t he conclusion 

t hat t here was a. great discrepancy between t he rule and the actual observance 

of it . Encouraged by Uke~inded monks, they set out with grea t zeal to r em-

edy t hese conditions. But since t hey also attacked customs which the rest of 

the monks considered aa having become legitim&tethrough century-old practice, 

a storm broke loose and Alberic. the highest ranking exponent of t he reform 

movement "had to suffer many insults, pr ison and b~ultings. u8 

7Gregor 
to (1898). 34-36. 
same author. 

u .. 
Muller, IIGrundung der Abtlei Ctteaux, " Cistercieuser-Chronik, 

Alao Yom Cistercienser Orden (Bregenz, 1927) . 9, by the 

SUpra hoc negotio multa opprobr ia, carcerem et ver bera. perpessus 
fuara t. U "Exordium Parvum. II ix. in Lea Monuments Pri,mitifs de la Resle Cis ­
tercienne, ed . Guignard, 67 . For the antecedents See "Exordium ParvuM, " iii, 
ibi<l ., 63: "Viri 1st! apud moHsmum po.iti, sepiu.8inter se • •• conquerebantur, 
videntes se ceterosque monaehos ••. regulam solleroni professione servaturos 
promisisse, earoque minime eustodisse." 
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Those eager for a reform did not merely wish to correct the exi.t-

ing abu.es; their i deal was t he realization of Saint Benedict ' s rule in its 

full meaning. with no mitigations whatsoever . As could be foreseen. some of· 

the monks vehemently opposed any idea of changes and innovations , ., but, not all 

did . A small v.roup was ready tl;o accept t he plan conceived by tbe reformers. 

The latter , i n view of the strong opposition, soon realized their ideals 

could ,,'tlot be carried out at MolesllIe; so they decided to follow the ~nl:y re-

maining alternative: to se.cede and f ound a new monastery. Time came when 

R<Jh .... ,~ had to be informed about t hese plans . Without his eonsent nothi,ng 

could have been undertaken , for i t would have been a violation of the rule, 

t he restoration of which was t he reformer ' s chief concern . Robert not only 

approved the proposals laid before bim, but even declared his readiness to 

take an active part in their realization. 9 

The necessary preparations were. immedia tely begun . Since tbe new 

settlement was more than an ordinary foundation, it seemed not only advisable 

but even necessary to obtain t he permission of the Holy See for the enter-

prise. The Exordium P.arvum r ecor ds this important event: uIn the year 1098 

of t he Incarnation of our Lord, Robert of blessed memory. the first abbot of 

th~ community of Molesma , in the diocese of t.angres , and certain of the 01',,-

tbren from the same community appeared before t he venerable Hugh , then legate 

9!'(SpiritU8 Sanctus) misit in corda quorumdam fratrum, qUi in coe­
nobio q~odam degebant, quod . •• Molismus vocatur . Hi Haque servi Dei. •• dum 
quotidianas Regulae lectlones in capitulo audirent, et aliud Regulam praecip­
er e, r..tque a1 i ud consuetudines Ordinis tenere perpenderant .• gravissime con­
tristabantur ••• t r ansgrc8sionem Guam conquereba.ntur .•• coniiderantes .•• quod 
Regula quam modis omnibus perfecte servare eup1ebant. praecipit corripi eum, 
qui sine permis.lone abbatis quidpiam facere praesumpserit, abbatem 8uum humil­
iter adeunt, de t ransgressione Regulae: ' querimontam proponunt, voti sui fervent· 
issimum des1deriwn pandunt, et ut ejus consilio pa.riter et 8ux1lio . quod Spir i tu 
sane to inspirante mente coneeperant, perficere possint supplieiter p:ecantur •.• 
abbas l 11e propositum servorum Dei laudat; et non solum consilium auxiliumque 
se praebiturum, verum etiam seipsum individuum comitem eorum in tam sancto 
proposito futurum firmissime pollieetur . 11 "Exordium Magnum. If x . Patrologi a 
Latina, tom. 185bts, col. 1007. 
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of the Apostolic See and archbishop of the Church of Lyons. Before him they 

promised to arrange their life in the observance of the Holy Rule of Father 

Benedict , and begged therefore fervently that he give them his support as " 

well as the strength of the Apostolic authority for the unhindered realiza­

tion of this intention. 1110 

The petitioners, "abbot Robert. and the brethren Alberic, Odo, 

John. Stephen , Letald and Peter as well as others " did not appear before 

the legate to complain about ~onditions in Molesme, for in that caSe cbe 

archbishop should have reprimanded abbot and prior alike for having been un-

able to maintain order and discipline in their monastery. On the contrary , 

they openly admitted that so far they observed the rule of saint Benedict 

poorly and neglectfully . . But there. before the legate, they pledged them-

selves to fo llow the rule more strictly and more perfect ly . Of course, they 

had to confess, this could not be done at Molesma . 11 

The legate d adly espoused their wish. In his letter of approval, 

he praised the monks ' intention and sanctioned their project of secession to 

a more suitable place with the follOWing words: "Since it has been pfoven 

that because of many hindering d .rcumstances you could not accomplish your 

aim in the aforementioned place, we--keeping in view the spiritual welfare 

f both parties, Dalnel~ 9f the departing and of the remainirig--consider that 

it would be expedient for you to retire to another place which the Divine 

l OUAnno ab b:lcarnatione domini mi.llesimo nonagesimo octavo, beate 
memorie Robertus tilolismensis ecclesie in episcopatu lingonensi fundate pri-
mus abbas, et quidam ejusdem cenobii fratres, ad venerabilem hugo~m tunc 
apostoUce sedie legatum ac lugdunensis ecclesie arch iepiscopum venerunt, 
vitam suam sub custodia sancte regula patris benedicti se ordinaturos polli­
centes, et idcirco ad hoc liherius exaquendum ut eia et sui iuvaminis apos to­
liceque auctori tat is robus porrigeret constanterflagitantes. It "Exordium 
Parvum/' i. Les Monuments Primitifs de la R~gle Cistercie~, ad . Cuignard, 62 . 

l1"E d" P " "1 1 't 62 xor Lum «rvum, 1. oc. Cl. , . 

" ", 
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Munificence will point out to you, and there serve t he Lord undisturhdly i n 

a more wholesome manner . Therefore, to you who presented yourse lves . .. as . 

" well as all others who properly and by unanimous consent bave decided to join 

you, we adv ise and commend t o persevere i n t hi s ho ly endeavor which we , through 

the impression of our seal corroborate forever by t he Apostolic authority . ,,1 2 

Som.e aut hor s are inclined to attribute t he selection of Ct teaux 

as a place for the new settlement to dire.ct divine intel"vention. Saint 

Rober t and his companions, t hey say , set out from Malasma and j ourneyed 

with no fixed plan • til t hey heard a voice from above: " siste hic, II "stay 

here", A critical analysi s of extant sources, however , discredits this 

view of all ht.tor ical value. For, t he pioneer s were undoubtedly wise men, 

so it \~as unlikely that t hey left Molesme with no ideas as to the site of 

the new establishment. Divine Provi dence, of course , aided them ; it pro-

vided fa'Vo.r able circumstances . The duke of Burgundy, Odo, visited Molesme 

on a·everal occasions, and was always accompanied by a group of noblemen. The 

viscount of Beaune may have been among t heir number , a fact of far- t"eaching 

consequences. On its way t o Lyons, t he small group of monks traversed t be 

viscount's territory and he cer tainly must have inquir ed about the purpose 

of t heir journey, unless he alr eady knew it. Thus it can Well be imagined 

how the far -removed , worthless spot of land attracted the t r avellers' attent-

12;'Quod (propositum) quia in loco predicto plur i bus i lllPecUeIltibus 
caus1$ constat adlmpleri non posse: nos utriusque parti s saluti. videlicet 
tode recedentium, atque Hlic r emanentium : providentes , in locum alum quem 
vohis divina largltaa designaver i t , vos dec linare . i bique salubrius atque 
quietiua domino famu lari. utile duximus fore . Vobis ergo t.unc presentibus . .• 
sed et omnibus quos regular iter et communi consilio vobis 80ciar e decr everi­
tis. Hoc sanctum propo s i t um servar e et tunc consuluimus, et ut in hoc per­
severetis precipimus et auctori tate apostolica per sigilli ;.ostri impress io ­
nem in perpe t uum confirmamus." "Exordium Parvum. U ii . Les Monuments Primi ­
tif s de la Rea le C1sterc i enne, ed. Guignard. 62. 



ion and was subsequently given to them. A ca~tulary of c t teaux confirms 

thb supposition and furnishes the following hhtori cal noUae of the trane-

" action: "Le t it be known to everYone . .. that: RaYfield, viscount of Beaune, 

wl tb the assent of hi. Wife, Hodierna, and their sons. HU$h. Humber t , Raynald 

. •• with the view of obta ining remission of their and thell' ancestors I sins. 

de.d over a part of t heir property at ctteaux to the lord Robert and the 

brethren associated with him, and to hi s successors, for the purpose of 1.n-

Aunuratino; there a more strict and perfect observance of the rule of Saint 

enedict than existed hel\etofot'e ." The monks, therefore , ~w tbe place on 

whl(.ch t hey were going to establis h ,chelr monastery, prior to their a r rival , 

and as the ~KQrdium~gnum explicitly stateQ . ll t hey nappUy started on their 

'>lay to the hermitage lIIh1c h was nanted c tteaux, 11 place which they" t hrougb 

the grace of God . already knew to be a suitable one for the re.alization of 

tbeir plan .'lt13 

13Ac~ording to Angelus Manrique, the f amous Cistercian his.torian 
(15 71 -1649). divine inte 'r vention played a decisive part in the s1l!leetion of 
Ct teauK: "Cisterc ij locum diuinitus ostene-am Rober t I), 6. sociis in noui . ... 
nasterij nouam faoricam. conueniunt omnes Auctores i111u9 temporis: Dub1um 
an in MolislllOadhuc 11l8nentibu$. an petit disc:essum quaerentibus mansiol.lcm1 . • • 
tradunt non 1ni .i SMe noUe Auctores, Angli uterque. MatthlleU$ Paris. it 
VVfl&tius . iii itinerantes stetise8 atunt in loco, qui inde_ C1stercius dictu$ 
est. ncmpe a vooe c-oel1tu8 audita . CIE5TAVS quod vernacula Hn~ua SOl1at hie 
$tate. Ego utdivinum respomuull, sub his, aut aliis verbi$ certum oredo ." 
Cisterci~ns1um 8~vVeriue ~ccle.iast;icorum Aona,Uum A Candito Gisterc10, 
lemUEl Primus: Cbntinentis .l\bAnno K. XC.VIU: Vague ad bl .C.XLIV. Inclus1ve. 
(Lugduni, 1642),9 . Cited hereafter as ;'nndes C1.l.ster<:ienses. l.--Gregor 
Mj;Uer and all modern historians disagre.e ~hh Manrique and the ~uthor9 
mentioned by him . Vom Cistercienser Orden, 11 . • - For t be transactiou be­
tween llaynald of Seaun.e and the menks Ele~ Manrtque, 02 .cit •• 9: "Notaro sit 
cnluihos •• . quod Raynaldus, Belnensis Vic:ecomes, et u)(or eillS Hociiat[l4 nomine, 
& ~orUli'l Ulij Hugo. Humbertus . Raynaldus .• pro 8uorum peeclll:orUtn rem1.8s1one 

nteeessonmlque auorum DominO Roberto s 6 fratribu •• qui cum eo r egu1am 
aaneti Ben~dict1 a!,t'ctiu8. Ole perf.cUue ,. quam iHue usque tenuerant, ooser­
var e cupiebant . c()ntuie-runt <iepraedia SilO quod antiquitus Cistercium voca­
batur, quantumcumque ipsis, & eorum successoribus." --The passage taken from 
the Exordium Magnum reads in the original text: "(abbas ... et fratres) ... ad 
locum quem propos ito suo congruum jam ante per gratiam Domini praeviderant, 
... ad eremum quae Cistercium dicebatur, alacriter tetenderunt." Patrologia 
Latina, tom. l85bis, col. 1099. 
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The Ex.ordium Pa rv1li!! gives no informa tion concer n ing the day of t he 

foundation; t he Exord ium l<lagnum, however, furnishes t his important da tum . 

" According to i ts version, the new$Onastery was fo unded on t he feas t of Saint 

Ben.edict , March 21, 10 98 . which in t hat yea r coincided with Pa l m Sunda y . 

These t wo myster i es of t he day contain the nucleus of the ideal that animated 

the small ~roup: Entrance in t o the Easter mystery of dying and r ising with 

the Lord, as repr esented by the li t ur gy of Palm Sunday , a nd the comp le t e 

following of Sain t Benedict's rul e. 14 

New Minster, Noyu~l)ona steri um, as the place was , aUed 'til 1119, 

the year of the approbation o f the Charter o f Charity, was a lonel y place , 

" s ituated in t h e diocese of Chalon • . .. . i nha bi ted only by wild an i mals, s ince 

it was a wilde'r ness of dense woods a nd t horny t hicke ts , impcmetrable fo r 

humans. " It lay on t he borders of Burgundy and Bresse, in the commune of 

Saint Nicholas and the parish of ViUebichot. A swampy plain i s formed by 

t he basin of the Saone , whic h l i es a shor t distance t o t he south , forming 

a j unction with t he tributaries D.oubs and Deuthe. As t he name Ci s t ercium 

indicates, the new monastery was on this s ide of the t hird mi lestone (4i8 

ter t ium / l apidem tni11 i a rium/ ) of t he Roman road leading from Langres to 

Chalons~sur-Saone . The stone itself was at Dijon, some fifteen miles 

northwa rd ... 5 

l4"Anno ... a b Incarnatione Domini mil les imo nona ge simo petavo . .. 
d uodec imo Kalendas Aprilis, solemni die natal i s sanct issimi Bened i cti, quem 
geminata 1aetitia tunc celebrem r edd iderat, ob Domir-icam Palmarum , quae in 
i psum occurreret .•. Cisterc iensis domus ... e~ordium sumps i t. " Patrologia 
Latina, tom. 18Sbis , col. 1009 . 

bArchdale A. King . CtteauK and Rer Elder Daughters . ( London, 
1954) , 3~S. --For other possible expl anations of Ci stt:!'qli:um see Gregor 
MUller, "Gr:Jndung der Abtei Citeau..x, II Cis terden8er~Chronik , 10 (1898), 74-
7f). The description of the place is found in Exordium Parvum, iii: " (Qui 
locus) in epi scopatu cabilonensi situs, et pro nemoris spi narumque tunc 
t emporis opacitate accessui hominum insolitua, a solis feris inhabitaba'tur . " 
Les Monuments Primitifs de la Re gIe Cistercienlle, ed. Guignard . 63. 
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The recapitulation of events preceding and--it may be sai,d- -nec-

essitating the foundation of New Mlnster, ~-Ctteaux) leads t o a question of 
" 

primary importance: the determination of the author shi p of the Cisterc i.an 

reform . he question ~ould also t hus be formulated : was Saint Robert who 

eac.ed the group of monks seceding f rom Molesme, or ;ie- i n t A1beric, t he zeal-

OUS Champion of monastic renewal at t he monastery of Molesma and successor 

ot Robert after t he latter's short so iourn at New Minster (ctteaux), or 

a i nt Stephen Hard ing whose genius perpe.tuated the Cistercian movement t he 

author and chief instigator of t he r eform ? The answer to it will illustrate 

Stephen Harding 's ro le in the origin of the Cisterc ian r eform . 

ist;crians and present-day manuals generally attribute the oriltin 

of t he Cistercian r eform t o Saint Kobert of ho lesme. Indeed , Saint Robert 

endered i nvaluable services to this great undertakin. He approved the 

sc tleme of t hose monks who worked for a monast:ic r enewal and, thus, gave an 

immense moral support to t he reform party. e neaded t ne gr oup of monks 

seccdin)t from Molasme, t hus gceatly facilitating the establishment of N~w 

Minster , whose firs t abbo t he became. Lastly, abbot :wber t left the new 

stablishment only out of consideration for the Pope, t he papal legate , 

and the monks of Molesme . 16 

Cistercian sa well as other (mostly Benedictine) chroniclers of 

the twelfth century corroborate the view of t he above mentioned historians . 

The Cisterc ian author of t he Dialogus inter Cluniacensem et Cis terciensem 

16"Ego . .. censeo . . . prae aliis .. . Rob'erto Patri creaUo prima con­
uenit, quippe primo factori tOtiU8 Ordinis ." Manrique, Annales Cistercien­
ses , I, 6 .--"Deo Grund zum Zisterz i enserorden legte der Bened i ktinerabt 
~ert von Molesme in del" Di3zese Langres, als er. unzufrieden mi t seinen 
unbotnJlssigen Monchen, 1098 in der Einoce von Citeaux (Cistercium) bei Dijon 
mit 20 Geiihr ten ei" neues Reformkloater errichtete. " Karl Bihlmeyer and 

ermao T~chle, Kirchengeschichte (l?aderborn, 1952), II, 221. 
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Monachum, composed around 1170, for example , thus writes on the subject: 

"The foundel: s of our Oreel" recorded their deeds ••. 1'hese I relate in a 

" 
br i ef summary . .. The abbot o f Mo lasme .•. and some of his brethren frequl:!ntly 

spoke and complained among t hemselves about t he transgression of the rule 

. . . For t hat rea son they came to t his solitude." The i nformat ion given by 

Orderlcus Vitalis , a contemporary Benedictine countryman of Stephen Hard -

lng (died 1143) , also makes Robert the author of t he Cister cian reform: 

liThe venerable abbot Robert diligently etudied t he rule of Saint Benedict. 

Assembling the bre t hren, he addt:essed t hem in the following way : lWe , dear 

Brethren l ma4e profession accord ing to the rule of holy Father Benedict. 

But. i n my opinion , we do not keep it in its integrHy . .. Tberefore I pro-

pose that we fully observe the rule of Sa int Benedict , carefully avoiding 

deviations either to the right or to t he left' , I ••. '1'he assembly of the monks 

disagreed . .. The abbot, remaining steadfast in bis view, seceded from them 

\\.Tith twelve like-minded (monks) . He spent a long t ime in search for a suit .. 

able place for himself and his compani ons wbo ... wished to observe t he rul e 

o.f Benedict .. . to the letter . Finally, Odo , the 80n of duke Henry of Bur .. 

gundy, had compass ion on them and donated to them an est.ste of t he place 

called Cistercium ." Robert of Thorigny, another Bened ictine contempor ary 

(died 1186), writes as follows 1 , "Robert, havin~ studied the rule of Saint 

benedict to the letter, wished to persuade his d isciples to live by t he 

work of their hands . .. But they , hold ing fast to t he customs which were ob-

served i n the .. monas teries of t he West .•. said t hey wQuld ,no t; r enounl.le them, 

Robert, unyielding , left them with twenty-one mt)pks who. agreed with him. " l7 

17"Auctores nostri Ordin i s gesta sua scr ipserunt ... eaclem brevi 
sunlma .. ,refer a. Molismensis Abbas . . . et quidam fratres cJus saepius inter 
se ... de t ransgressione Regulae . . . loquebantur , conquerebantur . • . prop/t er hoc 
• .. ad hane solitud.inem . .. veniebant. " Edmond Mart~ne, and Ursin Durand, The­
saurus Novus Anecdotarum (Pariaiis, 1717), V, 1'593. -- Itvener ab il:l.s Rodber:-

, 
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Al l t hese assertions, however, exaggerate St . Rober t's inf luence 

on t he Cis t ercian reform. movement. For neither t he Exordium Parvum, the 

earliest offic i a l account of the foundation of New Mi.nster (C~teaux ) , nor " 

a.ny of the other contemporary documents of t he CisterCian Order attribute 

the leadin; role to R«;> bert , It fact nardly ex.plainable should Or dericus Vi -

tulis ' informat ion be cor r ect. Moreover explicit ly 

states that Rober t hear d a bout the reform plans only when the reformer s pre -

ented t he i r oblam t im and t hen jo ined their group "ad horam eOfIJ.punctus", 

Ilsudder overCOme b i s emo tions". s dec i s i on was no t t he r esul t of 

long reflection . Be s i des , considering t hat Robert changed pl aces so ma ny 

imes before he became abbot of Mo lesme, and reca l ling t he papal l ega t e's 

emark about Robert ' s "usual fi ckl.n ••• ·'. recor ded i n t he Exordi um Par vum. 

the conclusion i s eas ily r eached that Robert was not t he man to conceive 

and carr v.out such a bold and even revol utionary enterprise as was t he foun-

dation of New liinster (Ct teauK). Finally, the c ircums tanc e , too, that bo th 

the Exordium Par vun. and all t he o t her Ci s ter c i an authors of t he twe lfth 

tu •.• . Abbas ... Sanct! a~nedicti J egulam dil i genter perscruta t us e s t, convo­
cans fratres , s ic af fa tu8 es t : INos , frat r es c ha r i as 1mi , secundum Normam 
aancti Patr is Benedic t i pr ofesaionem fecimus . Sed , ut rui h! videt\.:.r , non 
s .... t:l i." X i ntegrQ tenemus . . • Laudo ig1tur ut omnino Regulam Sanct i Benedic ti 
t eneamllS, caven t es ne ad dexteram vel ad :;1 i.istram ab ea deviemus . . . Mooa­
chorum chor us non acquievit ... Abbas, i n s ua satis per tinax senten t i a , r e­
cesait ab eis , c.um duodec i m sihi a s sentient ibus . Diuque locum quaesiv it 
i doneum sibi sui sque sodalibus , qui sancti decr ever ant Regulam Benedicti. • . 
a4 litteram ser va re penitu9 . Tandem Odo, fi lius Henriei , Burgundia e dux , 
il1 is compassus est , et pra edium i n l ace qui Cistercius dicitur .. . largitu8 
est." Orderic us VitaI ie, "Historia Ecclesias t ica" , iii, 8 . Patro l ogia Lat i ­
na , ed . J . P . Hi gne ( PariaH s , 1890) , t om. 188 , cols . 636- 640 . -- "Robertus 
abbas ... rregul am sane ti Bened ie 1::1 pers('.r uta tus ad Ii tter am, vo l uit persuader s 
d i scipul is suis ut labore manuum suarum v i veren t .. • At i111. •. n iten t es con­
sue tudillibus quae in occidui orbis monasterii s Qbserva oantur .• . d ~cebant Se 
ab eis non r eeedere . • . Robertus .. . in sua. sententia perrnanens , r ec es s it ab 
els cum viginti et une) s ibi assentientibus . " .. tobe.ct of Thorigny , " Iractatus 
de Immuta tione Ordi nis 'Monachorum, " i , 1 . Patr olos ia La t i n!, ed . J. P . Migne 
( Par i siis, 1(55), tom . 202 , cols . 309 - 310. 

:. " -
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c entury leave Rober t unmentioned i n t he catalog of t he abbots of c tteaux 

(thus expressing their misgivings about h i s return to Molesme) mil itates i 

a~ains t c reditin~ Robert with t he pr i ncipal r ole in t he r eform movement . 

For , had ber t i ndeed been t he head of the movement , t he Exordiulll Parvum 

undoubtedl y woul d have ment ioned i t , even if i t disapproved his return to 

Mo l es me . modern bioP.r a oher o f Salnt Rober t, ther e f or e, r ightly concedes: 

"Let us get r es igned to t he fact of re fus ing t o Saint &obert' the au.thorship 

o f Cl'teaux" and one may sa fe l y! accept hi s conclusion. IS 

Wa s. per ha ps ) Sa in t .\lbe r ic t he au t hor of the Cister c i an reform ? 

