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CHAPTER I11I.
Adoption of the Illegitimate Child.




































































































CHAPTER IV.
Difficulties in Verifying

the Girl's Story.
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and her Jirst child was true. 7The girl contracted civil nar-
risge irn & town of the S5tate of #iseomsin, rot in her home-
town; the firet ehild wus the fruit of this marrisge; snd
later, she divorced the man.

48 to the second child, which was only twelve days old,
the Bursau wrote to the cournty nurse ol the county in which
the child was bormn. The record of the child wsass sent to the
Bureeu with this adced information--thst the zirl was not
married and riever had been married and that her narents were
her foster parents srd well-to-do.

A letter was vent t¢ the alleged father of the child.
“he girl claimed that he was a salesman and of Jowish reli-
gion. 3She gave his asdiress. The letter sent 4o him was not
answered.

i letter was sent to the Catholic priest who baptized
the child. The iieverend ¥ather answered:

"{the girl) has told the same conflicting

-~ stories here. . person cannot believe s
word she says. She is not married accord-
ing to what I hear. lr.....who is said to
be the father of the child, 18 not sick.

I baptized the child on the...... (date of
baptism). Her foster parents are suprort-
ing one child to whom she gave birth when
atill under age. Kow, of course, when sghe
gave birth to another e¢hild, they compelled
her to leave the house.

Yeesese. travelling man, who is the father

of the ¢hild, ought to be comnelled to sup-~
port her.

Another letter was sent to the priest asking for ad’i-

tional Information:

"Hobody around here seems to know of the where-
abouts Of lTeess...{the alleged father).

Besides, I do not believe that the.......family
{the foster parents) are willing to tske her

back since they are supporting one child alresdy.”
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A letter was alge gent to her friend in Illinois, to whom
she planced 1o g0 in order to evade the Tilwaunsee Hoeanlth repue
lation on nuvsing bables. e snawered the letter, olfering
his go-0poration %o 4o 81l in hia pover for the girl, and ot

once wrote to hsr fostor parents 10 induee them to allow the

#3171l $0 come home.

Because the girl sprveared to be of = peeunliasr mentolity,

oo

or an

o
=

A e
iy

arrapgements wore rmads at the mental elinie coi the
examinaticn, The !l1luauiee County Dligpencery suave this revort:

"¢ have thig day made a nentel test of the above
mentioned nationt with the following reooults:
Chronolegicel ige--22 yre. £ mog.; ientel ipow-
13 yeurs; Intelligent wotient-~81; Jlascili-
cation--Normanl, tmt very dull.

There are geveral digerepancies in thic cuase,
the firot one beingeseressel{the girl's nanme)
elai e te have grséusted from High Schoel at
eesseeol0f her home town!. Ye have no muy of
checzing un on thisg etory, but with her present
nentallity, we are inclined to doubti it. It is
ooegible of courge, that she hag detericrastied
montally but she does not teat ag if this wae
the cage. he tells o cornnected and loricsl
gtory, intersvnerged with many exmet dates which
may be an effort tc appear plausidle. 1t is
very difficnlt to come to any conclusion reparde
ing her until her story is verified. There dozg
nct scem to be any reason why she chould not be
returned home tc her foster wmother. If her huge
hand does not gur ort her in the future, cghe is
rerfectly able 10 WOTXeones

As to apoearing indifferent to her children, we

vere urabls to see any eign of thisg. It ouet

be remembered that the child 1s not yet three

weeks 014 ond that (the girl)...cse.cannct po-

ssibly have her full gtrencth back.”

Upon roceipt of this report from the Desartment of ¥ouro-
logy and ‘syehistry cof the lilweuiece County Dlspensary, the
Dirsetor of the Pureasu interviewed the District Attornay.

The Digtrioct .ittorney thoupht that the girl should be »nlaced

in an institution, sddirng that there 1s no legal charge on
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whieh the alleged father c¢ould be spnrehended. The attorney
suggested placing the child in an Infant Hospital and thai
the girl should nurse it. Should she fail even onece, his
office should be notified and they would have a warrant issued
for her arrest, on technical abandonment.

Arrangements were made at the kilwaunizee Children's Hoeni-
tal with proper informetion.

Investigation by the Director.

To better verify the girl's story, the Director of the
Buresu interviewed personslly the fogter parents of the girl,
the doctor who had delivered the last child, and the Hevered
rastor of her church.

The Reverend lastor, and the doctor sttendinsy the con-
finement of the girl, informed the bDirector that the girl did
not bear a good reputation in her village, and it would be
unwise to have her returm to the foster parent’'s home. 4ilso,
that st one time, the foster parents kepnt s saloon and the
girl wae raised in this environment.

The Director called on the foster parents. The foster
mother of the girl welcomed the Director. 7ith emnhasis she
reneated that the family would not receive the girl hon.

They were now caring for the girl's four year ¢ld son. The
Director saw the c¢hild. He secmed to be bright and quite con-
tented. The foster mother stated that it was not their inten-
tion to adopt this ehild, although, thej would continue to care
for and raise hin.

The girl had deceived them many times, sontinued the foé-

ter mother. Often, the girl told them thst she wae at work,
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when she wa: not, The girl was not married when she rzave birth
to her firet cehilde. TPo glive the impression that ghe wac mare
ried, she ordersd iuwrniture and nad it sent to the foster na-
rentg. The fosgter parenis refused to accept it. Lately,
when she avain claied Lo be married, che ordersd = wedding
ring and 8 rosary. But told her foster psients that her hus-
band had given these 10 her. 4 few daye later, the jeweler
gsent a bill to the foster parvents for the purchased articles.

- The foster mother siresced the deceitfulness ol the girl,
stating that to date, they had nald billeg amounting to seversal
thousand dollars whieh the girl contracted. 7rom now on,
they positively rofused to pay any more bills of hers. 3he
also told the Director, that she had learned from a good source
that the present alleged hughand of the girl was a married
man, with three ehildren, und lived at such an address.

4 Friend ifrom Illinois Cslled on the Girl,

This friend, personally cslled at the Burcau to become
acyuasinted with the personnel. e also interviewed the girl
at the Priendghip Home. RHeturning to his home in Illinois,
the Bureau fecaived a renort of his interview written ner-
sonally. Ho showed s fine Christian attitude toward the girl,
and nade an apnpeal Lo her that she live a Christian life.

His letter gives also a deserintion of her character. an
gxcarpt from the letter follows:

"I went you (the girl) to promise me that, in

case & suitable Job ig found for you, you will

toe the mark and you must be obliged and are
obliging yourself now to reform your ways...

You realize that there is nothing but disappoint-
ment, emptiness, und misery in the life you are
leading, and soonser or later, »robably mueh sooner
than you anticipate, you will have cauce to bitterly
regrat the ancarent contempt you have now for every-
thing that is wholesone in this ghort Life of ours.
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Go to work, go to church, be truthiul, lesd &
respoectable life, and the few misstepg you have
made will soon be forgotten.

To sum up: It i8 my belief that throush her
lack of education, through her realization of
the faot that people, friends and relatives
alike despige her, an¢ through the fael that

the rogues with whon she assocliates give her
nothing but 111 advices, it ie my c-inion, that
the further she is allowed to remain ir that
state of mind, she will further develon her de-
ficiency in mind, whioh ig dishonesty. "o that
end she would use whatever vestige of evil power
that may have heen left untouched in her. Those
are, boldness, lying, dishonesty, her lack of
apprecintion of good advice, and many others.

In my o»inion, she is not beyond redemntion »ro-
vided, she is absolutely restrained from comiu-
nicating with the leeces who have caused her downe
fall."”

dgtablishing ‘aternity.

Having ?erified the gtory of the girl, she wac called to
the office of the Bureau. OChe c¢laimed emnhatically, that che
wag married to the alleged second husband. 7But, after pres-
sure, admitted she was lying; thst che had not been married
to him. Finally, she agreed to swear out a warrant for the
man's arrest, that his paternity might be established and if
egtablished, the incumbent oblisationsg be fixed. 3But, she
did not «now of his wheresbouts; he was a travelling galesmen.

In the meantime, her child wae taken to the Children's
pivision of Jt. Joseph'’s Hospital., Upon admission to the hos-
nital, the child was examined. The report read that it had
been shamelesely reglected and wae in a very bad condition.

Two days after the girl called st the Buresu, the direct-
regs of the Friendship Home anewsered a lons distance televhone
call for the girl. The girl had juet stepned out. It was s
man c«lling her, and sirce she was not in, he loft the long

digtance telenhone number, asking that the girl c¢all him.
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The directress recalled, that just a moment before the girl
had written a letter and addresced the same to a man of the
city mentioned in the long distance televhone call. This
informstion, leading vossibly to the whereaboutls of the alle-
ged father, was at once sent to the Buresau. The Bureau in-
structed the airectiress not to deliver ithe telephore mescage.

The Director hurried to the Distriet :ttorney’s office
in the c¢ity irom which tne c¢all was reported. The whole case
was presented to him and he promised to co-operate with the
Bureau and at once, would have the alleged father come to the
ofrice and would try to arrange a setilement,

The following dsy, the District Attorney of sald city
informed the BDureau by mail that he talked with the allered
father in the office.

A fow days later another letter was senmt to the Purean
by the Distrioct Attorney, saying that the man had left for
I'ilwaucee, promising to eall on the Director of the Bureau;
that, he admitted relations with the girl, but at the same
time eleimed, that others, ineluding high-sehool students in
his own town were also involved.

A week later the directress of the iFriendshin Home oalled
the Bureau saying, that the alleged father had been in ! 1lwaukees
for Bome time. The girl admitted to the directress that she
again was intimate with him; that she was sseing him in his
room. she confessed that she had gone to the man's room as
his wife. The girl was out a great deal and wss beconming s
trouble-muker when in the house. She had not worked more than
a4 week during the whole time she had been at the Friemdship

Home.
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The man did not ocall &t the Purean, efen though he had
promiced to dc so to the District Attorney of his city.

Shortly after the report of the ‘riendcship Home, the Dis-
triot Attorney cf that city brought the alleged husband to
llilwaukee. The whole matier wane discussed in the District :ttor-
ney's office in Vilwaukee. It was agreed that the man pay
2600 for the child. The money was to be nlaced with the Coun-
ty Poor Office and monthly vayments were to be made to the
3t. Joseph's Hospital through the Catholie Hoeisl “elfare RBu-
rean. The Distriet ittorney of iilwaunkee instructed the nan
that if he did not keep away from the girl he would be picked
un again, on an adultery charge inasrmich a8 he was a married
man.

Chooging 8 Different “nvironment.

A conference w:ezs held at the Buresu with the directress
of the Priendship Home. It was decided that the girl should
not room at the riendship Home any longer. Her behaviour
was bringing about a bad influence on snd breaking the morale
of the other girls in the hone.

The girl was given sddresses of several plases c¢f employ-
ment and ﬁaa slso told that ghe would have to find work before
the next week, as she ocould no iangor stay at the home. ilso,
a place to stay was recommended her.

The next day the girl fourd work, and nrepared to move.
But she refused to go to the home recommended. She said, she
was through with every one and was golng straight without any-
one's help. However, being in need of money she borrowed some
from the directress, to oay for her room in sdvance, rgiving

the address of her new home.
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Two days later, & social worker of the *riendshin Tome
‘¢ealled at the Buresu. This soeisl worker was very much inter-
ested in the girl an¢ thought she conld do ruch good for her.
It wag decided to let her try and she wag glven anthority by
the Burcvau to do what she could for the girl.

She visited the zirl and nad the girl visgit her. "he
soeinl worker cslled at the Bureau and explained that the home
of the gzirl was not satisfactory. The peonle there were make
ing moonshine. Jhe sald she «<new a family in a town not so
far from Iilwauniiee, a certain Ir, and I're. A, who had done
work with delin uent girls, successfully too. The family might
be induced to take the girl into their home. Iirrangementg were
made to have kr, and irs. A. call at the Bureau to meet the girl
and talk things over.