Gregor M~ller, t he great Cisterc i an historian (1842- 1934) , answers in tne 

affirma t ive . So does the Exor dium Magnum. A.lber i c unquestionably played 

14 n eminent 1'01e i n the r e form movelllent , and , as W8aaeen, suffer ed for his 

etideavors "manv iusul ts, pr i son and beatings". The Exordium Parvum leaves 

no doubt about t hi s . St ill, it i s difficul t to s uppose t hat Stephen Ha rd-

i ng , t he aut hor of t he Exord i~m Par vum, made no mention of Alber i c's prin-

c i pa l r o l e, had t he latter r eally been t he soul of t he movement. Moreover, 

when the reform movement be~an t o t ake shape, Alber ic was al ready well ad-

vanced i n years , a nd _0 usually do not fight fo r radical reforms in their 

IS"Rtfsignons-l'Ious a refuser a sa in t ~ober t 1 1 i m.tiaU.ve de Gtt ­
eaulC. tl Seraphin Lenasen , "Saint Robel·t Fonda taur de ct teaux, " £ollec tanea 
Ord!nt. Cisterciens ium Re forn~tor unl , 4(1 937), 95 . The inf or mation given by 
the above quoted chroniclers i s, there fore, at times highly inaccurate and 
mUst be discount ed as ,far a s it disagre!ls with the Exor dium Parvum . - -l'he 
~ordiutn Magnum ' s account reads: "Servi De i . .. abbatem suum humiliter adeunt , 
d e t ransgress ione Regul ae quaerimoniam proponunt. vot i sui f erventissimum 
des i der ium pandunt . .. ad hcram compunc t us abbas ille propositum servor um De i 
Iaudat j e t . . . se ipsum i ndividuum ccmit: em eorum in tam sancto propos i t o fut ­
urum firmiss i me pollieetur ." Patr olosia ,Latina, tom. lB5bis , co l . 100 7. 
--The l egate 's r emarks are fo und i n Exordium Parvul.7l , vi i : "Hugo lU6dunensis 

· ecclesie servus. Kar i s s imo frat r i r oberto lingonensium episcopo salutem .• . 
r emittimus e um (Rober tllm) d ilect ion i ves tre. ut moHsmensi ecclesie illulr 
r estituatis. ita tamen ut ai deinceps eandem ecclesiam solita levitate de­
ser ue r it . nullus ei subs tituatur . " Les MOIlumen ts Primitifs de 1& "egle 
Cistercienne, ed. Gulgnard, 64 ':65 . 
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old age. (It i.s qui te understandable, t hough, that t he furor of the monks 

opposed to salutary changes fell upon Alberic, for the latter indeed strong~ 

.. 
ly advocated the necessity of a reform and was its highest ranking promoter.) 

For t hese r easons Al beric cannot be conaider ed t he originator of t he Cister· 

cian refor m. 19 

The exclusion of Rober t and Alberic leaves only one man to whom 

t he origin of t he r e f orm is to be att r ibuted: Stephen Harding. This, t hen, 

lIlakes t he silence of t he E.xord ium ParvuRI understandable ; Stephen Ha rd ing, 

t ile author of the document, abstained in nis humility from all personal r e f -

erences. On t he point in question he, t herefore, simply says: "These inen , 

while still living in ,Holesme and i nspired by divine grace often spoke, com-

plained, and lamented among themse l ves over t he t r ansgression of t he rule of 

Saint aenedic t, t he f ather of monks. They r ealized t hat they t hemselves and 

19Gregor MUller thus advocates Alber io's causel "Zum Prior hatte 
Abt Robert den MSneh Alberich ernannt . .. Je mehr sieh dieser in das Studium 
der Regel .•. ve r tiefte unci mit deren Vorsehriften das Leben in de r Abtei (von 
Mo lesme) verglich und erkannte, dass es damit nieht in beh:iedigendem 

" Einklang stand, desto"eifriger war er bemuilt, ihn~n Geltung zu versc haffen 
• •• Ds er aber auch Brauche und Ge"10hnhaiten beseitigen wollte . •. braeh der 
St llr{ll los . . . Alber i ch wollte aber mehr ala blosse Missbrlluche abstellen; 
ado Ideal war . d ie Vf.nra.ch r .l. ften der Regel . • • in ihr am vollen Umfang, ohne 
j egliche Milderung zur Geltung zu bringen ... Biue Ani:ahl (der M8nc he) zeig te 
icll bereit auf den Plan einzugehen, den i hnen der Prior entwi cke l te. Be­

sonders bege ister t dafUr zeigte sich der MHneh Stephan .. . Da Alberich und 
. If 

Stepben erkannten, dass a n die Aus fuhrung ihres Planes in Mol~ame nicht zu 
(ienken 'War, so beschlossen s:i.e, ihn an e inem anderen Orte zu verwi rk lichen 
Is war nun aber auc h an dec Ze it . iilt'e Absic.h t dem Abte zu offenbaren . . . 
Naehdem der Abt Robert den Plan reif l i ch erwogen hatte . er klarte ar sieh . . . 

lie hung sieh Z1,l be t eiligen ." Vom Cistercienser 
um Parvum's testimony see supra, S. --The inform-

17 is found in Tibur t ius HUmpfner, 
des Exordium Ma l<tnum 

11u de a boatem promoverunt . .. q ui . .. multum ... laboravera t , ut 
~tolismo t r a nsmigr arent l ocum. " In chapter 21 of t he same 
"V ir .l'J t: em domini a l ba1f icus cyster e iensis cenobii pe 
a bbas cui-usque precipu. l .l}o%'e et industr ia. fra tres 

ok we r ead; 

:CUllt locum • . . opprobria mul ta ... verbera e t carcerem s us t i nuera 
loe . cit., 104. 

dei pl:imu$ 
transmigrave~ ,1 
. " Humpfner. 
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the other monks had not at all observed i t, even t hough they had promised 

by solemn vow to follow the rule ..• Thi s was t tte reason .•. why they came into 
" 

this solitude , u20 

Other a r guments positively corrobora te t he testin~ny given by the 

Exordium Par~. The Exordium Magnum, for example , r eveals the following 

about Stephen ' s rol e in t he r e form movement : "Whenever there had been a 

discussion about t he r enewal of t he Order , Stephen worked wi t h the mo s t 

sraent zeal , firs t among t he f i r st ones , and vigorousl y urged t hat t he place 

and t he order of c t teaux be instituted. H2l 

lie l inand of Froidmont , a Cistercian auth of tlle eady thirteenth 

cent ul·Y. explic itly s tates tha t Stephen Har di.ng was t he odginator of the 

r e1:ol"m movement ,t hat led t o the foundation of Citeaux and the rise of t he 

Cistercian Order. "From the monastery of Mol.sme t wenty-one monks Wfimt 

with .. . Rober t to c t teaux ... It belongs to t he glory of England that she 

brought forth a man who was tne founder and t he m.edi ator of this order , He 

was Harding .. . When he was told to do certain t hings u.ot mentioned by t he 

rule , he set out to investigate t heir motivating reason and disputed so l ong 

with one or t he other about some superfluous customs t hat he won the abbot 

himself and twenty-two others for his opinion . Thus they came to Cistellae, ,, 22 

20l1viri 1st i apud molismum pos i ti .sep ius i nter se dei grat ia aspi ­
r at i .de transgressione r egule bea U benedicti pa t ris monachorum loquebantur . 
conquerebantur .cont ristabantur . videntes se ceter oS(lue monachos hane r egulam 
sollemni professione servatur os promis i sse. ealllque minime custod i sse .• . prop. 
tel' hoc ..• ad banc solit i denem . . . veniebant." "Exordium Parvum, n i i i . Les 
Monuments Primiuifs de Is R~gle Cistercienne, ed , Guignard , 63 . ---

I IlCum verbum innovandae r e ligionis •. . motum fui ssct , i pse (S tepha­
nus) primus intel' primos ferventiss lmo studio l abol'avit ac . .. i nst iti t, ut 

oeus et ordo Cisterciensia i nstituer etur . " IIExord i um Magnum ." 1, 15 . Patro-
10gia La tina , tom. 185bis , col. un -

22" Ex coenobio Molismcns i vi.gint i a t unus monachi cum .. . Rober to 
Cistercium devenerunt .•• Pertinet . ,.ad gloriam Angliae, quod talem virum 
genuerit, qui hujus re1igionis auc t or fui t et mediator . Is fuit Har dingus . • • 
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Helinand received his information from William of Malmesbury whose 

testimony should be accepted without hesitation. According to llilliam of 
.. 

Malmesbury, Uit is England's glory that she brought forth such a man who 

was the author and mediator of t his order . Hi s is ours, and in his you t h 

he conducted his fi rst ( rel i gious) warfare i n out" country . Ther efore, since 

we ar e not lled <Jl t h 1ealousj) -va so much [i\(Jre obli~ingly es teem hi s merits , 

the more \-1e cOLlsider him as one of out's. Moreover, I wi sh to bring up his 

pra ises, for i t i s a sign of greatnes s i f you see somet ning good in another 

';'1hich yO\1 do not perceive in your se1.f . He l'ias Harding . ,,23 

erald of Wales, an English Benedictine who lived i n t he 13~ond 

halE of t he twel fth century, confir.ms the i.nformation g l ven by William of 

Cum ai quaedam proponerentur observanda, quae non erant de i<egula, coepit 
eo::uIft I'ationem inquirere, et t amd :w de quibusdam auperfluis cum uno ~t alio 
di s putavit, v,t abbateru ips urn et ~lios 22 i n suam ~lentent iam inducere t. 19i­
tU,r GiateBas venere. " "Chr onicon, " xxxxvii. Patrologia Latina , ea . J.P. 
Migne ( Par isUs, 1,853), tom. 212, cols . 990 - 991.--William o f Malmesbur : 
thus r epr oduces Stephen IS argumeutatiot1: II.i{atione supreml.lS r e r um Auctor 
omnia feci t, ratione omnia regit ; ratione rotatur poli fa br i ca , ratione 
i!,)sa etiam quae dicun tul' e rrant ia torquentul" sidera, ratione move-ntur ele ­
menta, rat ione at aequilibritate debet nostra subaister e natura. Sed quis 

a r desidiam saepe a r atione decidi t, leges quondam mu ltae latse; novissime 
per beatum Beneciictuul r egula, divinitus process it quae fluxum naturae ad 
rat i onem r evocaret ; in qua etsi habentur quaedam quorum r;!tionem penetrare 
non suff ieio , auctoritate tamen a4quiescendum censeo. Ratio eri l m at auctori· 
tas divi norum scrip torum, quamvis dissonare videant:ur, unUtll idemque sunt ; 
nam cum Deus nihil sine ratione creaveI'it ; et recreaverit. quo fieri poteat 

t eredam sanctos patres, sequaces scilicet Dei, qu~cqu~, praeter rationem 
edicere. quasi soli 8uctoritati fidem debeamus adhibere ! Haque illorum, 
quae praecuditis, aut r ationem au t auctor itatem afferte. Quamvis non mul· 
tum debeat credi, si quid humanae rationis possit a11ega r1, quod aequipol-
entibus argumentis valeat enervari . 4 .. apropter ex r egula quae l.' at ione et 

a ucto r itate nixa, utpote omni um iustorum spir itu dictata est , date exempls ; 
quod si non potestis, frustr a pI'of1temini :!.. lliU:l praer oga t ivam euj us con­
temn:i.l:is sequi doctrinam." "Gesta !{egum Anglorum~ " i v . Patrologia Latina, 

m. 179, cols . 1287-128-

23"ad Angl1ae gloriarn per tineat , quae talern virum produxerit qui 
hujusce religioni 8 fuerit auctor et media tor. Noster i lle, et nostra puer 
i n palestra primi aevi tir ocinium cucurrit. Qu.spropter , si non 1nvidi sumus, 
eo i11iu8 bona complectimur gratiosius quo agnoscimus propinquius ; siroul et 
laudes e j us attollera mih! est animus, quia ingenua mens est 5i bonum in 
a lio probes quod in te non esse suspir es. I.s fuit Hardingus . . "(iesta RegUtll 

Anglorum," iv . Patrologia I,atina, tam. 179, col. 1287 . 
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Malmes bury and Helinandof Froidmont : Hlnsp ired by God .• . and ani\tl4ted by 

t he desire to serve God in a more perfect way, four monks of an English 
" 

monastery of t he Cluniae observance near Sherborne in t he diocese of Salis -

bury, cros sed the French Sea S 01\le years before our times . . . Af t er 10m! wander ~ 

ing, they settled at . .. ctteaux .. . One of the four .1110 found ed t he order , as 

it is sa id, was their first abbot. His name IAr8S Hardinl.!. . " 24 

~ t ter such lengthy considerations i t i s safe to ar r ive at a con-

elusion regarding the au t horship of the Cistercian reform movement . The 

Exordium Pa rvum ' s silence on t Ie subject, t he \~e lghty reasons militating 

a ga inst attr i but ing the first pl ace to Saint Rober t and Saint Al beric as 

"ell as the manifold Ci stercian a nd other contemp:)rary test imony given in 

favor os Stephen Hard ing leave no doubt in this important question: it t~as 

Stephen Hardi ng who started the Cistercian movement, became the sou l of it 

a nd, finall y , brough t it to a success fu l conclusion . And this fact alone 

i s a sufficient pr oof for Stephen Hardin;;:: 's great ness . 

. 
4·'Quatuor . .. roonachi de quodam Anglic8no Cluniacens is ordiniS coe­

nobio apud Sireburniam scilicet dioecesis Salisburiensis , paueis annorum 
ante tempora no str a .. . divinitus inspirat i. . . Deoque pel:fe.ct ius inserviendum, 
mare Gallicum t r ansierun t .. . longe lateque pe~meando ... pervenerunt . .. Cis tcr­
cium ... Unua autem illorum quatuor , ut dlcunt, q.l1 urdb1em coeperunt, cui 
nomen aardinc, primus eorum a bbas fuit." Gira1di Cambrensis Opera , ed . J. 
"' . lli.re~"er (London, 1861·1891). IV, 111. 
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CHAPTER II 

FIUST YEARS AT CiTEAUX 

As the Exo,F di um Parvum i.nfo:cms us. t he monks arriving from Mol -

esme found shelter a t the new foundatioll, but the latter satisfied the ir 

needs onl y t emporar ily. So the monks \lafter they had cut down t he woods 

and removed t he dens e thorn'~ thickets, they began to build a monaster 

there under t he approval of t he Bi~hop of Chalons and with the permission 

of t he landlord. " The archbishop of Lyons did not fo rget his pro teg~s; he 

.. card abou t t he i r depar t ure to c t teaux $ud s ecommended t hem t o t he 

benevolence of t he l andlord . In consequence "Lord Odo, t he duke of Bur -

gundy, pleased \·li t h theit' holy fervor , and having been requested in a le t ter 

by t he a forement ioned Lega te of the Hol y Roman Church , completecl '.tlith his 

own means the wooden monas t e r y wh i ch tll!:! ad begun, and provided t h.,r.l 

t here abundantly fo r a 10.o.g time witn everything necessary , with l and as 

well as \'lith live-stock . ,, 25 

The first lllonilatery ~;TaS a simpl e wooden build i ml; and served as 

;t r efectory and gen€l"al Living room. A ladder led to t he iloor above which 

was t he dormi t ory, The a tory was, according to Manrique, badl y construct-

2S"nemor is at spinarum densi tate precise ac r emota rnonas te.ciurn 
ibidem voluntate cabilonensis episcopi . et consensu il lius cuius ipse locus 
erat . construere cepel'un t .•• domnus odo· dux burgundie sane to fervol:e eerum 
delectatus. sancteque romane eeclesie presc~ipti legati litteris r ogatus. 

t monaster ium ligneum quod inceperuLlt de suis tot um c cns ulflr.;8vlt. illos llue 
Lnibi in omnibus necE6sar i is diu proc uravit . et terris ae peeoribus abunde 
sublevavit." "Exordium Parvurn," ili . Les Monuments Primitifs de l a RegIe 
Cistercienne, ed . Guignard , 63 . 
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ed and very rough . I t was , however , soon r eplaced by a stone ohurch , c1 .edi~ 

cated to t he Blessed Virgin , between the end of 1098 and Jul 

b ishop of t he dioc es e , tvalter of Souciles, i n t he presence 

Burgundy, the viscoun t of Beaune, and other nobles . 26 

99 by the 

t he d uk e 0 

The monks called their ne.,es tabli shment Novu .. , " •. ~ .. _~~ .. ~ ~um , 

minster, New Mona stery . which denominat i on prevailed 'til t he appr obation 

" 

of t he Char ter of Chari t y in 11 19. As has beeQ s een, t he sett ler s found a 

generolls benefactor in t he person of duke Odo of Burgundy , whl) bou2ht t he 

r es t of Rayna ld of Beaune ' s 10ssessions and gave it t o t he monks . The duke, 

whose second S Oli Henr y j oi ned t he community, d lis v~neyard at 

Mers8ult to t he monks around Christmas, lJ98. This may ex!='la in why i n l ater 

times duke Odo o f Bu r ~undy was cons ulered and cal l ed t he under of c t teaux. 27 

l."leanwhil e an important question had to be settled : t he el ection 

of a new abbot . The l ogi ca l choice was Rober t, who res igned his off i ce at 

Mol esme and now became t he fi r st abbot of the ncu foundat ion . As t he !!~ 

rdium Parvum r elates, "the a bbo t \-Iho had corne her e, upon t he cotilmand ai 

the above mentione egate , r eceived f rom t he Bishop o f the di ocese t ile 

s hepher d' s staff t oge t her with t he charge of t he monks, and made t he bra-

t hran who had come wi t h h im a f fi r m i n t he pr oper manner t heir stability at 

the same place. ·1 The pr o fession of t he monks had t he following t ex ""'he 

p:co:tess ion and st.a b1lity '''hich I made in your pr esence at t he Monastery of 

l esme , the sa~ , I affirm before God and his Sa ints , 1 wIll keep in t h is 

place Nel>l Ninster , in obedience to YOU and t our success lal.viull 

26Manr ique , Anna l es Cistercienses t, 10 . --See also Ot tiOn 
UCOl"ncau, Les Origines Cisterciennes ( Liguge, 1933). (,0 -61 . 

21Grego r M~ l ter, Vo~ Ci s tercienser. Orden , 13 . 

. . 
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appoin t ed ," Thus, in the words of the Exordium Parvllm, "that growing mon-

aste ry, through Apostolic authority, rose canonicall to an abbe \I The 
" 

monk Alberic became once , more the prior , and St~phen Harding was appo inted 

subprior. 28 

This question having been successfully settleu, a n unexpected 

difficulty arose. The monks of Molesme and even t heir new abbot , feeling 

the l oss o f abbot Robert and reali2ing t he da~~ge caused to t heir reputa-

tion by the latter I s s ecess ion, s ent an embassy to Pope Urban II in ttome 

begging him to reins tate Robert to his former office . The Pope d i d not 

easily give his consent, for Robert left Mol esma with hls legate 's approva l .. ~. 

but , finally, "moved to yie l d by th eir impor t unacy , . . ordered the Legate , 

namely t he venerable Hugh, t hat t he same Abbo t , if it could be done, shoul d 

return and the monks who loved the hermi tage mi ght stay there in peace . " 

The Pope, as can be seen, did not order hobert 's re t urn, as asserted bv 60 

many hi stor ians , but left t he dec ision to t he legate. The legate, a 51n-

cere friend of Newmins ter (ctteaux). disinclined to assume all responsib U -

ity in the ma tter, decided t o invite t he abbo t and a number of monks to the 

city of Anse where .a council o f f our b ishops, Nor iJundus of Auttll'l, ~~al ter 

f Chalons, Barandus of f-1acon , and Pontius of Belley, and of the s boots 

Peter of Tournus, Jarento of DiJon, Jocer andus of AinaJ, and l'ete·r , papal 

chamber la i-n , was supposed to examine the case. Th.is meeting took place at 

28"abbas qu i advener at a b episcopo i llius dioces is uirii)al'l pastor­
a1em cum curs rnonachorum iussu predicti legati suscepit . fratresque qui secum 
advenerant. in eodem loco stabilitatem r egular iter firmare fecit . sicque 
ecclesia 111a in ~bbaciam canon ice apostolicaque auctor~tate cresc 
rexit . " '~xordium Parvum , " iv. ~~,!lments Primitifs de la it~ZL ~_w __ _ 

cienne, ed . Guignard, 63 . --'£he t ext of the profession is found in ms. 4221, 
'olto 2v al: t t e Bibliotheq lle Nationale in Paris and Has written in the first 
half of chs ~wel tth century . 
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the beginnil'lg of June, 1099 and ~ecided in favor of Roberti's r eturn to Mol-

sme. The legate determined the modalities of Robertts r eturn in a long 

letter addressed to Bishop Robert 0£ Langres. Robert, according tathie ,; 

letter pre served in the Exordium ParvUln, should res ign his office into the 

hands of t he bishop of Chalone and decl a re t he monks of Newminater (c tteaux) 

free of the profession made t o him. Those, however , who wished to return 

with him , t he legate save a free choica t o do so. As to the sacred vessels 

and the vestments wh ich wer e bro uJl:h t from Molesme, the legate ordered that 

"all remain sarely \vi t h t he brethren of the New Monastery . .• with t he excep-

tion of a certain brevi ary which . upon the approval of the monks of Mo lesme, 

they may keep until the celebr ation of the feas t of Sa int John the Baptist, 

so that i t may be copied . II And so "Robert r eturned with a few m011ks who 

did not find t he hermitage t o their liking . 1I29 

Robert ' s r eturn to Holesme d i minished t he number of the pioneers 

but not their determination. "Deprived of its shepherd, the communi tv of 

c t teaux a ssembl ed and through a regular election t hey elevated a certain 

bro t her by t he name of Alberic t o be their abbot. He was a IMn of l etter,. 

\Jell versed in both .div ine and human sCi.ences, and a lover of t he kule and 

the bret hren ." The Exordium Parvum also states that Al beric had taken over 

the shepherd 's office very reluc tantly . He probably r eminded t he brethr en 

ndavi t l eaato ~uo venera ­
bil i scilice t hugoni ut s i fi eri posset idem a bbas reverteretur . et mon­
s chi heremum d iligentes in pace consist-erent. " "E~ordium I?arvum, " v .. Les 

. --Details 
n MS(\.(ique, Annale .. Cistel'cienses, I, 13 . 

in t he "Exordium Parvuln.lI vii . Les Monu" 
"""'f'~ ~~"' ''' ~ '" u. " ... 0 .. ... ... iste1"cientle, ed . Guignacd, 64-66. 
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of his advanced a~e and may have preferred Stephen Harding 's election. 30 

Althou~h from the words of the exordium Pa rV1.!,m we gathet" that 

" Molesme and Newmlnste r (ctt.eaux) "due to Apostolic ruling .. .. remained in 

peace and in comple !.:e Zreedom, " in r eality th ings 'vere different . The monks 

of Molesme, not satis fi ed with Rober t' s r eturn, continued to agitate ag.sinst 

the ne,I f oundation, causing mucll harm to the monks oI Ne\rotins t et" (ctteaux) . 

In the ir d i.st ress and probably 011 the advice of t he arehbj.ahQP of Lyons, 

t he latter sent two monks. John and I l bodus to i~ome in Qrci e r to proc ure a 

let tel. of protec Lion fr om Pope Paschal II. Equipped \"Hh recommendations 

from t he two cat"dinal legates, John and Benedict, t hen l.11 the country, and 

f rom a r chb ishop liu~h of Lyons and bishop ,,Jal ter of Chalons, the t\vO monks 

beuau t heir journe The a. r chbis hop thoul:;ht the monks I pet ition was lus U-

fied since li the Ol:'e tllre rom Molesme and some otner mon fr om the neigh-

blJrhood do . not cease to annoy a nd d istl1cb them, t h inking that in the eyes 

of t he world t hey are valued less and looked u?on tvlth contempt if the 

world will take notice what exceptional and new kind o f monks are living in 

t heir mids ,,31 

'T'he two envoys met the Pope at Troia in t he Capitanata . Paschal 

II ·Rranted their request and issued on October 19th , 1100 , a papal letter 

ot protection named after its i nitial woras ~ __ ___ • __ ... quod or, mOl"e common-

ly. the " homan Privilege. " In this privilege the Pope order ed t hat t he place 

30"Viduata ig itur suo pastore cisterciens is ecclasia conveni t, ac 
:egulari electione quendam frat r em al bericurn nOIi.ine in aobatern sibi promoVit. 
virum scilicet l itte rarum . i n d1vinis et bumanis satis gnarum. amatorem re~ 
~ule et fratrum 11 "Ex.ordium i'arvunt, H ix . bes NOtlUlOe11tS Primi tifs dF- 1.3 RegIe 
Cis tercienne , ed . Guigna rd, 67 . 