The conference took place in the office ac arrsnged. Tat-
ters were explained. .1t the same time the father of her child
called at the Bureau. ile learned that the girl had written
several checks signed with his name, with »refix--"¥rs.” on
them., He came to the Bureau to meet the girl to find out how
many checks she had go written and for what amounts. The girl
told the truth. He promised to settle these checks. The man
was t0ld and with emphsgis, that in order to sveid Tuture trou-
ble about checks, to cummunicate only with the Buresu. The
Bureau did not worry so much about the checiks, bul suspected
that the girl used this scheme to become again intimate with
the man.

The girl left with &r. and lirs. A for their home. lLater,
2 letter was sent to the Bureau zs follows:

"She hag no thougnts of interfering with the pnro-
per course of handling her child. s she under-
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stands it, when the time comegs for the child to
be taken from the hospitsl, he will be placed in
2 home, and adorted out when he ig 5ld enough to
be mentally tested, four or five years, and 1§
he »roves to be normal. J3he has no intention of
brea.ing over the regulsar procedure.
There hasg heen gome advantage in her Yeing at
present entirely away from her orevious associa-
tiong and also in being ir the home vhere, during
her leisure time, she is constantly under the
guvervigion of krs. 4. 30 far she has Lept per-
fectly straight, and I think, has s strong deter-
mination to do right. On the whole, we are yuite
encouraged about her.
Let me slso say that we respect the religioug gi-
tuation, and serunulously avoid any irnfluence that
might draw her away from the Catholie Churech.
Agsuring you again of our co-operation, I am

Very truly yours,
¥r. A."

Several times the girl came to killwankee t0 zee her bsby.
She first called on the sccisl worker of the Friendship Home
and with her made the vigits. ¥"henever the girl came %o
¥ilwaunkee, she wag eccompanied by the worker to the home of
the supervisor of the Catholie 3oecirl Welfsre Rureau. The
girl wae always neatly dressed, c¢lean, snd looked very well.
3he sald that she wos attending a vocational school,taking
un a ecommercial course; working part time, after school,
earning some wages. The girl felt proud of her efforts snd
suecess in her school work.

Later, the girl decided to do full time work, feeling
sure of her ability. But it was impossible to obtain any kind
of work in the town where she was staying. So lrs. A thought
it begt to have the girl coms to lVlilweukee to find work and
to stay. krs. A found a suiltable nlace in !'ilwaukec for the

girl to live, and advanced her first week's board and room.
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The Bureau made arrangements for the sirl to apply for work
in ope of the biz establishments in Vilwsuiee. But the girl
failed in getting the Jjob, admitting, she haa}not tried very
hard to get it. ©Other places were recommended.

Later, the zirl wes called to the office of the Bureau.
The supervisgor ssked what plans she had for the baby's future.
The girl had been thinzing the natter over, and felt that some-
thing ought to be done for her baby. She askied the supervisor
for adviee for she rezlized thsat she cculd rnot give the baby
5 home. The gupervisor suggested the vplseing of the baby for
sdoption. The gzirl decided to csll Vr. and lre. i, with whom
she had been gtaying. lr. snd lrs. A ingtructed her to do
whatever the Catholic Sooial Welfare Burean advised, adding,
that Lr. A would be in !'ilwaukee to disouse the matter further.

The girl signed the relesse of her baby to the Catholie
Soeial Welfare Bureauw. Ir. A was presepnt. The baby was al-
resdy too big to be kent st the Infant's Department of 5t.
Jogeph's Hospital, so it wss removed by the Bureau, which now
was responsible for the ehild, to a bosrding home, with pro-
per feesding instructicns given by the hospital. The last pay-
ment for the baby's board at the hospital w: e pald by the
Bureua.

The balsance of the settlement money was checked up at
the County »oor Office. (nly .85 was the balance left for the
child. 'Yhen the final check was received by the Burcau from
the office, a renort was sent as to the disvosal of the monaey,
to the State Boaurd of Control.

In the meantime, the Buresu investigated a few homes, in

order to place the child for sdoption. The home boarding the
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¢hild temporarily oslled the Bursau and asked whether the
ehild could be placed for adontion with their relative, who
lives in.illinois. The Bureau answered that it was not their
policy to ulace ehildren for adoption snywhere outside of the
3tate. A Protestant family called the Bureau agking to adont
the ehild and arcain the Bureau snswered, stating that it was
not thelr nolicy to »laece Catholie childréﬁ in non-Catholic
homes because of the danger of religious nerversion.

The Bureau finslly sueceeded in placing the child for
adoption in a Catholic home, after a satisfaectory trial of
six months. 4ill necessary legal papers were nronerly signed.

Por a few months the Buresu had no word from the girl.
Finally she called with the news that che had been for s week's
vacation during the summer months with 'r. and !rs. i and at
present she was not working. She was gtayine at the Tethodist
Deaconess Home in lLilwauxes.

ir. and krs. & wrote to the Bureau concerning the girl.
The letter was as follows:

"{The girl) is not with us now but has gone to

Filwaukee to look for work. Yrs. A and I have

done what we gould to help her and we hope that

she may get along nicely, maintain a proner life,

and do good work. At the same time, it scems

best to say that we are not in any way resnon-

sible for t¥he girl ) or for what she may do."

About this time, the County loor Office of Yilwaukee,
informed the Bureau of a notice that appeared in a newspaper
in the home town of the man who naid the settlement money.

The notice 1n the newspaper read as follows:
"] wish to inform the public that lr.......
{the alleged father) is eompletely innocent

of the charpes brought srainst hin on.....
{date)."
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This notice was sligned in her own name zsnd was sworn out
before a notary publie.

The notice was like a thunderbolt from a elear s8ky. He-
habilitation of the girl seemed practically compnlete. The
case with all its eom:licstions was asctually closed. Suddenly,
a8 though an outburst of a tortured eonscienee, & public con-
fegssion was made. “hat was the reason forlthis nmublic state-
ment? It was not an outburst of a tortured conscience, for no
. injustice was done to the man by the girl.

The public statement was a scheme which she used to save
the good neme of the man. He was married, and no doubt, his
- relations to the zirl hecame imown not only to his wife and
family, but also to the community. Zvidently, the girl must
have been induced to make the nublie statement in order to nbh-
golve the man from guilt so that he may enjoy his good name
at home and in his community.

3ix months after the notice apneared, the girl was living
in a delapidated apartment home in Nilwaukee, suffering from
an scute case of tonslitis. HNotice of her condition eame to
the Bureau from the County Poor Office. The Buresau made ar-
rangements at the larquette University Dispensary for hospi-
tsl care, where she was admitted to one of the warde as a
charity case.

Having recunerated, the girl ecame to the Buresu. Thse
supervisor of .the Bureau showed her a letter from }r. and Nrs.
A with whom she stayed for some time. The family stated in
the letter that they wished to see the girl after she should
be dismissed from the hospital., The girl decided to see Kr.
and Mrs. A thinking they might have gome suggestions to make.
The suvervisor of the Bureau told the girl that should the

family have no plans for her, sarrangemente would be made at
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the Priendship Home.
A few days later, the sriendship Home informed the Bureau
that the girl wes working at the Gimbel's Deoartment Store and

was living at the Calaroga Home.



103.
rart I1.

Problems in the Case.

One of the outstanding probleme in this case is the inte-
gration of the girl's charascter and s choosing of a »roper en-
vironment to attain this objective.

The first sten 1n ocharacter rebuilding is the ressteblish-
ing or continuing of the girl's contact with her family.

"Experience has taught that in the majority of

cases reestablishing or sontinuing the girl's

contuct with her family is of great value in

assisting the girl to adjust hersgelf, to »nre-

vent a recurrence of her trouble, and to make

a better plan for the baby. Therefore, it seenms

wise to urge every unmarried mother to communi-

cate with some responsible member of her family."(1l)

As a starting point, making for rehabilitation of the girl,
efforts of the Bureau were directed towsrd the establishment of
contaet with the girl's foster parents. This was attempted by
her friend in Illinois and the Director of the Bureau. 3But,
under the cireunmstancs., eontact of the zirl with ner foster
parents was impossible for the present. There were obstacles
and difficulties. The girl had a bad reputation in the commu-
nity. she did not aporeciaste the care her foster narents were
ziving her first ehild. 3She was spending leisure time with
bad aseoeiates and frivolous thoughtless youth, of low ideals
of 1life and low standards of morality. Her conduct wus dis-
orderly; she waeg malicious in lying; issued frasudulent checks;
looked for pleasure in forbidden things. (f a wek will she
begame. It was not hereditary immorality. UNor was ghe an
' irresnonaiﬁle victim of her environment. It was soyuired immo-
rality. OShe cared little for genuine training in moral powers,
in self-control, in capaeity for virtue &nd a virtuous life.
Resistance to temptation hud no meaning to her §pg*ﬁgﬂ_gqﬁgxu;
iY Wiiwankee Central Council of Sociaf Agencles, $_§Eﬂ§%%~_l

Program for the tonmarried Lother and ler Child,” op.cit., n. 4,
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way to hor carnci irgtinels thut they may nave Tull gway and
sheye Che tesd of a good time” Jor ner wog maagured by Lhe
goportunity Jor lumorality. nd wvhatl agersvated matters, tale

perverted wilii of hewra was elothed in & mature aliraetive body.

i
s

g hwmve & Tine dlasnusie of the girl's churscter avd the
proper remedy oy her rehabllilistion in the letter from nev
friend in illirncis. ler guvo lles in ohousing o diffcerent one
vironnent wnd o iher asscelstes that ghe may snend her icienve
tine mdvantasocusly and ln o wholesome munper; =nd in ar avoecl
4o higher ldswls nf life, in an appesl Lo velliplior that che
may, wilth the Lels of ivine Jruce, adjust nersely golrituanily.

Henabillitation wus bres.inr down when the wllersed iuluer
cung ol ileauiee., he girl bepan olainding him ag hepr mghsnd
ana wne very intinate.  2ut, waen the Higtriet ttorney, st the
time ¢f the settlement in hilg oiilce, threoatoned hin wiiln Are
rest on lhe ennrpe ol adnltery, il he d4id ret ieso nway Irom
the girl, the nan, thereu-crn, ceaged 1o ascocelste with her.

Jne zirl wag cort away from dlwankes 4o 2 wrlvate Tamily dolrg
woTs wilh daiiniu@mt #irly s¢ that uﬁﬁwr eontinual suicance

ane gurarvigion, she misqsht ey agein to readuszt her charss-
Lor.

strescing the Imortunce of the risht ind of environrent
fdr the pzirl thoat she zuy be Wotully removed frowm the lezches
whoe were guuuiny her doewn ull, wag the slleimnortarnt eclution
ir the rehubilitaticn of the wirl'e churucter.

B) on ordivary @ etiod of helziny an usrmarried »irl with
normal intellirense Lo keer ner buby is to nluse the zirl with
the buby in % -opition ut'gaﬁeral hougeworik. Dut this Ic not

always »nogeible =and suceh work for gueh ririg and undser guch
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conditions is hard to find.

Boarding homes are establiched in varioug cities for the
unmarried mother wherc she cen remain with her baby. .fler
the three months' nursing neriod is up, the unmarried mother
maey go cut to work during the uay, zeen»ing her baby in the
nursery of the boarding home. 3uch s mother is freed from the
care of her child during the day. Purthermore, such 2 board-
ing home has s splendid opnortunity to furnish supervised re-
creation to the girls avery evening of the week. There may
bbesome objection to herding such girls into a community of
this kind. 3ocial reproach may stigmatize enech =z community.

3bould there bo lacxing the nrover gunervision and con-
trol, the community may fall to the lowest level of immorality.