3lumol i smensis ecclesie fra.t r es. et quidam alii adiacentes monschi . 
eos infes tare at inquietal.'6 non desinunt. estimantes se viliores e t despectio ­
res haberi apud secu lum . seisti quas~ singulares et novi monachi inter eoa 
ha bitare videantur . " "Exordium Parvum," xii. Les Monuments Primitifs de la 
R~g le Ciste~cienne , ed. Guignard, 68 . 
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chosen by t he monks of Newminster (c tteaux) " in order to live in monas t ic 

tranj quillity) be secure and free f r om any annoyance by all men and t hat 
" 

an abbey may exis t t here forever and be particularly s helter ed t hrougb t he 

protection of t he Apostolic See, not impa irinv e canoni cal reverence to 

the Churcrl of Chalons." The Pope even thr eat t'!ned \-litt. sanctions: "should 

i n t he f ut:ur e an ~Il'chbishop or bishop . :m emperor (;r king, a pr i.nce or a 

dUKe . a count or viscount, a judge or any o ther clel. icel o t' secul a r TJerson 

knowl.ogly da r e to co unte ract t his our constitut ion, and upon t wo a t t hree 

r eprimands I}.o t make amends for his mis take through adequate sat Ls 
, 

he shall be deprived ofthc powers and hhnor of his dignity and it should 

be knoun tha t :le i s ~ull t v be fore t he divine 1uc;1sement . ,, 32 

Several medieva l an dern h isto .. i.ans intained t hat t h .oman 

r1vllege a ctually exempted Ne,·nuins t er (Giteaux) from the Jurisdi!Jtion of 

t he local bis hop . thers, disagree ing with the fo rmers' assumption , point· 

ed out there i s a distinc t ion between apostoliC protection and exemption, 

and tha t the fi rs t does not necessarily mean or inc lude the second. The 

ocument issued by the Pope l18S not more than etter of pro tection , and 

s uch l et t er s .ere given to other monasteries , too. Moreover, the words 

"not impa t r in5l. t he canonical reverence to t he Church 0 clear l 

i ndicate there was no ques tion about e xetIlption , a condition which was not 

32"I..ocum i gitur ilIum quem inhabi t andum pro quiete monast i ca 
eiegistiS. ab omni um mo r ta lium molesti i8 t utum ac liberum fore sancimus. 
et abba tiam iUic perpetuo haber i ~c sub apostolice sedis tute l a spec i al­
ite.r protegi . salva cabilonens i s ecclesie canonica r everen t i a , " The Pope t S 
sanction reads i n the origina l: "si qu i in crastinum archiepiscopU9 aut 
episcopus. iruperator aut rex . pr i nceps aut du~ . comes aut vi cecones. 
i udex . au t ecclesias tica quelibet secula r i sve per sona . hane nostre ccn­
sti tutionis pasinam seiena. contr a eam venire t emptaverit . s ecundo terti­
ove commonita . si non sa t i sfac t ione congrua emcndaverit . potestatis honor ­
iaque 8ui dignitate car eat . r eumque se divino i udic io existere cognoscat." 
.IExordiunl Pa rvum , " xiv . Les t10numents Pr il'litifG de Is R~gl e Ciste rcienne , 
ed . Guignard , 70 · 71 . 
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to come be for e t he Ud.rteenth centur y . Not withstanding, since even b i shops 

ere prohibited t o int e r fece witll t he customs of l'rewminste r ( c t teaux), t he 

Roman Pri vil ege ma be cons idered a de finit e s t ep t oward exempt i on. 33 " 

The three le t t er s of recommenda tion sent t o t he Pope on behalf 

of the t:lonks o f Newminste r (c t t eaux) unanimous l y testHied tbat li f e a t 

the cew Eounaation wa s in strict accordance with t~e prescr ip t ion of the 

rule of Sa i nt Bened i ct . To safeguard the continuance of r egular observance, 

chbot Alber i c l a Ld do~m certain rules tlh ich were callea: Ins t ituta mO~.!l chorum 

ci.§.l£!:£iens i um de Mo1ismo venicntium, S.tatutes of the Cistercian mouhs who 

depar t ed f r om Ho l esme , which became the fundament and pa t t ern for !ut ure 

l egi slat ion . Al t hou&h t hese s t atuees \.,ere arat.ll1 up lmder abbot Al ber ic , in 

e i r pl e sen arm they are reuacted by t ile au thor of the E?,ordi'Jm Parvum . 

St ephen Hal'ding, who se except ional. abili t y to draw up statutes became evi-

de nt some two decades lat er. The ord inanc ES of Sa int .Alberic ma y be ~,rouped 

unde r the follot"ing headings: 

B. r ne means of subsi stence for the cornm~nity . As to cloth ing and 

food , everything unnecessary should be given up . The monks there fore "re j ec t -

ed wha t was cont rary to t he Rule , namely wide-s l eeved hab i ts, furs, linen 

Silir ts, cowl s :and dratole r s , combs and blanke t s, ma ttres s es, a \lide va ri.et y of 

d i shes in the ref ectory as 'Well 85 fat and every t ning e lse which is opposed 

t o t he Rule . 1f 

Q4"Es war nur ein Scilutebrie f 'l-'11e a ndere Kibs te:;: der en auch besasen ; 
" er macht e den Konvent nich t: exemt gegenuber dem Bischof, ./as auch durch die 

Jor te ! s &l ~a cabilonens i s ecc l esie canon i ca reverent ia l deutl i ch erkl~r t wird . 
Da aber se lbs t den BischHfen ver bo ten wird , gegen die BrBuche und Ei nrich­
tungen in C1teaux etwas zu unternehroen, so kgnnen wir da r i o immerb i n e inen 

u It . 
Ansatz sur spateren £x:emt iotl erkermen . 1I Gregor Muller , Vom Cister cl.enser Orden ,16. 

34urie i c i ent es a 8e qu i cquid reg~le r e fra ga batur . f r occo$ v i de lice t 
a t pell i cias . Be s taminia . caputia qaoque Be femora lia . pectines e t cooper to­
r i a . strami na l ec to ~um . ac di ver a8 c i borum i n r efectorio iercula . sagimen 
e t i am e t cet era orani a que puri t at i r egu l a ad.ve r sabantur 1\ "Exordium Parvum, " 

xv . Lea Monuments Primiti f s de 13 R~gle Cis ter c i enne. ed . Guigna rd , 71. 
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h . The monasti~ssessions and sources of income. In the Middle 

Ages no monastery was able to ~xist without sufficient landed property. New-

minster (ctteaux) received its land from Raynald of Beaune, and t he duke oJ 

Burgundy comp leted t he donation . The re were , however, other means by which 

a monastery ' s posses sions could bQ inc r eased and developed; t he statutes 

of Saint Al beric indicate of what a natur r! they were . "S i. nce they could 

no t find either in t he Rul e or in the life of Saint Benedict t ha t t hi s teacher 

ever possessed churches, altars and offe·rin~s . burial placf.!s or tithes of 

otner peop le. or ba keries or mill.s or farmhou ses or: s e r fs or tha t women had 

ver en t ered his monaster.y , or t hat .anybody was ever buried ther e . . . they 

r enounced all t h a t ." 'Ihc m:mks, thus, dec ided to have orator ies l:a ther 

t ha n churc::tes, fo r t hey t hought direct contact wi t h t he f a i t hful was con-

t r ary to t he ru l e o f Saint Benedic t . Through tbis wise ordinance many dis-

t urbances V1 t h other r eligious and with t he secular clergy could be avoided, 

and the spread of t he Cis tercian r eform int o di ffe r en t dioceses was 3reatl 

f ac ilitated. Also, in t hose days , kings, ecc les iastics and noblemen liked 

t o be buried i n monas t eries, e i ther in t he cemetery or in the church , and 

bave rich )!. ifts to mona s t eries Eor such a fa vor . In t he i n te r est of monastic 

di sc i pline and peaceful r elationship '-lith the s ec ular clergy , Saint Alberic 

r a t her renounced to such an adv8nteg~ . The categorical refusal of such forms 

o f income, however, df.d not exclude every kind of income as t he statutes 

shew: "They also wanted to take on lan ' ed ptupert ies i"hich IllY l'emovt: d from 

human d\o:ell i ngs, as well as vineyards and meadows and woods i n 

order t o insta ll mi lls , bu t only for t hei r o<-m use, and because of the fish-

ing, al so t o keep :lOr ses and cat t l e and var i ous thin~s t hat are needed and 

useful to me n . ,,35 

3S"qu i a nee in r ·egula neC i.n vita sancti benedi cti eundem doctorem 
.tege bant possedisse ecc les i a s. vel a1ta1'i8 . tieu oblat iones . a u t sepulturas. 
vel decirnas alior um homi num. seu fur nos. vel molendina . aut vil las . vel 
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c . Manual labor. This usually meant work on the fie l d by \vhich t he 

monks procured t heir daily bread. a nd was a logical. consequence of the pre-

" 
ceding ordinance. Sa int Bened ict stated in chapter 48 of his rule tha t his 

follOl.re rs are only t hen " t ru monks tJhen t hey live by the labor of their 

lands , like ,Jur fatners and the apostles. " His spir.Ltual sons at NeHrtiinster 

(ct tca~x) desired to fo llow his instructions also in this In the 

words of the statutes; " 1 account Lt t,le dlgui. t 'Y vf t he rileonh. eses 

is lan.:is t ha t he lThav live laborin~ both throu~h his own e.tfuct a nd that 

of h i t! animals . " nis ord1nance was v he ;lreatest im tance for the fut-

ure, for Vlhe r e vcl: Cistercians ma de 11 settlement , t hey S00n cna l.4Je d t he wild-

·erae ss i.n t o ara bl e a nd f e r tile land , as wad fi4:t6a ted even b ir critic8. 36 

The guest department . nual labor was not educed 

for t he so le purpos e of procuring the mea ns of s 'ubsistence to t he monastery, 

bu t a lso to enab le the monks t o give a l ms to the DO an eedv and t o prac-

tice hc spitali t y . Therefor e " t he ne\\I s oldie t·s o f Chri st, pOO l: t hemselves 

s Chris t wa s poor . .. bC!le,a n to consult wi t h one al1o t her , hOtH , ~i ith \vhat .lOrk 

or occupa tion. t hey s hould provi de in t h is wor ld for t hemselves as well as 

rusticos. nee et iam feminas ltOWl 9 t el: i um e i us in t rasse . nee mor t uos ibidem . . . 
s epelisse . ideo hec onmia a bd1caverunt . .. (diffinierunt) suscepturos quoque 
terras ab habi t atiot'lc hominum ren:otas . et vineas et prats e t silvas . aquas ­
que ad fac iendos mo lendinos . ad proprios tamen us us et ad piscationem et 

quos pecco r aque diversaque necess i tati hominum u t iLi.a . " "Exordium Parvum, " 
xv . Les Monuments Prirni tifs de la R~gle Cistercienne , ad . Guignard , 72 • 

. 36~'tunc vere monachi sunt, s i l a bore manuum suarum vivunt. s i cut 
t patres nostri e t a pos toli." J:he Rul e 0 f Saint Benedict. ed . Justin McCann, 

110 . Gerald of Wales wrote in 1138 : "Give- t hese monks a naked moor or a 
.lild wood; then let a few yeat s pas s away and you .,ill find not only beauti­
ful churches buc dwel lings of men built a round t hem." !' Itinerariur., Kambr i ae!l 
Giraldi Carnbt"enais Opel:8, ed. J. S . Br ewer ( London , lJ6l-1391), vi, 45. - - See 
a lso "Exol:dium Parvum, xv: "in hoc compoto pe r so nam menachi qui terras su.ss 
~{lr;.tJidet . unde et peL' se. et per pcccora s ua laoorando vivat ." Les l101}umenta 
Primitifs de 1& R~g le Cistercie~n~, ed . Guignard, 72 . 
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for their arr iving guests , r ich and poor alike, who after the Rule were to 

be we l comed as Christ.,,37 

e . The admissi0n 0t,Jaybrothe fs . ReaHzing the scarcity of t he i r 

number which on account of t he monks' obligation to be present at the Div i ne 

Office wou l d ha ve rendered impossi hle effective self-suf1por t by manual labor, 

t he mon}( s of Ne"lmi nster ( c t t ea'.lx) reso l v ed to admit layb r o t her s . 'fh is ordin-

anee , r ather daring at t he titHe , helped to bridge over 11;1 01.8 $ di fferences in 

Lhe twe lfth cen t ury a nd l ed, gradually , t o t he f i na l d isa ppeara nce of ser f -

dom. In t he words o f t he s ta t utes ! "Sinc e they realized that ~,;it hout t he ir 

he lp t hey vlou ld be :mabl e to f ulfill perfect l y the precepts of the Rule day 

~m(l n igh t > they dec i de d t o admit unlettered men a.s laybrothers with the ap-

pt'ova l of the bishop and t o treat them in Bfe and dea th as the ir own, ex~ 

c ep t fer t he rights l'eserved f.or cho i r monks . ,,3 

.t . The founda t ion of new l!lon8s t e ries . The monk s of Newminster 

c t teamd sti ll s t rugg ling \~ith diffic ult i es common t o all new undertakings, 

c on tiding in Divine Providence , \l1er e convince d the ir tl70rk of r e form t-lould 

spr ead and bring ub ul1dallt fruit . Therefore , "since i t was known to t hose 

aoly men t hat Saint Benerl i c t had bu ilt monaste ries no t in t m·ms or in fort i -

~'ied places or in vil lages , but i.n p l ac es r emoved from the traff i c of men, 

t hey pr orr:is ed to £ 0 110\'1 t he same , and as h e installed twelve t ogeth er wi.th 

a fa dler a bbo t i n ench o f t he newl y ereeted mona s t e ries, so they declared 

37 11nov1 milites ~1 c um paupere xpo paupe res. inter S8 t r acta r e 
quo i ngenio q uove a r t if icio seu quo exerc i tio. in hac v ita s e hos pitesque 
di.vites at paupe r es supervenientes . quos ut xpm s uscipere prac ip i t r egula. 
ustentar en t . " "Exordium Parvum, " }:v . ,!.es Monument!! Primitifs de la Re gIe 

C isterci erm~ , ad. Guignard . 12 . 

3"" 'Tuncque dif finierunt SI:'! converso s l a i c os barba t o s licenti.a 
QjJ i scopi $I. i s uscepturos. eosque i n vita. et mor te excepto monachatu ut 
s emet i psos tr'actaturos ... qu i.a s ine admin iculo i storurn nOll intelligc hant 
se plcnari e die sive nocte pr ecep t a regula posse ser vare . '* Supra , 37 . 
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their wish to ~roceed iu 
39 

e same manner." 

Another importan t event during abbot Alberic's administration is . 
i 

e qually linked to the person of Stephen Hat"ding . As the history of the found -

ation of Newmins ter (C1teaux) reveals, tne monl~ s seceding .:rom l-101esme cn.deav-

orea to ~estore t he ~ule of Saint Benedict in i ts ori3inal purity . rol lowing 

t he words of Saint Benedict, t hey conside red t he cnantino of the Divine Of -

fice t heir most important occupation . Accordingl y, t ney spared no effort 

Lu ~ roc ure the liturgical books necessa~y f or divine worship . They soon ac-

qui red a Leaut ifu l co p.>' of t he Bible, corrlllloni Y calleri tne ~iblc of Saint 

Stephen, for it was the l a tter who r evised and corrected it according to the 

or.l.£lnal text an 1d Vul",a te manuscrip t s . The quest ion t,]hetr.er Stephen 

HardinR possessed t he necessar" , "iea ci ons fo r s uch an unc1el:taking i 

justified but , neverthe less, purely academic . Fo)'" Stephen receive(j hi s 

hi~her education in Par is w'hich in tne eleventh and t \1elf t h centuries had 

sever.al famous senools, such as t he schools vi Nutr.e Dame, of the a bbey of 

Saint Genvieve and of the monastery of Saint Victor. The study of Ho ly 

ac rip ture occupied an eminent place in tha curriculum of these s chool s, 

consequen tly, Stephen Hard i ng had unlimi ted opportunit.l.es to deepen him­

self in t he s tudy of Uol 
. 4 

Scripture. 

For his unde r takill tephen procured several Bibles from dif feren t 

mona stel-ies and churches in the nei£hborhood . .mong t hese l<lanUSC r i p ts he 

39"Quia etiam beatum benedie tum non in c ivitatibus nee in caatell is 
aut in vUlis . sed in locls a frequentia popul.i. serao t is cenohia construxisse 
s ancti vi:d i ll i sc iebant : idem se emulari promittebant. Et sieut HIe mon­
asteria construeta per duodenos monachos ad i uncto pat r e abba t e disponebat: 
S'ic se a c tUl:"OS conf :!.rmabant ! ' "Exordium ParV1.ltrl, I i xv. Lea Monuments Primitifs 

" . ' -de l a Regl~stercienne, ed . Guignard, 72 . 

40 ". Tiburtius Humpf ner, OlDie Btbel de s hI. Stephan Hard i ng,·' Cis terci-
enser-ehronik, 29(1917), 74 . -- See also Georg Schmid, Gesehic hte der 
~hung (Stuttgart, 1892) , II, 373. -------------
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fOUl1d one . v dH fer e Gl all t he o t heL' copies flnd W61S also lon~~ 

cc. ThiS Stephen caused it to be COpl~ and dut:ri.buted 
.. ., e nell havJ.r:~ !:lee: tee l>tephen was grea.t:ly sur-

'iseC1 ~Jnel1 he ticcd che c.oDl.cd text. and t he other 

niall"be .: lDts > sinc...e. a::, tlo 11 " neiJ, alL had tlle ir COlfll'lJ.:m or l.p;1u ill 'the Vul-

",a $a.n .. J~.1. II z;:on. the i;ebnM and !"haldean original. In 

Je . co det he con:ect 1 ) .. e consulted all ava ila ule r.l8nuscripts 

"'iJ ~-I .L ·.)1 he e 3(..110 lil l: S , 1 versed i the Old '.i'a s tament . 

lU I; " E< succeeded ... , "a - os ca~l is'.in ' La tin t ext. 0 d Testaul,ent in 

close conformi t y wi t il tuE! rte.)re.: and Chaluean texts . Howeve r, instead oJ: 

l iL,j.n~ " 1ble, <l co1.o6S task, ne could by no means contem-

late .• he c on t ,,\pted. h i mself w:.i.tb ttllt el'aain aul ty Fas6a~e. a replac-

ln~ tuem iJy the co,;r"sp xts . 8nKS after erasur e 

.Ie" J . E :1 t t .• e ;.lreaenl. t hese corrc ... '~:;' I-!l i3 <>8 W.:; tili 

t ., 
'- aGures .1C'" qu Ii! Gom t tl e ... est oi the 

s ~i a •• e hunic ~ pal l.i ol."a rv at: D1. tou in France 

«lS . j, 2- 1.) , t tle i..ll: t •. eco:nd lume (r.1O. 13, LoLl.O J v) we timt 

a Lett.e . t p..p'Mm Harding ca !'''''''_ .).~cpnan l. .. nle". v •• a us .tntol 'nlS -

cion a oout tll~ n {) i9 Ihble. [/ronl t.1:1 ... 8 1118t017ie note we also learn 

tilL "In Llle ye;.r 1 1) ~ o f tn~ lnca;:;-nat l on t IllS Book was comp leted 

pheu, second a bbo t o f t he lOOnastery of c ttesux wa s ru ling . " ... 1 

----- ,---- - - - ----
4l",u _vl 1. 0 " i'i:ll te l:' 3TEPrlANUS . NO l1 i 

e L salutern. Wane hls­
pl urillio s l1br os qUI)S tie J LverSl.S eeclesHs 

2saV ,Lmus u t veraC iOl elll seque::: erour, 1n quehudam ce re a i> omnibus l:1ultum 
v11clCit am impa", iil'us, Et qu i .. ilium p lenw .. em ca e ter 15 lnveniruus , fi .:.te 

~\. accomouautes, hanc lu. s tor i lllU. secundum quod 1.n eodem 1lol:"0 l.nvem.wus, 
sc ~ IJ)SU,'US. .,jua di<5e llC;a, non r;.od ice de dissonant ia ui s t oriacuTtI curbat l sumus, 
quia hue plena docal: r a I: io I ut q,tod at;. lIno l.nta l'prete, videl i cet bea to 
lller0nywiJ, quem, cnetar l S interpreti ous omissls, nost,ra t es j s mJ .. m<Iue suseep­
crant , de uno tlebraicae ve r l.tatia fonte translatul!! cs t , unum debast sonare . 
unt taman quidam 'letel:is tea tamenti libri . qui non de lie braico, sed ae 

"', 
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The individua l vol ~mes o f t he Bible were copied by d ifferent per-

sons and t h e '! COl1S is t o f four lar&e volumes in fo Ho of unequal dimensions. 

'the cont en ts are dis tribu t ed 1n t he foll owing way : Volume One contains the 

Pen ta t euc h, .ros ~lahl Th udges and I<tut h . !t is l-1ritten on tw~lfth century 

pa tchnent, hils 115 f o lios i n two co l umns and i ts s i ze is 474x32c tmi . t he 

t i tles have eVCl.ywRer ec.utiful i ni t i al.s, espec i a lly i n the book of Genes i s . 

'fhe miniatuccs in the Bi ble m:e said to bf! r eLated t o t he Carol i ngi.a n art of 

t he jjreat {woe; 0 f A:nois , an:i ",1 t o t he An:;lo-Normtln art of t he Hinchest-

r. school , and to tne Irish ~nd N0 r t toumi::rian a r t o f t he el even t h century. 

The \'lhole vo lume, bu~nd i.n 1!,.::Jifcre d v elwlJ , bears itl t he middle t he Sup4ure~-

Hhris with the coat-of -lIrrns of c t teau:<: i n go ld , On t hcf1rs t f o110 a l.ter 

interpolstivn ca n be found: ~f ~al1c te Ha d e C i.~~_ yo l ume.'EJ"!Q, 01.111' -

het" .lng 1S0 Oa f:!flS with t columns each , ~ I a " ( i rs t til mneraonic. poe m a hou t t he 

~)'t'"d e r a nd llbbreviations o f the indiV1.cilJa l sacred booKs . Then follow t he 

nooks of the Kin_~. Is Las. Je remias, The Laroentations of Jeremias, gzechl e l, 

Cha lda i c o ser mo ns Il l) eoacr.!. r.Ou !.:!:'o in t <!rr re te s.m!: trnns l at l : quia sic aos 
apud Judaeos invenlt , s icut i~s~'T .. et i n prviogo eupcJ.' Da nie l a 3cr i.bit, nosque 
ill o!! stou t caeteros l ibros $ec:.mdu.u e" us tra ns la tione.ru suscepimus . Unde 
nOS mllleu!!! de diuco~dia r.l)s trorum librorlllu. quos a b 'Jno 10terprc tc suscepi­
mus , admLr.ant~a, J lJda eo s quo 60.am in s ua 3cLi ptura per1.los adi v imus , ac d ili-

entissiwe linbua ":omana inqul si'limus d e omnibus 111 i s .'k;::!.p t urllrum l ocis, 
.0 qui-bu s i L .ae pln- tfts at ver s us . q uos in pra,edicto l10St '(1 exemplat'i i nllen.l. ­
eba!ll\1s , ot j am in Hue :Ipere n~ S tr o infle!' ubamus. qU0 3CjUC in al1-i s mul t i s 
his-tcnl!i.is Lat i n i s non i.mTeniebamus . Qui suo s libro$ plures CO l' a m nobis r c -

o lventes. et in loc.l.s :aU.s '.1.:;1 -lOS t·o[;a b21ln.us) Hebra i c a m, sive Chaldaicam 
$cr i ptura m l\ oma nis v e rhis Ho b i s exponl~nli:e s > pa rtas vel versus. pro qu ibus 
;urbabamut' , !!!inim\! ;:epere .un t . t(uaproptc ( iebu i cae atque Chalda i cae ver i -

1\ 
t a U s . et lilult is lihr ts La cinis. qu i ilIa non habaOJ.lnt , sed per omnia dua-
LUS lllls l Ln~uls 

a brasimus , ve l ut i tn mulUs h lJJI.IS !ltd:i l oc is applU'ct, at pr aec1.poJe in l il.n:1s 
~egum. u')1. ma ior 'Pars Ellrori s lnvt?iu\.!i-at.ll". l\..mc vero onres qui hoc vo lumen 

modo plaed.i.ctas partes vel ver sus Gupe.r­
fiU IJ8 huic opel' x am?l.i. .1 s adjULlean t . Satis enim l.UC(;t in quibus l ec i a a r ant. 
q ui a r8sura pergameni eadem loea non cel .lt . In t crdiciUlus et i am Buctoritgta 
i. c t et nostca e COtlLr_bDtiunis> n(; qoJis [lune librum, t18gno labore pra e pa r atum. 
i l1hoflEls te lrac tare, ve l ung\Jla s ua per s ~rip turam vel tOlarf .. incm e j \..os al iqui d 
ota e e praes umat. " l'l.el1 £olloW6 t he date: "Anno 11 ) 9 ab Im.:a .... nat Lone Do ­

mini liber i ste !1nem s umps i t s cribendi, gucenumce Stephauo II a bbate coe~ 

no b1um t.:iste rc 1.eru.e ." Pa trolos i a l.;..a ti l1~'l, ed . J. r . tH!1,ne (~.risU.a~ 1894 ) . 
tom. 116 , cols. 1373-1 376 . For the Eng lish translation of the ~ see 
Appendix III. pale 8~. 
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Osea'h , Joel, Amos , Abdias, Micheas . Habacuc, Sophonias. Aggeus, Zacbari.as 

and Mal aehias. Corr ec.tions are far more numerous in this volume than in 
.; 

the other three. At t end of it, i.e. on folio 150v, W nd the alread 

lnent1()nedNot..!..l>_~_.S tep'Mn!. . h~ volume has tho S8t'lll s i ze as Vo lume One. 

~,l~~ __ ThrJt~ includes the Books of Joo, the Psalms, 170ve t 
$ 

, Eceles:.ates, 
" 

CanUcle of Canticles . Dan iel j PacalypOinenotl, Esdras. Hel:emias. Esther. the 

Book of Wiadoo , Eacleslastieuu. Juditil , Tobias and the tvlO Books of t he 

Maccabees . Its i nitials are rather nUme l'QUS and detailed . She o f the vol · 

ume 13 425>:3 mm. ~lum!LFour contains the Tes tament, i . e, an i n tro-

d\lctton and the canon of the Gospels. then the Gospels of l-1atthcu, Ha::c, 

Luke and John . the Ac ts of the Apostles, th~ so*called Epis w_"_ "~~ .... 

t he Epis t l es of Baint Paul, and tile ApocalYD:>e . Size vi "Oh06 is 

4l.2::-t325 nllll. 4 

,From the Ntlta S, Stephani we leatned chat ';tephc con· 

sulte4 Hebrew scholar s in urdec tv detel"tline the Cot rcc t LcalhnE; of faull;y 

p4&llsa£es 1n t bc Old Testament. ~,atll the aaUia CQ end appl"int; the same 

princip les, he corr ected also the (;ew 'festnment . Mal.'b i na 1 n" tcs t l.r.,Y 

that ~tephen u~ed o l d nuscrlpts a s 11 as the Gree~ vers ion of tl~ New 

Tet1,tawent fo( h is pucpose. In the fOUL Gos pe ls aluue I.:I .e about: t'No 

hundt'cd :::v;.-cections l~ade by S tephe.n ila. td in6 • jince th: v l;.! Testament has 

fa r nlvre cv~'recti0L13, it can eS:3Uy lJc seen ,~hilt in .i::1:1:cnsu \1.::l l:k Stevhcn 

~a[dlng accornpt1s~ed. In his text-c-i L i~ism he apptlad the r6~ht nciol 

ht, l;.tephal1 
H':rlSer -Cln:: 011 t k , 

. Is-io-;;t1d-'~''Die ! i be 1 
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.• is corrections mostly follow the Greek text, but: if thE'! gre':lter part o. 

~is old Vulgate mm1usct"iptG had a different r ead ing, he woulf dopt it. t}3 
,; 

Stephen Hardinf; 1 s n.'lcaosion has perhaps no great value in the 

eves of theolo~iE.ns: stU1, :'t.s tcxt - c L'iC l.Cilil'l has stn-octad the attention 

oftlc"lnv Scri.p ture schtllars . Horeover, t he fact that the aut.hor of t he re -

vision has used ..,loss<l1ies ard axp1anatot:' )' Ilotes, is cexLaLuly r~o emaIl 

achievement .1.£ one t' l!roembertlth the Dible correction tool. place ar the 

be c inning of the t hir teont h century . A ;.wr!< of such a nstllt'e and ~tandard 

should prove sufficiently Stephan Ha:rdin6 ' s ,mCOnr..1011 i n tellec tual a b ilities 

and show that in hi.m science and s(.ho1al'shi ele in r.a ,·mvny with the gtea t -

est piety. 'fhe \:01"1;. ~lOuld pr.ob~bly have r enrlenl rea t set"vices IIIhen the 

--vi.siIJn of the Vuh:atc was decr eed bv the Coutlcf.l o f Trent ; ,mfortunately 

nobo I.new of its exis tence until t'l..ahi ll oh found it when publishinfl: the 

WOLks 0·£ Saint Bel: na .. d. Vacnndnrd, in his Vie d.e Sai!lt Ber~. ri5htly 

<:oncluded "Hernllrd's mast.or had left u.S a ,;ol k of l:> i hU.eal cdti..ci.sm super-

iot' t :.> a nyt hi ng th(? monas teries of t hat period had producell not ex~ 

cept1nij. Cluny, which had a chieved jrcat ,enOI<I{) f"r .learning and erud!t1on. ,, 4.(f 

4 " .~Ult .. ~S Ru~~fncr. '~1~ ~i~cl a es 
29(1917) 78 ~ 79 -- See also J. p, P. Ma 

F l. J yt i.c.'ll.) "jl);Ltc t 
23(1911). 220 - 221 and 
hI . t ' . tAo "C 

i ~ cpl_lan t4all.n~, .t.. .~.'\,o'.so ..... .&,. ~'-'l, .liH'i "" _,. .... _ .... ~a ... 
A 

... 
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CHAPTER III 

ABBOT OF ClTEAUX 

Abbot Alberic died on .January 26t b, 1109, in t he words of t he ~-

ordium Parvurl\ " t be man of God, Al beric •.. after having practiced fruitful! 

r egular discipline in t he school of Christ for nine and a half years, went 

to the Lord, glorious in his fa ith and virtues. t herefore deservedly r eward-

ed by God 1n t he eternal life. " To find a successor to abbot Alberic posed 

no difficulty, and t he monks of Newminster (ctteaux) had certainly no doubt 

about t he person of the next abbot . The Exordium Parvum is again brief on 

t he subJec~: " (Alberic's) successor was a bro ther by t he name of Stephen, 

an Englishman by nationality, who had also come here with t he others from 

Molesme, a lover of the Rule and the new place . ,,45 

When Stephen assumed the government of 'Newminster (ctteaux). one 

45"Vir . •• domni albericus in scola xpt per novem annos et dimidium 
regular! disciplina fel i citer exer citatus . migravit ad dominum. fide at v ir ­
tutibus glorio8us. et ideo in vita eterna a deo beandus . Rulc success i t qui ­
dam frater stephanus nomine. anglicus natione. qui et ipse cum alUs de 
molismo i lluc advenerat. quique amator regule et loci erat." "Exordium Par­
vum," xvii . Les Monuments primitifs de 18 R~gle Cistercienne, ed. Guignard, 
73. --According to William of Malrnesbury , Stephen was absent at t he time of 
lis election: "Tum, haud dubie nutu divino , Stephanus absens etiam in abba tern 
eligitur." HGesta Regum Anglorum, fI Patrolos, ia Latina, tom. 179, col. 1289. 
This absence could be explained as a flight in order to avoid his election. 
However, since t he Exordium Parvum does not mention t his occurrence, William 
of Malmesbury'. statement is not accepted by historians.--Manrique publishes 
Stephen 's sermon delivered on t he occasion of Alberic's death , Annales Cis­
terciense. I, 50. One may. however , question the genui neness of t his funeral 
oration. for Manrique's informant. the Portugese chronicler Brito , ~. fam-
ous for his love of legenda.ry elements. --The English translation of Stephen 'a 
sermon is given in J. B. Dalga irns, Li fe of St . Steeben Harding Abbot of 
ctteaux and Founder of tneCistercian Order, 84-85 . 
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of his first acts was to prohibit benef actors of t he mona.stery from entering 

the monastic enclosure wi t h t heir suites. At t he time such visits were not 
i 

uncommon i n other monasteries which usually owed t heir foundation to the 

grants of a landlord upon whose territory the monks had set tled and were 

dependent upon his generosity for t heir maintenance. The monks, out of grat-

itude , r eceived s.uch benefactors a lld t~eir entourage at cer tain times , and 

perha ps t his was done in order to avoid monetary reimbursement t hat might 

have been exacted fro. t hem. Saint Alberic. viewing the question in this 

light, tolerated such visits ; in consequence, t he duke of Burgundy was ae-

customed to hold hh court at Newminster (c tteaux) on great festivals. 

Stephen Harding, seeing in it a question of principle and realiZing t hat 

such a custom would sooner or later endanger monastic discipline, was op-

posed to such visits. Hence , when lle ~;became abbot, he "prohS.~ ited (that) 

the duke of that country or any o t her sovereign should keep court a t an 

t ime in t hat monastery as they used tv do at g:real: f easts. " Therefore he 

asked duke Hugh to d iscontinue his usual visits .46 

Whether t his ordinance of t he new abbot caused any friction be -

tween the duke and. t he monastery is not clear , even if certain writers 

assert that the monastery 's subsequent destitutilon was the result of t he 

withdrawal of the duke 's favor . The Exordium Parvum seems to ind i cate the 

opposite, for it relates that "In those days t he monastery i ncreased in 

its possessions of l and, vineyards, meadows, and farmhouses. " Tbe dest i t u-

46"HuiuS temporibus interdixer\lnt fratres una cum eodem abbate ne 
dux illius terre seu alius princeps . cur i am suamaliquo tempore i n ilIa ec­
clesia tenerent. sicut i antea in sollemnitatibus agere solebant. " "Exordium 
Parvum", xvii. LesMonumen;sPrimitifs de la RegIe Cistercienne, ed . Guig­
nard, 73 . --See also (Alberic Wulf) , C.ompelldium of the History of t hp. Cister ­
ci,an Order (Gethsemani, 1944), 39. 
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tion probably occured at a later period and under different circumstances. 

For we know duke Hugh, whose father was buried at Newminster (ctteaux) and 

whose brother was a monk of the new foundation, continued to make donations 

to the monastery . Thus, t hrough his mediation the Benedictine abbey of 

Saint Benignus at Di j on gave two parcels of l and to the monks . From other 

benefactors, like Lubaud of ~~ni and Arnold Cormi, Newminster (ct teaux) re­

ceived further donations . The monks of Saint Germain des PrJs in Paris who 

had possessions in Burgundy also came to the aid of the monastery, ceding 

land at Giguy and Bretigny as well as right£ of pasturing. Stephen Hard-

ing had hardly taken over the administration of the monastery when Eliza-

beth de Vergy, with the consent of her husband, Savarus, and of her two 

sons, opened the long series of donations which was to stabilize t he hither-

to rather unstable economic life of the community . The cartulary r ecords 

no less tha.n fifty donations made to Newminster (ct teax) in the first ten 

years of Stephen rdingts government, whereas we find only one during ab-

bot Alberic ' s r e ign and very few under Saint Robert. In these days it also 

happened that the Benedict ines of Gilly allowed the monks to use their woods 

and meadows and donated twelve acr es (journaux) of their possessions at 

Gemigny. In 1110, Hugh de Vergy presented the monl~s with vineyards which 

have s.ince become famous as one of the premier vintages of France, the £!2.!. 

de Voguest. 47 

In spite of these happy events, the first years of Stephen Hard-

ing ' s administration also gave rise to worries . The number of the monks 

47The Exordium Parvum treats with t his period in chapter xvii: 
"lllis diebus in terris et vineb ac pratis curtibuaqueeadem ecclesia 
crevit. lI Les Monuments Primitifs de la R~gle Cistercienne. ed Guignard, 74. 
--See also Gregor Mtlller, Vom Cistercienser Orden, 20 - 22 as well as Arch­
dale King , C'tteaux and Her Elder Daughter$, 19 and Bernard de C1alrvaux, 
ed. Commission d tHistoir e de l'Ordre de ctteaux, 32 and 117 . 
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had been r educed t o seventeen or eighteen, and t here were few newcomers •. As 

the Exordium parvum describes the situation, "i t caused some sorrow in t hose 
" 

days t hat seldom did anyone come there in order to become t heir imitator. 

Namely, the holy men vehemently des ired to hand down to thei r successors, 

for t he benefit of many souls , this treasur e of vir tues found in such heav-

enly manner . Nevertheless, almost all t hose who saw and heard of t he unusu-

al and almost unprecedented rigor of their manner of life, instead of appro-

aching t hem, tr ied anxiously to avo id and forget them, doub ting always in 

t heir persever ance. " The monks cried and wept bef or e God "day and night . 

roaning long and deep and had almost come to the rim of despair because 

t hey had no successors. tl As had been indicated, the main cause of Stephen's 

worry lay i n the f ear lest with the ext i nction of t he co~nun1ty t he reform 

work so ~ealously and energetically begun at Newminster (c tteaux) should end 

in failure. In t his connection a legend i s told of a dying brother whom 

Stephen Har ding commanded i n virtue of religious obedience to return from 

the other world with an answer to his question. Some days later the de-

ceased brother indeed appeared to t he abbot and encouraged him with the 

assur ance t hat t he way of life led by his community was pleasing to God ; in 

a little while t heir patience would be rewar ded in a way that would surpass 

all t heir expectat ions . For r ecruits would soon arrive who "l i ke bees 

swarming in haste and overflowing the hive, would flyaway and spread t hem­

selves i n many parts of t he world . 1I48 

48Thi8 miraculous event is recorded in t he "Exordium Magnum" i , 
xvi. Patrologia Latina , tom. 185bis, coh o l 012-1014.--For t he dearth of 
vocations in Alberic' s time see "Exordium Parvum," xvi . Les ~lonuments Prim­
it i fs de la R~gle Cistercienne, ed Guignard. 73 : "a bbatem (alb.ertcum) et 
suos al i quantulum masticie subdidit, quod r aro quis i l1is diebus illuc ad 
eos imitandos vener i t . Vir i enim sancti thesaurum virtutum celitus inven­
t um. successoribus ad multorum salutem profutul:um cornmi ttere gestiebant, 
sed f ere omnes videntes et audientes vite eorum asperltatem insolitam et 
quaSi inautl i tarn. plus corde et corpor e elonga r e quam appr oximar e se e is 
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At the l' 3ginning of his adr.lini stration, abbot Stephen also intro-

duced simplifications in the church and altar furnishings, in order that "1n 
.. 

the house of God, in which it was their desire to serve God devoutly day and 

night, nothing would remain that savor ed of pride and superfluity or eventu-

allv ~orrupt poverty. the safeguard of virtues." There.fore it was resolved 

"not to keep golden or silver CrOsses but only painted wooden ones, no can-

delabra but only one of iron; no thuribles, but only of copper or iron, no 

chasubles, except of wool or linen, without silk, gold or silver weave; no 

albs or amices but of linen, similarly without silk, gold or silver . They 

eliminated all kinds of palliums. copes, dalmaties and tunics. However, 

they retained silver chalices, not golden, but when it could be done, gold 

plated, as well as the cummunion tube of silver, gold plated if possible; 

stoles and maniples were of silk only, without gold and silver . They also 

orderec1 that the altar cloths be made of plain linen and without embroider-

49 ies and that the cruets should have nothing in gold aod silvec on them ." 

fes tinabant. et de perseverantia titubare non cessabant. " The IIExordium 
Parvum." chapter xvii, also relates how the same problem affected Stephen 
Harding and his monks: "ad se c1amantes . coram se lacrimantes. die ac 
ncete longa profundaque trahentes suspiria. et fere ostio desperationis 
appropinquar..tes . pro eo quodsuccessoribus pene carer ent." 148S Monuments 
12imiths de 18 Regie Cistercienne, ed . Guignard. 74. 

4911Deinde ne quid in domo dei in qua die ac nocta deo devote 
servire cupiebant renlaneret quod superbiam aut superfluitatem r edoleret, 
aut paupertatem custodem virtutum quam sponte eleger ant aliquando oor­
rumperet: confirmaverunt ne retinerent cruces aureas seu argenteas. ni si 
tantummodo ligneas coloribu$ depietas. neque candelabra nis i unum ferreum. 
neque thuribula nisi cuprea vel ferrea. neque casulas de fustaneo. vel 11no 
sine pallio auroque et argento . neque albas vel amietus nisi de lino. simi­
liter sine pallio . auro et argento. Pallia vero omnia et cappas atque dal­
mat1cas tunica.que ex toto dimiserunt: sed calices argenteos non aureos. 
sed s1 fieri poteat deaul:atos . at Hstulam argenteam. et 51 possibile fuel'­
it deauratam . stoles quoque ac n14nipulos de pallio tantum. sine auro et 
argento retinuerunt. Palle autem altarium ut de lino fierent sine pictu.ra 
plane precipiebant. et ut ampulle vinarie sine auro et argento essent. " 
"Exordium Parvum," xvii . Lea f.1onuments Primitifs de l a R~gle Cisterc ienne, 
ed . Gulgnard, 73- 74.- -5ee also Archdale A. King, Liturgies of the Religious 
Orders (London . 1955), 118-128, and Gregor M~ller. "Clteaux vom Jahre 1109 
bis 1119," Ciatercienser-Chronik, 28(1916)~ 34·38. 
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The dead laybrother' s prophecy was fulfilled shortly before Easter, 

1112, when Bernard of Fontaines, the future abbot of Clairvaux, entered N~w­

mi nster (ctt •• ux)with thirty companions . According to t he prescriptions of 

the r ule , the newcomers spent several days in the guesthouse, and then t hey 

were led into the chapter room where t heir formal petition to be admitted 

~las unanimo'nlly granted . Thus began their novi ciate which i s a year of trial 

and religious formation . All baving remained steadfast in t heir vocation, 

they pronounced t he monastic vows upon comple t i on of t he novic 1ate. The 

news of t his event reached the outs ide world also , so that from t hen on many 

fo llowed the example of Bernard . Stephen Hardi ng t hus records this j oyful 

event: "God t s mercy had sent to that community so many literate clerics as 

well as laymen who were in t he world as powerful as t hey were distinguished , 

t hat thi-rty a ll at once happily entered t he cells of, novices and by bravely 

combating t heir own vices and t he t emptat iQn of t he evil spirit completed 

their course . Through t heir example old and young , men of every walk of 

life and from various parts of the world became encour aged , since t hey saw 

through them that what t hey had feared impossible , the observance ~f t he 

Ru l e, was possible. So t hey began to flock together there in order to bow 

their proud heads under the s\veet yoke of Christ , and t o l ove f ervently the 

vigorous and bu:nlensome precepts of t he Rule, and t hey began to make t hat 

communi ty t'1onderfully happy and strong. ,,50 

Htot clericos litteratos at Dobiles . lai cos etiam in seculo 
potentes et eque nobiles . uno ad i U um dei gratia t ransmisit e.cclesiam . 
ut trig:!.nta insimul in cellam novitiorum alacriter int rarent . ac bene contra 
propr ia vlt ia et i ncitamenta malignorum spirituum fortiterque decertando . 
cursum suum consummarent. Quorum exemplo 'senes et iuvencs . diver seque eta­
tia homines in diversis mundi partibus animati. vi dentes scilicet in is t is. 
possiblle fore . quod antea imposs ibile i n custodienda regula formidabant. 
i11uc concurrere . superl>a colla tugo xpi suavi'subdere . dura et aspers 
regule precepts ardenter amare . eccle$iamque i llam mt rablliter letificare 
et corroborare ceperunt. " "Exordium Parvum," xvii . Les Monuments Primitiis 
de 18 R~gle Ci.tercienne . ed . Guignard, 74 . --The same turn of events is 
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The ir.~rease of Newminster 's community enabled abbot Stephen to 

c4ny out his long cherished plan of expanding the r eform. The problem of 

• 
accomodation may have been an additional r eason. Therefor e, the abbot, with 

the consent of the monks , decided to found a second monastery in which the 

monks, separated from the others in body but not in spirit, might serve God 

in holiness and religious observance . He 'probably mentioned his intent ion 

to hi •• fr iend , the bishop of Chalons, on whose recommendation the count of 

Chalons, William of Thlers, and the latter 's uncle, Savanis de Donzy, gave 

their property in the canton of Sennecy and commune of Saint Ambreuil , sit-

uated on the north (left) bank of the Grone river, near the south~east bor-

der of the forest of Bragne and twelve miles from Chalons-sur -Saone , to t he 

monks i n order to make a new foundation. After the successful transfer of 

the property the bqilding of a new rr~nastery was immediately begun. This 

makes it probabl~ that an advance party came to the new place t oward the 

end of 1112. The rest of the community, headed by Bertrand and accompanied 

by Stephen Harding. arr ived on l".ay 16, 1113. Two days later t he bishop of 

Cbalons, Walter of Couches, and Joceran. bishop of Langres, dedicated the 

new church . The 18th of May is, therefore , considered as the day of the 

new monast~ry 1s foundation . Stephen named it Firmi.tBS (],.a Fert~), to i ndlcalle 

the strength and vigor of the Cistercian reform. 51 

r ecorded by the "Exordi um Magnum," ~ i, xv .) in .f.!!!ElogiaI.atins , tom . 185bis 
cols. lO ll- lOU .. --See also Gregor Muller, Vom Cistercienser-Orden, 22e24 and 
Vincentiue Hermana, tiDe Novlciatu in Ord ine Btmedi.ctino -Cisterciens i et 1n 
Jure Communi usque ad Annum 1335, tI Analeeta Sacd. Ordinis Cisterc i ensis t 3 
(1947) , 59-106 . - . 

51The antecedents of La Pertl ·s foundation are recorded in the 
"Exordium Magnum," i. xxi. Patrol.ogia Latina. tom. 1.85Ms, col s . 1016-1017 . 
--Manrique says: tlTantus . erat numerus fratrum spud Cistercium. quod neque 
substantia, quam habebant, eis sufficere, nec locus, in quo manebant, eos 
convenienter capere posset. Placeat 1taque fratr!bus. ut locum alium quae­
rerent, in quo pars ipsorum, ab aliis corpore non animo separata, Deo deuote 
et r egular iter deservirent. Hoc de.c·rat:o firmato .cunc torum votis , Stephanus 
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In the year 1114, Newminster (Ctteaux), steadily inereasing in 

number, was abl e to found its second daughter-house. A priest named Arsius 

who lived as a hermit at Ponti~ny, some twelve miles from Auxerre, devel-

oped a great admiration for the monks of Newminster and proposed Pontignx 

for a ne~-J foundation. Stephen liard accepted the offer, on condition of 

t he lc'cal bishop 's appr oval. The bishop of Auxerre favored the pro j ec t;, 

and so did the count of Altxer:ce . The monks arl:"ived at Pontigny on May 31st, 

1114 . The monastery aud t he village take t heir name from a bridge over the 

Serein river \vhich marks t he boundary between ,Burgundy and Champagne. Ste-

phen Harding appointed Hugh de Vitry, onil of B~rnard' s corilpanirJas, abbot of 

the new foundation . He subsequently r eceived h!s abbatial bles-sing from 

bishop Humbert (Humbald) of Auxerre. The latter's promise of obedience to 

the bishop contained the important clause "galvo ord ine nostro ," ("saving 

the obedience due to t he order"), t hus establishing a precendent which was 

followed for several centuries by all future abbots of the order . 52 

Ne-wlinster (ctteaux) made its third foundat 'l.on on June 25th, 111.). 

Clab:vaux, sHuated in the valley of t~ormwood . some eight. miles south-east 

cf Bar-dur-Aube and t hir t y-five miles south-east of Troyes, was a family 

foundation and for that reason Stephen Harding appointed Bernard first 

abbot of the new establishment. 53 

inquirendo loco accingi tur . " Annales Ciatercienses I, 69.--See also L. 
Janauschek, Originum Cisterc'iensium ramus I (Viennae, 1877), 3 (hereafter 
cited as Originum Cistercien_lum I), Archdale King, C!teaux and Her Elder 
Daugrcers, 1G6 -108 , and Gregor Milner, "C'tteaux VOm Jahre 1109 bis 1119," 
Cistercienser -Chronik, 28(1916), 135-137. 

52L. Janauschek I Or ig inum Cisterciensium I . 4, AI'chdale King, 
t

il 
C teaux and Her Elder DaughteEs . 148-149 and Gregor Muller, tlctteaux vom 
Jahre 1109 bis 1119," Cistercienser-Chronik, 28(1916). 135-137. 

53L• Janauschek, loc. cit. ,4. Archdale Ki ng. loc. c it . , 207- 211 
and Gregor MUller, loc.cit., 139-140 . 
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Morimond, the fourth daughter-house, was founded in the same year, 

probably at the end of June . Situated east of Newminster (C!teau~). it 11}Y 

in a marshy valley surrounded by desolate fores t land in the county of Bas-

slgny on the confines of Lvrraine to the east, and Franche Comt4, t hen part 

of the German Empire . to the south. Through i ts geographical situation, the 

monaster ecams very important, for it opened the way for the reform's 

spread into Germany. III iae!;, the first abbot of Morimond, Arnold, was of 

German origin and a brother of the t hen archbishop of Cologne. The place 

belonged to a hermit named John who afterwards turned it over tl) Newmlnster 

(C1teaux) . The bishop of Langres, Joceran de Drane ion , and Vdolric, lord 

of Aigremont, as well as the count of ehefmont gave their consent. The 

original name of t he place, Moiremont, was changed by a monk. into Horimond 

(mori munda , to die to the world.)54 

The first four foundations of Newminster (C~teaux) acquired a 

special status in the Cistercian order and preceded in r ank all ot-her founda-

tions . Their abbots were called primi abbates, primary (proto-) abbots and 

played an important role in subsequent times . 

l'he rapid successi.on of four foundations within two years consid-

erably reduced t he community of Newminster(C1teaux); time and new vocations 

were needed to fill the gap caused by t he sece.ssion of forty-eight monks. 