This objeoticn can be solved, 1f such a bosrding home
gives to its inmates some incentive for a wider education, to
keep their minds busy with other things and not on their emo-
tional exeitemsnt with sex experience. lany of the unmar-ied
mothers have little education, perhaeps no higheschool or voca-
tional training at sll., Here is the problem: How to crceate
interest in rore education, or in learning some trade or call-
ing.

Supervised recreation and education of sueh girls faci-
litatee rehsbilitation, However, is it this kind of sunervi-
sion, supervision In a boarding home, that will finally read-
just the girl into her former social status® Or, isnnot there
a yearning in the girl's hesrt, to return to her home, to her
mother, to be under her supervision? But, c¢an she returrn with
her ¢hild? If she does, will her mother be & help to her iIn

caring for the ehild? Here, an experienced and resourceful



106.
sooial worker nae & eplendid oniorturniity to use her giill in
adjusting tne glrl In ner family atatua; where ghe aciually
belongs. oshcouid i1 be necessary end should 1t be the only way
of having the 2irl 5t home with hor -mrsnts, the child sheuld
be »laced Loy sdortion. For alfter ail, if the girl does not
wich to nmarry tie {ather of her child, u com lete rehabilita-
tion of her churasitor cur best readh 1t perlsction whan she
returng home ¢ be urder the rpulidance apd su ervigior ¢f her
purentes. Lotoipg con gubstitute the ranctity snd intserity of
the heme. hen tho culld of the unmarried mother ig¢ ado-ted,
it suifers no irjuctice. 4in adopted child estublishes a rela-
tionghio with the adouting paronts and acyulrsg the same rishts
28 the other enildren of ﬁhe adcpting varente. ueh & ehild
gete a home, & Tather and mother, and "by order ¢if the court,
the nane of a?§§ 8 child may be chsnged to that ¢f the narents
by adoption.” } The fset ot 1te illegitimaey may, Jor alvoye,
be o gecret to the child.

C) It is important $o establish paternity in every case
ﬁGSQibie. caternity isc establiched thnt suswort of the child
va gecured. ‘nee palernity is establiiched, it assistsc the
rmether irn euring for her baby, of giving the child 4 legsl sta-
tus in cuge of futire non-support, Inheritance, ete., srd of
aoting ag u deterent to the futher.

The ectzblishment of wvaternity through a jury trisl in
the case just moted was not necessary. The alleped ful her ade-
mitted relaticrne with the ¢irl and agreed to nay the sum gti-
sulated by the Listrict Attorney, even though he clalmed that

others were also ivrvolved. 7The alleged fathor »aid '£00 in

1) #Wisconsin jtatutes, Vol. I., 3sc. 332.04. loec. cit., p. 79.
-

-
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lump setilenent. Had he refumed to pay, Jury trial would have
hegome necessary and the other mer involved would have to ap-
pear. This would have engountered the danger of publicity for
the alleged father. He was & parried man snd had a right to
keep his zood name with his fanily, nis wife and ehildren, 70
avoid red tape and puvlicity, he agresd to pay the setilsment
money. it was & smail awount for the care of the child bt
apain, not too big a price for his gul.t anc digorderly cone
duet with the girlz Jurely, no injustice was done to him.
Yihen the eivil law l)imaoaea obliration to gursort the child
on anyone of the fornicators, ine woman can demand from him
support for the ohild imposed by the Judge. Jueh a law ig
certalnly Jjuazt because it is enacted in favor of the child,
and booange the 1llicit relation oould msie anyore of them

the father,

1, ?01(1113' ﬁ" Se Ja, lLoc. eits!' De 44,
-
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Part I1II.
hecording the Child's Baptism and 3irth,.

A) The ohild of the pirl was baptized by s Catholiec iriest.
The baptism was recorded in the respective parish record hook.
How does the record read? Does it ocontain the name of the fa-
ther? All baptiems must be recorded; the recoris are publie

records. let ue see the regnulations of the Csatholie Church on

birth registration.

It is a grave obligation of the pastor of s parish to enter
caréfully and without delay, in the respective psrish book, the
comnlete record of the baptism of the child, i.e., the name of

the one baptized, the minister, the parents, the sponsors, the
(1!
date and place.

When it 1s & yuestion of baptizing an illegitimate child,
then there is another Chureh Law &8s to registration of such a
record. The law reads as follows:

"Ubi vero de illegitinisg filiis agatur, mstris
nomen egt inserendum, sl publice ejus nmaterni-
tas constet, vel ipsa snonte sua seripto vel
eoram duobus testibus id petat; item nomen pa-
tris, dummodo ipse s8nonte sua a parocho vel
seripto vel coram ducbus testibus id reyuirat,
vel ex publieo authentico documento sit notus;
in ceteris casibur insoribztur natus fulius pa-
tris ignoti vel ignotorum parentum.”(2)

In the Baptism of illegitimate children the

name of the mother is to be entered, if her

mo therhood is publiely known, or if she of her

own accord demands this either in writing or

before two witnesces. Also the name of the

father, provided he himself demands 1t either

in writing or bvefore two witnesses, or 1f he

be known from gome publie document. In all

other cases the ochild should be entered as one
whose father or narents are unknown. (Canon 777) (3)

1) Sabetti-Barrett, op. eit., n. 594, 0. 666,
2) Ibid., p. 594. To. 666,
3) #waywood, Stanislaus, C.P.l'., Op. cit. p. 155-159,
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The Canon ie elear. It needs no exwvlanation, 7he regis-
tration of the baptisn of ar illegitimate child is recorded as
the offsnring of an unkrown father, or uninown mother, or une
known parents. The name of the father, or the name of the mo-
ther, or the names of both, is recorded only when each One per-
sonally demands this in writirg or in the presence of two wit-
negseg; or, when the girl is »ibliely knowr as the mother, or
when the man nas admitted »aternity in eourt, or hisg »naternity
has been sstabliched througzh court asetion.

The girl is oubliely known as the mother, when she does not
or cannot make & secret of her transgression; or, when the case
is brought into court. i "publicum authenticum doecumentum”,
i.e., a3 public document, referred above irn the lancon, is &
publishable statement attested by recognized zuthority in wri-
ting.(l)

When such s child is brousht for baptism, no one should
be asked about its narents, if the fact it rnot -mblie. 1%
is 8 yuestion of boith judgment and delicacy in vhieh »astoral
prudence must guide and protest the rovd name of the unmarried
mother and of the father of the child.

The parish books are public recoris. Registration of il-
legitimate children together with the names of its father and
mother, when the fact is not pudlic, affects the resvutation
and gzood name of the parents. Such e purent can bring the
‘arish Priest into court on the charge of detraction or calum-
ny. It would also be a violstion of the eighth commandment
of God, a violation arainst Jjustice and charity.

The yuestion of divulging the secret of illegitimaecy is

the same as that of any other yuestlion affecting the renmutation

1) Baptiemal Record of Illegitimates. "The Heoclesiastieal
Review"™, Vol, LXII. No. 1., (January 19207, p. 91-92.
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of a8 third party. 1t may easily bve divaelged, but it binds;

and, if Lhe rame of the rwiher or both rarents e entered In

the records, unter the conditlions speciiied in the Csnon, then,

the pastor muset ~ake the soongors of the bantism swsre ol the

secrecy, whiceh binds under »aln of mortal sin.

B} “hat are the stundards of registration of 11l egitim

in the wvaricus statesy

1besn

Louise ve ‘over, of Lhe Juvenile :rotective ispoclation of

Ghicago, sald at the Chiospo idegionsl lonferernce:

"{e register the nalernity of prize cattle and hoge,
of thoroughbred norses and high-priced cats and
dogr, but we nuve allowed human dbeingzs who, through
ne fault of their own, were born out ol wedlock,

to go througn li7fe only helf registered. Ig it

not time to break away from the traditional point
of wview, which gongiders 1lleglitimate children only
in terms of their possible dependency on the 3tate,
and begln to treat them sas humen beingst" (1)

Rhe report of ime He Guilfoy, Ve De., registrar of reco
of tue New York Uity Devarinent of Health, reads as follows

"Today, i think, thal lhe physicians gend in cerii-
ficates of birtn in thesse cases (Illegiiinmate’.

I do not wvouch for the accurasey of the informstion
upon the certificates of birth, especialiy s to
names, & have no mezane of inyuiring ug to the
truth of the statenenis made uporn the certiiicates
of birth on file at our ofiice. Ve have no force
to find ou! whether these glatements are true or
not. 50 I have no doubt that at the rnresent tine
we are filing ir the department of health certifi-
cates whioh may contain misinformation ag 10 names,
ete,, of birtie that cecur in the city. I Lnow
that ynite a number of persons in trouble eocme from
puburban towng--come to the City of lew York and
enter cur ingtitutions and give fslse names, snd
that those names are ¢n record asg thelr true nranes
dowr 8t the department of health.”

Tis
(2)

.
.

There are gocisl workers who say that 1t should be rade

lawful for the exvectiant mother to agsume s fictitious name

for

the -urpose of vesistration and resort, in order not to expose

ner identity. it is & practice among pregnant girls, uron

1] "Standards of .esal .roLecLion 10r Ghiidrem Jorn (ut of
‘.‘GGIOOKT{, On. 011.. MNe H4-bb.
53) IE{KQ' Te 114.
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entering a2 hoepital, to represent themselves ss married wonen.

The Yiscongin 3tatute pu?iﬁhes guch & falsificeation of records
1
by imprisonment or fine.

"Sec. J48.5b. Any officer or other person whose
duty it shall be by law to return or certify to
the register of deeds any blrth, marriage or
death occuring within this state, who shall re-
fuse or wilfully neglect to make such return as
required by law, or who shall knowlngly meke any
false return or certificate thereof, or any regis-
ter of deede who shall refuse or wilfully neglect
to make or cause to be made the true entry, or who
shall wilfully make or csuse to be made a false
entry thereof in his books or registration shall
be punished by imprisonment in the County Jsil for
not more than six ronths or by fine not exceeding
one hundred dollars.”

The Wisoonsin 3Statute demands the repistration of illegl-
timate chlldren. How is ihe registration recorded? The vital
statistics law of 1927 provides that where in bastardy proceed-
ings the patermity of a child is determined, the e¢hild shall
be given in the birth renort the name of the father. The law
aloo implies, although it ip not expressed, that the father's
name shall be the lsgal name of the child. Ctherwise, the
child 18 recorded, simply as illegitimate.

"3ec., 69.28. {21) If child is born out of wed-

lock ond thereafter proceedings are had under the

Froviaiona of seotions 166.01 to 166.16 inclusive

bastardy proceedings) of the statutes, and in

such procesdings the paternity of such child de=-

termined, such child chall be given the name of
guch father in suid report. (2)

The lew York State j.aw rejuires that the bdirth of a child
pe recorded as leglitimate or illegitimate, and alao the fnll
name 0f the father is put on the record.

In Horth Carolina, the name of the reputed father cannot

be entered on record without his eonsernt, but other information

1) visoconsin 3tatutes, Vol. I., op. cit., n. 2351,
2) Ibid.. Pe 8300
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regarding him may be entered.

In Horth Dakots, every child is by law the legitimate child
of its natursal parents, and the surname ¢f the c¢hild is that of
its father.

In Fissouri, all faets that the mother may be able to give
about the man whom she claims is the father of the child, are
comnletely sunnressed.

In the Distriet of Columbia, the law makes it ontional for
the physieian or midwife, in case the baby horn is illegitirmate
to include on the hirth sertificate any facts that might lead
to the identity of the father, mother or child.

The City of Chicago has an ordinance to this effect, that,
any patient in a maternity home may file her name and address
ard that of the {ather of the prospective'chilé and certain
additional facts, all of which shall be kept in & scscret re-
cord to which no vperson sxeept officials and employecs of the
Department of :desalth have aeccess, unless by order of a court
of competent Jjurisdiction.