However, with Nawminstel; ' s constant increase i.n fame a further spread of the 

reform could he reasonably foreseen. This brought up t he subject and nee-

essity of unitLn~ the monasteries already existing and those to be establish-

ed in the future into an organic unity and of determining their mutual 

5t.I.., Janauschek, Originum Cis terciensium I, 5, Archdale King, 
• H Cl.teaux and Her . Elder Ifa~ghter~, 329 - 331 , and Gt"egor Mull er., ."ctteaux vom 

Jahre 1109 bis 1119," Cistercienser-Cnronik, 28 (1916), 140-142 • 

.. 
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relation.hip. Undoubtedly, Stephen Hal'ding l oresaw the pr oblem and had def-

intte ldea. about the fundamental pr~nciples of the legblation that vas need-

ed. for the 10Dg year •• pent in the monastery gave him ,000cb experience. SUll, .. 
unwillini to proceed i nd.ependently. he sought an agree.nt with the four pr1. -

mary abbots. Therefore. in 1116 he invited them to Newaainster (ctteaux) in 

order to deUne the degre. of tbdl' dependence f ,rolD the mother-abb.y and t be 

principl •• governing th.ir mutual relation.. In addition to $,tephen Hard i ng ., 

t hr •• abbot. werepr ••• nt at t his lirst chapter: Ber trand of La Fert', Hugh 

of Pontigny, and Arnold of Morimond. IUn •• s prevented B.rnard of ClalrvauK 

from attending in pereoD. Abbot Stephen pr.dd.1l at the meeUng and preaentad 

the a ..... bhd abbots with the draft of a t.ntativa law code. Th. art·~cl •• 

weI'. read and 4iscu.s.d, but no dec i sion reached. in.tead, the abbots ' agr •• d 

to .tudy the draft for lome U.e and to submit th.ir obMrvaUon. at the 

n.xt cbapt.r~ Thi. chapter va. held .ith.r in 1117 or 1118; when the text 

propo.ed by S&:e~hen Harding was accepted without any alteraUon, another 

indieatioJ;l of hie araatn .... 55 

Mea.nwhil •• everal. new foundation. weI'. made, In October 1118 , 

the abbey of Clat.,-vaux .ent out 1ts fint colony to found Troia Fontalne. 

(XU • . 'ont.s)1n the dioce •• of Cbalon.-sur~Marn.. Two month. before, in 

Augu.t of th.. .... year, Steph.n Hardina wa. a1>le to found hi. fifth d.ugh-

ter-house. rreuilly. in the dioee •• of Sen.. About the same U •• Guido, 

cardinal-.archbishop of Vienne, invited the lftOnk. of Newmin.ter (CtteauK) 

into hie dioc •••• but due tio •• v.ral ob,tacle., the new abbey, Bonneval. 

"4. only .tart" on July U, lU9. A month later. NeWlllin.ter (ctteaua) . made 

another foul)dation. La Cour Dieu, in the dioc ••• of Orl~an.. In Septelllber 

~5Manriqu •• Annah. Cist .• rei.n.es I. 88-89, Gr.gorMllUer J !!r!... 
Chtercies.er ~den. 27 .. 28. . 
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1119, Pontigny founded Bouras i n t he diocese of Auxerre, and somewhat later 

Caudoin (October 20 or 28) .. On October 29th, Cla irvaux established its ,; 

second daughter-house, Fontenay . This brought t he number of abbeys founded 

by Newminster (C1teaux) or its daughter -houses up to twelve. 56 

bout the f east of the Exal tation of the Holy Cross, September 14, 

1119 , tne first plena ry general chap t er assembled at Newminster (ctteaux) . 

The abbo ts represented the following abbeys: Newminster (ctteaux), La Fert~, 

Pon t i~ny, Clairvaux, Mvrimoud, Preui11y, Trois Fontaines, La Cour Di eu, 

Bonneval and Bouras . In th i s meeting t he constitution drawn up by Stephen 

a r dins, which he called Char ter of Charity , Gharta Carttatis, was given 

final approval . The document r ece ived this name "because putting aside t he 

bur den of any money contribution, it pursued only char ity and the utility 

of soul s in things human and divine. " S7 

The Char ter of Charity. a document of about 1 ,680 words, was by 

no means intended t o suppl ant the r ule of Saint Benedict; it aimed primarily 

at brinning together. the various abbeys into a harmonious relationship with-

out, howevel', depriving the individual monasteries of their autonomous life. 

In Stephen's mind t his became necessary in view of existing departur es from 

the rule , espec1.ally manifest: in the destruction of t he independence of moo-

asteric.s. ome greate~ abbeys began to send out offshoots in the fo rm of 

daughter-houses which emained de,P.endent on the mother-abbey. 
\, . ' ~""#<iI' ~~ ';;·-

Thus, for 

56Maxrrique, loc .c it." 95-96 ; 98- 100 , L. Janauschek. Ori&10es e ist­
ercienses I, S, Gregor H~;ller , 'yom Gister cienser Orden, 28. 

5711Hoc etiam decre t um . cartam caritatiil vocar i ceusebant quia 
ei us statutum omn i a eX8ctionis gravamen propu1sans solam caritatem et ani~ 
rna rum util Hatem in divinis huruanis cxequitur . " "Char·ta eat: itatis. It Preface. 

es Monu~ents Primitifs de 18 Resle Cistercienne, ed . Guignard, 79 . --Also 
Gregol:' MUller , "Die Entstehung der Charta Char itatis, II Cisterci.enser ­
Chronik, 9 (1897), 19-24 and 57- 61. 
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example, the abbot of Cluny retained leadership of al l dependent houses . 

appointed pri.or s over them as his vicar s , who, without his sanction, had 
" 

no au thority over the monks. The Cluniac system, flour i shing in Stephen 

Harding ' s time , es t ablishe.d one scattel"ed f amily of vast s ize . St ephen , 

perceiving t he deficienc ies of this system, wisned rather to pres er ve the 

patr i ar chal character of t he individual monas teries , in accordance w1 th 

Saint Benedict ' s concept . by '~hich each 1ndividual monastery constituted 

an i ndtvidual famUY t headed by a father. t he abbot, elected for life . 

Stephen Hard ing, well aware of t he dangers of complete autonomy on the one 

hand, and t he consequences of stric t centralization (as practiced by Cluny) 

on the other , succeeded in finding t he go l den middle way. ~.fui1e recogniz~ 

ing the individual character of each monastery, he united t hese families 

int o an order. Thus he succ eedsd in eQtablishlng a vita l union be tween 

the diffe r ent monasteries without, however, sacrificing t he autonomous 

and independent system of governmen t in each . In t he wl!Jvds of St ephen 

Hard ing, "In this decl:ee the afor.esaid brethr en, in the i ntention of ob-

viat ing rup ture of mutual concord e~plained and ordered and transmitted 

to t hose t.mo come af ter , t he bond and manner; or rather the charity where-

by their. monks divide d in the body in abbeys in d.ifferent par ts of the 

world , should be indissolubly banded t ogether in t he s pi rit. uS8 

In consequence , it was dec r eed that lIa ll the abbots of our Order 

shall meet each year in General Chapter, without excuse, except if they are 

prevented by gr i evous sickness; and then they shall depute a proper repres-

50111n hoc .. . decreto predicti f r at r es mutue pac is f uturum pre­
caventes naufragi.unl: eluci daverunt et s tatuerunt . suisque pos ter is r e­
liqllerunt; quo pac t o quove modo imrno qua car i t ate monach! eorum . per 
abbacias i n divers is 1Ilundi partibus , corporibus divisi ani mis indissol.­
ubili ter congl utina renturY "Charta Caritatis, 1t Pre face. Les Monuments 
Primitifs de 18 R~gle Cistercienne, ed. Guignard, 79 . 
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enta tive . It An excepti.on 1s made also in the ease of those "'ho live in far 

distant countrie.s . "which shall be decided by the Chapter .• In the Genera l 
.. 

Cha pt er , t he abbots shall . consult upon matters t hat appertain to t he s a lva-

tiQn of souis, and shall ordain what is to be. corrected, or. Nhat carried out 

in the observance of the rulp. and the constitutions of the Order. They shall 

Uke'ilise mutually confirm each other in the bOlld of peace and charity. If 

any abbot be less zealous about the rule than he ought , or b~ too much 1n-

tent upon secular. business or be ~lorthy of censure in any way. he shall be 

charitablv r eprimanded 1n the General Chapter." In his wisdom, Stephen 

Harding i nvested the genera l chapter with the supreme authority of the order . 

He could have made himself head of the order, if he had \o1i9hed , f or h i s 

authority was unquestioned; instead, he preferred a better solution, namely 

to give the general chapter the SUpJ7eme leg is lat ive , executive and j udic i a l 

powers in ·the order . The later his tory of the order amply justified Stephen 

Harding ' s foresight. 59 

Another impor t ant means devised by Stephen in order to maintain 

unity between t he differ ent monasteries and t o strengt hen monastic discip-

line, was the ordinance t hat " t he abbot of a mother-house shall visit 

annually, ei t her in person or by one of h is co-abbots) all the filiations 

59uomnes abba tes de ordine nostro s i ngulis annis ad gene r a le 
capitul um cisterciense omni postposita occasioneconvenient: i 11is solis 
exceptis quos corporis infirmitas retinueri t . Qui tamen idoneum nuntium 
de legare debebunt : per quem necessitas remora t ionis eorurn capitulo valeat 
nunc i ari. Bt i l 11s item exceptis qui 1n r ernoc i oribus partibus habitantes 
eo termino venerint qui eia fuerit in capitulo constitutus. Quod s1 qu.i.s 
quacumque alia oecasione quandoque remanere a nostra general1capHulo 
presumpserit . s .equentis anni capitulo pro culpa veoiam petat. nee sine 
gravi animadvers ione pertranseat. In quo capit ul o de salute animarum su­
arum tractent 1n observatione sancte regule vel ordinis si quid est emend­
andum vel augend um ordinent. bonum pacis at cari tatis inter se r e£orment . 
Si quis '\Tero abbas minus in regula studiosus. vel secularibus rebus nimis 
1ntentus. ve l in aliquihus vici.osus repertus fuerit: ibi caritative cIa· 
metur." "Cha rta Carita tis , tl vi. Las Monument s Primitifs de Ie. RegIe.....£.!.!­
tercienn,e, ed . Guignard, 81- 82 . 
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of his monaster II Newminster (ctteaux) was no exc.e.ption from t his rule . 

Its a bbo t had t he right to go to any other monastery for the purpose of 
.. 

vis itation . To safeJi.uaxd the autonomy o f t he i ndividual monasteries, llQW-

ever , t he f aculties o f t he vis itor s were conside r ably limited . The Charter 

of Cha rity explicitly sta tes, li the a bbot ... in h is own monas tery will always, 

even in t he pres ence of an a t of super ior dignity , profess his own nov-

ices at t he end of their year of noviceship. " Moreover , the abbo t: of New-

minster (C1t:eaux) i s admoni shed "not to touc n anyt hing, ordai n anyt hing 

or d ispose o f any t hi ng, with r e fere nce to t he possess i onsupf t he monastery 

which he vi sits,. wi t hout t he consent o f dIe a bbot and his bL"ethr en. And 

even if he would f ind that the pr,ecepts o f t h e rule or the instit·..Itions 

f t he order were v iolated i n a monas t e ry. he should not pr oceed w:i. t hout 

6 consulting t he l oca l a bbot. tt 

Unity and uniformi in the observance 0·£ t he rule a nd i n t he 

li t urgy \Nas a fUl':ther dem.1nd of t he Char t er of Charity . '\\le wish hence-

forwa r d and command t h em to observe the Hule of Saint Bened i ct in every-

thing , as it is obse:.:ved in t he New ~1onastery . and to understand it in no 

other sense t han t ha t which our piolls fo.:efathers of c tteaux have given 

co it a nd maintained , and which we our l:lelves now understand and holcl a~ter 

their example . It As to t he liturgy> t h e Cha r ter of Chal:"ity prescl' i bes 

" t hat all our mons oteries should have t he same usages in chant ing. and t Il;! 

600n visi tations in general, the Cha r ter or Charity sta tes: "Semel 
e X' a nnum vis i tet abbas tnaiod .5 ecclesie . per se vel per al iquem de coabba­

t i hus suis : omnia cenobia que ipse fundaverit" ( c hapter v. )--ttabba s loci 
in present i a illius maiori s a bbati s: novi cioJ&s 8UOS post r e gular em pro -
ationelll benedicat . II (chapter iii.) ~ -\Hth r ega r d to t he abbot of ct teault , 

t he Charter or Cha rity preset-ibes: "abhas autem novi monas terii caveat 
ne quicquam presumat tl:acta re at ordinare . aut contil1~ere . de I: e bus Hlius 
l oci ad quem veneri t; con tra abbatis vel f ratrum voluntatem. " (chapter iii . ) 
" Charta Caritatis" in Les :Monuments Primitifs de 1,8 Regie Cistercienne , ed. 
Guignard , clJ . 
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same books f or t he divine office day and night and the celebration of the 

holy sacrifice of the Mass, as we have it in the New }1onas tery , II Then follows 
.. 

the famous and often quoted passage: "that t here ... be no discord in our daily 

act ions, but that .,. a l l live toge tner in the bond of charity under one 

rule, and in t he practice of the same observances , 1,61 

The Charter of Charity, foreseeing and providing for the case that 

a house should fall into a sta te of extreme indigence, urged the r espective 

abbots " to give notice to the General Chap ter; then all the abbots assembled, 

animated by a lively charity, shall contribute to its relief, according to 

the means with which God may have b l essed t hem." 62 

Stephen Hard ing ·s constitution r egulated a lso the ques tion of pre-

cedence incases when otore abbots came to a monastery, prescribed t he pro -

cedure to be observed at t he election of the abbot of Newminster (c t teaux) 

and of the othe r abbots . l\lade arrangements for the case that an abbot should 

resign, prove himself unworthy or. unfit for his office , t he abbot of New-

minster (ctteaux) not excepted , and provided effect ive measu4e~ fo~ each of 

61tlvolumus i 111sque precipimus ut: regulam beatt benedicti per 
omnia observant: sicutt in novo monasterio observa tur . Non alimn inducant 
sensum in lec tionem sancte regule . sed sicut antecessores nos tr1 intellex­
erunt at tenuerunt . e t nos hodie intelligimus at tenemU$: i ta et isti in­
tell i gent et teneant, •• opportunum nobis videtur et hoc etiam volumus ut 
tnQres et can tum a t ornnes libros ad horBs diurnas et nocturnas ., et ad missam 
necessarios . secundum formam merum et librorum novi c~nasterii possideant 
quatinus in act ibu5 Dostris nulla sit discordia, sed una caritate una r egula 
similibusque vivamus moribus, 1\ "Charta Car i tatis J" ii. Les Monuments 
Primitifs de 1a R~gl e Cistercienne , ed. Guignard, 80. 

62"Quod s1 aliqua ec.clesia pauperiem intollerabilem incurrerit: 
abbas i11iu8 cenobii cor am omui capitul o hane CBussm intimare s a;udeat . 
Tunc singuli abbates maximo cal"itatis igne succens i 111ius eccie!::ie penur ­
iam rebus aibi a deo collatis prout habuerint sustent ar e f estinent . " 
"Charta Caritat is. II vii , b~s Monuments Primitifs de . 1n Re gIe Cistercienn~. 
ed . Guignard. 82 . 
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these cases . 63 

St ephen Harding ' s wisdom t'eveals i.tself once. mot'e in the ordinance 
" 

expressed in the preface of the Charter of Chari t y, which made the foundation 

f any new monastery depending on the t espeetive bishop's approval o.f the 

rder's constitut i on. hus, "Father Stephen and his brethren J with a view 

to avoid all difficulties be t \veeo the bi.shop and the monks, ordained that 

no abbey should by any means be founded i n any oeese before the bishop 

should approve and confir m the decree passed between the abbey of ct teaux 

and its filiations.»64 

The idea of a general chapter iu a broader sense , understood as 

an ass embly of abbots or other superiors of monaster i es in order to provide 

for common needs, t o safeguard rel.igious di SC ip line, exis t ed some time be-

fore abbot S teph ... n Ha rding . Even t he name Capitulum Genera~ seems t o have 

been in exis tence before the Charter of Gharity . Abbot Stephen ' s meri t l ay 

in t he fact t hat he perceived the imperfec t ions of t his system . His mission 

t herefol:e was to improve t he functioning o f t he general chapter And make it 

the essential a l ementof r e ligious constitutions, not only 1n hi s own order 

but i n all r eI ig i ous cOllluunities of subsequent t i mes. In this sense, St e -

phen Harding may be called t he originator of gene ral chapter s as they exist 

631he question of precedcnca is settled in Charter of Charity, 
chapter iii . Chapter ix of t he same document r egul a t es the election of 
a bbo ts; chapt er x . pr ovides for the case of an abbot's resigna tion , and 
chapter s x i. and xii. dea l with the question of umlOrthy abbot s . "Charta 
Caritatis," iii, viii - ix, x, xi-xii . Les Honuments Pnmitifs de 18 Rbgle 
Cistercienrte , ed. GUlgnard, 30 - 84. 

64"domnus s t ephanus et fratres sui ordinaverunt ut nullo modo 
abbacie in alicllius antisti t i s cliocesi fundarentur antequam ipse decre tum 
inter c isterc iense ceno'biu!l1 at cetera ex eo nata ex.aratum ratum habere t 
at confirmatum : propter scandalum intec pon t if i c el:1 at lUonachos devi tandum." 
"Char ta Cari t a tis , lI Preface . ! es Monument s Primi tifs de 18 R~gle Cister­
sienne. ed . Guigna .cd , 
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i n all religious communities . This institution revived and strengthened 

religious life t hroughout t he universal Church, and for that reason Stephen 

Harding ranks among the greatest founders o f r eligious order s. 65 " 

As has been seen , the so- called lex Hliationls. t he system of fil -

-ill.2.!! 'flaS another important ins tittl tion de.vised by St ephet1 Harding to avoid 

deviations from r egular d:i.scipline. If an uncapable or unworthy abbot was 

eJ.ected, Saint Bened i ct sought he l p from the populace , from neighboring ab-

bots and from t he local bis hop, in acco r dance. with canonical legislation of 

his own times. The history of monastic orders, however, testified that such 

measures had frequently f atal r e sults in the course of time . Stephen Uard-

ing r eali zed this ; hence t he introduction of t he lex f i liationi~ which 

proved to be a.n extraordi nary r emedy agains t digressions from the rule . So 

t hat 4 Pater Abba~, Pater Immedia tus, (Father Abbot " Father Irt'.media te ,) may , 

consciencfously fu lf i ll his duties and i n order t o avoid any abuses connect-

ed with the office of a Father Immediate , Stephen l~~ding made the general 

c hapter the j udge and supervis ing. authority of the Father s Immediate and of 

the visitor s. I n applica tion of th is., the general chapter annually control-

led the visitors as well as t he administration of their office, Thus, Ste-

ph en t ook effective precautions against r elaxations in discipline and uni-

f ormitv of observance ; beSides, he f'reed the i ndividual monasteries from 

ndue external influences and safeguarded them against such interferences 

6S"Man kann den hI . Stephan obC!e 13edenken als den Schopfer des 
Generalkapitels ira eisenU 1chen Sinne, ,de es, in mehr oder weniger verschiede­
ner Form. sieh heute be i allen Ordensgenossenschaften findet , bezeichncn. 
Durch die Sch~p fung des Generalkapitels i m eigcntlichen Sinne i n der Form 
eine r ko llegialen obers t en Regie1:ungs - und GerichtsbehHrde hat dar h l. Ste-

Il 
phan de r En t~~icklung des Verfassungs r ech tes der religi osen Genossenschaften 
neue Ba hoen gewiesen , die I¥ege .see.bnet und da s Ordensleben Uberhaup t Ubcr 
den eigenen Orden hinaus in der ganzen Kirche neu belebt , gefestigt und 
esicher t. II Ha t thlius Quatember> "Der hI . Stephan und das Generalkap1 tel, " 

C' stercienser - Chronik, 46{l934), 270. . .- . ~-- .. - . ~ 
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i n the future. The author of such ideas may truly be called all organizat ion-

al genius. 66 .. ,; 
It cer tainly required a great amount of courage to petition the 

head of the Church for t ho appr ova l of a document , t he Char t er of Charity . 

which never men t ions th e Pore. Still , papal sanction became impera tive. 

Stephen Har ding was fortunate enough , for Pope Callixtus II , the former arch-

bishop of Vienne, was a friend of his, visited C1tcaux on a previous oecas -

ion and favored t he monastery ' s r e fo rm movement. I n all probability Stephen 

went personally to the Pope. This meant no j ourney t o Rome , for in December 

1119 the Pope was still in France and held hi s court at the small town of 

Sauli.eu , not far from Newminster (c t teaux). Besides t he Charter of Charit.r, 

Stephen presented the Pope with another i mpor tant document: the writ t en ac-

count of the foundation and of the firs t years of Nel-llllinster (c tteaux), corn-

moniy called ~xord1.um Cisterciensis Coenobii, or s imply Exordium Parvurn 

There is a certa in connection between the Cha r te'r ~_Charity and the Exordium 

Parvum ; t he latter took the form of a histor ical introduction. 6 

The Pop~ approved t he Charter of Chari t y at Saul i eu on December 

23, 1119. By t his t he Charter of Charitl' automatically became a l aw. At 

t he same time pa pal appl:obation of the constitution implied also the recog-

nition of the reform monasteries as a new order . Before 1119 there was only 

a group of Benedictine monaster i es f ollowing a s pecial way of l ife according 

to t heir i nterpr etations of Saint Benedict' s rule . Pope Calli~tus II's 

66Matth~us Quatember, "Der h1 . Stephan unci das General kapite l .1l 

fiaterc i Elllser -ChrQnik , 46(l934} , 270. ··Se e also )(ar 1 Kreh , "Die Ca r.ta 
Cllrit~t:1S des he iligen t. tephan und die Filiati(m," Cistercienser - Chronik , 
46 (1934), ?.''I t-208, 246-25.3 and. 4"1(1935), 33-43. 

II 
Gr eBor Huller , Vom Cistercienser Qrden, 3D, "Aus den letzten 

Lebens jahren des hI. Ster hatl , Abtes von C1teaux (1120-1134), " Cisterc i enser­
ChrQu1k, 46(1934), 2-3 and IIDas Exordium f'arvum," Cistercienser-Chronik, 
9'(1897), 311-315 J 341 - 350 and 371-378 b~ t he same aut hor. .. 
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approbation united t hese monasteries into an independent order. In the bull 

of appr obation, called Ad hoc after its initial words, the Pope praised tbe 

ork undertaken by t he monks of Ne\l1minster (ctteaux) and promised them hiS 

pro tection. I n virtue of his apos to l ic power s he gladl y approved the ordin -

ances and the const itution and ordered tr.at thev should be in vigor for-

ever, Should any ecclesiastic or lay person at t to di src2ard this papal 

approba t i on , be would eo ipso, au tomatically, be excommunica ted until he 

made emendation . oS 

e general chap ter neld in 112') saw thi rteen abbots assembled 

at ctteaux, t hree more t ha n in t he previous year, since the foundation of 

audo i o , Fontenay and Bellevaux (March 22, 1120) occurred after t he chapter 

of 1119. ndoubtedl Y , t he fir s t item of t his chapter was t he study of Pope 

.68The pa pal bull of appr obation has che following text: "Calixtus, 
Episcopus , servus servorum Dei, carissimis in Christo filiis Stephano. ven­
erabil i Cis terc i ensis rr~nasterii Abbatl, & e jus frat1:ibus: salutem & apos­
tolicam benedictionem . AD HOC in Apostolicae Sadis regimen, Domino <lispon­
ente, promoti cunspicimur, ut ipso praests nt e r el igionem augere, & quae 
r ec te atque ad salutern an ima rum statuta sun t, nostri debeamus auc t ori tate 
ffici i s tabil lre. Idc lrco, fi 11i in Christo carissimi, pctitionis vest rae 

carita.te debita impertimur assensum, & r e ligioni vestrae paterno congrat­
ul antes affectu, Dei operi quod c.oepist is manum nostr ae confirmationis 
a pponilllus, Siquidem consen~u (,. deliber at ione communi Abba t um & [catrum 
m01l3steriorum vestrorum, ex Episcoporum in quorum parochiis eadem m,'masteria 
continentur, quaedam de observatione Regulae beati l:lenedicti, & de a liis 
nonn\111is quae Ordini vestro 8.: loco necessaria videbantur capitula statuistis. 
Quae nimirum ad ma j orem monaster ii. quie ter.1 & r e Hgi onis obser vantiam auctor ­
i t ate Sedis Apos tol i cae pe titis confirmar i. Nos e rgo vestro i n Domino pro­
fectui congaudentes, capitula ilta &. cons titutionero BuctorJ.tate apostolica 
confirmamus, & omn i a in perpetuum ;:ata remanere decernimus. Illud nominatim 

r.mimodis prohibentes, ne Abbatum aliquis monacho5 vestros sine regulari 
commendat ione suscipiat. Si qua tgitur ecclesiastica saecular i sve persona 
nostrae COLl fi.cruationi huic &. cons titutioni vestrae teneritate aliqua obv i are 
praesumpseri t , tamtluarn religi,oni.s at quietis monasticae pc rtur batr ix, auct­
or Ha t e bea t oi:um P"' t r.i &. Pauli & nost r a, donee sa t isfaciat, excollU'<lunicationis 
ladio I': or : a i::ur . Qui vero conservator ell ti ter1t, omnipotent i s Dei & Apostol ­

orum e jtls l;enedic t i onelO &. 6;:at i am consequatul' . ln tenlicimus autem ne quis 
conver sos l a l cQI;, vel pr ofessos vcstl'OS ad habitandum susc iplat. Ego Calix­

us catholicae Eccles":'ac Eplscopus confirru3vi &. subGcripsi , Datum Sedeloci 
cr manum Grisogoni sanctae Romanae Ecclesiae Diaconi Card i nalis & Bibli­

othecarii, X Kal. Januarl.i . I nd:i.c:t i one XIII, Incarn.ationis dom:i.nicse anna 
MCXIX . pontificatu8 autem Domini Calixti II Papae anno 1." Nomasticon Cis­
terc i cnsa , ed. Hugo ~~ jalQn (30iesmis. 1892). 73- 74. 
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Callixtus II ' s bull of approbation and also of the Charter o f Charity . The 

abbots then devoted most of t heir time to two o t her items . The first of t hem 

wa s rep,a r ding t he monastic habit . Accord ing t o t he r u l e o f Saint Benedict; 

t h(~ monks shou l d not preoccupy t hemse l ves with the materia l and t he color of 

thei ~' monas ti b it, but either follo,,, loca l customs or do l4hat economy 

counsel s. It \>111 1 therefore surprise no one t hat t he abbo t s assemb led at 

ctte a ux I.or e d ifferen t garment s . Thi s may be explained by the different 

qual ity and color o f t h e wool from wille h the menlo.s 'made t heir habits. For 

at t h e time i t was f o r b idden to c hange the color of t he wool . Thus it hap-

pened t hat the materi.a l of t he monastic hab~t l'078S interwoven with white, 

b lack and brown .,001 . oon, however , t he white co l or gained pr eference. 

and at t he chap t er o f 1120 j. t was r ecommended to everybody . 69 

The other item regarded t he institution of lavbrothers . As has 

69''01eser Uechse l voll zog sieh nich t a uf einnal, sondern oneh 
u lld TIsch . 1m Generalkap i tel von 1120 wurde er aber a llgemein anbefohlen . " 

" . Gr egor Muller , "Aus den letzten Lebens j ahren des hI. s tephan Abtes von 
CtteaLlX (1120 -11J4) . " Cistcr cicnser-Chronik , 46 (1934) . 5 . --One of Peter 
t he Venerable ' s l etter s , ' wr it t en before 1124 , expressing critieislIl of the 

" Cis tercians ' white habit , seems t o s ubstantiate Gre gor Muller ' s asser t i ons: 
"Et vos SZlllcci , vos s1ngu lares , vos in universo o r be ve r e monneh i , a l iis 
OTi1n 1b1l 6 fal sis a t perditis secundum nominis i n terpr etat i onem , solon vos 
i n ter ornnas consti t u iti s , unde et ha b it llm inso lit i colo ris praetendl tis, 

t ad dis t inc t ionem c unctorum f er e mundi monacho1.' ulU, inter 01g1.'os vos cand­
i dos os t e nta t is . Et cer te haec vestium nigr ado, antiqu itus humilitatis 
causa a Pa tr ibus i nventa, cum & vobis r e j ic i t ur , melior es vos i psis cand ­
OI' em inusi ta t um praeferendo judicatis . De ma gno t a me n i11a at admirabili, 
ve r eque monacho Martino non l eg i tur , quod albo at cur to, sed quod nigro 
e t pendulv pall 10 processe t'i t . lnde quoque at Regu l am, cu j us defenso1.'es 
magi s quam obsel.'vatores v i deri vul ti a , valde t r ansgredimini: qua jubente 
d i d i c i st i s , \~t de ve s tium c o l or.e a u t 61.'058 i t udine non csusentur monachi. 
Cu i l.lS man i fes t i s a imi pr.ae,·aricato r es esse convincimi n i , qu i co l orem humil·· 
t t a t i e t de J e c tioni ma g i s c ompetentem a bjic i t is , e t l li um quo etiam i n 
s cripturi s gaud i um e t s o lemnitas f i guratur (Act . 1.) album scilicet, cont~a 
.Jar" d i cta Regulae rr.andatn a s s umit i a. Cumque in vall e lac rymarum posit o s , 
quibus p l:a~cipi tur, \I t s emper lllctui , n unquam la.etitiae i ntendant , deceant 
'Testirr.enta luc tum et poenitentiClm designan t ia , vas econ t ra in miseri is 
fcl ic ita t em, i n moerore gaud t um , in lucttl l aet i t i am , vest ium candor e 
.ons t1:al,:i9 . " " Petri 'Jem,rabilis Opcr~ Omnia, Epis tola XXVIII. " Pa tro,logia 
Le t i..~, cd . J . P. H.igne ( Par i sii.s, 1890), tom . 189 , cols , 116- 117 . 
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been aaid. the White Monks accepted laymen into t heir monasteries who be-

came equal to t hem.) except tnf:\t t hey ware not tlIOuka. 13y ehe time of the,:' 

chapter of 1120; there was 11 great number of S Uell l a.fbrothers in t he mouas-

ter t es, 80 the necessity was f el t to defi ne more clearly t he distinction 

tween monks and la~ broth~rs . It ' ''8S therefore dec i ded that each abbey 

should nave a separate ref dormitoLY, . infirn.a and audi torium for 

the laybrotbl!rs. The brother s were not ~upposed. to communi cate with the 

monks. not even {men ' 110cking together at the sallle plaGe. A special plac.e 

'as assigned to t hem also i n t he orato They could not enter e regular 

p14ces , e.g . the cha ptet; r oom. Thus t.ne monasteries consi sted of t'Y1Q com-

rnuuities, but in spite of t his d is t inction t he 're existed onlY one monastic 

fami 'J 

The gene.ral .chapter of 11 24 dea lt with l;he casa of the abbot 0 

or 1.4X>nO w after f ound i nz the monas t ery of I;;amp i.n t he d i ocese o f Co lof(ne 

and i nspired by a. f a lse z~al, le f t his w.vllastery '>lith sever al of h is beat 

monas and 'Yrent SOUt.htiftl1:d . t o ru..'lke a new founda tion in Palestina , as i t was 

rUtroO r i>-.1 . il tl1!s happeneli withou t t he lmowl ed or permi ss i on of Stephen 

~rdj.nr', Arnold I s Father Immed i a te . and without t he approva l of t he sttmera1 

cr . 'rna chapt er, t h¢refore. pronounced t he sentence of excommunication 

against t he abbot and his follower s . i n str i ct application of t.he Cha r ter 

of Charit .• • rnold \Nas dept'ivecl of his ", fUca and Walter. t.he prd:ol of 

Clai rV4l,.1X. appointed abbo t of Nori:nonl'i, of course on St ephen Harding 's re-

70cregor M~l1er , "AUG den letzten Lebens jahren des hi. Stephan , 
Ab tes von c t teaux (112'3 - 1134) , I t Ct&ter den.scr - Chronil<., 46 (J,934) I 6-8 ~­

See a1s~ Edmond Sharpe . The Architec ture (If the Cistercians (LondoIl , 1875) 
''Domus Conve r so rtlm . U - ----' I -
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commendation. A few months later Arnold died, on January 3rd, ll2S . 71 

In 1125 Abbot Stephen visited the monastery of Saint Vaast at 
" 

Arras in Flande r s. The monks were gratified and over j oyed b tephen 's 

v isit as t he y cons idt1!;:ed him a "truly r eli/i, i ous manll and they established 

an associat i on o f a yers with him. On t hi s occas ion Stephen asked the 

monk Gisber t to ma ke him a copy of Saint Jerome ' s commentary on t he Prophet 

Je~emia s. Gis bert , g ladly complying , copied t he book (326x217mnl), and for 

t hi s Stephen made h im r ec ipient of many spir itual favors. Folio 3 des -

c r ibes the circumstances of Stephen's visit . On fol i o 104 we find a large 

miniature painting (230xl40 rom) which represent s the particular histor y of 

the manuscrip t . The Blessed Virgin, crowned and holding El book in her hand. 

is 011 an altar, with t he abbot of Arras on t he right and the abbot of C,i t-

eaux on the lef t , each holding a model of"'11is chur~t, while t he scri~e , 

kneeling and i nclined toward Stephen , hc l ds ou t an open copy of his work . 

This richly decor ated manuscript has thus the earl i es t known portra it of 

abbo t Stephen , perha ps the only por t r ait made during hi s lifetime . Unfort-

unately, t he f acial traits are only ske tchy, i ndicat ing that the art i st had 

no intention of exact por trayal . The manuscr ip t, consis ting of 158 fo lios, 

i s now at D1joo., 2 

------------------------~--------

lSa int Be rnard ' s statement "Juxta omnium a bbat um l1ost torum senten­
t iaro" certain ly refers to dec 1s ions t a ken in gener al chaptel' . "Epistola vii. " 
Patroloi!jia Latina , ed . J. P. Higne (Parisiis, 18(2), tom. 1($2 , col. 105 . 
--See also Manr ique , Anna les Cisterc i enses, I , 160- 162 and Archdale King, 
c t t eaux and Her El der Da,ughtere, 33 

2Ms .130 at t he t1unicipa l I.ibra ry of Di j on. On fo11.o 103 we r ead : 
" :Ssnedicta gl oria Domini de loco suo, qui per present i am demn! a bbat i s Ste­
phani Cisterc1ens i s , vere r el igiosi vi ri, Atrehatenses f ratres nO bil is 
cenobii Beat i Vedast i api.scopi quondam visitavi t et visitando ill consor tium 
mutue frate rn itat i s coniunxi t et coniungendo va lde ob t am <llUabile bene ficium 
in Domino exhila r avit . Idem ve.ro rnemor abil is abbas f r a tr em Ois be r tum a 
pueritia e iusdem congrega tionis nut r itum, ut hunc sibi scriberet librum, 
devote expetii t , qU i patexne obtemp.erans petitioni devot i ss ime hoc i niunctum 
opus, Domino roanum e ius r egente , s ic complevit, omnium benefic i orum Cis ter -
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As t ime went on, the new order and t he Cistercian general chapter 

increased in faroe, c ommanding the r espect of all. This is proven b the fact .. 
t hat in 11 29 t he archb ishop of Sens , Henry, and Stephen, bishop of Paris, 

cane to t ne cha~ter and asked for t he ucdel.,ls mediation in their dispute with 

t he King of Fl:ance , These bishops, and al s o t he famous a boot Suget· , feuda l 

lords l'other t han shepnerds of souls , We:re won ove::: b e;:na r d of Clairvaux 

to a more eccl esias t i cal l ife and thus contracted tne an~er King Louis 

t he Fat. Now they i mplored t he c hapter t o he lp t h, to sett l e their differ-

ertccs 14ith t he King . The general chapter agreed and addressed letter s to 

Pope Honor ius I I, and to t he papal chance l lor , HaimerLc , on the bishops' be-

ha lf. It: a l so sent a le tter, supposedly composed by Bernard o f Cla i rvaus , 

to the. French Kin g , The l e tter speaks in r esolut f; a 'od even bol d terms. a 

sign of the order's i nc r eas i ng s t r ength a nd reputat ion . 73 

Af t er t he death of Pope Honorius II in 1130 , t wo Pope s were elec t~ 

ed; one called himself Innocen t II , t he o t her Ana c letti s I I. Tlie doub le eleet-

ion brought a bout a sch i s m within t he Church. Innocen t II wen t soon a f t er 

his elect ion to France where the counc il o f Etampes , largely t hrough t he ef-

orts of Bernard of Clairvaux , eckno¥11edged him a s the t rue Pope . The 

ope ' s sojo~rn in France had i mpor tant cousequences fo he Cistercians. Ste-

ph/l. n Ha r d ing , tab . va ntage of t he Pope 's presence, s ent Dernard of Clai r-

vaus: to him i n order to make some petit ions . ~ is we learn frum t he Pope 's 

hull Hab.ita •. ~ ~ ~ _" _~ ... ~ ~ issued in t he abbey of Cluny on Februar y la, 

c i ensis eccles ie ab eodem .:tbbaLc coneetosa ar tici:Jat ione." - - Sec also 
Saint Be-.:ns rd ' s "Ep is tola v . ," FacroloGie r..atina , t om . 182, col. 
rique, Annales Ci sten ;: i en ses I, 16~ and Ti burt ius H~mpfner, "Di 
hi . Stephan Harding,~ Cistercienser-Chronik, 46 (1934), 139 . 

09, !1au­
Btbel des 

73S t atIJta CSEitulorum Genera lium Ordinis Ciste.L"c.iem;is ab Anno 
1116 ad Annum ill,§. , vol. I (Louva iu , 1933), 5-7. Al s o Man-r lqde, Annales 
Cis terc i enses 1 , 192- 194, and Gregor MUller, Vum Cistercicnser Orden , 38 . 
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1132. In it t he Pope, gratefu l for the order ' s services , approved all the 

poa sessiOll of C1teaux and even t hose i t would receive in the future . As a 
,; 

fur t her sign of his favor he exemp t ed the Cister c i an abbots from t he obliga-

tion of oartic ipating i n d iocesan s ynods, exec n questions concerning the 

CatholiC fai t h : "because where t he Spirit of e Lord i s , there is l ibe rty, 

t ha t ve may be able wi t h t oe gr ea te r freedom t o follow ou t the service of 

God , and uith the c lear v i s ion of t he soul to dwell at peace in contempla -

t ion, W~ for b id t hat a ny bishop or a r chbishop should compe l t hee , or thy 

successors, or any abbo t of t he Cis tercian order, to come to a cotlncil or 

s Ynod , save on account o f the f a i t h." The Pope also gave the a bbey o f ett-

caUl( t he pr i vilege to c hoose i ts superi.or from any a bbey of t he or der and 

issued r egulat i ons f or t he case t hat o t her a bbeys woul d e lect a n a bbot f rom 

ano t her monastery . Furthermore the .t'ope ord.ered t ha t a laybrother, af t er 

r onouncing his vows cou ld not be accepted and kept by any bi shop or abbot 

wi t hou t t he consent of t he C1sterc1ans . The conclud i ng ~1Ords of t he bull 

contain a very important provis ion : a conc ess iOn by whic h t he Pope freed 

t he Ci s ter c i ans, who, as it was e xposed, r enounced all t ith;a5 from the be-

gi nning bu t pa id t heir taxes like all other menasteries , f rom pa ying tithes 

::m thelr own property or o ther fields t hey cult1vate(\ at their own expense 

74 as well as o n tb~ir anin~ls. 

Around t he year 1131 abbot St ephen addressed a le tter to abbot 

Th ur s t an and t he o t her monks 0 f Sherborne, the monastery \.,rher e he spent 

s everal year s in bis you t h. Itbouab t he contents of this le t t er a bu t 

litt!:! t o the facts al r eady known abou t Stephen Ha r ding , it 1. S stHl wor t h-

..,n ile t ancion H, for 1n it we find some t r aits o f the abbot's inner life, 

- 4gatrologia ,La tina , tom. 179 , co l. 122 . Also Ma nrique , Annales 
=rci~L.h 233- 234 . 
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such 4S grateful r emembrance and fatherly love , This love prompts Stephen, 

8 Por oachinlt, t he end of his eal'thlv J ourney, t o exho r t h is a.ddressees to r e -

r.win stead f <l st i n t he prnc tice of monastic: v i r t ues , for i n that ca s e God 

d.ll r ewa rd t hem as He r ewarded him ( Stephen), who, once poor and alone , 

ha s noVl many c ompan i ons and conf1.d ent l ; a waits the call of 75 
i t; Haster . 

In t he year 113 2 or 11 33 abbo t S t eph en iu t rod.tced the Cisterclan 

,: 

observa.nce i n t o t he co nven t of TaI·t, some cig mile s north-east of C1 teaux, 

wllic h t hus became t he fi rst Cister c ian c onvent . ' Tar t , f (JUnded in 1125 by 

enec. i c t ine nuns of JuH l v- l es - Nonua':'s , came soon under the jurisdtc tion 

£ l esme. In their des l t o follow the lwl e o f Saint Benedict more 

stric t l y, the nuns o f Ta r t gradually a, ,;c us tomed t hemselves t o the li fe of 

l teaux, so t ha t by 1132 t he convent could be ca l l ed Cis t ercian i n obser-

va nc e. Abbo t Stephe)1 encouraged t he nuns in their endeavor , as it :l,s r e-

lated ; howeve r , he proceeded on his own ini t i ative and wa s not commis s ioned 

bv t he genera l c nap ter . For, a t fir st t he order did no t ac cept t he care 

j .)The text of t he let ter r eads: lOT. uenerablli abba ti sc i re­
burnie. e t Congregacion 1. s i bi a dec commissa. fr8ter 3 t ephanus c i ster ­
ciensis Ecclesie se r VU$. chris tum cum d ilecc i one timere. e t cum timore 
dHit;ere , Epulare off i t ium est alJ.oqui absentes quase presentas. e t 
c on i ungere per ca r itatis contubernium . quos interualla locor um a b inuicem 
sec l udun t . Unde quia o s nos trum at ea r n nos tra est i s . commoneo tiOs . ut rna 
paucn sc riben tem patien ter paululum suffera t is . Ego monachus uea t er fu i . 
e t in baculo meo (narc transiul . ut i n me omnium uestr um minimo . nullius 
moment i ap·..td uoa . dominus d i ul tias miser i cordia s ue demonst r aret . at u C)5 

a d emul andum me p.o uoca r et. Uas enim llaCUUIll ue lu t uiUU$ fons s icut ',loluit 
i m?leui t . ut vas qu i meliores sanc t i ssima pa rentel a eratis. r eligionem 
fort: iter te ner e . e t de domino presumer e audere t i s . Nunc cu im qui so l us 
de terra mea et pauper egressuB s um: diues et cum )I.L t urbis 11iam uniue r se 
c a rn t s la t us i.ngrecl i or . secur 'Js expectans dena r lul11 I.)perariis fid e liter in 
u i nea la.boran t i bus repr omissum . Unde ue s tram COhoL· .:or d i leccion em . ut 
b,:m.am famam que de uobis ad nos usque ma nau it . profec t J ui r.tutum applicare 
sata gat is . ut de bono in melius profi c ientes. etc uere religioni f i rmi ter 
i nherentea . cast ita t ern . humi li ta t em. s tu.diis pa rsim0nie cum car itate i o­
ser uientes . cor de et cor pore usque ad mortem tenere non des i statis. ut 
deum deorum uidere mer eami ni amen . " Pugh Tal bo t , " An Unpublished Let ter 
o f St . Stephen ," Collec t a nea Ord i n i s Cis t erclensium l-tefo rma tcrtr01, 3(1936), 

3- 69 . Tne English t ra rl~ lation o f t he l et t er i s found i n Appendix I V, 
page 89. 



Bnd spiri tual gu idance of nuns; soon, however, it modified its attitude, 

and thus Tart retains the honor of having becn t he first community of 

Ci ster cian nuns . 76 

At ehe gene ral c ha pter ot 11. 33 an i mportant event took place . 

According t lI~he b lessed fa t her , Stephen, llaving 

59 . 

.. 

man!.lfully administered t tHl offIce entrusted to him, accor ding t o t he true 

attern of humil ity g iven us by Our L01:d Jes us Chr i st, worn out with old 

age and so dims i gh ted that: he could ha r dly see , wiShed to lav down hls 

pastor al charge t hat he migh t consecrate the remainder o f his days to God 

and his own soul exclus ive l y, i n t he sweetness of divine contemplation . " 

The assembly of abbots accep ted the res ignat i on onl y wi t h greatest r eluct-

ance, and t hen urged abbot Stephen to designate his successor. Th is the 

latter dec l i ned t o do, preferring an e lec tion by vot i ng . Thus it happened 

t hat Guido J second al>bot of 'rr ois Fontaines , became S tepl,en Harding ' s suc -

cessor . Soon, hO";.Jever. it became obvious t hat Guido \Vas unfit for his o f-

ice; so t he general chap ter deposed t he uml<J r ttry al.>bo t in 1134 Bnd elected 

~,ainard (Rai.nald) in his place , a man \~o 'thv t o succeed t he und i ng fa t hers 

of Citeaux . 77 

----------------
Ulle~ , 
(Dub 

._ ... _________ .. ____ 1.·den,3 7-3U, Ailbe J. Luddy , 

~ecundu 

(AI bene ~-lulf) fompendium 

- 7 .. CUUi autelu ;' eatlols Pater SC;ll phanU 5 officium s ih i co mmi ssum 
eram humilita t is UOlnini nostri Jesu Chr i sti Regu lam str enu 

dministrasset , 10n~ 

videre non potest, eu 
nfectus sen lD, ita u 

am pastoralem depos uit, 
li j areut veul! eJus. at 

soli Deo et sibi per saerae 
us 

Jana u(;cnek , Grebor 
falseness of t his asser ti 
Abschll.lss des Stc1)hans-Ju 

esidcrans ." 
col. l <l lJ . 

1e 
ecognl zed Butl10 C 

ana t he C ... ste~·c lan J:lr c 
l . ~- ~ce also Kassian 
~ . '1 11 11aums, 

~iii . 

li s 



60 . 

After t h is sad a nd unfor tunate event Stephen Harding 's ear t h l y 

life came slowly to its end. According to t he Exordium Ma8nu~, when about 

to breathe his last . Stephen Harding overheard t he monks a r ound him speak ':' 

log o f his virtuous life a nd o f the confidence with which he cou l d appear 

before his Judge t el rende r an account o f his life. But tile -ly ing abbo t 

felt differe n tl y: "What i.5 this you a re saying '? Le t me tel! you i n all 

sincer~ity t hat 1 go before my God as full o f fea r and such diffidence as 

• 
if I had never performed a singl e good act1.on . lJhatever good has heell done 

through me , and whatever fruit has rewarded my labors , is all due t o His 

helping grace; and I tremble t o t hink t hat through my pride and unwor t hi-

ness that grace ha s been r endered less f r uitful." The great a bbot died on 

Ma rch 28, 1134 , leaving more than 75 a bbeys beh ind h im. He was buried in 

the cloister of c tteaux , at the entrance t o the chur ch . 7S 

.Af ter t he suppression of t he r.eli giol~s order.s by t he Fre nch 

Revolution , the body of Saint Stephen I.as t r ansferred t o Di jon and h idden . 