In linresota, the name of the father is entered, only sub-
seyuent to his convietion in court.

The pructicability of legislation reguiriﬁg that the ehild
bear the name of the father, or, that the nume of the father
should in all instances be put on record, is ,uectionable. Is
it for the good of the child? Such & legal record would nake
known the ehild'eg illiegitimaey, if the child lives with its
mother. The unmarried nmother has no right to the father's
name. 4nd should the child have a different name, or should
a publiec record show the child that its father's name is

different from ite mother's, & problem arises which we surely
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are desirous to avold. For, the normal legal relation bvetween
parent and child involves the social fourdsation of a lawful
or de faectc marriags.

Again, the practiesl conseyuences of assimilating the sta-
tus of an illegitimate’ehild to that of a legitimate child are
also limited. Should laws be made to this effeet, then legigs-
lation is attempting to change social econditions and concepts

of the status of marrisage.
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rart IV.

Reletion gg the .arish ’‘riest 32 the Bureau.

With the recont develovrment of the latholie Dioecesar Cha-
rities eyuinred ith well-trained and oflicient administrators
and workers, the pagtor is relieved of handling baffling cases
alone. One featnre of work of the Catholic Dioceesan Charities
is {llegitimuey. “ach cuse is handled with the asrurance of
better cure znd treatment than that whieh the nastor, in his
gapucity cen give. 11 the facilities whieh & community af-
fords sre, each in iis pnroper time, dronght to the girl’'s assig-~
tance. Mor this resson, a oase working agency is in & better
nogition than the pastor to handle the problem more efficiently.

In the Catholie¢ Chureh, therefore, the problem of illegi-
timacy haes taken o wider social aspect. The o0ld way of hand-
ling such cases has shifted. The arrangementis sre no longer
between the parish priest and the delinjuent parties solely.
Today, plans of treatment of cases are worked out through co-
operation between the parish priest and the Catholic Diocesan
Charities, making for better care and follow ur in each aase
of illegitinmaoy.

As poon as the Dlocesan Agency takes hold of a case, the
reéponaibilities of the parish priest are shifted to the agen-
¢cy. The ageney becomes fully responsible for the girl conti-
nuously from that time until & final vermanent plan has been
worked out.

The Diocesan Agency makes no reporis to the respective
parish oriest on cases of illegitimacy in their parish. Re-
cords of the agency are kept secret. Io informsation is given

to & parish priest even though he call at the office of the
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Bureau to ssk about & particular case in his parish. To in-
formation is given him exeept he himself referred the case to
the Bursau. The writer has experienced this faet in his dea-
1ings with and in bhis eases presented to the Bureau. Should
the Diocesan Agency reed the help of any parish priest, one
of the workers calls on him to obtain whatever 1is necessary.

Concerning the pa?i?h priest, the ilwaukee Conference

1

on Illegitimecy reads:

"In attempting to assist the unmarried mother,

the influence of religion should not be over-

looked. Therefore, an effort should be made

to enlist the services of the girl's pastor,

or some other properly authorized representa-
tive of her religions faith."

1) Milwaukee Central Courncil of Social Agencies,

"A Community Program for the Unmarried Lother and Eer Child,"

op. c¢it., p. 4.
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rart V.

Civil Farriage Coniracted by Catholics.

When the girl informed the Bureau oI her marriage in
Waukegan, Illinoie, at her first interview in the offiee of
the Direotor, the Bureau was very anxious to verify that mar;
riasge. The girl, being Catholic, was not considered as —ar-
ried by the Catholie Chureh. 3uch is the Canon Law of the
Chureh. It does not recognize civil marriages when contracted

by a Catholie or Gatholie?.)
1 .
"Those marriages only &are valid which are contrac-.
ted either before the pastor or the Ordinary of
the place, or a priest delepated by eithsr, =nd
at least two witnesses.” (Canon 1094)

To the form of marriage as demanded by the preceding Canon

{2)
are held:

"1) All persmons havtized in the Catholie Church,
snd converis to the Church from heresy or schism,
though the first mentioned as well as the con-
verts should afterwards have fallen away, 1i{ they
contract marrisge among themselves.,

2) Catholiecs, us descoribed in the .oregoing para-
graph, who marry non-Catholies, either baptized
or unbaptized, even after they have obtained a
dispensstion from disparity o1 cult, or mixed re-
ligion. (Cf. above. v. 63, 8yy.)

3) Cetholies of Oriental Rites who msrry npersons
of the Latin Rite held to this form of marrisge.
(Canon 1099%"

1) @oywod, Stanislsus, Hev., op. cit., p. 2214
2) Ibid., P 224.



CHAFTHER V.

A ®asble-minded, Unmarried lother.

(Under Age)




117.
L‘rh&pt or V.

4 Peeble-ninded Unmarrisd .other.

Part 1.

Zregentstion of the Cage.

A married slster of the vregnant unmarried mother referred
the case to the Bursau, asiing for information and co-operation
ragarding confinement care. The pregnant girl was 16 years
0ld snd expeected to he eonfined in a oounle of wesks.

The delinyuent girl wog interviewed at hohe. 3he said
that at the moving pleture theatre ghe met s certiasin ¥r. %.

e took her home, even though they had never met bvefore. That
night they had illicit sexusl relstions. She had pot seer him
gince, but her married sicter spoke to him. He promised her
sister to make u# setilement. A date was set. He failed to
appear. The sister knew the addresse of the allesed Ifather of
the child.

The mother of the girl spoke very highly of the married
slgter, saying that she had been a gresl helyp 1o ther in this :
trouble, and for this, they wore greatly indebted to her and
her husband.

The fanily was Catholic and were active members of the
Gatholle congregation nenrby. The girl, however, has never
attended a Catholie parochial sehool,

Arrangemsnts were made alt once with the 'ilwauzee #eslth
Department for the dassermann and the Gonorrhoea Condition
tests. These tests are reyuired by some hogpitsals me n con-
dition of entry. Theresiter the girl was accompanied to the

¥isericordia Hospital for confinement care.

The married sister called at the Buresu. 3he gave the
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information that the family would not keep the baby :nd were
veory anxiong about making arrangements to digvose of it by
sdontion. This matter could rnot be discussed at the time. It
i1s & poliey of the Bureau to assgure an opnrortunity to every
mother to keep her bhaby, unlegs, after a1l other nlans have
been eongidered for the baby, it becomes recesgsary to release
the baby for adOptiOﬂ.(l’ Before the sister left the c¢ffige,
she said, that the mother «f the girl would way the hogpital
bill in s few days.

Later, the.sistor wag interviewed at home, She asked the
worker what to do sbout getting in toueh with the aslleged fa-
ther. A couple of months ago, she had been to see the Distriect
Attorney about the matter. He was & personal friend of the
family. OShe was adviged to weit until the haby wre born. The
child wag already born. The social worker suggested waiting
a little longer until the girl would be able to be up to sccom-
nany them to the District ittorney's office. Since the girl
wag very lonesome at the hospital, the sister suggested having
the girl stay with her at her home. The worker admitted that
hers wag a nice home and that the delinyuent zirl would pro-
bably be able to give the baby good care thers, but no promi-
ges could be made as the matter would have to be takien up with
the Lilwaukee Haélth Department. The worker thought that the
best thing for the‘delinquent girl to do, and this at the end
of the threc months' nursing period, would be to put the baby
in & boarding home, under the control of the Juvenile Protec-
tive Association. A delasy of three months would allow the
delinyuent girl a chance to plan for herself. The sister
agreed with the sociel worker, saying, that she wanted to do

the best thing for the girl.
1) ¥ilwaucee %entral Couneil of 3Joclal Agencles, 10C.
Git. ’po 83‘
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The worker interviewed the girl &t the hospital. The girl
was guite cheerful, although rather lonesome. She liked her
baby. The baby was baptized in the hospital by the attending
chaplain, a Jesuit Pather.

A ocouple of weeks later, the hospital informed the Bureau
that the girl, notwithstanding explanations and kind words, was
refusing to eat, and as a result, her baby was losing wel ght,
The worker called on the girl and tried to explain that not eat-
ing had a bad effect on the baby; but she did not seem to under-
gtand at all. She seemed to be very c¢hildish and immature.

A week later, the worker called on the girl again. The
girl had been eating more, and the bady was gaining. 3eemed
to be guite cheerful, always in a sitting pogition, staring into
spsce: and when spoken to, smiled rather vacantly.

The delinyuent girl, her sister, and the socisl worker came
to the District Attorney's office. The girl was yuestioned very.
closely by the District Attorney sbout her acquesintance with
the alleged father. She told her story, that she met him at
the moving picture theatre, and that he had taken her home;
that night, she had relations with him, although she had never
geen him before. Also admitted meeting him two weeks later,
and had relations with him again. No other men were involved,
she declared. Upon yuestioning, she admitted masturbastion. A
warrant was issued by the District Attorney for the arrest of
the alleged father. All were asked to come to the office of
the Distriet Attorney the next morning.

The alleged father was arrested. He confessed, but
clained thatl there were others involved, having mentioned the
names O0f two men. The girl was yuestioneé by the District
Attorney about the two men. The day before, she declsared,

that no others were involved. Being guestioned severely, she
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admitted relations with them. The Distriet Attormey repriman-
ded her for lying to him the day before. She began to ery,
not for shame at wrong doing, but because she was caught =2t
lying, at least it so appeared to the worker. The alleged
father was now called into the office of the Distriet Attor-
ney, to repeat his story so that all might hear it; and that
the worker mirht be & witness at the trial, if necessary. The
man admitted relations with the girl on two different occasions,
giving the exact dates.

The girl had no idea of the dates when she had relations
with the other two men; nnd was unable to gsive any information
unon questioning. The District Attorney said, that there might
be some doubt as to naternity. He asked the woriker to help
the girl recall the dates. A warrant was issuned for the arrest
of the other two men.

Later, the worker talked with the girl alone. 3he ad-~
mitted that there were several men involved, but d4id not know
thelir names, except of two, whose names ghe disclosed. These
two men were not those mentioned by the alleged father. How-
ever, she could not recall the dates; could not reeall any
dates, even with the other, and had no idea of the number of
times.

The married sister was very much shocked to find out what
her sister had done, and said that she never would have brought
the case into court if she had suspected the truth.

The Distriet ittorney made arrangements with the 'ilwaukee
Yental Hygliene Clinie for an examination of the girl, in order
to determine her mentality before going on with the nrosecu-

tion.



121, -

The worker made an outline of the soeial history of the
c&g8e., She called on the girl's mother for more ade,uate in-
formation. The mother wag co-operative., Then, the worker
ealled =t the sehool which the girl stiended for her record.
She also eslled at the 'igsricordis Hospital for the birth re-
cord of the ehild to determire whether it wae & normsl haoby
and whether it had any neculisrities.

he outlire of the case was writtem nr and n»nresented to
the Yilwaukee Zounty Dispensery, before the mentsl teet took
place,

After the mentsl examiﬁation was comnleted, the ! ilwsukee
sounty Disnensary cent the report to the Bureau, s follows:

"Phyeieal: 5lirhtly under height. ¥Yormal rutri-
tion. Good strength and posture. Thyroid slirhtly
enlarged, und several teeth slightly crricmng.
Rapid heart action.

Kentral: Defective mentality. rerformance eonsig-
tently low. .oor lesirning ability, noor motor
control. Inadeyuate grasp of general knowledge.
Slow in comprshension. attention fairly well sus-
tained. Very slow rate of reaction. Yesponses
partialiy reflective. J\verage willingness, dut
only fair effort. . uiet, sluggish, agreeable,
rather responsive, somewhat gilly, yuite indiffe-
rent, immsture and naive. KReported by sister as
heing lazy, selfish, impudent, untruthful, affec~
tionate at times, not gregarious.