Thi s we learn f~om a letter l,>r itten by a bbo t Se b.:lst i an Steinegger of 

Wettingen , Switzer land , dated December 13 , 1?91. Unfo r t·.ma tely , t he body 

has never s ince been r ecov e r ed . 79 

The death of a bbo t Stephen caused un iversa l grlef i n the Ci ster -

78 rrQuid est quod loqu i min i ? In v er1.tate dico vob is quia sicut: 
t Eep idus e t sollic i. t \ls a d PeuID vado, quasi qu i nunquam a llqui d bon i 
f ecer im. Nam e t s i boni aliquiu in me .cui t, ve l si fr~.:tus a l iqu i s per 
1'8rvitatem mearn proventre. po tuit cooperant e gLa t ia Dei , tinea valde et 
contremisco ne f o r te minus digne, minusve. humil iter e.amdel(l cJra tl.sm llpud 
nle detinuerim . " ~'Exordium Hagnu!:1. " i , xxiii . Patro losia Latina , tam . 185 
bis , col . 1019. Ma nrique, Annales Cister cienses 1 , 269-271. --According to 
Acta Sanctorum.!'pr i lis Tomus Se cundus ( Patisiis et r;,ol"'1£!e , 1866), 498, the 
inscr ipL.on o f t he e r l.pt r ead; "Sane ti e t venerabl.les Pa tras, Aoon tes 
monaste rii et Ordinis Gisterc i ens i s fundatores e t amplific ato1:es, hie s imul 
r econdi ti .. sun t . D. Al hericus , D. ;:,tepha nu s .. , quorum felice:; an ima e. omn i -

pot enti Deo viventes , nos tri sempE:r memores exis tant. " 

·· 9Archdal e K0g, C1teaux and Her_Elder Daughters , 21. 
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clan order. Like his two predecessors, Stephen Harding was invoked as a 

saint as soon a8 he died and as time went on, the veneration of Stephen 

steadily increased . he,thar or not he was formall y canonized by the " 

Church is s t ill an undecided question . \dvoca tes of Stephen's formal 

canonization po int to the t act t ha t $·tephen's name was insterted into 

the Koman Mar ty~olo~X' This , however, i s no sufficient proof and, be-

sides, no other reliable documantary eVidence supports t he assertion. Thete -

fore, as in so many ca,s c s . we anQul d ra t her speak of what canOllists eall 

~nizatio aeguipoll ens, equi va l ent canonization, a modif i ed c.-monical 

process in the absence of suffi cient cont emporary doc uments, by which th(t 

Church enrolled a large number of men auG wemen of past centuries among har 

saints. on condit ion that t beir heroic virtues and miracles are related by 

reliable his torians, that t ney were tbe ob ject of ' veneration fro\ll a remote 

period and r lastly , t hat t he fame of t heir miraculous intercessi¢m is not 

interrupted. oO 

Harding 
t1am:iq 

.. 

8UAlexis Presse, "Notes sur I e Culte Liturgique Rendu a S , Etienne 
da ns l ' Ordre de Clteauy.,11 £~.!:ercienser-ChJ:on:i,}~, [16(1934) l0 5~l08. 

, ~\nnales ~istercienses f, 271 
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" 

APPENDIX I 

THE fIORD IUM fARVUM* 

Preamble to the Beginning of the COllllllunity of C'tteaux,.-WeCister-

cians, the original founders of this community, make known to our successors 

t hrough this present writing by what canonical procedure, under what author-

ity and by which persons as well aft ·"hat time the community and their man-

ner of living had its beginning . Arter the pubHcatlonof this matter 

which has been written with Sincere truthfulness may they love more tenac-

iously the place as well 8S the observance of t he Holy Rule, which, with 

God ' s grace , we our selves have somehow begun therein ; and may they pray 

for us who have suffered indefatigably the burden and the heat of the day, 

and may they labor on the straight and narrow way prescribed by the Rule 

until t he exaltation of t he.!r souls, so that af ter the burden of the flesh 

has been sloughed off. t hey may happily pause Ln eternal lreat. 

1. The Commencement of t he C()!IlItlunity of ctteaux.--In t he year 

1098 of the Incarnation of our Lord, Robert of blessed memory, the first 

abbot of the commun:Lty of ll'1olesme. in the diocese of Langres, and certain 

of t he br ethren from the same community appeared before the venerable Hugh , 

then Legate of the Apostolic See and Archbishop of t he Church of Lyons . Be-

fore him they promised to arrange their life in the observance of the Holy 

*Translated by Robert E. Larkin, M.A •• and published in Louis 
J. Lekai, The White Monks (Okauchee, 1953), 251 - 266. The translation 
follotvs the critical edition of t he LaUn original published by Phil i ppe 
Guignard, in his collection Les Monum.ents Primitifs de 14 R~gle Cistercienne 
(Di jon, 1878), 61 - 74 . 
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Rule of Father Benedict, and begged t herefore ferventl y t hat he give them 

his support. as well as t he strength of t he Apostolic a ut hority for t he un-

" hindered r ealization of t his intention . The Legate gladly espoused t heir 

wish and laid down t he foundations of t heir beginning with t he following 

letter. 

i i. Letter of the Legate Hugh. --Hugh , Archbishop of Lyons and 

Legate of the Apostolic See, to Robert , Abbot of Molesme, and to the bre-

t hren who together wi th him desire to serve God accord ing to t he Rule of 

Saint Benedict. Be it known to all t hose who rejoice i n the advancement 

of our Holy Mother t he Church that you and some of your sons, brethren of 

t he community of Molesme, appeared before us at Lyons and pledged yourselves 

to follow from now on more str ictly and more perfectly t he Rule of the Most 

Holy Benedict, which so far in t hat monastery you have observed poorly and 

neglectfully . Since i t has been proven t hat because of many h indering cir-

cumstances you could not accomplish your aim m the aforementioned place, 

we--keeping in view t he spiritual welfare of both parties, namely of the 

departing and of t he r emaining--consider that it would be expedient fo r you 

to retir e to another place which t he Divine Munificence will point out to 

you, and t here serve t he Lord undisturbedly in a more wholesome manner . 

Therefor e. to you who presented yourselvesl Abbot Rober t . and the brethren 

Alberic, Odo, John, Stephen, Letald and Peter a8 well as others who properly 

and by unanimous consent have decided to j oin you, we advise and commend to 

per severe in this holy endeavor which we, through the impression of our 

seal corroborate forever by the Apostolic authority. 

Hi. About the Departure of the Cistercian Monks from Molesme 

and about t heir Arrival at ctteaux as well as about the Monastery which 

t hey Commenced .--Supported by such an imposing authority, t he above named 
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Abbot and h~8 followers r ecturned to Molesme and there they chose from the 

monastic community a s their companions bret hren devoted' to t he Rule , so 

t hat t hose who had 'spoken be,fore the Legate i n Lyons and those who wex'e 

chosen from t he community, amounted to twenty·sme monks . ' Surrou.nded by 

.. 

such a following they happily started on t heir way t o the hermitage which 

was named ctteaux . This area, situated in the diocese of Chalon. was in­

habited only by wild animals, since i t was a wilderness of dense woods and 

thorny t hickets. impenetrable for humans. ' Here then came the men of God 

and t he more t hey discovered it to be despised and unapproachable by woUd­

ly men the more t hey found this place suited. for t he ir religious life as 

they had fi rst intended and for which r eason t hey had come here. After 

they had cut down t he woods and r emoved the dense thorny thi..ckets. they 

began to build a monastery t here under t he approval of t he Bis hop of Chalon 

and with the permission of the landlord, These men, while still living in 

Molesme and inspired by divine grace often spoke, complained and lamented 

among t hemselves over the transgression of the Rule of St. Benedi c t , the 

Father of Monks. They realized t hat t hey themselves and t he other monks 

had not at all observed it , even t hough t hey had promised by solemn vow 

to follow the lule. That was t he reaeon, as we mentioned above . why t hey 

came into thi s solitude by t he author ity of the Legate of t he Apostolic See. 

namely t o fulfill t heir vows through t he observation of the hol y Rule. Lo r d 

Odo, the duke of Burgundy, pleased with their holy fervor , and having been 

r equested in a letter by t he a~0rementioned Legate of t he holy Roman Church, 

completed with his own means t he wooden monastery ~hich tpey had begun . and 

prov i ded them t here abundantly for a long time with every necessity. \V'ith 

l and as well as with live-stoci~. 

iv . How that Place Rose to an Abbey.';'-At t he same time, t he Abbot 
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who had come here, upon the command of the above ment ioned Legate received 

~ 
from the Bishop of t he diocese the shepher~s staff together with the charge 

" of t he monks, and made the brethren, who had come 'with him. to affirm in the 

proper manner their stabil ity at t he same place . Thus that growing monastery, 

t hrough Apostolic2ut hor ity, rose canoni.cally to an abbey . 

v. How those from Molesme Annoyed t he Pope in t he Matter of Abbot 

Robert 's Re turn.--Shortly afterwards, t he monks of Molesme with t he consent 

of their Abbot, Lord Godfrey, the successor of RObert, went to Rome to Pope 

Urban. They began to demand t hat t he often cited Robert be reins.tated in 

his former position. Moved to yield by their importunacy , the Pope order ed 

the Legate , namely t he venerable Hugh , tha t the same Abbot, if it cou.1d be 

done, should return and the monks who loved t he hermitage might stay t here 

in peace. 

vi . Letter of t he Pope regarding t he Return of the Abbot .--Urban , 

Bishop, Servant of t he Servants of God, to t he venerable bro ther and fellow-

bishop Hugh, Vicar of the Apostolic See, greeting and Apostolic blessing. 

We have heard in council the great clamor of the brethren of ~lolesme who 

vehemently demanded the return of their Abbot . N~ly, t hey have said that 

t he regular life in t heir monastery has declined and that they have become 

hated by t he princes and other neighbors, b:ecause of t he absence 0,£ t hat 

Abbot . Compel led t hen by our bret hren we commend ~our Grace . t hrough our 

present script, t he indication of our desire, that if it can be done, t hat 

Abbot be returned froUl the hermitage to the monas tery. If you cannot ac-

complisn this, let it be your concern that t hose who love the hermitage may 

live i n peace, and those who are in the monastery observe t he regular dis -

c ip line .--After the Legate had r ead this Apostolic letter, he assembled cap-

a ble and God-fearing men and decided the matter. i n question in t he follOWing 
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manner. 

vii. The Legate 's Decision in the Whole Matter concerning the 

Monks of Melesm.e and Cfteaux.- -Hugh, servant of the church of Lyons, to 

t he most beloved brother Robert, Bishop of Langres. greetings. We have 

consider ed it necessary to let your Fraternity have knowledge of what we 

have dec ided in t he recen~ly held meeting at Portans i lle regarding the 

matter of the community of 'Molesme . There appeared before us monks from 

Molesme with your letter . They described to us the sad conditions and 

.. 

t he ruin of t heir place which was caused through the removal of the Abbot 

Robert and begged emphatically that he might be given hack to them as 

father . For. t hey had 'no hope t hat peaceal1d quiet could return to t he 

community of Molasme nortbat t he full vigor of the monastic discipline 

could be reinstated in 'ita pr i stine state in any other way . Brother God­

frey, too, presented himself to us, whom you have placed as Abbot over t he 

same cOllllllunity. stating that he would gladly relinquish h is place to Robert 

as t o his father if it should please us to r eturn him to the community of 

Molesme . --Therefore, after conSidering your request and t hat of t he monks 

of Molesme and having reread the letter of the lord Pope addressed to us 

in t his matter, in which he left everything to our dispOSition and decis­

ion , and upon the advice of many pious men, bishops as well as others who 

were t here with us in cuuncil, we have finally decidtld in compliance with 

your and their wishes, to give Rober t back to the community of Molesme. 

This change should be transacted in such a manner, however, t hat before his 

r eturn there, he should come to Chalon and deliver his crosier and t he 

charge of the abbey into t he hands of our brother the Bishop of Chalon, to 

,,,hom. follo,dng the tradition of other abbots, he had vowed obedi ence. The 

monks of t he New Monastery, who before him. as their Abbot, had professed 
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and had promised obedience, he should release and declare t~ee of the pro-

fession and obedience. Similar ly. he shall t hen be released by the Bi.shop 

" of the vows which he had made, to him and to t he church of Chalon. Also. we 

.ave given peTmission to return with him to Molesme all those brethren of 

t he New Monastery whow!ll follow him when he leaves it. prOVided that in 

t he future neither side will attempt to convert or receive anyone of t hem 

to t heir side, except in the manner prescribed by Saint Benedict concern-

in~ the admiss ion of monks of a known monastery . t.1hen he '<li11 have done 

the aforementioned. we shall send him to YOUT Grace, . so that you shall re-

i nstall him as ' t he Abbot of the conlmunity of Melesme. lfuwever, this will 

only be done on t he condition that if. in the future, he should in his us-

ual fickleness leave the same community. no one during the lifetime of the 

named Abbot Godfrey shall be put 1n his place without our and yours, as 

well as Godfrey's approval. Be it understo04 that all this was arranged 

by virtue of the Apostolic authority. With regard te Abbot Robert's 

chapel and the other things which he took with him upon his departure frem 

Molesme and with which he went to the Bishop of Chalon and to the New Mon-

astery . we have erdered t hat all remain safely with t he brethren of t he 

New Monastery. This is with the exception of a certain breviary which, 

upon approval of the monks ef Melesme, they may keep until the celebration 

of t he feast ef Saint Jonn t he Bapt ist, 80 t hat it lll6)' be copied . At this 

decision were present the bishops Nerigaudus ef Autun. Walter of Chalon. 

Barandus of Macen, Pontius ef Belley and the abbots Pe ter of Tournus. 

Jarento ef Dijon , Joeerandus of ,Air.ay. as well a8 Peter. chamberlai'n of 

the lord Pope , and many other honorable and esteemed men .--The Abbot praised 

all this and also executed it in releasing the Cistercians from the obed-

ience wh ich they had pronlised him at that place or in Molesme . Likewise. 
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Bi shop Walter of Chalon released t he Abbot from t he leadershi p of the aaid 

community. And so he. r eturned with a few monks who did not find t he hermit-
.. 

a ge to their lik ing . In t his w~nner, due to Apos tolic ruling, these two . 

abbeys r:emained i n peace and i n complete freedom. . The returning Abbot. how-

ever. brought to his bishop as a shield for his defense t he fo llowiilgle t ter . 

viii. Commendation o f Abbot Robert! -- To t he most bel'oved brother 

and fellow-bishop Rodbert. Bishop of Langres'. Walter, servant of t he church 

of Chalon ~ send s h i .s gl'cetings . --Be .it knoWn to you that bro~her Robert · whom 

we had ass b ned to that abbey which is be ing called Ne\'J Monastery, situated 

in our episcopate , due , to the dec ision ' of Archbisho'p ilugh . has been released 

by us from t he V O· ... :8 made t o t he church of Chaloo as well as from the obedi-

eoce p'romisf:d to I1S • • He himself. too, has r eleased and declar ed free \:hose 

monks who have de.: ided' to remain in the aforesaid New Monas tery, frem their 

obedience · t hey .nsd promised him and from the tie o f professIon. Have . the re-

fore; no hesitation to accept h im and to t r eat h im with honor from now on.--

Fare· well. 

ix . Abou t the Election of Alberic t he Fi r st Abbot of ctteaux.--

Deprived of its Ibepherd. t he community o f Ci teaux assembled and t hrough a 

regular election t hey elevated a certain brother by t he name of Alberic to 

be their abbot . He was a win of letters. well versed in bot h divine and 

human sc i ences. and a lo'~er 0 f the Rule and t he bl' eth~en . For a long time 

he had served as prior in the community of }lolesme as well as here, and he 

had l ong urged the brethren to move fr om Molesme to this place , fo r which 

endeavol:s htl had to suffer many i nsults, prison and beatings. 

x . Abollt t he Ii.Otllan Privilege. uAfter t he above mentioned Al be ric, 

although very reluctant ly. had taken over t he shepherd 's position, he began , 

as a man o f admi r able wisdom, to weigh what Itorma ot: tribulations could 
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shake and disturb the house delivered into his trust. Taking precaution 

beforehand, and after consulting t he brethren, he sent tt.ro monks, John and 

Ilbodus to Rome, pe titioning lord Pope Paschal through them that his com­

munity might forever remain quiet and safe unde r the wings of the Apostolic 

pro tection from the pressure of any per son, ecclesiastical or secular. The 

two p.r eviously named brethr en , furnished with sealed letters from Archbishop 

Hugh, from John and Benedict, Cardinals of the Roman Church, as well as from 

Bishop Wal t er of Chalon , s.afely arrived at Rome and from there back again. 

This was before Pope Paschal himself failed in the captivity of t he Emperor, 

and t he Apostolic privilege which they received from him was composed en­

tirely according to the wishes of the Abbot and bis aasociates. We consider 

it suitable to hand down in this little work these letters as well as the 

J,oman privilege. so that our successors might realize with what great cir­

cumspection and authority their community has been founded . 

xi . L~tter by t he Cardinals John and Benedict.--To our lord and 

iathe:': , t he Pope Paschal, to whom everywh.ere distinguished pra i se is to be 

gi ven, John and Benedict, remain in deepest devotion.--Since it is your of­

fice to care for the needs of all churches and to give a helping hand to 

the j ust wishes of th.e petitioners. and since the Christian r eligion shall 

r eceive its growth thr ough leaning on t he support of your j ustice , we beg 

Your Holiness, with all our strengt h, that you might lend merc.!ful hear­

ing to the carriers of t hi.s letter who , upon our advice, have been sent by 

cer tai n r eligious brethren to Your Paternity. Namely , they ask t hat the 

decree which they received from your predecessor. our 10rd l·Pope Urban of 

blessed memory. be perpetuated. This is in regard to t he peace and soUd­

ity of their monastic life and those things which i n accordance with t he 

same decree the Archbishop of Lyons, then Legate. and other fellow-bishops 
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and abbots had settled among t hemselves in order that the abbey of l-iolesme 

f rom which tIley had departed because of t he religious life, might remain 
.. 

fo r ever undisturbed through the privilege of your authority . We ourselves 

know them and vouch for their true religious life. 

xii. Letter of Hugh of Lyons . --To his mos t rever end father and 

lord , Pope Paschal. Hugh. servant of t he church of Lyons, in deepest devo-

tion . --The bre'thren who are deliver i ng the present letter, on t heir jour ­

ney to the Highness of Your Paterni t y , have taken the r oad through (our 

town). Since they live in our province, namely in t he diocese of Chalon, 

t hey asked our unworthy self for a letter of recollllllendatiQn to Your High-

ness . You should know. however. that th.ay come from a place w}:lich is c811-

edNew Monastery , where they had settled after t hey left t he community of 

Molesme with their abbot, in ord.et' to live there and to lead a more rigor-

ous and secluded life follOWing t he Rule of Saint Benedict. In t he abser-

vance of this Rule they have resolved in abandoning t he usages of certain 

monasteries where the monks maintain that in t heir weakness t hey are unfit 

to bear such a great bur den. For that reason the br,etlll:en from Malesme 

and some other monks of the neighborhood do not cease to annoy and disturb 

them, thinking t hat in the eyes of the world they are valued less and are 

looked upon with contempt if the world will take notice what exeeptional 

and new kind of lllOnks are 11 ving in their mids t • We, therefore, humbly 

and trustfully ask your fatherly benevolence, so dear to us. t hat in your 

usual kindness you welcome the8e bret hren . Next to the Lord, t hey have 

placed all their trU8t in you . Therefore. they seek refuge in your Apost-

olie authority, 80 that t hey and their monastery may be deHv~red frolu 

this annoyance and disturbance and t hat you might protect them througb a 

privilege of your authori ty ; since the poor of Christ have no defense 
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through riches or power against their enviers, but place their hope on God's 

and your mercy alone. • 

xiii. Letter of the Bishop of Chalo~.--To t he Honorable Father, 

Pope Paschal. Walter . Bishop of Chalon, greeting and due subservience. As 

Your Holines$ most ardently desires the advancement of the faithful in the 

true religion, so must these brethren not miss the shelter of your protect~ 

ion, the encouragement of your consolation. We . t herefore , plead urgently 

that you might deign to cor.r oborate through the pr ivilege of your authority 

what hae been ordered in regard to these br ethren . They have longed for a 

more severe life, and upon the advice of holy men whom the Divine Het:cy ha.s 

placed in our dlocese~ departed from Molesme. The delegated bearers of 

this letter from. these men stand before you . All has been done in accord­

ance 'dth ,your predecessor "s order. corresponding to the decision and letter 

af the Archbishop of Lyons , then Legate of t he Apostolic See, as well as 

other bi$hops and abbots. On this occasion we we1re present a.nd acted to­

gether with others . ~e plead therefore that you confirm that the place 

might remain a free abbey forever, under the canonical subjection, however , 

due our person and our successors. Moreover, the Abbot whom ~<1e have in­

stalled in that pla.ce and t be remaining bret.hren also ask your kindness 

most insistently for this confirmation to secure their peace . 

xiv . The ,!3.oman Frivllege . -- Paschal , Bishop, Servant of t he 

Servants of God , to t he Venerable Alberic , Abbot of t he New Monastery, 

located in the episcopatl3 of Ch;!Jlon and to all his prpperly installed suc ­

ceSSOrs from this day for-ward . A peti.t i ,Jn which is obvi.ously aimed at a 

religiGu$ purpose and the welfare of souls is to be granted without any 

delay upon God 's demand. Therefore, my sons, most belovvd in the Lord, 

we comply wi t h your petition without the least objection, because we 
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congratulate you with paternal affection on your religious life. We decree, 

therefore, th.t the place which you have chosen in order to live in monastjc 

tranquillity, be secure and free from any annoyance by all men and t hat an 

abbey may exis t there forever and be particularly sheltered through the pro­

tection of the Apostolic See, not impairing t he canonical reverence to the 

church of Chalon . By means of this present decree we, therefore, forbid 

that anyone permit himself to change your way Qf life or admit monks of your 

community which is called New Monastery , without the recommendation as de­

manded by t he Ru le, nor to disturb your community t hrough any kind of annoy­

ance or violence. Concerning the decision of the eontroversy between you 

and the monlts 0 f the monas tery of Molesme, which has been reached by ou,\:" 

brother, the Bishop of Lyons then Vicar of the Apostolic See, toge~her with 

t he bishops of bis pi'ovince and other religiou~ men, by the commitment of 

our predeces6or, Urban II of apostolic memory. we confirm it as a reason­

able and laudable one. You ,must , therefore, remember , sons most beloved 

and d~are$t in Christ , that one part of you has left the broad roads of 

the \-10rld, another even the iess strict path. of a laxer monastery . Con­

sequently, in orde.r that you may be considered always more and more deser­

ving of this g·race , you must strive to keep always in your hearts the fear 

and love of God, so that the more free you are of t he noises and pleasures 

of the world, the mor.e you aim to please God with ell the powers of your 

mind ane soul. Truly . should in the future an archbishop or bishop, an 

emperor or king, a prince or duke ) a count or viscount , a j udge or any other 

clerical or secular person knowingly counteract this our constitution. and 

upon two or t nree reprimands not nl8ke amend a for his mistake through an 

adequate satisfaction , he shall be deprived of the powers and honor of his 

digni ty and it should be known that he is guilty before t he divine j udge -

: .. '. 
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ment because ot the commit ted iniquity and he shall be estranged from the 

Body and Blood of our God and our Lord Jesus Christ and undergo severe pun-

" 1.shment at the Last Judgement. Upon all those. however, whorespec t the 

rights of this monastery. rest the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, in order 

that al r eady her e on earth they may r eceive the fruit of t heir good deeds 

and before the stric t Judge may find t he award of eternal peace . 

xv. The Statutes of the Cistercian Monks who lleparted from Mol­

esrne . -";Thereupon the Abbot and his brethren, mindful of their vows, unanim­

ously decided to establish and keep t he Rule of Saint Benedi ct in that place. 

They rejected what was contrary to the Rule, namely wide cuculas , furs , linen 

shirts, cowls and breeches, combs and blankets, mattresses, a wide variety 

of dishes in t he refectory as well as fat and everything else which is op­

posed to the Rule. In t hus taking the rectitude of t he Rule 8S the norm 

of conduct for their whole way of life , they fully compUed with its direct ­

ions in ecclesiastical a8 well as i n other observances and arranged them­

selves accordingly. In t his way discarding t he old man they enjoyed put­

ting on the new one. And since t hey could not find either in the Rule or 

in the life of Saint Benedict that this teacher ever possessed churches, 

altars or offerings, burial places or tithes of other people, or bakeries 

or mills or farmhouses or serfs and that women ever had entered his monast­

ery, nor was buried t here anybody with t he exception of his sister, they 

renounced all of that saying, where the holy father Benedic t teachelJ that 

the monks stay aloof from the doings of the world, t her e he distinctly ex­

plains t hat t hose things should not have any place in the actions or in the 

he,arts of the monks who , 1n fleeing the world, ol.lght to live up to t he 

etymology of t heir name . They also said that the tithes had been divided 

into four par ts by t he holy Fathers, who Were t he instruments of t he Holy 
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Ghost and whose instructions it was a sacrilege to transgress; namely, one 

par t for the bishop, t he second for the parish priest, the third for guests 
.. 

who came to the church concerned, or for the widows and orphans or for t he 

poor who had nothing elae to live on ; t he ·fourth for the maintenance of t he 

church . And since in this distrtbut:i.on they did not find mention of the 

monk who owns his land for the purpose of living on it thr ough 'his own wor k 

and of his animals, they therefore detested to usurp unj ustly the rights of 

others . And behold . after the new soldiers of Christ, poor themselves a's 

Christ was poor, had denounced the riches of this world , t hey began to con- . 

sult one with another, how, with what work or occupation, they should pr o-

vide in this world for themselves 8S well as for their arriving guests~ rich 

and poor alike, who after the Rule were to be welcomed as Christ. Since 

they realized that without their help they would be unable to fulfill per ~ 

fectly the precepts of the Rule day and night, they decided to adnlit un-

lettered men as lay-brothers with the approval of the bishop and to treat 

them in life and in death as t heir own, except for t he rights reserved for 

choir monks. For the same reason they resolved to employ hire4 hands. 

They also 'Manted to take on landed properties which lay removed from human 

dwellings, as well as vineyards and meadows and woods and, waters in order 

to install mills, but: only for their own use, ano b~c8use of the fishing . 

also to keep horses and cattle and various things that are needed and use-

ful to men . They aha decided that when they would have established farm-

houses for the practice of agriculture, the said lay-brother s should man -

age those houses, and not the monks, whose residence accor ding to the Rule 

should be within t heir cloister. Since it was known also to those holy 

men that Saint Benedict had built t he monasteriu not in townC'or in forti-

fied places or in villages. but in places removed from t he traffic of men . 
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they promised to follow the same, and as he installed twelve n~nks together 

with a father abbot in each of the net"ly erected monasteries, so they de-
.. 

clared their wish to proceed in the same manner. 

xvi. About their Sorrow.--To the aforement ioned man of God, t he 

Abbot and those with him, it caused some sorrow that in those days only se1-

dom did anyone. come there in order to become their imitator. Namely, t he 

holy men veliemently desired to hand down to their successors, for the henefit 

of many souls, this treasure of virtues found in such heavenly manner. Never-

the l ess, almost all those who saw or heard of the unusual and almost unpre-

cedented rigor of their manner of life, instead of approaching them, tried 

anxiously to avoid and forget them, doubting always in their perseverance. 

But the mercy of God who had inspir~d his own for this kind of spirit\lal 

military service. continued to enlarge and complete it for t he benefit of 

many , as the following will show. 

xvii . About the Death of the Fir$t Abbot and t he Election of t he 

~~and about their Regulations and t heir Happiness.--The man of God , 

Alberic, however, after he hAd practiced fruitfully regular discipline in 

the school of Christ for nine and a half years. went home to t he Lord, do-

r10us in h is faith and virtues, therefore deservedly r ewarded by God in 

the eternal life. His successor was a brother by t ne name of Stephen, an 

Englishman by nationality, who had also come here with the others from Mol-

esme, a lover of the Rule and t he new place , During his time, t he brethren 

and this Abbot prohibited the duke of that cO\lntry or any other sovereign 

should keep court at any time in that monastery as they used to do before 

at big feas t s. Furthermore, in order that in the house of God, in which it 

was their desire to serve God devoutly day and night, nothing would remain 

that savored pride and superfluity or eventually corrupt poverty, the safe-
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guard of virtues, which they had chosen out of their f ree wi ll, they r esolved 

not to keep golden or s ilver crOS$es but only painted wooden ones; no cande~ 
.; 

labra, but only one of iron ; no chur ibles, but only of copper or iron, no 

c hasubles, except of WC!ilol or linen , without silk, gold or silver l>leaVe; no 

alba or amices but of linen . similarly without silk, go l d or silver. They 

eliminated entirely t he use of aU kinds of palliums , copes, dalmat ics a nd 

tunics. However, t he y r etained silver chal ice,s, not go lden, but when it 

could be done gold plated , as well as the coltll)1uniol.'l tube of silver, go ld 

plated if possibl e; stoles and maniples were of a 'ilk onl y, '",ithout go ld and 

s ilver . They also ordered that the altar cloths be made o f plai.n Hnen and 

without embroideries a.nd t hat the c rue ts shoul d have nothing in go l <1 and 

silver on them.--ln t hose days the monastelrY increased in its possess ions 

of land, vineyaltrls , meadows and farmhouses ; they did not decrease, however , 

in monastic discipline. Therefore, God visited tha't place about this time 

in pouring out his deepest mercy over t hose who implor ed, c r ied and wept 

before hi m day and night, gr oaning long and deep a.nd had almost come to the 

rim of despair because they had no successors . God's mercy had sent t o that 

community $0 many literate clerics as well as laymen rwho were in the world 

as powerful as they were distingui s hed , that thirty all at once happily en-

tered the cells of novices and by bravely combatting t heir own vices and the 

temptations of the evil s piri,ts completed. their course. Through their ex-

ample old and young, men of every walk of life and from various parts of 

the world became encouraged since t hey saw through t hem that wnilt t hey had 

feared impossible, the observance of the Rllle , ,.,as pos s ible. So t hey began 

to flock toge t her t here in order to bow their proud necks under t he ,sweet 

yoke of Chr bt, and to l ove fervently the rigorous and burdensome precepts 

of the Rule, and they began to make that cc>mmunity wonderfully happy Ilnd 
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strong. 

l(viii. ARout the, Abbels.--From then on they e.tablished abbey. , .. 
in the various episcopates. which under God's rich and powerful blessing 

prospered more from day to day. so that within eight years those who de-

parted from ctteaux and t hose who descended f rom them had altogether 

founded twelve monasteries. 
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APPEtI)nt ,11 .. 

THECHA.liTER Of CHARITt* 

Preface. -·Already bef.ore 'Ci ster c i an abbeys had begun to spread 

Father Stephen and his brethren, with a view to avoid all difficulties 

between the bishop and the monks, ordained that no abbeys shoul d by any 

nteana be founded in any diocese ' before the b ishop should approve and oon-

firm the decree passed between t he abbey of e1teaux and its filiations. 

In t his decree the aforesaid b-rethren, in the i ntention of obviating rup· 

ture of mutual coneord explained and ordered and transmitted to those to 

come after, the bond and manner, or rather the charity whereby their monk. 

divided in the body in abbeys in different parU of the world, should be 

indissolubly banded together in the spirit. they a180 condele'!!'ed this 

decree should be called Charter of Charity because putting aside the bur-

den of any motley cORtribuUon, it pursued only charity and the utility of 

souls in things human and divine. 

Chop . i, - -Be.cause we are all servants. unprofitable indeed , of 

t he one true Kin8~ Lord, and Master. therefore we demand no exaction of 

t .emporal profit or earthly goods firomthe abbot. and the brethren whom 

the goodness of God has been pleased, through our unworthy instr:uroentelity. 

to bring toge'ther in divers places, in th.e observance of regular discip" 

line. For , desiring only to be of service to them and to the children of 

Holy Church, we will do nothing toward them thae can be either a burden to 

*The translation made by Denis ~Iurphy. $.J. (Triumphalia ChroDo" 
logica MQnasterii S. Crucis i n Hibernia IDublin, 1891 / . xxvi -xxx) is b~UI.d 
on the critical edition published by Philippe Guignard i n Les Monuments 
Primiti£s de la R~gle Cistei'denne (Dijon, 1878), 79- 84. 



80 . 

t hem or a ,ubt:l'ac;Uon o f t heir tempor substancQ, l •• t striving to be ma4. 

wealthy fr()lll theit pover ty, we may incur the. gUil t of the vice of avariee • . 
" 

whi~h t he Apostle t erms t he userving of idols. " , It i s, however , our i ntent-

i on , for t he sak4! of cha ri t y, to watch wi t h care over their souls ; so t hat 

if t hey s hould at any time dec line f r om t heir good r esolution a nd the obeer .. 

, vane,e o f t he ir ho l y rule, \\Ih i ch misfortunl2 may God in his mer cy avert , we 
. , '., , " '. 

may be abl e by our cons t ant solicitude to br i ng them back to t he r eligious 
I .' 

life . 

,ChlilP. it . - -We wi sh henceforward a nd. comn14nd t hem t o obs erve t he 
". " . 

rul tJ! of St. Bened ict in everyt hing , as i t is observed in 1;he new ~lonast .• ry. . . , . ' .. 

and t o under~tand it i n no other sense t ha n t ha t ~lhich our pious fore-

~atbers of ctteaux haVe! g iven to it ,and maintained. a nd which we our"e lve. 

now under stand and hold a f ter t heir example. And because 'VIe r ecei ve all 

monks coming from ot her monas t eries into ours, and they in like manner J;e-

ceive our s. it seems proper t o us , that all our mona ster ies should have 

t he same usage~ '1,n chant~ng . and the same books fo·r t he divine of fice day 

and night a nd t he celebration of t he holy sacr i fice o f t he Mass, as we have 

in t he New Monastery ; that t he r e may be no disco~d i n our daily acti onlJ, but 

that we may all l ~ve together in the bond of cherity under one r ule, and In 

t he pract i ce of the sa:ne observances . a t no monas t ery or per son of our 

Order dare t o ask f or any pr i vilege from anyone , or if alr eady obtained, 

t o make use of such pr ivilege which 10 opposed to t he established con.ti.tu-

tions of t he Order , in \olhatsoever way it may have been obtained . 

Chap. i 1i . --Whe n the a bbot of t he New Monas tery shal l go t o any 
, ' 

other monas t ery for t he purpose of viSitation , the abbot of t he mona stery 

so v isited shall acknowledge the abbey o f Gt teaux t::~ be t he tao t he r · house, 

and shall yield precedency to its abbot i n every par t of hi s monastery • • 0 
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that the. abbot of the New Monastery shall take and ho ld the place. of thb 

abbot as long as he remains in t hat monasct~n' . However. he shal~ not e~t 
.. 

in the guest apartments, but in the refectory with the community to main-

tain discipline , unless ther.e should be no proper abbot at that time in th. 

monastery. 'l'he same rule shall be observed , when several abbots shall 

come to any monastery . If the abbot of the monastery at the time be absent, - . . 

then the one \.,110 is oldest in the abbatial dignity shall eat at the stran8-

erla table. '!'he abbot, however. i n his own monastery will always, even in 
; ,·~{\O(-· 1. • 'I I' 

the presence of an abbot of superior dignity, profess bis own novices at 

the end of t heir year of noviceship . Let the abbot of the New Monast~r 

be careful not to touch anything, to ordain anything , or to dispose of any-, 

thing, with reference to the possessions of the monastery which hE! v~sit8J 

without the consent of t he abbot and his brethren . If he shall perceive 

that any of the precepts of t he rule or the institutions of the Order are 

violated in t he monas t ery he i.s v i eiti-ng, let him, \1ith the advice and in 

the presence of the abbot , charitably endeavor to correct the brethren ., 

Bu t if the abbot of the monastery be not present , he shall, nevertheless, . 

correct what he finds amiss. 

Chap. 1v . - - The fJobot of a mother-house shall visit annuaH,l. 

e i ther in person or by one of his co-abbots, all the filiations of hi s 

own monas tery . And if he should visit the brethren more frequently than 

t his let it be to them a subjec t of J oy. The four abbots of I.e. Fert~. 

Ponthny, Clairvaux and MoritllOnd, shall visit in person unless l'revented 

by sickness , once in the year, and on t he day which t hey shall appoint, 

the monastery of ctteaux , beS ides their attendance at the General Chap-

ter. unless one of them is prevented by grave illness. 

Chap. v. --l.n~en any abbo t shall come to the New Monastery, due 
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; espeCt! ,hall. 'be 'paid him. U the a bbot: be absent, he s hall occupy his 4tall 

anq eat in the gue$t 4p$~tlQent&; :t\lt he shall not' dQ t hel;ll! things if the 
. - ~ 

abbo t .is present. Tbe prior , i n ' the abbot 's absence, manages the bU$ineas. 

of /:he house . t et -the f ollowing be t he rule .of abbeys that do not atand i n 

the relationship of filia tions or mother ~ houses . Every a bbot shall yiel d 

precedency t o an abbot paying him a visit, t ha t t his admonition of the 

Sc.ripture rnay be futfill.ed. Hin honor preventing one another. It If two or 

more pay a visit at t h .• same I::I.I11e , he who i.s t he Senior in the a bbatial 

dignity shall bold the fir s t place . All of th~m shall take their food in 

t he r ef ectory , as we have .said above, except t:heabb()t of the Ulonastery. 

But when they meet toget her. they shall tak~ precedence accor ding to th~ 

antiquity of their a bbeys ; so that t he abbot of, t he most ancient house 

shall occupy the first place. And they shall all mutually pa y each other 

the de fer ence of a pro found inclinati,on when t hey t ake their seats. 

Chap . vi. - - Whenever) by t he mer cy of God, any of our hous:e s shall 

so incr ease as to be a ble to erect another foundat ion, le t both t he DIOther 

and the daugh ter £ollow t he rule of cha rity which we a<iopt mions our breth-

ren; with this el(cepti on, that: t hey ' shall not hol d for themselves an annwtl 

chapter. But a ll the abbots of our Order shall meet each year 1n General 

Chapter, without excuse, except they a re prevented by grievous s ickness ; 

and then t hey shall depute a proper r epresentative. An exception i s made 

also in the case of t hos·e who live in too distant oountries , 1..,hich shall 

be decided by t he Cha pter . If a ny abbot fl'om any o t her c.ause shall pre~ume 

r-:;on leave of absence from t he General Chapter , he shall ask pardon of the 

Chapter for his fault tlle fo.Howing year, a nd receive a s evere r~p r: t_nd .• 

In the tl'eneral Chapter ) theahbo ts shall comiuI. on matters t hat appet~in 

to the $4:tv"ati.on '0'£ ·.eQ~l s, and s hall ocda1n what i s to be con-ected . or 
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WQt carried out in the ob.enaDca otthe rule . .wI tbe institutions of the 

OJ:der. they shall 1 ikewis. mutually cooUra Meh oth4r io the bond of pea~e 

and charity. If any abbot b~ le .. z .. 10u8 about the rule than ·be ought, . or..: 

I 
be too much intent UPOD secular business or be wor·thy of cene.ure In any w~y, 

he shall be charitably repdmandedin ttleGeneral ChaptQ~; and when .reprim­

anded, he shall ask pardon. and perform the penance imposed fb~ his fAult. 

No one hut an abbot .hall ~e this proclamation. If any controversy s~l1 

arise among the abbots, or a fault 80 gdevo\lS' ahall be charged apinst ~n 

of them that he thereby deserves suspension or depoSition, whatavet: is d(!~ 

Quad by t he General Chapter in thi,s matter shall ' be' observed. , If · th,roq.gh 

cliverai,.ty of opinion there !sangendered diacord ' uponany subject, let, th4t 

which the abbot of cttea:ux. with the more prudent: and more sagacious in 

coupcil; shall decide with reference to' the cli.p~te be faithfully maint.a'ined. 

Chap. vii. --If any of out mona.teri.a sball become extremely in-

digent~ the abbot shall give notice to the aeoer.l Chapter; then : aU. the, 

abbot. assembled, animated by a lively eharUy. shall cQntribute to, iU 

relief, accordi-ng to t h e mean. with wbich God . may have blessed them. 

Chap. viii.--If anY monastety of our Order be without an abbot ,. 

the abbot of Lts mother-house .11411 take the chars. of it until the elecUon 

of a new abbot. I.r it ia it.elf a mother-hou.e. the abbots of the several 

filiations and the monks of that hOUI., being •••• mbled on tbe day apPOint-

ed, shall proceed by the advice an4 de. ire of the presiding abbot, to choo •• 

the new abbot; 

Chap. ix.--When efteaux. the mother-houle of all the monastaria. 

0 .£ the Order, is witho~t an abbot, the abbots of La Ferd" pontignY, Clab·· 

vawe and MoritllGnd .hall provide for the . 'lection of. new abbot. And thay 

.ball have the ebara8 of that house cmtil such abbot hae been duly elected 

/~ 
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and confirmed. Fifteen days' no tice at least shall be given previous to 

the election of the Abbot of C~teaux. Then all the abbots t"ho~e monaster-

1.es are filiations of c tteaux, and such o thers as the above-mentioned four" 

nbbota of the greater houses and the brethren of teaux shall jUdge proper, 

being toget her assembled in the name of the Lord , shall elect the new abbot. 

It is lay1ful for any mother -bouse to choose an abbot not onl y from the 

monks belonging to its filiations , but likewise from any of the abbots of 

the said filiat ions, if this be necessary . But no person of another Order 

s hall ever be chosen abbot for one of our houses; not shall any of our 

members be permitted to become an abbot in a monastery of another Order . 

Chap . x.--If any abbot, in consideration ei t her of his extreme 

helplessness or extreme timidity, shal l ask permission from the superior 

o f a mother- house to be re l eased from the burden of his abbatial office, 

let not t he superior easily and without a just and necessary cause give 

his consent. But if t he reason alleged by j udged s ufficient, then l et him 

no t do anything of himself; but having called together some other abbots of 

the Order and asked t heir advice, let him do .mat they think ought to be 

done. 

Chap . xi.--I£ any abbot shall be known to despise the rule and 

prevaricate against the Order, or shall knowingly connive at the faults of 

his brethren, the a.bbot of the mother-house, as soon as convenient, sha ll 

e ither b ... • himself or by his prior, exhort the delinquent, even to the fou:r~ 

t h time , t o an amendment of conduct. But if, in spite of t hese admonitions. 

h~ will neither cor rect his fault nor spontaneously abdicate, an assembly 

of abbots , though not numerous, of our inst i t ute shall remove the trans­

gressor of t he holy rule from his office; and another \qorthy of t he dig­

nity shall be forthwith elected by the chapter of the mother-house and by 
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t he abbQt~ of the filiations, if any belong to it, and by the brethren of 

o f t he monastery, in t hQ manner above descr.ibed . When an abbot who is de­

posed, and his r eligious become contumacious and rebellious (whi ch may God 

or bid) , so a s no t to acqu i esce i n the sentence which has been pronounced 

upon h im, let t hem be excommunicated by t he abbot of the mother -house and 

his co-abbots, and a fte rwa r d the abbot of the mother·house shall take t he 

mea n s apt and available to make t h,em do their duty. But if any of these 

d i sobedient member s shall be sorr y f or his offense and wtsh to r eturlll to 

his mother, let him be r.eceived as a rep entant son. Except in this case, 

no abbot of our Order shall retain t he subject of another abbot without his 

consent . In Hkemannel: no abbot shall send members of his own cO\1Dl\unity 

into t he monaster y of another without permiasion. 

Chap . xii.--lf i t ha ppen (which may Heaven forfend) that the ab­

bots of our Order lear n t hat t he abbo t of ctteaux becomes cold tn the puc· 

t ice of his duties and departs f r om t he observance of t he holy rule and 

constitutions , the four abbots ofLn Fert4 . Pontigny , Clait'vaux and Mori­

mond, shall, in t he name of all t he other ahbots t admonish him to t he 

fourth time, that he may correct himself and othera. But if he prove i n­

corrigible, then t hey must diligent ly carry out t he instructions which We 

have gi ven concerning the deposition of abbots, with this proviso: if he 

does not abdicate of his own accol:d. they ~an neither depose him, nor pro­

nounce against him anathema unless in General Chapter . But if i t would be 

too long to wait for tha t . they l'tlus-t proceed with t heir censures in an 

assembl y of abb.::Jts who have been taken f rom the Hliations of ctteaux, with 

ot hers summoned for t he occasion . And when this unworthy super io~ has haen 

deposed, t hey t ogether with t he brethren of Cfteaux shall choose a person 

,\-1ith suitable quaHfica t i ons to fill t h i.s vacancy. But if both the abbot 
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and the brethre~ of 'C1 ;eauK conjointly prQve contuma,cious I let them be sol­

emnly excommuni cated . If latcl- any of t hes.e prevar icators r epenting of ' his 

f ault and des irous of savin 1s soul, shall seek refuge in one of these 

four houSes - - Farte, Pontigny, Clairvaux, or }1orimond ~ - let h im be receiv-

ed, after due sati s faction, as Oile of the members of the house . until he 

s hall be reconciled and return to his own monaster.y , as j ustice demands . 

Durinz this t illle the General Chapter s hall not be held at C'tteaux , but 

where the four abbots above-mentioned shall determine . 

, . 

" 
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APPlJI)U' 111 i 

THE NOTA SANCTI STSPMN!* 

Brother Stephen , Abbot Df' the New Mona~tery, sends health to 

bo t h the present and ' future servants of God. -~After ~.,e decide{l to write 

t his history, alllOng ~he many books we have collected f:rom var,iou8 chur-

ehes in order to follcw the more trustwor thy text , we struck upon one 

which J<:reatly differed £I"om allllos t all the ot hers. Finding it more com-

plate t han t he rest, we--in t ile be lief of its ' genu1neness--wrote Ollr own 

h istory aceort'iing to wha t \0,16 have found in tha t book . Having arr anged 

ever j t hing , we wer Cl not a lit t le puzzled' by t he variance ,of the cliffer-

ent texts , since right ;teason I:.ells us that <,.)hatever was translated by 

one interpret er- -name ly Sain,!; Jerome> \vhom in preference to other inter· 

prater s our contempora r ies have accepted long ago- -from one source: the 

Hebr ew text, o-oJgh t to agree as one . M;oreover, there are certain books of 

t he Ol d Testament which our same interpreter did not translate from the 

Hebrew, but hom t he Chaldaie langu;il.ge, since be found the J ews had it 

t his way. as he himself s tated in the prologue of Daniel j and we have ac-

cepted them, j ust like the other books , according to his version . For this 

r eason , greatly sur prised a t t he discord of our books which we had received 

reom one i nterpreter , we contacted certain Jews skilled in their own writ-

i ugs a nd inquired of them most diligently in the Reman language about aU 

t hose Sar iptural places lch contained t hose parts and verses whi ch we 

had found in our aforesaid copy and were already inserting i n our own work. 

*Author's translation of the original published in J. P. Migne 
l!atrolQsia Lat:Lna , ( Parisiis, 1( 94). tom. 166, cola. 1373-1376 . . 
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but which we did not find in lllO:pt other Lat i n textf! . They unrolled many 

o f their books i n our presence and cxplainillf! t o us t he Hebret. and Chal - .. 
daie t ex t i n tin words did not find the Darts or verses we ,~ere concern ... 

ed a bout in tlle p .La~es 'i]E! oued t itelfl . Therefo;:e, believing the He-

brevi and Chaldaic versiQn and the many Latin hooks which did no t conts:l.n 

t hose p loce s but a gl'ee.d i n everything else with those t wo l anguages, t-1e 

have ent irely erased all the super fluous pas sages , a s can be seen i n many 

places of this book , especially in the Books of Kings where the greater 

part of er ro" s was fo und . Therefore, we as:>: no' ... all those who wi ll r ead 

t h is book , never to enter a gain t he aforement ioned suparfluous parts or 

ve rses into t his wor For i t i s evident 1.n whi ch parts t hey l~ere . since 

erasures on t he 'l)a rchment clear l y indicate those places . . l'le forb id t here -

fo r e by t he a u t horit f Cod and our Congregation t hat anybody pr esume to 

treat t his book - -tbe ft-uit o f so much labor- -carelessly, or to make any 

u tes with hh t humbnail in its text or margin . 
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APPEliIDU IV • 

LETTEl\ TO AIlBOT THURSTAN OF SHERBORNE'll 

£0 t he venerable T. , abbot o f Sherborne, and the community en-

trusted t o him by God, Brother St ephen, set·vant of the Ci stercian comlnun-

ity . .Fear ye Chris.t with love and love. him with fear. The reason for 

exc tlan6ing letter s i s to add·ress those who are f,r away as if they were 

presen t and to unite t hrough t he bonds of fraternal c harity t hose whom 

t he distance of p lace ·sepa r ates from one another . Therefore, since yo~ 

a re bone of our bones and flesh of our flesh, I invite you to listen to 

me, t he wr iter of these f ew lines, patiently for e little while. I was 

your monk and wi t h my staff 1 crossed the sea.o .that God CQuid lI'IIlnifest 

t he riches o.f his merc y in me. the least one among you and one of no 

impor tance, and t hus prompt you t o Illy imitat ion. For , like a living 

ountain , he filled the empty ves s el according to h is liking, so that 

you, already better t ban your most ho l y ancestors, may remain strong and 

firm i n t h e obse'rvance of r eligious diacipline and trust in the 1.ord. ror, 

alone and poor when I left my country , 1 am rich now , with forty communit-

ies surround i ng me . therefore, I am j oyfully preparing to enter upon tha 

road of all fl elllh , confident in t he expectation of the tal.rt promised to 

the fai t hful laborers of the vineyard. Let me, then. appeal to your ehar-

it". by g r owi ng i n vir tue, keep your good reputation which reached even 

us , so that progressing from good t o better , and firmly adhering to the 

*Author's translation from th e or 191041 Lat i n published by 
Hugh Talbot in Co llectanea Ordh'l.is CistereiG_nsium Re£ormatorum , 3(1936). 
68- 69. 
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true lreligion. you may unceasingly observe chastit)' and hUlllility and love, 

the practiee of poverty i n your heart and body until death , a.nd thus de-

serve the contemplation of the God of God Arne ... 
,; 
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