Provlem: Determination of mentality.

Background: {a) Heredity; 3Zntirely negative., (D)
NDevelopmental: somewhat retarded in walking and
talking, Jevere illness at the age of meven. (c)
Habite: vory restless sleeper. Pugsy and irregu-
lar about eating. Bites naile and fingers. Yastur-
bation admitted. (d) Home conditions: nhysiesl con-
ditions good, but eontrol guite lax.

Conelusions: Girl's conduct is easily exnlain-
able when cne notez the depree of mental incapascity.
She is so defeective as to constitute a meance to
horgelf and to the community. Inless she is nlaced
under ocustody snd suvervision, she is yuite likely
to get into further trouble. :arents' control has
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been g0 lusndegusate ag to make it out of the
question for her to remair howne. ould suppest
Houge of Good shepherd or commitiment to a
feeble-ninded institution.”™

Court setion.

The girl became very confused on th@ witnees otand, did
not seem to know what she was saying. The jury found the al-
leged father guilty, but sentence wag deferrsed until the trial
of the two men mentioned by the aslleged futher. The first one
pleaded guilty; hisg eentence wag deferred. The other had =
trial snd was not found guilty. The girl's tectimony was very
poor, and crosgs-examination showed her low mentslity.

The serntence or the slleged father and the other mun was
deferred until the judre had time to thiri the matter ovser.

The lunicipal Court renorted the case to the Juvenile
Court, that they mizht file s petition for the delin,ueney of
the girl. 3he was under age, being only 16 years cld. The
Juvenile Court called the Catholie 3ociasl ‘elfare Bureau to
bring informaticn about the girl. Two petitions were filed
at once: one for the girl, =nd one for the bhuby.

Trisl of the girl and baby was held secain, this time in
the Juvenile Court. It was deoided to commit the child to
the County Home for dependent e¢hildren, and this, nermasnently.
The girl was committed to the louse of Good Shepherd, with
the nnderstanding that she should be remove: to another insti-
tution, if she became at all troublesome.

The family wns greatly disturbed ahout the committment
and tried to have the girl sent home on nrobation. It scemed,
they d4id not understand the situation st all; nor the renort
of the i'ental Yygiene Cliniec.

The warried sister ealled on the Distriet -ttormey, who
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wag a personal friend of ths family. Thereupon, the zirl and
baby were allowed to go homa. The Juvenile rrotective /zso-

elation followed un the cage.
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A Study of the use.

In the case and treatment of the case yuoted, we have an
example of bad casge work. Diagnosis of the cape was wrong.

"he problem was fesble-nindadness. The nregnant unmarriesd mo-
ther was an imbecils, an easy »rey of lust. Ier ehild sbout
to be born, had the germ 0f posesible hereditary imbeeility.
Thig faet was the inportant gtarting-point in the handline of
the case. Hence, neglect of the neoessary mentsal examivation
st the time when the case wag reported to the Burean, nmeant
Just so muech wested effort. The worker had enough cues to yues-
tion the girl's mentslity. Investigétian into the social hig-
tory of the girl and family, her school record, her conduct
sinoe ghe left school, would determine in the very beginning,
another aporoach to the care of the girl with & view to reha-
hilitation; and plans for the baby would receive a more adee-
suate conglderstion,

The ropori of the Vilwaukee County Dispensary revealed
her imbecility: "She ie so defeotive a8 to constitute a mensce
to herself and to the community.” Her rehabilitation, thers-
fore, depended on segregatiocn and commitment tc an Institu-
tion, to be undor continual oustody and surervislion. Fo amount
of instruction in gelf-control and In sex-aifairs could bring
abeut & rehabilitation of guch a defective. The reagoning faw
culty of such a one cannot function mormally. Should an ocea-
gion arouse the lower passions, the paselons are beyond cone
trol. The powers of the flesh reign suvreme in the mentally
defective. It is necessary, therefore, to control their envi-

ronnment, to remove what may be an ocecasion of sin for them.
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This is socomplished by segregation.

Whether a c¢hild of a feeble-minded mother should be com-
mited to a home for dependent childrem is ,uestionable. It
depends on the physical and wmental eondition of such a child.
If, upon an examination no defects are present, such a child
should be given & chance of baiﬁg brought un in home surround-
ings. It should be bosrded out or adopted., Should any de~
fects show themselves luater, the e¢hild cmn then be placed in
a publie institution caring for such defeetive children.

Betablishing naternity in the case yuoted wag an casy
matter. The man admitted his guilt, and made arrangements with
the girl's married sister to come to some agreement. This was
planned before the case was brought to the Bureau., It was not
the important problem in the oase.

Care of Heeble-minded,

Feeble-mindodness is hereditary and a contributory cause
of immorality.

There is much agitation sbout the oare of the fecble-minded.
3ome believe only in institutional eare, irrespective of the
degreo of feeble-mindedness, These would like to see our pu-
blio and private institutions filled to capaecity. There are
others, sarain, who believe that many of these vases can be pro-
perly cared for in the home of the parents.

In regard to the care of the mentally(h?ndieapped, the
1
Standards of Child Welfare, suggests that,

"In suitable eases, parents should be allowed to
have the custody of their child, with the under-
standing that he s8hall be properly ocared for and
protected during his life, that he shall not be
allowed to become immoral or eoriminal, and that
he shall be prevented from psrenthood. Vhenever
the parents or friends are unwilling or incapable
of performing these duties, the law should provide

1Y Fernald, ‘alter, 5. = A gtate Program for the Care o0f the
Mentally Lefective. "8$@ndards 0of Child Yelfare"” on.cit.,p.401.
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that he shall be foreibly plaead in an in%titu—
tion, or otherwise safeguarded.”

It is a duty of the State to care for these dbut only then,
when the home 1s unwilling or unsable to do so. The home is
sacred,with rights and obligastions. The State steps in, when
the rights and obligations of the home are in danger, to pro-
tect the helpless and innocent. Also, to help develop in each
individusl his capacity and persomality to the utmost, (1)

l !

To yuote again from the Standards of Child Welfare:

"Each State.....should make adequate provision for

suoch mentall defective shildren as reyuire insti-

tutional care and provide special sehools or

classes with yuslified tesachers and adeynate

equipment for such defective shildren as may be

properly cared for outside of institutions.

Custodial care in institutions for feeble-minded

ehildren should not be resorted to until after

due consideration of the possibility of sdjust-

ment within the community.”

The keynote to a practical program for the proper care of
mentul defectives, is spesial educstion. The defeotive child
is entitled more than a normal child to education becaunse of
its greater needs and limited capacity. This cannot be done
in our ordinary schocls. Speoisl classes or inatitutional
schools should be ostablished. A special course of study should
be outlined, and the necessary ejuipment of school materials
for these special school classes should be furnished. The
State Board of REducation should prepsare sultable text books
for these éétectivas;'and a manual for teachers should be care-
fully prepsared, deseribing the methods of training and manage-
ment of the defeoctive child. Normal schools for training tea-
chers should vut into their curriculum, a course in tesaching

defectives, how to recognize probable cases of mental defect,

1) Fernald, Walter, B., op. cit., p. 443,
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80 that the student in training may have a general ides as to
the training and disceinline of sueh children. The 3tate Board
of Eduecation should also prepare a series of literature for
the use of parents of feeble-minded children. This literature
should oontain special articles for young boys, for young girls,
for older boys, for older girls, and for other groups. The
panphlets and manuslg should inform the narents of the limits-
tiomsof these children in the way of scholastic acyuirements;
emphasis should be <laced on the importance of the development
of habits of obedience und industry; on the necessary protec-
tion sgainst evil influeneces and companions during the forma-
tive period, and of the possible need of institutional care in
the future.

The point to stress in the care of the defective is this:
To give proper csre and training during the formative period
of life, while he or she is yet a child. This is to bs done
either at home with the special help of an attending teacher,
or by eonducting speeiasl classes for these in publiec schools;
or, a8 & last resort, by placing such & child in = 3tate in-
stitution. It is the neglected defective who makes trouble
later in 1life. Therefore, it is necescary to proteet sueh a
one from templation and evil associstions during his child-
hood, educate him by special methods to scyunire correct habits
of living; and when such & one has reached adult life, conti-
nue %o give him the help and guidance neoessary.

There are two itypes of feeble-minded perséns. rirst,
those in families who are capable of properly protecting, con-
troling and educsting their feeble-minded children. These

should not be confined to a public or private ingtitution.
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second, those whoge parents are unwilling or ineapable of
performing these duties toward such defectives, on aeccount of
their ignorance, or lack df moral snd religious standards,

or unwholesome customs, or other unfsvorable conditions of
environment. 7These must be segregated for institutionsl care,
for they may constitute & menace to themselves snd to the com-
munity.

In the care of the mentally defective, the deceptive prac-
tice of sterilization is gaining ground. There are two reasons
for this degentive practies. Pirsl, that defectives should
not perpetuate their decadent stock. Feeble-mindedness is
hereditary. 3econd, to deerease vice and immorality.

As to the first reason, sterilization is enitirely unneces-
sary. The effeet in view is attained if the degreec of imbe-
cility is grave and beyond control, by a ceomnlete sesregation
in some institution, and thereby removing all immoral or
other suggestions which may posgibly tempt them to suecumb to
their lower instinets,

Ag to the seeond reason, vice and immorality will not de-
crease by clerilization. In the first place, it will not cure
the feeble-minded from the mental defeect., Kcither will it Te-
form the imbecile. 4ind if such are allowed to return to their
community after sterilization, these degenerates will increase
vice and immorality. Women will not be safe from the attacks
of such men; feeble-minded girls will become the victime of
the lust of men; social disesse will spread, because sexual |
iife will be given full and free play, entslling no resnonci-
bilities intended by Kature and the Author of Nature. “hat

will be the conseyuence? Segregation will become necessary.
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Then why resort to unnecessary, uneffective, non-reformatory‘
methods when ultimately these must be segregated? Jepgregation
will sccomplish just that what is intended by_sterilization.

The State of ‘Wisconsin m?k?s 8 legal provision for the

1
sterilization-of defectives:
"Sec. 46.12. Sterilization of defectives: (3) If

such experts and superintendent unanimously find

that procreation is iInadvisable, it shall be lawe-

ful to perform such operation for the »nrevention

of procreation as shall be declided safest and most

effective; provided, however, that the opneration

shall not be performed except in such cases as are

authorized by the said bosard of control.

(4) Before such oneration shall be performed, it

shall be the duty of the state board of control

to give at least thirty days' notice in writing to

the husgband or wife, parent or guardian, if the same

shall be know, snd if unknown, to the person with

whom such inmate last resided.”

The Wisconsin 3tatute is unjust. The State may be justi-
fied in sterilizing mental defectives only then, when the
following conditions are present; PFirst, the number of mental
defectives and their degenerate, diseased, and dependent off-
apring is so great as to create a present or certainly imminent
danger to the common we%f?re; 3econd, when no other means of

5 .
protection is feasible.

The State of 'ilsconsin is not threatened with an imminent
onsweep of racial deterioration and of decadent stock. The
number of the mentally defective is often subject to exaggera-
tions. The well-being of gsoclety is far from being menaced by
the mentally defective. loreover, it is sufficient that these
degenerates be under supervision and control to prevent nerpe-
tuation of feeble-minded undesirables. Sterilization is not

necessary.

I) Wisconsin Statules, Vol. 1., Op. ¢it., p. 562.
2) Unjustified Sterilization, "The America” Vol. XXXVII. No. 5.
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(1)

Civil authority ocanrot Imuose sterlilization for public
well~being 1o orevent degenerate offsoring. The 3tate has no
Jurisdiction in sueh nmatters, pertaining to the founding of
family ties; and it is better for a degenerate offsoring ¢
be than not tc be. However, civil authority ean provide for
the future of such ehildren, snd this, indirectly omly. “The
3tate ie for the individual; not the‘iﬁ&ividu&l Tor the state.
srain, gterilizstion cannot be imposed =& a nunishment. Such
& punishment ig improner. And, in mary inastances, such a »u-
nighment is s deprivation whieh, in reslity, is desired and
often demandaed for further immorality and degeneraey.

S&betti-ﬂarrett,(2’axplain to us the tesching of the
Gatholic Chureh concerning sterilization.

Vagectony is an cperation v»erformed on men, by which the
testlicles are severed. It lg called perfect when both testi-
cles are severed. .ifter this operation is performed, the de-
sires of the flesh remain and the carnal ceopula can be secome
nlished as before, execent that the seed of the mar cannct be
ejected. Those who naxe such laws, desire solaly to vrevent
the birth of defective ehildren, namely, those which are not
desirable to the State. ..fter z case has been considered, and
judgment has been pasued by z legal ecmmigsion that there is
no probable ehance that the aripinal will imvrove, and that
procreation is undesirable , legal proceedings are gtarted
. to perform the o@eration which will hinder oroecreation. Then,
wihen all other ccnditicﬁs are taken care c¢f, the operstion is

performed. 3Such a luw ig unjust, the Catholie Chureh teaches,

1) Lehmkuhl, iugustine, Vol. I., op. c¢it. p. 405. 7o. 735.
2} 3abetti-Barrett, op. cit., p. 272-273. No. 267.
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because: (1) the danger is not threatenivg: chiliren do not
yet éxist, and if they did exist snd were educated in a Chrigtien
manner, the danger, very often, could be removed. (2) That
there are feeble-minded persons, the State is not free from
'all guilt, becanuse of its negligeneef The problem of the
mentally defective exists, because the State has neglected its
most sacred duty of offering these unfortunates a Christian
education. (3) We conecede that the State may lawfully do that
whioh 1s necessary for its conservation. However, it is not
necesgsary, that such sn operation be performed for the conser-
vation of the State. (4) If the patient would be treated in a
Christian manner, it would be saen'that there is not only =
probability but s great hope that he would improve. There are
many who, by this method, have been brought back to a better
moral excellence. {5) It is altogether eruel to let remain
the organ of the man with its violent desires; to let the
power remain of produecing a prolific seed and of nerforming
the same act, from which was taken away its sole purposgse and
power t 0 comnlete the aect, namely, thé ejection of the seed
snd the possibility of procreafion.

What is gaid of vasectomy is to be apnlied to ovariotomy
or QOphorectomm"which peftains to women.

%e mist not confuse therapeu%ie gsterilization with eu-
genioc sterilizsation. HNutilation of the body, such as exci-
gion of an organ, for the purpose of removing a serious patho-
logical condition of the member or any organ of the body, is
called thefapeutic gsterilization. This kird of sterilization
is allowed, whenever the general welfare of the body demands

it and the conditions are sufficiently grave to nermit such



132.

an operation.
"caam yuisyue sus sponte sivi infligere neyuit

nigi sit ad totum eorpus seu vitam eonservan-

dam necessaria." (1)

The 3tate is not concerned so much about therapeutic steri-
lization. It is eugenic sterilization that is of concern with
the State in the care and treatment of the defectives. ugenie
sterilization, aecording to the teashing of the Catholic Chureh,

is unlawful and unjust.

1) Lehmkuhl, Augustine, Vol. I., op. c¢it., ». 405. Fo. 73b.
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Part 111.

The Juvenile Court.

The case yuoted in this chapter illustrates a8 court zction
which should have been held only in the Juvenile Court. The
unmarried mother was undér age, a Jjuvenile delinyuent. Only
the Juvenile Court is socially equipped to deal with such cases
in a comstructive way for ihe safeguarding of such child-mothers.
And this children's court should have Jurisdietion over the pro-
ceedings against the alleged father. Imaginel! 4 16 year old
unmnarried mother going through the experience of a public trisl
in the lunicipal Court, crowded with strangers, to be search-
ingly crosc-examined, with a Jury to decide the trisl. 7o go
through sueh an ordesl is not to the eredit of the authorities;
it furthermore, does not protect and help sueh a young mother
to readjust her life, with this plcture of & Civil Court setion
haunting her 8 life~time, like the ghost of Banyuo.

Illegitimaoy is a ehlild welfsre problem. The center of
attention is the child vorm out of wedlock, the care and pro=-
teetion that should be afiorded such a child. Ivery illegiti-
magy oourt setion is primarily for the benefit of the children
born out of wedlock, which, through the handicap of their birth,
reyulire special protsetion. The ohild's welfare is the predo-
minant consideration, asscompanied by the responsibility of the
natural parents and the State. The nature of court action
should, therefore, be that of a ehild welfare action. This
child welfare action can properly be had only in the Juvenile
Court, which alone is eyuipped with a socialized staff to handle
the‘problem properly. '

In the procedure of illegitimaey caseg, it is ossential
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for the proteecticn and rehabilitation of the unmarried mother
and her ehild, that not only the evidence in the particular
case be 1lald before the court, but also the gurrounding facts
end ciroumstances, ineluding previous history of the child,
ite present social environment, and ite nhysicsl ard mentel
conditions. These facts are seeured by the probation officer

of the court. ¥He has the co-opsration of social sgencies desl-
ing with sush problems.

The }ilwankee study of the eare of children born ount of
wedlock proposes that all illegitimacy cases should he handled
only in the Juvenile Court.

"The purpose of the laws governing the sunnort

of ehildren borm out of wedlock should be pri-
marily to safeguard the interests of such chil-
dren.......sxelusive jurisdiction in e¢ases in-
volving the suprort of shildrem borm cut ¢f wed-
lock might well be lodged in the Juvenile Court,
and the definition of "dependent™ ohildren under
the Juvenile Court law msade to include children
born out of wedlock. In this court of soeinlized
experience and eguipment the mother could receive
the benefit of the help of the probation staff,
and particularly the assistance of woman officers™(1l)

Among the reocommendations proposed for State legislation
in Missouri dy the Children's Code Commission in 1917, the
method of court procedure was one of the propossls.

"That yuestions relating to the paternity and

support of such child be brought before the

Juvenile Court.” (2}

At the Chlesgo Hegional Conference, Jeannette RBates, giv-
ing 2 revort of the amendments to the Illinois Law, made this
statement as to sourt setion of illegitimacy cases:

"We succeeded in having eourt jurisdiction exten-

ded to courtsg handling juvenile sourt cases;

that we congidered rather a substantial advance.
Kow these oageg may be handled in the juvenile

1) "Illegitimacy a8 a Child-ielfare .roblLem"” raert Ilile

ODe cft.. Pe 40.
2) "3tendards of Legal rroteetion Por Children Born Cut

6? Wedlockﬂ; ODs Cit.. P ol.
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court branch of our eourts. In Illinocis, however,
the juvenile court has not execlusive Jjurisdiction
but only concurrent jurisdiction, so it has to
be made a matter of loecal arrangement with the
State's attorney, whether or not we can have cases
handled in the loesl juvenile a?u§t.” (1)
2
The Standards of Child “elfare also proposes, that all

11legitimacy cases should be handled in the Juvenile Court.
The preoposal reads as follows:

"The juvenile victims of sex offenses are with-
out adeynate protection against unnecessary pu-
blieity and further corruption in our courts.
To safeguard them, the jurisdicection of the juve-
nile court should be extended to deal with adnlt

" gex offenders against children, and all safe-
guards of that court be accorded to their victims.”

In the iinnesota study of illegitimscy and of the necessary
legal changes in sourt procedure, !'ildred Denneti ludgett pro-
poses & ologer relation of the wvarious courts handling each

cage, and that each court should have a ?ocialized staff and
3)

equipment, The propossal was as follows:

"The ordeal to which both the girl and the man

are subjected by the present method of trisl

in eourt deserves 2 severs indictment. Zven

when the Jjudges are care’ul to elear the court
room at both hearings the prosecution at present

is an experience from which a young girl may well
shrink. 7The whole orranization of the courts for
the handling of the problem of illegitimacy needs
revigion., 1t 18 olviously ineffieient to have
unmarried mothers pass through three different
courts. The preliminary hearing, the proceedings
to establish paternity, the commitment of the girl
or the child, the nonsupport aotion zgginst the
father, should &ll be handled by the same Judge;
or, if thig is impossible, each judge should have

a complete record of sll previous eourt aetion in
the case. lach judge, also should have at his
command the servicegof a trained investigator who
can seocure complete soeial data. 3uch a reorgani-
zation of the courts would improve the co-operation
betweon the ochild-welfare board and the court, and
by a division of labor acceptable to both mirht re-
lieve the child-welfare arents of some inveectigation,
allowing them to devote more time to constructive
aftercare of the girls.

1) "Standards of Legal Protection For Children Rorn Out OFf
»?edieck" ODe Qito. Ps oll.

2; "Standards of Child Welfare" op. cit., n. 443,

3) "Illegitimacy as & Child-Yeliare Problem” Part III.
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Chapter VI. -

The Consoiously Immoral Girl and Man.

Part 1.

Presentation of the Case.

An soctive oase of the Juvenile lrotective \ssociation was
given to the Catholic 3ocial velfare Buresu. It was an illegi=-
timacy case. The Buresu taok'charge of the case with the under-
standing that the cassz wsg to be returned tc the Juvenils .ro-
tective Associastion 1f, after the girl left the hocpital, there
should be further need of social work. This transfer took place
five years ago, in 1Y24. The case is still an zctive one, fur
fron being congiderod closged.

The girl in yuestion was Catholie. She nad given birth to
an illegitimate child, & baby boy, & little nore thun a year
ago. Comovlete records of the case were ir the oflice of the
Juvenile .rotective ..sgociation., Dlaternity was established in
¢ivil Court. The 2lleged father was ordered to nay 25.00 per
month for the bsby boy, until he hecomes 16 years of age. There-
1fter, the girl was oregnant with another illegitimate child.
The alleged father wus the father of the first baby boy. He
was 8atholis. The girl and man were single with no obstacle
or impediment to marrisge.

At ‘this point, the Catholic Soecial “ielfare 2Bureau toock
cnarge of the cuse. The girl came to the Bureau. 3he asked
to have the baby boy »nlaced ir & licensed boarding home. The
Bureau adviged the girl to tali the matter of a bourding home
with the Juvenile .rotective Lgssocistion. The girl was told
to inform her sister, !rs. X, of her nsresent sregnant condition.

Ers. & agreed to take the baby boy to bosrd. The pgirl's
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second confinement of the second illegitimate ehild was to
take plece in two months.

A little more than a month after the second confinement,
Ers. £, the girl's gister, called at the Bureamu to say that
the voard of the baby Loy whom she was keeping, had not been
paid. The County loor Office had informed her that the girl
would have to make s complaint before they eould do anything to-
wards seocuring the stipulated money from the fsther of the child.

When the three months' nursing period was up, the baby was
removed to the Infants' Depsrtmnent of the 5%t. Joseph Hospital.
The girl was accepted into the home of Frs. X, who was still
boarding the first baby boy.

The cage came up in Cireuit Court, i.e., regarding the se-
gond Illegitimate baby. 4 lump-setilement was nede by the fa-
ther of the child. The amount fixed was 1525.00. He also gave
2100.00 baek pay for the first boy.

The girl was anxiocus tc find employment. 4 letter was sent
to her by the Bureau, telling her about & pogition which was
open in a factory. 3he got the Job. |

Two months later, the soecial worker visisted ¥rs. X. The
girl was still staying here with her older boy and was worke
ing in a fasctory during the day. The younger baby boy was in
3te Jomeph's Hospital and showed evidence of the best of eare.
The girl visited him regularly and paid the boasrd for him. This
'monay she had from the lump-settlement. Yoney for the care of
the clder boy was paid by the father, at the end of z2sch month
through the County .oor Gffice.

The second baby was getting too big to stay at the hospi-
tal. Vrs. X, who was already caring for the older boy, had no
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room for the younger one. Murthermore, her husband objscted.
¥rs. X sald that the father of both children still kept saying
that he and the girl would be married soon; but he never car-
ried this through. "hen the time came for the marriage as plan-
ned, he always had gome exocuse to offer. In due time, thought
¥res. X, they will marry; and will take both their children into
their own home.

The girl said, that she would have to nlace the second haby
with the Carmelite Sisters in vauwatosa. She had previously made
'arrangementa with them and wag promised eare of the child.

The case was returned to the Juvenile rotective Assoeia-
tion. This was agreed upon in the very beginning. The Catholiec
Social Wel fare Bureau handled the case for one year and six
months.

Thereafter, the Juvenile Protective Assoniation caredfor
the children and their unmarried mother. ifter s lapse of two
and a helf years, a conference was held on the ecase. The “amily
7elfare Ascociation, the Catholie Soeisl Welfare Rureay,and the
Juvenile Frotective Association formed the conference.

The record of the Juvenile rrotestive Association was read
in full. It was very lengthy, and contained all informstion re-
garding both ehildren, the settl ement mede for them, and the
follow-up of the ecase.

The court ordered that the father pay 25 per month for
the first boy until he is 16 years of age; and, a lump-sum of
5625 for the second boy. This last amount was paid in full.

The Family 7elfare Association informed the conference that
the case was referred to them by the landlady df the girl sbhout

a year 8go.
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At the time of the conference, the girl'e finarcial econdi-
tion was very bud. OShe wss living with her two children in &
private home. GJhe called herself }r@.........{the father's se-
eond name), although che was not married to him. 7The father
of the children was not working. The girl was trying to live
on what he gave her. The father stated, that he had ho inten-
tion of marrying the girl; that positively, he will not marry
her. The girl, however, was anxious to be narried to him, so
that she might give the ¢hildren &8 name and & hone.

It was deoided at this conference that the Catholie Sosial
Welfare Bureau take over the ocase sagain.

The social worker of the Catholie Socisl Welfare Bureau
called at the girl's home. She lived in one room, on the third
floor. The room wasg clean and neat; also the chiléren. It
was apparent thuat they had little to eat. It was supprer tine
when the worker c¢alled. The only dish on the table was nota-
toe soup. The girl explained, that when the child;en had eaten
the scup, they would have to go to bed inedistely. The fsz-
ther was not making his payments regularly; and did not know
how she would get along in the future. '/as very much opnnosed
to the idesa of the soeisl worker tsliing to the father alone.
She claled that he made payments only then when the worker
had sent for him to eome to the Bureau. If the worker would
not apnroach the father he would be more regular in his pay-
ments, the girl claimed. The girl was very suspicious and felt
that some one was talking about her to him. Thereupon, the
worker made arrangements t0 meet the father and girl together

to talk with both of them.
The girl was worvied. The man was cselling on her; they
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continued haeving illieit relations. Por this resson she could
not be reconciled with the Catholie Church. Wwould like to move

to another place, 80 that he could not visit her. She seemed
very anxious to mske her Raster Duty, and to return to the "foldav,

The worker obtained food supplies for the children from
the 3t. Vineent de laul Society, s Catholic Charity Agency; and
brought the food supplies to the children.

Sometime later, the worker called on the girl at her home
and talked with the man ss w.s arranged. 1t was very difficult
for the worker to get sny statement from the msn. The girl in-
terrupted him, every time the man tried to say something. Pi-
nally, he insisted, that he did not intend to marry her; that
he wag willing to stay away from her; and to send the stiome
lated money rather than some to the house. Thereunon, the girl
insisted that he should come to see the children, not her.

This started an argument whish lasted about a8 h=2l1f hour. .

The man expsecied to start working the following day and
azreed thaﬁ as soon ag he gtarted to work, he would make his
paynents regularly; that he would stay away {rom her and even
the children. He talked st great length shout what he could
have done if he had the opportunity. The worker tried to per-
suade him to eome to the Bureau. He refused to do so.

Later, the landlady telephoned to the Bureau. She believed
that they were married. The nan treated the girl very rough.

He vizited her while drunk; and many times left her without
money.

A week later, the girl asked the Bureau for more food sup-
plies. The nan hed not given her any money since the last wvielt
of the worker. The St. Vinecent des Paul Society furnished the

supnlies.
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The Bureau suggested that the children ought to be placed
in a licensed boarding home so that the girl méy return to work.

The worker interviewed the girl st her home to offer the
guggestion. The girl was very much opnosed to the nlan of »ut-
ting the ohildren in a boarding home. She claimed that they were
her only comfort. She had had them so long, she could not bear
giving them up. The girl could not see any advantage for the
ehildren to be in s boarding home; they were rueh better off,
"eouped up" in thie one room. Would keep reiterating that they
were 811 she had. Her voice was high snd shrill; and sesemed
to be on the verge of hysteria. She could not stop talking,
to think anything sensibly.

She finally sccented the worker's suggestion under con&i~
tion, i.e., if ghe zets work and the man paysths board regulsrly.
The girl with her two children, was living in noverty.

Yet, she was contented with her lot. “sa verging on hysteris
and despalr when asked %o give up her children. 3he wasg still
infatuated with the man and thought that the children were her
only hold on him,. |

The lapdlady c¢salled the Bureau, honing to get some money
for the girl's rent. Rent was six weeks behind. The St.
Vincent de rfaul Society advanced one week's rent,

The worker called at the County Ffoor Office to read the
record of the case. Judgement was entered five years ago for
the first baby boy, whereby the father was to pay :25 per month
until the c¢hild is 16 years of age. The man's last payment was
made just two years ago. Thus far, he paid ~335.00.

The girl telephoned for the worker. The landlady told her

she would have to move. The children were noisy snd ill-man-
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When the worker cslled on the girl, the girl had changed
her mind sbout the boarding home. .t the last interview, she
promised the worker to nlace the children in a boarding home,
80 that she may go to work and supprort herself. FNow, she de- -
eided not to be separated from her children, even during day-
time. she suggeosted a nlan to the worker, of renting s cottage
in another town nearby, for 315,00 per month; and absolutely
refuged to ligsten to the worker who was trying to explasin that
living in that cottage would setually cost more than :15.00 per
month. There were extra expenses conrected with the cottage,
sush as, fuel, gas, light, water, ete. But the girl insisted
that everything would turn out well. But, the worker won her
point. The girl changed her mind about the cottage and begged
the worker to find a nlaee for her to stay. The landlady in-
sisted that she should move. The ehildren were behaviﬁg, the
girl continued, and have done nothing to annoy the other TOOMers.
As soon as the worker should find & place for her, she wounld
have someone stay with her c¢hilildren during the day, someone
from the Zmployment igeney, as she had done before. This womld
give her a chance toc go to work.

Before the worker left, the girl promised that if the mnan
did not mske his payments regulsrly, she will have him arrosted
and brought into court.

The man came to the Bureau. The Dirsctor exnlained to him
that unlecs he agreed to support the children regulsrly, the
girl will be obliged to have him taken into court. At first,
he wae inclined to argue the matter, but finslly agreed, Fur-
thermors, the Director insisted, that he must keep away from

the girl. He maode many excuses for himself, sayirng the girl
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ran after hime. If he stayed away, she would eall up snd ask
him to ocome. He would prefer not to seec her at all; snd had
no intention of nmarrying her. ﬁné wish he cherished in his
heart. Should the children be placed in a boarding home, ar-
rangements shounld be made for the girl to staﬁ with them. The
girl oould not stand being ceparated from the children. The
Director made no promises. |

The worker called on the girl, some tie later. 3he wss
st111 living there, and getting slong & little better. The
man was vaying juite regulsrly. That money, of course, was
insufficient to supsort her and the two children. The girl talked
at great length ss usual; shé promiged to leave her children
with the landlady, and go toc work. In the neantime, the Jurcau
would locate another plase for the ehildren.

»

A few weeks later, the landlady informed the Bureau, that
the other roomers nad again see the man coning to uer; that he
came intoxlcated, spending the whole night with hser. The wore
ker ealled on the landlady. The landlady repeated the com=-
plaints of the other roomers. .lso, that the girl was six wecks
rent In arrears; and was getting tired of the situstion. The
girl must move, insisted the landlady.

The worker talked with the girl. 3he emphatically denied
that the man had been snending the night with her. He came
twioe since the last visit of the worker; once with & man friend
and snother time with a certsin lrs. A, a friend of hers. The
man came to bring her some money and to see the children.

The girl expected to begin workxing evenincs. In this wsy
she would be able to manage herself financiaslly. But was still

determined to follow her own plans of staying in the one room
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with her children.

The landlaedy telephoned to the Bureau again. Rent was not
paid. MNeighbors were eomplaining of the man who, while Iintoxi-
cated came tc her, to spend tﬁe whole night with her.

The worker called at the girl's home. She appeared to be
very high strung and nervous; talked in a high-pitehed voice;
kept moving about the room, »nicking up things, then sitting
down and twisting her hands, while talking to the worker. The
man had not sent her any money that week. 5he had only 52 cents
in the house. Irs. X had drought her some food for dinner.

She had guiteher job, Could not stand it. 3he worked evenings
to a late honr, one o'elogk in the morning; =2nd at six-thirty
in the morning was u» with her children.

The worker sugrested that she go to the st,. Vineent's
Infant dsylum with the two c¢hildren until some other plansc were
made for her. The girl became very indignant at the sugrestion.
She refused to place her children in an orphan sgylum, elainming
that she had placed one of her children at the Carmelite Sis-
ter's Home, where it did not receive gdod care.

The case is still asn setive one with the Bureau, far from

heing oonsidered closged,



145,
rart 11.

When paternity is establisched in illegitimsey cases, suv-
port of the ehild involves diffioulties. There are two ways
of supnorting the child: (&) by making partial payments every
month until the child is 16 years of age; (b) by making a lump-
settlement.

In thae Tirct case, the wman is ususlly obstinate and ir-
reguler in his monthly partial payments. These payments are
made to the County Poor Gffice. To forece the man to regular
paymenis and to nay hig arrears 1f hig whereabouts are known,

a warrant for arrcet musit be served on him, "he warrant is
served by the gzirl complaining, not by the County roor 0ffice.
Thereupon, should he refuse tc pay the arrearg, he is confined
to jail on the charge of non-support, not exeeedings Y0 deys.
‘hile the mar is in jsil, the unmarried mother snd her child
rése1Ve food supplies from the County. Belng relseased from
jail, the man may again refuse 1o make his paynents regularly.
30 thu process repeals itszelf. Whether the issuance of s war-
rant {or non-supnort is of advantage to the unmarried mother
and her ehild is ,uestionable. I{ should be done after all
other schemes have fuiled sas 8 despalring attempt,

The other method of sunport is by making a lump-settlement.
4«8 a rule, lump~-settlement is so smgll that it sllows support
of the c¢hild for two or three years only, instead of sixteen
yeurs. There ig, however, cne advantage for the unmarricd no-
ther in accepting a lump-settlement, namely, aseurance and cer-
tainty of cash money in & lump-gum for the care and suvnort of
her child.

Both. methods of support, with the difficulties involved,



are evern 1ilied in the case juoted ir this chapter. Juigmasnt

-+ b

wug entered acainst the alleged father, that he pay 25 ner
month ior the Tirst ili@gitimate ehild, until it ies 10 Jears

of age, ecavge of hip lrvegmlsr paymente, he puid witnin the
firgt five yeurs 535 ior the supoert of the ehild. ‘& to the
secand'ilhogitimgta eniid, = lump-settlement of #6528 wac .oreed
unon snd Haié In full.

The morthly allovince {or the first child was sufliclent,
if -aid resularly. ©f the lumpesettlement for the second c¢child,
money was tz.oen to nay the confinament esre of the unmurried
mother, =znd the hopoitnl Tee, d¥so for the eare of the child
while in thse Infants' Denartment of 5t. Joseph's Toownital.

Jhen the ummurried mother was caring for ner two children,
the lump-settlenent money wae soon depleted while nartial nay-

mante for the other child were not made repulurly. 7he econo-

[ve o

mic gonditiorn of the home became aggravetingz, - ?3: ne urnare

ried mother refuscd o bosrd-out her ehildrern thot she wight

Lo

¢ to work. “he County .oor Cffice would dc nothing to force
the man to rcke his rpaymente regularly until she would serve a
warrant for his arrest. This, the girl would not do. The man
took advantape of the sitnation. He vigited the pirl, satise
i{ied his semnsuality, and made his peymerntes for the care of tne
first ohild ze he wighed.

Varriaze would solve the dirfieunlty. In this instance,
it would be a foreed marriezge for the mar wae unwilling.

"1f the yourz peonle have not for each cother

that affection whicih should exigt between huge

band znd wile, ¢ mar-iage ghorld not be consi-

dered ever for tne gaze of ziving the cniléd s

name. . foreed marrlsge, &g & Tule, serves only
to ~uke & bed situstion worge.” (1)

3

1) Loivoy, L. ©e, uheV.e, "The Ummarried lother snd Her Child",6 p.5.
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Law can force znd fix responsibility on the alleged father
and the unmarried mother, but it Qannot create affection or o
sense of obligation. ‘

This ease, whigh is still an active one will never close,
if the parties coneerned, the girl and man, are not willing to
ad jugt themeelves intc society. The worker is there to help
and direet them in attaining the standsrd, the Ideal. Tut 1t
dependg on the zirl and ~an, on them slorne, to attsin the Ideal,
not on the worker nor the 3ureay nor any acency.

“hat is wrorg with the case? It is gtubbornness. It is
a Lack of backbone to do what le right. There is need of =
firm purpnogse of amendment. ¥o matter how well these two indi-
vidusls understand their Ideal and Msster, they will not at-
tain "unto the measure of the age of the fullness of christ"tl)
“hy not? They know how to live in order to realize their Ideal
but t?e¥ do not the things that they would not, as says St.
Psul. ° wﬁy?' “motions rule supreme in their lives., Their
reason Qictates that they skould live s0 as to readjust them-
selves into their socizl and spirituasl status ir soeiety. This
read justment is repugnant to their perverted, immoral emotions
and desires. Their will follows the law of the members, and
not the law of the mind.(a)

T™he mind and will are not one. The mind sees and delights
in wiat is good, and the will chooses whut is evil. "For the
good whieh I will, I Go not, but the evil which I will not,
that I do." (4

Humen nature is weak sand rrone to evil. But, when aided

by Divipe Grace, the strugsgle with self becomes an easy vietory,

1) Eph. IV, 13.

2) Rom. VII, 19-20.
3) Ivid., VII, 23
4) Ibid., VII, 19



148,
if one only tries and persevereg. Divine Grace helps man ir
bringing the enotiong of the flesh and its rebelling powers
under obedience of the will, so that, the will, and not the
emotions, T™le suprems.

Sufficient Divine Grace is given to all, irrespective of
their moral condition, i.e., sufficient grace for rehabilita-
tion and integration of charascter, to readjust and rehabilitate
one's self., But not all uee this Grace. These two individusals
refuse to make up their nind, and to stick to their resolution.
They refuse to use the means of additional Divine assistance,
such as, prayer, vigilance, examination of the state of the
soul, keeving away from each other, the holy sacraments, whiech
means give added strength to amend one's life, to readjust and
integrate one's powers.

It is no wonder, social workers are helpless in such ob-
gtinate cases as the one presented. No social worker, no nat-

ter how sefficient, can perform miracles.



USICH.

=]
L8 ]

Lot

con




149,
Conaelugion.

The problem of illegitinwcy affects about 1000 children
per year in viseongin. In Vilwauaee itsell, about 25 out of
every 1000 live births‘ﬁre illagitim&te.(l) T"he problems invol-
ved in the care und treatment of illegitimate children are far
larger and rreator in vroportion than the number of such ochild-
ren would irnly. e know the right thiné_r t¢ be done in the
care and treatment, but often we lack & mothod or a knack, a
gystems, or, zdoynate legislation--of making rezl what we kuow
is right.

?he many problems in the c¢are and treatment o4 the illegi-
timate e¢hild may be sumed up as follows: 1) Illegitimate births
should be registered. The father's name, however, should not
be on the record, except, after an adjudiciation of naternity.
£) These records should be held confidential =nd {ranscrints
shonld bear no identification of legitimaey or illegitimaey.

3) The mother should have the custody of her ehild, except, in
cages otherwige decreed by the court. 4) The child'e nume
should be that of the mother unlesc it be changed uoon apnli-
eation to a eourt of competent jurisdiction. 5H) The paterni-
ty of every onild should be established, if woseible. 6)
Court proceedingss to establish natermity should be held in a
court of sooislized exmerience and eyuioment, such as a {family
egourt, a court of domestic relations, or a Jjuvenile court.

7) the father should make = financial provision for the ade-
quate care, maintenance, and education of the e¢hild until it
bocones 16 years of sge, ond no settlemont should be nade out
of gourt. 8) The court should huve continuirg jurisdiction

as 1o custody and supnort during the minority of the child.

1) Lundberg, Zmma, O "Children of Illegitimste Birth and
Lioasures for their rrotection" United Jtates Lepartiment
of Labor, (Chnildren's Juroau) Publication Fo. 166, 1926. e 6.
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9} Provisione should bhe made for eriminal procesdings when the
father of the ehild fails to fulfill the judgment obligation.

10) Hvery effort should be mede %o have the mother keep her
child; and that she nurse it for at least three months. 11}

the inheritance rights of = child borm out of wedlock shomld

be the eame g thoegs of n lesmitimate ehild. 12) The mother or
guardian of the ehild shonld not be permitted to surrender the
shild for adcotior %0 any verson or agency, without the eonsent
of the oourt. 13) Haternity homes, hospitels, and institutions
should be controlled by the State; and the State should have le-
gal guardiansinio through sourt order of all children found there~
in when they sare neglécta& or dependent. 14) The State should
make adeyunate provision for mentally defestive ss feguire ingti-
tutional cuare; and should provide special schoolg or classes

with yualified teschers and adeyunate eyuipment for such defective
ag may be pronerly cared for outside of institutions with due
consideration of the posgsibliity of adjﬁstment within the com-
munity.

“hat type of unmarried, pregnant mbthera reprort to a so-
einl agency and why? Is it the girl who knowe eontrascaentive
mathods and "foul play" of the many underworld midwives and
asoetoraY Cr, the girl who knowe how to "keep dark and under
sover" her delinguency and crime, who knows how to aveid e0-
¢isl stigma and to shirk ovarental responsibvility by saerific-
ing the life of the innoecent, unborm child® Such cages do not
come to the inowledge ot the publie, nor of any soeisl ageney;
here and there, now snd then, we learn of sueh & girl, who
naid the price with her own 1life. The known caseg of illegi-

timacy are usuvally first offenderg; youths, ignorants of modern
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methods of contraception, or, morally eonscious of their un-
lawfulness. Youth, innocence, conseience, ignorsnce, help-
lessness, & gradual realization of the conseguences follow-
ing, fear of {he »urenis, iﬁability of the girl to pfovi&e for
herself ard ner child dnring confinement--make the girl, in
this shameful uné ‘ietressing hour ,, look for a protecting hand,
wnieh would hel: her iace the situation and z¢ through eonrs-
2aously. |

The Csatholie Jiocesan Charities is there to help and guide
sueh a girl that, like poléd is eleansed through fire, she may
reestablish herseld, s far gs possible urder the circumstances
into the respectable siatue enjoyed before the fall,

e may clas&ify(l)the types of girls ané women'whc become
mothers cut of wedlock ue follows: a) the mentally subnormsl
wirl who lecke control ionp inhibitory instinets and is sm easy
victim because cf helplescness; b) the young, suseeptibvle girl,
unprotected from dangers, who gets into trouble bLeecauge of
luck of understanding, or through forece; e¢) the more mature
gounglﬁom&n of good ehéraéter who is led by false promises or
who weawly or rashly follows an instinet that under othér cone-
iitions would have been normasl sznd soocial; d) the reslly delin-
quent girl or woman, who knocwingly chooses antisocial conduct,
her illegitinate maternity being only an incidentel evidence
of repeated immorsality.

In the treatment of the problem of illegitimaecy, it is
avident, no stereotyped formuls ocsn be apnlied indiscriminately,
without consideration of the type of case handled., It ig indi-

vidualization of study and treatment that brings about good

1) Lundberg, mma, 0. "Children of Illegitirmte 3irth and
¥easures for taneir -rotection” op. elt., ». 1T,
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results.

Constructive meassures for reducing the extent of the pro-
blem demand an snalysis and s study of the faetors that lead to
the condition of immorality and iilegitimaey, how and why these
individuals deviate from the average normal boy and girl.

%hat are the underiying soeial ecornditions, contributing to
this moral delinyueney? Is it uneontrolled snd unhealthy recres-
tion of our yonth todsy?Y Or, the free gocial relation with the
onposlte sex, "netting and necking”, as it is styled today,
done even in publle without reproaeh? Or, the filthy, pieturesyue
macazines sdvoecating the eult of gsex? Or, the enviromment of
workers in factories and offices? Or, the broken home and the
abnormal home, which drives many an innccent girl inte the world,
i1f not the underworld?

The extent of illegitimeey is8 a symptom of a nerverted phi-
1osOphy of sex, of sex-indulgenece, of sex-gratification, of
sex-cult, which is gaining ground in our eountry, where indul-
genes, 1uxu:y. use, gratification, pleasure, ars substitutes
for self-denial and mortification. And, to talk of preventive
moéauras it is useless, until we first recognize and uvnderstand
and train ourgelves in the prineiple of gelf-control. “Learn
of lie," cays Christ"l) Soc that, knowing Him, we may love and
serve Nim. "If a man love l'e, he will keep Yy word." (2)

"#ollow l'e™, is the comrand of Christ. Christ teaches the mean-
ing of such words which today are pasging into oblivion: self-
control, self-conyuest, self-disecipline, self-sacrifice, self-
mastery.

This is all important, that we know Christ and make our

lives ss nearly Christlikse as possible. After trasining snd

1) Matt, XI, 29,
2) John, XIV, 23.
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perfecting oneself in this philosophy of 1life, cam & social
worker attempt to fashion that likeness of Christ in others, to
dig out of the mire of sin g depraved charascter, so that, he
or she may begin to 1live a rational and human 1ife of heslthy,
gsintly hapits.

It is the doctrine of self-control, that the social wor-

ker must presch.ec...

"Every man reigns & king over one kingdome-«self.

He should not only reign, but rule. His indie
viduality is his true eelf; hies best self; his
higher self; his self - victorious. Hie gunide

is his conscience. Hisg thoughts, his words, his
acte, his feelinre, his aims, and his powers sare
hig subjects., with firm strength he must control
them, or they will finally take from hig feeble
fincers the reins of government and rule in his
stead. lie may attain self-controcl if he only will.
3elf-control may be developed through self-sacri-
fice in proecisely the same manner as & weak musele
ia toned ur by little exercises day by day. Let
us teach this bruth to those with whom our work
bringe ue into contaet. '

Let us make Right out highest guide, Justice our
finest aim, Truth ocur final revelation, and Love
the constant atmosphere of our living, then truly
will we reign and rule and convert othere to our
standard.” (1)

1) "standards of Legal Protection For Children Borm out of
Wedlock". op. cit., p. 104.
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